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O U R  J O U R N A L  
By The Editor

W HEN the Central Council met at Chester in 1951, 
the old committee of ‘ The Ringing World,’ who 
had skilfully shepherded the journal from private 

ownership into the hands of the Central Council and 
watched over its affairs for nine years, resigned. They 
then saw no alternative but a price increase. A new com
mittee was appointed; they overhauled completely the 
machinery of production; they exercised the most stringent 
economies in which they had the full co-operation of the 
Editor in an endeavour to keep ‘ The Ringing World ’ as 
a fourpenny production. For three years they have held 
the fort nobly. In that period ‘ The Ringing World ’ has 
increased its sales by 600 copies. The sad thing to relate 
is that for the last two years the accounts of ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ have only been balanced by donations and those 
ringers of peals and especially quarter peals who volun
tarily made a levy to enable the publication of their per
formances. Their contributions in aggregate have been 
very substantial and amounted in 1953 to £310 or about 
£70 less than the revenue from Notices. This measure of 
generosity appears to the Editor to have been maintained 
during the current year, although he is not in possession 
of the actual facts of the position.

We feel certain that the present Editorial Committee 
have come with great reluctance to their decision to in
crease the price of ‘ The Ringing World ’ to those readers 
purchasing their copies through newsagents to sixpence. 
The reason is that the only revenue-producing side of 
circulation is postal subscriptions. When the drive was 
embarked upon last March the number of postal sub
scribers was 1,582; this number has been increased to 
1,903. There were great hopes that by the appointment of 
‘ Ringing World ’ representatives by most Guilds and 
Associations a very substantial number of new postal sub
scribers would have been forthcoming. The fact is that 
more than twice the number of our readers prefer to 
deal with the newsagents than as postal subscribers.

Why has a price of sixpence been selected for sales 
through the newsagent while postal subscribers pay only

at the moment £1 2s. 6d. a year? The committee view 
the position strictly from a business point of view and 
say that each type of circulation must produce a reasonable 
profit. The cost of paper and printing each copy of ‘ The 
Ringing World ’ is approximately Hd. With a copy that 
is sold through a newsagent there is in the first place his 
trade commission of one-third; then there is a 10 per cent, 
in most cases to meet the wholesaler’s charges, and finally 
there are the costs of the publishers, Rolls House Publish
ing Company, who since the .inception of this journal have 
acted faithfully in this capacity. Their costs have increased 
in both freight charges and labour. The outcome of this 
is that no contribution is available from this side of our 
circulation. With a sixpenny ‘ Ringing World ’ there will 
be a chance of some revenue being received, but, even so, 
still not equal to that derived from the present postal 
subscriber. After full allowance is made for addressing 
and postage, there is a margin of 2d. a week from each • 
postal subscriber to meet the overhead costs of produc
tion. The committee accordingly came to the decision that 
for the time being this class of subscriber should enjoy 
the same privileges as heretofore, but this may have to be 
altered shortly.

The prosperity of ‘ The Ringing World \  is linked with 
that of the Central Council. While the fees payable by 
affiliated bodies and associations have been increased, they 
are still short of what a national organisation of this 
character should reasonably expect. To accept office for 
the Central Council is not merely honorary; it is expen
sive. While most of the Guilds and Associations make a 
contribution towards the expenses of their representatives 
attending meetings, no such provision appears in the 
accounts of the Council for its officers. The time has come, 
in the Editor’s opinion, when reasonable expenses should 
be paid. The same applies to members of ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ Committee. From Bath, Leicester, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Hampshire and other places they travel to attend to the 
business of the journal without even a train fare being 
paid. No other organisation would treat its executive 
officers in such a fashion. Those who criticise should 
ponder over these things. As to the future, according to- 
the resources at the disposal of the committee, so will 
the standard of the journal be. Editorially, ringers get a  
very cheap journal.
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TWELVE BELL PEALS
W AKEFIELD, YORKSHIRE.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., D ec. 11, 1954, in 3 Hours and  27 M inutes. 

At the C athedral C hurch of A ll Sa ints.
A PEAL OF 5081 GRANDSIRE CINQUES

Tenor 35 cwt. 3 qr.
*R. M argaret Bryce ..T reb le  

W . Eric C ritchley 2
P eter W oodward . .  . .  3 

•F . E ric R oberts . .  . .  4 
•W illiam  H. J ackson . .  5
• F red Bennett .................... 6
Com posed by A rthur K nights.

• First peal on twelve bells.

Leslie Boumphrey . .  
•L eslie F isher  . .  
J ames H. K irby 
G ordon Benfield . .  
W ilfrid  F . M oreton 
J ohn E. K irby

7
8 
9

10
11

Tenor
Conducted by W ilfrid  F. M oreton.

WALSALL. STAFFS 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD. 

On Sat., Dec. 18, 1954, in 3 Hours and  40 M inutes,
A t th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M a tth e w ,

A PEAL OF 5019 STEDMAN CINQUES 
Tenor 26}  cwt. in D.

H o w a r d  H o w e l l .Treble • D o r o t h y  T. G a r d in e r . 7
W il l ia m  D a v ie s . 2 A r t h u r  T. D u t t o n . 8
C h r is t o p h e r  W a lla ter . 3 A lan  G .  F o s t e r . 9
B a rnabas G .  K e y . 4 E r n e s t  S t it c h . 10
St el l a  H u g h e s . 5 F r e d e r ic k  G .  H a n d l ey . 11
S t a n l e y  P r e s t id g e  . . . 6 G e o r g e  D ea n  . .  . . . Tenor

Composed by J o h n  C a r t e r . 
First peal on twelve bells.

Conducted by H oward H ow ell.

TEN BELL PEALS
BRISTOL.

THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
On M on., Dec. 6, 1954, in 3 H ours and  29 M inutes.

A t the Church of St . Stephen-the-M artyr,
A PEAL OF 5039 GRANDSIRE CATERS

Tenor 21 cwt.
A lfred E . Reeves . .  
E nid L. R oberts 
R eginald G. H ooper 
A lbert M. T yler 
F rank H ansford

9
Tenor

A ngela Briggs . .  ..T reb le  
•M ichael T. Sprackling 2 

F rancis C. M ogford . .  3 
Brian G rinter . .  4
F rederick G . Leaker . .  5

Composed and Conducted by A lbert M. T yler.
* First peal on more than six bells.
Rung with the bells half-muffled as a mark of respect to R. Gordon 

Boyd, a member of the Ancient Society of St. Stephen’s Ringers, in
terred at Bristol to-day.

WATFORD, HERTS.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat. Dec. 11, 1954, in 3 Hours and  11 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5003 GRANDSIRE CATERS 
Tenor 24 cwt. 1 qr. 6 lb. in E flat.

W illiam W enban . .  ..T reb le
R ichard G . Bell . .  . .  2

•D . K ay A dkins . .  . .  3
t  K enneth D unstan . .  4
•E rnest H . D urrant . .  5

R eginald- Rowley . .  . .  6 
Christopher W . W oolley 7 
T homas W. Sheppard . .  8 
T homas J. Southam . .  9 
G eoffrey W . Seaman . .  Tenor

Composed by R. F. D eal. Conducted by T homas J. Southam . 
•  First peal of Grandsire Caters, t  First peal on ten bells.

CREWE, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 18, 1954, in  3 Hours and  25 M inutes.
A t C hrist Church ,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL 
Tenor 21 cwt. 2 qr. 26 lb.

• F rederick S. Sutton ..T reb le  
J ohn W. G riffith s  . .  2 

•R obert W. H inde . .  . .  3 
tDENNis H . B. M illward 4 
F . H ector Bennett . .  5 

Composed by C. Kenneth Le w is .

G eorge A. Packer . .  
• I vor R. N icols 

R ichard D. L angford 
A rthur Pritchard . .  
Percy Swindley

6
7
8 
9

Tenor
Conducted by John W. G r iffith s . 

* First peal of Royal, t  First peal of Surprise Royal.
Rung to  mark the birth of a son to Mr. Wilfred Kerr, Crewe branch 

secretary.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
NORBURY (HAZEL GROVE), CHESHIRE. 

THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., D ec. 4, 1954, in 3 Hours,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . T h o m a s ,
PEAL OF 5056 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr. 22 lb.
Joan C ordwell . .  ..T reb le

•G raeme A. H ughes . .  2
A lan A . Potts . .  . .  3
J ames F ernley . ,  . .  4

C. K enneth L ew is  . .  . .  5 
A lan J . Brown . .  6
Peter L aflin .................... 7
J oseph W. W hittaker . .  Tenor

Composed and Conducted by C. K enneth L e w is .
* First peal of Major and first Surprise peal.
A birthday peal for Peter Laflin (65) and Alfred Barnes (86).

ABERAVON, GLAMORGAN.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., D ec. 11, 1954, in  3 Hours and  7 M inutes.
At the Church of  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED TRIPLES
Consisting of 840 Oxford Bob and 4,200 Grandsire, with 72 changes of 
method, in 12 parts. Tenor 16j cwt.
D avid W. Evans . .  Treble | Edmund  M orris . .  . .  5 
Alfred H annington . .  2 *Gwyn I. L ew is . .  . .  6 
T revor R oderick . . . .  3 j A lbert J. P itman . .  . .  7
G eorge D a v i s ..................  4 | W illiam J. P etty . .  . .  Tenor

Composed and Conducted by Albert J. P itman.
* 150th peal.

HORNCHURCH, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat. Dec. 11, 1954, in 3 H ours and  7 M inutes.
At the C hurch of St . A ndrew .

A PEAL OF 5436 GAINSBOROUGH LITTLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 19J cwt.

Arthur C. C haplin . .  Treble j C harles E. W illmington 5 
L ionel S. W oods . . . .  2 | John H. C rampion . .  . .  5
D onald M. Salisbury . .  . 3 T om E a s t ............................. 7
H arry T urner- .................... 4 I F rank V. G a n t ....................Tenor

Composed by D avid W. Beard. Conducted by F rank V. G ant. 
First peal in the method by all the band and for the Association. 
Rung, with the best wishes and congratulations, for the 90th birth

day of John Dale, life member of the Association, and for many years 
tower-keeper at St. Andrew’s.

NORTH BRADLEY. WILTSHIRE.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Dec. 11, 1954, in 2 H ours and 50 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . N icholas.

A PEAL OF 5088 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 13 cwt. in F.

• S .  A r t h u r  R e a d  *. ..T reb le  
tELisA BETH  G r im e  . .  . .  2 
tFRED ERicK  H. Sl a t fo r d  3 

W il l ia m  F. J. C o p e  . .  4 
C o m p o s e d  by T. B. W o r s l e y .

+Laurence H. H itchins 5 
P ercival W. J. H arding 6
E ric N a y l o r ....................  7

t D avid H oare . .  . .  . .T e n o r  
Conducted by E ric N aylor.

• First peal on eight, f  First peal of Kent Major.

EYE. SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On M on., Dec. 13, 1954, in 3 Hours and  20 M inutes.
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  SS. P e t e r  a n d  P a u l ,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 21J cwt. in E flat.

J a m e s  B . M o r l e y  . .  ..T reb le  | H .  W il l ia m  B a r r e t t  . .  5 
N o l a n  G o l d e n  . . . .  2 j A r t h u r  G . B a s o n  . .  . .  6
A l b e r t  G .  H a r r is o n  . .  3 | G e o r g e  S a y e r ................... 7
S t a n l e y  W. C o p l in g  4 i B e r t  G o g l e  ....................... Tenor

Composed and Conducted by N o l a n  G o l d e n .

LEIGH. LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On M on. Dec. 13, 1954. in 3 Hours and  10 M inutes.
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M * r y .

A PEAL OF 5024 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 21 cwt.

• A r t h u r  C o w e n  . .  ..T reb le  H a r o l d  W o r r a ll  5
C h r is t o p h e r  G u d g e o n  . .  2 C e c il  R a d d o n  ................... 6
A lan  P e n d l e b u r y  . .  . .  3 P e t e r  C r o o k , s e n ............... 7

' Sy d n e y  L e a t h e r b a r r o w  4 A l b e r t  G r e e n h a l g h  . .  . .  Tenor 
Composed by S ir  A . P . H e y w o o d . Conducted by P e t e r  C r o o k .
• First peal in the method. First peal in the method on the bells. 
A birthday compliment to the conductor's daughter, Mrs. Payne, now

resident in Canada, and a former ringer in Bolton.
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HERSHAM, SURREY.
THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On W ed., Dec. 15, 1954, in 2 H ours and  58 M inutes.
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor 8 cwt. 2 qr. in G  sharp.

• E unice H iley  . .T re b le  | J ames F. Dodson . .  . .  5
^ M onica E. C ollins . .  2 [ E. J ohn W e l l s ...................  6

J ohn W. E uston . . . .  3 i H erbert Colcombe . .  7
A. Patrick C annon . .  4 1 R oland W. M orant . .  . .  Tenor 

Com posed by F. Bennett. C onducted by A. P atrick C annon.
* First peal, t  First peal on eight bells 1 inside.’ Mr. H. Colcombe 

has now ‘ completed the circle ’ on these bells. The conductor’s 225th 
peal in that capacity.

WILLESDEN, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thurs., Dec. 16, 1954, in  2 H ours and  40 M inutes.
At the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5152 SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR
Comprising 3,520 London and 1,632 Bristol, with 60 changes of method. 

Tenor 9"cwt. 3 qr. 25 lb.
C. Edward L ankester „  Treble Alick C u t l e r ...................  5
T homas J . Lock . . . .  2 ‘ Brian D. T hrelfall . .  6 
B arbara A. M itchell . .  3 J ohn R . M ayne 7
A lfred  J . H ouse 4 R ichard F. B. Speed . .  Tenor

Composed by J . W . Parker. Conducted by R ichard F. B. Speed .
* 150th peal.

BLETCHINGLEY, SURREY.
THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat. Dec. 18, 1954. in 2 Hours and  58 M inutes.
At the C hurch of St . M ary-the-V iroin,

A PEAL OF 5024 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 18 cwt. in E.

E dward G . T albot . .  ..T reb le  } G ordon P. T . Peters . .  5 
J ohn W. E uston . .  . .  2 R oland W. M orant . .  . .  6 
G eorge O lltver . . . .  3 H arold A. M ay . .  . .  7 

•S tewart F. W. K imber 4 A. Patrick C annon . .  . .  Tenor  
Composed by Sir A. P. H eywood. Conducted by A. Patrick C annon.

* First peal of Double Norwich.

RRTFRT F Y  HIT T S T A F F S  
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 18, 1954, in 2 H ours and  51 M inutes,
At t h e  C hupch of St . M ichael,

A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED TRIPLES
Consisting of 840 changes cach of Court, Oxford. Hcreward, St. 
Clement's, Double Grandsire and Double Court, with 359 changes of
method.

A lbert M allen . .  ..T reb le  
•G eoffrey W estw ood  2 

F rederick J ukes . .  3
tC lifford  Skidmore . .  4

Tenor 14 | cwt. 
T homas H em m ing  . .  . .  5 
BernariJ 'L awton . .  . .  6
J ohn Lloyd ................... 7
S tephen  M a lle n  . .  . .T e n o r

Conducted by C lifford  Skidm ore.
* First peal of Spliced Triples, t  400th peal. Annual jjeal for the 

Association.
The above composition and arrangement of methods is as published 

by Mr. John Segar in the ‘ Ringing World ’ of January 9th, 1953, and 
has every lead bobbed except the 350th and 360th, which have H.B.S.

BRIGHOUSE. YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 18, 1954, in 2 Hours and  50 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . M artin,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 14 cwt. 2 qr.

• D avid S. H ollas (13) ..T reb le  
P aul Birkett . .  . .  2
M. V ivien  C opping  ___  3
V ernon Bottomley . .  4 
Composed by J. R. Pritchard.
* First peal.

•E . M artin F ielden . .  5 
J. H enry F ielden . .  . .  6 
R obert E. M oulds . .  7 
Sam Longbottom . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Sam Longbottom.

COALBROOKDALE, SHROPSHIRE.
THE SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., D ec. 18, 1954, in  3 H ours.

