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The Popularity of Bells
Evidence of the affection with which Church bells are 

held by the public reached us from an unexpected source 
last week. The B.B.C. have a Listeners’ Research De­
partment which makes exhaustive enquiries as to the 
tastes and desires of the public in regard to their wireless 
programme. Subject of a special enquiry was the Christ­
mas Day broadcast, and the following, ascertained 
from that cross-section of the public so frequently re­
ferred to as the ‘ Man in the Street,’ is indeed a high 
compliment to bells.

Of the listening community who replied to the ques­
tionnaire, the King’s speech was placed first with 58 per 
cent.; second was the Christmas bells, with 30 per cent.; 
and then followed 1 p.m. News, 21; Kentucky Minstrels, 
15; Carols, 11; 8 a.m. News, 10; B.B.C. Symphony at 
11 a.m., 3 per cent. It might well be argued that circum­
stances are special on Christmas Day, but the high per­
centage of listeners who enjoyed the ringing broadcasts 
denotes that the music of the bells still commands the 
attention of the public.

In the light of these figures it might be assumed that 
the rec'ording of bells will be more frequent. The time 
has arrived when a closer understanding should be 
reached between the officials of the different Regions of 
the B.B.C. and the Central Council of Church Bell- 
ringers. A statement was made at the Norwich Council 
meeting of preliminary negotiations and discussions in 
one Region. At the present time selection seems rather 
an haphazard affair, although the B.B.C. on their part 
have precautionary tests of the recordings. According to 
information which reached this office two towers were 
selected last Christmas : East Hagbourne, North Berks, 
for the overseas listeners, and Allesley Parish Church, 
Warwickshire, which was heard on the Midland Regional 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Both these towers 
contributed to the programme what might be called typi­
cal village bells and did well.

Ringers take a legitimate pride when their own bells 
are broadcast; in the case of the writer’s own tower 
meticulous care was observed to ensure good striking. 
What the Exercise is anxious about is that the standard 
of ringing is good and that the towers selected 
are musical rings. The vast network of information 
available to the Central Council would readily be placed 
at the disposal of the B.B.C. if an appropriate liaison was 
established. The Exercise is proud of the bells of these 
isles; the people of this land have been accustomed to
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Church bells and, as the B.B.C. questionnaire shows, 
they are still listened to with affection.

In the ranks of radio listeners are to be found hundreds 
of ringers, as letters to the Editor have indicated. W e  
would specially ask conductors when they have given a 
recording or are to appear in a programme to let the 
Editor know as early as possible. W e are only too 
anxious to give publicity to such occasions; they should 
be recorded in ‘ The Ringing W orld,’ and readers should 
be given an opportunity of listening-in to these broad­
casts, which are almost of 100 per cent, interest to the 
Exercise. To the technical ear of the ringer there are a 
number of finer points about such broadcasts which would 
be missed by the average listener. There is not a broad­
cast of bells which does not bring back memories to some 
ringer, and among many peal ringers the knowledge of 
bells is unique. If discussions take place between the 
Council and the B.B.C. on ringing generally, we trust 
that this question of advanced publicity of bells will be 
raised. Some of the best broadcasts of bells have been 
incorporated in the overseas programme, and to our 
knowledge there are many of our readers who desire in­
formation as to wavelengths of such events.

Lastly, ringers as a body are grateful to the B.B.C. for 
the outstanding honour conferred on the Exercise when 
Bow bells were selected for the interval signal. While 
perhaps to the Cockney these bells have a special appeal, 
nevertheless the country has grown accustomed to the 
rhythmic beauty of this recording. It is the sincere hope 
that such a sound signal which is traditionally English 
will be maintained. Many have found courage and in­
spiration in the hallowed message of Bow bells apart from 
the legendary association with Dick Whittington.

WORSLEY, LANCASHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sal., Feb. i ,  1947, in 3 Hours and 31 Minutes,
A t the  Church of St . M ark ,

A P E A L  O F  O X F O R D  T R E B L E  B O B R O Y A L ,  5000 C H A N G E S ;  
Tenor 24 cwt.

t B asil J ones ............Treble
♦Alan A . P otts ............ 2
John  W orth  ............ 3

♦James S. W ebb ............ 4-
♦George  L edsham  ... 5 
Com posed by  G. L in d o ff .

+ E ric  J. G ilb e r t  ...........  t
Joseph  W hittaker ... 7
Peter L aflin ............ 8

♦Thomas R ogers ............ 9
♦Ralph G . E d w a rd s  ...Tenor 

Conducted by J o h n  W o rth .

TEN BELL PEALS
SOLIHULL, BIRMINGHAM.

THE ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM.

On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours and 15 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u rch  of S t. A lp h eg e ,

A PEAL OF YORKSHIRE SURPRISE ROYAL, 5040 CHANCES; 
Tenor 21 cwt.

H erbert C. Spencer ... 6 
W ilfred  W illiams ... 7
John  S. M ason  ............ 8
Joh n  P infold  ............ 9
George  E. F e a r n ............Tenor

Conducted by J. E. Caw ser .

Edgar  C. Shepherd  ...Treble 
H enry H . F earn ... ... 2
A lbert W alker ............ 3
G. W illiam  C ritchley. .. 4 .
J. E d w a r d  Caw ser  . .. 5 
Composed b y  G abriel L in d o ff .

The conductor’s first peal o f Yorkshire Royal.
APPLETON, BERKSHIRE.

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. i ,  1947, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes, 

A t  the Church of St . L aw rence,
A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  C A T E R S ,  5043 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 14J cwt.
W alter F . Judge............Treble
F redk . A. H . W ilkin s  2 

♦Lucile M . H ubbert ... 3 
+E d w in  G. M oore ... 4
W illiam  Judge ............  5

ComDosed by  G. L in d o f i.

W illiam  C . P orter . 
N eil I. A llnatt ... . 
P h ilip  A . C orby ... . 
R ichard  W hite  . . .  . 
F rancis A . W hite 

Conducted b y  W alter F.
*  First peal of Caters, t  First peal on ten bells.

• 9
..Tenor
J u d g e .

* First peal o f Oxford Royal, t First peal on ten oells.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
LINCOLN.

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
(Northern Branch.)

On M on., Jan. 20, 1947, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u rch  o f  S t. G ile s ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S .  5040 C H A N G E S ;  
Parker’s Twelve-part, 7th observation. Tenor 18 cwt. 21 lb. in  E.
♦M rs . F . M eih am  ...Treble

Jack L . M illhouse . . .  2
M iss Jean M etham . .. 3

+ A rcher T . L ow m an  ... 4

N oel E . Chambers 
K enneth W . M ayer ... 6 
H arold M arcon ... ... 7 
Cyril W ard ...........Tenor

Conducted b y  Jack L. M illhouse.
♦ First peal. t  First peal o f Triples. Rung half-muffled. In 

memoriam Rupert Richardson.
MOORSIDE, LANCASHIRE.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Jan. 2 1 , 1947, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,

A t  the  C hurch of St . T hom as ,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANCES; 

Tenor 18 cwt. 18 lb.
F rank L aw ton  ............Treble
M ary D are ..................... 2
E ileen B asto w  ............  3
H arold  A rmstead ... 4

G e r a l d  D a r e  
S t e p h e n  L .  P a r r y  
F  RED DUNKERLEY 
ISAAC GARTSIDE

5
6
7

...Tenor
Composed by S ir A. P. H eyw o o d . Conducted by F. D unkebley, 

In memoriam to Canon Mackintosh. First peal in the method by a 
local band for the Rochdale Branch.

HANDSWORTH, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

(Sheffield District Society.)
On Wednesday, Jan. 22, 1947, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes, 

A t the Church of St. M arV,
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB M A J O R ,  5088 C H A N G E S )  

Tenor 12 cwt. in F sharp.
E. D orice K e l l y ............Treble
F rederick Cardw ell ... 2 
Jack G. B rothw ell ... 3 

♦Gordon  C . B riggs ... 4 
Com posed b y  T. B. W orsley.

John  H . B roth w ell  ... 5
H arold  T aylor ............ 6
N orman Chaddock  ... 7 
John  J. L . G ilbert ...Tenor 

Conducted b y  J. J. L . G ilbert.
♦ First peal in the method. First in the method as oonductor. In 

memoriam, Rupert Richardson, and a'-so George Thorpe, member of 
Dore company, who was killed in an accident on January 18th.

BRIDGEND, GLAMORGANSHIRE.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION 

On W ed., Jan. 22, 1947, in 2 Hours and 59 Minutes,
A t  th e  C hu rch  of St. I l l t y d ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE CRAN1SIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANCES; 
Tenor 16 cwt.

Alfred  W . H eath... 
A lbert J. P itman 
A lfred H annington  
Charles H . P erry

..Treble
2

3
4

Robert E . Coles ............  5
T revo r  M . R oderick  . . .  6
Ernest Stitch ............  7

I W illiam  T. P e t t y ........... Tenor
Composed by D r . A. W. C arpenter. Conducted by A. J. P i t m a n .

First peal in the method for all, on the bells and for the associa­
tion ; also the first peal in th» method rung in Wales. A. W . Heath 
has now completed the circle in this tower.

C H U R C H  &  T U R R E T  C L O C K S
New Installations •  Repairs •  Maintenance

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN 8 MITH & 80N, Midland Clock W c  ks DERRY, Ltd.
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SPALDING, LINCOLNSHIRE 
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thurs., Jan. 23, 1947, in 3 Hours and 18 Minutes,
A t the Church ' of SS. M ary & N icolas,

A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B OB  M A J O R ,  5088 C H A N G E S ;  
Tenor 16 cwt.

Stanley E. Bennett ...Treble
♦John E. A llen ............ 2

N e vil  H ollingw orth  3 
Cyril W ander ............ 4

A rthur J. F arr  ............  5
G eorge W . M ills ... 6 
H arold  Barsley ...  7
John  G . A mes ............Tenor
Conducted by John  G. A mes.Composed by W. H udson .

* First peal of Major. In memoriam, Rupert Richardson.

SCUNTHORPE, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thurs., Jan. 23, 1947, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
A t  the Church of St . John  the E vangelist,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  
Parker’s Twelve-part (7th observation). Tenor i8j  cwt.

G eorge W . M oody 
P h ilip A. B arnes
Jack Bray ..........
F red L acey ..........

••• S 
. . .  6 
... 7 
...Tenqr

M rs . Joyce F inn  ............Treble
F rank L ord  ....................  2
Arthur T omlinson - ... 3 
George T hompson  ... 4

Conducted by Jack B ray.
In memoriam, Rupert Richardson.

ERITH, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On F ri., Jan. 24, 1947, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes,
A t the Church of St . Joh n -the-B aptist,

A P E A L  O F  E A R D L E Y  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R ,  5024 C H A N G E S ;  
Tenor 15 cwt.

F rederick A . C oley ...Treble 
Ed w in  A . Barnett ...  2
James B ennett ............ 3
Geoffrey V. M urphy ... 4

H arry H overd  ............ 5
H erbert E. A udsley ... 6 
F rederick  J. Cullum ... 7
P h ilip  A . C orby ............Tenor

Conducted by  F. J. Cullum.Composed by A. G. D riv er .
First peal ever rung in the method.

BOLTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Jan. 24, 1947, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes, 
A t the Church of the H oly T rinity .

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
T enor 17J cwt. in  E. 

P ercy H. D erbyshire... 5 
P eter Cro o k , sen. ... 6 
A rthur T omlinson ... 7 
R ichard B enson ............Tenor

Thurstans’ Four-part.
John  T . G artside ...Treble 

♦Fredk . R ichard H arris 2
E d w ard  I ddon  ............ 3
A lbert M orley ............ 4

Conducted by A rthur T o m linson .
♦ Firet peal of Triples.

FAREHAM, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On F ri., Jan. 24, 1947, in 3 Hours,
A t  the Church of SS. P eter & P aul,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANCES; 
Tenor 14 cwt.

A lfred M ears ............Treble
♦Philip H . Sp e c k ...........  2

A ubrey D . M ills ... 3 
H arold  A. N obes ... 4

John  S. W a l t o n ............ 5
E d w in  S. Smith  ... .. 6
John  H. H unt .............. 7
F rederick W . B urnett Tenor

Composed by S. H . W o o d . Conducted by F red k . W . Burnett. 
♦ First peal in the method.

OUEENSBURY, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On F ri., Jan. 24, 1947, in  3 Hours and 1 Minute,
A t the  C hurch of H oly T rinity ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANCES) 
Tenor 14$ cwt.

H arry W ild  .................... Treble
W. W . W olstencroft... 2 
V ernon B ottomi.ey . . .  3 
G erald M . D a r e ............ 4

F red D unkerley ... 
Albert V. P ickles... 
W illiam  A mbler ... 
I saac G artside

— 5 
. ..  6 
... 7 
...Tenor

Composed by Charles W . R oberts. C onducted b y  Wm. A mbler.

MAULDEN, BFDS.—On Jan. 22nd, 1,260 Bob Minor: Ivor Herman 
(fir«t quarter of Minor) 1, R. J. Sham 2, M. J. Lockey (first quarter 
inside) 3. Tom Harris 4, A. C. Sinfield 5, C. E. Jeffries (oonductor) t>.

ELSTOW. BEDS.—1.440 of Sol:ced Treble Bob and Surprise Minor, 
being 720 of Morning Star, College Exercise and Norburv Treble Bob, 
and 720 of Surfleet, Beverley and Durham Surprise Minor: Brian 
Sims 1, R. J. Sham 2, C. H. Harding 3, R. J. Houghton 4, A. C. 
Sinfield 5, C. E. Jeffries (conductor) 6.

STRATTON ST. MARGARET, WILTS.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours and 9 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u rch  of S t. M a rg a ret,

A P E A L  O F  B O B M A J O R ,  5056 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor 8 cwt.

C has. J. Gardner ...Treble 
T homas M oulden ... 2 
A rthur H . H olliday... 3 
M argaret E. R ichards 4

♦Henry A ustin ............
1"I v o r  H . Trueman 
W illia m  A. T . C a rte r
W alter H. T rueman ...Tenor 

Composed by J. R. P ritchard . Conducted by W . H. T rueman.
♦ First peal of Major, t  First peal of Major ‘ inside.’ Rung to 

celebrate the wedding of Austen A. Bailey and Joyce, eldest daughter 
of H. E. Wildern, churchwarden.

ST. IVES, HUNTS 
THE CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours and r2 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u rch  of A l l  Saints,

A P E A L  O F  B OB  M A J O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor 12 cwt.

J. H . H ayw ard  (Christ’s) 5 - 
R. L eigh  (St. Cath’s) ... 6 
E. J. L indley (Trinity) 7 
R. F. B. Steed (Caius)...7V «0r

Conducted by E. J. L in pley .

♦J B. R ow sell (Jesus) Treble 
+ K. S. B. Croft (St.

