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EVERCREECH, 850 AM.

Tj"OR approximately ten years the bells of Evercreech,

Somerset, have sounded over the air from the B.B.C.
at 8.50 a.m. on Sundays. A first-class ring of bells rung by
first-class ringers, they have given joy and encouragement
to thousands of ringers and non-ringers practically all over
the world. Double Court Minor on the really beautiful
front six, Double Norwich Major and Stedman Triples,
Grandsire Caters and Stedman Caters we have heard Sun-
day by Sunday.

In the course of the many Sunday morning chores or
returning home from Holy Communion, the bells of Ever-
creech have burst forth suddenly like the sun from behind
a cloud, reminding us it is time we began or finished break-
fast or started out, on our journey to our own tower, and
so forth.

And now the B.B.C. thinks there should be a change
at 8.50 a.m. on Sundays, and rightly so. The almost per-
fect bells and almost perfect striking have for some time
begun to get stale, for after a couple of the opening changes
we know exactly what the remainder will be. Even the
best tends to become monotonous. Most certainly it is
right to have a change but quite wrong that it should be
the same bells, as only a small percentage of the popula-
tion will notice the difference.

All credit is due to the ringers for the first touch in
the new series—a majestic beat to a musical touch of Sted-
man Triples, with the microphone placed in a better
position. Very nice ringing, as perfect as is possible, but
tremendously disappointing that the latest B.B.C. record-
ing of church bells was not taken from another tower.

Think of Grandsire Caters from Exeter Cathedral or
St. Paul’s! St. Paul’s! ! St. PAUL’S! I'l Yes, St. Paul’s;,
why not? Many thousands of ringers have never heard
the bells of St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, and are never
likely to. There was a time when the mighty twelve at St.
Paul’s rang out at midnight on New Year’s eve, but the
practice has, unfortunately, long since ceased. The writer
once asked the late Mr. William T. Cockerill the reason
for the cessation, and the reply was that the fee received
by the ringers was insufficient to get them home at that
time of day.

With the hundreds of other fine rings of bells richly
deserving the honour that has been allowed (for too long)
to Evercreech it should not be at all difficult to produce
as good a series from elsewhere. Certainly in this day and
age, with the wonderful bells at our disposal, full advan-
tage is not taken of the facilities of the B.B.C. and tape-
recorders.
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In every county there are wonderful rings of bells of
*dl numbers by various founders, and although there may
not be local bands up to the standard of those who took
part in the Evercreech recordings it is fairly certain a band
from not so very far distant from a church where a record-
ing is required can be collected that can come very near
the striking of our Somerset friends.

It is not the intention or purpose of these lines to ad-
vise or suggest who should judge exactly what is B.B.C.
standard or what is not. But it is felt all over the country
that a change of bells broadcast on Sunday mornings would
be most welcome, and the sooner the better.

There is general agreement that the ordinary tape-
recorder is not able to give a true reproduction of the
sound of bells, and so far the only apparatus that can re-
cord bells to perfection is that used by the B.B.C.

It is known that several hundred ringers would gener-
ously support financially any scheme or project that would
provide the means of faithfully reproducing the sound of
bells, with the object of forming their own bell-recording
Iibrarylor that of their Association or even the Central
Council.

Many differences of opinion could then be settled as
to the quality of bells and notes of tenors. (We can with
confidence look for generous support from our bellfoun-
ders, now alas only two.)

But to return to Evercreech. You, Harry, have great
influence with the B.B.C. If you cannot arrange for us
to hear Double Norwich Caters from Worcester Cathedral
or Grandsire Doubles from Weston Favell, then, slip over
the hedge to Chewton Mendip or Ditcheat and give us a

treat from there. CECIL W. PIPE.
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THE WEEK-END RINGING COURSE

By PHILIP GRAY

F you are going to talk about ringing courses

you have got to start by talking about the
pupils. You have to decide who are the people
who are likely to want a ringing course and
what it is they want, and ought, to know. In
all the couises so far held there seems to have
been a unanimity of view about the answers
,0 these questions; they have been designed for
the sort of ringer who has practical knowledge
of bell-handling, can probably ring Plain Bob
and Grandsire, occasionally ‘puts a few bobs
in’ and pelhaps does a little teaching himself,
but above all is eager to learn more and enjoys
his ringing. There are thousands of such ling-
ers, more of this category than any other, and
for most of them the opportunities to extend
their knowledge are very limited indeed.

Those who are lucky enough to learn in, or
near, a tower where there are expert ringers
with the gift, and time, for teaching have fewer
problems. But they are not the majority. Most
belong to bands all, of whom are at about the
same stage in areas where the standard of ring-
ing is not too high. What can they do to ad-
vance? Books are certainly a help, but not
everyone is too good at learning from books
(you cannot ask a book to stop and explain
something, a bit more clearly) and they do lack
that personal touch which is so essential in
ringing. A book becomes of much more value
when you have had the elements of, say. method
structure or conducting explained and have had
your footsteps guided on to the first rung or
two of the ladder. In most areas you can find
someone to teach you to handle a bell reason-
ably competently, but after that, there is a gap.

The ringing course is one way of filling that
gap.

Two things have struck me particularly for-
cibly (I have now had first-hand experience of
four courses) about the students who have come
on them. Firstly, young and old (they are
mostly under 30, but by no means all) are
really avid to learn. The intensity of concentra-
tion afforded to the speakers would make any
school teacher or university lecturer green with
envy. 1 have never seen anything, like it else-
where.

Secondly, the abysmal ignorance of many of
(hem of even the most elementary principles of
their craft. | have met ringers who do not
know what ringing a bell up ‘wrong ’ means,
ringers of Plain Bob who do not know that
dodges come when the treble is leading. ‘con-
ductors > who have never heard of a coursing
order, tower captains who believe that six age-
ing gentlemen constitute an adequate band and
steeple-keepers who put sump oil in ball-bear-
ings. They do not know these things because
no one has ever told them, at least not in a
way that they can understand. No art, craft
or science can be wholly learnt by practice any
more than it can be wholly learnt by theory.
We all get plenty of practice but some theory
is needed to redress the balance.

NOT FOR THE EXPERTS

This raises a practical difficulty which I am
sure all course organisers have experienced:
how to get over to ringers beforehand that a
ringing course is meant for the likes of them.
not for the ‘experts.” Say what you will in ad-
vance notices, there still remain many people
who would profit by. and enjoy, such courses
who will persist in the belief that it is only for
‘the experts.” Again and again | have heard
people say. after a course has been run in their
area, that they did not think *they were expert
enough for it.” If anyone can suggest a method
of overcoming this will he please say.

There are two types of talk given on these
courses: the talk to stimulate interest and the
instructional.  The first is a ‘must’ in any
course, and is invariably thoroughly enjoyed. |
have heard Fred Sharpe. Paul Taylor and
Ranald Clouston do this sort of talk: each has
a tremendous fund of knowledge about bells
and their history, each has a supply of excel-
lent slides and exhibits and each is a very ac-
complished aad witty speaker. We are verj
fortunate to have such people in our Exercise.
W ith the ability to convey their own enthusiasm
for the subject so wholeheartedly, siich speakers

fill their audiences with delight and stimulate
their interest in all ringing matters.