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  T h e  H o l y  T r in it y , 
PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES

Groves’ Variation of Parker’s Twelve-part. Tenor 19 cwt. in D.
J oseph  L. Stanier 
Leo Evans 
R obert E vans 
G . L eonard H ew itt

Treble ’ Robert Savage , . .  . .  5
2 H arry E dge . .  6
3 A lfred S. Bayley . .  7
4 B. Leslie  J ones . .  Tenor  

Conducted by Alfred  S. Bayley.
* First peal. Arranged and rung as a compliment to Mr. and Mrs. 

A. S. Bayley on the occasion of their silver wedding on December 21st, 
1954. Also a birthday compliment to the conductor.

EDENHAM, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., D ec. 18, 1954, in 3 H ours and  1 M inute,
At the C hurch of St . M ichael and A ll Angels,

A PEAL OF 5184 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 15 cwt. 3 qr. 25 lb.

R onald C. N oon . .  .'.T reble  | E rnest Brittain . .  . .  5
F rank T a y l o r ................... 2 ‘ M aurice Bennett . .  . .  6
G eo rg e  E . F e irn  . . . .  3 ! Ja ck  B ray  .................... 7
A ubrey D. M ills . . . .  4 [ Stanley E . Bennett . .  Tenor 

Composed by J. W. W ashbrook. Conducted by J ack Bray.
* First peal in the method. A birthday compliment to the tenor 

ringer.
HARWELL, BERKSHIRE.

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
O n Sat., Dec. 18, 1954, in 3 H ours and  3 M inutes.

At the C hurch of St . M atthew ,
A PEAL OF 5056 PUDSEY SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 16 cwt. 1 qr. 26 lb
R onald F. D iserens . .Treble  

‘ A lbert D iserens . . . .  2 
*E. W inifred  K eyes . .  3 
‘ Bryan C. Stirland . .  4
Composed by W. Eric C ritchley.

* First peal in the method.

‘ N orman J. Sm ith  . .  . .  5 
‘ J ohn N . D iserens . .  . .  6 
‘ C yril E . L ewington . .  7 

N oel J . D iserens . .  . .  Tenor  
Conducted by N oel J. D iserens.

ICKLETON CAM BRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

O n Sat., Dec. 18, 1954, in 3 H ours and  3 M inutes.
At  the  C hurch of St . M ary M agdalene,

A PEAL OF 5088 FORDHAM SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 18+ cwt. in F.

H arry L . M artin . .  ..T re b le  j C yril A . H urst . .  . .  5 
W illiam  J . R idgman . .  2 [ C h r is . M . P . Johnson . .  6 
J ohn G . G ipson  . . . .  3 M ansfield  G inn , .  . .  7
T . R eginald D ennis . .  4 I ‘ Peter Bo r d e r ...................Tenor

Composed by J. W. W ashbrook. Conducted by P eter Border.
* 250th peal. The first peal in the method.
Rung for the wedding of Richard J. W. Housden and Rita Plumb, 

which took place at Fordham earlier in the day.

SAWLEY, DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat.. D ec. 18, 1954, in  3 H ours.
A t the C hurch of All  Saints,

A PEAL OF 5008 DOUBLE OXFORD BOB MAJOR
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr.

Sydney J . M erry . .  ..T re b le  H erbert E . T aylor . .  . .  5 
J ack Bailey . .  . : . .  2 ■ R ev . G . G ordon G raham 6 
F rancis R . Low e . .  . .  3 Sidney H . J ones . .  . .  7 
E dward F . G obey . . . .  4 M ark J . Barker . .  . .  Tenor  

Composed by S ir A. P. H eywood. Conducted by J ack Bailey. 
First peal in the method by all the band, for the Association, and on 

the bells.
Rung to celebrate the 20th wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs.

E. F. Gobey, of Ilkeston. Derbyshire.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
N ew  Installations : Repairs : M aintenance

^ ^ y ^ /C L O C K S  * Estimates and Advice Free
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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SWANSCOMBE, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., D ec. 18, 1954, in  3 H ours and  10 M inutes. 
A t t h e  C h u r c h  o f  SS. P e t e r  a n d  P a u l ,

A  PEAL O F 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
WaShbrook’s Variation.
P e t e r  F. B o r e r  . .  ..T reb le
F r e d e r i c k  J .  C ullum  . .  2
H a r r y  S p r i n g a t e  . .  . .  3
C y r i l  S . J a r r e t t  . .  . .  4

T enor 18 cwt. in E. 
G eorge K enward . .  . .  5 
T revor A . Cross . .  . .  6 
G eorge J .  Butcher . .  , ,  7 
Albert E. Beaney . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by G eorge J. Butcher.
Rung half-muffled as a token of deep respect to F . J. Ring, leader 

of the local band and a devoted member of this church.

FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
BELCHAMP ST. PAUL, ESSEX.

THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., D ec. 11, 1954, in 2 H ours and  34 M inutes.

A t the C hurch o f  St . Andrew ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being extents of Cambridge Surprise, Hereward Bob. Double Court, 
Court, Kent Treble Bob, Oxford Treble Bob and Plain Bob.

Tenor 10i cwt.
F elix  H . E r i t h ...................Treble
Arthur G . Button . .  2 
A lfred E . H oneywood . .  3

R oy D uesbury . .  
G eorge N . Orman 
Alan R. A ndrews

4
5

Tenor
C onducted  by A lan R. A nd rew s.

HAMILTON, NEW ZEALAND.
THE ST. PETER’S SOCIETY.

On Sat., D ec. 11, 1954, in  2 H ou and  32 M inutes. V 
A t  t h e  C a th e d ra l  C h u rc h  o f  S t. P e te r ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being 42 extents, 10 different callings.

*Peter R ichards . .  . .T reb le  I *Bruce J enkins . .  . .  3 
D avid M cAdam . . . .  2 | C laude G ifford  . .  . .  4

C olin W ard ...................T enor
Conducted by C olin W ard.

* First peal. First peal of Doubles on the bells. The conductor is the 
first New Zealander to  conduct a peal in New Zealand.

KEMBLE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., D ec. 11, 1954, in  2 H ours and  48 M inutes.
A t  the C hurch of All  Saints,

A  PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 
Seven different extents. Tenor 10 cwt.
J oyce M orse . . . .Treble  

‘ H ugh  F alkner . .  . .  2 
M r s . W . A. G odw in  . .  3

Conducted by W illiam  A. G o d w in .
* First peal of Minor. First peal on the ring of six bells.

• E rn e s t  H .  J e f f e r ie s  . .  4 
R a lp h  E . W . W enban . .  5 
W illia m  A . G o d w in  Tenor

STAUNTON-ON-ARROW, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN G U ILD .

O n Sun., D ec. 12, 1954, in  2 H ours and  25 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. P e te r ,

A PEAL O F 5040 DOUBLES 
Being 10 extents each of Reverse Canterbury and Plain Bob and 22 of 
Grandsire. Tenor 6 j cwt.

L aurence T. M aInwaring 4 
A. Bryan E llsmore . .  5 
L eslie  E vans . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by A. Bryan Ellsmore.
* First peal in three methods. Mr. L. Evans has ‘ completed the 

circle ’ on these bells. Rung to  celebrate the centenary of the bells.

M r s . E . C . C handler ..T reb le
J ohn H ope ....................  2

• J ohn N ewman . .  . .  3

BRISTOL.
THE UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL SOCIETY.

O n Tues., Dec. 14, 1954, in  2 H ours and  39 M inutes.
A t  th e  C hurch of St . M ichael-on-the-M ount W ithout ,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Being 4 extents each of Stedman, Chase, Reverse Canterbury: 6 extents 
each of Clifford’s Pleasure, April D ay ; 8 extents of Plain Bob and 10 
extents of Grandsire. Tenor 14J cwt.
M ichael T . Sprackling . .Treble  
T udor P. Edwards . .  . .  2 
E n id  L. R oberts . .  . .  3

Conducted by D avid  J. M arshall.
* First peal of Doubles. First of Doubles as conductor.

• P a tr ic ia  M . B o u rn  . .  4 
D a v id  J. M a r s h a l l  . .  5 
D a v id  H e ig h to n  . .  . .  Tenor

Being seven different extents. 
• J ames E. Brew er . .  ..T reb le  

Stanley N . Bristow  . .  2 
G eoffrey  J . G ammon . .  3

BISHOP’S HULL, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On W ed., Dec. 15, 1954, in 2 H ours and  46 M inutes.
A t the  C hurch of SS. P eter and P aul,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR
Tenor 13 cwt. approx. 

W illiam  H. T arr . .  . .  4 
G ordon W alford . .  . .  5 
W illiam  G . G igg  . .  . .  Tenor  

Conducted by W illiam  G . G igg .
* First peal. The conductor’s 150th peal. First peal on the bells 

since one recast, the rest tuned and rehung on modern bearings.
HARSTON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.

THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On W ed., D ec. 15, 1954, in  2 H ours and  37 M inutes.

A t the C hurch of A ll Saints,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 

Being seven extents. Tenor 9 j cwt.
•C liv e  A. G ooding . .  ..T reb le  f M ichael W . C arter . .  4 

M arie K. R oberts . .  . .  2 W illiam  J. R idgman . .  5 
E ustace W . Bullman . .  3 C h r is . M . P. J ohnson . .  Tenor 

Conducted by W illiam  J. R idgman.
* First peal, t  First peal ‘ inside.’

C HATIERIS, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., D ec. 18, 1954, in 2 H ours and  55 M inutes,
At  the C hurch of SS. Peter and P aul,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being 1,440 Oxford Treble Bob, 1,440 Kent Treble Bob and 2,160 Plain
Bob.

S. Sh ipp  
*D. K nights 
W. Y oung

.Treble
2
3

G. W alker 
T. A. Bevis 
A. Y arrow

Tenor 11 cwt.
4
5

Tenor
Conducted by T. A. Be v is .

* First peal ‘ inside.’ Rung in honour of the wedding of Mr. J. 
Housden (secretary of the Ely District), which took place on this day.

MARSTON BIGOT, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 18, 1954, in 2 H ours and  37 M inutes,
At the Church of St . L eonard,

A PEAL OF 5040 LONDON SURPRISE M INOR 
Seven extents. Tenor 8 cwt.

t  Laurence E. H itchins 4 
tGEORGE W . M assey . .  5 
■f D avid H oare . .  . .  Tenor

•E unice D . O verend . .T reb le  
F rederick S. Slatford . .  2 
P ercival W . J. H arding 3

Conducted by D avid  H oare.
* First peal of Surprise, f  First peal of London.

ST. BRIDE S MAJOR, GLAMORGAN.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., Dec. 18, 1954, in 2 H ours and  59 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . Bridget,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being 42 six-scores (5 callings). Tenor 11 cwt. in G.
D. W a lfo rd  D a v ie s  . .  . .T reb le  \ M a lg w y n  W illia m s  . .  4 
T hom as E. H id d in s  . . . .  2 j D a v id  W . E v an s  . .  . .  5 
W illia m  T.  P e t ty  . . . .  3 i " C y r i l  A. G e r r i s h  . .  . .  Tenor  

Conducted by W illia m  T . P e t ty .
* First peal. First peal as conductor.

THORINGTON, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Dec. 18, 1954, in  2 H ours and  42 M inutes.
A t  the Church of St . M ary M agdalene,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being extents of Hereward Bob, Double Court, St. Clement's, Court, 
Kent Treble Bob, Oxford Treble Bob and Plain Bob. Tenor 9J cwt.
R oy D u e s b u r y ...................Treble
K e n n e t h  M it c h e l l  . .  . .  2 
J a m e s  G .  S t a n n a r d  . .  3

Conducted by Alan R . A ndrew s.
A birthday compliment to  the ringer of the fourth.

G eorge N. Orman . .  
A rthur G . Button 
A lan R. A ndrews

4
5

Tenor

HANDBELL PEAL
KENSINGTON, W .ll.

THE UNIVERSITIES ASSOCIATION.
On M on., Dec. 20, 1954, in  2 H ours and  15 M inutes,

A t 58, L adbroke G rove,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR

Seven extents. Tenor size 11 in G.
•A lan C ave ....................  1—2 | IM eriel H aw ksley  . .  . .  3—4

W illiam  T. C ook 5— 6
C onducted by W illiam  T. Cook .

• First peal ‘ in hand.’ t  First peal.
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Q U A R T E R  P E A L S
BRISTOL. — At St. Mary Redcliffe on December 15th, 1,259 G rand

sire C aters: M. Hancock .1, F . G. Leaker 2, G. Briggs 3, B. Grinter 4, 
C. F . Mogford 5, R. G. Hooper 6, A. A. Hilliar 7, N. Coombs 8,
E. L. Roberts (cond.) 9, F. Hansford 10. Rung for Confirmation 
service.

DALWOOD, DEVON. — On Dec. 18th, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles: 
A. Hodge 1, C. Manley 2, C. Webb (first quarter as conductor, age 15) 
3, W. Sparks 4, W. Webb 5, E. Snell 6.

EASTBOURNE, SUSSEX. — A t All Saints’ on  Dec. 15th, 1,260 
Grandsire Triples: F. H. Dallaway 1, Mrs. C. R. O’Dwyer (first 
quarter) 2, P. J. Brook 3, H. G. F. Reynolds 4, R. W. Pankhurst 5, 
3. Rollison 6, O. Wood (cond.) 7, J. C. Cole 8.

LYME REGIS, DORSET. — On Dec. 12th, 1,280 Cambridge Surprise 
M a jo r: E. L. Taylor 1, Mrs. C. W. Powell 2, C. W. Powell (cond.) 3,
H. G. Keeley 4, G. H. Whitemore 5, W. H. Poole 6, H. J. Gaylard 
7, G. S. Morris 8. For Evensong.—Also on Dec. 18th, 1,260 Stedman 
Triples: G. S. M orris 1, H. Arscott 2, Mrs. C. W. Powell 3, Canon
C. C. Cox (cond.) 4, H. G. Keeley 5, W. H. Poole 6, H. J. Gaylard
7, C. W. Powell 8. Rung for the 50th anniversary of the conductor’s 
first peal, and after the failure of an attempt for a peal of Cambridge 
Surprise Major.

MADELEY, SHROPSHIRE. — On Dec. 12th, 1,260 Grandsire 
D oubles: G. Evans 1, A. Taylor 2, T. Pritchard 3, T- Wilson 4, D. 
Evans 5, K. Ferrington 6, J. L. Stanier (cond.) 7, T. Millward 8. 
Rung with 4-6-8 covering. First quarter on the new bells by a Sunday 
service band.

NAILSEA, SOMERSET. — On Dec. 10th, 1,260 Doubles (2 six- 
scores each of St. Blaize, Reverse St. Bartholomew and April Day and 
540 Grandsire): Miss N. Osmond 1, L. Derrick (cond.) 2, Mrs. R. 
Quint 3, M. Horseman 4, C. Kortright 5, H. Hardwidge 6. Rung half- 
muffled in memoriam Walter Brake, interred this day.

NORTH STONEHAM, H A N T S.— On Dec. 5th, 720 Plain Bob 
M inor: Ann Vinter 1, C. Humphrey 2, R. Finch 3, J. Knight 4, R. A. 
Reed (cond.) 5, D. C. Jackson 6. First 720 by all except ringers of 4th 
and 5th. Rung on  the Eve of St. Nicolas.—Also on Dec. l lth , 1,260 
Grandsire T rip les: Ann Vinter 1, N. Hayes 2, D. C. Jackson 3, N . S. 
Hayes 4, C. Taylor 5, J. Knight 6, R. A. Reed (cond.) 7, A. E. Smith 8. 
F irst quarter by 1 and 8. Rung in honour of the Festival of St. Nicolas 
and for the visit o f the Rev. L. T. Blackall, a  former curate of North 
Stoneham, and also as a birthday compliment to  Mr. W. T. Tucker 
(vice-captain), who celebrated his 78th birthday the day previous.