John’s) ...................  2
L ord  W renbury (K ing ’ s) 3 
J. F. M oor  (K ing ’s) ... 4 

Composed by  B enjamin A nnable.
* First peal, t First peal in the method on tower bells. First 

peal as conductor.
FLIXTON, LANCASHIRE.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes,

A t the Church of St . M ichael,
A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

J W. Parker’s O dd Bob Five-part. Tenor 74!  cwt.
Arthur L intott ............Treble
G eorge H esketh ............ 2
G eorge  R. N ew ton  ... 3 
D av id  V incent .. . . . .  4

Thomas W . H esketh 
E d w in  C. B irkett ... 6 
P ercival W . C ave ... 7 
F rederick  S. A lm ond  ...Tenor

Conducted by P ercival W . Cav e .
TJFFORD, SUFFOLK.

THE SUFFOLK GUILD.
On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours and 12 Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u rch  of S t. M a ry -th e -V irg in ,
A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

T en or 13 cw t. 1 qr. 8 lb. in  F . 
George W ightman  ... 5 
F rank  L . F isher  ... ... 6
L eslie  G. B rett ...........  7
Charles W . B eecroft ...Tenor

Thurstans’ Four-part.
L eslie C. • W ightman  ...Treble 
W illoughby E. M aulden 2
Sylvia  R. E. P i p e ............ 3
W illiam  W ightman  ... 4

Conducted b y  L. G. B rett.
In memoriam, Rupert Richardson.

ADLINGTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes, 
At  the  C hurch of St . P aul,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  
Thurstans’ Four-part.

♦James Blackburn 
John  Jackson 

♦Kenneth H all 
John  B ooth  ...

♦Cyril C rossthw aite  ...Treble
♦Thomas B arker ............ 2

James W. G rounds ... 3 
E. R oger  M artin  4

Conducted by E. R . M artin .
♦ First peal in the method.

LONDON.
THE LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND NORTH 

SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours and 17 Minutes, 

A t the  C hurch of St. M ary, L ambeth, S.E.,
A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 C HANC ZS: 

Tenor 18 cwt.

... 7 
...Tenor

♦Squire C roft ............Treble
T homas H. T affender 2 

♦Charles W . Ottley . .. 3 
♦Thomas W . T affendf.r 4

A lfred  P rior  ............ 5
E rnest W . F urbank ... 6
James Bullock ............  7
E d w a r d  D. Smith  ...Tenor

Composed by John  C arter . ‘ Conducted by T . W . T affender. 
*  First peal of Superlative Surprise Majoi._________________________

BADGEWORTH, GLOS.—On Jan. 17th, at Holy Trinity Church, 
1,260 Doubles (240 Stedman, 360 Ariril Day, 480 Plain Boh and 180 
Grandsire): W. Woodyatt 1, W. Oakey 2, C. Rouse 3, M. Clifford 
(conductor) 4, N. Davis 5, A. Newman 6.
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STAINES, MIDDLESEX.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 

DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours and. 5 Minutes,

A t the Church of St . M ary,
A P E A L  O F  B OB  M A J O R .  S0S6 C H A N G E S ;

Tenor 18 cwt.
♦Sidney Saban ... ...Treble 
W alter Sparrow  ... 2 
F rank E. H aw thorne  3 
F rancis D . B ishop ... 4 

Composed by J. R. P ritchard . 
* First eight-bell peal.

W illiam  W elling ... 5 
H . W illiam  Barrett ... 6 
R ichard  E . P rice .. 7
T on y  P r ic e  .................... Ttnor

Conducted by T ony P rice.

SUTTON-ON-TRENT, NOTTS.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes, 
A t the  Church of A ll Saints ,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor 12J cwt. (approx.). 

T homas H . F rancis ... 5 
J. F rederick M ilner ... 6 
A rthur J. Chamberlain 7 
W alter N ichols ........... Tenor

Dexter’s Variation.
Miss K ath . B urchnall Treble 
M iss G race Burchnall 2 
George E . F oster ... 3 

* N athaniel T . M oxo n ... 4
Conducted by J. F . M ilner .

*  First peal of Stedman. In memoriam, Rupert Richardson.
CARBIS BAY, CORNWALL.

THE TRURO DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes,

A t the  Church of St . A nta and A ll Saints,
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  

Parker’s Twelve-part (7th Observation).  ̂ Tenor 9J cwt.
R e v . A . S. R oberts ...Treble
H arry M iie s  ............  2
E. L eonard  T aylor . .. 3 
Cyril  E. L anxon  ... 4

M rs . A . S. R obf.rts ... 5 
♦W illiam  J. Sanders ... 6
+A i .an C arveth  ............  7
Ed w ard  Sa n d e r s ...........Tenor

Conducted by R e v . A. S. R oberts.
* First peal o f Triples ‘ inside.’ t  First peal on eight bells. First 

peal o f Triples oil the hells.
SHOREHAM-BY-SEA, SUSSEX.

THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours,

A t th e  C h u rch  o f  St. M ary,
A P E A L  O F  C A M B R I D G E  S U R P R I S E  M AJ O R, 5056 C H A N G E S  ;

Tenor 14 cwt.. 
...Treble F rank  Bennett ............ 5

2 H enry Stalham ............ 6
3 F rederick P age . . .  ... 7
4 F re d e r ick  W. B u rn ett  Tenor

Middleton’s.
♦Frank  H ow e  
John  H . H unt 
R obert P ridgeon  
A lbert W . B ond

Conducted by F rank  B ennett.
*  First peal in a Treble Bob method.

GUILDFORD, SURREY 
THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 H ours and 15 Minutes, 
A t the C athedral Church of the H oly T rinity ,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S :
Pitstow’ s Variation.
T homas W. T om linson  Treble
P eter F . D avy ............ 2
W illiam J. R obinson  ... 3 
A lfred H . P ulling ... 4

Tenor 23 cwt. 3 qr. 9 lb. in D.
R onald J. C. H agley 
Clarence H . D obbie 
H arold A. M ay ... 
T. M ark W hite

Conducted by A. H . P ulling.

... 5 

. . .  6 

... 7 
...Tenor

CARRICKFERGUS, NORTHERN IRELAND. 
THE IRISH ASSOCIATION.

(Northern Branch.)
On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes 

A t the Church of St . N icholas,
A P E A L  O F  BOB M AJ OR ,  5056 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 13 cwt. 2 qr. 16 lb
W illiam  P ratt ...........Treble
John  P almer ...........  2

♦N at. Savage ...........  3
♦James E dgar  ... ... 4 
Comoosed bv F. Bennett.

James R ush ............
♦Fred E . D ukes 
♦John  T . D unwoody 

H arry B r o w n

5
6
7

...T  enor
Conducted by  H . B r o w n . 

First peal of Major. First peaJ of Bob Maior as conductor. A 
birthday compliment to tlie ringer of the 5th and also for that of his 
daughter.

ACTON, MIDDLESEX. — On Sunday, Jan. 19th, 1,280 Yorkshire

MONKEN HADLEY, MIDDLESEX.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 

DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 H ours,

A t the Church of St . M ary-the-V irg in ,
A P E A L  O F  B O B M A J O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Tenor 11 cwt.
John  W . L angley ...Treble 

♦M iss  P auline Jackson 2 
M r s . T . J. L ock ... 3 
F rederick A . B arker 4 

Composed by H . H o w lett .

H erbert S. A rbin 
Thomas J. L ock 
T homas B evan 
Charles W . W ard

: %
■ 7
Tenor

Conducted by T . J. L ock.
*  First peal. First peal in the method as oonductor.

LYMM, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 3 Hours and 30 Minutes,
A t the  Church of St . M ary,

A P E A L  O F  L O N D O N  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R ,  5024 C H A N G E S ;  
Tenor 29 cwt. 3 qr. 8 lb.

Cyril V alentine ............ 5
W alter A lman ............ 6
G eorge H. R andles

Cecil R addon  
N orah  M. B ibby 
John  E. Best 
John  E. B ibby

...Treble
2
3
4

Composed by II. L a w  James.

7
P ercy Sw indley  ............Tenor
Conducted by John  E. B ibby.

EDMONTON, LONDON.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 

DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sun., Jan. 26, 1947, in 2 Hours and 55 M inutes,

A t  the Church of A ll Saints ,
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  

Parker’s Twelve-part (7th Observation). Tenor 17!  cwt.
♦Margaret F . E mere ...Treble 

V ictor R . W oodards 2 
P h ilip  J. C ow ard  ...  3 
E ric A . D ench ............ 4

♦ First peal.
Conducted by E ric A. D ench .

Alfred  H ouse 
D ennis H . L angdon  ... 6 
Charles W . R oberts ... 7 
W . D ouglas Smith  Tenor

CHILVERS COTON, WARWICKSHIRE.
THE COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On M on., Jan. 27, 1947, in 2 Hours and 44 Minutes,
A t the Church of A ll  Saints,

A P E A L  O F  C A M B R I D G E  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R ,  5056 C H A N G E S ;  
Johnson’s Variation. Tenor : 31 cwt.
♦M iss M. Beamish  ...Treble John  G ibbons ............ 5
John  E. S. M oreton ... 2 James F . Clarke ... 6
James D raycott 
M r s . D . E. Beamish ...

A rthur H . Beamish  
L eonard  T revor  ...

. .. 7 
...Tenor

Conducted by L . T revo r .
♦ First peal of Major. First peal of Cambridge Major by the local 

band.
FRODSHAM, CHESHIRE.

THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On F ri., Jan. 31, 1947, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,

A t the Church of St . L awrence ,
A P E A L  O F  B R I S T O L  S U R P R I S E  M AJ O R,  5088 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 124 cwt.
♦John  O rme ...
+James S. W ebb 
N orah  M. Bibby 
John  E. B ibby 

Comnosed by C. H . H attersley.

...Treble
2

— 3 
4

C yril V alentine ............ 5
W alter A lman ............ 6
George H . R andles . . .  7
F rancis B ibby ...........Tenor
Conducted by J oh n  E . B ibby.

* First peal o f Surprise, t  First peal of Bristol.

BEXHILL-ON-SEA, SUSSEX 
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. 

(Eastern Division.)
On Sat., Feb. 1 , 1947, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes. 

A t  th e  C h u rch  o f  SS. P e te r  & Paul,
A P E A L  O F  B O B MA J O R,  5056 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 12J cwt. in F sharp.
R obert W . R . P ercy ...Treble ~
M r s . Betty P ercy ... 2

♦Beryl R. C o w lin  
A rthur F. L ew ry  

Comnosed bv C. H . M artin 
♦ First peal.

R ev . P. 1. B o u ls o v e r  5 
J oh n  A . D o w n in g  ... 6 
Wm. A . K itch e n s id e  .. .  7
F rank H . H icks ............Tenor

Conducted by F rank  H . H ic k s .

SITTINGBOURNE, KENT.—On Jan. 19th, 1,280 Kent Treb'e Bob
Surprise Major: K. L. Brown 1, J. C Birt 2. L. H Bowler 3. J. E. M ajor: T. E. Tflvlor 1. Mrs'. T. Ciilliiifrworth 2. R  E Constant 3, 
Lewis Cockev 4 A. Cutler 5, D. K. Judd 6, F. A. Finch 7, E. C. S. | W. W. Ring 4. G. A. Navlor 5, F. J. Cheal 6 , T Cullineworth (c«n 
Turner (conductor) 8. 1 J—A- - ' "  ~  T ^  & vductor) 7, G. J. Butcher 8.
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IRCHESTER. NORTHANTS 
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sal., Feb. i , 1947, in 3 Hours and 13 Minutes, 
A t  the  C hurch of St . K atherine ,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Hey w ood ’s T ransposition. 

Burley P. M orris  ...Treble 
W illiam J. W h itm ore ... 2 

♦Ernest E. W h itm ore ... 3 
W alter C opperw heat. .. 4

T enor 21 cwt. 1 qr. 20 lb. 
H arry R ichardson  . . .  5 
Bernard J. Saddington  6
G eorge  Care ............ 7
G eoffrey E. W atson ...Tenor

C onducted b y  G eorge C arf..
* Krst peal in the method. First peal in the method as conductor.

HARPENDEN, HERTS.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 1, 1947, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes,
A t the L hurch of St . N icholas,

A P E A L  O F  S T E O M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Thurstans’ Four-part.

H . E . C. G oodenough Treble 
♦Leslie T. H ansell ... 2 

Charles F. Sayer . . .  3 
A rthur D ay ............  4

T enor 15 cwt. 
fTHOMAS J. SOUTHAM ... 5

D enis A . Ba y l e s ............ 6
♦W illiam J. A rnold  ... 7 
{ F rederick C. Jacklin Tenor

Conducted b y  W illiam J. A rn old .
♦ First peal of Stedman Triples, t  First peal of Triples and in the 

method. { First peal. First peal as oonductor.
PENHURST, KENT.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat.. Feb. 1, 1947, in 3 Hours and 11 Minutes,

A t  the Church of St . Jo h n -the-B aptist,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB ROYAL, 5040 CHANCES;  

Tenor 18 cwt. in E flat.
A lfred  W . D urham ...  5 
R eginald E. L ambert...  6 
T homas E. Sone ... 7 
R obert T . L ambert ...Tenor 

Conducted by T homas E. Sone.

Bernard V. Collison  Treble 
♦Doris  E . C olgate ... 2
R obert Collins ............ 3
Ernest J. D add  ...........  4

Com posed by  J. W . P arker .>y .
* First peal in the method. Birthday peal for Mrs. A. W . Durham.

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 1 , 1947, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . P e ie r ,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Heywood’s Variation.

W. W. W olstencroft Treble
M ary W alshaw  ...........  2
F rank Barraclough . .. ' 3  

♦John  B arker ............  4

T en or 20 cwt.
+ R onald E dw ards  
A lbert F ord 
H erbert L udkin  ... 

+V ernon T urner ...

— S 
. . .  6 
... 7 
...Tenor

Conducted by H . L udkin .
*  First peal, t  First peal of Stedman. Rung with the bells muffled 

as a token of respect to Ted Shaw, of Oldham, Lancashire’s oldest 
ringer, and Jolin Rolls, Ashton’s oldest ringer, both of whom were 
interred during the week.

SOUTHPORT, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 1, 1947, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
A t  P h p t s t  P h i i p p h  

A P E A L  OF L O N D O N  S U R P R I S E  MA J O R,  5088 C H A N G E S ;  
Tenor 10 cwt.

Thom as S. H o r r id g e . . .7>*W^ | C y r il  V a len tin e
N orah M. B i b b y ............ 2
John  E. Bibby ... ... 3 
T homas. W . H am m ond... 4 

Composed by J. W . W a sh b ro o k
*  First peal of London.

EWHURST, SURREY.
THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 1, 1947, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
A t the Church of SS. P eter & P aul,

A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES; 
Tenor 11 cwt.

..Treble I T om P age ..................... 5
2 I E d w ard  J. Charman  . . .  6
3 I F rederick  W . R o g e r s  7
4 | C. E rn e s t  Sm ith ...Tenor 

Composed bv C. H . H atters i.ey . Conducted by F. W . R ogers .
* First peal in the method. First peal of Super.ative on the bells.

-  5
W alter A lman  ............  6
G eorge H . R andles ... 7

♦Joseph R idyard ........... Tenor
Conducted b y  Jo h n  E. B ibby.

