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O LD  TOM

O LD Tom rang the ‘ ting-tang ’ bell a t his village 
church for years and was also organ blower. His 
career and the incidents connected with his ‘ blow­

ing ’ is too long a story to be related here, but, in any 
case, Tom  ‘ did not hold ’ with any ‘ new-fangled ’ ideas, 
and when the new electric blower was installed Tom  lost 
his job.

A nother climax came one day when Tom  found eight 
new bells in the churchyard ready for hoisting into a tower 
which never even boasted a ting-tang, and we wondered 
what Tom would say about a nice new octave when they 
were installed. How would Tom approach his new duties 
as steeplekeeper and bell-ringer in the light of changed 
circumstances? He could manage the ‘ ting-tang ’ very 
well, but how about eight bells hung in a fram e? Tom 
kept his thoughts to himself, saw us ring the bells on 
dedication day and watched them being chimed on Sun­
day afternoons, but when the first practice night came he 
unlocked the door and said he would be back for lock­
ing up.

Time went on and it reached the V icar’s ears that Tom 
was not taking lessons with the result th a t he was told 
in  no uncertain words that duty must be done. H e came 
to practice and duly ignored one or two quiet ‘ digs ’ about 
starting, but would not take part. A fter locking up he 
asked the instructor to give him some lessons ‘ on his own ’ 
with a ‘ slashed ’ bell, so it was arranged for a bell to be 
lashed on a given evening. The instructor pulled the bell 
up and took Tom above to  show him the various points 
that should be borne in mind, but Tom, after seeing a 
bell m outh upward for the first time, announced that he 
was ‘ flabbergasted ’ and would have nothing to do with 
it. The instructor returned to the ringing cham ber rather 
sadly, for he clearly saw that Tom would not become a 
ringer in the English style, but he still had hopes tha t he

m ight become a good chimer, yet here again his pupil 
failed and did not like the ‘ new-fangled thing ’ a t all. The 
only course left was to m ake Tom  a ‘ toller ’ and let him  
do his b it five minutes before service, a  task which he 
m anaged fairly well providing the swing of the bell was 
not too high.

One evening the instructor heard  a bell sounding forth  
from the tower prior to a special evening service and he 
concluded it was Tom  managing by himself, so he hastened 
to see how he was progressing. M ounting the steps to the 
ringing chamber, he was surprised to  find tha t Tom  was 
missing yet the bell was sounding. Somewhat mystified, 
he ascended to the intermediate cham ber, but Tom  was 
not there, and after a further ascent to the top  of the bell- 
fram e he perceived Tom  in the p it of one of the bells 
operating his own idea of bell-ringing. In  his hand was a 
ham m er and he counted from one to four, then brought 
the ham m er smartly down on the sound-bow instead of 
calling five. Needless to say, Tom was immediately stopped 
and told quite candidly that ringing by rope is by far the 
best method, tha t the ringing cham ber is the right place 
for ringing and his idea a dangerous undertaking.

So Tom  went back to the rope and, m uch to his delight, 
became quite confident, even though his perform ance was 
always short. H e was not the type tha t could be expected 
to  learn ringing with a young band, but though he did no t 
become a ringer he had good qualities such as thorough­
ness and punctuality, together w ith a sense of pride in all 
he did, so that ringers could enjoy ringing under clean con­
ditions in the ringing chamber. He never touched a rope 
in any tower except his own, for he was thoroughly local, 
bu t he was proud of the ringers who rang a t his tower 
and delighted in welcoming visitors. M any would smile a t 
such a character and often ‘ pull his leg,’ but Tom  never 
became ruffled, for he could ‘ take it ’ all in good part, 
and before knowing him  very long many ringers found 
him  a loyal, lovable personality.

W ILLIA M  SH EPH ER D .
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TWELVE BELL PEAL
NORWICH.

THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
On Easter Monday, Apr. 11, 1955, in 3 Hours and 50 Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P et e r  M a n c r o ft ,
A PEAL OF 5280 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAXIMUS

Tenor 37 cwt. 3 qr. 15 lb.
F r a n k  E. D arby  
W il f r e d  W il l ia m s  
R ic h a r d  E. P rice  
D o n a l d  G. C l if t  
J o h n  S . M a so n  
B rian  D .  T h relfall

..  Treble M ic h a el  V. C h ilco tt
.. .. 2 G eorge  W. P ip e
.. .. 3 C ec il  W. P i p e .......................
. .  . .  4 F r e d k . E . C o l l in s

. .  . .  5 Jo h n  H. C ra m p io n

..  6 E d w a r d  P . D u f f ie l d
Composed by J o h n  C a r t e r .

9 
10 
11 

Tenor
Conducted by W i l f r e d  W i l l i a m s .

TEN BELL PEAL
MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE.

THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Mon., Mar. 28, 1955, in 3 Hours and 24 Minutes,

At r'HTTRf’H
A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL

Tenor 23 cwt. 2 yr. 23 lb.
J o h n  W o r t h  ....................... Trebl
G ra em e  A .  H u g h e s  . .  2  
F r e d  D un k e r l e y  . .  . .  3 
J u n e  H e n s h a w  . .  . .  4
B a s il  Jo n e s  .......................  5
Composed by W il l ia m  P y e .

A wedding compliment to
married at this church on March 26th.

G er a ld  F arrer 
E d w a r d  Je n k in s  
H arry F arrer 
H e d l e y  W o o d  
J o s e p h  W . W h itta k er

Conducted by J o hn  W o r t h . 
Alan Wainwright and Anne Worth,

9
Tenor

EIGHT BELL PEALS
BIRMINGHAM .

ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM 
On Wed., Mar. 23, 1955, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  P h i l ip ,
A PEAL OF 5056 ALDRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR

Tipler’s D 56/1.
E v e l y n  M . F l etch er  . .  Treble 
E d g a r  C . S h e p h e r d  . .  2
P et e r  B o r der  .......................  3
J o h n  P in f o l d  .......................  4

Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 10 lb. in A. 
T e r r y  R. H a m p to n  . .  . .  5 
G e o r g e  E . F e a r n  . .  . .  6 
C l i f f o r d  A . B a r r o n  . .  6 
M i c h a e l  G .  M o r t o n  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by P e t e r  B o r b e r .Composed by E r n e s t  W. T ip l e r .
The first peal in the method.

BIRMINGHAM .
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Mon., Mar. 28, 1955, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t Bis h o p  R y d e r ’s  C h u r c h .

A PEAL OF 5056 UMBERSLADE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tipler’s B27/3. - Tenor 12 cwt. 3 qr. 24 lb. in F sharp.
H en r y  H .  F ear n  . .  . .  Treble 
G eo rg e E . F ear n  . .  - .  2
Jo h n  P in f o l d  .......................  3
M ic ha el  G . M o rto n  . .  4

P eter  B o r d e r  .......................  5
T erry R . H a m pto n  . .  . .  6 
F ra nk  E . H aynesi . .  . .  7 
C l if f o r d  A .  B arron . .  Tenor

Composed by E . W . Tipler. Conducted by C l if f o r d  A . B arron . 
The first peal in the method.

ERDINGTON, BIRMINGHAM.
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Wed., Mar. 30, 1955, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
A t  t h e  R o m a n  C a th o lic  C h u r c h  o f  SS. T h o m a s  a n d  E d m u n d ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 15 cwt. 3 qr. 26 lb. in F  

A n t h o n y  B a il e y  . .  . .  Treble J P eter  J. M o rto n  . .  . .  5 
M ic h a el  G . M o r to n  . .  2 j P eter  B o r d er  . ,  . .  . .  6
M a u reen  M . F e l l o w s  . .  3 | A n t h o n y  A g e r .......................  7

‘ P a u l  J. R i g b y .......................  4 ! G eo rg e  E . F earn . .  . .  Tenor
Composed by A r t h u r  K n ig h t s . Conducted by P e t e r  B o r d e r .

* First peal of Major ‘ inside.’

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wed., Mar. 30, 1955, in 2 Hours and 19 Minutes,
A t  t h e  B el l  F o u n d r y  C a m p a n il e .

A PEAL OF 5088 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 6 cwt. 2 qr. 13 lb. in C.

E r n e st  M o r r i s ....................... Treble 1 J o h n  A . A cr es  . .  5
M r s .  B . G. W a r w ic k  . .  2 E r n e s t  J . J e l l e y  . .  6 
W il l ia m  T h o r n le y  . . . .  3 ‘ B r ia n  S. C h ap m an  . .  . .  7 
J o h n  M . J e l l e y  . . . .  4  B r ia n  G . W a r w ic k  . .  . .  Tenor 
Composed by N o la n  G o l d e n .  Conducted by B r ia n  G .  W a r w ic k .  

* First peal in the method.

WHITWICK, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri„ Apr. 1, 1955, in 3 Hours.
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,

A PEAL OF 5184 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt.

. .  Treble i R o l a n d  B e n is t o n

2 J Jo h n  A. U n d e r w o o d

3 | J o s e p h  W. C o tto n  . .
4  I H a r o ld  J . P o ole

E. C h a r les T u r n er  
M r s . H. J. P o ole 
M r s . B . G .  W a r w ic k  
M ic h a el  E. B r o w n  
C o m p o se d  b y  F r e d  D e n a l . Conducted b y  H ar old  J

5
6 
7

. Tenor 
P o o l e .

ISLEWORTH, MIDDLESEX.
LONDON COUNTY ASSN. & N. SOUTHWARK DIO. GUILD. 

On Sat., Apr. 2, 1955, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5120 ASHTEAD SURPRISE MAJOR
M r s . K a th l e e n  F. P a r r . . Treble 

• M r s . O l iv e  L. R o g er s  . .  2  
W il f r id  G. W il s o n  . .  3

tALAN P. C a v e .................  4
Arranged b y  W il f r id  G. W il s o n .

• S q u ir e  C r o f t  . .  . .  • . .  5 
T h o m a s  E. D a v ie s  . .  . .  6 
A la n  F. T h ir s t  . .  7
H a r o ld  W . R o g er s . .  Tenor 

Conducted b y  H ar old  W. R o g er s .
* 50th peal together, f  First peal of Surprise. First peal of Ashtead 

Surprise Major by all, and for the Association.

RAUNDS, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Apr. 2, 1955, in 3 Hours and 19 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 22 cwt. 8 lb.

D a v id  W . Ja m e s  . .  Treble
Jo h n  K in g  .......................  2

• L eo n a r d  G .  T o se l a n d  . .  3 
B arrie  H e n d r y  . .  . .  4

E r n e st  E . W h itm o r e  . .  5
W il l ia m  J . W h it m o r e  . .  6
P a tr ick  I. C h a pm a n  . .  . .  7
B ryan  P a t t iso n  . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by J o h n  R. P r it c h a r d . Conducted by B ryan  P a tt iso n .
* First peal on eight bells. Ernest E. Whitmore has now ‘ circled 

the tower.’
Rung as a compliment to Mr. and Mrs. L. G. Toseland on the occa­

sion of their 21st wedding anniversary.

MAULDEN, BEDFORDSHIRE.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Apr. 9, 1955, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ar y ,

A PEAL OF 5024 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10J cwt.

A n d r e w  C . S i n f i e l d  ' 
R o n a l d  J. S h a r p  . .  

t P h i l i p  M e h e w

D e n n is  K n o x ........................Treble
• J a m es  G .  N e w m a n . .  . .  2
t  St e p h e n  I v i n .......................  3

J o h n  W. S in f ie l d  . .  . .  4 D er ek  P . Jo n e s

Composed and Conducted by D e n n is  K n o x .
• First peal of Yorkshire ‘ inside.’ t  First peal of Yorkshire.

5
. .  6 

7
.. Tenor

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
N ew  Installations : Repairs : M aintenance 

Estim ates and Advice Free 
JO H N  SM ITH  & SON, M idland Clock W orks, D ERBY , LTD .'
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MARSHFIELD, MONMOUTHSHIRE.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., Apr. 9, 1955, in 3 Hours,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary-t h e -V ir g in ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 11 cwt. in A.

• P atricia H. Jo n e s  . .  
D o n ald  G . C larke 
Jac q u elin e  S . E v a n s  

‘ C l iv e  G . B ry ant  . .

T h o m a s  Y eo m a n  
R o bert  E .  C o l e s  

tJoH N  E . M organ 
D a v id  J. K in g

Conducted by D a v id  J. K in g .

.. Treble 
2
3
4

Composed by C o r n e l iu s  C h a r g e .
* First peal of Major, t  First peal of Major ‘ inside.’ 
Rung as a 19th birthday compliment to John E. Morgan.

PENDLETON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Apr. 9, 1955, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes, 
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . T h o m a s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
Tenor 18| cwt. in E.

7
Tenor

Jo s e p h  T h o r n l e y  
A lbe r t  G reen h a lg h  
P e t e r  C ro o k  (S e n .) 
H e nr y  P r e sc o tt  . .

• M ary W a l s h a w  . .  . .  Treble 
B r ian  T o m l in s o n  ..  .. 2 
A r t h u r  T o m l in so n  .. 3 
N o rm an  T o m p k in s  . .  4

Conducted by P eter  C r o o k , S e n r .
* 50th peal.
A birthday compliment to the tenor ringer.

SADDLEWORTH. YORKS.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Apr. 9, 1955, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . C h a d .

A PEAL OF 5088 MACCLESFIELD SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 6 lb. in G.

5
6 
7

Tenor

* H enr y  O . B ak er  . .  . .  Treble 
F r e d  D u n k e r l e y  .. .. 2

• J o hn  E . B i b b y .................  3
B a s il  Jo n e s  .......................  4

C . K e n n e t h  L e w is  . .  
Jo h n  W o rth  
P e t e r - L a f l in  
E d w a r d  Je n k in s

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by C. K e n n e t h  L e w i s .Composed by A. G. D r iv e r .

* First peal in the method.
First peal in the method on the bells and by the Association.

WESTBOURNE, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Apr. 9, 1955, in, 3 Hours,
A t t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,

A PEAL OF 5184 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 12 lb.

‘ R u s s e l l  R . H . P arker  . .  Treble | T o w e r  R . T aylor 
*E. W in if r e d  K e y s  .. 2

A l f r e d  T . G r e e n w o o d  . .  3 
^ N o r m a n  J. S m ith  . .  . .  4  
Composed by F r e d k .  D e n c h .

F r ed er ic k  W . R og er s 
W il l ia m  T . B e e so n  . .  
C h a r l e s  H . K ip p in  . .

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by C h a r l e s  H. K i p p in . 

* First peal in the method. 75th peal by the ringer of the second.

BOLTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955, in 3 Hours and 8 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  T h e  H o l y  T r in it y ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 17i cwt.

A r th u r  T o m l in s o n  ..  Treble
• M il d r e d  Jo n e s  . .  .. 2 

M ary  W a l s h a w  . .  3
B rian  A . T o m l in so n  .. 4

Ja m e s  W . G r o u n d s  . .  . .  5 
A lber t  G re e n h a l g h  . .  6
P eter  C rook  .......................  7
J o h n  A s h c r o f t ....................... Tenor

Conducted by A r t h u r  T o m l in s o n .Composed by T. B. W o r s l e y .
* First peal.
Rung to celebrate Mr. Peter Crook’s 50 years of ringing.

BRANCEPETH, CO. DURHAM.
THE DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . B r a n d o n ,

A PEAL OF 5152 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR
Middleton’s.

S ta n ley  H e w e t t  .. Treble
• C h arles M cG u i n e s s  .. 2
t  S t e p h e n  T h o m p s o n  . .  3 

D e n is  A . B ay les  . .  4

Tenor 15 cwt. 
K e n n e t h  A r t h u r  . .  . .  5 

I P h il ip  G .  D r a f f a n . .  . .  6  
•E ric  N .  H a r r iso n  . .  . .  7 

J. A la n  A in s w o r t h  . .  Tenor
Conducted by J. A lan  A in s w o r t h .

• 25th peal together, t  First peal in the method. } First peal of 
Surprise.

First peal of Surprise as conductor.

CARDIFF.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955 , in 3 Hours and 16 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,

A PEAL OF 5024 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor 27  cwt.

W il l ia m  T . P e t t y  . .  
H ar old  C a s s e l  
D il l y s  H u l ber t  
A l b er t  J. P it m a n  
Composed by J. B a r k er . 

* First peal of Major.

. Treble A . R y a n  P ric e  ..  . .  5
2 *T r ev o r  L e w is  . .  . . 6
3 T h o m a s  Y e o m a n s  . .  . .  7

4  W il l ia m  D a r e ....................... Tenor
Conducted by W il l ia m  D are . 

First peal of Major on the bells since 1912.

DERBY.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955, in 3 Hours and 8 Minutes, 
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF 5120 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor 11 cwt. 1 qr. 14 lb.

Joan  E . H o o d l e s s  . .  . .  Treble 
B e n ja m in  B ar ker  .. .. 2
A llan  S i m p s o n .................  3
C h a r les  W . T o w e r s  . .  4  

Composed by A r t h u r  K n ig h t s . 
* First peal of Major.