PRESTBURY, GLOS. — On Dec. 15th, 1,440 Kent Treble Bob 
M inor: Miss B. Bridgeman 1, C .Rouse (cond.) 2. R. Taylor 3, R. 
Dowdeswell 4, D. Surman 5, M. Clifford 6. Half-muffled in memoriam 
A. E. Taylor, father of R. Taylor. First in the method by all the band.

READING, BERKS. — On Dec. 19th, a t St. M ary’s Church, 1,280 
London Surprise M ajor: Mrs. A. Diserens 1, A. Diserens 2, F. W. 
Lewis 3, B. C. Stirland (first of London ‘ inside ’) 4, C. E. Lewington
5, R. F . Diserens 6, J. N. Diserens 7, N. J. Diserens (cond.) 8.

RYE, SUSSEX.— On Dec. 19th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: Margaret 
Twidale 1, Pat Forster 2, Ruth Carey 3, A. Hicks (first of Triples as 
cond.) 4, D. Jackson 5, R. Hodgson 6, D. Hodgson 7, J. Moore 8. 
First quarter o f Triples for 1, 2, 3 and 8. The first quarter of Triples

• on the bells for 23 years.
SOUTHWARK, S.E.1. — On Dec. 19th, a t the Cathedral, 1,3.11 

Stedman Cinques: S. Dearden 1, J. Chilcott 2, B. K. Lunn 3, M. V. 
Chilcott 4, W. Rawlings 5, A. A. Hughes 6, J. Sansom 7, James 
Phillips 8, J. Bullock 9, R. F . Deal 10, John Philips (cond.) 11, 
A. B. Peck 12.

STOURBRIDGE, WORCS. — At St. Thomas’ Church on Dec. 12th,
I,260 Grandsire Triples: B. Crannage (first on treble) 1, D . J. Midgley 
(age 13, first ‘ inside ’) 2, Jill Tombs 3, F. V. Nicholls 4, R. Cooper 5,
D. H. Watson 6, R. Smith (cond.) 7, P. W. Webb (age 17, fijrst quarter)
8. Rung for Evensong.

GLOUCESTER. — At the Church of St. Mary de Crypt on Dec. 
7th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: H. Newman 1, T. Newman 2, S. Harrison
3, A. Lynall (first of Triples) 4, J. Whiting 5, L. Barry (cond.) 6, W. 
Cox 7, C. Larner 8. Rung on the silver wedding day of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. C. Jones.

TRULL, SOM ERSET.— On Dec. 12th, 1,260 Stedman Doubles: 
L. M. Noad (first in method) 1, L. Beryl Churchill 2, B. G. Vine 3, 
R. G. Perry 4, H. Churchill (cond.) 5, R. E. J . Baker 6.

ROM FORD, ESSEX .— On Dec. 7th, 1,272 Minor (480 Little Bob, 
792 Plain Bob), rung with tenor covering: Mrs. M. M. Osborne 1, 
Mrs. E. M errett 3, Mrs. J. C. Northan 4, J. Merrett 5, J. Barrance 6, 
L. W. Bullock (cond.) 7, J. R. Brice 8. First in two Minor methods by 
all the band. Rung to celebrate the birth of a son to Mr. and Mrs. 
C . Stella, Edgware, Middlesex.

ROMSEY, H A N T S.— At the Abbey on Dec. 8th, 1,260 Grandsire 
Doubles: G. Northway 1, Miss A. Knight (first ‘ inside’) 2, M. 
Northway (cond.) 3, K. Jacobs 4, D. Greenlaw 5, C. T. Drew 6.— 
Also on Dcc. l lth . 1,260 Grandsire Triples: Miss S. Money (first 
quarter) 1, Miss A. Knight (first of Triples) 2, M. Northway 3, M. J. 
Bray (first ‘ inside ’) 4, D. Greenlaw (first of Triples) 5, K. Jacobs 6,
C . T. Drew (cond.) 7. J. Salvi (first of Triples) 8.

GILLETT
A N D

JOHNSTON
LIM ITED

No matter in which corner of the country 
you happen to be, as likely as not you 
will come across C illett & Johnston bells 
or tower clocks. Cillett & Johnston crafts
manship is embodied in an all-embracing 
service —  as much in the preservation 
and restoration of old rings of antiquarian 
interest as in the installation o f new.

B E L L  F O U N D E R S
AND

C L O C K  M A K E R S
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Ancient Bells and Interest
By J. CLARK,

fT lH IS  article has for the most part been com- 
piled from J. C. L. Stahlschmidt’s book 

‘ Surrey Bells and London Bellfounders,’ nowa
days an almost unobtainable work published in 
1884, a copy of which I am fortunate enough 
to  have in my possession.

I shall begin with the pre-Reformation bells, 
of which there are 22 in Surrey, although most 
of them cannot be dated exactly. The single 
bell a t Chaldon is unquestionably the most 
ancient in the county and one of the oldest 
in England. At present it hangs in the south 
porch, where it can be closely studied. The bell 
is shaped somewhat like a flower-pot with 
scarcely any curve around the waist and sound- 
b o w ; it bears the inscription in beautifully- 
formed Gothic letters. ‘ Capana : Beati : Pauli.’ 
The suggestion has been made that it was cast 
in Italy, or at least by an Italian founder. 
Stahlschmidt says: ‘ . it may be certainly 
reckoned as not much later than 1250, and 
from its archaic shape may well be much older.’

The second at Bisley would appear to be the 
second oldest bell in the county, having been 
cast sometime between the years .1307 and 1346, 
when it is thought to  have been presented by 
the great Abbey of Chertsey, which owned much 
property in Surrey prior to the Reformation. 
The inscription in Gothic lettering on this bell 
reads, ‘ Fraternitas : Fecit : Me : Honore : 
Beate : M areie.’

The first and second at Wotton, which from 
their inscriptions would appear to have come 
from the same foundry, belong to the years be
tween 1350 and 1400. The single bell at Chel- 
sham and the fifth at Limpsfield, although this 
latter has been recast, are possibly the work of 
a London founder, William Burford, between 
the years 1371'and 1392. The second at Merst
ham dedicated to  St. Katharine, was cast in 
all probability by his son Richard between 
1392 and 1418.

A WOMAN BELLFOUNDER
The third at Stoke D ’Abernon bears the 

letters ‘ J. O. S.’ These are the initials of 
Johanna Sturdy, one of the few women 
founders, and the wife of Richard Hille (she 
was afterwards the widow of a person by the 
name of Sturdy) who cast the third at East 
Horsley and the bell at Headley; these three 
bells date from about the middle of the 15th 
century.

The fifth at Chertsey bears the inscription. 
*Oro Mente Pia Pro Nobis Virgo Maria,' the 
same as that on the first at Wotton. The bell 
is thought to have come from the Abbey at the 
time of the Dissolution, but this and the bells 
previously mentioned form the only bells in 
the county with inscriptions composed entirely 
of capital letters. The first bells inscribed with 
small letters were the bell a t Seale, the first at 
Clandon, the original third at Chiddingfold. 
vhich  is not now incorporated in the present 
ring, and the third and fourth at Ewhurst. These 
bells all bear dedications to  various saints, 
whilst that at Chiddingfold is inscribed, ‘ S anaa 
Trinitas Ora Pro Nobis ’ ; one wonders to whom 
the Holy Trinity is supposed to pray ! The 
above bells belong to approximately the 
middle of the 16th century. The second at 
Merton and the first at Burstow, dedicated to 
St. Margaret and St. Thomas respectively, be
long to much the same period. The remaining 
pre-Reformation bells are the third and sixth 
at Limpsfield. the fourth at Walton-on-Thames 
and the third at Chobham. with the second at 
Thursley dating from  1450.

ing Inscriptions in Surrey
HASLEMERE

ARMADA BELLS
From the time of the Dissolution until the 

year 1600, there are 13 bells all dated and in
scribed. Beginning with Barnes we have the 
second inscribed, ‘ This Bell Cast By Order Of 
Thomas Smythe,’ The second at Dunsfold has 
a  complete inscription in small letters, th is :— 
multie anie reconet campanai iohan,’ and is 
dated 1583. To the year .1585 belongs the 
fourth at Banstead inscribed, ‘ Robertus mot 
me fecit ’ Robert Mot, who died in 1608, was 
the first owner of the famous Whitechapel 
foundry. Another bell cast by the same man 
and bearing the same inscription is the seventh 
at Chertsey, this is dated 1588. It seems in
credible that men and materials could have 
been spared for the casting of bells in so critical 
a year as that. Dating from  the same year and 
bearing the same inscription we have the second 
at Fetcham. In 1591 Robert M ot cast the third 
at Walton-on-the-Hill, whilst the third at Merst- 
ham, dated 1597, is also his work. The 
Eldridge family are very important as regards 
bells in Surrey, for there are very many exam
ples of their work throughout the county.

Richard Eldridge is the earliest member of 
the family of which we have any record. He 
had foundries a t Reading, Wokingham and 
H orsham ; his earliest work in Surrey is the 
fifth at Capel, inscribed ‘ Omnia habent finem. 
R. E. 1593.’ His almost invariable motto is 
like that to be seen on the fifth at Chipstead, 
and the second and fourth at Chobham, all 
inscribed, ‘ Oure hope is in the lorde. 1595. 
R .E.,’ and at Chobham, ‘ 1597. R .E.’ The 
first at Weybridge is another of Robert M ot’s 
bells, inscribed, ‘ R. M. 1597.’ The last 16th 
century bell in Surrey is the fourth at Cran- 
leigh, inscribed, ‘ Prais God. 1599. A. W..’ 
It seems that Stahlschmidt is unable to ascribe 
the initials to any founder in particular, but 
thinks it cast by ‘ a local founder not improb
ably One casting at Horsham.’ However, with 
the mention of this bell we pass on now to the 
bells of the 17th century.

THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY
I think it simpler to divide the 17th century 

into two parts. Taking the years 1600 to 1650, 
first we have many examples of work by the 
Eldridge family. Richard Eldridge has cast the 
fourth at Capel, .1605; the fourth at Chipstead. 
1607; the second a t Witley, 1604; the first at 
East Molesey, 1608; also the fifth at Seale in 
the same y ear; the fifth at Chobham, where he 
breaks away from his usual motto, and has, 
‘ In trouble an adversitie the lord god heare 
thee. 1610. R. E .’ The last bell cast by him 
before his death in 1623 is the first at Dunsfold.

We have many examples of the work of 
Brian Eldridge the elder, who died in 1640. and 
of his son Brian, who died in 1661. It is 
possible in most cases to distinguish the work 
of the two, because the former spells his name 
Eldredge. The first at Alfold. inscribed 
‘ Gloria Deo In Excelsis. 1631. B. E..’ and 
also the third, inscribed ‘ Brainvs Eldredge Me 
Fecit. 1625,’ are his work, as also are the first 
at Banstead, 1638; the first a t Compton. 1634; 
the second and fourth at Cranleigh. 1638: the 
third at West Horsley, 1621 : the third at Mer
ton, 1621: the second at Mickleham. J624: the 
third at Morden, 1637; and the first at Peter
sham, 1620.

His son's work may be seen at Dunsfold, 
the third, 1649; the first a t East Horsley. 1648; 
and the first a t West Horsley, 1645; whilst a 
full ring of five was cast by him for Lingfield

in 1648, a surprising accomplishment in the 
time of the Civil War. He also cast the first at 
Merrow, 1650; the fifth at Merstham, 1640; and 
the first at the same place, 1657; the sixth at 
Walton-on-Thames, 1651; and the first and third 
at Witley, 1648. A certain William Land cast 
the third at Fetcham, 1613; the first at Barnes, 
1616; and the fifth at Dulwich College Chapel, 
1633 ; the second, third and fourth at Frensham, 
which are the remains of an old ring of five, 
were cast by Ellis Knight in 1627; they bear 
rather quaint old m ottoes: the second, ‘ I as 
second will ring ’ ; the third, ‘ I as third will 
sing ’ ; and the fourth, ‘ I as tenar hvm all 
rovnd.’ There remain only about half a dozen 
bells of this first half of the 17th century which 
I consider not important enough to be worthy 
of notice.

I will now pass on to the second half of the 
17th century, of which period there are 72 bells, 
but space will only permit the mention of the 
most interesting. There are one or two exam
ples of the work of Brian Eldridge the younger 
during this period, notably the second at Chid
dingfold, 1656; the second at Compton, 1660; 
and the sixth at Cranleigh dated the same year; 
also the first at Merstham, 1657; the sixth at 
Walton-on-Thames, 1651; and finally the first 
at Woodmansterne, 1661. Following his death 
in 1661, the ownership of the foundry passed 
into the hands of his brother William, and the 
majority of the bells cast during this period 
bear his name or initials; in a few cases he 
gives his name in Latin, as at Barnes on the 
th ird :—‘ Gvilielmys Eldridge Me Fecit. 1667.’ 
His other work includes the first and second at 
Abinger, 1674; the second, third, fourth and 
sixth at Albury, 1695; the sixth a t Banstead, 
1661 ; the second at Great Bookham, 1675; the 
third, fourth and fifth at Buckland, 1681; the 
fourth at Burstow, 1681; the third, fourth and 
sixth at Charlwood, 1697, 1668 and 1662; and 
at least another 25 spread fairly evenly through
out the county.

COULSDON’S RING
The Hodson family have cast a few bells in 

Surrey. Christopher Hodson cast the ■ second 
at Addington in 1683; whilst John cast the first 
and second at Caterham in 1664: the first and 
second a t Chipstead in .1658; the bell at Farley 
in 1663; and the complete ring at Old Couls- 
don, which are all inscribed, ‘ Iohn Hodson. 
Hodson made me. 1675. Ch Thoms Wood, 
Iasper Wood Chvrchwardens,’ and are reputed 
to be the oldest complete ring in Surrey that 
have never been renovated in any way. These 
bells, I think, are the most important of the 
period, although there are some dozen or more 
which I have not the space to describe.

There is a bell at Pyrford which I think has 
the most amazing inscription of all in Surrey; 
Stahlschmidt docs not date the bell, neither 
does he profess to be able to translate the in
scription . The only word of any meaning, could 
be the first, which to me appears as the Latin 
word ‘ Suas ’ in reverse but beyond that the 
inscription is meaningless. It would be in
teresting to hear if readers have any ideas about 
it. Another rather unlikely suggestion is that 
the founders wished to put on a Greek inscrip
tion. and not having any Greek letters, did the 
nearest thing they could with English letters.

Another peculiarity, chiefly to be found on 
late 17th century bells is the reversing of the 
letters S and N  on numerous bell inscriptions. 
There may have been some particular reason for 
this, but I think it very conceivable that as the 
letters which were to impress the inscription 
into the bell had to be fixed into the cope so 
that they read from -right to left it was very 
easy to make a mistake with the letters N  
and S. and affix them the correct way so that 
they came out in reverse on the bell itself.

However, with this interes;ing question still 
unsolved, I conclude my article on Surrey’* 
ancient bells.



December 31, 1954 THE RINGING WORLD 839

A LD R IN G TO N , SUSSEX.—O n Dcc. 12th, 1,260 
P lain Bob Doubles : Valerie M epham  1, M ary W . 
Brown (cond.) 2, R. D. Brown (first ‘ inside ’) 3. 
Pam ela Law 4, H . W . Brown 5, D. H. Paine 6. A 
15th birthday com plim ent to  the ringer o f the 3rd.

BU RTO N-O N -TREN T, STAFFS.—At St. M odwcn’s 
Church, on Dec. 7th, 1,260 G randsire Doubles : C. G. 
Smith 1. Jill Cochrane 2, J. H. Brittan (cond.) 3, 
T. Prycc 4, A. W . Skelton 5, K. Pulford 6. A wel
come to  the Ven. E. A ldington H unt, who was inducted 
as Vicar on Dec. 1st, and to  Mrs. Hunt.

CLAPHAM  COM M ON, LO N D O N .—At the Rc- 
dem ptorist Church o f O ur Imm aculate Lady of Vic
tories on  Dec. 9th, 1.260 G randsire Doubles : Miss J. 
Pilkington 1, Miss M . Fuller 2, Miss M. Powell 3. 
M. Fuller 4, C. Rew (cond.) 5, T. Farm er 6. Rung on 
the occasion of the Feast of the Im m aculate Concep
tion and for the Crowning of O ur Lady of St. G eorge’s.