♦Eric T. L ee ...
♦George L . G rover  
W illiam  T. Beeson 
E rnest J. M unday

SHEPSHED, LEICS.—On Jan. 19th, 1.264 Little Bob Major-: A. 
Wilson 1, Miss M. Smith 2, E. Walley 3, E. Webster 4, J. W. Bowley 
5, C. W. Hall 6, H. Kirby 7, G. R. Edwards (conductor) 8. First 
quarter in method by all except oonductor.

SIX AND FIVE BELL PEALS
SWINDON, WILTSHIRE.

THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Jan. 18, 1947, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,

A t the Church of St . M ary, R odbourne Cheney,
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Forty-two six-scores, ten callings. Tenor 8 cwt. 7 lb.
♦John  E. M anners ...Treble  T homas I. H olborow  4 

W . B ertram  K ynaston  2 W m . M . G reenaway . .. 5 
M iss  M ercia B ooker ... 3 G eorge F. Capeling  ...Tenor 

Conducted by W . B ertram K ynaston .
♦ First peal (aged 13). A welcome to the new Vicar (the Rev. 

J. R. Hassett).
BURGH, SUFFOLK.

THE SUFFOLK GUILD.
On Sat., Jan. 18, 1947, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,

A t the  Church of SS. B otolph  & A n d r e w ,
A P E A L  O F  B O B M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Seven different extents. Tenor 8 cwt. in A.
L e w is  J. L ast ............Treble

♦Basil O sborne ............ 2
Charles Clarke ... . . .  3

Conducted by Sylvia  R . E. P ipe.
*  First peal. First peal of Bob Minor as conductor.

HATESBURY, WILTSHIRE.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 18, 1947, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute,
A t the Church of SS. P eter & P aul,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N O S I R E  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  
Being 42 six-scores, 10 callings. Tenor 1 ton.

G eorge A. F leming ... 4 
Sylvia R. E. P ipe ... 5 
Cecil W. P ipe ...........Tenor

R e v . B eaumont R ussell Treble
W alter Starr ...........  2
T revor  H ayw ard  ‘ ... 3

Jesse H allett ............ 4
Sealy S. W oodburn . . .  5 
K enneth M edw ay ........... Tenor

Conducted by S. S. W oodburn.
Rung as a compliment to the ringer of the treble on his election 

as chairman of the Bath Branch.
BATHAMPTON, NEAR BATH.

THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Mon., Jan. 20, 1947, in 2 Hours and 21 Minutes,

A t the  Church of St . N icholas,
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  

Being 42 six-scores, 10 callings. Tenor cwt.
♦Arthur Jeynkins ...Treble  I M ichael P ow ell . .. 4 
R aymond C. B rew er ... 2 Sealy S. W oodburn ... 5
George H. C ross  ...  3 ' ♦George P . D y e r ........... Tenor

Conducted by S. S. W oodburn.
* First peal. A welcome home from H.M.F. of the ringers of 1, 2,

3 and 6. Also for the engagement of the ringer of the 2nd. 
WISBOROUGH GREEN, SUSSEX 

THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Thurs., Jan. 23, 1947, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,

A t the  Church of St . P etf.r -ad-V incula,
A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being one extent each of Cambridge Surprise, Oxford and Kent Treble 
Bob' and four different extents of Plain Bob.

W illiam H. E d w ard s  
Cecil R . L onghurst 
E dgar R . R apley ...

...Trt ble E rnest T reagus ... 4
Cecil H. W ood  ...........  5
L eonard Stilw ell  ...Tenor

Conducted by L. Stilw ell .
Rung to welcome the new Vicar, the Rev. Randall Williams. First 

peal of Minor as conductor.
WESTON-ON-THE-GREEN. OXFORDSHIRE 

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
. On F ri., Jan. 24, 1947, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,

A t the Church of  St . M ary,
A P E A L  OF D O U B L E S .  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being four extents each o f Reverse Canterbury Pleasure, St. Simon’s, 
Plain Bob and Grandsire: three extents each of Clifford Pleasure, 
Southrepps Pleasure, St. Nicholas’ , St. Martin’s, Old, Norfolk, April 

Day and Antelope; and two extents of Oxford Bob.
Tenor 8 cwt. 8 lb. in A.

♦Gilbert W r i g h t ...........Treble I Cecil G. C a l c u t t ............  3
H arry P . F l o y d ............ 2 | R e v . C. E liot W igg  ... 4

A lan R . P i n k ................... Tenor
Conducted by A lan  R. P in k .

*1 First peal. First peal in 13 methods by all the band, and the 
first peal on the bells. The greatest number of Doubles methods yet 
rung to a peal by the Guild.

STAINES, MIDDLESEX.—At St. Mary’s on Jan. 19th, 1,260 Grand­
sire Triples : Mrs. Lathbury 1, Miss N. Shorter 2, E. Butler 3, E. 
Armstrong 4, Mr. Lathbury 5, R. Grimwood 6, W. Peck (conductor)
7, J. Greenough 8.
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ASH PRIORS, SOMERSET 
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sal., Jan. 25, 1947, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes, 
A t the C hurch of the H oly T rin ity ,

D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Teiior 12 cwt. 

Reginald G . P erry 
A rthur H . R eed ...
T homas H ancock 

C onducted b y  A rthur H . R eed . 
t  First peal ‘ inside.’

SHIRLEY, WARWICKSHIRE.
THE ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE 

BIRMINGHAM.
On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 2 Hours and 33 Minutes,

A t the Church of St . James,
A P E A L  O F  B O B M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Seven extents. Tenor 6 i  cwt.

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E
Being 42 six-scores, 10 callings. 
♦Gilbert N ewberry ..Treble 
+ W illiam W arren ... 2 
t J ames Cole ....................  3

* First peal.

4
-  5 
...'I enor

OF

♦Edw ard  L edsam ... 
V incent A . H emming 
T homas A bbotts ...

..Treble G eorge B ailey ............ 4
A rthur M o rris  ............ 5
E dw ard  T . L loyd ...Tenor

Conducted by V incent A . H em m ing .
* First peal. First peal as conductor. First peal on the bells by 

the Sunday band.
TICKNALL, DERBYSHIRE.

THE MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.
On ,Sat. , Jan. 25, 1947, in 2 Hours and 44 Minutes,

A t the Church of St . G eorge,
A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being two extents of Oxford Treble Bob, two of Kent Treble Bob, 
two of Oxford Bob and one of Plain Bob.

W alter G. Soar ...Treble 
Joseph W m . C otton ... 2 
A rthur E. R owley ... 3

♦W illiam H . Curson ... 4
T om  J. M a r r io t t ..........  5
Barnabas G . K ey ... ...Tenor

Conducted by A rthur E. R ow ley .
* First peal in four methods. Rung for the centenary of the re­

casting of the bells.
MONTFORD, SHROPSHIRE.

THE SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes,

A t the C hurch of St . Ch a d ,
A P E A L  O F  B OB  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Seven different 720’s. Tenor 12 cwt. (approx.).
W illiam  A . F armer ... 4 
F . H ector B ennett ... 5 
A rthur P ritchard  ...Tenor

♦Fred k . G. Be d d o w  ...Treble 
A. Ed w a r d  R eeves . . .  2
John  F. B utler ............ 3

Conducted by  A rthur P ritch ard .
*  First peal of Minor.

HARDWICKE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t the Church of St . N icholas ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  
Forty-two six-scores, ten callings. Tenor 15 cwt.

T revor  P ritchard 
♦Jean C ow lard  
♦Iline W heatley

..Treble L eslie Barry 
t  P atrick  A llen 
Charles H odges

Conducted b y  L eslie B arry. 
* First peal. + First peal * inside.’

. .. 4 
5

...Tenor

EASTRINGTON, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u rch  o f  S t. M ich a e l,

A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Being two extents of Kent Treble Bob and five extents of Plain Bob. 

Tenor 101 ewt. (approx.).
♦H arold D rake 

J J. T une ... 
R. B. Smith  ...

...Treble t j .  J. T aylor 
W . A . H udson 
L eslie W oodhead

••• S 
..Tenor

Conducted by L eslie W oodhead .
* First peal o f Minor, t  First peal of Minor ‘ inside.’ Rung fol­

lowing the institution and induction of the Rev. Dennis Wilkinson, 
B.D.

KNOWLE, WARWICKSHIRE.
THE COVENTRY DIOOESAN GUILD.

Or: Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
At the C hurch of SS. Jo h n , A nne and L awrence,

A  P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E S .  5040 C H A N G E S ;  
Forty-two six-scores. _  Tenor 10 cwt. (approx.).
W illiam  H . Smith  
Joseph  P rentice 
D a vid  Smith  ..........

...Treble W illiam  H ayes ............  4
John  N . L indon  ............  5
T homas W . C hambers ...Tenor

Conducted by John N . L in d o n .
Birthday compliment to tlie treble ringer, wlio has also completed 

50 years as a ringer at the above church.

EVERTON, NOTTS.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.

(North Notts Branch.)
On Sat., Jan. 25, 1947, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,

A t the Church of the  H oly T rinity,
A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being two 720’s of Oxford and Kent Treble Bob and three 720’s of 
Plain Bob. Tenor 10£ cwt.
F redk . Jackson 
O sw y Street ... 
John  T . Bartram

...Treble H arry M organ 
H arold D enman 
H arry Barnes

... 4
-  5 
...Tenor

Conducted by H arry M organ .
In memoriam to Joseph Swindon, Everton, a founder of the North 

Notts Branch, who was laid to rest on January 14tli.

LYMPSTONE. DEVON.
THE DEVONSHIRE GUILD.

On Tues., Jan. 28, 1947, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
At the Church of the N ativity  of the V irgin  M ary,

A P E A L  O F  BOB M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Being seven different extents of 720. Tenor 12 cwt.

John  Q uick ... . 
♦Reg . C. W oodley 

B rian P idgeon

4
-  5 
...Tenor

♦Sidney H . Seager ...Treble
S idney Skinner  ............ 2

♦John  Carter ............ 3
Conducted by B rian P idgeon .

*  First peal of Minor.
WEEDON BEC, NORTHANTS.

THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 1 , 1947, in 2 Hours and 46 Minutes,

A t the  Church of St . P eter,
A P E A L  O F  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being 10 six-scores each of St. Simon’s, April Day, Plain Bob and 
Grandsire, and 240 Morris’ Arrangement of Grandsire. Tenor 161, cwt. 
♦Ed w a r d  W . E lsigood  Treble ♦Sydney G. O sborne ... 4
♦James H . W ebb ............ 2 E ric N obles ............  5
♦Victor A. P e r r y ............ 3 ♦W illiam  J. E lsigood  ...Tenor

Conducted by E ric  N obles.
*  First peal of Doubles. First o f Doubles in four methods as con­

ductor. Rung for the retirement of the Vicar (the Rev. E. H. 
Roberton).

DUSTON, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
On Mon., Feb. 3, 1947, in 2 Hours and 22 Minutes,

A t  the Church of St . L uke,
A P E A L  O F  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being 12 six-scores of Plain Bob and 30 six-scores of Grandsire. 
Tenor 8 cwt. 1 lb.

Alfred  B eckw ith  ............Treble I P ercy A mos ..................... 3
R eginald F inch ............ 2 | W illiam  R . H ammons ... 4

E rnest M orris  ............Tenor
Conducted by E rnest M o rris .

HANDBELL PEALS
HALE, CHESHIRE.

THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On W ed., Jan. 22, 1947, in 2 Hours and 16 Minutes,

A t 6. Stanw ay D r iv e .
A P E A L  O F  BOB M A J O R ,  5056 C H A N G E S ;

Tenor size 15 in B.
Da v id  V incent ............  1-2 I M iss M argaret L . T utt... 5-6
John  E . B ibby ....................  3-4 | John  W orth  ..................... 7-8
Composed by C. K. L e w is . Conducted by  J. W o rth .

OXFORD.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.

On Sun., Feb. 2 , 1947, in 2 Hours and 5 Minutes,
A t  St . John  Baptist College,

A P E A L  O F  W I N C H E S T E R  BOB M A J O R ,  5184 C H A N G E S ;
W illiam  L . B . L eese . . .  1-2 I John  E . Sp i c e ....................  5-6
Betty Spice ....................  3-4 | W ilfrid  F . M oreton . . .  7-8
Composed by J. W . P arker . Conducted by John  E . Spick.

The first peal in the method by all the band and for the society; 
also the first peal in the method on handbells. Rung to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of the foundation of the society.

OXFORD.
THE UNIVERSITIES’ ASSOCIATION.

On Sun., Feb. 2, 1947, in 2 Hours and 30 Minutes,
I n  L ady M argaret H all,

A P E A L  O F  BOB M A J O R ,  5184 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor size 14 in D.

♦Frances A. E d g a r ........... 1-2 I M arie R. C ross ...........  5-6
D enis N. L ayton ............ 3-4 | R ichard  F . B. Speed .. . 7-8

Composed and Conducted bv R. F. B. Speed .
* First handbell peal.



February 14th, 1947. TH E RINGING W O R LD 33

ALDERSHOT, HANTS. — On Jan. 26th, at
fit. Michael’s, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: C. 
Williamson (first quarter) 1, P. Eldriage (first 
as conductor) 2, W. Denyer 3, K. Williamson
4. R. Clist 5, C. W. Denyer 6, W. H. Viggers
7, H. Williamson 8.

AMESBURY, WILTS.—On Jan. 27th, 1,260 
Grandsire Triples: P. L. Harris 1, L. A. Page
2, H. H. Abrahams 3, P. Anger 4, L. Harris
5, W. A. Theobald 6, P. D. Wenham (con­
ductor) 7, L. A. Tremeer 8. Rung on the 
anniversary o f the dedication of the two 
trebles.

BENINGTON, LINCS.—On Jan. 26th at All 
Saints*, 1,260 Bob Minor: G. Dawson (first 
quarter) 1, A. Pearson 2, W. Houghton 3, H. 
Harper 4, F. P. Harwood (first quarter as 
conductor) 5, E. Barnes 6.

BICKER, LINCS.— On Feb. 4th at St. 
Swithin’s Church, a quarter-peal o f Kent and 
Oxford Treble Bob and Cambridge Surprise 
with the bells half-muff'.ed : R. Howard 1, J. P. 
Morris 2, W. B. Dawson 3, W. G. Short 4,
G. R. Dawson 5, A. H. Bennett (conductor) 6. 
A token o f respect to Frederick Charles Pear­
son, o f Donington, a local ringer, interred 
on the above date.

BREWOOD, STAFFS.—On Jan 23rd, 1,260 
Grandsire Triples: Mrs. F. Dumbell (first 
quarter) 1, G. Warner 2, A. G. Hunt 3, T. 
Reynolds 4, E. E. Speake 5, R. W. Braughton 
(first quarter inside) 6, R. Hawksworth (first 
touch of Triples as oonductor) 7, C. S. 
Dumbo’ l 8.

BRIGHTON, SUSSEX.—oA Feb. 2nd at St. 
Peter’s, 1,260 Stedman Triples: K. Hart 1, 
A. Gravett 2, R. G. Cross (conductor) 3, G. 
Ades 4, A. W . Bond 5, W. O. Hart 6, F. 
Page 7, A. Hobden 8.