C l e m e n t  G l e n n  
• J .  D a v id  C la r k e  

W alter  S te e n  . .  
A l f r e d  M o u l d

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by C l e m e n t  G l e n n .

HAZELBECH, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

(Guilsborough Branch.)
On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ic h a el  a n d  A l l  A n g e l s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 15 cwt. 12 lb.

*C . W il l ia m  B r o w n  .. Treble I * D er e k  E . G r if f in  .. ..  5 
• D a w n  V . E l so n  . . . .  2 : * R o b in  W il s o n  . .  . .  6

M ic h a el  F.  A m o s  . . . .  3 ! *Jo h n  K i n c h i n .................  7
D o n a l d  S . P a y n e  ..  . .  4 E r n e s t  G .  O r l a n d  . .  .. Tenor 

Composed by J . C arter . Conducted by E r n e st  G. O r l a n d .
* First peal of Major. First peal on eight bells by a branch band.

SHERBORNE, DORSET.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955, in 4 Hourd and 14 Minutes,
A t  t h e  A b b e y  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary-t h e -V ir g in .

A PEAL OF 5024 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 46 cwt. 5 lb. in B flat.

C h a r l e s  H . K ip p in  . .  Treble 
M r s . F . J. M ar sh a l l sa y  2 
G . S t e d m a n  M o r r i s  ..  3 

• M ic h a el  J . B e s t  . .  . .  4  
Composed by F ra nk  B e n n e t t .

* First peal of Surprise Major.

H er ber t  H .  A br a h a m s  . .  5 
W il l ia m  A .  T h e o b a l d  .. 6  
F r a n k  L. H a r ris . .  . .  7 
R o n a l d  N .  M a r l o w . .  ..T enor  

Conducted by C h a r les  H . K ip p i n . 
The first peal of London on the bells.

WHITTLE-LE-WOODS, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955, in 3 Hours and 8 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n .

A PEAL OF 5024 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 21!- cwt. in E flat.

E . R oger  M a r tin  .. . .  Treble 
G . A l e c  D im m o c k  . . ..  2 
T h o m a s  B arker  . .  .. 3 
L aw r en c e  W a l m s l e y  .. 4  
Composed by A r t h u r  C r a v e n .

W il l ia m  L an ca ster  . .  . .  5 
Ja m e s  B la c k b u r n  . .  . .  6  
C y r il  C r o s s t h w a it e  . .  7
A r t h u r  H a t c h ....................... Tenor

Conducted by E. R. M a r t in .
Arranged for W. Lancaster of Derby, who was formerly chief ringer 

at this tower.

NORTH STONEHAM, HANTS.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Tues., Apr. 12, 1955, in 2 Hours and 47  Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . N ic o l a s .

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 
P ark er’s T w elv e -p a r t. T e n o r  9 c w t. 26 lb. 
• R oger  P ayne ................. Treble C h ar les  T aylor  ..  ..  5
• A n n  V in ter  

N o rm a n  H a yes 
t  C ed r ic  M u r p h y

■f A l ic e  M . R e e d  . .  . .  6  
R e g in a l d  A .  R e e d  . .  .. 7 

•L . W il l ia m  S te a d  ..  .. Tenor
Conducted by R e g in a l d  A. R e e d .

* First peal, t  First peal in the method. The conductor’s 150th peal. 
Rung to the Glory of God and with the bells half muffled as a 

tribute to the work in the parish of Mrs. Goodier, wife of the Rector’s 
warden, who died on April 11th.
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FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
WHITTLESFORD, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Mar. 25, 1955, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  SS. M a r y  a n d  A n d r e w ,

A PEAL OF 5040 KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR 
Being seven extents. Tenor 14 cwt. in F. 
• J i l l  I. M a r t i n ................. Treble

J a n e  T h o r p e  .................  2
T . R e g i n a l d  D e n n i s  . .  3

Conducted by W. J .  R id g m a n .  
* First peal of Treble Bob.

* D a v id  P. S t u b b in g  . .  4  
E u s t a c e  W . B u l l m a n  . .  5 
W il l ia m  J. R id g m a n  . .  Tenor

PACKWOOD, WARWICKSHIRE.
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Sat., Mar. 26, 1955, in 2 Hours and 20 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St. G il e s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR
Tenor H  cwt.Seven extents.

‘ R o bert  E. T a l l is  . .  . .  Treble
M u r ie l  R e a y .................  2
B ryan  D. A. W o o lley  . .  3

M ic h a el  G .  M o rton  
G eo rg e  E. F earn 
P eter  B o rder

4
5

Tenor
C o n d u c te d  b y  P e t e r  B o r d e r . 

' F ir s t p e a l w ith  T re b le  B o b  H u n t.

PACKWOOD, WARWICKSHIRE.
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Thurs., Mar. 31, 1955, in 2 Hours and 27 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  Sr. G il e s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Seven different extents. Tenor cwt.
R ic h a r d  G .  M o r r is . .  Treble
M u r ie l  R ea y  .................  2
G eorge  E. F earn . .  ..  3

Conducted by P eter  B o r d e r . 
* First peal of Minor.

‘ E ric  E . W im l e t t  . .  . .  4
P et e r  B o r d e r .................  5
M ic ha el  G. M o rto n  . .  Tenor

MELBOURN, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., Mar. 30, 1955, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being one extent of Ely Delight and six of Cambridge Surprise. 

Tenor 15 cwt. in F.
I v o r  J . D ic k in  . .  
J o h n  G .  G ip s o n  
C h r is . M. P. Jo h n so n

. .  4

. .  5 
. .  Tenor

• W il l ia m  J . R id g m a n  . .  Treble 
G il l ia n  A . S m it h  . .  . .  2 

•T. R e g in a l d  D e n n is  ..  3
Conducted by W. J. R id g m a n .

* 50th peal together.
Rung as congratulations to Marion Grain and the Rev. Hugh Joseph 

on announcing their engagement.

SHOBROOKE, DEVON.
THE GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.

On Thurs., Mar. 31, 1955, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . S w it h u n ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being two extents each of Single Court, Oxford Bob, Double Bob and 
one of College Bob. Tenor 12 cwt.
H. W . B u t t  ....................... Treble I H ar old  P. B u r t o n  . .  . .  4
F r ed er ic k  W r efo r d  ..  2 Jo h n  L. S . G l a n v il l  . .  5
S id n e y  Sk in n e r  . . . .  3 ' J o h n  Q u ic k  ........................Tenor

Conducted by S id n e y  S k in n e r .

NORTH WINGFIELD, DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

(Chesterfield District.)
On Tues., Apr. 5, 1955, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes,

A t t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . L a w r e n c e ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being two extents of Kent Treble Bob,i four of Oxford T.B., one of 
Plain Bob. Tenor 18 cwt.
W alter  D a v is  . .  . .  . .  Treble W il f r e d  R i l e y .................  4
S am  S catterg o o d  . .  . .  2 G eorge E. H anco ck  . .  5
D o reen  A r m str o n g  . .  . .  3 F rank  B r a d l e y ....................... Tenor

Conducted by D oreen  A r m st r o n g .
The conductor’s 30th peal.

HEMINGBROUGH, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Good Friday, Apr. 8, 1955, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being 720 each of Single Oxford Bob, Double Oxford Bob, Cambridge 
Surprise, Plain Bob, St. Clement’s Bob, Kent Treble Bob and Oxford 
Treble Bob. Tenor 10 cwt.
• J o h n  W a r d l e ....................... Treble

D. M argaret H a w ley  . .  2 
• J o h n  J . T a y lo r  . .  . .  3

G. F r e d  T e r r y .................  4
E d w a r d  M. B r a d l e y  . .  5 
L e s l ie  M. W o o d h e a d  . .  Tenor

Conducted by L e s l ie  M. W o o d h e a d .
* First peal in seven methods. Rung with the bells half muffled.

DALLINGTON, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Apr. 9, 1955, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . G il e s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being two extents each of Cambridge Surprise, Oxford Treble Bob and 
three extents of Kent Treble Bob. Tenor 12 cwt.

K e v in  S. H o h l  
Jo h n  W. M ead e  

• C o l in  A . T e st e r

4
5

Tenor

W il l ia m  A . K it c h e n s id e  Treble 
F r ed er ic k  J . L a m ber t  .. 2 
S ta n l e y  G. P o n t in g  .. 3

Conducted by Jo h n  W. M e a d e .
• First peal in three methods.
The treble ringer has now ‘ circled the tower.’ First peal as con­

ductor.
HAWKSHEAD, LANCASHIRE.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Apr. 9, 1955, in 2 Hours and 39 Minutes,

A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ic h a el ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being two extents each of Oxford and Kent Treble Bob and three 
extents of Plain Bob. Tenor 11 cwt.
R o b in  S h u t t l e w o r t h  
J a m e s  E. B u r l e s  
A l a n  C a p s t ic k  . .  .

.. Treble Jo h n  B ackall  .......................  4
2 F ra nk  B i r k e t t .................  5

.................  3 N ic h o la s  M. N e w b y  . .  Tenor
Conducted by N ic h o la s  M. N e w b y .

Rung as a farewell to the Bishop of Penrith, Right Rev. H. V. 
Turner, at the close of his ministry as Vicat; of Hawkshead Parish 
Church.

CARLTON-JUXTA-SNAITH, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955, in 2 Hours and 29 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being one extent of St. Clement’s Bob, and two different extents each 
of Plain Bob, Kent and Oxford Treble Bob. Tenor 6 cwt.
S u s a n  H arrop  
D. M argaret  H a w l e y  
G. F r e d  T err y  . .

Treble 
2 
3

E d w a r d  M. B r a d ley  . .  4
A la n  S h e p p a r d .................  5
L e s l ie  M. W o o d h e a d  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by L e s l ie  M. W o o d h e a d .

EAST HARLING, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S S . P eter  a n d  P a u l ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being two extents each of Oxford Treble Bob and Kent Treble Bob 
and three extents of Plain Bob. Tenor 11 cwt.
• L eo n a r d  W . K in g  . .  . .  Treble F ra nk  C . J . A r n o l d  . .  4

D a v id  V o k e s .................  2 W il f r e d  G. S a u n d e r s  . .  5
• D r . P a u l  H. A. Jo n a so n  3 C e d r ic  F. W . P h il l ip p o  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by C ed r ic  F. W . P h il l ip p o .
* First peal in more than one method.
Rung for the festival of Easter.

MOUNTSORREL, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955, in 2 Hours and 38 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P et e r ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven extents. , Tenor 8 cwt. in G  sharp.
• J a c k  H a n f o r d ................. Treble
tB . S t e d m a n  P a y n e  . .  . .  2 
fR O Y S T O N  W lL M O R E  . . . . 3

G e o ff r e y  J. L o w e  . .  . .  4  
• G e o ff r e y  M. B r e w in  . .  5 
F. K e v in  T h o m p s o n  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by F. K e v in  T h o m p s o n .
* First peal, t  25th peal together. Conductor’s 50th peal and first 

of Minor as conductor.
Rung as a wedding anniversary compliment to Major and Mrs. C. F. 

Thompson.
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SPROUGHTON, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955, in 2 Hours and 38 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being extents in seven methods: Hereward Bob, Single Court, Single 
Oxford, Double Court, Double Oxford, St. Clement’s and Plain Bob. 

Tenor 10 cwt.
G e o r g e  W . W a t e r m a n  . .  Treble 
R o s e m a r y  S e a b r o o k  . .  2 
R o b e r t  E. L e s t e r  . . . .  3

Sa m u e l  J .  T w it c h e t i  
R o n a l d  W . S t e w a r d  
U rba n  W . W il d n e y  . .

4
5

Tenor
Conducted by U r b a n  W . W i l d n e y .

s t o k e -n e x t -g u i l d f o r d , s u r r e y .
THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Mon., Apr. 11, 1955, in 2 Hours and 32 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J o h n -t h e -E v a n g e l is t ,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Being two extents each of New Bob, Reverse New Bob, Stedman, Place 
Bob, Fortune. Kennington, Northrepps Pleasure, Clifford Pleasure, 
Southrepps Pleasure, Reverse Canterbury Pleasure, Winchendon Place, 
St. Nicholas’, St. Martin's. St. Simon’s, Eynsham, Old. All Saints’, 

Reverse St. Bartholomew, April Day, Plain Bob and Grandsire. 
Tenor 7 cwt. 2 qr. in A.

R o y  C o l l i n s  
R o l a n d  W . M o r a n t  
E. J o h n  W e l l s  . .

Treble S h e l a g h  R .  C o l l i n s  . .  4
2  A n n  M. C o x ........................ 5
3 ‘ J a m e s  F. D o d s o n  ... ..Tenor  

Conducted by E. J o h n  W e l l s .
* First peal of Doubles. First peal in 21 doubles methods by all the 

band, on the bells, and for the Guild.
Rung for Easter.

ROADE, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tues., Apr. 12, 1955, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a ry-t h e -V ir g in .

A  PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Consisting of two extents each of Stedman and four extents each of 
Norfolk, A p r il  Day, Kennington, Old Bob, Plain Bob, All Saints’, 
Reverse Canterbury Pleasure, Southrepps Pleasure, Cliffords Pleasure 
and St. Columb. Tenor 10 cwt. 2 qr. 17 lb. in F.
H a r r y  E. C u r t i s  . .  . .  Treble I A n t h o n y  J. B a k e r  . .  . .  3 

: A n t h o n y  G .  O s b o r n e  . .  2 [ G e o r g e  F. R o o m e  . .  . .  4 
A l a n  C .  C o z e n s  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by A l a n  C . C o z e n s .
■ First peal in eleven methods for all the band, 

i Rung for the festival of Easter.

SHELFORD, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.

J On Tues., Apr. 12, 1955, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S S . P e t e r  a n d  P a u l ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being 240 by Pitman and 40 extents (10 callings). Tenor 12 cwt.

M a r k  W . L e w i s  . .  ..T reble  I S im o n  J. B a r l e y  . .  ... 3
F. W i l l i a m  M i d w i n t e r  . .  2 | F r e d e r i c k  G. H o o p e r  ... 4 

♦ W i l l i a m  L .  E x t o n  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by S im o n  L .  B a r l e y .

I * 25th peal.
■ Rung for the festival of Easter.

GILLETT
A N D

JOHNSTON
LIMITED

No matter in which corner of the country 
you happen to be, as likely as not you 
will come across Cillett & Johnston bells 
or tower clocks. Cillett & Johnston crafts­
manship is embodied in an all-embracing 
service —  as much in the preservation 
and restoration of old rings of antiquarian 
interest as in the installation of new.

HANDBELL PEALS
SAWLEY, DERBYSHIRE.

THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Apr. 9, 1955, in 1 Hour and 48 Minutes,

I n  t h e  B e l f r y  o f  A l l  S a in t s ’ C h u r c h ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 

Being seven different extents.
J o h n  S . H a r r i s o n  ..  . .  1-2 | M a u r i c e  B a i l e y  . .  . .  3-4 

D a v i d  J. M a r s h a l l  . .  5-6 
Conducted by D a v i d  J. M a r s h a l l .

BURBAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

(Hinckley District.)
On Wed., Apr. 13, 1955, in 2 Hours and 20 Minutes,

A t  ‘ S t e d m a n ,’ S k e t c h l e y  R o a d ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 15 cwt. in C.
J o h n  A . S m i t h  .................  1-2 | A l f r e d  B a l l a r d  . .  . .  3-4
C  R o g e r  H a y w a r d  . .  . . 5-6 | ‘ M i c h a e l  V e r n o n  . .  . .  7-8 
Composed by E. M . A t k i n s .  Conducted by A l f r e d  B a l l a r d .

* First peal of Plain Bob.
First peal of Major ‘ in hand ’ by all except the conductor.

B E L L  F O U N D E R S

AND

C L O C K  M A K E R S
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A LFO R D , LIN CS.—O n M ar. 5th, 1,440 P lain Bob 
M inor : JL  Pike 1, J . I . Sm ith 2, M rs. K. K ettering- 
ham 3, S. H . Sutton  4, K . K etteringham  5, J. R. 
K etteringham  (cond.) 6. A  wedding anniversary com ­
plim ent to  M r. an d  M rs. K. Ketteringham .

BED FO R D .—A t the Church o f St. Paul, on  Mar. 
27th, 1,280 P lain Bob M in o r: D. Thom pson 1, S. 
F oskett 2, R . A. Lennard  3, P. J. Shipton 4, G. 
A m or 5, B. Pattison (cond.) 6. R ung on the front 
six before the B edford M odern School end-of-term 
service. Also for Evensong on the same day, 1,344 
Oxford Bob T rip le s : Miss V. M. Look 1, P. J. 
Shipton 2, R. A. Lennard 3, G . A m or 4, J. R . 
Taylor 5, S. F oskett 6, C . E. Jeffries (arranged and 
conducted) 7, D. Thom pson 8. F irst quarter peal in 
the m ethod by all the  band (the St. P aul’s Company), 
in the county and fo r the Bedfordshire Association.