CRA D LEY , W O RCS.—O n Dec. 12th. 1,260 T5rand- 
sirc Triples : D. Overton (first quarter) 1, E. Sidaway 
(first ‘ inside*) 2, H. W hite 3, H. W yrc 4, L. R. Hall
5, R. D unn 6, H . Shuck (cond.) 7. W . Lloyd 8. For 
gift Sunday.

D USTO N , N O RTH A N TS.—O n Dec. 15th, 1,260 
G randsire Doubles : Miss D. Miller (first quarter) 1, 
Miss G. Ashby 2. W . A. Gammage 3. W . R. H am 
mons (cond.) 4, G . F . R oom e 5, T . Jennings 6. Rung 
in honour of the visit o f H .R .H . the D uke of Edin
burgh to  British Tim ken, L td., D uston.

ED G W A R E, M ID D LX .—O n Dec. 8th. 1.320 Bourne 
Surprise M inor : Mrs. C. C. M ayne 1, C . C. Maync
2, D. J. L. W ard  3. J. R . Mayne 4, R . G . Ouston 5.
H . E. C layton (cond.) 6. First in the m ethod by all. 

G R EA T G R A N SD E N , H U N TS.—O n Dcc. 12th.
I.440 Ipswich Surprise M in o r: J. R . G. Spicer 1. F. 
W arrington 2. G . D. W hitehead 3, M. J. Dyer 4,
F. L. N icholls 5, H. S. Peacock (cond.) 6. For m orn
ing service.

H A R LO W  COM M ON, ESSEX.—O n Dec. 12th, 1,280 
K ent Treble Bob M a jo r: R . H . Young 1, A. H. 
W arboys 2, Miss I. C oates 3, Miss A. Bailey 4. F. W . 
W hitby  5, V. T ipton 6, W . W heeler 7, E. Rochester 
(first in m ethod as cond.) 8. F or evening service.

QUARTER PEALS
H U N TO N , K EN T.—On Dcc. 18th, 1,440 Treble Bob 

M inor, being 720 Kent and 720 Oxford : W . R. 
M anser 1, I. A. C. Butcher 2, K. S. Holh 3, L. J. 
Honcss 4, G. Fry (first in method as cond.) 5, J. W . 
M eade 6.

K IN G SBU RY , N .W .—On Dcc. 12th. 1,260 G rand
sire Doubles : J. Voss 1, M. I. H. King 2, J. C. 
Taylor (cond.) 3, G . M. Ellis 4. D. Sanders 5, Miss
B. F. M artin 6. P. F. Flint 7, M. D. Cham berlain
8. R ung with 6, 7. 8 covering. First quarter by 1,
4. 5, 6 and 7. Average age 17.

LA N GH A M , RU TLA N D .—On Dec. 14th, 1,260 
Plain Bob M inor : A. E. H ubbard 1, Mrs. P. A. 
G orby 2, R. J. H ubbard 3, F. J. Stimson 4. M. D. 
S taniforth 5, J. F. H ubbard (cond.) 6. Rung for 
Confirm ation service, and also as a  golden wedding 
com plim ent to  Mr. and Mrs. F . Cousins.

O X FO RD .—A t St. G iles’ Church, on Dcc. 19th.
1.260 G rardsire  T rip les : Miss S. A. Pursey (first quar
ter) 1, P. W alker 2, J. H. G ardner 3, J. R. Chaundy
4. D. O. W ilks 5, D. H. N iblett 6, A. H . G earing 
(first quarter as  cond.) 7, L. F. Pullen 8. F or Even
song.

PORTSM O UTH, HAN TS.—O n Dec. 9th. 1.20 Sted
man Doubles : M. Parker (first of Stcdm an) I, S. K. M. 
K night 2. R . H . R . P arker 3, F . W . Burnett 4. R. 
Baldwin (first ofi Stedm an as cond.) 5, F . G. Edwards
6. F irst o f Stedm an D oubles by 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6, 
and on the bells.

Q UED G ELEY , G L O S.--O n Dec. 15th. 1,260 G rand
sire Doubles : P. Hurcom be (first quarter) 1, F . E. T. 
T ranter 2. S. J. Pugh 3, C. W ixey, jun. (first ‘ inside ’)
4. F . G. G orby (cond.) 5, J. C obb (first quarter) 6.

R E A D IN G , BERK S.—At St. Lawrence’s Church, on 
Dcc. 12th. 1,584 Cambridge Surprise Maximus : Mrs.
A. Diserens 1, R . F . Diserens 2, A. D iscrens 3, Mrs. 
P. Lewington 4, G . K. D odd 5, J. N. D iserens 6,
F. W . Lewis 7, R. G. Burton 8. R. W . Rex 9, C. E. 
Lewington 10, W . H ibbert 11, N . J. D iserens (cond.) 
12. F irst o f Surprise Maximus for 2, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 10.

SA N D H U RST, BERKS.—O n Dec. 19th, 1,272 K ent 
Treble Bob M inor : W . J. Paioe (cond.) 1, J. W ight- 
m an 2, Miss S. Revell 3, W . Collins 4, L. W . Paice
5, W . J. Parker 6.

SIBSEY, LIN CS.—On Dec. 2nd, 1,264 Bob M ajor : 
Agnes Elmet 1, W . Elmet 2, H. Johnson 3, T . Cum
mins 4, W . W ilkinson 5, J. R . Young 6, D . Smith 7,
A. E. Flatters (cond.) 8. F irst quarter by 1, 2 and 7. 

TIC EH U R ST, SUSSEX.—O n Dec. 14th, 1,260 Stcd
m an D oub les: W . A. Kitchenside 1, B. V. Collisqn
2. S. G. Ponting 3, C. A. Bassett 4, E. J. Ladd (cond.)
5, P. N. Bond 6. F irst quarter in m ethod by all the 
band except ringer of tenor. T hird anniversary o f 
V icar’s induction.

TITCH M A RSH , N O RTH A N TS.—O n Dec. 16th, 1.264 
Plain Bob M ajo r: G. E. W atson 1. R . F. R oe 2,
G. W . Jeffs 3, C. H. H arding 4. B. S. Cope 5. C. 
Clarke ffirst o f M ajor) 6, P. I. Chapm an (cond.) 7,
H. Parkes 8.

TO TTERN H O E, BEDS.—O n Dec. 19th, 1,264 Plain 
Bob M ajor : Mrs. J. Newman 1, Miss J. G ladm an 2, 
J. G. Newman 3, D. M. K nox 4, R. J. Scott 5, 
K. L. Brown 6, D. Broyd 7. J. W . Sinfield (cond.) 8. 
Rung as a  farewell com plim ent to  Mr. K. L . Browo, 
who is leaving the district' fo r Lowestoft.

W A R K TO N , N O R  THANTS.—O n Dec. 16th, 1,260 
Grandsire, Doubles : Doris M. Barker (first quarter) 1, 
M ary Arkinstall 2, G . G eary (first quarter * in s id e ’> 3,
B. P. Morris (cond.) 4, L. G . Toseland 5.

W ESTO N  FAV ELL, N O RTH A N TS.—O n Dec. l l th ,
I.260 Doubles (360 Plain Bob, 900 G randsire): W . A. 
G amm age 1. Miss G . Ashby 2, F . Rollings 3, Miss 
J. Hill 4. G. F. Room e (cond.) 5. F or the wedding 
o f  Miss J. D. Bceby and Mr. K. R. Bates. A lso on 
Dec. 13th. 1,260 G randsirc D oubles: F . Rollings 1, 
Miss G. Ashby 2, Miss J . Hill 3, W . A. G amm age 4,
G . F. Room e (cond.) 5. Rung half-muffled in 
memoriam Mrs. M. Lyon (sister o f  the tower captain).

W EST W IC K H A M , K EN T.—O n Dec. 19th. 1,320 
Surprise M inor (720 London and 600 C am bridge): 
J. E. Cannell 1, Mary* Fuller 2, L. W . G. Skinner 3, 
M. Fuller 4, A. S. R ichards (cond.) 5, R . Bird 6.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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MR. JAMES BENNETT’S 
1,200th PEAL

A Peal in Every County in 
England

Mr. James Bennett, o f Grundisburgh, 
rang his 1,200th peal on December 4th. 
* My peal centuries,’ he writes, ‘ do not 
roll along as quickly as in the past, as 
i t  has taken nearly five years to reach 
the last 100.’

Doubles.—In five methods 1.
M inor.—All numbers from  one to 

seven methods 44.
Triples.—In 7 different methods 180.
Major.—In 36 different methods (ex

cluding methods used for splicing) 671. 
Spliced: Double Norwich and Plain Bob 
1, Kent and Oxford Treble Bob 3. 
Surprise: All numbers from three to 
twelve methods 35. Total M ajor 710.

Caters.—In three different methods 59. 
Spliced: Erin, Stedman and Grandsire 1. 
Total Caters 60.

Royal.—In ten different methods 74. 
Spliced: Yorkshire, Pudsey and Cam
bridge Surprise 1. Total Royal 75.

Cinques.—Grandsire 1, Erin 1, Sted
man 73. Total Cinques 75.

Maximus.—Plain Bob 1, Kent Treble 
Bob 4. Surprise: Cambridge 44. Super
lative 3, Yorkshire 1. Spliced: Superla
tive & Cambridge 2. Total Maximus 55.

Grand total.—1,200 (conducted 106).
In  addition to the above five others 

were rung but had to be withdrawn, four 
o f which were false.

Rung with 1,136 ringers, for 33 As
sociations affiliated to the Central Coun
cil, in 47 counties in England, Wales and 
Ireland, in 336 towers 25 of which ‘ the 
circle has been completed.’

Included in the above a re :—•
M ajor.—The first peals in eight new 

methods. The first in 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11 and 12 of Spliced Surprise.

Caters.—The first of Spliced in three 
methods.

Royal.—One new method and the first 
of Spliced Surprise in three methods.

Maximus.—The first two peals of 
Spliced (two methods) ever rung. The 
longest peal on .12 bells, viz., 15,312 
Cambridge Surprise

Also includes a peal in every county 
in England, a peal on eight bells and 
upwards on every one of the 366 dates 
of the calendar, both completed during 
1936. The first peal ever rung by an 
Army and Navy band, viz.. Bob Major, 
January 1st, 1914. The first peals on the 
twelves of Canterbury Cathedral and 
Buckfast Abbey. A 12-bell peal in 50 
different towers. One hundred or more 
with the following:—G. R. Pye 460, 
William Pye 321, C. T. Coles 300, H. 
E. Audsley 274, J. H. Cheesman 210, 
A. W. Coles 132, E. P. Duffield 124, C. 
W. Roberts 123, I. G. Shade 117. Edwin 
Barnett sen. 114, E. J. Butler 107, F . J. 
Cullum 106.

Ely Diocesan Association
The District meeting of the Hunts 

Branch took place at All Saints’, St. 
Ives, on December 11th. The Guild 
service was conducted by Canon B. F . 
Sheppard, M.A., Rector of Somersham.

The business meeting was in All 
Saints’ (St. Ives) belfry, Mr. F. W arring
ton presiding. For the February meet
ing it was hoped to obtain both Heming- 
fo rd  Grey and Abbots, and it was left 
to Mr. W arrington to see the Vicar of 
Hemingford Grey, where some doubt 
exists about the bells being in good 
going order. F. W.

ASSOCIATION

An. Soc. College Y ths 
B ath  and  W ells D io. ...
B edfordshire  ......
Cam bridge U niv. Gld. 
C oventry Dio- Guild...
C heste r D iocesan ......
C leveland & N. Yorks 
C um bl’d & N. W est’d
D erby  A sso c ia tio n ......
D evonshire ..................
D udley and  D is tric t... 
D urham  & Newcastle 
E- D erby and  N o tts  
E a s t G rin s tead  G uild
E ly  D iocesan  ..............
E ssex  A ssociation ......
G louceste r & B risto l... 
G u ild ford  D iocesan 
H ereford D iocesan ...
H ertfo rd  C o u n ty ..........
I r ish  A ssociation ......
K ent C o u n ty ..................
L ad ies G uild ..............
L ancash ire  Assoc.........
L e ice s te r Dio. G uild  .
L incoln  Dio. G uild .....
Llandaff & M onm outh 
London C ounty Assn.
M iddlesex C ounty ......
M idland C ounties ......
N orth  Staffs Assn ......
N o rth  W ales A s s n .....
N orw ich D iocesan ......
Oxford Dio. G u i ld ......
Oxford Society ..........
Oxford U niversity  Soc. 
Peterborough Dio- ... 
S t. D av id’s Dio. G uild
S t. M artin ’s G u ild ......
Salisbury  G uild .... 
S co ttish  A ssociation...
Shropshire  Assoc.......
Soc. R. Cum. Y o u th s  
Southw ell Dio. G uild  
Stafford A rchdeaconry
Suffolk G uild  ..............
S u rrey  A ssociation • 
Sussex A ssociation ... 
Sw ansea and  B recon ..
T ru ro  Diocesan ..........
U niversities  Assoc. ... 
W in. and  P o rtsm o u th  
W orcester & D is tric ts  
Y orksh ire  Assoc .. 
U n a tta ch e d  ............

Analysis of Peals rung on 1

Compiled by the Com m ittee appointed
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One each o f the following Surprise M ajor methods.—St. M artin’s G uild : Ashton-under-Lyne, Crewe, Staff 
ciation : Banstead, Cheshunt, Eastbury, Ickleton, K endal, K nebw orth, Leatherhead, N easden. Peterborough. H 
c ia tio n : Biddenden. D erbyshire A ssociation : Chesterfield. Bedfordshire A ssociation : H itchin. Sussex Assc 
Guild : Shalford. Peterborough D iocesan G u ild  : W icken. Essex Association : York.

One each o f  the following D elight M ajor m ethods.—H ereford D iocesan Guild : Eardisland. Norwich Die 
Other M ajor methods, one each o f  the following.—Chester D iocesan G uild : Bebington Im perial, Liscard InU 

Bob. Norwich D iocesan Association : H ingham  Im perial, Sedbergh Court. Surrey A ssociation : Single NorwiC 
Spliced T rip le s : 8, 6, 4 and  2 methods— W orcester and  Districts Association.
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trowbridge. Leicester Dioccsan Guild : Aylestone, Irchester, Loughborough, Premier. Middlesex County Asso- 
Association : Langley, Southgate, Verulam. Durham and Newcastle Association : Whitminster. Yorkshire Asso- 

Imberhorne. Southwell Association: Kirklington. Oxford Diocesaa G u ild : Oxfordshire. Guildford Diocesan

•ociation : Loddon, Shouldham. Irish Association: Wath.
topas Imperial, Poulton Imperial. St. Valentine Imperial, Westminster Imperial, Chalmondeley Bob, ChrisUeton 
County Association : Victoria Little Court.

WINCHESTER & 
PORTSMOUTH GUILD

Over 50 ringers attended the annual 
meeting of the Christchurch District held 
a t Christchurch on December 11th, and 
the company sitting down to tea a t the 
Priory Cafe included the Vicar of Christ
church (the Rev. R. P. Price), Mr. 
George Pullinger (Master of the Guild) 
and Mrs. Pullinger, M r. A. F . M artin 
Stewart Mr. George Preston, M r. J. 
A . C. King (hon. secretary, Winchester 
District) and Mr. Ivan Davies (hon. sec
retary, Wimborne Branch, Salisbury 
Diocesan Guild).

M r. David Reed presided over th e  
meeting, at which the hon. secretary was 
happy to report steady progress in all 
departments during 1954. Meetings, in
cluding a joint one with the Salisbury 
Guild, had been well attended. There 
was an increase in ringing members and 
in the credit balance, and the annual 
George Williams Commemoration Din
ner, held in May, was a most enjoyable 
function.

The members stood in silence as a  
tribute to  the memory of Mr. Frederick 
W. Townsend, Ringing Master of the 
neighbouring Branch of the Salisbury 
Guild, and of St. James’, Poole.