BTTRTON-ON-TRENT.—On Jan. 25th at St. 
Paul’s Church, 1,260 Grandsire Trioles : Doreen 
Roden 1, Noreen Brain (first inside) 2, B. W. 
Key (conductor) 3, G. HaTrison 4, S. D. Ainger
5, W. J. Leach 6, G. L. Roden 7, E. J. White
8, L. Chamberlain 9. 8.9 covering. Rung for 
patronal festival.

QUARTER PEALS
CALNE, WILTS.—On Feb. 1st at the Parish 

Church, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: W. Haines 1, 
Miss R. Maundrell 2, H. Parsons 3, F. Walker
4, E. Dixon 5, H. Burry 6, R. Barry (oon­
ductor) 7, A. Saye 8.

CHESTER.—On Jan. 27th at the Church of 
St. Mary-within-the-Walls, 1,344 Marlborough 
Bob M ajor: G. F. Sperring 1, J. Hayes 2, 
J. W. Best 3, J.iSwindley 4, J. W. Griffiths 5, 
J. S. Webb 6, H. O. Baker 7, P. Swind'.ey 
(conductor) 8. First quarter in the method bv
1, 6 and 7.

CROSCOMBE, SOMERSET.—On Jan. 22nd 
at the Church o f St. Mary, 1,260 Grandsire 

«Doubles: H. Collins 1, F. Harvey 2, F. Bird
3, P Hull 4 (first quarter as conductor) 5, G. 
Lawrence 6. Rung for the induction of the 
new Rector (the Rey. J. Bromley).

CHIPSTABLE.—On Feb. 4th at the Church 
of AH Saints, 1,448 Cambridge Surprise Minor: 
Mrs. F. Beer 1, S. Smith 2, C. Tarr 3, H. 
Purchase 4, G. Sparkes 5, E. Quicke (con­
ductor) 6. First quarter-peal of Cambridge by 
all, also on the b^Us.

EAST CROMPTON, LANCS.—On Jan. 26th.
1,260 of Minor, being 36 Plain Bob, 504 Oxford 
Treble Bob and 720 changes of London 
Scholars, Sandal and Kingston Spliced: B. 
Whitehead 1, F. Butterworth 2, R. H. Byrom
3, J. Butterworth (oonductor) 4, E. Harrison 5, 
J. R. Buckley 6 Rung on the 33rd anni­
versary of the 3rd ringer’s wedding day and 
the 4th rineer’s 61st birthday.

EVERSHOT, DORSET.—On Jan. 26th at St. 
Osmund’s Church, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles:
E. T. Groves (first quarter) 1, H. D W. Bishop 
(oonductor) 2, H. Smith 3. Mrs. H. Smith 4,
H. C. R. Vine 5, W. Groves 6 . For the induc­
tion of the Rev. Kelsey as Rector of this 
parish.

HERSHAM. SURREY.—On Jan. 26th. 1.2620 
Grandsire Triples : J. Gill 1, W. Simraonds 2 
and 3, H. Colcombe 4, F. Dodson 5, C. W. R. 
Grimwood 6 , W . Shepherd (conductor) 7, R. 
Clew 8.

GUILDFORD, SURREY.—On Feb. 2nd at S. 
Nicolas’ Church, 1,260 Stedman Triples: F. 
Oldroyd 1, E. A. Etheridge 2, W. R. Morev 3,
E. Lee (first quarter of Stedman) 4, W . Shep­
herd 5, C. E. Smith 6, C. Hazelden (conductor)
7, F. Radford 8.

HATFIELD, HERTS.—On Jan. 26th, 1,264 
Bob M ajor: S. Clarke 1, A. Burgess 2, R. 
Cochrane 3, A. Cull 4, A. White (oonductor) 5,
H. Nobbs 6, D. Prioe 7, J, T. Kentish 8. 

KEMPSEY, WORCS. — At St. Mary-the-
Virgin’s on Jan. 26th, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles :
D. P. Higgins 1, F. J. Cubberley 2, P. Shor- 
land (first inside) 3, G. H. Derrington (first 
inside) 4, E. F. Oubberley (conductor) 5, F. 
Salter 6.

ISLEWORTH, MIDDLESEX.—At All Saints’ 
Cliurch on Feb. 2nd, 1,280 Bob M ajor: E. 
Dodds 1, A. F. Thirst 2, Sheila Harris 3, G. 
Dodds 4, F. D. Bishop 5, D. J. Charnley (first 
away from oovering bell) 6, H. W . Rogers 7,
F. C. W. Knight' (conductor) 8.

LAMBETH, LONDON.—On Feb. 2nd at St.
Mary’s, 1,260 Stedman Triples: T. H. Taffender 
(oonductor) 1, J. Bullock 2, S. Croft 3, \V. J. 
Ellis 4, C Ottiey 5, L. Bowler 6, R. Sanders 7, 
W. Hardy 8.

LLANDUDNO, CARNARVON. — On Jan. 
29th at Holy Trinity Church, a quarter-peal of 
Grandsire Doubles: R. Oliver 1, Miss K. Ruffell
2. Miss M. Ockleston (first quarter-peal) 3, J. 
Flood 4, L. S. Griffiths (conductor) 5, H. Geeson
6. All are Sunday service ringers.

MARHAMCHURCH, CORNWALL. — On 
Jan. 26th, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles : G. Vinni- 
combe 1, A. J. Hicks (conductor) 2, C. E. 
Taylor 3, R. J. Hicks 4, J. Rioh (first quarter) 
5, L. Duke 6. First quarter by an entire Mar- 
Fiamchurch set.

NORTH MARSTON, BUCKS. — On Jan. 
29th a quarter-peal o f Plain Bob Minor: W. 
Banner 1, F. Gibbard (first as conductor) 2,
G. Edmans 3, W. Woodford 4, H. Prance 5, F. 
Gregory 6 . First quarter in the method for
I, 3, 5 and 6.

■f

John Taylor & Co.
L O U G H B O R O U G H

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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‘THE RINGING WORLD'
The Official Journal of the Central 

Council o f Church Bell Ringers

Ed ito rial  Offic e  : c /o  W oodbridge Press, 
Ltd., Guildford, Surrey.

P o s t a l  S u b cr ip t io n  R a te s  (prepaid): 
4/3 quarterly, 8/6 half-year, and 17/- yearly. 
Orders, with remittance, to Mr H. J. Eldred,
26, Springfield Road, Gorleston, Great 
Yarmouth.

E dito rial  C o m m ittee  :
E dwin  H. L e w is , M.A. (President of 

Council)

G eorge  W . Fle tc h e r  (Hon. Secretary of 
Council). The W hite House, Caister-on- 
Sea, Norfolk.

A. A, H u g h e s , J.P. (Hon. Treasurer), 
34, Whitechapel Road, E .l.

M r s . E. K. F le t c h e r .

Ed ito r  : T. W . W h it e .

4 The Ringing World * was founded in the year 
1911 by John Sparkes Goldsmith, who remained 
its proprietor and editor until his death in 1942.

At the meeting of the n T ^ T \ /
Oxford Diocesan Guild at I j l l L r i v I  
Slough on February 22nd a 
memorial tablet will be unveiled to Mr. W . H. 
Fussell. We understand the tablet has been 
beautifully executed.

As we were going to press we received a 
notification of the death at Saffron Walden 
on February 7th of Mr. Ernest A. Pitstow, 
aged 86.

Six of the band who rang the peal of Bob 
Major at Carnckfergus, Northern Ireland, on 
January 25th were from Holywood.

A half-century as a ringer at Knowle, War­
wickshire, lias been completed by William H. 
Smith. He rang the treble to a peal in honour 
of his record.

Corrections.—Regarding the peal of Stedman 
Cinques at Saffron Walden, the ringer of the 
seventh was Frank B. Lufkin and not Frank 
A. Lufkin. The church is dedicated to St. 
Mary the Virgin.,

A helpful book for the young ringer is
* Elementary Change Ringing,' by the Rev.
F. F. Rigby. The publishers are the S.P.C.K., 
Northumberland Avenue, London, W.C.2. 
Price 3s. 6d.

A pleasant surprise awaited the ringers of 
Adlrngton, Lancs, on the completion of their 
peal of Stedman Triples on January 25th. The 
Vicar came into the ringing chamber, and 
after congratulating the band, invited them 
to tea at the Vicarage.

The peal of Grandsire Triples at Edmonton 
on January 26th was rung by a local band in 
appreciation of the work aone by Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas, who taught all the ringers except the 
5th and 6th to handle and ring a bell. It was 
a farewell peal to Dennis H. Langdon. who is 
joining the Forces, and a welcome home to W. 
Douglas Smith.

r n C C T P  Memorable was the an-
L j U u o I i  nual meeting of the South-

well Diocesan Guild on 
February 1st for the dramatic termination of 
the ringing at Eastwood.* It emphasises the 
importance of cooCness in the belfry when an 
emergency arises. Conductors should bring 
tjjis incident to the attention of all young 
ringers with clear instructions as to what to do.

Watch the company Mr. F. Dunkerley has 
at Moorside, Lancs. They have rung their 
first together of Double Norwich and have 
Cambridge as their next objective, which they 
hope to complete this summer.

News has reached Wollaston, Wo res., of the 
death in Canada of Mr. Charles Frederick 
White, a former member of the local band. 
In his memory 720 London Surprise Minor was 
rung hy J. Bass 1, R. Matthews 2, F. Handley
3, S. G. Thompson 4, H. V. Cooper (conductor) 
5, C. Richards 6.

A noble effort comes from Weedon Bee, 
Northants, where five of the company rang 
their first peal of Doubles, and the conductor, 
Mr. Eric Nobles, called his first o f Doubles in 
four methods.

The whole of the post-war girls* band at 
Burnham. Bucks, has now rung one or more 
peals of 5,000 changes, with Miss Gwen Murtitt 
completing the list on Saturday, February 8th, 
by ringing the treble to a tripless peal of 
Grandsire Triples. Moral : Train some more.

According to the copy received, the peal of 
Doubles at Duston, Northants, on February 
3rd, was not rung for any Association. We 
hope the ringers are not outside the pale!

It was not intentional that three of the four 
districts in the Guildford Guild held their 
annual meetings last Saturday. Protests have 
been lodged.

THE WHITECHAPEL 
BELL FOUNDRY

MEARS & STAINBANK
at

34, Whitechapel Road, London, E.i
Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

Founders o f the new  rin g  o f tw e lve  fo r L iverpoo l C a th ed ra l
Tenor 82 cwt.

HANDBELLS BELL ROPES MUFFLES 
Etc.

ESTABLISHED
1570
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Although this Guild in its present form only 
dates back to 1924, it is a continuation of the 
Raunds, Wellingborough and District Society, 
which was formed at Raunds on July 5th, 
1883, by tlie Vicar of Raunds, the Rev. Hugh 
Bryan,' who became the first secretary. By 
the end of that year 63 members were on the 
books. The society grew steadily and change 
ringing and some peal ringing became well 
established.

On his retirement in 1892, tlie Rev. Hugli 
Bryan was presented with an inscribed copy 
of North’s ‘ Bells of Northamptonshire.’ About 
ten years ago the Guild secretary recovered 
this book from a firm of dealers in second­
hand books and presented it to the Guild to 
be in the hands of the Guild secretary and 
loaned to members.

In 1895 the title o f the society was changed 
to ‘ The Central Northamptonshire Associa­
tion,* and that year at the annual meeting a 
discussion took place on the advisability of 
forming a Diocesan Association, but it was 
thought that matters were not ripe for this 
at the time. This society was split into three 
districts in 1905.

GOLD MEDALS FOR 100 PEALS.
One rule of he early days was that * all 

members who ring 100 peals for the associa­
tion shall receive a gold medal.’ From the 
reports, those who received these medals were 
Messrs. J. B. Houghton, J. Garrett, W. Per­
kins, A. Y. Tyler, W. V. Newman, T. R. 
Hensher, W. Hensher, J. B. Martin, A. H. 
Martin, F. Wilford, F. W. Sawfoot, D. J. 
Nichols and E. J. Chapman. In 1914 this was 
discontinued and a new rule passed that a 
certificate, which bore a photograph of Peter­
borough Cathedral, be awarded to all members 
ringing their first peal on a working bell. 
This is still in force.

By 1923 there were five districts, and as the 
outcome of a meeting at Wellingborough,

i
A

ST.  M A R Y  S C H U R C H ,  R A U N O S
Where the old Association was formed 

on July 5th, 1883

addressed by the Bishop of Peterborough, it 
was decided to form a Diocesan Guild for the 
whole of the diocese which covers the counties 
of Northamptonshire and Rutland. This was 
formed at Wellingborough on January 5tli, 
1924, with the addition of Oundle and District 
Society and also the Peterborough and District 
Society.

The chief officers elected were the president, 
the Dean of Peterborough, Master, Mr. F. 
Wilford, and general secretary, Mr. D. J. 
Nichols. Mr. Nichols had done most o f the 
routine work and the,organising which made 
the formation of the Guild possible. There 
were now 81 towers in union, seven brandies 
and over 600 members. In 1925 Daventry 
Branch was formed, and in 1930 the Towcester 
and District Society joined as the Towcester 
Branch of the Guild.

Early in 1926, Mr. Nichols, who had been 
in poor health for some time, had to resign 
his office. Mr. R. G. Black, the Kettering 
Branch secretary, was elected to succeed him. 
He still holds the office, combined with that 
of guild treasurer, and is the only official of 
the Guild to have held office continuously since 
its formation. Mr. Nichols died in 1928 at the 
early age of 48. He had rung about 130 peals, 
all of them for the local association or guild. 
He was the leader of Kettering band tor 
several years and conducted peals by the local 
band in all the standard methods, and Cam­
bridge, Superlative and London Surprise 
Major.

Rutland Branch was formed in 1933, the 
membership of the Guild in that year being 
98 honorary and 843 ringing members. Mr. 
Wilford resigned the Mastership in 1935 and 
the Rev. E. S. Powell was elected to the office. 
Mr. Wilford died in 1936. He had been a 
representatfve on the Central Council for over 
30 years and attended every meeting until 
prevented by his illness, from which he did 
not recover.

The Guild weathered the war years well, 
and were ably guided during this difficult time 
by the Rev. E. S. Powell, the Master. The 
latter recently resigned the living of Staver- 
ton. and on retirement has left the diocese. 
In 1944 there were 145 members in H.M. 
Forces, which is a high percentage. In 1945, 
112 new members were elected, mostly young 
peoole of both sexes.

The late Mr. A. H. Martin, of Hi?ham 
Ferrers who died in 1941, was believed to be 
the last ringing member who had attended the 
1883 meeting and had a continuous member­
ship. In 1^43 the Ven. C. J. Grimes, Arch­
deacon of Northampton, was elected r resident.

The general secretaries since 1883 were the 
Rev. H. Brvan to 1892, Mr. E. J. Donnes l«o2 
to 1Q02. Mr. T R. Hencher 1902 to 1906. Mr.
F. Wilford 1906 to 1920 Mr. D. J. N^cho’ s 
1920 to 1926. Mr. F. G. Black 1926 to present 
tirtie.