The instructional talk (possibly backed up by
some demonstrations in the tower afterwards)
cannot be too elementary in its approach. In
the time allotted (usually about an hour) it is
impossible to get over more than a few basic
principles so that the students can go away and
learn more by themselves. It would be nice
if one were, for example, lecturing on conduct-
ing to teach a group of people who had never
conducted anything in their lives everything
about conducting from Plain Bob Minor to
Stedman Cinques, but it just cannot be done.
If one can get over to them simply what a
coursing order is, how to recognise it and how
to transpose it. one has laid a foundation on
which they can build. More one cannot hope
to do.

TIPS FOR LECTURERS

Of the speakers | have heard some have been
good and some not so good (incidentally, 1 have
several times been pleasantly surprised at the
excellence of talks given by people who have
no previous experience of lecturing or teaching
.at all) and the not so good ones have invariably
fallen down by trying to put too much in. This
has resulted in confusion in the minds of the
pupils and the talk going on for far too long.
| believe that no instructional talk should go on
for more than. 45 minutes and should be fol-
lowed by 30 minutes of questions nd discus-
sion. If you cannot say it in 45 ..mutes you
are probably trying to say too much. It is a
curious thing that we laymen of the Church of
England have, so to speak, bashed our clergy
over the head during the past half century until
their hour-long sermons have been reduced to
10 to 15 minutes, but let us have the rostrum
and wild horses will not stop us.

| have heard several excellent instructional
talks, but that given by Wilf Moreton at Knus-
ton Hall this summer on handbell ringing was
undoubtedly the most brilliant. In less than an
hour he taught 40 people the elements of
double-handed ringing in such a way that all
could surely have gone away and, with practice,
develop into competent handbell ringers.

A most interesting feature of several of the
talks has been the evidence of original thinking
that is going on in almost all branches of ring-
ing. | recall particularly York-Bramble on! bell
handling Sind method structure, Brian Price on
theory of composition (this definitely was for
the experts), Charles Rouse on teaching first
steps in. change-ringing, Patrick Chapman and
Roger Fry oh the role of Associations today,
and several others to a lesser degree. It is most
encouraging to find that such research work is
going on, but it does have certain dangers in a
course of this sort. The essence of research
work is minute analysis and careful definition
(and often renaming) of terms. When trying to
instruct beginners, however, a display of such
erudition can be merely confusing. Analysis
must be followed by synthesis before it can be
used for instruction. York-Bramble’s talks
well illustrate this; his technique is to smash
his subject into little pieces, renairie most of
them and then spread all of them out before
his audience. This seems to me to be totally
inadequate for instructing beginners. It also
takes far too long. Speaking as otfe who has
got a little way past the beginners' stage. |
found his researches stimulating and applaud
them, but the bewilderment of tha beginners at
the end of them pleased me less.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

All research work does need beating out on
the anvil of debate and argument to forge it
into something of real worth. This can be done
amongst an audience of people who know their
subject. | feel that there is enough material
about to hold a national ringers’ conference
(definitely not for beginners this one) at which
speakers could present their original views and

have them discussed with no holds barred. How
about it. Education Committee?
Finally, a few general points about ringing

courses. Finance: since the first course at
Dillington House at Etster, 1959, | think almost
all have been run in conjunction with the local
education committees. This has enabled them
(Continued an next column)
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EXTENT OF MAJOR LOST
AFTER 22,064 CHANGES

The attempt for the extent of Plain Bob
Major at the Loughborough Bell Foundry
Campanile on November 10th, by Mr. Frank

B. Lufkin and his band, failed after 10 hours
57 minutes’ ringing. Some 22,064 changes
had been rung when a mistake occurred.

Mr. J. M. Saunders, the umpire, in his
report states: At 5.18 a.m. on Saturday.
November 10th. at the Loughborough Bell
Foundry a start was made on an attempt to
mring the extent of Plain Bob Major.

By 7.46 a.m. 5,040 changes had been rung
in 2 hours 28 minutes, and the quarter way

of 10.080 changes was reached at 10.14 am.
after 4 hours 56 minutes.
15,120 changes had been rung by 1244

p.m. in 7 hours 26 minutes, to be followed
by reaching the half-way mark of 20.160 at
3.13 p.m., having taken 9 hours 55 minutes
to ring.

With the half-way passed and
looking fit and alert, it seemed as if success
was on its way, but at 4.10 p.m. the bells
were stood after a mistake had been made.
In add. 22,064 changes had been rung, in 10
hours 57 minutes.

The band was the same as that which made
an attempt last year, with each member ringing
his same bell. They stood Dennis A. Chap-
man treble, Edgar R. Rapley 2, Peter J. Eves 3,
Dennis A. S. Symonds 4. Howard W. Eggle-
stone 5. Norman V. Harding 6, Frank B.
Lufkin (cond.) 7. Walter Arnold (enor.

The band wish to thank Mr. Paul Taylor for
allowing them the use of the bells and for
ajl the arrangements he had made for their
visit. Thanks are also accorded to Robert B.
Smith and David C. Vincent, for their help
and support.

the. band

I. J. M. SAUNDERS.

There were many expressions of concern at
the College Youths’ dinner at the absence of
Mr. Albert Hughes. Although he is not per-
mitted to go out at present, his bodily health
is quite good and he is able to get up most,
days. His difficulty is locomotion, as he is
only able to walk with the aid of two sticks.
Still cheerful, he looks forward to attending
the dinner next year.

(Continued from previous column)

to be run for about £2 a head, including in-
struction, two nights’ lodging and all meals.
There is no doubt that without the assistance of
the ratepayer in this way comparable facilities
for a week-end residential course could not be
obtained at this price. | am sure that this cost
cannot be reduced, but it certainly does deter
some people from coming. Only when the
course is held in a town (where residential
L.E.A. colleges are in any case scarcer) is it
possible to hold a non-residential course at a
lower cost. Other types of course : all the talks
given on these courses are suitable for presenta-
tion, individually, at ringers' meetings. An hour
or so devoted to a talk and discussion after tea
instead of a business meeting may well be ap-
preciated. and it is a means of getting to a
wider public at negligible cost. Some Associa-
tions have. | believe, tried this, but | have no
personal k.n_ivledge of it.

Annual courses: some Associations have al-
ready held two or three courses in successive
years because they know that there are a great
many people who want to attend them. There
is a temptation to try to avoid repetition and
add variety by altering the subjects and speak-
ers from year to year. This is understandable
but is not, I think, wholly desirable. Each new
set of pupils needs to learn the same things, and
a formula of talks which seems to meet the
bill should be retained. The need for elemen-
tary courses is too great, and will always re-
main so, to afford the luxury of making annual
courses progressive. In some cases there may
be a need for parallel courses for more ad-
vanced students, but that is another matter.

A week-end ringing course is quite an experi-
ence. if only for the pleasure of being with a
group of people who are so obviously enjoying
it. | have never met a ringer who regretted
attending one, regardless of his technical
ability.
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READING AND SOUTHAMPTON
UNIVERSITIES IN SCOTLAND

IN eight days’ fast moving around towers
in Scotland and the North, motor trans-
port for all was an inevitable but unwelcome
innovation.