Unfortunately the District will soon 
lose the services of Mr. David Reed 
(chairman), who is to  take up residence 
in the Isle of Wight. The District’s 
grateful thanks are due to  Mr. Reed for 
his enthusiastic and valuable services as 
a  member and officer of the Branch.

Officers for .1954 were elected as fol
lows Chairman, Mr. J. E. Daniels; 
hon. secretary and treasurer, Mr. A. V. 
Davis; Ringing Masters, Messrs. W. E. 
Cheater and R. M arlow ; hon. auditor, 
Mr. R. H urst; representative, Mrs. F . 
J .  Marshallsay.

Unanimous votes of thanks were 
passed to the Vicar of Christchurch, to  
the preacher and the organist. Con
gratulations were offered to Mr. George 
Preston in anticipation of his 85th birth
day on December 18th. Mr. George 
Pullinger said that Mr. Preston is the 
oldest practising member of the Guild.

It was decided to hold the George 
Williams Commemoration Dinner on 
May 7th, and quarterly meetings were 
arranged for March 19th, June 18th and 
September 17th, 1955. Further ringing 
on the Priory bells continued until 9 
p.m. A. V. D.

Launton Ringers On Television
Launton (Oxfordshire) ringers ap

peared in a television newsreel on 
December 13th in a programme of carols.

The picture opened with three views 
o f  St. Mary’s Church, Launton. These 
were followed by a switch to  the in
terior showing the Rector and ringers 
walking in procession from the chancel 
to take up their positions in the nave 
in front of the chancel screen. Here 
they played ‘ Once in Royal David’s 
C ity ’ and ‘ It Came Upon a Midnight 
Clear.’

The ringers, who are all choristers at 
the church, were robed for the record
ing. They were Mr. F. Sharpe, Mr. S. 
Holtam, the Misses Stephanie Gilpin, 
Susan Clarke, Elizabeth Sharpe and 
Patricia Ayris.

Three octaves of handbells were used 
and the carols were played in four-part 
harmony. The bells were part of Mr. 
Frederick Sharpe’s collection and in
cluded specimens from the 17th century 
to the present day.
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‘ THE RINGING WORLD’
The Official Journal of the Central 

Council of Church Bell Ringers

E d it o r ia l  O f f ic e  : c /o  Woodbridge Press, 
Ltd., Guildford, Surrey.

Su b s c r ip t io n  R a t e s  : One year, £1 2s. 6 d .; 
six months, 11s. 8d.; three months, 6s. Send 
remittances to Mr. J. E. Jeater, Greystones, 
Cusgarne, Truro, Cornwall.

Central Council o f  Church Bell Ringers.

H o n . S e c r et a r y  a n d  T r e a s u r e r  : E. A . 
B a r n e t t , 26, Iron Mill Lane, Crayford, 
Kent. Telephone: Bexleyheath 8689.

E d it o r ia l  C o m m i t t e e :
J. F ra n k  S m a l l w o o d  (convener), 122, Lee 

Road, Blackheath, London, S .E .3 .
F ran k  X. H a ir s .
J o s e p h  T. D y k e .
H a r o l d  J .  P o o l e .
R. S . A n d e r s o n .

E d i t o r : T .  W . W h i t e .

Mr. T. Reginald Dennis, now 71 years of 
age, tried something new on December 18th 
with a peal of Fordham Surprise Major at 
Ickleton. This is the first time this method has 
been rung to a peal.

We welcome to  our columns 
the peal of Grandsire Doubles 
rung at Hamilton Cathedral,
New Zealand, which is the second peal to be 
rung by the St. Peter’s Society, Hamilton. It 
was conducted by New Zealand bom  M r. Colin 
Ward, who is the first native of that Dominion 
to call a peal in his own country.

Wadhurst bells were dedicated at morning 
service on December 19th. An application has 
been made for a faculty for two new treble bells.

M t. T. H. Francis was the umpire for the 
handbell peal rung at St. Martin-in-the-Fields 
on November 29th for the Society of Royal 
Cumberland Youths.

Accrington Parish Church has now eight 
subscribers to ‘ The Ringing W orld.’ They 
would be interested to  hear of a  tower that 
beats their record.

Although during the course of the recent 
peal at Eye by ringers from over the border 
there was evidence of bearings running dry, 
thre was no lack of ‘ lubrication ’ of another 
sort at the home of M r. and Mrs. Claude Rush.

Errata.—The peal of Minoi in seven methods 
rung a t Stoke Bishop, Bristol, on November 
13th, consisted of extents in the following 
m ethods:—Double Bob, Hereward Bob, Double 
Court, Single Court, Double Oxford Bob, Plain 
Bob and Single Oxford Bob. (See page 804.)

Mr. R. Claude Gifford, Ringing Master of 
Hamilton Cathedral, New Zealand, in sending 
seasonal greetings to English ringers, wants es
pecially to be remembered to the Bristol Rural 
Branch of the Gloucester and Bristol Guild, 
of which he was secretary for some
11 years. He and his wife recall many happy 
hours spent with the Branch and tower mem
bers of Coalpit Heath and Westerleigh. His 
greetings are heartily endorsed by other mem
bers of the Cathedral band

BELFRY GOSSIP
Mr. W. J. Robinson, who- 

since 1926 has been a stalwart 
at Holy Trinity Cathedral. 

Guildford, is leaving in the New Year to live 
near Biggleswade, Bedfordshire. In apprecia
tion of his good services to the tower and com
radeship he was presented with a wallet a t the 
tower's annual supper on December 20th. The 
tower captain, M r. F. A. Munday, made the 
presentation, and tributes to Mr. Robinson’s 
ability and helpfulness were paid by Mr. A.
H. Pulling and Mr. R. H. Hutton. His de
parture will be a great loss to the tower and the 
district.

Mr. Roger B. Morris informs us that the pea) 
of Doubles at Rampton, Cambs, on December 
1st was not his first in the method.

The bells of Tetbury Parish Church, Glos, 
(tenor 16J cwt.) will be broadcast in the West 
Home Service on January 2nd.

Throughout the year many readers have in
formed us that the issues for April 9th and 
April 16th bore duplicate numbers, 2,245. T o  
rectify the position the number 2,283 has been 
omitted and we start 1955 with number 2,284.

His many friends in Essex will be pleased to 
know that Mr. John Dale has reached the grand 

■old age of 90. Apart from difficulty in getting 
about Joljn is hale and hearty and retains a 
lively interest in the Exercise. The peal of 
Gainsborough Little Bob M ajor at Hornchurch 
on December 11th, in honour of his 
birthday, was one of unusual length 
and can be a leson to conductor and 
composer. To the former—check the number 
of changes, and to the latter—the danger of • 
ambiguous instructions. A peal of 5,004 
changes turned out to  be 5,436 changes, so John 
got good value on a very auspicious occasion. 
One is almost tempted to  claim ‘ the longest 
length in the method.’ W hat about it, Records 
Committee?

THE W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL F O U N D R Y

ESTABLISHED
1570

Mears & Stainbank
at

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E.l
Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

FOUNDERS OF THE NEW RING OF TWELVE FOR LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL
Tenor 82 cwt.

HANDBELLS BELL ROPES MUFFLES 
Etc.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
MR. FRED G. MAY

Dear Sir,—It was with considerable pleasuit 
that I discovered the other day a man who, in 
the earlier years of this century, had been a 
leading ringer in the West Country.

Mr. Fred G. May was born near Cirencester 
in 1871 and was there taught to handle a bell 
by Mr. C. Bond. He was then 24, and his 
great aptitude is evident when, four years later, 
in 1898, he became Master of the Gloucester 
and Bristol Diocesan Association. A Cumber
land Youth and member of numerous Guilds, 
he was on the Central Council from 1900 to 
1909.

Noted as a composer and especially as a 
conductor, his peal total stands at more than 
660 many being rung in his home tower of St. 
Nicholas’, Bristol; amongst others were the 
first of Cambridge, and Gloucester, Surprise 
M ajor, also first of Forward Royal.

His last peal was at Stroud, Glos, in August, 
1919, when he conducted his own composition 
of Grandsire Caters. In 1925 he came to a 
warmer climate for his health, and for a while 
captained and taught a t St. Mary’s, Woodstock, 
but the travelling nature of his work precluded 
any peal attempts.

To-day he is quite well, living in quiet retire
ment near Cape Town. If this should catch the 
eye of any friends who wish to write to him 
they could do so care of, Yours sincerely,

A. V. SHEPPARD.
P.O. Box 1073, Cape Town.

IDENTITY OF SURPRISE METHODS
Dear Sir,—From  the list of Surprise Major 

methods given by Mr. Blagrove I can help in a 
very small way with supplying the names of 
Nos. 12 and 22—Essex (No. 12) and Clacton 
(No. 22).

The notation of No. 5 is Beaconsfield, and ol 
No. 17 Guildford but both these have 2nds 
place lead ends, so cannot qualify, as Mr. Bla
grove’s are all 8ths place lead ends.

As my collection of these methods is only 
small, the above information is probably of 
little use, but I give it for what it is worth.— 
Yours sincerely,

J . H. BRETT.
Sible Hedingham.

FIG H T FOR OUR CRAFT
Dear Sir, — My old friend, Mr. Ernest J. 

Rowe, takes a very alarming attitude over 
what might happen over the Bob Major extent/ 
attempt, which ended in such a glorious failure 
a t Loughborough. Instead of being an alarmist,
I feel some good will come out of this peal 
attempt, for never in my lifetime do I remem
ber bell-ringing gaining such publicity. I am 
optimist enough to  think we shall get inquiries 
at our churches about this bell-ringing, which 
should mean recruits to  take up the art.

The criticism Mr. Rowe fears should be met. 
The fault here lies with the ringers—yes! and 
with the bell founders as well and the crafts
men who help to make materials into bells and 
frames, etc. Both sections allow all sorts of 
unkind and ignorant criticisms to go unchal
lenged and unanswered; we just ‘ lie down ’ 
and ' take it.’

Ringers should take up the fight on behalf 
of the art of change ringing, and most certainly 
the founders should join in the fray to preserve 
their ancient art of bell founding which is their 
living.

I can hear some of my friends saying to me,
‘ Why don’t you have a fight?’ I have several 
times in the local Press here in North London, 
when nasty letters have appeared about bell- 
ringing.—Yours faithfully,

R. NEWMAN.
Holloway, N.7.

REPLY TO MR. FELSTEAD
5>ear Sir,—With regard to Mr. Felstead’s 

letter of December 10th, I must protest against 
his remark that Mr. Butler is ‘ trying to be 
funny.’ Unlike the Methods Committee, who 
are concerned only with the ‘ purity ’ of 
methods, Mr. Butler, on behalf of Sunday 
service ringers in his area, is protesting against 
the stupid rules introduced by the Methods 
Committee.

It has been explained before to Mr. Felstead 
that there is no comparison between the laws 
of the land and the laws of the Central Council. 
The laws of the land are made for the good 
of the majority and are generally justified by 
the Ten Commandments, although they do 
occasionally bring hardship to a small minority. 
But the rules of the Central Council only, do 
harm for the majority and satisfy the personal 
whims of a very small minority. What good 
has it done to ban Plain Bob Triples and 
‘ irregu lar’ Minor from .the  analysis? Try to 
get the Central Council rules ratified by the 
Guilds, Societies and Associations and you will 
soon see that the majority do not object to 
Plain Bob Triples and ' irregular ’ Minor being 
included in tha analysis.

Football is a competitive sport, played for 
gain, and as such needs regulations. Peal ring
ing should be a duty to the Church and as 
such docs not need regulations (concerning 
method construction).

Then he makes an amusing accusation, ‘ re
bellion ’ against the Methods Committee. There 
can be no doubt that when the Doubles Col
lection is published, a motion will be put to 
the Central Council by the Methods Committee 
(directly or indirectly) that ‘ peals containing 
methods not in the collection be excluded from 
the peals analysis.’ I therefore appeal to all 
Doubles ringers to stand firm against the 
Methods Committee, by getting their associa
tions to instruct their representatives^) to vote 
against such a motion. Perhaps Mr. Felstead 
could tell us how to rebel against any com
mittee, let alone that infallible collection of 
purists, the Methods Committee.

He then says that the Methods Committee 
persuaded (by way of a  compromise) the Cen
tral Council to  relax certain rules for Doubles 
ringers. Where was the persuasion? It only 
needs a speech from the Methods Committee, 
a direction ‘ D on’t waste time over this,’ and 
like a  lot o f sheep the Central Council say, 
‘ Yes.’ Where was the compromise? Doubles 
ringers were not consulted. Those relaxations 
were the wishes o f the Methods Committee, 
none of whom are five-bell ringers.

He then says that I helped in getting to
gether the collection of 97 ‘ true ’ methods. 
When I found out what rules the Methods 
Committee were using, I worked out that there 
were 100 methods conforming to these rules 
and sent them to Mr. C. K. Lewis to  check. 
He replied that (in his quest for purity) ‘ he 
could not accept 19 of them.’ I wrote back 
protesting that his exclusion of these methods 
was as illogical as the exclusion of Double Bob 
Minor and the inclusion of Plain Bob Minor 
because Double Bob Minor has its lead ends in 
a different order to Plain Bob Minor. He was, 
in fact, interpreting the rules to suit his own 
wishes. I received no reply.

In fact, we rang the peal a t Stanwell under 
the impression that ten of the methods we rang 
would not be included in the collection, and it 
was not until after the peal that I found out 
that Mr. Lewis had changed his mind about 
them. Even now they are excluding three 
methods because they cannot find a bob to 
suit their puritanical ideas. Will these methods 
be included? Will all other methods be 
banned? Or will the few try to dictate only 
97, ‘ which (quoting M r. Felstead) is quite a  
good number when there are only five bells to 
play about with,’ but which (quoting Sunday 
service ringers) ‘ is not enough. "

Finally, may I be allowed to enlarge on M r. 
Speed’s remarks on Treble Bob Major? He 
says that it is impossible to get a T.B.8 method 
with ' natural ’ coursing order in 7-8 and n o  
adjacent places. The same is true on 10 and 
12, and also, I believe, for Little T.B. In fact,, 
there are only 343 T.B. Major with P.B. cours
ing order in 7-8 and triple and quadruple 
changes only. There are, in fact, only eight 
different works above the treble, all of which 
are * place ’ variations on Kent, either K ent 
Places moved and/or seconds at the lead end. 
—Yours sincerely,

F. T. BLAGROVE.
W. Bedfont, Stanwell, near Staines.

ALL SAINTS’ DOUBLES
Dear Sir,—Mr. Cavill is quite right—AH 

Saints’ Doubles is not one of the methods 
which will appear in the Doubles book. The 
reason is not far to seek—the method is simply 
Reverse Canterbury Pleasure using a Grandsire 
single at the lead end, whilst the bob lead is 
a plain lead of Reverse Canterbury. We have 
excluded all this type of method in the book. 
The sort of thing that can happen if you don’t  
draw the line in the way we are suggesting is 
shown by the fact that Bcsthorpe. Old Doubles, 
Norfolk, Hudibras, April Day, Ready Money, 
Ludham and Kennington all have the same 
plain course, viz., Plain Bob (!) and their 
difference consists in the variation of bob.

I was interested to see that the peal at South 
Wigston on November 27th was claimed as the 
100th on the bells. 1 make it the 103rd. Per
haps there have been some false ones rung of 
which I am not aware, and so I should be grate
ful if Mr. Warwick (or someone more directly 
interested, perhaps) would check up with me at 
St. Michael’s  Vicarage, Southampton.—Youra 
sincerely,

K. W. H. FELSTEAD*.
Southampton.

AN EXAMPLE TO THE CLERGY
Dear Sir,—When recently attending the prac

tice night at Brighouse Parish Church I was 
agreeably surprised to see that the Vicar and 
two of his curates are learning bellringing. The 
Vicar and one curate are in the rounds stage, 
whereas the other curate can ring Grandsire, 
both on the tower bells and ‘ in hand.’ Brig
house is one of the most important and popu
lous parishes in the Wakefield Diocese, and the 
clergy are, without doubt, kept fully occupied.