The Belfrv Repairs Fund was formed in T917 
from collections at services, and in 1933. when 
the Guild was ten years old. the sum of £929 
had been collected and grjyits had been made 
of £126 to various towers for restorations and 
augmentations. The Belfrv Restoration Fund 
is still flourishing and at the end of last year 
was worth over £209.

PEALS IN NORTHANTS.
The earliest known peals in Northants are 

the two peals of Grandsire Triples rung at 
Kettering in 1729 and 1731 and which are 
recorded on the ancient peal boards still in 
that tower. The first peal o f Major was a 
peal of Bob Major at St. Peter’s, Northamp­
ton, by the College Youths in 1739, and was 
oonducted by Benjamin Amiable, who rang the 
seventh. This peal is No. 45 in the College 
Youths records.

Peals rung from 1883 to 1893 were Minor, 
Grandsire and Plain Bob Triples and Bob
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Major; Treble Bob in 1894; Double Norwich 
in 1896; Stedman Triples in 1897; Superlative 
1897; Real Double Norwich 1898; Grandsire 
Caters 1898. In 1800 Mr. A. Y. Tyler con­
ducted 9,312 of Superlative at Irthlingborough; 
Stedman Caters in 1901 and Treble Ten 1903, 
at St. Giles’ , Northampton, London in 1903, 
Cambridge in 1905, Bristol 1912, Cambridge 
Royal 1922, and a peal o f Minor, 1922, by six 
ladies, this being the first time a band of 
ladies had rung a peal with the tenor ‘ turned 
in.’ Erin Triples were rung in 1922, and Sur­
prise Minor 1922. The total of peals up to the 
end of 1923 was 986.

The peals rung from 1924 to 1945 totalled 
722, and Mr. H. M. Day conducted several of 
Surprise Minor up to 32 methods. The Irth- 
lingborough band, who rang the first of Sur­
prise Major, Superlative, Cambridge, London 
and Bristol, have also rung Irthlingborough 
and Irchester Surprise (the first in the 
methods) and Yorkshire Surprise Major.

HANDBELL RINGING.
One peal in hand was rung at Irthling­

borough in 1905, being 5,056 Bob Major, con­
ducted by A. Y. Tyler. In 1910 the Kettering 
band, assisted by Mr. E. M. Atkins, rang 
Grandsire Triples and Bob Major. Bob Royal 
was rung in 1911, Grandsire Caters in 1912, 
also Kent Treble Bob and Little Bob Major. 
In 1914 Kent Treble Bob Royal and in 1921 
a peal o f Double Norwich Court Bob Major. 
This band in the period 1910 to 1921 rang 
about 40 peals in hand.

According to North, 1878. there were the* 
nine rings of eight bells, 43 of six bells and 
105 of five bells in Northants. In 1938 the 
numbers were two rings of ten, 26 of eight, 
70 of six and 97 rings of five. The oldest 
dated bell is the second at Cold Ashby and 
is dated 1317.

CLAPHAM, LONDON.—On Dec. 15th, 1,260 
Stedman Triples, at St. Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Church : Mrs. Lathbury 1, Miss N. Shorter t , 
T. H. Taffender (conductor) 3, Miss Mary Cole 
(first quarter in method) 4, W. J. Ellis 5, R. 
Lathburv 6, J. Bullock 7, S. Croft 8.

SOUTHGATE, MIDDLESEX.—On Jan. 19th 
at Christ Church, 1,440 Cambridge Surprise 
Roval: W. Nash 1, Mrs. C. J. Mathews 2, 
A. W. Coles 3, J. G. Nash 4, C. F. Sayers 5,
S. Wade 6, T. J. Lock 7, H. W. Clark S,
C. J. Mathews 9, H. E. C. Goodenough (con­
ductor) 10. First quarter of Cambridge Royal 
for lingers of 2, 5 and 10.
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY
75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED.

The 75th anniversary of the foundation of 
the Oxford University Society of Change 
Ringers was celebrated in Oxford during the 
first week-end of February. The ringing pro­
gramme was a full one, though there were no 
tower-bell peals. A proposed attempt for Sted­
man Cinques by the society at Christ Church 
had to be cancelled owing to several last- 
minute withdrawals. Handbell peal attempts 
began on the afternoon of Friday, January 
31st, but unfortunately met with no success. 
On Sunday afternoon, however, the society 
rang the first peal of Winchester Bob Major 
on handbells.

Official proceedings commenced on the morn­
ing of Saturday, February 1st. with ringing at 
St. Ebbe’s (8) from 9.45 to 10.45. The society’s 
festival service, conducted by the president of 
the society (the Rev. C. E. Wigg), then fol­
lowed at the University Church of St. Mary 
the Virgin. The preacher was the Lord Bishop 
of Oxford. His useful and inspiring address 
was based on the text, ‘ I have a" message 
from God unto thee ’ (Judges iii. 20), and 
once again the reminder was given that ab­
sence from divine service was a -negation of the 
message ringers were called to deliver.

Ringing in the afternoon took place at the 
Cathedral (12), St. Giles’ (8) and at Magdalen 
(10), and following an informal tea in the New 
Room, Magdalen, this part of the day’s pro­
ceedings ended with an enjoyable hour's ring 
on the magnificent heavy eight at Merton. 

THE DINNER.
Sixty-six persons sat down to dinner at the 

Randolph Hotel, where the society was pleased 
to welcome as the guest of honour Mr. E. H. 
Lewis, president of the Central Council. The 
other guests were Miss M. R. Cross and Messrs. 
W. F. Judge, V. J. Bennett and W. C. Porter, 
of the Oxford Society, and the visitors were 
Messrs. R F. B. Speed, P. K. Williamson,
0. W. Woolley and Dr. F. S. Poole, lepresent- 
ing the Cambridge University Guild. Miss B. 
Podger and Mr. G. T. Beynon from the Bristol 
University Society, Messrs. P. M. J. Gray and
D. Layton from the London University Society, 
Mrs. C. E. Wigg and Mr. P. A. Corby. Before 
the dinner a photograph of all present was 
taken, and immediately afterwards three leads 
of Oxford Treble Bob Maximus were rung by 
resident members of the society.

After the loyal toast, the toast o f the society 
was proposed bv Dr. J. E. Spice, who noted 
with pleasure the presence of two other Dast 
masters, Messrs. H. Miles and A. E. F. Trot- 
man. In sketching the history of the society 
since its foundation in 1872, Dr. Spice naturally 
had most to say of the period 1939-45 when he 
bad been in residence, a period chiefly re­
markable for the achievements of the society 
on handbells, and for the growth of the society 
to its present scale—a growth encouraged by 
the enthusiasm of lady members.

In replying to the toast, the present Master, 
Miss B. Spioe, briefly reviewed the events of 
the past year. Notable inceptions had been 
the short tour held at Rochester in August, 
1946, and the farming-cum-ringing fortnight 
enjoyed by present members at Honeybourne,- 
Worcs., in the late summer. The present 
academic year had brought an unprecedented 
flow of recruits—as witnessed by the fact that 
40 of those present at the dinner were resi­
dent members of the society—and, in addition 
to the hard work spent in teaching them, time 
had been found in the Michaelmas term for 
the ringing o f nine peals, a record number for 
one term.

THE GUESTS.
The President then welcomed the priests and 

visitors. He regretted the absence of several 
old members, notably of Canon Co'erid^e, from 
whom a telegram of good wishes was read, 
and o f the Rev. F. Llewellyn Fdwards. both 
of whom had played a large part in the early 
life o f th^ society. The good wishes of other

old members were also conveyed to the 
gathering.

Mr. Lewis, responding to this welcome, ex­
pressed the pleasure of all the visitors at being 
able to be present. He recounted various 
amusing incidents which had taken place in 
joint peal attempts of the C.U.G. and O.U.S., 
and drew several morals from his stories in 
connection with good handling and striking 
of bells.

The toast o f ‘ The Oxford Society ’ was next 
proposed by Mr. A. E. F. Trotman. He re­
called with gratitude the invaluable help which 
the City ringers had always given to the 
society, making special reference to the period 
1932-3 when he had been Master. Mr V. J. 
Bennett, secretary of the Oxford Society, suit­
ably replied.

Miss K. Higgins then briefly toasted 
‘ Kindred Societies.’ She hoped the younger 
University Societies would be able to look back 
on their lives with equal pride when they were 
75 years old. In his reply, Mr. D. Layton 
expressed the sincere gratitude of the new 
University Societies to the O.U.S.C.R. for its 
hospitality on these occasions, and for the help 
and encouragement it had given, not only in 
providing new opportunities for ringing, but 
also in enlarging the friendship among ringers 

‘ ENGAGED COUPLES.’
The last toast was in a somewhat lighter 

vein, being that of the engaged couples, three 
and a half o f whom were present. Mr. J. H. 
P. Slade (a present member) turned his ready 
wit to great advantage and obviousily enjoyed 
his descriptions of Cambridge turning to Ox­
ford and Oxford to the North. Miss M. D. 
Telford expressed the thanks of those con­
cerned for the good wishes which had been 
given, and concluded by saying that she had 
always been brought up to ‘ follow the Master ’ 
in all things.

Before going on to a short generall meeting, 
some reminiscences of the very early life of 
the society were given by Dr. F. S. Poole, 
whose father was one of the foundation mem­
bers, and who had left an interesting record 
of the earliest touches rung by him and his 
contemporaries.

TOUR FROM SHREWSBURY.
The main business of the meeting was the 

alteration in the proposed date and place of 
the tour. This is now arranged for the first 
week in August, immediately preceding the 
U.A.C.R. tour, and it is hoped to be held at 
Shrewsbury.

Sunday rigidly began with a Corporate Com­
munion for the society, celebrated by the Rev. 
Blake Wood in the Eastern Crypt of the 
University Church at 8 a.m.

Visitors were then welcomed by the Oxford 
Society to the usual Sunday ringing at Christ 
Church, All Saints’ and St. Giles’ , and some 
also joined the University Society at St. Mary 
Magdalene’s, St. Cross* and St. Thomas-the- 
Martyr’s. The bells o f New College were rung 
for evensong, and finally the glorious six of 
St Mary’s heralded the opening service of the 
Mission to the University he'd during the week.

Thus concluded a most enjoyable week-end. 
and a fitting commemoration of the Oxford 
University Society of Change Ringers, 75 years

a"PADBURY, BUCKS.—On Jan. 24th, at St. 
Mary’s Church, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles : W. 
Townsend (first auarter) 1, F. D. Wesley (first 
auarter) 2, W. Yates, iun. 3. C. Gough 4, E. 
NicTiolls fconductor^ 5. W. Yates, sen. 6.

PAINSWICK. GLOS.—Ha’ f-oeal o f Grand­
sire Trio’ es at St. Mary’s Church on Jan. 2pth : 
E. J. Birt 1, S. G. Goulding (conductor) 2, W. 
Staite 3, R. Watts 4. D. Thornton 5, L. H. 
Jone« 6. D. L Jone^ 7 C. D. Launder 8.

WOODSTOCK. OXFORDSHIRE. — On Feb. 
3rd. at the Church of St. Mary Magdalene,
1.2A0 Grandsire Trm’es : Miss L. Pimm 1. H. 
P. Flovd 2. C. Bu^h’n (first auarter inside) 3, 
T. W. Bond 4, L. O’ iffe 5. G. Wright 6 . A. R. 
Pink (conductor) 7, E. Knight (first quarter) 8.

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E .

T h e  E d ito r regrets that at the 
the order of the G overnm ent 
through the fuel em ergency the 
next tw o issues of ‘ T h e  R in g in g  
W o r ld ,’ in com m on w ith  all other 
periodicals, w ill be suspended.

T h e  next publication, unless 
further restrictions are an­
nounced, w ill be on F rid a y , 
M arch 7th.

Financial adjustments w ill be 
made in respect of notices and 
quarterly, h a lf -y e a rly  and yearly  
subscriptions.

Oxford Diocesan Guild
MAKE HISTORY AT BLOXHAM.

When the Banbury and District Branch met 
at Bloxham on January 25th it was the first 
time, according to present records, that a 
meeting had been held at this beautiful parish 
church with its celebrated spire, one of three 
in line across the countryside. The local say­
ing about it is : Bloxham for length, Adder- 
bury for strength, King’s Sutton for beauty. 
(King’s Sutton is in Northants, but it doesn’t 
give Bloxham many points.)

The rin<* of eight in the tower (tenor 27 cwt.) 
have not been rung together until recently f o r  
some 20 years. Permission has been given for 
the time being for the whole to be rung fo T  
short touches. The front six have been rung 
regularly each Sunday, and for practice when 
required by the local band during the 20 years. 
Sixty members attended the meeting; thanka 
to the efforts of the Vicar (the Rev. B. R. 
Buchanan) in trying to do all that i9 possible 
in order that the wliole ring may be used, the 
members were able to ring Triples and Major. 
The service was conducted by the Vicar and 
the address given by the Rev. Sholto Douglas. 
Tea was prepared by the local ringers and 
relatives.

A record number of new members was elected 
at the business meeting, 15 in all from various 
towers. The next' meeting, a joint one with 
the Bicester Deanery Branch, is to be held at 
Lower Heyford with Rousham in April.

The members stood in silence for a few 
moments as a tribute to the memory of Mr. J. 
Cuss, who had died recently.

The secretary was instructed to convey tfie 
best thanks and appreciation of the members 
of the branch to Mr. L. J. Malings, who had 
left Oxfordshire for South Wales, for the great 
assistance he had given to the Guild in teach­
ing young ringers and in many ways further­
ing the art o f change ringing in the right 
spirit, that of service to the Church.

Thanks were expressed to the Vicar and to 
all who contributed to make the meeting so 
happy and enjoyable. Rounds to Major again 
completed the day there, other members going 
on to Adderbury, making good use of tbe fine 
ring of eight in that tower.

NORTHAMPTON.—On Feb. 2nd at St. Grte’ 
Church, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles: R. Edwards
1, R. A. Pearson 2, N. F. Bull 3. W . R- 
Hammons (conductor) 4, P. D. Bishop 5, M- 
Smith 6. First auarter for ringers of 1, 5 
and 6. First * in«ide * for ringer of 3rd.

OTLEY, YORKS.—On Feb. 3rd, at All 
Saints* Church, 1.260 Grandsire Triples: H. M. 
Heaton (first quarter of Grandsire) 1, M i» 
J. A. Soutberst (first in method as conductor)
2, H. J. Roberts 3, R. F. Smith 4, J. F- 
Hodson 5, G. Benfield 6, D. Roe 7, P. H 
Whitaker 8.
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ROYAL CUM BERLAND YOUTHS
PLANNING BICENTENARY 

CELEBRATIONS.
The main feature at the annual meeting of 

the Society of Royal Cumberland Youtlis, held 
on February 1st in accordance with tradition 
at St. Martin-in-the-Fields, was plans for the 
appropriate celebration of the bicentenary of 
the society. There is to be a dinner on July 
12th and it is a/lso hoped to hold a oommemora- 
tive service.