B ED W ELLTY , M O N —On A pril 1st, 1,560 Plain 
Bob D o u b le s : T . T . Lewis 1, M rs. A. R . Price 2, 
Jean  Powell 3, A. R . Price 4, A. K. G. Jones (first 
as cond.) 5, G. W illiam s 6. R ung as a  silver wedding 
com plim ent to  M r. and  Mrs. M. W illiams, of Porth- 
kerry, G lam . Also o n  A pril 10th, 1,260 Plain Bob 
D oubles : M argaret Boyt (first quarter) 1, Mrs. A. R . 
Price 2, Jean  Powell 3, B. Thom as 4, A. R . Price 
(cond.) 5, G . W illiam s 6. Rung fo r evening service.

BLEW BU RY , BERK S.—O n Easter Sunday, 1,260 
S tedm an T rip le s : H . D unsden 1, J. Blond 2, A. 
G reenough 3, H . W ells 4, F. Jam es 5, C. Cordcroy 6, 
R. Blond (cond.) 7, C. Cordcroy 8.

BRAM PTON ASH, N O R T H A N T S —O n Palm  Sun­
day, 1,440 M inor (720 St. C lem ent’s and 720 D ouble 
Oxford B o b ) : R . J . Coles (first o f M inor) 1, L . G. 
Toseland 2, B. H endry 3, P. I. C hapm an 4, B. S. 
C ope 5, B. Pattison (cond.) 6. R ung as  a com pli­
m ent to  the Rev. H. R . J. N orton  on being instituted 
R ural D ean o f  W eldon I.

BRA NSTO N , LIN C S.—On A pril 11th. 1,260 D ouble 
Oxford Bob M in o r: C . Speed 1, J. Pearson 2, A. 
Ingall 3, R . A pplewhite 4, L. W illders 5, J. M usson 
(cond.) 6. R ung for the  65th birthday o f  the ringer 
o f  the  3rd; also fo r the re tu rn  from  hospital o f  the 
R ecto r’s wife (Mrs. W . R . Dewey).

B O RO U G H , S .E .—O n Palm  Sunday, 1,260 Stedm an 
T r ip le s : J . A . H ales 1, T . H . Taffender (cond.) 2.
C . W . Ottley 3, F . R anson 4, J. H ales 5, F . P. M ead
6, W . D . G rainger 7, C . F. V ictor N eil 8. Rung 
fo r Evensong.

BU RES, S U FFO LK .—O n A pril 10th. 1,264 Plain 
Bob M a jo r: L. D . Mills 1, R . H . Davies 2, S. T. 
H um e 3, D. L. Mills 4, J. M. Spurgin 5. M rs. L. 
Mills 6, A. W . Cansdale (cond.) 7, E. C . H ynard 8. 
A birthday com plim ent to  the conductor.

C H ELSFIELD , K E N T .—O n E aster Sunday, 1,260 
G randsirc Doubles : Bridget Cox 1, A nn C arpenter 2, 
J. Panncll 3, V. W ebster 4, J . P arker (cond.) 5, J. 
C arpenter 6. R ung fo r Evensong, and  fo r the christen­
ing o f  John  G ordon M oore, son o f  M r. and Mrs.
G . M. M oore.

C R A N F O R D , N O R T H A N TS.—O n April 8th, 1.260 
Plain Bob D o u b le s : Miss M. Crosier, (aged 12, first 
quarter) 1, R . S tretton  2. L. G . Berridge (cond., aged 
12, first quarter) 3, C. Everett 4, D . W . James (first 
quarter) 5. Rung half-muffled on G ood Friday  to  the 
G lory  o f God.

C U C K FIEL D , SUSSEX.—O n Easter Sunday. 1,260 
O xford T reble Bob : Mrs. K. Snelling 1, G. A pps 2.
H . C . Lilley 3, K. Snelling 4, J. W . Jeffery 5, J. H. 
LiDey 6, F . G odsm ark (cond.) 7, E. J. B rett 8. Rung 
fo r Easter service, and also a s  a  birthday com plim ent 
to  E. J. Brett.

EA STO N  M A U D IT , N O R T H A N TS.—On M ar. 31st.
I.260 G randsire D oubles, all different callings : D. 
Edm unds 1, E. G ee/es  (first quarter) 2. R . D aniels 3, 
R . Line 4, E. Sm art (cond.) 5.

EPSOM , S U R R E Y .—A t Christ Church, on Easter 
Day, 1,260 G randsirc T rip le s : Jean  E . Howells 1, 
A nn Howells 2, F . O akshott (cond.) 3, D. J. O akshott
4, W . G. N ew berry 5, D . Astridge 6, Cherie Payne 7,
D . J. Evans 8.

F EN H A M , N EW CA STLE-U PO N -TY N E.—O n Easter 
Sunday, 1,260 G randsire Triples : Christine R . D ainty 
(first quarter) 1. E. N . H arnson  (cond.) 2, P. W ishart
3, K . A rthur 4, T . Sewell 5, J . H edley 6, J. A. 
A insworth 7, G . P . Cairns 8.

H ELL IN G  LY, SUSSEX.—O n  A pril 10th, 1,260 N orth- 
repps D oubles : A nn Tanner 1, Laura M. Beency (first 
in  m ethod inside ’) 2, K athleen Y eo 3. B. Stepney 
(first in  m ethod) 4, G . Bceney (first in  m ethod as 
cond.) 5, F . Beeney 6. Rung fo r Evensong.

QUARTER PEALS
H A R R O W -O N -TH E-H IL L, M ID D LX .—O n Palm  

Sunday, 1,260 G randsire D o u b les : C. G . P itcher 1,
3, J. M. G . A nthony 2, R . E. W aters 3, J . Schofield
4 C . E. S lade (cond.) 5, J. C. P itcher 6. A lso on 
Easter Sunday, 1,260 G raftdsire D oubles : C. G . Pitcher
1, J. M. G . Anthony 2, J . Schofield (cond.) 3, R . E. 
W aters 4, C. E. Slade 5, J . C. P itcher 6.

IF FL E Y , O XO N .—O n A pril 3rd, 1,260 Grandsire 
D o u b le s : J. A dam s (cond.) 1, Miss C. H all 2, Miss 
V . N aylor (first quarter) 3, C . Bennct 4, H . M air 5, 
D . W oodley 6. Rung fo r Evensong.

LELA NT, C O R N W A L L.—O n A pril 10th, 1,260 
G randsirc Doubles : R . R ichards 1, A nn C lifton (first
* inside ’) 2, H . Miles (cond.) 3, M arion L . Lidgey 4, 
P . A. C lifton 5, L. B. P . W hatty  (first quarter) 6. 
Rung for Evensong.

LO C K IN G , SOM ERSET.—On Easter Sunday, 1,260 
G randsire D o u b le s : M arjorie Legg (cond.) 1, Rose­
mary Hutchings 2, Denis Cox 3, June Legg 4, S. 
W hite 5, F  Millicr 6.

LLA N STEPH A N , CARM S.—On M ar. 26th, 1,260 
G randsire D oubles : H . H ullock 1. G . W . M orris 2. 
T. Owen 3, W . L. W illiam s 4, E. J . M orris (cond.)
5, W . Taylor (first quarter) 6. Rung half-muffled in 
memoriam G . M orris, ringer and  captain for many 
years a t this church.

N O R T H  MYMMS, H E R T S —On A pril 10th, 1,260 
G randsire T rip le s : A. D . B artlett 1, T . J. Lock 
(cond.) 2, M rs. T . J. Lock 3, M ary F. Lawrence 4, 
J. R . L ofty 5. P. L. Baycock 6, P . J. Coles 7, A. J. 
Skull 8. F or Evensong 

N O R T O N , H ERTS.—O n M aunday Thursday, 1,260 
G randsire T r ip le s : Miss J . Sanderson 1. H . W erre tt
2, Miss I. W erre tt 3, Miss P. H utton  4, J. D ear 5, 
W . H itch (cond.) 6, E. Buck 7, Miss J. M errell 8. 
R ung half-muffled, and  a t the special request of the 
Vicar.

N O R T O N  SUBCO U RSE, N O R FO LK .— On April 
10th. 1.440 Treble Bob M inor (720 K ent, 720 O xford):
A. W alpole 1, W . W arner 2, J . F order 3, G. G. 
W alpole 4, E. Long 5, D . Long (cond.) 6. Rung 
fo r evening service.

PRESTO N , LA N CS.—A t the Parish Church o f  St. 
John, on  April 13th, 1,260 G randsire T rip le s : D. 
G orton  (first quarter) 1, E . Cow perthw aite 2, E. R. 
M artin 3, R . J . N ash 4, G. A. D im m ock (cond.) 5, 
J . B lackburn 6, W . K . M artin 7, C . Crossthwaite 8. 
Rung in honour o f  the visit o f  H .M . the Queen and
H . R . H. the  D uke o f  Edinburgh.

P O W IC K , W O R C S.—O n Easter Sunday. 1,260 
G randsire D oub les: M. Trum per 1, H . Cole 2, D. 
Trum per (first quarter as cond.) 3, G . J . Lewis 4,
D . Bricknell (first quarter) 5, F . H yde 6. 

RA D STO CK , SOM ERSET.—O n April 10th. 1.260
D oubles (240 each o f  S tcdm an. St. Simon’s and April 
D ay. 360 Plain Bob and  180 G randsire): A. Jones 1. 
R . Thatcher 2. D. H oare (cond.) 3, E. Brown 4, F . 
C arter 5, D . Yelling 6. R ung for H oly Comm union 
service.

R A V E N IN G H A M , N O R F O L K .—O n April 10th.
I.440 D oubles (240 cach o f St. M artin. W inchendon. 
St. N icholas, St. Simon, G randsire and P lain Bob) : 
W . W arner 1, G . G . W alpole 2, J . W . Forder 3.
E. Long (cond.) 4. D . Long 5.

R ED B O U R N , H ER TS.—O n Easter D ay. 1,260 
G randsire D oubles : W . Taylor 1, W . Ranscom bc 2.
G. R eading 3, R . W oods 4, J . H obbs (cond.) 5,
H . W alker 6. F irst quarter for 3 and 4. R ung for 
Easter, and  as a  farewell to  the ringer of the 3rd 
on  joining H .M . Forces.

R E IG A T E , SU R R E Y ,—O n April 12th, 1,264 Bob 
M ajor : Miss B. Saggers 1, F . B. Jeal 2, C . S. H oad
3, G . F. H oad (cond.) 4, F . T . H oad  5. W . H. 
Inw ood (first ‘ inside ’) 6, G . Oliver 7, A. T . Shelton 8.

ST. ALBANS, H ER TS.—At the Cathedral, on April 
10th, 1,260 Stcdm an T rip le s : G . Penney (aged 15, 
(first quarter) 1, M rs. J . D odds 2, G . D odds 3.
B. A. Cornell 4, G . B lake 5, W . J . A rnold 6. R . F. 
Ewer (cond.) 7, J . Ew er 8.

SA N D H U R ST, BERK S.—On Easter Day, 1,272 
Spliced K ent and  Oxford Treble Bob : J. E. W ight- 
m an 1. W . J . Paice 2, Miss S. Revell 3, W . Collins
4, L . W . Paice 5, W . J. P arker (cond.) 6. R ung for 
Evensonc.

SAPCOTE, LEICS.—On Easter D ay, 1,260 M inor 
(720 K ent Treble Bob and 540 P lain Bob) : Rosemary 
S tratford  1, Jennifer S tratford  2, R ita  S tratford  3. 
Christine S tratford 4, M. E. Brown (cond.) 5, A. 
C hapm an 6. R ung for evening service.

SAW LEY , D ERBY S.—On Easter Sunday. 1,260 
G randsirc T rip le s : O. Cripps 1, Shelagh K ilboum  2, 
W m . Simpson 3, P. Parry 4, D. M arshall (cond.) 5,
H . M akins 6, C . G eary 7, R . N ew sum  8. 

SH1PLAKE, O X O N .—O n A pril 10th, 1,260 G rand­
sire T rip le s : D. C obb 1, E. H . Sm ith 2. Miss L. 
R oberts 3, E. Baughan 4, R . R uss 5, F . G. Henbest 
6 A. K. Street (cond.) 7, J. Sm ith 8. F irst of 
T riples fo r 1 and  5.

SOM ERTON , SOM ERSET.—O n Easter D ay, 1,269 
D oubles (240 each o f Reverse St. Bartholomew, Re­
verse Canterbury Pleasure and  Plain Bob and 540 
G ran d sirc ): C. G ra tton  1, D . Sweet 2, F . J. W hite
3, Mrs. L. C rocker (first in 4  m ethods) 4, E . T. P. 
Field (cond.) 5, A  Bown 6. Rung prior to  Holy 
Comm union.

SYSTON, LEICS.—O n A pril 10th, 1,260 G randsirc 
T rip le s : Mrs. A. D. Sayer 1, Miss J. K irkm an 2, 
Miss M . C. Payne 3. A. D. Sayer 4, H . M atthcwman
5, H . Humphreys 6, E. F . Payne (cond.) 7, C. 
Sanders 8. R ung for Easter Evensong.

TA LG A RTH , BRECO N .—O n A pril 4th, 1,260 G rand­
sire Doubles : W . Chick (first quarter) 1, W . G. Smith 
2, G . P. Davies 3, S. V. Edw ards 4, D . H . Bennett 
(cond.) 5, J. Parry  6. R ung half-muffled in mcmoriam 
J . A. Smith, captain of this tow er, who was interred 
on  A pril 1st.

TR U R O , C O R N W A L L.—A t the C athedral, on April 
12th, 1,259 G randsire C a te rs : H . Miles 1, T. G . Myers 
(cond.) 2, H . Eplett 3, J. W aters 4, D. Burnett 5,
C . Jose 6, J. Phillips 7, C . Sangwin 8. R . South- 
wood 9, J .E . Chilcott 10. R ung fo r the Easter festival.

TW ERTO N -O N -A V O N , SOM ERSET. — On Mar. 
22nd, 1,260 G randsire Triples : P. R . Y oung 1, R . O. 
Fry (cond.) 2, Miss E. Grimes 3, Miss A. S tephens 4, 
J. R . H obbs 5, A. F. Lee 6. C . J. A. Brown 7, 
T- J . Milsom 8. Rung half-muffled in  mcmoriam 
A. E. Baverstock.

T W IC K E N H A M , M ID D LX .—A t All Hallow ’s 
Church, on  M ar. 26th, 1,260 Plain Bob M inor : Gillian 
N eal Smith (14), 1, Dr. F . Stedm an Poole 2, Dr.
D . J. N eal Sm ith 3, D. Hill Brown 4, R . G . Lay 5, 
Dr. D. G ullick (cond.) 6. R ung on  the  occasion of 
a  preliminary meeting held to  discuss the formation 
o f  a  M edical Change Ringing Socicty (three doctors 
taking part). The first quarter o f  M inor on the bells 
since the ir rem oval to  Twickenham.

U PP E R  CLA PTO N, E .—A t the  Church o f St. M at­
thew, on  A pril 3rd, 1,260 Stedm an Triples : Miss N. 
Hales 1, Miss G . L. Friswell 2, Mrs. R . K . C . W ilk- 
ings 3, Miss M. A. Prockson 4, W . F . Jarvis 5. 
W . D. P rockson 6, D. N eal (cond.) 7, C. F . N eal 8. 
A welcome to  Joycc, ringer o f the 3rd. on her return 
to  ringing.

W A LM ER, K EN T.—O n A pril 10th, 1,260 G randsire 
T rip le s : Miss F. W oodcock 1, Mrs. F. W . Lawrence 
2. Miss A. V in e .3, A. C . Rye 4, F . A. R ye 5, P . L  
Rye 6. F. W . Lawrencc (cond.) 7, D. Ladd 8. Rung 
for Easter; also to  m ark the 75th anniversary o f  the 
K ent County Association.

W A N D SW O R TH , S U R R E Y .—O n Palm  Sunday, at 
the Church o f the Holy Trinity, 1,260 Stedm an Triples : 
Jam es Phillips 1, J. Stephenson 2, H . Ellis 3, R . F- 
D eal 4. B. K. Lunn 5, W . Rawlings 6, John Phillips 
(cond.) 7, H . M. Page 8.

W ESTON , SOM ERSET.—O n M ar. 20th, 1,344 Little 
Bob M ajo r: Miss E. Emm 1. Miss S. D rake 2, H . L. 
Parfrey 3, T . H arris 4, R . O. Fry (cond.) 5, R . J- 
Cousins 6, T. J . H ayw ard 7, S. S. W oodbum  8. 
First quarter in the m ethod by all the  band except 
the conductor.

W EST W IC K H A M , K EN T.—O n Easter Sunday.
I.320 Surprise M inor (720 N orwich and 600 Cam ­
bridge) : A. S. D . G raham  (first o f Treble Bob) 1. 
B arbara M itchell 2, A. S. R ichards 3, M ary Fuller 4. 
R . Bird 5. J . E. Canncll (cond.) 6.