One of the local ringers told me that m uch 
of the future possibilities of the team depends 
upon these three reverend gentlemen, for other
wise there would not be sufficient members lo r  
regular ringing.

I believe that some theological colleges a re
iving elementary instruction in bell-ringmg. 
"•'is will no doubt result in an increase in

clerical recruits in our belfries.
I would like to point this out as a * striking ’ 

example of how the clergy are helping ringers 
in a busy industrial parish. Whether clerical 
o r lay, are we not entrusted with one of the 
more important duties, namely, of calling people 
to  worship and proclaiming to  our parish that 
divine service is about to  begin?—Yours sin
cerely,

PAUL BIRKETT.
Elland, Yorks.

A WEEK-END IN  FOUR COUNTIES
Dear Sir,—I was interested to read on page 

812 the writer’s comments that any peal on the 
heavy five at Mudford should be non-conducted. 
Before the war I took part in a peal there and 
for about a week afterwards the conductor, my 
old friend, Bill Shute, appeared to  be suffering 
from laryngitis and the rest of the band could 
hear the bells in their ears !—Yours sincerely,

E. T. PAUL FIELD.
Long Sutton, Somerset.
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LETTERS—Continued
THOSE TON TENORS

Dear Sir,—In your issue of December 3rd 
‘ M. E. E .’ questions my published weight of 
45 cwt. at Kingston, Somerset, but prefers 
local tradition of a  ton.

This bell measures 42} inches in diameter, 
according to  ‘ The Church Bells of Somerset ’ 
<and the late J. H. Shepherd’s notes), and a bell 
o f this size cannot possibly weigh anything like 
a ton—it would need to  be well-nigh solid 
to  do so. An experienced bellfounder esti
mates 13^ cwt. as being more likely.

Local traditions are notoriously exaggerated 
where weights are concerned and it is not pos
sible, as some ringers seem to think, to  judge 
the weight of a bell merely by its ‘ go.’

Broadly speaking, it may be assumed that the 
precise weights (to the pound) given in ‘ The 
Book ’ are the authentic weights supplied by 
the founder and the approximate weights have 
been computed from the measurements. As, 
"however, I used a  scale of weights and measure
ments of modern bells the tendency may have 
been to overestimate in some cases rather than 
underestimate, a tendency which has been 
corrected as far as possible in the revised book 
now printing.

I am frequently met with ‘ You’ve got our 
tenor wrong, she is a lot heavier than you 
state,’ etc., and as likely as not inquiries ieveal 
that since tradition was established the bells 
have been away to the foundry and have been 
tuned and perhaps had the cannons removed 
and the exact weight has been obtained.

Even so it by no means follows that the bona 
fide weight given by a reputable bellfounder will 
be accepted. Indeed, I know one Yorkshire 
tower where if the tenor was weighed before 
their eyes the ringers would declare that the 
scales must be wrong !

I see also that * Dove ’ is blamed for mis 
leading M r. Felstead in his article on peal 
ringing in Dorset, but since peals rung a t St. 
Jo h n ’s, Surrey Road, have always been, and 
still are. recorded as being rung at ‘ Bourne
mouth, Hants—one was rung here only a few 
weeks ago—why ‘ The Book ’ should be blamed 
is not quite clear.

‘ Crockford ’ records this church as Bourne
mouth, Hants, but I  have obtained a  ruling 
from the Town Clerk, who states that while the 
greater part of the parish is in Bournemouth, 
and  therefore in Hampshire, that portion which 
contains the church is situated within the Bor
ough of Poole (Dorset).

In the new edition of the ‘ Guide ’ this tower 
will appear as Bournemouth, Dorset, with a 
cross-reference to  Poole. Doubtless I shall be 
informed that Bournemouth is not in Dorset, 
but if I were to record the tower at St. John’s, 
Poole, I should be told I had omitted St. John’s, 
Bournemouth.

If any readers can suggest how otherwise to 
record a  tower which is in one town in name 
and another town and county in actual fact 1 
would welcome advice.—Yours faithfully,

R. H. DOVE.

FALSE PEAL
Dear Sir,—The handbell peal of Plain Bob 

Minor, rung for this Guild at Hucknall, Notts, 
on  May 27th, 1954, is false, and should be 
deleted from the records in the Analysis of 
Peals.—Yours sincerely.

C. GLENN,
Peal Sec., Southwell Diocesan Guild.

K IN G 'S  N O R T O N , B IR M IN G H A M .—O n Dec. 12th.
1,260 G randsire Triples : Pam ela I . Scrivens (first 

-quarter) 1, G eraldine Carless 2. E. W . Blake 3, A. 
Jones 4, W . R. Carless (firs’. ‘ inside ’) 5, D. A. 
JCaye 6. W . C. Dowding (cond.) 7. C. E. J. Blake 8. 
R u n s for Evensong, also a birthday com plim ent to Mr. 

-A rthur Jones.

BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION

The annual meeting of the Chew Deanery 
Branch was held a t W inford on December 4th. 
Ringing took place on the fine ring of six 
(Mears, 1816; tenor ,16 cwt) until 4.30 p.m., 
when the Rector (the Rev. A. J. H . Hobbs) 
conducted the Association form  of service.

Ringers from Chew Magna, Clutton, C or
ston, Long Ashton, Marksbury, Nailsea, Tims- 
bury, Winford, Wraxall, Wrington and Yatton 
‘ signed the book ’ a t the business meeting, 
which followed an excellent tea provided by 
the local ringers and their wives.

The Branch officers were all re-elected, these 
be in g :—M r. H1. W. Knight, chairman and 
Ringing M aster; Messrs. L. Derrick and L. 
Pullin, Deputy Ringing M asters; and M r. 
P. G. Yeo, secretary and representative on the 
General Committee.

The chairman announced that he had re
ceived an invitation from Mr. * Bennett, of 
Clutton, asking if Clutton tower could be 
transferred to the Chew Deanery Branch. The 
meeting decided that, subject to  the formal 
approval of the Frome Branch, this would be 
in order. A new member each from Clutton. 
Nailsea and W inford were duly elected and it 
was decided that, subject to permission being 
granted, the next) quarterly meeting (April) 
should be held at Backwell, with practice meet
ings at Ubley, W eston-in-Gordano and Clutton 
for January, February and March respectively. 
There being no  other business, Mr. G. Yeo 
proposed votes of thanks to  the Rector for 
conducting the service and for the use of the 
bells, to the organist for her services, and to 
the ladies who prepared tea. M. J. H.

Gloucester and Bristol Association
The annual meeting of the Swindon Branch 

was held at Christ Church, Swindon, on Decem
ber 11th. A special welcome was extended to 
Miss M arion Skinner, of Pinner, a former mem
ber of Christ Church band.

Those present were entertained to  tea by 
Christ Church ringers and at the business meet
ing Dr. H. Craig was elected chairman in suc
cession to Mr. W. Sidwell, who has left the 
district. All other Branch officers were re
elected and it was proposed that the next three 
meetings be held at Stratton-St. Margaret, Rod- 
bourne Cheney and St. M ark’s, Swindon. The 
secretary’s report revealed a satisfactory state 
of affairs although there was a  decline in peal 
ringing in the Branch area. Ringing a t the 
meeting ranged from rounds to Cambridge 
Royal. W. B. K.

START THE NEW YEAR WELL WITH
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EAST GRINSTEAD & DISTRICT
The annual dinner of the East Grinstead and 

District Guild was held on December 11th in 
Tunbridge Wells and groved to  be the best 
ever. The recently overhauled bells a t St. 
Peter’s were available from  3 to 5.30 and every
one agreed that they now run perfectly and aie 
much more audible in the belfry.

An excellent meal was served at the Culver- 
den Arms. There were no visitors and no 
formalities except the loyal toast proposed by 
the chairman, Mr. E. J. Ladd, who afterwards 
spoke a few words of praise to the caterers and 
thanked everyone for their support.

In the meanwhile a parcel had been making 
its way round the tables and when it was 
opened by the recipient it was found to  con
tain a  toy trumpet, whereupon a wit got up 
and proposed a toast to  Eddie Calvert.

When the tables had been cleared the com
pany were entertained with dancing by M ar
garet Ladd, accompanied by her mother on the 
piano, and then, for nearly an hour, by Mr. 
Clarkson, from  Tonbridge, who amused and 
mystified. The rest of the time was then passed 
away with method- and tune-ringing on the 
handbells. The arrangements were in the hands 
of Messrs. E. J. Ladd and A. F . Wellington, 
who are to be congratulated for making the 
event such a success. C. A. B.

ST. DAVID’S DIOCESAN GUILD
In spite of the dismal weather there was a 

good attendance at the quarterly meeting of 
the Guild held a t Llanstephan on December 
11th. The Vicar, the Rev. J. T . Jenkins, was 
in the belfry to greet the members as they 
arrived and it was very nice to see the Vicar 
of Llanbadarn Fawr. the Rev. O. G. Rees and 
the Rev. E. A. B. Hughes, curate of Llanelly, 
among those present.

The Vicar, the Rev. J. T. Jenkins, officiated 
at the service and the lesson was read by the 
Ringing Master, Mr. W. J. Harries, of Llan
badarn Fawr. The ringers were afterwards 
entertained to a very nice tea at the Central 
Cafe, about 70 members attending.

The Vicar presided at the business meeting 
and the usual touch on the handbells was given 
by the young ringers of the Llanelly Parish 
Church, and also a demonstration of lapping 
bells, a novelty to many of the members.

A collection for the Bell Restoration Fund 
realised the sum of £1 14s. Two grants of 
£5 each were approved to Llanbadarn Fawr and 
Llanstephan and the next quarterly meeting of 
the Guild will be held at Llanelly on Saturday, 
March 12th. The Vicar was thanked by Mr.
C. H. Hawkins (secretary) seconded by Mr. E. 
J. Thomas (Carmarthen). C. H.

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following donations towards meet
ing the cost of producing ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ :—

Personal.—J. H. Brittan 5s., W. O. Hay- 
thorne 19s. 6d., J. E. Arnold 7s. 6d., H. G. 
Fretwell 7s. 6d.. E. J. Leversuch 7s. 6d., W. A. 
Wooler £1, A. Carveth 7s. 6d., Miss Lawrence 
2s. 6d., W. E. Maulden 2s. 6d., W. Mawby 2s. 
6d., G. Moorhouse, 7s. 6d., T. J. Thurley 2s. 
6d., F. Skidmore 7s. 6d., With Christmas Card 
unsigned 5s„ Anon. 10s., E. T. P. F. Is.

Peals.—Aberavon 4s„ Leigh 5s„ Bishop’s Hull 
3s., Bristol 2s. 6d., Marston Bigot 3s., Harwell 
5s., Wakefield 6s.. Brighouse 4s., N orth Bradley 
4s.

Quarter Peals.—Bath 2s. 3d., Dalwood 2s., 
Southwark 3s.. Lyme Regis 2s. 6d., Rye 4s., 
Prestbury 2s.. Gloucester 2s. 6d., North Stone
ham 3s. 6d.. Nailsea 3s., Eastbourne 2s„ Stour
bridge 2s., Madeley 2s. 6d., Bristol 4s. 6d.
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EXP LORI NG THE UNKNOWN
By P.

To some, the busy streets of any large city 
mingled with sight-seeing, studying of churches, 
etc., hold attractions. To others the countryside, 
with its woodlands, its landscapes and village 
churches, away from the smoke of diesel en
gines into the fresh air, makes a pleasant change. 
To those desiring -the latter, few spots will be 
found to equal an area between Buckingham 
and Towcester. Churches may be scattered 
somewhat, but there is plenty to interest those 
who prefer the quiet.

Whittlebury has for centuries been a source 
of delight because of its parklands and its 
Royal forest, from which King Charles II. gave 
a thousand tons of timber to  rebuild All Saints’ 
Church, Northampton, after the Great Fire of 
1666. Noted families have from time to time 
held residence at Whittlebury, including Sir 
Reginald Loder, who in 1887 was responsible 
for adding a new bell to four existing bells in 
this church and rehanging all in a  new oak 
frame, the work by Messrs. Warners, of Lon
don—a firm which ceased to  exist after rehang
ing the bells of Boyne Hill, Maidenhead, about 
1942.

Very little ringing activity has existed at 
Whittlebury during my 33 years as a ringer 
and only once have I rung there. I well re
member finding most of the bells loose on the 
headstocks afterwards, especially the third. I 
cannot ever recall a Guild meeting a t Whittle
bury ! T he tenor of these five bells is eight 
cwt.

To the south we come into Bucks to  the quiet 
but pleasant village of Lillingstone Lovell, with 
its old saddleback tower dating from  1210, and 
a church which still retains its old horse-box 
pews. At the end of the war I well remember 
visiting this church, to find four bells, all cast 
by Alexander Rigby, of Stamford, Lines, dated 
1693. So dangerous did their frame and fit
tings appear that I  wrote the then Rector, 
pointing this out, a t the same time advising a 
restoration and a new bell to  make five. A 
subsequent Rector followed up the advice, but 
instead of a tenor a  treble was added, which 
made them into a minor five (the tenor of these 
ii> 6J cwt.). Messrs. John Taylor and Co. car
ried out the work some two years ago, but a 
great misfortune has befallen their keen, youth
ful, new team of ringers since—the tower has 
cracked and ringing is suspended. W hether a 
tenor to make six will now ever be added, as 
they hoped, is a m atter for the diocesan archi
tect, who evidently could not have detected a 
crack, which it is thought must have been present 
at the time of the rehanging, in a steel frame 
for six. It is very unfortunate for Lillingstone 
Lovell, with few more than 100 souls, who did 
rally to raise the money with such enthusiasm.

At the time of penning these notes I am 
tempted to  think of Lillingstone Lovell’s famous 
racehorse, * Wot-no-Sun ’ ! Many days have 
passed since it shone, around Northampton at 
any rate !

In a park about a  mile to the west is Lilling
stone Dayrell (pronounced Darrell locally), 
whose church has a low tower with a flat leaded 
roof, no battlements or pinnacles, giving it a 
somewhat strange appearance. It contains 
three bells with a tenor of nine cwt. by Richard 
Chandler, of Drayton Parslow, Bucks, dated 
1674, the second by Edward Hall, who took 
over the Chandlers’ business, is dated 1726, and 
the treble, by Warners, of London, dated 1868. 
The old oak frame is for three bells only. Here 
again I advised a restoration, and, if possible, 
an augmentation, for dry rot and wood worm 
have taken toll of both frame and headstocks. 
Despite this, the Lovell lads have had Dayrell’s 
three bells up and rung sixes on one o r two 
occasions. Typical o f so many churches I

AMOS
visit, I  found leaflets detailing the history of 
the church in both places, but not a mention 
of the bells as a guide to bell archaeologists.

Over the Bucks boundary, to  Passenham, on 
the very edge of Northants is a church recently 
threatened with a closure, where I think the 
Historic Churches Preservation Trust should 
step in and do something. Stony Stratford and 
Wolverton are very nearby, and only low-lying 
meadowland for about a mile separates them, 
and possibly prevents housing expansion. Thirty 
years ago I remember going over this Village 
Hall and boating on the moat surrounding it. 
I was then but a treble ringer and could not 
resist finding out about the bells, which I found 
were rehung by Bowell, of Ipswich, in 1907, in 
existing oak frame, they at the same time recast
ing a pre-Reformation treble. The tenor here is 
said to  be 17 cwt., but is only 46 inches in dia
meter across the lip. The tenors of W ootton 
(Northants) and Claybrooke (Leics) are both 
46-inch bells and weigh 13 cwt. 2 qr. 21 lb., and
13 cwt. 3 qr. 7 lb. respectively, and I am in
clined to  think this is nearer the true weight of 
Passenham’s tenor, despite some people’s story 
that ‘ she goes all 17 cwt.’ I once visited Ash- 
well in Rutland, where a 9 cwt. tenor * went 
all 30 cwt.’ !