We met at iPenrith on Friday night and
the ‘following morning admired the bell
names in Black Letter at the Parish Church.
S'. Andrew's. At Great Salkeld tower Cam-
bridge went well, but a puncture in Jane
Foster's car was the first and only of the tour.
Upheavals for organ repairs forced the ringer
of the seventh at Carlisle Cathedral to balance
on a girder, and the ringers of some front
bells to get used to seeing visitors scores of
feel below  We thank the Cumberland ladies
fo" a welcome cup of tea which sped us to
Glasgow.

On Sunday morning at Paisley. Felicity
Webber joined us and we enjoyed not only the
bells but our first experienc: of Presbyterian
services. Our spirits were then dampened
by a Scottish Sunday af;:-moon until Mr.
Boumphrey met us at Glasgow Cathedral; here
Grandsire Caters went well, but some Stedman
lacked the precision the bells demanded.

Rumours of the condition at Inveraray were
exaggerated, but the ringers of eight and nine
are not advised to jump down heavily from
their boxes. Michael Johnson, a former
member of the Reading Society, joined us for
the day, and we were pleased to welcome
Bernard Ongley, who was coincidentally pass-
ing through Inveraray as we were ringing.

At Dunblane on Tuesday we found a triple
striking treble and a funny two in a fine
Norman tower. It was very pleasant to see
a cathedral untouched by the reflexes of the
Oxford movement. The evil temptation to
ring the light eight at Alloa too quickly-
seduced the band and a course of Kent was
unsuccessful.

St. Paul’s Cathedral. Dundee, suited us and
the beginners profited from well struck courses
of Grandsire Triples. A young policeman
visited us ringing in the gloomy spaciousness
of the old steeple; it was purely a courtesy

visit: we always kept ourselves the right side
of the law. We hurried on to Edinburgh
Cathedral to ring a memorable course of
Grandsire Caters and wonder at the ringing
chamber.

Thursday was our last day in Scotland.
Edinburgh St. Cuthbert’s proved the best

eight of the tour and produced the best Kent.

At Leith, the traditional course of Duffield
was rung: it came round. A touch of Sted-
man Triples was happier. Fettes College

Chapel was a must, but acclimatisation took
too long for the ringing to be above average.

Back in England, the squeaks at Hexham
Abbey amused everybody when we took the
bells up singly, as did the announcement that
two seemingly normal bells were ostensibly
stavless.

Newton Hall (6) had to be taken slowly and
we thought the eight at Barnard Castle a
very rhythmical ring. That night we realised
that the handbells had been left in Scotland
so one car had to peel off back over the
border, missing the next dav's ringing. A very
fine attempt at Grinton Y.H. to mend the
warden’s ?iano compensated for the absence
of handbells

Our last full day, Saturday, started at Grin-

ton: we took some time petting back into
Doubles ringing. Southwards to Middleham
and Maiqr again, and on to the pleasant
six at Kirby Wiske. where we were noblv
entertained to tea and scones on a tomb-
stone by Mr. and Mrs. Bashfull. We thank
them for their kindness. Our introduction to
Yorkshire tails was at Easingwold. an eight
not famous for tone. By Acomb most

of us had found our feet again in Doubles.
(Continued column two)
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4Scientifics” and ‘Stoneys’ Meet Again

Saturday, October 20th, saw the second meet-
ing between the °‘scientifics * and the *stoneys ’
of South Devon! The start made at Brixham
last year was happily continued at Dartmouth,
when representatives of the Mid-Devon Branch
of the Guild, under their chairman, Mrs. Hood,
of East Teignmouth. met their opposite numbers
of the South Devon Association at Townstal
Church, high on the skyline above the river.

A congenial company rang the light six to
call-changes and ‘method * until service time
at 4.30. when the Vicar of Dartmouth, Rural
Dean of Ipplepen. conducted the Guild Office.
The collection, which amounted to £3 5s., was
given to Blackawton bells restoration fund. A
typical ringers’ tea (with fresh crab sandwiches

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION

The special methods were St. Clement's and
Kelso when the Biggleswade District met at

St. Peter’s, Arlesey. on November 10th, but
other methods rung ranged from Plain Bob
and rounds to London Surprise.

The Vicar, the Rev. E. B. Edgell. conducted
a short service, and also presided at the busi-
ness meeting, when one new member was
elected. An excellent spread was put on by
Arlesey lady church workers. S. P.

UNIVERSITIES IN SCOTLAND—Contd.
After attending Eucharist in York Minster,

we rang there for Matins. Then the five
cars and their sixteen travel-weary occupants
parted, some straight homeward, but most

of the Southampton Guild rang for and at-

[By courtesy 1South Devon Journal.’

galore) was provided in the adjacent Church
H?.11', after which the party moved down the
hill to St. Saviours magnificent eight Here
mixed sets of ringers had the bells going to
Queens and Grandsire. Stedman and Whitfin
ton until well after 7 o clock

A successful ‘get-together :? Surely it was!
Sufficiently so to have it asked of the South
Devon Association members: « Where's it Eoinu
to be next year?'-which is adequate cOn mem?

Among the towers represented were K,hh-,

(Jawndelieangy sfiSSAUR Ji&lS e Rartmaph
ham, Kmgsbridge. Kings KerswcH. K~g’s
Teignton.  Paignton, Plymstock Plymnton
Teignmouth (St. Michael's), Tor and U"ton’

B.E. B

OBITUARY

MR. HORACE H. SMITH
The Bedfordshire Association his lost nn,-
of its older members by the death in October
of Mr. Horace H. Smith, of Ridgmont He
rang over 100 peals for the A sso5n

Born at Husborne Crawley, he was a garden-r
and was in the service of the Duke of RtUforH
£ ‘heHfhirst World War he se, ef with the
France Reg,mem ;nd saw action in

He was very active at Husborne Crawley
pnor to and followmg the war. A very fine
heavy-bell ringer, he was associated with the
Surprise band at Woburn in the 19’0's when
it was ,n its heyday. He rang many' reSs
with Arthur Sharman and Eddie Hobbs

Indifferent health and failing eyesight caused
him to give up ringmg. Of a quiet disposition,

tended Harvest Festival at Lechlade. he was a member of the Luton District
We are all indebted to Jane Foster for Committee and was much respected
organising so successful a tour, to Peter Horace Smith was 73 years old. A wife two
Wilkinson and Hugh Evans for acting as sons and a daughter survive him. to whom
Ringing Masters and, above all, to incumbents we extend our deepest sympathy. Rest in
for granting us permission to ring. peace. -H Bw

EXISTING HAND-WOUND

CLOCKS CONVERTED TO

ELECTRIC DRIVE

Inspections & Estimates Free ;9N SMITH & SONS - DERBY
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RINGERS FROM FROME AREA
VISIT ISLE OF WIGHT

Although the mini-bus which left Frome on
Friday, October 19th, carried 13 people, nothing
occurred to prove this an unlucky number.
Perfect weather, enjoyable ringing, good
food, comfortable beds and excellent organisa-
tion combined to make a memorable week-end.

A smooth crossing from Lymington to
Yarmouth on Friday evening, was followed
by an hour’s ringing at All Saints’, Ryde (8).
A Newport hotel provided our hungry ringers
with piles of sandwiches, and handbells were
rung before we retired.