W IL L IN G H A M , CAMBS.—On April 10th. 1.440 
K ent Treble Bob M inor : A . D enson 1, N . Robinson
2. K . B<pnas 3, D . M ortlock 4. G. A. Lucas 5, M. 
G inn (cond.) 6. Also 1.260 Plain Bob M in o r: A- 
Denson 1. F. Elsom 2, K. Bonas 3, D . Peacock 4, 
M. G inn 5, G . A. Lucas (cond.) 6.
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SO M ERSET C A PT A IN ’S 
W EDDING

The captain of Wellington (Somerset) Parish 
Church ringers, Mr. D. T. North, was married 
at Ashbrittle Church on Easter Monday to 
Miss E. A. Garde, of Ashbrittle, a member of 
the local band of ringers.

The Vicar (Preb. J. H. D. Grinter) officiated, 
assisted by the Rector of Ashbrittle (the Rev. 
M. P. Ralph Bowman).

The bride, who was given in marriage by her 
brother, Mr. R. Garde, was attended by five 
bridesmaids. The brother of the bridegroom, 
Mr. A. North, was best man.

After the service the following band rang a 
quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles in honour 
of the event: Miss M. Alderman 1, S. N. 
Bristow 2, H. Bristow 3, Miss P. Norman 4, 
Miss F. Norman 5, J. Smith 6.

Later in the evening the ringers of Welling­
ton Parish Church added their compliment 
by ringing a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples, 
the band being: G. Salter 1, W. Slocombe 2, 
Mrs. P. Moore 3, G. Walford (conductor! 4, 
N. Alderman 5, S. N. Bristow 6, D. Lentall 7, 
P. Rowland 8.

Another local Parish Church ringer, Mr. J. 
Hughes, was married to Miss V. Kerslake at 
All Saints’, Rockwell Green, the same day, 
and the Parish Church ringers also associated 
this quarter as a compliment to them.

With the peal of Yorkshire Surprise Major 
at Maulden on April 9th Mr. Dennis Knox and 
Mr. Derek P. Jones have ‘ completed the 
circle ’ of this tower.

SH E FFIE L D  AND D ISTR IC T 
SOCIETY

The monthly meeting of the Society was held 
at Conisbrough on April 2nd. About 30 ringers 
representing ten towers and including the local 
company attended. A variety of methods in­
cluding Double Norwich, Plain Bob, Cambridge 
and Stedman were rung, with rounds for the 
less advanced.

Tea was provided in the Church Hall, at very 
moderate cost, by the local company. The 
Association fixture cards, for the next two 
years, were distributed, and it was announced 
that the next meeting will be held at Bolsover 
on May 7th. D. J. S.

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following donations towards the 
cost of producing ‘ The Ringing World ’ :—

Personal.— R. R. and E. B. (Shiplake) 
2s. 6d.

Peals.—Carlton-juxta-Snaith 3s., North Stone- 
ham 4s., Cardiff 4s., Sherborne 2s. 6d., 
Hemingbrough 3s.

Quarter Peals.—Twickenham 3s. 6d., Upper 
ICIapton 3s., Lelant 2s. 6d., Cuckfield 2s., 
Epsom 5s., Talgarth Is., Powick 5s„ Somerton 
3s., Weston Bath, 4s., Twerton-on-Avon 4s., 
Radstock 3s., Reigate 4s., Chelsfield 2s. 6d.

IX  W O R TH , SU FFO LK .— On A pril 10th, 1,260 
M inor C720 Oxford, 540 P lain B o b ) : W . Shorter 1, 
R . H ollocks 2, F . H u n t 3, R . Cham bers 4. L. Sharpe
5, K . G. Brown (cond.) 6. Also 1,260 G randsire 
D oubles : L. Sharpe 1, L. Pierce 2, H . K ing 3, K. S. 
B row n (cond.) 4, E. B ishop 5.

M O R E  B E L FR Y  GOSSIP
E. G. C. writes questioning a paragraph that 

appeared in the ‘ Church of England News­
paper ’ that the ten bells hanging in the belfry 
of the disused Christ Church, Weymouth, have 
been removed and are to be placed in the 
tower of St. Andrew’s, Lincoln. He asks has 
there ever been a ring of bells at Weymouth.

In conjunction with the quarterly meeting 
of the Surrey Association (Southern District) at 
Redhill to-morrow, a short talk, fpllowed by 
questions, is to be given by the Ringing Master 
(Mt. A. Pat Cannon) on ‘ How to learn 
methods.’ This is to help those who can al­
ready handle a bell and ring rounds but are 
finding difficulty in tackling change ringing. It 
is hoped that there will be a good attendance.

A good example of Easter Day ringing comes 
from Branston, Lincs. A 720 Cambridge Sur­
prise was rung for early Communion, 720 Nor­
wich Surprise for Matins and 720 Single Ox­
ford for Evensong. The band afterwards 
rounded off the day by ringing a quarter peal 
in the following methods :—London Scholar’s 
Pleasure, College Exercise, Cambridge and 
Bourne Surprise.

The time taken in the peal of Doubles at 
Renhold, Beds (see page 213) should read 2 
hrs. 39 mins. 40 secs, and not 2 hrs. 45 mins. 
Despite the fact that the bells have not been 
‘ pealed ’ for 35 years they are fairly ringable, 
but very ‘ lumpy.’ The tuning and scale of the 
notes of the bells has to be heard to be be­
lieved, writes our correspondent. They are 
the original bells, being hung in a frame with 
a carved-in date of 1657. The peal was rung 
by present members of the Bedford and Bed­
ford Modern Schools (average age 16J years).

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS



248 THE RINGING WORLD April 22, 1955

‘THE RINGING WORLD’
The Official Journal of the Central 

Council of Church Bell Ringers

E d it o r ia l  O f f i c e : c /o  Woodbridge Press, 
Ltd., Guildford, Surrey.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

j  O ne copy 2 copies 3 copies 4 copies

3 months 7 /- —

6 months 13/6 £1 /5 /- £1/14/6 £2/5/-

12 months £1/6/- £2/7 /- £3 /8 /- £4 /9 /-

Remittances to Mr. J, E. Jeater, Greystones, 
Cusgarne, Truro, Cornwall.

Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. 
H o n . S ecretary  a n d  T r e a s u r e r : E . A. 

B ar nett , 26, Iron Mill Lane, Crayford, 
Kent. Telephone: Bexleyheath 8689.

E d it o r ia l  C o m m it t e e :
J . F ra n k  S m a l l w o o d  (convener), 122, Lee 

Road, Blackheath, London, S .E .3 .
F ra n k  I. H a ir s .
J o s e p h  T .  D y k e .
H arold  J . P o o l e .
R. S. A n d e r s o n .

E d i t o r : T . W . W h it e .

Local ringers think there 
was a jinx on the bells of St. BELFRY 
John-the-Baptist’s, Cardiff, as 
far as peals of Major are concerned. It ,is 
1912 since the last peal of Major was rung de­
spite numerous attempts. In the successful 
performance on Easter Monday all the ringers 
had their hearts in their mouths as the tenor 
rope began to unstrand just below the sally. 
Tersely they rang on with strands of hemp 
floating in the air until finally the rope snapped 
—one complete whole pull just after ‘ That is 
all.’ The jinx was beaten, but only just.

Representatives of five five-bell towers took 
part in a peal of Plain Bob Major at Hazelbech, 
Northants, on Easter Monday.

Congratulations to Mr. Peter Crook, the well- 
known Bolton ringer, on completing 50 years 
as a ringer. He took part in the congratulatory 
peal on Easter Monday at Holy Trinity, Bolton.

The peal at Hemingbrough, Yorks, on Good 
Friday was rung at the express wish of the 
Vicar (the Rev. A. M. Amcotts). The bells 
were rung-half-muffled.

Who is the oldest tower-keeper in the coun­
try? Bathford, Somerset, have Mr. F. W. Can­
nings, who has just celebrated his 90th birth­
day. A congratulatory quarter was rung on 
March 27th.

Alderman Paddon Smith had a special in­
terest in the, dedication of the recast eight at 
Handsworth on April 2nd, as it was on Feb­
ruary 6th, 1897, that he rang his first peal on 
the treble at this church—Grandsire Triples. 
It was Holt’s Original, called by Samuel Reeves. 
The band consisted of A. Paddon Smith 1, 
Thomas Verry 2, Samuel Reeves 3, Thomas 
Horton 4, William H. Godden 5, Reuben Hall
6, William Verry 7, Sidney P. Smith tenor. The 
new bell is the alderman’s gift.

The peal at North Stone- 
GOSSTP ham, recorded this week, is 

believed to be the first by 
a local band for well over 25 years, and cer­
tainly since the death of Mr. George Williams. 
The band have been trained by Mr. Reginald 
Reed, who has worked hard to re-form the 
band since the last war. It was the 249th peal 
on the bells, the conductor’s 150th and his 
49th in the tower.

Mr. J. Nelhams who has been captain of SS. 
Peter and Paul’s, Harlington, for 12 years has 
resigned on account of leaving the village. His 
successor is Mr. L. Grice. These bells were 
rung for four services on Easter Day.

An amazing coincidence has occurred to two 
members of the Wiversfield, Sussex, band. On 
March 20th a quarter peal was rung for the 
birth of a son to Mrs. Hancock, and on March 
27th a quarter to the birth of a daughter to 
Mrs. Freda Hammond. Both mothers are 
members of the local band.

Some very valuable work was done at St. 
Peter’s Church, Ash, on April 3rd, when the 
Farnham District held a combined practice for 
Surprise methods. All who attended enjoyed 
themselves and hopes were expressed that 
another practice of a similar character will be 
held in the near future.

In reply to Mr. George Gilbert’s note re Miss 
Valerie Crouch’s handbell peal, Mr. D. T. 
Matkin writes: ‘ My apologies to George Gil­
bert about the footnote to handbell peal in 
which Valerie Crouch rang 5-6. I was, how­
ever, informed by the lady concerned that it 
was her first attempt and even now she says she 
cannot remember ringing the peal at Hitcham. 
She does, however, not doubt she did ring one.’

THE WHITECHAPEL BELL FOUNDRY

ESTABLISHED

3 4 ,  WHITECHAPEL ROAD 
LONDON,  E .1.

MEARS & S T A I N B A N K
BISHOPSGATE 2599-
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PEAL RINGING
1%/|TDDLESEX suffered more than any other 

county in the destruction of bells during 
the last war.' Twelve rings were lost—nearly one- 
third of the total over the whole country. These 
included three 12’s (St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, 
St. Giles’, Cripplegate, and Bow); one 10 (St. 
Clement Danes’) ; seven 8’s and one 6. Of 
course, this is largely explained by the fact that 
the City of London is in this county and ac­
tually 10 of the above 12 towers are in the 
City. Thus ringing in Middlesex will mean 
talking about some of the towers in London 
whose names are household words from the 
old nursery rhyme, apart from many of them 
being the places where so many of the earliest 
peals ever rung were recorded. In several, we 
shall find that peals have not been rung for a 
long time, although they were popular in the 
past and, of course, with the movement of 
population away from the centre of the City, 
it means that fewer peals are rung these days 
in its many towers than 50 years ago, although 
there are one or two exceptions. Another point 
to remember here (and more so than in any 
other county, I expect) is that peal totals do 
not nearly represent all the peals rung at a 
particular tower since nearly all have been heard 
of for more than 200 years now. But now for 

me facts. .
Willesden (8) is easily the tower with the most 

peals in the county—312 is its total. This would 
appear to be its real total, too, for it was a 
6-bell tower at the beginning of the period 
under review, and the first peal recorded on 
August 1st, 1892, is claimed as the first on the 
bells. Only 12 had been rung by 1914, but after 
the war (the bells had then been augmented) 
no less than 172 came before 1940, and the rate 
has been even higher since the second war 
ended, for there have been 128 in the last ten 
years. Actually, only ten other towers in the 
country have passed the 300 mark in the past 
75 years, so it can be seen how high in the list 
is Willesden,

ST. BOTOLPH’S
The second tower is far behind this total. It 

is St. Botolph’s, Bishopsgate (8) with 202. The 
heyday here was between the wars when 178 
peals were rung, including 40 in 1934 (after 
which there was a rather sudden drop to four 
or five a year). Peals were rung here before 
1881, but 21 came from then to 1914. Only 
nine were rung from 1918 to 1925, but then 
came the sudden onslaught which produced 
149 in the next ten years ! Since the war there 
have only been three peals.

The third tower on the list has been one of 
the * steadiest ’ in the county. It is Edmonton 
<8)—99 peals came in the 30-odd years from 
1882 to 1914; there were 43 between the wars 
and there have been 51 since, making a total 
of 193. On the other hand, the next tower, 
Southgate (10), has only been heard twice in the 
last 25 years. Before the 1914 war it was one 
of the most popular 8-bell towers in the county 
and 169 peals were rung out of its total of 
189 from 1881 to 1913. Two more were rung 
just after the war before augmentation, but 
there have only been 18 since then—16 from 

■1920 to .1930 and odd ones in 1939 and 1950. 
t Isleworth (10—175 peals) was also an 8-bell 
tower at the beginning of the period and the 
■first peal recorded there was in 1889 (but there 
wtre previous ones to this). It has been very 
consistent since then, for 65 peals came from 
1889 to 1914, and 28 from 1917 to 1928. When 
the bells were augmented, 36 peals were rung 
from 1931 to 1939, and there have been 46 
since 1945. Fulham (10—171 peals) had its best 
lime early on, for no less than 145 of its total
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IN MIDDLESEX
were rung between 1882 and .1913; 18 more 
came from 1919 to 1933, after which there was 
silence until 1945 with eight peals since then.

Another of the many 10-bell towers, now 
unhappily destroyed, comes next—St. Clement 
Danes’. Its 162 peals were rung consistently 
from 1881 to 1939 with the usual gap for the 
war at an average of about three a year. Only 
in 1891, 1933 and 1938 did it fail to register a 
peal, and not many towers can say that with 
a total as small as this (.compared with some, 
that is). Three other towers have passed the 
100 mark—Westminster, St. Margaret’s (10), 
Stepney (10) and St. Giles-in-the-Fields (8). 
One hundred and thirty-seven peals have come 
from the first, mostly in the early part of the 
period (113 to 1913—nine since 1945); 125 from 
the second (74 before 1914 and seven since 
1944), and 114 from St. Giles’ (a similar history 
again—64 pre-1914 and 12 post second war).

ONE OFF THE CENTURY
Hillingdon, St. Andrew’s (8) will also reach 

the century with its next peal. Fifty-seven were 
lung from 1885 to 1914, 35 between the wars 
(31 from 1929 to 1939) and seven from 1945 to 
1950. There are three others in the 90’s. They are 
St. Magnus Martyr (10)—43 from 1895 to 1906 
and 54 from .1921 to 1940; none since the war, 
total 97; Acton (8)—total 96 (45 pre-1914 war,
24 since 1944, but none last year); and Bethnal 
Green (8)—total 94 (58 from 1881 to 1898, 26 
from 1903 to 1914 and ten from 1920 to 1939, 
with again none since the last war).

THE TWELVE-BELL TOWERS
None of the seven 12-bell towers has yet 

been mentioned for their totals are not very 
high. All the remaining ones have been heard 
since the war especially St. Martin’s-in-the- 
Fields, where 14 of its total of 44 have come 
since 1945—the average is less than one a year 
over the remainder of the period. Shoreditch 
has the most with 68 peals, 50 of them between 
the wars and two (in 1953) since. Cornhill’s
63 is spread fairly evenly over the years, but 
there have been only three since the war. in 
the years 1950 to 1954. Bow had just reached 
the 50 mark in the time when it was destroyed 
—39 of these came between 1919 and 1939.

St. Giles’, Cripplegate, had 30 peals from 
1886 to 1913, and the remaining six of its total 
of 36 between 1922 and 1939 before its de­
struction. Peals have been few at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, as most people know. Only 16 have 
been rung in the 75 years concerned—seven 
from 1881 to 1909, seven from 1918 to 1938, 
and two in 1948 and 1953. Even this beats the 
last of the 12-bell towers—St. Bride’s, Fleet 
Street, where the bells had been silent for 
nearly 40 years when it was blitzed. The 13 
peals there came between 1882 and 1903.

Although seven 10-bell towers have already 
been mentioned, there are still nine more in the 
county, for Middlesex has more of these towers 
than any other county. Six of the nine have 
not had peals rung on them for many years. 
St. Barnabas’, Pimlico, holds the record—the 
last of its six peals was rung in 1902, while 
Hampstead isn't much better, for all its 
20 peals came from 1882 to 1905. Chelsea has 
a 30 years’ silence. Thirty-two of the 37 peals 
were rung before 1914 and there were five in 
1920 to 1922. St. Sepulchre’s, Holborn, has 
the most peals of the nine, but has not been 
heard for more than 20 years. Forty-eight of 
the 57 peals are pre-1914, and there were nine 
after the war up to 1933. Kensington, St. 
Mary Abbot’s, has 35 peals—26 from 1882 to
1914, and nine from 1922 to 1937.