However, a very interesting church with 
some of the old high pews is to  be found at 
Passenham. The fourth is the most interesting 
bell, showing a unique inscription, ‘ A Trvsty 
Frende is Harde to Fynde, 1585.’ It is a cast
ing of Richard Benetlye, a travelling bell- 
founder, who, by means of temporary furnaces, 
cast all his bells on the spot. Benetlye was a 
native of Leicester, and possibly learned his 
•trade under the Newcombe family of bell
founders. Other works of his can be seen in 
Rutland, at Seaton (1597), and several Midland 
parishes. When he cast this bell a t Passenham, 
it is thought he must have been in a rather low 
spirited frame of mind—a somewhat sad man 
—hence the inscription.

Were he or the Attons of Buckingham alive 
to-day, I have an inclination that one of these 
would be able to divulge the secret of what 
happened to the four bells of Preston Deanery, 
near Northampton, which were sold between 
1585 and 1622 by Jasper Hertwell, who during 
those 37 years occupied the M anor, plundered 
the church and sold the lead and the bells. In 
1622 Charles Edmonds, who took .th is M anor, 
restored the church at Preston Deanery and in
stalled one small bell, which Henry Penn, of 
Peterborough, recast in 1710, which still exists 
to  this day in the old tower. This old tower is, 
inside, like a fuel cellar, used for storing coke.

Back to South Northants, Syresham is a  
steeple of which little is known to many ringers.
I had an eye-opener when I visited this 
place back in the early ’30’s. There are five 
bells (tenor 8 |  cwt.) in what is described as
* a weak steeple,’ although it is of no great 
height, 60-70 feet a t the outside.

Massive polished oak beams are built inside 
the tower from the ground up to  the bell cham
ber in each corner. Upon these is built the 
oak bell frame, so that these carry all the weight 
and the tower actually only forms a casement 
(or shell). The back four bells hang one on 
each side of the tower, with the treble in a 
frame of its own above, set diagonal, so that 
its rope falls in the centre of the belfry, which 
is on the ground floor. The last rehanging here 
was in 1886. To-day the bells are totally un
ringable. At the time of my visit (one Sun
day), the then churchwarden (who was himself 
a ringer) had the remarkable record of having 
served under 11 vicars. I have tried to per
suade one or two in authority here to  push for 
a  restoration, and one day it may succeed.

Another steeple needing a. bell restoration in 
this area is Evenley. Nothing has been done 
since 1865, when Mears rehung these five light 
bells (tenor 6 cwt. 3 qr. 26 lb.), one of which 
has the historic distinction of being the first bell 
of the Bagley family, of Chacombe, nearby.

Henry Bagley, bom  in 1608, cast this bell at 
the age of 24—in 1632—the date to be seen 
on it. This Henry had several descendants of 
the same name, besides two Matthews and a 
William. The family carried on bellfounding 
at Chacombe, Exton, and elsewhere, until 1771; 
when it became extinct. The back six of the 
unrung eight bells at Easton Neston, near Tow
cester, were the last bells of the Bagleys. A 
new vicar of Towcester is hoping to  persuade 
Lord Hesketh to allow Easton Neston’s bells to 
be rung again. These six bells were augmented 
to eight by Messrs. Gillett and Johnston in 
1911. They have been unrung since the late 
’20’s and are a ring of bells wasted.’ The 
Hesketh family control the estate and are the 
patrons.

Whitfield, near to Syresham, has five bells re
hung by Taylors in 1870. I cannot recall a  
meeting ever here, but some ringing interest of 
late has sprung up, although the belfry is any
thing but pleasant to ring in ; ropes fall almost 
touching the walls. There are five bells (tenor
7 cwt.).

(To be continued)

A DAY IN SHROPSHIRE 
VILLAGES

A small band drawn from  Allesley (Coventry) 
St. Luke’s, Wolverhampton, and Little Aston, 
together with the writer, spent December 4th 
touring Shropshire villages.

At Burford it was discovered that the five 
bells here are hung ‘ dead ’ (Mr. Dove and 
others interested, please note). A local in
habitant at Tugford told us that this five had 
not been rung within living memory, and by 
the state of the frame and fittings we could 
well believe it. N ot until nearly dinner time 
did we have our first ring, at Rushbury (5, 6 
cwt. in B). Here the Vicar welcomed us but 
told us that the bells had not been rung for six 
years and that he himself had never heard them 
rung. After ascending the tower to  ensure 
their safety, and one of our ropes had been 
fixed to the tenor, we managed some Grandsire 
on  this somewhat tricky ground-floor ring, 
with a cracked 2nd.

There is a  pleasant six at Hope Bowdler (9 i 
cwt. in A) and an even bettei light 5 i cwt. six 
a t Church Pulverbatch. They have recently 
been overhauled by Taylors and are a good job.

About three miles north of Shrewsbury is 
Leaton, with its broached five. These bells 
were considered by the two members of the band 
who had rung on every Shropshire five to be 
easily the best; they are a  good ring by Tay
lors (tenor 14J cwt. in G) and some Stedman 
was enjoyed here. A t Atcham we decided to 
check with the Vicar the report that the bells 
were unringable. He promptly informed us 
that this was not so and readily gave us per
mission to ring. Unfortunately the treble rope 
was broken but we enjoyed some well-struck 
Doubles on the back five (tenor 1.1 cwt. in G). 
This church is notable in being the only one in 
England dedicated to St. Eata.

The head ringer and his son welcomed us 
and joined in ringing with us at Albrighton. 
Here are quite a  good six (tenor 11 cwt. in G). 
We found a pinnacled tower and spire rising 
200 feet at Worfield, where the head ringer 
joined in some excellent Grandsire Doubles on 
this good six (tenor 15 cwt. in F). A  good 
‘ fall ’ ended the day’s ringing. The band wish 
to  express their sincere thanks to all incum
bents and ringers who made them welcomc.
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O B I T U A R Y
MR. F. i .  RING

With great regret we record the passing of 
Mr. F. J. Ring, of Swanscombe, Kent, who 
died suddenly after a very short illness.

Mr. Ring, who was 68 years of age, was for 
many years leader and secretary of Swanscombe 
band. He followed his father as secretary of 
the band, thus constituting a record of 62 
years of continuous service. A prominent Free
mason, he was Immediate Past Master of the 
Anglo Saxons and also a member of the Lodge 
o f Sympathy.

In Swanscombe Church there is a permanent 
memorial to his love of the church. He made 
an d  gave the beautifully carved oak screen 
which divides the vestry and ringing chamber 
from  the main body of the church.

The funeral service in Swanscombe on Dec. 
15th was attended by many mourners, includ
ing the local band and friends from nearby 
towers. The bells were rung half-muffled on 
Friday evening, and a half-muffled peal of 
Stedman, his favourite method, was rung on 
the Saturday. And so  another stalwart of this 
church has passed to his higher reward. G. J. B.

REDEDICATION
WITHYHAM, SUSSEX

Reputed to be one of the most musical rings 
in Sussex, the bells of Withyham have just 
been overhauled by Messrs. Taylor. They have 
been fitted with new gudgeons and hung on ball 
bearings and the clappers have been rebushed. 
The organ, also, has been cleaned and over
hauled, and on Sunday, December 12th, the 
completion of both jobs was celebrated by a 
thanksgiving service, which was preceded by 
an organ recital by Dr. A. W. Bunney, Direc
tor of Music, Tonbridge School.

The bells were dedicated by the Rural Dean, 
the Rev. J. R. Missen, Vicar of Coleman’s 
Hatch, who gave them into the care of the Rec
tor, the Rev. P. L. Scott, while an interesting 
address was given by the Rev. G. A. E. Cot- 
tam , curate of Wadhurst. After the service 
there was ringing by the local band and visitors 
under the direction of Mr. H. Vaughan, the 
Withyham captain.

VILLAGERS AFRAID?
The following headlines appeared in the 

Northampton ‘ Mercury and Herald ’ on 
December 17th:—‘ Syresham Villagers Afraid 
Bellringing Will Bring Down Their Tower.’

The village of Syresham, situated near Brack- 
ley, has but five bells with a 37 inch tenor 
weighing 8J cwt., in one of the lowest broached 
steeples to  be seen anywhere. Like Acle, N or
folk, the bells are hung almost independent of 
the tower, in an oak frame upon beams from 
-the ground in each corner of the tower, which 
is a mere casement or shell.

The bells were last rehung (on oak head- 
stocks) in 1886. They hang north, south, east 
and west, with the treble swinging diagonally 
in a frame on its own above the other four in 
the centre.

‘ Would these five light bells, if rehung, bring 
down the tower?’ A visit by the Central Coun
cil Towers and Belfries Committee should sup
ply the answer.

SAID 2,500 YEARS AGO
The Master said: T o learn and to practise 

on  occasion what one has learnt—is this not 
true pleasure? The coming of a friend from 
a far-off land—is this not true joy?

Refusal to  instruct one who is competent to 
learn entails the waste of a man. Instruction 
of one who is incompetent to learn entails waste 
of words. The wise man is he who wastes 
neither men nor words.

From the ‘ Sayings of Confucius ’ (551—478
B.C.;

Subm itted by Miss E. D. Overend, 49, Alexandra 
Road, Frome.

NORTH STONEHAM RINGERS
Preceded by supper, the annual meeting of 

the North Stoneham ringers was held at the 
Old Rectory Hotel, N orth  Stoneham, near 
Eastleigh. The Rector (the Rev. H. Shail) pre
sided at an attendance of 16 of the band. In 
his address he referred to  the sound of the 
bells as a ‘ glimmering of sanity in a world 
becoming used to the scream of the jet engine 
and the crash of breaking through the sound 
barrier.’

Congratulations and good wishes were ex
pressed to Mr. W. T. Tucker, who had cele
brated his 78th birthday the day previous. 
Commenting on the year's activity the captain, 
Mr. R. A. Reed, said that the full ringing 
band now numbered 23 of mixed ages and 
ringing ability. To train the local band to 
peal standard had of necessity to be a slow 
task but the successful ringing of the first 720 
for several of the band, and the equally success
ful quarter peal attempt that afternoon had 
been encouraging for all who took part, includ
ing himself.

Reporting on the financial position the 
treasurer and secretary, Mr. Norman Hayes, 
said that the Belfry Fund, after expenses, now 
stood at £41, nearly a quarter of which had 
been received from ringers’ subscriptions. The 
steeplekeeper, Mr. C. Taylor, reported on the 
condition of the bells and the belfry.

Election of officers for the ensuing year re
su lted :—Mr. R. A. Reed, captain; Mr. N. 
Hayes, treasurer; Mr. L. W. Stead, secretary. 
Permanent officers were the Rector as president, 
and Mr. Taylor as steeplekeeper.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL 
Cheltenham Branch

Nearly 40 members and visitors assembled at 
St. Mary’s Church, Charlton Kings, on Decem
ber 11th for the annual meeting of the Chelten
ham Branch of the Gloucester and Bristol 
Diocesan Association.

Ringing began .on  the eight bells a t 3 p.m. 
and continued until 4 p.m. when a break was 
made for tea at which the ringers were cor
dially welcomed by the Vicar, the Rev. C. T. 
Deakin.

This was followed by the business meeting, 
presided over by the Master of the Association, 
Mr. Leslie Barry. Officers elected for 1955 
were Mr. C. Rouse, chairman, and Miss E. M. 
Bliss secretary; Mr. F . Nurden was re-elected 
representative on the Management Committee.

After the meeting the ringers returned to the 
church for a service conducted by the. Vicar, 
who spoke of the importance of ringers playing 
an active part in the life of the church.

Further ringing, ranging! from rounds to 
Cambridge Major, took place until 8.30 p.m.

Australia’s Oldest Bell
The oldest bell in Australia was cast 278 

years ago and stands in the porch of St. Mary’s 
R.C. Cathedral, Perth. It was presented to  the 
Benedictine Abbey at Compostella, Spain, in 
1676 by one Maestro Bustamante and was 
brought to Australia in 1853.

According to  J. E. M. H. in ‘ Ringing 
Towers ’ the inscription round the shoulder of 
the bells i s : ‘ Sancta Hagata, I.H.S. Maria 
Ora Pro Nobis.’ The lettering has a  back
ground of fine tracery of leaves. On the body 
of the bell are two medallions—one of a knight 
on horseback and the other a head of Our 
Blessed Lord. On the opposite side of the bell 
from these is a  cross carried out in little in
dividual star shapes rather like those which one 
can achieve with a cake-icing nozzle. Alto
gether it is a most noble old bell—rather longer 
and narrower than the present-day shape—and 
it would be interesting to hear the note and 
tone of it.

N O T I C E S  
Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
penny a word, minimum 3s. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one pennv per word, minimum 
3s. 6d.

All Notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received on the Monday 

preceding publication.

ENGAGEMENTS
LEESE—SPENCE.—The engagement is an

nounced between William L. B. Leese, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. L. E. S. Leese, of 24, 
Rollscourt Avenue, Herne Hill, S.E.24, and 
Eileen Margaret, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Spence, of 39, Morningfield Road. Aberdeen.

5581
MOORE—BRACEY.—The engagement is an

nounced between Mr. John Moore, of Heston, 
Middlesex, and Miss Eileen Bracey, of Hether
sett, Norfolk. 5582

SILVER WEDDING
BALL—BRINKWORTH.—On January 1st,

1930, at St. Mary's Church, Frampton-on- 
Severn, by the Rev. Lionel Ward, Henry Sur- 
man to Freda. Present address: New Inn, 
Haw Bridge, Tirley, Gloucester. 5594

NEW YEAR GREETINGS
To all friends, far and near, old and new, 

greetings.—Charles Rouse, Cheltenham. 5578
Greetings for the New Year to friends every

where from Shirley Rvmer, Dudley, Worcs.
5575

T o all.our ringing friends with whom we have 
had such great times with on our tours round 
the counties of England, a happy and prosperous 
New Year.—N. S. T. G., Nailsea. 5573

PUBLICATION
A FEW COPIES remain of ‘ The Church 

Bells of Flintshire,’ 3s. 6d .; ‘ Ayrshire.’ 3s. 6d.; 
‘ Stirlingshire,’ 3 s.; ‘ Scottish Rings of Bells,’ 
2s. All post free from the author, Ranald 
Clouston, Swanslea, Westerfield, near Ipswich, 
Suffolk. 5464

MISCELLANEOUS
NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. 

Change of officer: The hon. secretary is now E.
H. Edge, of 6, Court Lane, W olstanton, Stoke- 
on-Trent. Tel. Newcastle 66085. 5593

ROMSEY ABBEY.—N o practice on Jan. 5th 
o r during Lent, otherwise visitors welcome on 
first Wednesdays of the month.—C. T. Drew, 
111, Winchester Road, Romsey, Hants. 5579

EXTRA COPIES. — It is an advantage if 
those requiring extra copies will send their 
orders at the time copy of peals or quarter 
peals is submitted.

PEAL CARDS & QUARTER PEAL CARDS 
can now be ordered at 5s. a set of 12, post free 
(minimum charge). Order and remittances must 
be sent with peal report. For quarter peals 
write separate copy in same style as peals.