Preceding the business part of the pro­
gramme, the bells were available from 3 to 5 
p.m., during which time the capacity of the 
ringing chamber was taxed to the utmost, as 
at one period over 90 people were counted 
there. A number of young members had their 
first pull on twelve bells, and throughout the 
afternoon the range of methods rung extended 
from rounds to Cambridge Maximus. Apart 
from members of the society present, a goodly 
number of visitors were welcomed in the tower, 
among the foremost of whom was Mr. George 
Fearn, o f Birmingham.

Tea was provided in the crypt, which, like 
the ringing chamber, was scarcely big enough 
to accommodate the large gathering in com­
fort, although all those who had notified, their 
intention of being present were supplied with 
food and drink. In all 68 persons cut of 70 
who said they would be present turned up.

The meeting was held in the Vesfcrv Hall, 
a beautifully panelled chamber overlooking the 
church on the north side. The Rev. K. W. H. 
Pelstead presided and called upon the meeting 
at the outset to stand in silence in memory 
of Mr. Rupert Richardson, Major J. H. B. 
Hesse and other ringers who had died since 
the last annual meeting.

NEW MEMBERS RECORD.
Mr. G. W. Steere (hon. secretary) presented 

the balance sheet, which showed a balance of 
£48 8s. 4d., against £36 11s. 9d. at the be­
ginning of the year.

The annual report stated that the year could 
be considered a period of steady progress. 
Thirty-six new members had been elected, a 
number not approgched during the last half- 
century, as on only two occasions had the 
figure reached 30. Mr. Frank C. W. Knight 
was in no small measure responsible for the 
large increase.

Eleven peals had been rung at High 
Wycombe, Beckenham, Milton-nexl-Gravesend, 
Bexlev, Kingston-on-Thames, Caine (Wilts), 
Guildford (2) and Burnham (2), and one on 
handbeEs. The oeal at Burnham was in 
memory of Brian O’Neilland Peter A. Blarney, 
two members of the society.

The T>eal of Stedman Cinques rung on Dec. 
1st, 1945, at St. Martin-in-the-Fields to oom- 
memorate the termination of the  war has been 
duly recorded in the belfry, and the tablet 
hangs side bv side with a similar record of 
the 1919 peaf which marked the end of the 
1914-18 w ar. In this respect thanks were 
due to Mr. C. J. Matthews, who secured the 
services of a capable  artist to do the work.

The report and accounts were adopted and 
Mr. C. J. Matthews was thanked for his kind 
offices in arranging for printing the report.

Apologies for absence were received from 
Messrs. N. Harding (Slough), J. Millhouse and 
K. Mayer (Lincoln). New members elected 
were Miss Gwen Murkett, Miss Betty Hill. Miss 
Betty Frost, Miss Betty Hewitson, Mrs. O. 
Barnett, Miss Mary Jaycock, Messrs. Clifford 
Vessey, Edwin J. Upton, Charles R. Chambers, 
William Picthall, Robert G. Ravfie’d. Walter 
Lemon, Frank Hopgood and Eric Dodds.

Meetings to be arranged for 1947 w ere: 
Burnham, March 29th; Prittlewell, June 14th: 
*nd ADsley, September 27th.

At the election of officers, Mr. A. H. Pulling 
expressed the opinion that the Master shoir’ d 
be changed annually, and as the Cumberlands 
were a national society, the Mastership should 
not be necessarily tied with Sunday ringing at 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields. With this end in view 
he proposed Mr. E. A. Barnett as Master.

Mr. Barnett, while thanking his proposer for 
the honour, declined, stating he could not 
undertake the Mastership, as he was not in a 
position to attend regularly at St. Martin’s.

There were several who spoke against this 
proposition, and it was argued it would be 
most disloyal to Mr. Cross, who had held the 
post for so long and so successfully, to make 
a change just at the moment when the society 
was about to celebrate its 200th anniversary.

Mr. Cross was the only nominee and his re- 
election was carried with acclamation.

Other officers elected were: Treasurer and 
seoretary, Mr. G. W. Steere; senior steward, 
Mr. T. Bevan; junior steward, Mr. F. Haw­
thorne; trustees, Messrs. C. J. Matthews and 
Ralph Winterton.

THE BICENTENARY.
With regard to the suggested dinner to com­

memorate the 200th anniversary, it was decided 
to go ahead with, the arrangement® and book 
July 12th as the prescribed date. The venue 
would be the Old Bell Restaurant. E.C.l, and 
the number would be limited to 100. An 
official announcement will be made shortly on 
this subject, but it was stressed that all appli­
cations for tickets would be treated in strict 
order of receipt, and that a remittance should 
accompany all applications for tickets.

In connection with the dinner, it is hoped 
to arrange a special service at St. Martin-in- 
the-Fields.

A dinner committee of the officers of the 
society, augmented by the inclusion of Mrs.
E. E. Davis and Messrs. Frank C. W. Knight 
and James E. Bailey, was appointed.

In the absence of Dr. Perry (churchwarden), 
unable to attend through illness, the society 
were welcomed to St. Martin’s by Mr. Ambler.

A very hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
to the Rev. Felstead for presiding, also to the 
Church Council for use of the bells and Vestry 
Hall, and Mr. G. Radley voiced the apprecia­
tion of the members for the work done by the 
officers.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD
SOUTH OXON BRANCH HAS 40 NEW 

MEMBERS.
Forty new members at one meeting; That 

is how enrolments are talcing place in the 
South Oxon Branch as happened at their 
meeting on January 26th at Benson. The 
Master of the Guild (the Rev. C. Elliot Wigg) 

resided in the absence through illness of the 
ranch chairman, supported by «ihe Deputy 

Master (Capt. A. R. Poyntz) and the general 
secretary (Mr. T. Hibbert) and no fewer than 
five branch secretaries.

The service was conducted by the Vicar .(the 
Rev. H. Hughes), assisted by the Master and 
Deputy Master. As to the ringing, some new 
members had their first touch of Triples, while 
others had their first ‘ pull ’ on the bells.

5 090  CAM HRIDGE SURPRISE
BY BRIAN D. PRICE.

B M W H 23456

— 42356
2 2 3 25463

— — 34562
— 3 63542

— 3 34625
2 2 — 34256

— 53246 
_  _  42635
— — 56234
— 26435

— 63254
— 2 69**4

— S (32456)
Rounds 2 changes after the single at W, 

which is an ordinary Bob Major single.
First rung at St. Michael’s Church, South- 

amnton. on January 18th, 1947, conducted by
C. H. Kippin.

OBITUARY
MR. FREDEKICK C. PEARSON.

The recent death of Mr. Frederick Charles 
Pearson, o f Donington, Lincolnshire, £ged 37, 
after a 'long illness, was received with deep 
regret by ringers in the Boston and Spalding 
area.

He learned to ring at Donington in 1924 at 
the age of 14 and rang bis first peal in the 
same year. He had about 10 peals to his 
credit, but was prevented through ill-health, 
white still in his teens, from further peal ring­
ing. He continued to be a Sunday service 
ringer when his health allowed.

Following the interment at Donin^ton on 
February 4th, a quarter-peal with bells half- 
mufTled was rung at the Parish Church, being
1,260 changes Bob Minor, by H. Clark (first 
quarter) 1, J. E. Allen 2, E. Staples 3, A. E. 
Woods 4, C. Wander (oonductor) 5, S. V. 
Woods 6.

MR. JOHN ROLLS.
Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancs, lias lost its oldest 

ringer in the person of Mr. John Rolls, at the 
age of 94.

A native of Olney, Bedfordshire, Mr. Rolls 
helped to keep the bells going during the first 
world war at St. Peter’s, Ashton-under-Lyne, 
and was a very regular ringer.

A man of most kind and genial nature, he 
was beloved by all who knew him. He leaves 
a very large family and many grandchi dren. 
The funeral was on January 29th. W.W .W .

MR. TED SHAW.
One of the oldest members of the Lancashire 

Association and a member of the old Midland 
Counties Association, Mr. Ted Shaw died at 
Leesfield, Oldham, aged 87.

He was laid to rest on Wednesday, January 
29th. The bells at Leesfield were rung half- 
muffled, also a oourse of Grandsire Doubles 
over the grave by Herbert Barlow 1-2, Walter 
W. Wolstencroft 3-4, John WaJlmslev 5*6.

\V.W.W.

MR. DAVID H. WHITING.
The funeral took place at Diss Cemetery on 

January 25th of Mr. David H. Whiting, aged 
73. The Rector (the Rev. J. A. Appleton) 
officiated.

A lifelong campanologist, Mr. Whiting rang 
ut Wakefield Cathedral, Yorkshire, in his 
younger days, later moving to Yaxlev, Suffolk, 
where he became captain of the focal com­
pany. He came to Diss about eight years ago 
and joined the St. Mary’s Society. His peal 
total was 88, rinsring in 30 for the Norwich 
Association and 58 for the Suffolk Guild. He 
was also a keen handbell ringer.

Four members of the local band rang hand­
bells over the grave : W. Elsey 1-2. Mrs J. 
Tonge 34. Miss Kathleen Harrison 5-6, A. G. 
Harrison 7-8. The bells o f the Parish Church 
were rung half-muffled for morning service on 
February 2nd.

NORWICH DTOrESAN ASSOCIATION
THE YOUNGEST MEMBER.

By the election of Michael David Goodman, 
aged 10, at the annual meeting of the North 
Norfolk Branch at Mulbarton on January 11th, 
the Association has its youngest member. Also 
elected were Ronald Dove and Georsre Adams.

The branch chairman, the Rev. Blyth, who 
was in the chair, was re-elected, as was Mr.
H. Tooke, secretary. To the committee were 
elected Messrs. G. Bailey, C. Curson, W . C. 
Duffield, F. C. Goodman and the Rev. G. W. 
Wilson. Buxton was selected for the next 
meeting on April 19th.

The president (the Rev. A. St. J. Heard) 
conducted the service, and tea was served by 
Mrs. Goodman and friends. Members were 
present from Attleborough, Buxton, Dis6, 
Nortlirepps, Hethersett, Garboldisham, New 
Buckenlmm, Forncett, Gorleston, Norwich, 
Scottow, Saxlingham. Wymondham, Great 
Yarmouth, Yaxley and the local company.
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CORRESPONDENTS’ VIEWS A N D  COMMENTS
Vancouver Ringer’s Distinction

Dear Sir,—I am writing this thanking you 
for giving us in Vancouver, B.C., so much 
6paoe and notice in the front page, etc., of
* The Ringing World.’ But in the issue of 
December 20th, 1946, there is a mistake about 
my ringing a peal at Macclesfield and other 
places in England. Those peals should be 
credited to Mr. Andy B. Lomas, who is now 
ringing at Christ Church Cathedral in Victoria, 
V.T., B.C. I, of course, rang at the Coronation 
o f King George V. here at Vancouver, being 
the first peal ever rung in Canada.

I have never rung a peal in England. I 
learned on the bells I installed here; perhaps 
I  have the distinction of installing a peal m a 
tower, learning to ring on them and ringing 
on them the first peal in the country. Whilst 
visiting in England in 1912 1 rang at Old 
Windsor, some of the ringers I remember 
being J. L. McDonald, the late J. H. B. Hesse. 
A. H. Pulling and other well-known peal 
ringers. But I could not call it a peal, as 
there was an awful mix up about half-way; in 
fact, there were several rounds of good firing 
and I was astonished later to see it recorded as 
a peal in ‘ The Ringing World ’ on my arrival 
back here.

Our peal we rang here on July 1st, 1911, was,
1 can honestly say, perfect as to being a true 
peal, not a bell being out of place and the 
striking good throughout. Some 85 or 90 years 
ago a peal was rung in the tower of Christ 
Church, Philadelphia, Penn., U.S.A., and re­
corded in that tower as rung by nine men, the 
tenor man having to give up and was relieved 
by another. Thereiore, I think we in Van­
couver can say we have rung the first peal of 
Grandsire Triples rung by eight men on the 
American continent.—Yours very truly,

A. C. LIMPUS.
208, Union Street, Vancouver, B.C.

YOUNGEST GIRL FINGER
Dear Sir,—As Mr. George Gilbert appears to 

be keeping a record of the achievements of 
the youngsters in the Exercise, may 1 remind 
him that he has omitted one from his list? 
I f  he will look up the issue of ‘ The Ringing 
World,’ dated November 1st. 1946, on page 511 
he will read of Margaret Beamish having rung 
the 2nd to a peal of Grandsire Trip’ es at 
Chilvers Coton on October 12th at the age of
11 years. True, at first glance, the footnote 
was rather misleading, but that was made 
quite clear in Be’ fry Gossip the following 
week. Margaret was 11 on June 24th, 1946, 
and so was H i when she rang the peal.

On December 28th last she was in a peal 
attempt for Cambridge Major, ringing the 2nd. 
Unfortunately, the attempt broke down after 
an hour’s good ringing, but through no fault 
o f hers. However, she achieved a peal of 
Cambridge Major on January 27th at Chilvers 
Coton, ringing the treble in faultless style.— 
Sincerely yours, A. H. BEAMISH.

21, Gipsy Lane, Nuneaton.

BFLLS RUNG BACKWARDS
Dear Sir,—Regarding bells ringing back­

wards. This was always the ancient form of 
declaration of war, and I hope they remem­
bered it in 1940.

There are two well-known literary re­
ferences :—

(a) * Bonnie Dundee *:—
* The bells they ring backwards.’

(b) Sir Walter Scott in ‘ Last Minstrel*:—
* The livelong night in Branksome rang

The ceaseless sound of steel.
The castle be’ l w’ th backward clang
Sent back a louder peal.'

But how Sir Walter’s men managed to ring 
one bell backwards still beats me.—F*itMully 
yours, F. A. CLUETT.

Gravesend.

London Vergers
A WILTSHIRE RINGER’S EXPERIENCE.

Sir,—1 feel I would like to express my views 
concerning the above as referred to by Mr. 
Appleton in the last issue of ‘ The Ringing 
World.’ Doubtless, he and his friend were 
disappointed for not being permitted to visit 
the belfry at their first verbal request to a 
verger.

But why blame the verger?
To avoid a similar disappointment in future, 

Mr. Appleton would do better if he followed 
the procedure I have during the past few 
years, in which I have raised and taught a 
new band of ringers at our church, either tor 
ringing or inspecting some notable peal.

I make my plans beforehand, then write to 
the incumbents requesting permission for the 
visit. I always enclose a stamped and addressed 
envelop* for a reply. I do the latter because 
some of us ringers are better off financially 
than some clergy whose stipends have not been 
increased with the cost o f living. I do not 
approve of them paying even the cost of a 
postage stamp to provide us with the pleasures 
of an outing. During last year I sent out 14 
such applications and received favourable re­
plies from them all.

During May I took the band to London 
after having requested permission to visit 
Messrs. Mears and Stainbank’s foundry. I 
received a favourable reply from Mr. Hughes, 
who provided us with a most interesting hour. 
This was on a Saturday, and he was the only 
member of the staff we saw there. We were 
very much impressed, as it did appear to us 
tha-t he had turned up specifically to oblige us. 
This is only one instance of the fruits of 
making the arrangements beforehand.