The following morning, refreshed and well
fed, eleven ringers and two small children
left the hotel to tackle a lengthy programme.
Before lunch, three churches were visited, with
nearly an hour’s ringing in each tower.

First came St. Mary’s, Carisbrooke, a fine
church with eight bells, rehung by Gillett and
Johnston. Although all the ropes were new, the
bells were easy to manage. A tablet in the
ringing chamber, dated 1777, records a peal
of Flolt’s Grandsire Triples. St. George’s,
Arreton, which is partly Saxon, has a small
tower with enormous buttresses. Crops here
grow as if to emulate these buttresses, and
the church was beautifully decorated for
Harvest Festival, with flowers, and with huge
cabbages, cauliflowers and pumpkins. One
member of our party must have felt very
much at home among these giants. The six
bells are light and easy to handle.

As our band arrived at .Newport to ring, a
party of ringers from Swindon was leaving
the tower, and they gave a kindly warning that
these bells would prove difficult to manage.
The treble was, indeed, very tricky, and the
best ringing took place on the back six.

After lunch four villages were visited before
tea—Whitwell, Godshill, Chale and Niton.
Godshill was one of the highlights of the week-
end, as the six bells are both musical and
easy to handle.

BRADING'S LADDER

After tea, which was difficult to
with the holiday season over,
arrived at Brading. a little behind schedule.
Here, one has to climb an almost perpendicular
ladder to the ringing chamber, from whence
the church interior may be seen.

Two more towers were on our programme
for the evening, but the bells at Brighstone
could not be rung as the key was missing.
The last, Shorwell, has five bells, with very

obtain

long ropes, which are very difficult to strike
correctly, but the braver members of our
party gave a creditable performance. Later

in the evening, recordings of the day’s ringing
were played back, accompanied by the
munching of many sandwiches.

Sunday provided a happy ending to a
pleasant week-end. with ringing on two musical
sixes, at (Freshwater in the morning, and
Brighstone after lunch, where the Rector and
his dog met and welcomed the band. Bishop
Ken, buried at St. John’s Church, Frome.
was Rector at Bpghstone from 1666 to 1670.
The ringers were pleased to find six bells, as
the new edition of Dove lists Brighstone as
a five. The Rector explained that all the
bells had been recast by Mears, and a new
treble added. The weight of the old tenor is
given in the tower as 7 cwt.

On the return journey, the wait at Yarmouth
was enlivened by handbell ringing, which
continued in the minibus, while crossing by
ferry to Lymington. This roused a certain
amount of interest and speculation among
other passengers, and it is understood that the
mini was mistaken, by one lady, for an ice-
cream van.

Thanks to the three organisers (D. Robert-
son. D. Withers (tenor. 171 stone) and R.
Baker), everyone enjoyed this most successful
outing, and a special ‘thank you’ is due to
David Robertson, who did all the driving.

H. M. M.

the mini-bus.

THE RINGING WORLD

ST. PETROCK’S BELLS, EXETER,
RINGING AGAIN

Following the article in *The Ringing World ’
of May 25th by Mr. William Shepherd on the
bells of St. Petrock's, Exeter, which had been
silent since 1936, Mr. Norman Mallett made a
detailed inspection of the tower. After a short
while he formed the opinion that no
major work was required to the bells, but
the tower itself (constructed of Heavitree sand-
stone) required certain structural works if the
bells were to be made ringable.

The Vicar, Rev. J. A. Grunday, was later ap-
proached by Mr. B. H. Thompson, a Heavitree
ringer and architect, and Mr. Mallett, with a
recommendation that' if a window was rebuilt
on the south side of the tower and a new beam
placed over the five bells on the lower level to
carry the fourth bell (in a wooden turret) at the
top, the tower would be safe for ringing, sub-
ject to a general overhaul of the bells.

The Vicar, now 83 years of age, having been
in this parish since 1935, agreed to have the
work completed. This is now finished and the
bells, after 26 years’ silence, were rung to a
quarter peal on November 10th, details of which
appear in the quarter peal columns.

The dedication of this church is to a British
saint, St. Petrock, the abbot of a monastery at
Bodmin, who died on June 4th, a.d. 564. De-
tails of the bells (tenor approx. 51 cwt.) are:

Treble—A. Rudhall. 1742.

2nd.—Cast by J. Sadler, 1693.

3rd.—Johannes est nomen Ejus. This beil
shows the arms of Henry V, who came to the
throne in 1413.

4th.—Cast by T. Pennington of Exeter, 1683.

5th.—Soli Deo Detvr Gloria. Cast 1677.

Tenor (no inscription).

The bells were restored by Doble and Son,
of Taunton, in 1922. The recent overhaul was
completed by Mr. S. Sharland, a local engineer
and ringer.

Subject to the necessary arrangements, it is
hoped that the bells will be rededicated on
December 8th. during the annual meeting of the
Exeter Branch of the Guild of Devonshire
Ringers: thereafter the newly-formed Exeter
University Guild anticipate making this their
Sunday tower. N. M.

November 23, 1962

RINGERS’ SUNDAY IN ESSEX
Arranged by Mr. F. Lufkin, bell ringers’
Sunday was again held at Kirkby-le-Soken

Church on November 4th. Ringing began at

7.15 a.m. for Holy Communion, and among
the 29 ringers present were visitors from
London and St. Albans. Breakfast had been

prepared for them by ringers’ wives.

There was an hour’s ringing before Matins,
at which the Rev. J. E. F. Tredennick. of
Lambeth, a bell ringer, preached. A touch of
Grandsire Triples was rung on handbells
instead of the anthem, the band being W. Ayre
1—2. B. Fairhead 3—4, E. B. Smith 5—6. F.
Lufkin 7—8. The lessons were read by Mr.
H. Millett and Mr. W. Ayre.

In the afternoon Mr. Lufkin and other
ringers gave a talk and demonstration to the
Sunday school. Evensong took the same
form as Matins. The lessons were read by
two local ringers—Messrs. G. Ingar and F.
Lufkin—and another ringing parson, the Rev.
Giles Galley, of King’s Lynn, preached. In
the handbell touch Mr. U. Wildney deputised
for M.r. Ayre.

As a final send-off to the day the ringers’
choir and congregation were the guests of the
Rev. J. W. and Mrs. Thomas to tea and a
social half-hour in the Church Room. The
Vicar thanked Mr. 'Lufkin for bis hard work
to make the Sunday a success.

TRURO DIOCESAN GUILD

Stratton Branch

The annual ringing festival of the Stratton
Branch was held at Week St. Mary on October
27th, and proved very successful, nearly 50
ringers being present- 'ncluding the Guild Ring-
ing Master. Mr. D. jurnett. The Guild servicc
was conducted by the Rector (Rev. W. T. Simp-
son) and a grand tea was provided by the ladies
of the church.

At the annual meeting the following officers
were re-elected: President, Rev. W. T. Simp-
son ; secretary, R. J. Hicks; treasurer. A. J.
Hambly; Branch Ringing Master. H. Stacey.
Whitstone was chosen for next year's festival
on the last Saturday in October. R.J. H.