The Imperial Institute, Kensington, has fewest 
peals of all—-four. Three were rung soon after 
the bells were installed between 1902 and 1904
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and' the only other one was rung in ,1924. Of 
the three rings which have been heard since 
1945, Hillingdon has the most—38. These are 
spread evenly over the years—17 from 1892 to 
1916, 14 from 1918 to 1934, and seven from 
1949 to 1955. Poplar has 34, mostly before
1914 (24), but there have been three from 1946 
to 1951. The final .10 is now at All Hallows’, 
Twickenham. These bells have had an interest­
ing history for they have been moved twice. 
Seventy-five years ago they were at the Church 
of St. Dionis, Fenchurch Street (no peals in the 
period there), then they were moved to All 
Hallows’, Lombard Street, where four peals 
were rung in 1897 (two), 1928 and 1930. Since 
being placed at Twickenham, five years ago, 
four more peals have been rung.

LONG SILENCES
The most prominent 8-bell towers have al­

ready been mentioned. St. Stephen’s, West­
minster, has the most peals of the remaining 
towers, but is not heard of much these days. 
Eighty-four of its 89 peals were rung from 1881 
to 1905. There were none between the wars 
but two since. Christ Church, Poplar, has 77 
—half came from 1907 to 1914, and 26 from 
1919 to 1925, but there was a 20-year silence 
then until 16 peals were rung from 1945 to 
1949 (none since). Fifty-three of Tottenham’s 
69 were rung before .1906 and the tower has 
only been heard occasionally since, but there 
have been three since the war. Several towers 
have long silences. St. Botolph’s, Aldgate, and 
St. Dunstan’s-in-the-West have not been heard 
at all in the period, although there were early 
peals at both. St. Lawrence Jewry’s only peal 
was in 1887, and a similar lone peal at St. 
Gabriel’s, Pimlico, was in 1902. Shadwell had
31 from 1892 to 1900 and none since. Pad­
dington’s three Were in 1903, 1905 and 1913. 
The peal at Harrow last year was the first since 
1899. Others have silences of more than 25 
years.

As for 6-bell towers, there are not a large 
number of them, and 6-bell ringing has never 
been very popular in the county. Cranford has 
the most—30, and all since the last war. Stan- 
well has 22, all but the first since the war, and 
including peals in record numbers of Doubles 
methods recently. Stoke Newington’s only peal 
was in 1891. South Mymms has not been 
heard this century either. No peals have been 
recorded at West Drayton; Hayes; St. An­
drew's Undershaft; St. Catherine’s Cree; St.
■ Luke’s, Nutford Place; and St. Vedast’s, Foster 
Lane (now destroyed). Two of the three 5-bell 
towers in the county have had a single peal—St. 
Bartholomew’s, Smithfield, in 1923, and Shep- 
perton in 1947. The remaining one is at Beth­
nal Green (St. Thomas’), which still has to be 
conquered.

Peal totals include all published to April 8th, 
1955.

A C C ID EN T IN SU RA N CE 
F O R  B ELLR IN G ER S

Many teams of bellringers arc insured 
under the special policies issued by the 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office, Ltd., 11, 
Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C.2. Particu- 
uars will be supplied on application. 
Those with old policies are recommended 
to consider increasing the scale of 
benefits provided.

The Ecclesiastical Insurance Office, 
Ltd., was founded in 1887 to conserve 
for the Church of England profits arising 
from Church Insurances. The Office 
undertakes all kinds of parochial in­
surance. 6187
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D ED IC A TIO N
HANDSWORTH PARISH CHURCH

The bells of Handsworth Parish Church. Bir­
mingham, were dedicated by the Lord Bishop 
of Birmingham on April 2nd following their 
recasting by, Messrs. Taylor and Co.

After the service an excellent touch of 408 
Stedman Triples was rung by the following 
members of St. Martin’s Guild:—Alderman 
Paddon Smith 1, Henry H. Fearn 2, Albert 
Walker (conductor) 3, George E. Fearn 4, 
Edgar C. Shepherd 5, John Pinfold 6, Frank
E. Haynes 7. Ralph G. Edwards 8.

It is interesting to note that Alderman Paddon 
Smith rang the bell upon which he rang his 
first peal, at the age of 15. Three of the bells 
were each given by ex-Lord Mayors of Bir­
mingham.

A commemoration plaque in wrought bronze 
reads:—

* In thanksgiving to Almighty God for the 
wise and inspiring ministry of James Henry 
Linton. Bishop. Ordaiped Priest in 1904. Con­
secrated Bishop 1919. Bishop in Persia 1919- 
1935. Assistant Bishop of Birmingham 1937-
1954. Rector of Handsworth 1935-1954.

* The eight bells in this tower were recast and 
rehung in a new frame by the gift of the 
parishioners and friends of this church and 
were dedicated by Leonard. Lord Bishop of 
Birmingham, 2nd April, 1955.

‘ K. B. Wood. Rector’s Warden. D. G. 
Vaughton, People’s Warden.’

THE INSCRIPTIONS
The recast bells bear the following inscrip­

tions:—
Treble.—‘ In thankfulness to Almighty God 

this treble bell was recast by means of a gift 
from Alderman A. Paddon Smith, J.P., Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham 1950-51. In loving 
memory of his wife, Nancy Earland.’

Second.—‘ In thankfulness to Almighty God 
this bell was recast by means of a gift from 
Councillor William Semple and Mrs. Amy C. 
Semple. In memory of their son, Sgt. William 
J. R. Semple, R.A.F., 1924-1945, who did not 
return.’

Third.—‘ In thankfulness to Almighty God 
this bell was recast by means of a gift from 
Horace H. Lowe, Esq., and Mrs. Ada E. Lowe. 
In memory of their son, Donald Roderic, R.N.', 
age 21, lost at sea 9th August, 1942.’

Fourth.—1 In thankfulness to Almighty God 
this bell was recast on behalf of the Bells 
Restoration Committee in appreciation of the 
generous support given to their appeal by the 
parishioners and friends of this church. 
George Griffith. Leon Hudson. Harry Mason. 
Dorothy Thomas. Harold Thompson. Ian 
Thompson. Albert Tims. Denis Vaughton, 
Kenneth Wood, Wardens. 1955.’

Fifth.—‘ In thankfulness to Almighty God 
this bell was recast through the generosity of 
Councillor F. T. D. Hall and Mrs. Irene Hall, 
J.P. In memory of their respective fathers.’

Sixth.—‘ In thankfulness to Almighty God 
this bell was recast by means of a gift from 
Alderman G. H. W. Griffith, J.P., Lord Mayor 
of Birmingham 1953-54. In loving memory of 
his wife, Gladys Winifred, Lady Mayoress of 
Birmingham, who died 31st January, 1954.’

Seventh.—‘ In thankfulness to Almighty God 
this bell was recast through the generosity of 
Alderman Percy W. Cox, J.P. In loving 
memory of his parents, Harry Cox and Fanny 
Elizabeth Cox.’

Tenor.—‘ In thankfulness to Almighty God 
this tenor bell was recast by means of a gift 
from Sir Ernest R. Canning, D.L., J.P., Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham, 1937-38. In memory 
of his mother.’

ESSEX ASSOCIATION 
Visit to N orth Ockendon After 

27 Years
On Saturday, April 2nd, the South Western 

District held a quarterly meeting at St. Mary 
Magdalene’s, North Ockendon, for the first 
time since 1928. About 40 ringers were pre­
sent, and for many this was their first pull on 
this rather tricky, anti-clockwise six.

After service, conducted by the new Rector 
(the Rev. Mr. Hall), the company adjourned 
for tea followed by a business meeting in the 
School Room. Mr. Heazell, Master of the 
Essex Association, and Mrs. Heazell and 
‘ Rook ’ were welcome visitors. Silent tribute 
was paid to the memory of Mr. H. H. Warne 
a non-ringing member from Dagenham, and 
Mr. Scase. senior, ringing member from 
Lough ton.

After the election of six new ringing mem­
bers, the meeting went on to discuss the pos­
sible revision of the boundaries of the South- 
Western District, which many agreed was of an 
unwieldy size. Mr. Wilmington drew attention 
to the fact that the date of the May meeting at 
Chigwell was now May 14th and not May 7th, 
as printed on the ‘ fixture ’ cards, and appealed 
for all present to make an effort to get to 
Chigwell, as a meeting had not been held there 
for many years.

Mr. Heazell called attention to the special 
ringing in connection with the Cathedral Fes­
tival at Chelmsford. This is taking place from 
June 4th to 11th, and the tower will be open 
for ringing from 6.15 p.m. until 7.15 p.m. on 
every night during that week except Tuesday 
and Thursday. On Tuesday there is a peal 
attempt scheduled, and good wishes for success 
were extended to the band, as peals at Chelms­
ford Cathedral (especially Maximus) are some­
thing of a rarity.

The Master also reminded the meeting of a 
ringing week-end to be held at Clarence House, 
Thaxted (under the auspices of the Essex Edu­
cation Committee) on June 10th-12th. The 
first venture of this kind, last year, had been 
well attended and proved very popular, and 
Mr. Heazell asked for early bookings as the 
capacity of Clarence House was limited.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks 
to the Rector and organist, and also to  Mrs. 
Woodgate and her helpers for an enjoyable 
tea. Ringing was continued until eight o’clock, 
and ranged from London Surprise to rounds 
and call changes. J. E. M. H.

T H E  LA D IES’ G U ILD  
M idland District

Despite the downpour of rain and the floods, 
a successful meeting of the Midland District 
was held at Burton-on-Trent on March 26th, 
when ringing on the ten bells of St. Paul’s was 
enjoyed during the afternoon and evening.

A short service was conducted by the Vicar, 
who said that as it was Passiontide, he would 
not speak about bells but that he would speak 
on the Passion of our Lord, taking as his text, 
‘ Behold the Man.’ The service concluded with 
the hymn, * When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross.’

An excellent tea was served to approximately 
35 ringers and friends by the local ladies. The 
vice-president, Miss Thompson, expressed 
thanks to all concerned, especially to Mr. B.
G. Key, for making the local arrangements.

At the business meeting four new members 
were elected. The vice-president asked the sec­
retary to write to Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Smith, 
now living in the Norwich area, sending the 
members’ best wishes and congratulations to 
them on the birth of their son, Stephen 
Thomas.

It is hoped to hold the next meeting jointly 
with the West Midland District at Tamworth 
on June 4th.

ST. M A R T IN ’S G U ILD
A quarterly meeting of the St. Martin's Guild 

for the Diocese of Birmingham was held at 
Aston Parish Church on March 26th. The 
Master (Mr. Albert Walker) referred to the 
passing of William J. Meers, of Erdington 
(Parish Church, and the members stood in 
silence in respect to his memory.

The following were made full ringing mem­
bers:—Miss Shirley B. Jones, Mr. Terry Hay­
ward and Mr. Richard Cann. all of Solihull. 
The tower elections of the following life mem­
bers were duly ratified:—Mr. David A. Car­
penter, of Coventry, Miss Gwen I. Rusby, of 
Grimsby, and Mr. Howard Scott, of Doncaster.

Notice of motion having been given at the 
previous meeting of a proposed redrafting of 
the rules, Mr. Edgar C. Shepherd formally pro­
posed that the new rules be adopted. After 
discussion it was decided by a majority that 
any alteration of the rules should be made at 
the annual meeting, and the matter was there­
fore postponed until January.

For the place of the next meeting it was 
unanimously decided to accept an invitation 
kindly extended by the Tanworth-in-Arden 
ringers to visit their village on July 2nd.

The chairman referred to the very fine oil 
painting of the late Joshua Short which has 
been presented to the Guild by Mr. Butcher, 
of Bromsgrove, who is a great-great-great- 
grandson of Joshua Short. Joshua Short was 
an Aston ringer who helped to make ringing 
history by taking part in several long lengths 
on Aston bells, and it is very appropriate that 
his portrait hangs side by side with that of 
Henry Johnson in Ashton Parish Church belfry.

Mr. Walker informed the meeting that the 
£100,000 appeal for the restoration of St. Mar­
tin’s Church was within £500 of its completion. 
When this object is achieved the members will 
have the use of the new flat sixth bell, which 
will be found very useful for the Tuesday 
practices.

B E D FO R D SH IR E ASSOCIATION
The Bedford District met at the Abbey 

Church of SS. Mary and Helena, Elstow, on 
April 2nd. Ringing before tea was mainly for 
beginners, who received plenty of help and 
advice, and many achieved great things. The 
proceedings before tea were rounded off with 
an excellent course of Woodbine. Tea, served 
by the local band, was taken in the Church 
Hall.

At the business meeting the Vicar (the Rev- 
Mr. Hartley) was elected an honorary member, 
with Mr. L. A. Clare, of Pavenham, as a per­
forming member. The usual round of thanks 
for the bells and tea, etc., were voiced by Mr. 
J. B. Long.

After tea many members had the interesting 
and unique experience of ringing the historic 
fifth bell—the same one that John Bunyan rang 
before his conversion. It has not been recast. 
Ringing was of a good quality, including touches 
of Cambridge and London.

One touch of Cambridge was dogged by 
two ropes breaking successively ! The bells were 
well lowered in Queens—for a change— at 8.30.

ALDRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR
(Tipler’s D 56-1)

58, 16, 56, 36, 14, 1458, 16, 7 
Rung at Birmingham Cathedral, March 23rd,

1955.

UMBERSLADE SURPRISE MAJOR
(Tipler’s B 27-3)

38, 16, 56, 16, 14, 38, 16, 1 
Rung at Bishop Ryder’s Church, Birming­

ham, March 28th, 1955.
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LETTERS TO
CENTRAL COUNCIL’S RULES

Dear Sir,—On behalf of Mr. C. K. Lewis and 
myself, may I thank Mr. Alan Pink for his kind 

[ remarks about our efforts. (He may have 
noticed the slight error of identity in his letter.)

The decision to which he refers was incor­
porated in the Council’s Rules when these were 
revised in .1950, and now forms part of Rule
3 (i), which reads as follows: —

* Any Society, Association or Guild of 
Church Bell Ringers . . . .  numbering not 
fewer than seventy-five members, shall upon 
application and subject to election by a 
majority of two-thirds of the members pre­
sent and voting be affiliated to the Council 
and shall subscribe to an undertaking loyally 
to abide by the Rules and Decisions of the 
Council.’
The original resolution was passed in 1930, 

and asked affiliated Societies to incorporate in 
t  their rules:—

‘ That this Society be affiliated to the Cen­
tral Council of Church Bell Ringers, and 
loyally abide by the Rules and Decisions 
thereof.’
We could, perhaps, have republished the 

[ Rules in our review, but they will of course be 
I included in the Handbook, and they may be
■ found in ‘ The Ringing World ’ of June 9th, 
I 1950.—Yours faithfully,

E. A. BARNETT,
Hon. Secretary,

Central Council of Church Bell Ringers.

HOLTS ORIGINAL
Dear Sir,—It is terrible to notp that very few 

ringers call this peal at present?. Are budding 
conductors unable to memorise it or is it be­
cause there are other simple peals of Grandsire 
Triples?

I remember, 60 years ago, the funny remarks 
being made of Taylor’s Bob and ‘ Swindle' 
ipeal. Holt’s Original was the first peal I 
called at St. Margaret’s, Barking, on February 
5th, .1898, with Faulkner, Ferris, etc. I have 
rung it 26 times on tower bells and five on 
handbells, conducting 23 and one * silent ’ at 
St. John’s, Waterloo Road, London, on June 
4th, 1898.—Yours truly,

G. E. SYMONDS.
Ipswich.

MANUAL
Dear Sir,—The need is urgent and the best 

ideas should be published in ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ as they are received. The Manual 
would obviously take some time to produce.

Musical appreciation classes are common 
to-day, and very successful. I would suggest 
that our first and most important chapter should 
be on the musical appreciation of church bells. 
Give details of how to listen, what to listen for, 
and what to look for in selecting touches or 

•new methods to ring. Try to snift the em­
phasis from intricate methods and endurance 
tests on to producing good, well-struck music. 
Continually refer to this chapter throughout 
the book, linking it with every aspect of ringing.

Classes for instructors would be very helpful 
and welcome.—Yours, etc.,

E. FOSBERRY.
Horsham.

Dear Sir,—Authoritative advice and instruc­
tion in printed form is a much-needed want. A 
standard text book of this description would 
make for uniformity throughout the ringing 
world. Many would-be ringers who are now 
lost would stay the course with more com­
prehensive instruction. We are all in favour 
and await the Manual with impatience.

J. S.
St. Mary Cray.

THE EDITOR
MR. BLAGROVE^ ANSWERS CRITICS
Dear Sir,—Regarding Mr. Martin’s letter, 

I did not say that double changes in Major are 
bad. I said ’ IF double changes . . . .’ I do 
not agree that they are bad in Triples or Major. 
To ban a thing because it is unnecessary is just 
silly. Four-blow singles in Grandsire, four-blow 
bobs in Kent, non-c.p.s. Treble Bob and many 
other things are unnecessary, but perhaps he 
would also ban these. I challenge his remark, 
‘ We tolerate Cambridge.’ One person con­
demns Cambridge in his book on Surprise. So 
what? Cambridge Major is a method enjoyed 
by learner and expert alike.