Regarding the places we visited on the same 
trip where we had no intentions of first visit­
ing and did not make the arrangements. We 
went on to St. Paul’s and enjoyed a good look 
round. Suddenly I met a verger, and after 
some conversation I asked him if we could 
see the bells. He was very polite and told me 
that we could not. He added that I should 
have written to the Dean beforehand. I 
accepted this and informed the band, but this 
verger was not satisfied, probably because I 
had mentioned fo him previously that we had 
travelled a hundred miles that day to London. 
He took me to the Dean’s verger, who again 
told me that such visits were at the discretion 
of the Dean only, but under the circumstances 
he took it upon himself to grant the request.

The fir*t verger we met took us up the 
famous Wren’s stairway to the ringing cham­
ber, then on to the bell chamber, from which 
place we had a good view of the famous dome, 
also an interesting talk on its structure. Then 
one to the clock, Great Peter and the clock 
bells. Returning again to the nave, the verger 
expressed his regrets that he could not show 
us the crypt. Another hour well spent. Could 
anvone wish for more courtesy than this?

Next we visited St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, 
where a congregation had assembled for a 
service which was about to commence. I asked 
the verger there about seeing the bells, but 
he informed me that during the service he was 
to remain present, but would gladly take us 
up the tower afterwards, but being as we 
were strangers to him, he would not allow us 
to ascend without him. I commend him for 
such a decision. Time did not- permit us to 
accent his kind offer.

I have no desire to Question what is reouired 
of these vergers at their work. As a ringer, 
it is not my business. I look upon them as 
paid servants, and as such they have a duty 
to perform. Providing they satisfy their em­
ployers. I see no reason why ringers should 
rebuke them for not doing certain favours.

I have always found them obliging and 
courteous, but our chief interest, or that of a 

(Continued in next column.)

Ringers’ Names on Bells
Dear Sir,—1 have read with interest about 

some of the names of ringers recorded on bells. 
We have one at Aldbourne, Wiltshire, and as 
it is of an earlier date than those already 
mentioned, I thought it would be of further 
interest to some ol your readers.

When the six were augmented to eight in 
1778, the bell founder, Robert Wells, gave the 
treble and two of the ringers gave the second 
with the following inscription: ‘ J os : Pizzie. 
Will’m Gwyn. Music and ringing we like so 
well and for that reason we gave this bell.’

These two ringers also rang in a peal of 
Grandsire Triples 19 years later, this being 
recorded on an old peal board, 1797.—Yours 
truly, T. A. PALMER.

Bay don Hill; Aldbourne, Marlborough, Wilts.

AT BISHOP R Y D E R ’S CHURCH
Dear Sir,—I was the instigator of having the 

old bad going eight bells, also bad tone, recast 
into a splendid peal of eight bells at Bishop 
Ryder’s Church, Birmingham, in 1923. The 
following inscription was cast on the tenor 
bel'l:—

‘ To the Glory of God and in memory of 
George and Mary Stevens, the bells in the 
tower of this church were recast and rehung 
by their nephew, Robert Raisbeck Gelling, 
1923. Rev. Canon G. E. Badger, Vicar. 
James George, Ringing Master.’
On August 18th, 1917, I conducted a peal of 

Stedman Triples on the old bells in 2 hours 
and 56 minutes at this church. On January 
28th, 1924, I conducted a peal of Stedman 
Triples on the new bells in 2 hours and 57 
minutes at this church.—Yours faithfully, 

JAMES GEORGE. 
63, Thurlston Avenue, Sheldon,

Birmingham 26.

FORTHCOMING BROADCASTS
Dear Sir,—I should like to support Mis6 

Look’s suggestion in her letter under the above 
heading which appeared in your last issue.

If ‘ 'The Ringing World ’ could possibly men­
tion forthcoming ringing broadcasts it would 
be of great value. I frequently ‘ twiddle the 
knobs’ on a Sunday evening in the hope of 
hearing some ringing, and if there is any I 
probably get the correct station just before 
the ringing ceases.—Yours, etc.,

E. T. PAUL F1FLD.
Bleak House, Alton Pancras, Dorchester.

BACK NUMBFRS
Dear Sir,—Following the example set by two 

people recently, I shall be glad if you will 
make it known that I have a number of spare 
copies of ‘ The Ringing World ’ for 1935 and 
1936; and I shall be glad to send these (so 
long as they last) to any who care to ask for 
them, enclosing a stamped and addressed 
envelope.

In return, I wonder if anyone can supply 
me with a copy of the issue dated November 
28th, 1941? For this I should be most grateful. 
—Yours faithfully,

L. K. BOWLING (Miss),
27, Ancaster Road, Leeds 6.

(Continued from previous column.) 
steeplejack who would be pleased to see the 
weathercock, may not be theirs! Most 
vergers are advanced in years, while many of 
them suffer from some physical disability 
which only permits them to do a verger’s work 
on the ground floor of a church, and I do 
think it is unfair to rebuke them because o' 
an isolated matter as complained of. It *8 
asking a lot of these elderly gentlemen to 
ascend sometimes a hundred steps to unlock » 
door. H. GUMMER, Ringing Captain-

Steeple Ashton, Wilts.



Bath and Wells Association
CARY DEANERY BRANCH.

The annual meeting of Cary Deanery Branch 
was held on January 25th at the Church of 
AH Saints, Castle Cary, attended by 50 ringers, 
representing the towers of Barton St. David, 
Batcombe, Bruton, Castle Cary, Ditcheat, 
Evercreech, -Horsington, Maperton, North Cad­
bury, North Cheriton, South Cadbury, Temple- 
combe and Win canton, with visitors from Bath, 
Chilcompton, Drayton, Longbridge Deverell, 
Semley, Warminster and Yeovil.

The Vicar (Prebendary Kempe) welcomed the 
ringers.

At the business meeting the Rev. J. F. Holt 
(Batcombe) was unanimously elected president 
and the following officers re-elected : Mr. H. C. 
Lintern, secretary; Mr. H. J. Sanger, Ringing 
Master; Mr. H. P. Sparks, Deputy Ringing 
Master. Four new ringing members were 
elected.

The secretary, in a resume of the year’s 
activities, stated that at the four meetings 
held there had been an average attendance of 
41; four honorary members and 24 new ringing 
members had been elected. A hearty welcome 
■was extended to a verjr old member of the 
branch, Mr. Jack Norris, who had recently 
recovered from a serious accident. Mr. Norris, 
who is 80, has been a ringer at South Cheriton 
Church for 63 years.

Meetings were arranged as follows : South 
Cadbury, April 26th; Horsington, July 26th; 
Barton St. David. October 25th; with the 
annual at Win canton on January 24th.

The tower was revisited, all classes were 
catered for and ringing continued until 8.45 
p.m.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD
DORCHESTER BRANCH’S GOOD REPORT.

The annual meeting of the Dorchester 
Branch was held at Dorchester on January 
18th, and was attended by over 80 members 
and friends. The bells of St. Peter’s (8) and 
St. George’s, Fordington (6) were available 
from 3 p.m. onwards, and good use was made 
of both towers.

The Guild service was conducted by the 
branch chairman (Canon A. W. Markby), and 
the address given by the Ven. J. C. Shute.

The general meeting followed the tea in St. 
Peter’s Institute, when it was stated that the 
branch membership had increased to 169, of 
whom 139 were ringing members. The meet­
ing was honoured by the attendance of the 
Master of the Guild, the Rev. C. C. Cox, who 
congratulated the branch on its enthusiasm.

The secretary, in her annual report, men­
tioned with regret the passing of the Rev. 
R. H. Gundry, a former Master of the Guild. 
One tower (Wyke Regis) had been reopened 
and already a peal of Bob Major had been 
rung there, and it was hoped that the new 
ring of six at Martinstown would be ready 
early in the summer.

The Ven. J. C. Chute stated that he hoped 
soon to have the bells of Puddlehinton in ring­
ing ordeT.

Re-elections were as follows: Chairman, 
Canon A. W. Markby; vice-chairman, Canon
D. F. Slemeck; Ringing Master, Mr. F. Precey. 
Mrs. Godley, the hon. secretary and treasurer, 
not wishing to continue in office, Mr J. H. 
Hayne was elected to the post, and Mr. F. V. 
Stedman was elected Deputy Ringing Master 
in place of Mr. Hayne, who had neld this 
office during the past year-. Twenty-one new 
ringing members, five associate members and 
one honorary member were elected.

It was suggested that meetings be held at 
the following towers during 1947: Wvke Regis, 
Buckland Newton, Martinstown, Charminster. 
and West Lulworth, final arrangements to be 
nnade by the secretary.

Votes of thanks were expressed to all wTio 
bad helped in any way to make the service 
and meeting so helpful and enjoyable.
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Guildford Guild
MR. R. HASTED RETIRES FROM 

MASTERSHIP OF FARNHAM DISTRICT.
For nearly 20 years Ringing Master of the 

Farnham District, Mr. R. Hasted, captain of 
the Farnham tower, has retired. At the 
annual meeting of the district on January 
25th a copper beech walking stick bearing an 
inscribed silver band and a testimonial, which 
stated that the gift was made * in gratitude 
and affection ’ by ringing members of the 
branch, was presented to him.

Mr. W. A. Dollimore, in making the pre­
sentation, said they wished him many years of 
continued interest in bellringing and hoped 
that with the aid of that stick he would walk 
round to all the churches in the district to 
see how they were behaving.

Mr. A. J. Stedman presided at the meeting, 
attended by 80 ringers. The annual report, 
presented by Mr. C. W. Denyer, stated that 
the standard of ringing at the five'meetings 
held was somewhat disappointing. He ap­
pealed for extra effort to ensure ringing for 
all services on Sundays, the first duty of 
ringers.

The condition of certain bells and bell frames 
in the area was rather worrying. Some work 
was necessary at Bagshot and at Ash, and 
attention was necessary to ensure that the 
bells were kept going. The bells at Hawley 
were in a poor state, but there was little 
prospect of repairs there at the moment.

There were two candidates for Ringing 
Master—Mr. C. W . Denyer and Mr. W. H. 
Viggers. The former was elected by . ballot. 
Other officers elected were : Hon. secretary and 

■treasurer. Mr. G. S. G. Joyce; to Guild Execu­
tive, Mr. P. Eldridge and Mr. W. H. Viggers 
(ringing), Mr. W. A. Dollimore (honorary). 
It was decided to suoPort the nomination of 
the following Guild officers : Mr. A. Harman 
(Master), Mr. G. L. Grover (hon. secretary), 
Mr. J. Corbett (hon. treasurer) and Mr. R. 
Hasted (auditor).

Meetings during the year will be at Cron- 
dall, Hawley, Bentley, Bagshot and Ash.

The Guild service was conducted by the 
Rector (the Rev. G N. Selb.y-Lowndes). 
District members attended from Ash. Aider- 
shot. Bentlev, Seale, Farnham, Frensham, 
Yorktown, Farriborough and Bagshot. and 
visitors from Le&fTierhead, Croydon, Thames 
Ditton, Kingston, Guildford (Cathedral and S. 
Nicolas’ ), Alton, Pirbright, Godalming, St. 
Martin*s-in-the-Fields, London, and Clandon.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY
MEETING AT PUDSEY.

W ien the society held its first meeting of 
1947 at Pudsey on February 1st an announce­
ment was made that Canon C. C. Marshall’s 
health showed continued improvement after 
his accident. The secretary was asked to send 
him the society’s best wishes for his recovery.

The president was in the chair and mem­
bers were present from Armley, Bat’ ev, Brad­
ford Cathedral, Bramley, Calverley. Drighling- 
ton, Guiseley, Headinglev St. Chad. Idle, 
Pudsey and Shipley. Aoologies for absence 
were received from Canon C. C. Marshall, 
Messrs. P. J. Johnson and F. Hutchinson.

Three new members were e’ected, viz., Miss 
Norma Bickerdike. Mis* Marv Shearsmith. of 
Pudsey, and Mr. Donald Marshall, of Bradford 
Cathedral.

A vote of thanks to the Vicar, church­
wardens and local company was proposed by 
Mr. W. H. Senior and seconded by Miss L. K. 
Bowling, this was supported by Mr. John 
McGlenn, who said that although the weather 
conditions were cold, the welcome to Pudsey 
was as warm as ever. Mr. W. Barton acknow­
ledged the thanks.

The next meeting is due to be held at Birsta‘11 
on February 22nd.

Southwell Diocesan Guild
A DRAMATIC TERMINATION.

The annual meeting was held at Eastwood 
on February 1st, and ringers from Notting­
ham, Daybrook, Sutton-in-Ashfieid, Greasley, 
Derby and members of the local band rang 
from 2.30 p.m., including rounds for the 
learners, followed by Grandsire, Stedman, 
Kent and Plain Bob, also Double Norwich, 
until 5 p.m.

After an excellent tea, arranged by Mr. J. 
Johnson, of Eastwood, the meeting was held. 
The Rev. Robert Leaney kindly acted as chair­
man, and gave a warm welcome to all present.

The election of officers was the chief item. 
A summary of the past year’s ringing in the 
diocese was reviewed by Mr. T. Groombridge, 
jun., who gave some good advice and en­
couragement. The past year s performances, 
he said, had been praiseworthy, five scoring 
their first peal, while 39 scored their first in 
the method, a figure which he hoped would be 
improved upon in 1947.

Mr. Groombridge also added that while five- 
bell methods were recognised for peals, he did 
not care to see these practised where eight and 
ten bells were available, as it pointed more or 
less to peal grabbing.

In conclusion, Mr. J. Hobbs, of Watnall, 
gave some interesting information on the 
history of Eastwood bells. Ringing on hand­
bells followed the talk, while the rest of tho 
members indulged in further ringing in the 
tower until about 8.30 p.m.

The bells were lowered in a most unusual 
fashion. A few rounds were followed by a 
loud noise from above, which startled the man 
on the tenor and caused him to make straight 
for the door, leaving the rope swinging to and 
fro. The rope then lashed around the electric 
fittings, tearing the wiring and bulb away 
from the sockets and putting the tower in 
darkness. The rest of the band did their best 
to carry on. An exciting five minutes, ending 
up fortunately with no one the worse for the 
experience, only a job for the steeplekeener of 
replacing the clapper in the tenor bell! T.V.J.

89

M A R R IA G E  OF MR. ROLAND PA R K
The hon. secretary of the Durham and New­

castle Diocesan Association, Mr. Roland Park, 
of Darlington, was married on February 8th 
to Miss Irene Richardson in Darlington. Mr. 
Park has been secretary of the association 
since September 1st, 1936. He and his wife, 
however, are leaving the country for Venezue’ a 
on a tour of duty for the South American 
organisation of his firm. Mr. and Mrs. Park 
will be away for two years.

Until the next annual meeting of the Asso­
ciation. therefore, his brother. Mr. W. Norman 
Park, of 10a, Woodlands Terrace, Darlington, 
wi’ l take over the duties of secretary.

Mr. Park savs that one of the things he 
will miss most during his absence is his con­
nection with the Exercise. He intends to make 
up for it on his return.

Flementary 
Change Ringing
By F. F. R IG B Y 3s. 6d.

A  book to help the learner 
o f  Bell Ringing in the 
study o f  Change Ringing

S. P. C. K.
N orthum berland Avenue. London. W .C.?
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NOTICES
The charge for one insertion of a 

notice of a meeting is one penny per 
■word, minimum 2s. For additional in­
sertions with no change, one half 
above charge for each insertion.