JOINT MEETING AT
HILLINGDON

The joint meeting of the adjacent Districts
of the Ladies’” Guild, the Middlesex County
Association and the Oxford Diocesan Guild
was once again very successful. Ring:ng in
the afternoon at St. Andrew's and St. John s
was in a variety of methods, and with the
assistance of the younger members of the
International  Association, included London
Surprise Royal

The service was conducted by Rev. F. C.
Tyler, of St. John’s, and the sermon was
preached by Rev. P. C. J. Hoyal. Vicar of
Stanwell. Taking as his ttx; Ecclesiastes iv.
12, ‘and a threefold cord is not quickly
broken.” he spoke of the many references
to ropes and cords in the Bible, and com-
pared the strength of the Exercise with the
strength of a rope, both due to the inter-
mingling of their component parts.

After the wusual satisfying tea, Mr. Tyler
welcomed the visitors to Hillingdon, and M:ss
D Hague, of the O.D.G., replied and thanked
all those responsible for the arrangements.

Further ringing at St. John's again ranged up
fo London Surprise Royal, and the evenings
entertainment included the Canadian filni
‘Ringers Wanted,” which was much appreciated.
The annual cricket match resulted in the
Middlesaxons imposing an innings defeat on
those from the other side .of the River Colne.

The Hillingdon joint meeting has been held
regularly since 1932. and we owe a debt of
gratitude to the St. John's Society for being
excellent hosts each year. F.T.B.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT THEM FROM

TIME TO THINK ABOUT CHRISTMAS

‘POULARD’ BELL ROPES

WILL MAKE YOUR RINGERS HAPPY

JOSEPH BRYANT LTD

BRISTOL 2

AND TRY ONE WITHOUT OBLIGATION
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THE COTSWOLDS IN NOVEMBER

Very heavy rain fell on the morning of
November 3rd, but the sun broke through to
join the rector in welcoming a small party of
ringers to Elkstone Church. The tower con-
tains a nice five (11 cwt), but the stairway
was not made for oversize ringers.

After ringing the party moved to the home
of Mary Bliss where sh? and her mother pro-
vided hot drinks for the ringers to take with
their sandwiches in a nice warm room.

Next visited was Rendcomb (a very handy six,
12| cwt.), where the Rev. J. P. Hart welcomed
the band. After half-an-hour here, a move was
made to Chedworth, where the Rev. E. M. de
Lucy Mann was awaiting the party. These bells
(6, 11 cwt.) go well, but were unfortunately
titled with new ropes more suitable for Sher-
borne Abbey tenor.’

A member of the local band welcomed the
party at Upper Slaughter, and apologised that
mice had eaten the rope ends. The five (13
cwt.) go well but will not be hurried.

After tea at a caff in Stow-on-the-Wold the
convoy of cars moved across the border into
Oxfordshire to Ascott-under-Wychwood. The
bells (6, 7j cwt.) go like tops and were voted
the best of the day, and the ringers were sorry
to leave them to go to their homes in Glouces-
tershire, Somerset and Worcestershire. Ring-
ing ranged from rounds for seven-year-old
Andrew Jopp to Cambridge Surprise Minor.

E.T.P.F.

SWANSEA AND BRECON GUILD

The inaugural meeting of the Radnor District
was held at New Radnor on November 3rd.
The bells were available before and after the
meeting. The service was conducted by the
Vicar of Llanbadarn and the Rev. R. Griffiths
(Vicar) gave a short history of the church. An
excellent tea was prepared.

The Vicar presided at the meeting, and the
general secretary explained the reasons for the
formation of the District. Mr. Colin Lewin
gave details of the towers that would constitute
the District. Mr. Hughes, of New Radnor,
proposed that full support be given to the
formation of the new District. This was car-
ried, and it was decided to call it the Radnor-
shire District of the Swansea and Brecon Guild.
The rules of the Guild were accepted into its
constitution.

Mr. A. J. Lewis was elected hon. District
secretary and treasurer, and Mr. Leslie Allen
hon. auditor, the office of Master to be left
tor a later date. After a long discussion on the
appointment of an instructor, it was decided tot
leave the matter open. Mr. Leslie Evans said
he would give every possible assistance in teach-
ing. but he didn’t want to take office.

Next meeting. Llanbadarn, Rads, on February

2nd. Combined practice, Dolou, Rads, on
December 1st. Mr. Colin Lewis thanked the
Vicar. J.A.H.

BARNSLEY & DISTRICT SOCIETY

A warm welcome was accorded the Barnsley
and District Society by Canon Clarke, who
hoped the Society would come again, when
they visited Almondbury, near Huddersfield, on
November 10th. An excellent tea was served
to representatives of 14 towers present. The
vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Noel F.
Moxon.

7777 STOPPED

THE RINGING WORLD

789

UP AND COMING YOUNGSTERS-1

ROGER K. OVERINGTON,
Akicicnt Society of College Youths.

It is by pure coincidence that, like the recent
series ' Personalities,” the College Youths pro-
vide No. 1 of this new series.

Roger F. Overington was born on November
13th, 1944, at Surbiton, Surrey. He has three
brothers but is the only member of the family
interested in bellringing. He now lives at Chap-
ter House, St. Paul’s Churchyard, his father,
Mr. H. V. Overington, being the Dean's Virger
at St. Paul’s Cathedral. (The spelling of
*Virger’ is peculiar to St. Paul’s.)

SOCIETY OF
SHERWOOD YOUTHS

A very good meeting was held at Hucknall
on October 27th. The blind organist assisted
in the short service, and an excellent tea was
served in the Church Hall by the ladies of the
Guild. Recordings were made by Miss A.
Henson on her tape-recorder of some of the
methods rung and of the organist who played
so beautifully.

50 Years Ago

November 15th, 1912:—

Seldom, we should tHink, has the recasting of
a peal been accomplished in such an interesting
fashion as those of Portsmouth Parish Church.
This church has more than parochial claims.
It stands almost in the position of a national
institution, and its new bells will for ever bear
evidence of this fact.

The peal of eight have all been recast, one
by the parishioners, one by the children, one
by the Clergy of the Rural Deanery, one by the
doctors and another by the lawyers. The fifth
has been recast by the soldiers, and, marking
the national interest in the church, the sixth by

King George. Portsmouth should be proud of
its bells.

7?7727 27?7727 27?2727
If you require FREE advice

Church Clock. It’s time you

Roger was educated at the City of London
School, where he admits he devoted more time
to bellringing than to his studies. Whilst there
he sang in Her Majesty's Chapels Royal as a
treble. He left school at the age of 16 and
joined the staff of the National Bank Ltd. At
the age of 12 he was drawn by the sound of
the bells to the tower of St. Paul’s, where he
met that well-known character Mr. W. J. Raw-
lings, who invited him to look at the ropes.
Roger was so fascinated that he went again and
Mr. Rawlings began to teach him to handle the
five-minute service bell which is rung each day
before services. He soon mastered the art of

handling, and is unique in that he is the only
person ever to have learned to ring at St
Paul’s.  He is now well known in London
towers and is a regular Sunday service ringer
at Si. Paul's and St. Luke's, Chelsea.