With reference to M. R. P., Plain Bob on 
odd numbers is a most excellent method for 
teaching beginners, far better than Grandsire or 
Stedman, and if a method is useful for teach­
ing beginners, then that is a necessary and 
sufficient reason for retaining it. Grandsire 
Triples is not the extension of Plain Bob Minor, 
Plain Bob Triples and Grandsire Triples are 
both extensions, but whereas Plain Bob Triples 
leads on to Plain Bob Major, Grandsire Triples 
leads on to a triple-hunt Major method, Grpid- 
sire Major (No. 2 version), which is, inci­
dentally, regular.

He also says that you stagnate if you don’t 
progress. Perhaps he could tell us how those 
who have rung 105 Minor methods con pro­
gress (in the field of Minor)? As Mr. H. 
Chant has so excellently pointed out, the only 
way in which they can progress is to release the 
Plain Bob lead-end rule. It is not illogical to 
say that if Plain Bob is the foundation of all 
our methods, we should keep its lead heads. 
You might just as well say * Plain Bob is a 
plain method with only right places, therefore 
we will onlyr ing plain methods with right 
places.’

As Mr. Bond says, the whole thing is a matter 
of principle. Whereas the Central Council will 
accept a rough peal rung at a secular tower than 
for no other purpose than to enable someone 
to ring more than 40 peals in a year, it would 
reject a peal of Plain Bob Triples rung by a 
Sunday service band to the glory of God and to 
commemorate, say, the Coronation of H.M. the 
Queen. Have we got a Central Council of 
Church Bell Ringers or a Central Council for 
the Amassment of Peals.

Finally, with regard to Mr. Frith connecting 
the banning of Doubles variations with the 
silencing of cats, I must point out that the best­
loved cats are those of uncertain parentage.— 
Yours sincerely,

F. T. BLAGROVE.
Sanwell, near Staines.

A MERCHANT NAVY RINGER GETS 
PRACTICE AT CAPE TOWN

Dear Sir,—My occupation in the Merchant 
Navy brings me to Cape Town, South Africa, 
regularly every two months. My ringing ac­
tivities are somewhat limited owing to the pro­
fession, but due to the kindness and hospitality 
of the band at St. Mary’s, Woodstock, I am 
able to take part in the ringing on their prac­
tice evening whilst the ship is in port.

My thanks go especially to Mr. Woods, the 
captain, also to Mr. A. V. Sheppard, who al­
ways ensures that I enjoy the greatest of 
pleasure and amusement during my stay in 
Cape Town.

I feel sure that any wandering Merchant 
Navy ringer will receive a great welcome by 
the band and be assured of some very happy 
ringing on a good ring of eight. Any such per­
son should apply to Mr. A. V. Sheppard, Box 
1703, Cape Town, South Africa.—Yours sin­
cerely,

A. L. SPENCER.
Southampton.

OUR ‘ RINGING W O R U )’
Dear Sir,—‘ F. S.’s ’ defcnce of a sixpenny 

‘ Ringing World ’ is impressive were it a true 
picture. I have taken the ‘ Bell News ’ and 
later ‘ The Ringing World ’ without a break 
since 1907. I could hazard a guess that there 
is today a hard core of similar old subscribers 
without whom ‘ Our Paper ’ would have long 
ago been insolvent. Few if any of these older 
men partake of the increased wealth of the 
country enumerated by ‘ F. S.’ although they 
are compelled to subscribe heavily to the well­
being of their younger brethren.

My income to-day is but two-thirds of my 
1937 retiring salary and as that two-thirds 
has since depreciated in value by 13s. 4d. in 
the £1, each £1 is now only worth 4s. 5£d. 
The price of three cigarettes is the outworn 
theme of parsons and politicians when cadging 
or cajoling, but when £1 will only buy 4s. 55cl. 
worth of cigarettes one has to  look carefully 
at each three cigarettes before giving them 
away ! Besides one cannot eat cigarettes, 
neither will they keep out the rain and snow. 
(I am not pleading poverty, merely trying to 
create a true perspective.)

In my experience the not so young are the 
ones most regular and punctual for service 
ringing ! They, not peal ringers, are the back­
bone of the Exercise. They do not ring many 
peals—often because the cost of travel is for 
them prohibitive. A sixpenny ‘ Ringing World ’ 
is to them a real sacrifice. To me, and no doubt 
to many similar, ‘ Our Paper ’ is not really 
worth 6d, although we continue to take i t  simply 
as a link with old friends. Our names seldom 
now appear in print; we are largely forgotten 
or have been thrown overboard; youth, even 
Christian youth, is so intolerant.

In this issue, April 1st, 291 names appear, 
occupying three and a half pages, as having 
rung peals. At 3d. each name, a voluntary con­
tribution would produce £3 12s. 9d.. The total 
received this week is 8s. 6d. A further 315 
names appear as having rung quarter peals, 
occupying one page. At 3d. each, this would 
produce £3 J8s. 9d. The total received is 
£2 9s.

It is quite obvious that our most prolific 
peal ringers for whom ‘O ur Paper ’ caters first 
and foremost and who are largely the younger 
folk who benefit most from the wealth of the 
country and can afford it, do not contribute 
their fair share. It is to them ‘ F. S. ’ should 
direct the moral, ‘ Pay for your sport—or 
pleasure, or leave it alone.’ Can they not be 
made to pay?

W. BOTTRILL.
P.S.—Why hide behind initials —W. B.

THE REV. F. E. ROBINSON
Dear Sir,—Glancing through my old records 

for a friend, I found that the late Rev. F. E. 
Robinson rang his peal at Cranleigh on January 
8th, 1910, just one week previous to his last 
at Hillingdon on the 15th. It brought back 
to memory our great surprise at his sudden 
death, as it was said at Cranleigh that the 
reverend gentleman looked good for years. He 
was buried on February 19th, 1910, not 1911 
as stated in your April 1st issue.—Yours, etc., 

A. H. PULLING.
Guildford.

SEEN BEFORE
Dear Sir,—The 1,280 of Plain Bob Major 

under the name of Raymond Overy (page 224) 
is one that was composed many years ago. I 
do not know when it was first rung but I 
called it during the year 1909.—Yours sincerely, 

W. SHEPHERD.
Addlestone.
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THE AMBLING RINGER
Ye Attleborough ringers, come listen to me, 
Hear what I say now and I think you will agree 
About your new tenor I don’t say a word,
But to make them complete you must have a 

new third.

For she is short-winded, which is oft-times the 
case;

I think a new one would be best in her place; 
She is near the half-tone, and tell the right tale, 
But she always will be a disgrace to your peal.

Then I went to Harling, where the bells hang 
across,

They said, ‘ Sir, you are a stranger, so mind 
you’re not lost: ’

But I, on the second, thought there was no 
need

When they called for Plain Bob, I knew I must 
lead.

Then I went to Northwold, when the tenor 
was ‘ G ’ ;

They all took their place and left her to m e; 
She weighed thirteen hundred by what I could 

feel,
And two or three times the rope missed the 

wheel.

Then I  went to Methwold on the very same 
day,

The rain fast descending all the whole way; 
When I got there I was wet to my skin,
And who should I meet with but great Harry 

King.

Then I went to Garboldisham—the weather 
being hot

Not a company of ringers was there to be got; 
They were all very busy being Saturday Eve— 
All cobblers and tailors 1 firmly believe.

Then I went to Hopton—I will tell you no lies— 
And there rang the treble to ‘ Cambridge Sur­

prise,’
There was Joe Booty as plain as could be, 
Besides other ringers that I never did sec.

Then I went to Bio’ Norton, and there rang 
on five

With some as good old ringers as any alive; 
They were lovers of ringing as well as strong 

beer,
And to practise their science they went far and 
near.

Then I went to Lopham and happened of Tom 
In a cobbler’s shop, close by his own home;
His eyes were covered all with his long hair, 
And his beard on his face made him look like 

a bear.
Then I went to Burgate and happened of Bean— 
All he knew about ringing he soon did explain; 
I ask’d him one question—his mouth for to 

stop;
How the eight bells should lay when the tittums 

come up?
Then I went to Tibenham, all on the road 

straight;
There’s a grand peal of six, which ought to be 

eight:
And what an addition these two bells would be, 
For according to my ear, the tenor is ‘ H.’

Then 1 went to Diss in the morning betimes, 
Saluted I was with the beautiful chimes;
At the sign of the Cherry Tree, there I did 

stop,
And I sent for Old Harry to his blacksmith’s 

shop.

Then I set off again that very same day.
Round by Brome Swan and so down to Eye; 
There’s a grand peal of eight as I understand, 
But not ringers enow* to lend me a hand.

Then I went to Redenhall, they were all 
strangers to me,

But some very good ringers I judged them to b e ; 
There’s a length of eight thousand nailed up on 

a board
Of that intricate peal, called ‘ Oxford Treble 

Bob.’
Then I went to Bungay to hear the new peal, 
I always will say they do not tell the right tale, 
For when I heard them I said very soon, 
There is a deficiency in the half-tone.
Then I went to Norwich where the dons do 

dwell,
Some of the ringers I knew very well;
There was Harry, he railed against Thurston 

and Payne,
And swore he never would ring with them again.
Then I went to Forncett, being late in the night, 
When I got there, I found all was not right; 
There’s a good peal of five as I have heard tell, 
They were made into six by an old stolen bell.
Then I went to Buckenham, where they were 

all know,
So that I was not able to  put in a blow;
There was young crafty Aldis, he was full of 

his lies,
For he talked of ringing ‘ London Surprise.’
Then I went to Harwich, one fine summer’s daj, 
Went ringing of handbells all the whole way; 
I never did meet with my master before,
Till I met with John Ringer on the sea shore.
Now to conclude and finish my song,
I have rambled about till it’s time to go home; 
I never went to Gislingham, where I ought to 

have gone,
To see the grand company fed with a tea-spoon.

* Enough.

A copy of a printed pamphlet in the posses­
sion of W. E. ' Rowley ’ Musk, an old Norfolk 
ringer now living in Eye, Suffolk.

IC K N IELD  SU R PR ISE M A JO R
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
2 1 4 3 6 5 8
1 2 4 3 5 6 7
2 1 3 4 6 5 8  
23 1 6 4 5 7  
3 2 6 1 5 4 8  
3 2 1 6 5 8 4  
2 3 6 1 8 5 7
3 2 6 8 1 5 4  
2 3 8 6 5 1 7  
2 8 3 6  154  
8 2 6 3 5  17 
2 8 3 6 5 7 1  
8 2 6 3 7 5 4  
2 8 6 3 5 7 1  
82 3  6 7 5 4  
8 3 2 7 6 4 5

Rung at Birmingham

3 8 7 2 4 6 1 5  
8 3 7 2 6 4 5  1 
3 8 2 7 4  6 1 5 
8 3 7 2 4  165  
3 8 2 7 1 4 5 6  

• 3 2 8 7 4 1 6 5  
2 3 7 8  1 4 5 6  
3 2 7  1 8 4 6 5  
23 1 7 4 8  5 6 
2 3 7  145  8 6 
3 2 1 7 5 4 6 8  
3 1 2 5 7 4 8 6  
13 5 2 4 7 6 8  
3 1 5 2 7 4 8 6  
1 3 2 5 4 7 6 8  
1 3 5 2 7 4  8 6

7
8
7
8 
7
7 
4
7
4
7
4
4 
1
4 
1
1
Cathedral, Jan. 20th, 1955.

Y A R D L E Y  SU R PR ISE M A JO R
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7  
1 2 4 6 3 8 5 7
2 1 6 4 8  3 75
2 6  143 8 57
6 2 4 18 3 7 5 
2 6 1 4 8 3 5 7  
6 2 4 1 3 8 7 5  
6 4 2 3  1 8 5 7 
4 6 3  2 8 1 7 5 
4 6 2 3  1 8 5 7  
6 4 3 2 8  175 
4 6 2 3  87 15 
6 4 3 2 7 8 5 1  
4 6 3  7 2 8  1 5 
6 4 7 3 8 2 5  1 
4 6 3  72 8 5 1

6 4 7 3 8 2 1 5  
4 6 7 8 3 2 5 1 
6 4 8 7 2 3  15 
4 6 7 8 2 1 3 5  
6 4 8 7 1 2 5 3  
6 4 7 8 2  13 5 
4 6 8 7 1 2 5 3  
4 8 6 1 7 2 3 5  
84  1 6 2 7 5 3  
4 8 6 1 2 7 3 5  
8 4 1 6 7 2 5 3  
8 1 4 6 2 7 3  5 
18 6 4 7 2  5 3 
8 1 6 7 4 5 2 3  
1 8 7 6 5 4 3 2  
1 8 6 7 4 5 2 3

OUTINGS
ST. MARY’S, TWYFOKD, BERKS

Twyford ringers, together with friends from 
several adjacent towers held their first annual 
outing on Easter Monday visiting Central and 
West Wilts.

After a delightful ride through West Berk­
shire, Pewsey was reached ahead of schedule. 
The church was beautifully decorated and the 
Easter Garden was especially admired. The 
six bells were soon set going to Grandsire and 
Stedman Doubles, Plain Bob and Cambridge 
Surprise Minor and rounds.

Devizes was the next objective. Unfor­
tunately ringing at St. John’s was interrupted 
for 20 minutes by a  baptism, but this time was 
used to ring handbells on the fiat roof of the 
Lady Chapel. St. James’, Southbroom, bells 
were sampled before leaving Devizes.

The Vicar of Rowde, who is a ringer, wel­
comed the company to his tower . A pleasant 
half-hour was spent here, and then on to Seend, 
where the delightful situation of the church 
and the wonderful Easter decorations were ad­
mired by all. The ropes were in poor con­
dition but the ‘ go ’ was quite good.

The party arrived at Christ Church, Bradford- 
on-Avon, at the appointed hour, but one or 
two difficulties, mainly a loose clock hammer 
and a very ‘ temporary ’ stay delayed pro­
ceedings slightly. Tea was served in Holy 
Trinity Church House and was much ap­
preciated.

The last tower of the day was Melksham, 
where, in spite of the long draught, some 
reasonably good ringing was enjoyed. Methods 
rung included Grandsire and Stedman Triples 
and Bob Majoi.

EASTER MONDAY IN SOUTH DEVON
A number of Devon Guild ringers, mainly 

drawn from Teignmouth, spent a very enjoyable 
day in the South Hams area on Easter Mon­
day in perfect weather conditions.

The good-going six at East Allington was 
first visited, followed by a pleasant hour at 
Dodbrook. A picnic lunch followed, a spot 
by the roadside on a hill being chosen for this, 
where the party were able to get a good view 
of the scenery.

The six bells at South Pool were in good 
going order and the company marvelled at the 
very large number of primroses which had been 
gathered to decorate the church. From here the 
party moved on to East Portlemouth on one 
side of the Salcombe estuary, where the ringing 
was thoroughly enjoyed on what proved to be 
the best six for the day.

Tea, with real Devonshire cream, was served 
at a farmhouse at the charming village of East 
Prawle on the extreme south coast of Devon. 
From here a move was made for Chivelstone. 
another good six, this being the last tower for 
the day. All were new towers for most of the 
party, who expressed their thanks to the or­
ganiser for the excellent programme. Methods 
rung were Grandsire, Stedman and Plain Bob 
Doubles.

Rung at Yardley, Birmingham, Jan. 15th, 1955.

NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT
On Easter Monday, in beautiful spring 

weather, some 28 ringers and friends from 
Bozeat, Roade and St. Sepulchre’s, Northamp­
ton, much enjoyed an outing organised by Mr.
G. F. Roome.

Ringing during the day took place at Whil- 
ton (6), Daventry (8), Staverton (6), Southam 
(8), Bishop's Itchington (5), Dunchurch (6), 
Rugby (5), Willoughby (6) and Braunston (6).

Methods rung included Plain Bob Major. 
Grandsire Triples, Cambridge, Kent, Oxford 
and Plain Bob Minor and a variety of Doubles 
methods.

Thanks are due to the incumbents for the 
use of their bells, and to tower captains and 
others who met the party.
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RANDOM THOUGHTS ON BOB MAJOR
By H. C H A N T

Finally, let us have a look at another 
* wangle ’ that comes in useful sometimes. 

Examine the following extension:—
23456 W H «

42356
54326
32546
43526
52436
45236
24536
53246
25346
34256
23456

52364 — — —
35264 —
23456 — — 

f  By inserting these into our original extension 
we get the following:—
23456 W B M H

152364  1 “

135426 |__
42356  |

►54326 —
132546  —

43526  —  
52436 
35264

J

t - J

w M H

52436
23564 23564 52364
65324
23456

35426 35426

35426
52364 52364 35264
35264
62534

35264
52436

2356423564
<5236 
24536
53246  —  —
25346  —
342 5 6 — —
23456 —

f  If the reader (I'm fed up, like you, with the 
Word student), cares to write out the complete 
proof he will find it correct, but the professor 
and I can tell by comparing the written proofs 
above with each other and the course-ends of 
the extension.