MEETINGS
DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Quarterly 

meeting at Ripley (8), Saturday, Jan. 1st. Bells
3 p.m. Own tea arrangements; cafes nearby.— 
Mary Hobbs, Dis. Sec. 5577

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION—Ely Dis
trict.—Annual meeting at Ely on Saturday, Jan. 
1st. Bells (8) 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5. Elec
tion of officers at business meeting.—R. J 
Housden, Dis. Sec. 5543
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KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Ashford 
District.—Meeting at New Romney on Jan. 1st. 
Bells (8) 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5. D on’t 

tforget vour nominations for new members.— 
W. P. G. 5493

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Ton
bridge District.—Meeting at Sevenoaks (8) on 
Saturday, Jan. 1st. Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30 
p .m . Tea (Is.) 5.15 p.m. Names, with cash, 
please, to Miss D. Colgate, 38, Buckhurst 
Avenue, Sevenoaks. 5517

ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIO
CESE OF BIRMINGHAM.—Annual meeting 
a t Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, at 6 p.m.. 
Jan. 1st. St. M artin’s bells (12) available 4.30 
p.m.—George E. Fearn, 92, Etwall Road, Hall 
Green, Birmingham, 28. Phone: Springfield 
1025. 5502

SHEFFIELD AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— 
Meeting at Dore, near Sheffield, on Saturday, 
Jan. 1st, 3 p.m. Cups of tea in Church Hall; 
bring own food. All welcome.—N. Chaddock, 
Hon. Sec. 5532

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Northern Division.—Practice meeting Lindfield
(8), Saturday, Jan. 1st.—Mrs. E. Rapley. 5597

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION. — Practice 
meeting at St. Giles-in-thc-Fields, Holbom, 
W.C.2, on Monday, Jan. 3rd, 7 p.m.—T. J. 
Lock. 5600

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION.—Bath 
Branch.—The annual meeting will be held at St. 
Michael's (8), Broad Street, on Saturday, Jan. 
8th. Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea and 
meeting 5.15 p.m. Abbey bells available after 
the meeting. Tea, on notification only, to Mr.
G . Hawkins, 29, Coronation Avenue, Oldfield 
Park, Bath. 5542

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
From e Branch.—Annual meeting at Chewton 
Mendip. Saturday, Jan. 8th. Bells 3. Service
4.30. Tea and business meeting to follow.—E. 
Chivers, Chilcompton. 5583

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION—Biggles- 
-wade District.—The annual meeting will be held 
a t Biggleswade on Saturday, Jan. 8th. Bells
(8) 3. Tea and business meeting in the Memorial 
Hall 5.—L. H. By waters, Sec. 5576

DEVON GUILD.—N.E. B ranch—Annual 
meeting, Silverton, Saturday, Jan 8th. Bells
2.30. Service 4.15. Tea 5 Names for tea to
A. G. Selley, 3, Exeter Road, Silverton.—W. 
W are, Hon. Sec. 5506

EAST GRINSTEAD GUILD.—Withyham (8), 
Jan. 8th. Names for tea to H. Vaughan, 17, 
Balls Green, Withyham, Hartfield. — C. A. 
Bassett. 5601

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — Cam
bridge District.—Annual meeting at Cambridge, 
Saturday, Jan. 8th. Bells: R.C. 2-3 p .m .: Great 
St. Andrew’s 3-4.30 p.m. and service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea 5 p.m. St. Andrew’s Parish Room, Em
m anuel Road. St. Mary’s bells after tea.—H. 
L. M artin, Dis. Sec. 5587 '

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—South-Western — 
Annual general meeting, Brentwood, Jan. 8th. 
Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. followed by 
meeting. Names for tea to  Mr. J. Sitch, Angle 
Cottage, Priests’ Lane, Shenfield. 5531

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA
TION.—Swindon Branch.—Rodboume Cheney
(6) Jan. 8th. Tea. — Kvnaston, 37, Vicarage 
Road, Swindon. Tel. 3936. 5586

HEREFORD GUILD.—Ross District.—An
nual meeting at Ross. Jan. 8th, from 3 p.m. 
Service 4. Tea (Central Cafe) 4.30. Names 
fo r tea to W. T. Poston, Viewlands, Walford 
Road, Ross-on-Wye. 5544

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Maid
stone District.—Quarterly meeting at Headcorn, 
Saturday, Jan. 8th. Bells (8) 2.30. Service 4.15. 
Tea 5. Names, please, to R. L. Sills, The 
Square. Wrotham. 5569

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Preston 
Branch.—Meeting at Leyland, St. Andrew’s, Jan. 
8th. Tea at 5 p.m. followed by Branch annual 
meeting. Names for tea, please, by Wednes
day, 5th.—L. Walmsley, Leyland Motors, Ltd., 
Leyland. 5572

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Rochdale 
Branch.—Meeting a t St. Bartholomew’s, Whit
worth, Jan. 8th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Business 6.15. 
Election of Ringing Master, nominations to be 
given a t meeting. Please send names fo r tea, 
by Jan, 5th, to B. Heginbottom, 4, Parkside, 
Whitworth.—F. Pritchard. 5590

LADIES’ GUILD.—North-Eastern District. 
—Second annual meeting, Darlington, Satur
day, Jan. 8th.. Ringing 2.30 p.m. at St. Cuth- 
bert’s and St. John’s. Service, St. Cuthbert’s,
4.30 p.m., followed by tea and business meet
ing. Ringing, Holy Trinity, in evening. Names 
for tea, by Thursday, Jan. 6th, to Mrs. Cooke, 
24, Leafield Road, Darlington. Special bus 
will leave Central Garage, Newcastle, at 2 
p.m. There are still a few seats vacant on 
this bus. Anyone interested, please contact 
Mrs. N. I. Lea, 9, St. Vincent Street, South 
Shields. 5553

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Lough
borough District.—Annual, Jan. 8th, Loughbor
ough Parish Church, 3. Service 4.30. Tea and 
meeting, Bellfoundry Ringing Room, 5. Names, 
by Jan. 4th, to Mr. P. Taylor, Bellfoundry 
House.—C. W. Hall. 5556

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Leicester 
District.—Annual meeting. All Saints’, Leicester, 
on Jan. 8th. Bells 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5 
p.m. in Schoolrooms. Names, by Jan. 5th, to 
J. Bennett, 41, Valence Road, Leicester. St. 
Margaret's possibly available during evening.—

5598
LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Northern 

Branch (Lincoln District).—Annual meeting at 
Sleaford (8) on Saturday, Jan. 8th. Tea for 
those who notify, by Wednesday previous, Mrs. 
Wray, 16, Eastgate, Sleaford.—C. Brown, Hon. 
Sec. 5580

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD. — Eastern 
Branch.—Next meeting, Fishtoft, Saturday, Jan. 
8th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.15 p.m. All re
quiring tea must notify me by Monday, Jan. 
3rd.—W. E. Clarke, 99,'Norfolk Street, Boston.

5603
MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION—South and 

West District.—Annual meeting, Jan. 8th, St. 
M argaret’s (not St. Andrew’s), Uxbridge. Ser
vice 4.30. Tea and business in Church Hut, 
Belmont Road. Bells (8) from 3. Hillingdon
(10) after tea. Every tower represented, please. 
—F. W. Goodfellow, Hon. Sec. 5568

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. 
—Meeting, Longton, Sat., Jan. 8th. Own ar
rangements for tea ; cafes near tower.—E. H. 
Edge. 5592

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. — 
Guilsborough Branch. — .A.G.M. a t East 
Haddon, Jan. 8th. Service 4 p.m. Tea at Red 
Lion Hotel 4.45 p.m. Names for tea must reach 
me by Jan. 5th.—E. Orland, High Street, Long 
Buckby, Rugby. 5589

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Banbury 
Branch.—Quarterly at Swalcliffe (6), Jan. 8th. 
Service 4. Tea 5. Please notify E. C. Pearson. 
Adderbury West. P hone: Adderbury 350. 5535 

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. — 
Oundle Branch.—Annual meeting at Oundle (8), 
Jan. 8th, at 3 p.m. Service 4 p.m. Tea and 
meeting to  follow at Brereton Rooms. Names 
for tea, by Jan. 1st, to  Mrs. P E. Clarke, 7, 
Bassett Place, Oundle. 5550

SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF 
STAFFORD.—Winter meeting, Bushbury, Wol
verhampton. Jan. 8th. Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service
4.30. Tea 5.15. Names for tea, not later than 
Wednesday, Jan. 5th, to  Mr. H. Harrison, 70, 
Sandon Road, Fordhouses, Wolverhampton.

5574

SOUTHWELL GUILD.—North Notts Dis
trict.—Annual meeting at Retford, Saturday, 
Jan. 8th. East Retford (10), West Retford (6) 
and Ordsall (6) available from 2.30. Service in 
East Retford Church at 4.15. Tea (3s. each) at
5 p.m. at Tudor Cafe, only for those who notify 
by 6th, Mr. O. Street, 61, Cobwell Road, Ret
ford. Meeting in East Retford belfry at 6 p.m. 
—H. Denman. 5595

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Western Division.—Practice meeting, Angmer- 
ing (6), on Saturday, Jan. 8th. Names for tea, 
please, by previous Tuesday to W. L. Weller, 
Sunnyside, Itchingfield, Horsham. 5605

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIO
CESAN GUILD.—Southampton District.—An
nual District meeting, Jan. 8th. Service in St. 
Mary’s Chantry 4.15. Tea in Chantry Hall at
5 p.m., followed by business meeting. Ringing 
a t St. Michael’s 2.30 to 4 and after meeting. 
Names for tea, by Jan. 4th, to M. J. Butler, 8, 
St. Peter's Road, Southampton. 5599

MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD. — Annual 
meeting, Burton, All Saints’. Saturday, Jan, 
15th. Bells 2.30. Tea in All Saints’ School
room 4.45, followed by meeting. Parish Church 
bells available after meeting. All ringers wel
come.—J. W. Cotton. Overseale 264. 5591 

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION — 
North Norfolk Branch.—The annual general 
meeting will be held at Wymondham on Satur
day, Jan. 15th. Bells (8) from 2.30. Service
4.15. Tea in Vicarage Room at 5 p.m. fol
lowed by business meeting. Names or numbers 
for tea must be sent on or before Wednesday, 
Jan. 12th, to H. Tooke, 11, Long Row, The 
Lizard, Wymondham, Norfolk. 5596

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. — 
Kettering Branch.—The annual general meeting 
will be held at Kettering (10) on Saturday, Jan. 
15th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea and 
meeting 5.15. Tea will be free to current 
Branch members. Names for tea, not later than 
Tuesday previous, to D. Haynes, 5, London 
Road, Kettering. 5588

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND 
YOUTHS.—Annual general meeting at St. Mar- 
tin-in-the-Fields. Saturday, January 15th. Bells 
available: St. Giles', Cripplegate (City) (12), 
2.30-4 o .m .; St. Martin-in-the-Fields 3.30-5 
p.m. Tea 5 p.m., St. M artin’s Canteen, fol
lowed by meeting in Vestry Hall. Names for 
tea, by Tuesday, Jan. l lth , please, to Mrs. C. 
J. Matthews, 177, Engadine Street, Southfields,
S.W.18.—P. N. Bond, Hon. Sec. 5526

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — 
Northern Branch.—Quarterly meeting, Cradley, 
Saturday, Jan. 15th, 3 p.m. Service 4.15 p.m. 
followed by tea and business.—Bernard C. Ash
ford, Sec., Bowling Green Lane, Stourbridge.

5602

GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS. — 
South-West Branch.—The annual meeting will 
be held at Litton on Jan. 22nd. Names for tea, 
by Jan. 17th, to T. G. Myers, 79, Regent Street, 
Plymouth. 5548

LADIES’ GUILD.—Kent Branch.—Im portant 
Preliminary Notice.—The annual general meet
ing of the Kent Branch will be held at Canter- 
ibury Cathedral on Jan. 22nd, Ringing to 
commence at 2 p.m. and Evensong at 3.15 p.m. 
Tea 4.30. Names, by Jan. 15th, please, to M r.
B. Luck, 20, Beaconsfield Road, Canterbury. All 
ladies welcome, gentlemen cordially invited.— 
Jill Haffenden, Hon. Sec. 5585

H O N ITO N . D EV O N .—On Dec. 19th, a t St. M ichael's 
Church, 1,260 G randsire D o u b le s : C. W ebb 1. C. 
M anley 2, A. H odge 3. W . Sparks 4, W . W ebb (cond.)
5, B. Tozer 6. F o r m orning service.

H U T TO N , ESSEX.—O n Dec. 12th, 1,260 D oubles 
(G randsire, Plain Bob and All S a in ts): M. Baker 1. 
G wenda A. Davies 2, W . G . W right 3, C . E. H ill 4,
B. E. Shedell (cond.) 5. R ung fo r Evensong and  as 
a  farewell to  Gwenda A. Davis, who is leaving the 
district.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  3 8 7 2 5 6 1 4
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7  3 8 2 7 6 5 4 1
1 2 3 4  68 5 7  8 3 7 2 5 6 1 4
2 1 4 3 8*67 5 3 8 7 5 2 1 6 4
2 4 1 8 3  6 5 7  8 3 5 7 1 2 4 6
4 2 8 1 6 3 7 5  8 3 7 5 2 1 6 4
4 2 1 8 3 6 5 7  3 8 5 7 1 2 4 6
2 4 8 1 6 3 7 5  3 5 8 1 7 2 6 4
2 8 4 6 1 3 5 7  5 3 1 8 2 7 4 6
8 2 6 4 3 1 7 5  5 3 8 1 7 2 6 4
8 2 4 6 1 3 5 7  3 5 1 8 2 7 4 6
2 8 6 4 3  1 7 5  3 1 5 2 8 7 6 4
8 2 6 3 4 7 1 5  1 3 2  5 7 8 4 6
2 8  3 6 7 4 5  1 3 1 52  7 4  8 6
2 8 6 3 4 7 1 5  1 3 2 5 4 7 6 8
8 2 3 6 7 4 5 1  13 5 2 7 4 8 6  
8 3 2 7 6 5 4  1 

Rung a t Birmingham Cathedral, Oct. 7th, 1954.

STREATHAM, S.W .—A t Imm anuel Church, on  Dec. 
12th, 1,280 P lain Bob M ajor : Miss E. W ooldridge 
(first quarter o t M aior) 1, Miss J. Clements 2, D . 
W oodham s 3, J. Euston 4, G. Parsons 5, C. N ichols 6, 
R . Story 7, E. T albo t 8.

WALMER, KENT.— O n Dec. 19th, 1,260 Grandsire 
Triples : F. A. Rye 1, Mrs. F . W . Lawrence 2, Miss 
A. V ine 3, A. C. Rye 4, P. J. Rye 5, J. F . Penfold
6, F . W . Lawrence (cond.) 7, H . E. A xon 8. Rung 
for carol service, also a 63rd birthday com plim ent to
H. E. Axon.

MAKERS of FIN E  QUALITY GOODS 
FOR OVER 200 YEARS

F or your

Bell Ropes & Church Flags
write to

JOSEPH BRYANT LIMITED
*5, OLD MARKET ST., BRISTOL 2

Tel. 24026.
Y our enquiries will be welcomed.

PUBLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

s. d.
ON C O N D U C T IN G ...................1 0
COLLECTION OF P L A I N  

MAJOR METHODS . .  . . 3  6 
COLLECTION OF COMPOSI

TIONS (MAJOR) ...................3 0
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & 

MINOR METHODS (Out of 
print)

FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR
METHODS ...........................  6

CHANGE RINGING ON HAND
BELLS ................................... 2 6

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise Major , .  6
Double Norwich ..................  6
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 6 
Bristol Surprise M ajor . . . .  6 

HINTS TO BEGINNERS . . . .  6 
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. 1 0 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

W ITH  C P A R S
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

OF BELLS, etc. (Out of print) 
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  6 
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or C om pany.. 6 
VILLAGE BELLS (New Edition) 1 2 
METHODS COM M ITTEE’S RE

PORT QN EXTENSION . . 1 0

Post free from 
MISS P. J. AYRIS,

10, Sherwood Close, Launton, Bicester, 
Oxon.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CH IM IN G  ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS 

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Reprinted 1952 

FOR ALL LEARNERS 
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4 /6  : : 4 to 6 bells 2/6 
Postage included 

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell, 
Poleshill Cottage, Langford Budville, 

Wellington, Somerset

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE AND CLOCK ROPE MANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick's, Manchester, 

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

MUFFLERS ::  RINGING MATS :: MATTING :: FLAG LINES :: ETC ETC.

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

• ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pages; 
3 1 -

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130 
pages; 3/4 

‘ STEDMAN,’ by J. A. Trollope; 150 
pages; 2/10 

STANDARD METHODS,’ 12th edition. 
Letterpress 1954 reprint 3 /- . Dia
grams 2/6 

‘ TREBLE BOB.’ Out of print, being 
rewritten.

‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10

All post free on receipt of postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

WILLIAM POTTS & SONS, LTD. BANKFIELD TCRRACE. LEEDS, 4

Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

And 9, Adelpbi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1
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