Roger's first peal was with the College
Youths, when he rang the treble to Double

Norwich Court Bob Major at Hampton, Middle-
sex, on July 2nd, 1960, conducted by Frank C.
Price. His total of seven peals includes two of
Stedman Caters and three of Stedman Cinques.
At the age of 16 he rang the treble to a peal
at St. Paul’s, and says his greatest moment was
when he heard the bells come round after 3
hours 43 minutes. He has two ambitions: (1)
to conduct his first peal of Stedman Triples,
and (2) to take part in a peal of Stedman
Cinques at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne.
Finally, Roger pays a tribute to that well-
known and much-loved gentleman Alfred B.
Peck by saying he will always remember with
gratitude the help he gave him, for his plain
speaking, and the kindly way he spoke to him
when he did something wrong. NORVING.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION

Good use was made of the fine eight beils at
St. Michael’s, Sittingbourne, on the occasion of
the annual meeting of the Rochester District on
October 20th. Many youngsters were attending
their first annual meeting and .were looked after
by the District Ringing Master, the Rev. Peter
Bond.

Friends from the Canterbury District were
included in the congregation of 70 at the ser-
vice conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. J. D.
Meacham. Tea was given by the Sittingbourne
lingers and friendsi and served by the Mothers’
Union. Mr. Bond was voted to the chair for
the business meeting, during which the company
stood in memory of Mr. A. Hewitt, of Frinds-
bury, a faithful member.

The Distrifct secretary, Mr. T. Barton, re-
ported that 34 peals had been rung during the
past year, and there was a balance in hand of
£34 9s. 9d. Mr. Barton, who had held office
for five years, tendered his resignation, and was
thanked for his valuable services. Other busi-
ness included the election of 13 new members.

Officers for the coming year elected were:
Secretary, Mr. L. Mitchell, Newington; District
Ringing Master, the Rev. Peter Bond; District
(r:er?relsentatives, Messrs. A. J. Dunk and F. J.

eal.

Mr. W. Hollands announced that the Railway-
men’s Guild would be holding their annual
meeting at Rochester next year. After the
votes of thanks the company adjourned to the
tower for further ringing.

STOPPED
regarding your
consulted us

7777

CHAS. HTPOTTS & CO. LTD. MARSHALL MILLS. LEEDS I
OUR BUSINESS HAS BEEN RECENTLY RECONSTRUCTED AND OUR

The Accumulated Experience of Four

RESOURCES STRENGTHENED

Generations is

Phone - LEEDS 24081

behind all our Clocks



790

THE RINGING WORLD

November 23, 1962

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S SOCIETY TOURS CORNWALL

"YTANY new and welcome faces were to be

seen on this year's tour, which took place
from July 29th to August llth. The party num-
bered 14 in the lirst week, reducing to ten in
the second.

The main activities began on Sunday, July
29th, at St. Mary’, Launceston, where Wilfred
Boucher and his band gave us full use of their
fine octave to ring for Matins, which we
attended. This was followed by St. Thomas’
cramped tower, where we ‘had our first
encounter with really long ropes. After lunch
Boyton, North Tamerton (a ringing Rector)
and Whitstone preceded ringing tor Evensong
at Launcells (a fine six). The day ended with
Stratton (8, tenor 21-3-16), where we rang out
the congregation. Methods included Stedman
and Yorkshire.

Friends from Cardiff and Orpington joined

us next morning at Poughill, a fine-toned
Gillett six. Morwenstow Church is renowned
for its former eccentric Vicar, and also

for its fine views, spoilt on this occasion by
drizzle. Then followed Kilkhampton, Marham-
church, Week St. Mary, Poundstock's toneless
bells, Davidstow, Lesneath and St. Juliot, and
the day ended at historic Tintagel, whose
church has a commanding position on the
headland.
A CHURCH IN A FIBLiD

Bodmin’s octave have recently been restored

and we greatly enjoyed our visit here on the

Tuesday morning. It was a pity that our
Hertfordshire campers broke camp too late
for a pull here. Blisland is well worth a

call, for it has one of the few village greens
in the county, together with a most interest-
ing church. The Rev. W. H. Minors, one of
several Cornish ringing incumbents, met us at
St. Breward, before we moved to Advent, a
church in a field with five bells, and with
ferns growing profusely on the tower's inside
walls.  Lanteglos, St. Teath. St. Tudy (very
rough going), St. Mabyn and St. K.ew preceded
the magnificent six at St. Endellion. St.
Minver, Egloshayle and St. Breock concluded
a day whose ringing had included Bristol and
a Cornish-style ‘ peal.’

Wednesday's ringing began on the easy-going
eight at St. Columb Minor. Then followed
St. Mawgan. St. Eval (in Vhe middle of a
disused airfield!) and St. Merryn. before arriv-
ing at Padstow (unusual for Cornwall in that
a climb was needed to reach the ringing room).
The next ring, at Little Petherick, was rather
dismal, but the Vicar kindly showed us the
magnificent set of vestments. A course of
Rossendale was attempted at St. Issey before

we rang at St. Columb Major, where the
ringing chamber is over an archway. St
Dennis and St. Stephen-in-iBrannell, both in
kaolin mining country, ended the day, but

not before Oxford Bob Triples put some of
us to the test.

Two pleasant sixes—Crantock and Newlyn
East—were followed on Thursday by a very
good ring at Perranzabuloe. which were heard
in a touch of Spliced Minor. St. Agnes and
Redruth preceded Iliogan's detached tower,
where, as at our previous call, sound chutes

were in evidence. A course of Cornwall Sur-
prise was rung at Tuckingmill before going
on to Camborne: we read that these bells

grow on one—we were unimpressed by them.
Crowan. Gwinear (a majestic six). Phillack
and Ludgvan completed the day.

FINE SCENERY SPOILT BY RAIN

Friday, August 3rd. was conspicuous for
continuous drizzle. Gallery ringing rooms seem
more popular this end of the county, and
Gulval has panelling provided by the local
captain. The musical octave at Madron
was followed by the noble six at Paul (147
cwt.L There is one thing to be said for
Cornwall in wet weather—its beaches are not
covered with holidaymakers and cars, as we
found at lunchtime. Ringing followed at
Sennen, and then a normally scenic ride to
Zennor and Towednack. At the. latter two
towers we were pleased to have with us Mr.
and Mrs. Harold Parfrey from Somerset. St
Hilary and Lelant brought us to practice nigh.'
at Carbis Bay. When ringing the ten the
treble seems too- noisy and the second too
quiet—due probably to their being on different
levels.

Next morning, in contrast, was bright and
sunny as we arrived at Helston. whose good
Taylor octave began the day. Calls at Cury
and Mullion brought us to Landcwediiack,
whose interesting church had examples of the
local serpentine stone. Lutich was taken on
the rocks of Church Cove, while some of the
party enjoyed a swim. Across the Goonhiliy
Downs and past the Telstar station to St.
Keverne, a fine 18! cwt. eight, to which we
did not do justice. However, we were vastly
better at St. Anthony-in-Meneage, where Corn-
wall  Surprise  was enjoyed. Manaccan,
Mawgan-in"Meneage, Wendron. Constantin;
and Mabe—all sixes—provided the menu for
the rest of the day.