". By combining our ‘ reciprocals ’ and the in- 
tertion B, W and M and then further extending 
the 6th in 5th it is possible to get some in­
teresting peals.

Here is one:— 

23456
5,024 

W B M H

Now the only course-end missing in order to 
have the 6th the extent in 6 is 35426.

If we examine the following touch of three 
courses we shall find that it contains this de­
sirable course-end, and moreover, returns us 
into the plain course.
23456 W B M H W M H

52364
35426
42356
54326
32546
43526
24365
34562
25463
42563
54263
32465
43265
52436
35264
23564
45236
24536
53246
25346
34256
32456

= 1  =  
- J  =

— 52436
23564 23564 52364
65324 35426 35426
23456- 23456 23456

|52364 — —

! 35426 —
23456 —

t If we started our extension with this round 
block, falseness would occur as the Bob W 
brings us into the course 52436, which occurs as 
the 6th course of our original extension.

But we are undaunted. In the 3 course round 
block just given, the course 52436 is used 
from the W to the B positions, i.e., the 2nd, 
3rd and 4th leads. There still remains the 1st, 
5th, 6th and 7th leads.

I Is it possible to utilise these in order to avoid 
' falseness. Puzzle no longer, dear student, it is ! 
‘ Here is a round block which, for want of a 
better term, I call the ‘ reciprocal ’ of the above, 
because it removes the falseness created by it. 

23456 W B M H

Repeated.
6th extent right and always in 
5-6. By adding 3 H at the 8th 
course we have the extent each 

way.
This peal, then, is built up from our previous 

touch. If the 3 bracketted extensions are re­
moved it will be seen that the insertion is (as 
I have said) B, W and M with which we are al­
ready familiar. There appears to be little re­
semblance between this peal and our simple 
extension but scores of such peals may be built 
up in a similar manner.

Although I have given only one pair of ‘ re­
ciprocals ’ there are others which the student 
may like to discover for himself.

As I finally ‘ wrap up ’ I am aware that these 
random thoughts of mine are full of short­
comings. Certain things could have been said 
better—other, perhaps, better left unsaid. I am 
cognisant that I have done those things that 
I ought not to have done and left undone those 
things that I ought to have done. (The latter 
always makes me feel more uneasy than the 
former.)

But perhaps someone, somewhere, has learnt 
a little knack or trick, or perhaps some trifle 
is slightly less obscure; meanwhile the professor 
has been kept amused.

I know but little, but that little I know is 
always at anyone’s disposal—so don’t be afraid 
to ask—my Bach is worse than my Beethoven.

(Concluded)

Calthorpe Surprise M ajor
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  
2 14 3 6 5 8 7 
1 2 3 4 6 8 5 7  
2 14 3 8 6 7 5  
2 4 1 3 6 8 5 7  
4 2 3  18 6 7 5  
4 2 1 3 6 8 5 7  
2 4 3  1 8 6 7 5  
4 2 3  8 1 6 5 7  
2 4 8 3 6 1 7 5  
2 4 3  8 1 6 5 7  
4 2 8 3 6 1 7 5  
2 4 3 8 6 7 1 5  
4 2 8 3 7 6 5  1 
48 2 7 3  6 1 5 
8 4 7 2-6 3 5 1 
4 8 2 7 6 5 3  1 

Rung at Birmingham 
1955.

8 4 7 2 5  6 13 
8 7 4 5 2 6 3  1
7 8 5 4 6 2  13 
8 7 4 5 6 1 2 3  
7 8 5 4  1 6 3 2  
7 8 4 5 6 1 2 3
8 7 5 4 16 3 2 
7 8 5  1 4 6 2 3  
87 1 5 6 4 3 2  
8 7 5  1 4 6 2 3  
7 8 1 5 6 4 3 2  
7 1 8 5 4 6 2 3  
1 7 5 8 6 4 3 2  
7 18 5 6 3 4 2  
17 5 8 3 6 2 4  
1 7 8 5 6 3 4 2

Cathedral, January 27th,

IN  SOUTH N O R FO LK
That the best way to reach almost inacces­

sible towers is to travel by car was proved on 
April 2nd, when some young Norfolk ringers 
visited South Norfolk. We called first at Ban- 
ham, a six-bell tower. The second is by New­
man, of Norwich, in 1741, and is inscribed:— 

We trebles came by small consent,
Our birth I hope will give content;
Twins from old tenor, our lost old dad, 
Some we make merry and some are sad.’

Our duty was to make merry, for a wedding 
had been arranged at short notice; we were 
astonished when John Barnes said the bride­
groom was his cousin ! So much for the 
planned quiet ceremony.

Next to Garboldisham, where Mr. Garnham 
helped us make good use of the six. We were 
shown the crown of a bell in the porch, and a 
note described it as the only remaining piece of 
work of William Schep, who is believed to have 
been a 13th century founder. We called at 
Dickleburgh (5) before rushing to Attleborough 
to pick up the undertaker of the band, who had 
been delayed. Thus a planned quiet hour for 
lunch became 15 minutes of fish and chips.

Minor repairs to the slider of the second 
had to be carried out at Shelfanger (5), where 
the tenor was cast by Thomas Draper in 1582, 
and the remaining four by Pack and Chapman 
in 1772. We felt the music here would have 
pleased Arnold Schonberg. The six at Win- 
farthing were then rung, and we hope Mr. 
Walter Elsey will soon be well again.

At Tharston and Tasburgh (both five-bell 
towers) we were joined by Mr. Harry Duffield, 
of the well-known Norfolk ringing family, the 
Rector (of both parishes) and his dog, Bobby. 
Amusement was caused at Tasburgh, for when 
first the conductor called ‘ bob,’ the dog 
bounded in. Bridget Mutimer’s mother did 
very well to give a good tea to six hungry 
ringers, after which we called finally at Shote- 
sham (5), where promising young members of 
the local band met us. The bells and the ap­
pearance of the ringing room leave nothing to 
be desired—a most encouraging end to the day.

Methods rung ranged from rounds on five to 
Spliced Little and Plain Bob Minor and Cam­
bridge Surprise Minor.

Thanks are expressed to David Heighton for 
driving, Mrs. Mutimer for the wonderful tea, 
and John Barnes for making arrangementscmb 
and John Barnes for arrangements. J. S. B.

5,056 Bristol Surprise M ajor
By ERNEST BENNETT 
2 3 4 5 6  M B W H

4 2 3 5 6  
5 6 2 3  4 
3 2 4 6 5  
3 5 2 64 
3 6 4 5 2  
63 25 4 
54 32 6 
3 2 5 4 6 1

Repeated.
This composition contains.— 

the 120 — 678‘s 
the 24 — 6578s 
the 24 — 6478’s 

and all the lead heads with the following bells 
behind in the positions stated thus:—

7 2 8 6 
7 3 8 6 
7 4 8  6 
75 8 6 
7 6 8  5 
7 6 8 4  
7 5 8 4 
7 4 8  5 
4 5 78

5 4 7 8  
68 27 
6 8 3 7 
6 84 7  
6 8 5 7 
28 67 
3 8 67 
48  67 
5 8 67

First rung at Brenchley. Kent, on August 
16th, 1954, conducted by John Worth.
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O B I T U A R Y
MR. J. W. L. SLACK

We regret to record the death on March 6th,
1955, of Mr. John William Longdon Slack, a 
ringer at St. James’, Sutton, in the Macclesfield 
Branch of the Chester Diocesan Guild for 57 
years. Mr. Slack was a founder member of 
this Branch to which Sunday by Sunday in his 
own church and quarter by quarter in the wider 
sphere he gave most faithful service.

In 1944 he became tower leader and worked 
with such diligence and skill that the bells 
were always fully manned throughout this most 
difficult period for the Exercise in general.

A competent ringer of many Plain and Treble 
Bob methods his peals ranged from Grandsire 
Doubles to Cambridge Minor, and numbered 
40. Those he taught to ring will, however, 
remember him better for his insistence upon 
good striking, punctuality and faithful 
service.

He was laid to rest in the Churchyard at 
St. James’, Sutton, on March ,12th in the pre­
sence of a very large number of representa­
tives of the Chester Guild and other local 
bodies in the life of which Mr. Slack had 
taken such an active part. A course of Grand­
sire Triples was rung on the handbells at the 
graveside by Mrs. C. W. Lawton, Messrs. J. 
Worth, C. W. Lawton and J. W. Whittaker.

There were wreaths from the Chester Dio­
cesan Guild (Macclesfield Branch), the ringers 
of St. Peter’s. Macclesfield, and from the 
ringers of St. James’, Sutton, the last of which 
bore the following words:—

At rest you lie
Beneath the bells
You rang so long and true;
Your course is done,
Your bell is ‘ Home,’
And honour is your due.
The bells each week 
As they ring out 
Their message ever new,
Will also keep alive and warm 
Our memories, Jack, of you.

After the funeral a peal of Plain Bob Minor 
was rung fully muffled.

MR. JAMES AMORY SMITH
With regret we record the death of Mr. J. 

A. Smith, known to a wide circle of ringers as
* Pop.’ He was the popular captain of the 
Talgarth, Breconshire, ringers for many years 
and was also District Master of the Swansea 
and Brecon Guild.

Mr. Smith started his ringing at Congresbury, 
■Somerset, at the time when the late Major 
J. H. Hesse was living at Wrington. His two 
hobbies were ringing and fishing. He was 
brought up opposite Congresbury Church, his 
father then being the village schoolmaster.

Mr. Smith only rang two peals, he was at 
home on the tenor and was always keen on 
good striking. He came to Talgarth from 
Aberdare some years before the war to follow 
his profession as a dentist.

At the funeral, which took place at Talgarth 
on April 1st, the following members of the 
local band acted as bearers: Messrs. W. Chick, 
T). Griffith, J. Parry, M. James, R. Rees, D. 
Bennett. One of Mr. Smith’s sons is a member 
of the local band.

It was his wish that the ringers should act 
as bearers and should ring after the funeral.

D. H. B.

MR. FRA NK W ARRINGTON
It is reported with deep regret that the death 

of Mr. Frank Warrington took place at his 
home at St. Ives on Sunday, April 17th, after 
a long illness. A full report will appear next 
week.

MR. A. E. BAVERSTOCK
One of the oldest members of the Bath 

Branch of the Bath and Wells Diocesan As­
sociation, Mr. A. E. Baverstock, passed away on 
March 15th in his 83rd year. He started to 
take an interest in ringing at the age of eleven 
years, and continued as an active ringer until 
twelve months ago, when failing health pre­
vented him from further participation. In re­
cent years, since the war, he arranged an an­
nual outing, usually in September, outings 
which will long be remembered by those who 
took part.

The interment took place at Locksbrook 
Cemetery Bath, on March 21st, and a course 
of Grandsire Triples was rung on handbells 
over the grave by W. J. Prescott (Bath Abbey),
G. J. Hawkins (St. Michael with St. Paul’s), 
R. O. Fry (St. Michael’s, Twerton), W. Cope 
(St. Mary’s, Bathwick). The Abbey bells were 
rung half-muffled in the evening of the funeral, 
and a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples was 
rung at St. Michael’s, Twerton.

M R. WILLIAM APPLEBY
Many ringers in the Oxford Guild, and ring­

ing bands who visited Henley over many 
years, will be sorry to hear that Mr. William 
Appleby has passed over, aged 76. He had to 
give up ringing about six years ago owing to 
ill-health.

N O T I C E S  
Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
penny a word, minimum 3s. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, minimnm 
3s. 6d.

All Notices must be prepaid.
Notice* must be received on the Manday 

preceding publication.

COMING-OF-AGE GREETING
Ringing friends in Suffolk extend hearty con­

gratulations and best wishes to Alan Fever, 
now serving in Germany, on his 21st birthday 
and hope to be ringing again with him soon.

6220

ENGAGEM ENT
PEAKMAN—HEMMING. — The engage­

ment is announced between Reginald Arthur 
only son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Peakman. of 47, 
High Street, Kingswinford, and Patricia, only 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. T. Hemming, 15, 
Hawbush Road, Brierley Hill. 6215

MARRIAGE
GAY—LUTON.—On April 12th, 1955, at 

the Church of St. Cadoc, Trevethin. Mon­
mouthshire, David John, only son of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. Gay, to Jean, only daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. F. A. Luton. Kincora, Wainfelin Road, 
Pontypool. Future residence: Oaklands, 
Sticklepath, Barnstaple, Devon.. 6210

MISCELLANEOUS
DALLINGTON, NORTHAMPTON.—After 

April 24th, 1955, and until further notice, ring­
ing is suspended owing to work of restora­
tion.—E. Nobles. 6196 

Correspondence in respect of SS. Peter and 
Paul’s, Harlington, bells should now be ad­
dressed to Mr. L. Grice, 15, Burnham Gardens, 
Harlington, Middlesex. Practice night, Friday,
8 p.m. Visitors welcome. 6185 

GUILDFORD GUILD Library requires Vol. 
1887, 1890 and 1891 of ‘ Bell News,’ also 
‘ Ringing W orld’ 1914 to 1927. Bound vol­
umes or loose copies would be acceptable. 
Some exchanges available. Please write: A. 
C. Hazelden, 109, Grange Road, Guildford.

6186

ST. MICHAEL’S, BRAY, BERKS. — The 
bells must remain silent. We need £2,000 to 
restore the tower. Please help us. Donations 
gratefully acknowledged.—The Vicarage, Bray, 
Berks. 6221

PEAL CARDS & QUARTER PEAL CARDS 
can now be ordered at 5s. a  set of 12, post free 
(minimum charge). Order and remittances muit 
be sent with peal report. For quarter peals 
write sepyate copy in same style as peals.

M EETINGS
BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 

Frome Branch.—Quarterly meeting at Leigh-on- 
Mendip, April 23rd. Bells 3. Service 4.30. 
Tea and business meeting to follow. Names 
for tea.—E. Chivers, Chilcompton. 6158

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Glaston Branch. — Meeting, West Pennard, 
Saturday, April 23rd. Usual arrangements.

6175
DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Peak Dis­

trict.—Matlock (8), Saturday, April 23rd. 3 
p.m. Own tea arrangements.—T. E. Taylor, 
Dis. Sec. 6162

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Wisbech 
Branch.—Meeting, Elm, Saturday, April 23rd. 
Bells (6) 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5. Tea 
provided.—J. Fox, Dis. Sec. 6163

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — 
Annual general meeting in Guildford, Saturday, 
April 23rd. Service at Cathedral Church 3.30. 
Tea and meeting in S. Nicolas’ Hall 4.30. 
Cathedral and S. Nicolas’ bells available from
2.30.—G. L. Grover, Hon. Sec. 6114

HAWKHURST AND DISTRICT GUILD. 
—Meeting, Tunbridge Wells. Saturday, April 
23rd. Bells (8) 2.30 p.m. Names for tea. by 
April 20th, to G. Billenness, 3, Grasmere Ter­
race, Hawkhurst. 6152 

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
Northern District.—Barley, April 23rd, 3 p.m. 
Tea 4.45. Special method, Rossendale Sur­
prise.—E. Buck, Dis. Sec. 6154 

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Canter­
bury District.—Quarterly meeting, Deal, Satur­
day, April 23rd. Bells 2.30. Service 4.15. Tea 
and meeting to follow.—B. J. Luck, Hon. Sec.

6134
MARKSBURY. NEAR BATH.—The annual 

ringers’ service will be held April 23rd. Bells
2.30 p.m. Service 4.30. Names for tea to 
W. A. Prescott. Tel. Timsbury 287. 6169 

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—E. Berks 
and S. Bucks Branch.—Annual meeting, High 
Wycombe, April 23rd, 3.15 p.m. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea 5 p.m. 6133

SURREY ASSOCIATION. — Southern Dis­
trict.—Quarterly meeting, Redhill, April 23rd. 
Bells (8) 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15, followed 
by business meeting and a talk ‘ How to learn 
methods.’ 6120

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 
GUILD. — Basingstoke District. — Quarterly 
meeting at Rotherwick, April 23rd. Bells (6)
2.45. Service 4.30. Tea 5. Names to J. Ches- 
terman, Leacroft, Sherborne St. John, Basing­
stoke. '  6174

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY GUILD. — 
Annual general meeting. .Wednesday, April 
27th, 9.15 p.m. (following St. Andrew’s prac­
tice) in the treasurer’s rooms, Clare Old Court. 
—W. T. Cook, Hon. Sec. 6198

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Bridgwater Branch. — Quarterly meeting at 
Greinton, April 30th, 3 p.m. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5. Names please. — R. Short, Chilton 
Trinity. 6193

COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD. — 
Southern District.—Meeting at Alderminster, 
Saturday, April 30th. Ringing 3. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5.—A. R. Barrett. 6178

DEVON G UILD—Mid-Devon Branch. — 
Townstal, Dartmouth, Saturday, April 30th. 
Usual arrangements.—A. L. Bennett, Corner; 
ways, Buckfastleigh. 6206
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DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. 
:—Meeting at Thorne on April 30th at 2.30.—
F. Jackson, Hon. Sec. 6183

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIA­
TION.—Western District.—Meeting, Saturday, 
April 30th, Wylam, St. Oswin’s, 2.30 p.m. 
Names to Mr. F. M. Gordon, Ochil, Wood- 

■croft Road, Wylam. 6190
DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIA­

TION.—Southern District.—Meeting at Gain-
6- ford, April 30th. Bells available 3 p.m. Ser- 
|  vice 4.30 p.m., followed by tea and meeting. 