MAIJESTIC TEN AT TRURO CATHEDRAL

Sunday saw us ringing for morning service
at St. Budock, and after the service at St
Gluvias, followed in the afternoon by Stithians.
The bells at Gwennap's detached tower could
do with the attention of a bell hanger while in
sharp contract are the glorious 12* cwt. six
at Perran-ar-Wort'hflL  Ringing for Evensong
was on the majestic ten at Truro Cathedral,
with methods up to Stedman Caters and Treble
Ten. After Evensong we inspected this im-
pressive building before proceeding to Kenwyn,
with an excellent octave and a band to match.

Following tradition, it was raining on Bank
Holiday Monday as we travelled to St
Clement’, Truro (a musical ring of four). From
here to another four-bell tower, St. Michael’s,
Penkevil, where there is an eight-bell frame
containing approximately 1, 3, 5. 7 of the
octave. St. Kea and St. Erme followed, and
then Ladock. whose bells could do with rehang-
ing Af'er leaving Ladock one of the cars
was involved in an accident, fortunately with-
out injury, but the fact that the car had to be
left in Truro for repairs, and the unavoidable
delay, curtailed our stay at Probus. with its
fine tower and bells. For some people Veryan
was very exciting, because it enabled them to
complete the alphabet for towers—perhaps the
first to do so? St. Gorran, St. Ewe and St
Mewan completed the day.

St. Austells is another church where a fine
tower is matched by its bells. A call at
Roche brought us to Withiel; Mr. Aggett, bell
hanger of Chagford, Devon, apparently cast a
few bells, as some of his products were found
here. After lunch we rang at Lanivet and
Lanhydrock, before journeying to Lostwithiel,
whose band is renowned throughout Cornwall
for its excellence in call change ringing: our
scientific stuff badly let the side down.
Lanlivery and Golant preceded a climb up the

very tall tower at Fowey, and here methods
included Yorkshire and Double Norwich.
Tywardreath and Luxulyan. our first anti-

clockwise ring, brought the day to a close.

PENNINGTON’S VIRGIN PEAL

We did eventually find S;. Winnow Church
on Wednesday. August 28th. nestling alongside
the banks of the River Fowey. This parish
is joined with St. Veep, where a beard pro-
claims that this is a virgin peal (1770) by
Thomas Pennington. After Lanteglos. wo
enjoyed Lansallos bells, where the local band
holds the shield of the East Cornwall Bell-
ringing Association.  Afternoon ringing was
partaken at Talland, Lanreath and Broadoak.
followed after tea by Cardynham and St.
Neot. where we paused to admire the
mediaeval stained glass windows for which the
church is renowned. St. Cleer preceded St.
lve.

Thursday morning began at Liskeard. whose
tower was rebuilt in 1902 and contains a
pleasant Mears octave. A selection of sixes
followed: St. Keyne (anti-clockwise). Duloe
(where five and six are loose on their head-
stocks). Morval, St. Martin-by-Looe and Men-
heniot. where the Vicar (a keen ringer) joined
afterwards showing us

us in 120 Grandsire,
numerous items of interest in his church. Our
longest intermediate journey of 16 miles

brought us to Maker, on the headland over-
looking Plymouth Sound, though fog and
heavy rain spoilt the impressive views normally
obtainable from this point. Antony. St
Germans (a magnificent Norman west door).
Landulph (where the Queen and Prince Philip
had recently signed the visitors book) and

iBotus Fleming brought us to the impressive
six (16-1-15) at St. Stephen's-by-Saltash.

An unfortunate misunderstanding resulted in
a long wait to get into the tower at Saltash
next morning, but some of us made use of
the time by inspecting the new suspension
bridge.  Pillaton and St. Mellion preceded
Calstock, where the Rev. G. W. Ruming rang
v/ith us; an unusual feature here was numbered
studs in the floor to identify each rope.
Afternoon's ringing was at Callington, Linkin-
horne and Lewannick. Altarnon's octave pro-

vided another gallery ring, and the last call
was to  the noble 15 cwt. six at South
Petherwin.

Our concluding day opened at two sixes.

Lawhitton and Lezant, where the Vicar recited
short prayers before we rang. Werringlon has
probably the first complete Simpson-tuned
ring, and from here a quick pull at North
Petherwyn. before anotherlgrand octave at
St. Stephen's-by-Launceston. After lunch, the
Rev. John Scott stood in a course of Cam-
bridge on his good Mears six at Clawton.
Then followed Ashwater. Ge'mansweek and
the Pennington ring at Bratton Clovelly. where
the local captain called a * peal ’ for us. Three
uninspiring sixes brought the tour to an end—
Thrushelton (probably the worst of all those
visited!), Stowford and Broadwoodwidger.
This account would not be complete with-
out a sincere ‘thank you ’ to all those who
contributed to the success of the tour; in
particular, we would thank Rev. A. S. Roberts,
Rev. A. J. Vincent and Bob Southwood for
giving that little extra bit of assistance that
makes an organiser's life easier. I.H.O

RADLEY COLLEGE RINGERS
AROUND SWINDON

Radley College Campanological Society took
advantage of ‘X ’ day (the one day a term on
which a holiday is given for various Societies)
to visit six towers in the Swindon and Upper
Thames area on October 26th.

These were South Marston (6). where some of
the best ringing of the day took place, Broad
Blunsdon (6), baffled by the long, unguided
draught and heavy, wet ropes, and Castle
Eaton (6) before lunch. This was at the George
Hotel. Kempsford. where the landlord, on the
spur of the moment, provided bacon and eggs,
and sorrows were drowned with local ale.'In
the church's central tower, built by John of
Gaunt, we did not do justice to the pleasant,
heavy ring.

Although the ringing was slow and. the tenor
a bit sluggish, the striking was pretty even atl
Cricklade (5). The last tower was Meysey
Hampton, where the ringing was rather rough
and not up to standard because we were all
tired. Tea was taken at the Bull Hotel. Fair-
ford. Back at College a vote of thanks was
passed to the organiser (the secretary) and to
the president and vice-president for providing
transport. Without exception, evervbodv gained
much useful experience. R.N.G.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD

Marlborough Branch

The monthly meeting of the Marlborough
Branch at the two Ogbournes on October 27th
attracted a good company, visitors coming from
as far afield as Suffolk. First ringing and also
the service, conducted by the Rev. H. W. Dunn,
was at Ogbourne St. Andrew. A bountiful tea
had been prepared by Mrs. A. Whiting and
helpers at Ogbourne St. George, and the Vicar
in a welcome commented how nice it was to
hear the bells which were too often silent. The
vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. George
Newman. Ringing at St. George’s continued
until late evening.

ROTHERHAM. YORKS.—On Nov. 7th, 1.296
Spliced Plain and Little Bob Major: J. Bruce t. Mrs.
N. Chaddock 2, N. Donovan 3, Mrs. M. Burns 4.

S. Armeson 5, G. S. Lee 6, J. N. D. Chaddock 7.
N. Chaddock (cond.) 8. Rung half-muffled in
mcmoriam Mr Jack Jones. M.P. for Rotherham, who
was killed in a road accident on Octobcr 3l«.
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RING OF TEN INSTALLED AT
GROTON, U.S.A.

Dear Sir,—I wish | had the time to write at
greater length about the wonderful new ring of
ten (tenor 18 cwt. in F) which the Whitechapel
Foundry has made for us. of the efficient super-
vision of the hanging by Mr. Harry Parkes and
of the generous co-operation of the Groton
School authorities—all combined to make ours
an ideal tower indeed.

What are the boys going to do with the
bells? First, the best handling | am capable of
teaching, with the consequent good striking.
Secondly, opening ringing within our capabili-
ties. Having rung quarter peals of Stedman
Doubles in the motherland last summer, our
ambition is to become a Stedman tower.

We still need a schoolmaster-ringer (English)
to produce the best results however.—Sincerely
yours,

RUSSELL S. YOUNG.

Groton School,
Mass, U.S.A.

ALREADY NAMED

Dear Sir,—1 read with interest in the peal
columns and Belfry Gossip of Mr. G. K. Dodd's
‘new ' methods—Ascension and St. Stephen’s
Doubles.

These methods are exactly the same as Sal-
warpe (in the case of Ascension) and Windrush
(in the case of St. Stephen's).

The methods were first rung as Salwarpe and
Windrush by a well-known Worcestershire band,
led by Mr. P. Cattermole on March 29th, 1961,
at Wychbold CR.W.’, dated April 14th, 1961.
in peal columns and on page 255 in the letters).
—Yours, etc.,

MARTIN J. KIRK.

Kirkby-in-Ashfield.
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LOUGHBOROUGH COLLEGE SOCIETIES’
PEALS

Dear Sir,—Unless Mr. Robert Smith wishes
to differentiate between the singular and the
plural of the word college, the peal rung for
*The Loughborough Colleges Society * on
Wednesday, October 17th, was not the first
tower bell peal for the Society, as claimed.

Myself and five others, who were at the time
students at Loughborough, rang a peal of Bob
Minor at Diseworth on Wednesday, February
25th, 1953. which we credited to ‘The Lough-
borough College Society,” of which we believed
ourselves to be the founder members.—Yours
sincerely,

BARRY CORBISHLEY.

Macclesfield.

EMERGENCY LIGHTING

Dear Sir,—Those interested in lighting failure
in the belfry should note that there is now a
portable emergency lighting unit which can be
plugged into the system. The light of this unit
is kept off by the electricity supply, but upon
the supply failing it automatically comes on.

To my mind this unit solves the problems of
a power supply failure or somebody accidentally
switching off the current.

The manufacturers are Nife Batteries, Red-
ditch. Worcs (Lighting Unit R.E.6).—Yours
faithfully,

K. FLEMING.

Ampthill, Beds.

N.B.—the writer has no shares or interest in
this firm.—K.F.
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LONG LENGTH ATTEMPT

Dear Sir,—1 herewith give notice of an
attempt to ring 10,944 Rutland Surprise Major
at the Waterloo Tower, Quex Park, Kent, on
December 9th. 1962, commencing at 10.30

a.m. The composition is as follows:

23456 B W H
63425 4 — —
46325 5 . —
34625 5 —
23645 5 —

Twice repeated.

Yours faithfully,
BRIAN J. WOODRUFFE.
London. S.W.

LONG LENGTH ALTERATION

The attempt for 15,120 Plain Bob Minor on
handbells has had to be postponed on Novem-
ber 21st, and will now take place on November
28th at St. Vedast’s, Foster Lane, London,
E.C., commencing at 2 p.m.—B.J. W.

NO PRIDE
Dear Sir,—1 wish Mr. Hector G. Pride had
rung in the false Cambridge at Coalbrookdale
instead of the undersigned.—Yours faithfully,

HECTOR G. BIRD.
Highbridge, Somerset.

PIlHITN G g e

A PRACTICAL CHRISTMAS GIFT

Many old age pensioners are finding it
difficult to continue their postal subscrip-
tion to ‘The Ringing World.” Why
not make them a Christmas present of
a year’s subscription? This would serve
the double purpose of helping ‘The
Ringing World * and enable the older
members to maintain their interest.

TR HHA G

W wnn
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John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

The Leading Bell

Founders
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Council of Church Bell Ringers
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The Editor, ‘The Ringing World,
c/o Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guildford, Surrey
Tel. Guildford 5028 or 5311

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

One copy 2copies 3 copies 4 copies
3 months 9/6 — — —
6 months 18/- £1/14/0 £2/9/0 £3/3/0
12 months £1/15/0 £3/3/0 £4/11/0 £5/19/0

Remittances to Mr. J. E. Jeater, Greystones,
Cusgarne, Truro, Cornwall. Cheques payable
to ‘The Ringing World.’

Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer : E. A
Barnett, 26, Iron Mill Lane, Crayford, Kent.

Telephone: Crayford 24989.
Hon. Librarian: F. W. Perrens, 68, Warwick
Avenue, Coventry.
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Frank |I.

R. S. Anderson,

W. G. Wilson.

H airs,

Editor : T. W. White.

THE RINGING WORLD

Deserving of special com-
ment is the peal of Grandsire
Doubles, Broad Hinton, Wilts, BELFRY
which was the first peal for four of the band,
the first of Grandsire Doubles by the other two
and the first as conductor.

The Cumberlands had a seaside excursion to
Great Yarmouth on November 10th to score
the first peal of Cinques on the bells.

All ringing has been suspended at St. Mary’s,
Weldon, owing to the frame having become
loose. It is hoped that work on the bells will
start in the not-too-distant future.

Mr. H. Oglesby enquires whether Miss Jenni-
fer Sceeny (aged 16J) is the youngest lady to
conduct a peal. (See peal at Hitgham, October
18th, page 740.)

Mr. E. Chambers,
M.BjJE. for his service
shire Fire Brigade, is now in charge of the
county fire prevention office. He is one
of the most regular Sunday ringers at St.
Michael’s, St. Albans.

The bells at Uffington, Lines, have been
silent for many years, but after attention and

who was awarded the
with the Hertford-

rehanging they are a very good going and
musical six. A good first peal was scored on
November 3rd, with Miss Julia Larkinson

ringing the third dike an expert.

Congratulations to Mr. Frederick Gamble
who rang his first quarter peal at Bedworth on
October 28th. Mr. Gamble has been a loyal
ringer at Bedworth for a great many years, and
the rest of the band tender their best wishes
for many more happy ringing years.

Mr. Lester Gray, of Liverpool, realised two
ambitions when he visited London for the Col-
lege Youths” dinner. One was to meet his old
friend Herbert Langdon, and it was good to
see Lester, now 80, and Herbert, 81, with their
heads together discussing old times. His other
ambition was to ring the treble on the new bells
at Holborn to three courses of Stedman Triples,
called by his old friend Frank Smallwood. This
was fulfilled, and we imagine he returned to
Liverpool a happy man.

November 23, 1962

A few years back a well-
GOSSIP known church had installed an
amplification system for broad-
casting bells. The Bishop was there to dedicate
them in the presence of local dignitaries and a
large congregation. Unfortunately, when the
verger had been sent out to purchase a suitable
record, he had chosen ‘The Bells of St. Mary’s,’
with Bing Crosby!—St. Jude’s Parish Magazine,
South Kensington.

The 600th peal has been rung at the Church
of St. John-the-Baptist, Erith.

An English scho61master-ringer is required to
produce the best results on th