Names for tea (essecitial), by April 27th, please, 
to E. P. Rock, 64, Tollesby Road, Middles- 

f* brough. 6217
|  ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — Cam­
bridge District.—Meeting at Ickleton, Satur­
day, April 30th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service? 
Tea at 5 p.m.—H. L. Martin, Dis. Sec. 6195 

f  ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South Eastern 
Division.—Meeting at Rettendon (6), Saturday, 
April 30th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.45 p.m. 
Numbers for tea, please, to A. H. Everett, 
Cornerway, Plantation Road, Boreham. 6189 
’ GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA­
TION.—Bristol Rural Branch.—Monthly meet- 

■J ing at Winterbourne, Saturday, April 30th.
• Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea and meet- 
I ing 5.15 p.m. Names for tea, by Tuesday, 

April 26th, to W. F. Scudamore, County Police 
Station, Winterbourne, near Bristol. 6201

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION—Lewis-

fl ham District. — Quarterly meeting, Cudham, 
April 30th, 3 p.m. Service 4.15. Names for 

f tea (2s.), not later than Tuesday, 26th, to A. 
Hill, 24, Stanmore Road, Belvedere. 6156 

LADIES’ GUILD.—Central District.—Meet­
ing, Stanford-le-Hope, on Saturday, April 
30th. Bells 3 p.m., followed by service, tea 
and business. ^Please send names for tea to 
Miss C. Chinnery, Brick House, Malting Lane, 

Orselt, Grays. 6197
LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION—Annual 

meeting, Bolton, April 30th. Towers available: 
All Souls’ (8) 11 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.; Deane 
(8) and The Saviour’s (8) 1 p.m. to 2.30 p.m.; 
St. George’s (8) 2.30 p.m. to 3.45 p.m .; The 
Parish Church (8) 2.30 p.m. to 4 p.m.; and, 
after the meeting, Holy Trinity (8) and St. Bar­
tholomew’s (6). It would be desirable if local 
ringers could be in attendance to meet visitors. 
Service in Bolton Parish Church 4 p.m. Tea 
in Parish Church Schools 5 p.m. (3s. 6d. per 
head). Names, together with remittance, by 
April 20th, to Mr. V. Martin, 413, Crompton 

S' Way, Bolton. Tel. No. Eagley 1536. Tower 
I secretaries are asked to make block orders for 

their towers. Meeting in Parish Church Schools 
|  a t  approximately 6 p.m. 6157

LEEDS AND DISTRICT.—Annual meeting, 
J  Leeds Parish Church, Saturday, April 30th. 
I Bells available 2.30. Tea 4.15 (own arrange- 
T ments). Business meeting in the tower 7 p.m. 

Bells available until 9 p.m.—I. Slack, Hon. Sec.
6190

LEICESTER DIOCESAN G UILD—Hinck­
ley District.—Enderby, April 30th. Bells (8) 3 
o'clock. Service 4.30. Tea at the Nag’s Head 

I 5. Names, please, by Wednesday previous, to 
I  Mr. L. Rivers, 6, Stewart Avenue, Narbor-
l  ough, Leicester. 6212

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD. — Annual 
f meeting, Lincoln, April 30th. Holy Com­

munion 8 a.m.. Ringers’ Chapel. Evensong 4 
f p.m. Usual ringing airangements. Tea 5 

p.m., Eastgate Court Cafe, followed by business 
meeting in Chapter House. Names for tea, by 
Tuesday previous, to Mr. J. A. Freeman, 95, 
Sincil Bank. Lincoln.—J. Bray, Hon. Sec. 6159 

LLANDAFF & MONMOUTH ASSOCIA­
TION.—Monmouth Branch. — Quarterly meet­
ing, Nash, Saturday, April 30th. Bells (6) 2.30 
p.m. Tea and meeting (Waterloo Hotel). 
Names for tea by 20th, please—J. S. Evans,

I 3, Hughes Crescent, Chepstow, Mon. 6150
6219

SOUTH OF ENGLAND RINGERS’ 
RALLY and 

GEORGE WILLIAMS COMMEMORA­
TION DINNER

at
THE GAUMONT RESTAURANT 
WESTOVER RD., BOURNEMOUTH 
SAT., MAY 7th, 1955, at 6 p.m.

Chairman:
Rev. Canon A. L. F. Williams, M.A., 

R.D., Vicar of Bournemouth
Tickets lls . 6d. each

Application for tickets to Daniel T. 
Matkin, 26, Wellington Road, Bourne­
mouth. Phone: Bournemouth 6342

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Northern District.—Practice meeting, Saturday, 
April 30th, St. Mary’s, Leyton (8), St. Mary- 
atte-Bowe, Stratford, E. (8). Times will appear 
next week.—L. W. Bullock, District Secretary.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
N. and E. District. — Meeting at Kingbury 
(Blackbird Cross—buses 52 and 83 pass church) 
on Saturday, April 30th, 3 p.m. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea and business to follow. Ringing 
also at Hendon (Church Road and near bus 
garage) 6.30 to 8.30 p.m.—T. J. Lock. 6200 

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION — 
North Norfolk Branch.—Meeting at Mulbarton, 
April 30th. Bells (6) from 2.30 p.m. Service
4.15, conducted by Canon H. Llewellyn. Tea 
in Parish Hall 5 p.m. followed by meeting. 
Names for tea. by Wednesday, April 27th, to
H. Tooke, 11, Long Road, The Lizard, 
Wymondham, Norfolk. 6191

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Bicester 
Deanery Branch.—Annual meeting Ambrosden, 
Saturday, April 30th. Bells 2.30. Service 4. 
Tea 4.45. Names for tea, by April 25th, please, 
to C. Kinch. Causeway, Bicester. 6199

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. — 
Oundle Branch.—Quarterly meeting, Warming- 
ton (6), April 30th. Names for tea, not later 
than Tuesday previous, to Mrs. P. E. Clarke,
7, Bassett Place, Oundle. 6182

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION. — Western Divi­
sion. — Practice meeting, Felpham (6), April 
30th. Names for tea, please, by previous Tues­
day, to W. L. Weller, Sunnyside, Itchingfield, 
Horsham. 6202

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE 
YOUTHS. — Meeting at Bristol on Saturday, 
May 7th. St. Stephen’s 11.50; St. Mary Red- 
cliffe 2.40; St. Thomas’ 4. Tea, at the Gros- 
venor Hotel, 5. Names for tea to Mr. A. M. 
Tyler, 32, Hengrove Road, Knowle, Bristol 4.— 
A. B. Peck. 6146

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Ilchester Deanery Branch.—Quarterly meeting, 
Stoke-under-Ham (6), Saturday, May 7th. Ser­
vice 4.30. Tea 5. Please notify for tea T. J. 
Setter, 52, Middle Street, Yeovil. 6222

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Cary Branch.—Meeting at West Lydford, May 
7th. 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea and business 
meeting to follow. Names for tea, please, to
H. C. Lintern, Ditcheat. 6209

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Bed­
ford District.—First meeting ever, Haynes (5), 
May 7th, 2.30. Service 4.30. Will car owners 
help with transport to tea (two miles away) at
5.15. A really good meeting, please. Every­
one welcome.—Peter Shipton. 6188 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—Northern District. 
—Meeting at Witham (8), Saturday, May 7th. 
Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Names for tea to Mr.
E. Bright! 42, Cressing Road, Witham. 6213

GUILDFORD GUILD. — Leatherhead Dis­
trict.—Meeting at Ewell, May 7th. Bells from
3. Service 4.30. Numbers for tea, by May 
4th, to John Beams, 4, Cottage Road, W. Ewell. 
—A. H. Smith. 6216

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Ashford 
District.—Meeting at Ruckinge (5) May 7th. 
Bells 2.45. Service 4.30. Tea 5. Those re­
quiring tea must inform Mrs. Blackburn, Blue 
Anchor Inn, Ruckinge, by May 3rd, specifying 
this meeting.—W. P. G. 6203

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Bolton 
Branch.—The meeting arranged at Westhough- 
lon for May 7th is cancelled.—J. Thornley, Sec.

6204
MAIDSTONE GRAMMAR SCHOOL’S 

SOCIETY. — Meeting at Harrietsham (8) on 
Saturday, May 7th. Bells 3. Service 4. Tea
4.45. Non-members cordially invited. Names, 
by Friday, April 29th, please, to Pamela 
Butcher, Herne Pound, Butcher’s Lane, Mere- 
worth. 6160

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— 
Annual general meeting at Norwich, Saturday, 
May 7th. Service at St. Andrew’s 4; preacher 
the Rev. Gilbert Thurlow. Tea St. Andrew’s 
Parish Hall. Queen Street, 4.45. Business meet­
ing 5.30, St. Andrew’s Parish Hall. Vital 
agenda, election of new president and new 
general secretary. Names for tea, before April 
29th, to the Rev. Gilbert Thurlow, 17, The 
Close, Norwich (tea 2s. 6d.; Is. 6d. to those 
at school). Bells: Mancroft (13) 3.15-3.45 and
7-9; St. Giles’ (8). St. Miles’ (8) St. John de 
Sepulchre (8), St. George Colegate (6), 1.30-3.45 
and 7-9.—Gilbert Thurlow, Gen. Sec. 6148 

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — South 
Oxon Branch. —- The annual meeting of the 
branch to be held at Benson has been postponed 
until Saturday, May 7th. 6116

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. — 
Peterborough Branch.—Meeting at Castor, May 
7th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.15. Tea 5 Names 
for tea by May 3rd, please.—G. Bush, 18, 
Princes Street. Peterborough. 6194

SOUTHWELL GUILD.—Nottingham Dis­
trict.—Meeting, May 7th, at Langar (5), 2.30 
to 4.30, and Granby (5) 6 to 8 p.m. Bus to 
Langar from Nottingham (Broad Marsh) 2.18 
p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. at Boot and Shoe, Granby. 
Names by previous Tuesday to me. — C. W. 
Towers. Thrumpton, Nottineham. 6218

SURREY ASSOCIATION (Southern Dis­
trict) and KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION 
(Tonbridge District).—Joint meeting at God- 
stone, May 7th. Bells (8) 3. Service 4.30. Tea
5.15. Names for tea, by May 4th, to A. K. 
Wood, 18, White Cots, Holland, Oxted.—C. 
Champion, Miss D. Colgate, Hon. Dis. Secs.

6211
SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 

Annual general meeting on Saturday, May 7th, 
at The Good Shepherd, Brighton. Service
4.30. Tea 5.15 in Church Hall, followed by 
meeting. Ringing: The Good Shepherd 3-4.30; 
St. Peter’s and St. Nicholas’ 2.30-3.45 and
7.30-8.30. Tea 3s. per head to those who for­
ward individual names to me not later than 
Wednesday. May 4th.—R. W. R. Percy,, Es- 
perance, Oldfield Road, Willingham, East­
bourne. 6192 

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Annual 
general meeting at Selby Abbey on Saturday, 
May 7th. Bells (10) available 2-4.30 p.m. and 
after meeting until 9 p.m. Audit in Hawdon 
Institute 11 a.m. Service in Chancel 4.30 p.m. 
Tea (2s. 6d. per head) 5 p.m. in Hawdon In­
stitute, followed by general meeting. Names, 
by May 5th, to Mr. T. H. Foster, 15, Port- 
holme Drive, Selby. Subscriptions now due, 
and reports will be available. — L. W. G. 
Morris. Hon. Gen. Sec., 65, Lilycroft R 'vmI. 
Bradford 9. 6205

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—South-Western.— 
Meeting at Chigwell will be held on May 14th, 
and joint meeting with Middlesex Association 
on August 13th, not as previously arranged.— 
C. Willmington, Hon. Dis. Sec. 6214
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‘THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretcbing

Established 1820 Phone 2400

/  j  JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIMING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS 

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Reprinted 1952 

FOR ALL LEARNERS 
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4 /6  : :  4 to 6 bells 3 / -  
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell, 
Poleshill Cottage, Langford Budville, 

Wellington, Somerset

PUBLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

PRESERVATION AND REPAIR
OF BELLS, etc..........................

ON C O N D U C T IN G .................
COLLECTION OF P L A I N  

MAJOR METHODS .. . .  
COLLECTION OF COMPOSI­

TIONS (MAJOR) .................
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & 

MINOR METHODS (Out of 
print)

FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR
METHODS .......................
BELLS ...............................

CHANGE RINGING ON HAND 
METHOD SHEETS—

Cambridge Surprise Major
Double Norwich .................
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 
Bristol Surprise Major 

HINTS TO BEGINNERS .. 
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS- 

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

WITH S.P.A.B............................
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or Company.. 
VILLAGE BELLS (New Edition) 
METHODS COMMITTEE’S RE­

PORT ON EXTENSION

s. d.

3 6 

3 0

6
6
6
6
6

1 0

6 
1 2

I 0

Post free from 
MISS P. J. AYR IS,

10, Sherwood Close. Launton, Bicester, 
Oxon.

F E E R IN G  SU RPRISE
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7  
1 2 4 6 3 8 5 7
2 1 6 4 8 3  7 5 
2 6 1 4 3 8 5 7  
6 2 4 1 8 3 7 5  
62 143  8 57
2 6 4 1 8 3 7 5  
6 2 4  8 173 5 
6 4 2 8 7 1 5 3
4 6 8 2 1 7 3 5
4 8 6 2 7 1 5 3  
8 4 6 7 2 5  13
8 6 4 7 5  23 1 
6 8 7 4 2 5 1 3
8 6 7 4 5 2 3  1 
6 8 4 7 2  5 3 1

8 6 4 7 5 2  13 
6 8 7 4 2 5 3  1 
67 8 4 5 2  13 
7 6 8 5 4 12 3
7 8 6 5 1 4 3 2
8 75 64 123 
8 5 7 6  143 2 
5 8 7 1 6 3 4 2  
8 5 173 6 2 4  
8 5 7  1 6 3 4 2  
5 8 1 7 3 6 24 
5 1 8 7 6 3 4 2  
1 5 7 8 3-62 4 
5 173  82 64 
1 5 3 7 2 8 4 6  
1 5 7 3 8 2 6 4

K EN SIN G TO N , S .W .—O n A pril lOlh. at St. Mary
A bbot’s Church. 1,277 G randsire C a te rs : Meriel 
Hawksley (first quarter on ten) I, R. Mack rill 2. H. 
Belcher 3, B. Lunn 4, W . S. Langdon 5, W . Bailey
6, W . Rawlings 7, A. B. Peck 8. J. Phillips (cond.) 
9 C. W a tts  10.

LECH LA D E, G LO S.—On April 10th. 1.260 Grand­
sirc Doubles : N . Hicks 1, C. M ate 2, A. King 3. G. 
M ilsom 4, P . K irby (cond.) 5, R . H ayden 6. First 
quarter fo r 1, 2 and 6. F irst quarter on bells by a 
local band fo r 20 years. Rung for Easter Evensong.

MAKERS of FINE QUALITY GOODS 
FOR OVER 200 YEARS

For your

Bell Ropes & Church Flags
write to

JO SEPH  B R Y A N T LIM IT E D
95, OLD MARKET ST., BRISTOL 2

Tel. 24026.
Y our enquiries will be welcomed.

ESTABLISHED 1760 The JASPER SNOWDON

JOHN NICOLL
C H U R C H  B E L L  R O P E  A N D  C L O C K  R O P E  M A N U F A C T U R E R

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester,

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

M UFFLERS : :  RIN G IN G  MATS : :  MATTING : :  FLAG LINES : :  ETC. ETC.

SERIES
‘ ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pages; 

31-
‘ GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130 

pages; 3/4 
‘ STEDMAN,’ by J. A. Trollope; 150 

pages; 2/10 
‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ 12th edi­

tion. Letterpress 1954 reprint 3 /-. 
Diagrams 2/6 

‘ TREBLE BOB.’ Out of print, being 
rewritten.

‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10 

All post free on receipt of postal order 
from

M IS S  M . E . S N O W D O N
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

WILLIAM POTTS & SONS, LTD. B A N K FIELD  T E R R A C E . LEEDS. 4 

Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations
A nd 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEW CA STLE-O N -TY N E, 

q  q5 j and 96, Carver Street, SH E FFIE L D , 1

Prim ed for the P roorie ton  by the W ood bridge Press. L td., G uildford, and Published by the Rolla House Publishing C o ., L td ., Breams Buildings, London. I.C .4 .