Other notices one penny per word, 
minimum 2s. 6d.

All notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received not later 

than Monday.

BIRTH
L E W IS .— On Feb. 2nd, at 306, 

Wylds Lane, Worcester, to Florence 
(n6e Johnson), wife of Thomas W . 
Lewis, a son (Roger Linden).

MARRIAGE
PARK —  RICHARDSON. —  On 

Saturday, Feb. 8th, 1947, Roland 
Park to Irene Richardson, both of 
Darlington.

L I N C O L N  GUILD. —  Elloe 
Deaneries Branch.— Annual at Spald­
ing, Feb. 15th. Bells available 2 
p.m. Service 3 p.m. Tea at British 
Restaurant at 3.45 p.m. Business 
meeting in Church School 4.45.

O X F O R D  GUILD. — Reading 
Branch.— Annual meeting St. Mary’s, 
Reading, Feb. 15th. Bells 3. Service
4. Tea (Is. 3d.) 5.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN.—  
South and W est District.— Annual 
meeting Chiswick, Saturday, Feb. 
15th. Bells 3.30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Ser­
vice 5 p.m. Tea 5.30 p.m. Commit­
tee meeting 4 p.m. Annual business 
meeting following tea.— J. E. Lewis 
Cockey, 1,~ Listoke, Edgehill Road, 
W .13 (Perivale 5320).

HERTFORD CO UNTY ASSN.—  
St. Albans District.— Practice meet­
ing, Saturday, Feb. 15th, Barnet (8), 
from 3 p.m. Practice method : York­
shire Surprise. Own tea arrange­
ments (numerous cafes). —  T. J. 
Southam, Dis. Sec.

SELBY AND DISTRICT SOC. 
— Clifton, York, Feb. 15th, 2.30 p.m. 
Meeting in tower 4 p.m. Make own 
arrangements for tea.— T. H. Foster.

W ORCESTERSH IRE A S S N .—  
Northern Branch.— Meeting, Words- 
ley, 3, Saturday, Feb. 15th. Cups of 
tea 5 p .m .; bring own food.— Bernard 
C. Ashford, Sec., Bowling Green 
Road, Stourbridge.

LADIES’ GUILD.— South-Western 
District (Southern Division).— Meet­
ing in conjunction with the Sussex 
C.A. at Chichester, Feb. 15th. Will 
lady ringers please attend if possible. 
— Mrs. G. W . Tamplin, Hon. Sec.

H A W K H U R ST AND DISTRICT  
GUILD.— Meeting, Lamberhurst (6), 
Feb. 15th, at 3 p.m.— R. Tappenden.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSN.— Cam- 
biidge District.— Stapleford (6), Feb. 
15th. Bells, 3. Service 4.15 p.m. 
Tea at Magpie Cafe 5 p.m. Please 
come and support your district meet­
ings.— H. L. Martin.

SO U TH W ELL GUILD.— Newark 
Branch.— A hearty welcome awaits 
you at North Muskham to-morrow 
(Feb. 15th). Bells available 3. Food 
and drink provided. Come and sup­
port a new branch ! !— J. W . Raithby.

BARKING, ESSEX.— Service ring­
ing on Sunday mornings each month, 
10 a.m., and weekly practices on 
Thursdays at 7.30 p.m., commencing 
Feb. 20th. All ringers welcomed.—  
A. W . Beard, Hon. Sec., 159, 
Clements Road, E.C.

ELY ASSN.— Ely District.— W il­
lingham (6), Saturday, Feb. 22nd. 
Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5.—  
C. Gimbert, Sutton, Ely.

LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH
ASSN.-------Quarterly meeting, Bon-
vilslon, Feb. 22nd. Bells (6) 2.30. 
Service at 4. Tea and business to 
follow.— F. J. Hannington.

LADIES’ GUILD.— South-Eastern 
District (Eastern Division).— A meet­
ing in conjunction with the Sussex 
County Association (Eastern Division) 
will be held at Christ Church, East­
bourne, Saturday, Feb. 22nd. Names 
for tea not later than Feb. 17th. Will 
lady ringers please make an effort to 
attend?-—Mrs. B. Percy, Hon. Sec., 5, 
Moy Avenue, Eastbourne.

LADIES’ GUILD.— London Dis­
trict.— Meeting at Beckenham, Satur­
day, Feb. 22nd. Bells (10) 3 p.m. to
8.30 p.m. Service 5.15 p.m. Tea and 
meeting 6 p.m., Verney’s Restaurant, 
High Street. Names for tea to Mr. 
W . J. Rawlings, 41, Monivea Road, 
Beckenham,. Kent. Train 2.30, Vic­
toria to Beckenham Junction.— E. E. 
Davis, Dis. Sec.

SUSSEX CO UNTY A S S N .—  
Eastern Division. —  Annual, Christ 
Church, Eastbourne, Feb. 22nd, 2.30. 
Service 4.30. Tea Pier Hotel, 3s. 6d. 
(members Is. 9d.), 5.30. Names to 
Mrs. B. Percy, 5, Moy Avenue, East­
bourne, by Feb. 17th. St. Saviour’s 
bells after tea.— John Downing, Hon.

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. 
— Loughborough District. —  Hathem 
(6), Feb, 22nd. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea and meeting Rectory. Bring own 
food.— C. W . Hall, Dis. Sec.

SURREY ASSN.— North-Western 
district.— The annual district meeting 
will be held at Kingston on Saturday 
Feb. 22nd. Bells available 3 p.m’ 
Full particulars later.— D. Cooper 
Hon. Dis. Sec.

BEDS ASSN.— Bedford District.— 
Meeting at Cardington (8), Saturday, 
Feb. 22nd, 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30, 
followed by tea and meeting.— Miss P. 
Gilbert, Hon. Dis. Sec.

O XFO RD  DIOCESAN G U IL D .- 
East Berks and South Bucks Branch. 
— Slough (8), Saturday, Feb. 22nd, 3 
p.m. Names for tea by Feb. 17th cer­
tain.— A. D. Barker, Cambridge, 
Wexham, Slough.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL 
ASSN.— Bristol Rural Branch.— 
Warmley (6), Feb. 22nd, 3 p.m. Ser­
vice 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m.— Miss M. 
P. Hilliar, 48, Kennington Avenue, 
Bristol 7.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
DIOCESAN ASSN.— Northern Dis­
trict.— St. James’ and St. Basil’s, 
Newcastle (8), Feb. 22nd, 3.30. Tea 
(2s.); names to K. Arthur, 29, Cherry- 
burn Gardens, Newcastle, 4, by 17th.

COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD. 
— Warwick and Stratford-on-Avon 
Branch.— Meeting at Alderminster (6 
bells), 3 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 22nd. 
Cup of tea provided, but bring your 
own food. —  A good attendance, 
please.— D. Stanley, Branch Sec.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT 
SOCIETY.— Bawtry (6) 2.30 p.m., 
Feb. 22nd. Names for tea to W . E. 
Critchley, 21, Ashern Road, Bentley, 
Doncaster.

BATH AND W E L LS ASSN.— Ax- 
bridge Deanery.— Meeting at Ship- 
ham, Saturday, Feb. 22nd. Bells (6)
6.30 p.m.— E. J. Avery, Hon. Local 
Sec., Sandford, Bristol.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COL­
LEGE Y O U T H S— Saturday, Feb. 
22nd, Bell Foundry, Whitechapel, 3 
p.m. Ringing, St. Botolph’s, 
Bishopsgate, 4.30.— A. B. Peck.

DERBY AND DISTRICT ASSN. 
— Derby District.— Mcnthly, Ilkeston, 
Feb. 22nd. Bells 2.30. Tea (2s.) 5. 
Names to Mr. F. Shaw, 38, Inglefield 
Road, Ilkeston, Feb. 19th latest. After 
tea, special business : formation Ilkes­
ton District.— W . A. Parsons, Local 
See.

N O R W ICH  ASSN.— W est N o r f o lk  
Branch.— Meeting, Gaywood, Satur­
day, Feb. 22nd. Service 4.30. Tea in 
Church Room 5. Names, please to 
W . J. Eldred, 4, Wellington Street, 
King’s Lynn.
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LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOC.—  
Meeting at Birstall, Feb. 22nd. Bells 
available from 3 p.m. Members bring 
own food. Business meeting 7 p.m. 
—H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, W ort- 
ley Road, Leeds, 12.

LEICESTER GUILD. —  Leicester 
District. —  Knighton (5), Saturday, 
Feb. 22nd. Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Names by Feb. 
19th to W . J. Root, 8 , The Portwey, 
Leicester.

LANCASHIRE ASSN. —  Bolton 
Branch.— Meeting at All Souls’ , Bol­
ton, Saturday, Feb. 22nd. Bells avail­
able 2.30. Business meeting 6.30. 
Cups of tea provided.— Peter Crook, 
Hon. Sec.

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. 
—Grappenhall Branch.— Meeting at 
Daresbury, Feb. 22nd. Names to Mr.
S. Booth, Daresbury, for tea by the 
19th.— J. E. Ashcroft, Hon. Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSN. —  Rossen- 
dale Branch.— Newchurch (8), Satur­
day, Feb. 22nd. Bells 3 p.m. Bring 
food; cups of tea provided.— H. 
Parkinson.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSN.— Hunts 
District.— The annual meeting at St. 
Neots, Saturday, Feb. 22nd. Bells 
3 p.m. Service 4 p.m. Will arrange 
tea if possible. Cafes in town open 
otherwise.— H. J. Parker, Great 
Staughton, St. Neots

NORW ICH ASSN.— South Nor­
folk Branch.— Annual meeting at Diss 
(8), Saturday, March 1st. Bells 2.30 
p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea and busi­
ness meeting 5 p.m. at the Waveney 
Cafe. Names by Feb. 26th. Special 
invitation to Suffolk ringers.— A. G. 
Harrison, 10, Mount Pleasant, Diss.

SW ANSEA & BRECON GUILD. 
— Southern District.— Meeting Abera- 
von (8), March 1st, 3. Service 4.30. 
Tea and business meeting follows.—
E. Stitch, 21, Cambrian Place, Port 
Talbot, Glam.

KENT ASSN.— Maidstone District. 
—Ightham (6), March 1st. Bells 2. 
Service 4.30. Tea 5.15. Names to 
Dr. E. S. J. Hatcher, Kimmeridge, 
London Road, Ditton, Maidstone.

ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD, BIRM ­
INGHAM.— The 59th annual Henry 
Johnson Commemoration Dinner will 
take place on Saturday, March 1st, 
at the Imperial Hotel, Temple Street, 
Birmingham. Dinner 6.30 p.m. 
prompt. Tickets to fully paid up ring­
ing members 3s. each, to other mem­
bers and friends 7s. 6d. each. As the 
number is strictly limited, early appli­
cation for tickets, enclosing remit­
tance, is requested, to T . H . Reeves,

The * Houseling ’ and the 
* Passing Bells ’
BY ERNEST MORRIS.

In the Middle Ages, when a man feCl griev­
ously sick, the priest with bell, book and candle 
proceeded to the sick bed, lest he should die 

‘ unhousell’d, disappointed, unanneal’d.’
The ‘ houseling ’ bell, which is sometimes men­
tioned in the Edwardian Inventories, was a 
handbell carried in procession and rung 
when the Eucharist was borne to the sick 
person, that all might be warned of its ap­
proach and pay reverence, and might pray 
for the sick and dying person. In 1305 Arch­
bishop Winchelsey issued a statute which, 
broadly speaking, remained in force until the 
Reformation, ordering parishes to provide cer­
tain vestments, chances, etc., and among 
various items we find ‘ a bell to ring when 
the Body of Christ is carried to the sick.’ In 
an Inventory of 1488 at St. Christopher-le- 
Stock, London, there is mentioned a ‘ cloth of 
gold . . . that serveth to bere over the Sacra­
ment, with iiij bellis longyng thereto.’ The 
parish of St. Michael, Cornhill, in 1469 pur­
chased ‘ a little bel'l that ryngeth afore the 
sacrament.’ Among the jewels belonging to 
4 owre Lady Churche ’ at Sandwich in 1483 
was * a bell o f sylver to be boryn with the 
Sacrament of IX  ounces j quarter.’ This bell 
was sometimes called the ‘ HouseHing-bell * as 
at Great Gonerby, Lines, in 1566, or a ‘ hossell- 
bell * as at Ilkeston.

Its use is referred to and condemned by 
Cranmer in his Visitation Articles (1549):—
* Item. That going to the sick with the 
Sacrament the minister have not with him 
either Light or Bells.* These handbells were 
also used in processions on the Rogation days, 
and notices of them as used for that purpose 
and similar are occasionally met with : at 
Addington, Surrey, in 1552 they possessed * a 
Procession bell * and at Wattenbury were 4 ij 
procession bells.* The Injunctions of Arch­
bishop Grindal in 1571, whilst directing
* perambulation to be used by the people for 
viewing the bounds of their parish in the days 
of Rogation commonly called cross-week or 
Gangdays,* prohibit the wearing of the surplice 
by the minister, or the carrying of banners or 
handbells.

Hon. Sec., 136, Newton Road, Spark- 
hill, Birmingham, 11.

O XFO R D  GUILD.— North Bucks 
Branch.— Quarterly meeting-, Twy- 
ford, Saturday, March 1st. Bells
2.30. Service 3.30. Names for tea 
bv Feb. 22nd.— R. H. Howson, 19, 
Greenfield Road, Newport Pagnell, 
Bletchley.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL  
ASSN.— South Forest Branch.—  
Ruardean, Mar. 8th, 3.15. Dedication 
of memorial to W m . Bishop by the 
Bishop of Gloucester, 4.15. Names 
for tea by March 3rd to Oliver 
Thomas, 11, Victoria Road, Lydney.

PRELIM INARY NOTICE.— Two 
new treble bells, at the Parish Church, 
Mildenhall, will be dedicated by the 
Bishop of the diocese on Mar. 22nd. 
Fuller details later.— P. Fordham.

PRELIM INARY NOTICE. — The 
two new treble bells at Allesley Parish 
Church, Warwickshire, will be dedi­
cated by the Rt. Rev. the Lord Bishop 
of Coventry on Saturday, March 
22nd.

Naogeorgus in his ‘ Popish Kingdome ’ (1570; 
refers to the custom thus:—

‘ Saint John before the bread doth go, and 
poynting towards him 

Doth shew the same to the Lambe that 
takes away our sinne.

On whome two clad in Angels shape, do 
sundrie flowers fling,

A  number great of Sacring belles with 
pleasant sounde doe ringe.*

An inscription sometimes found on bells, as 
in Dorset and Somerset:—

4 1 sound to bid the sick repent 
In hope and life when breath is 6pent.r 

may be regarded as having reference to this 
period of man’s career. Then comes the next 
stage in the sick man’s pilgrimage on earth, 
the tolling of one of the church bells called 
the 4 Passing Bell,* or sometimes the 4 Soul 
Bell.’

4 Toll the bell a solemn to ll;
Slow and solemn let it be;
Cry for the departing soul,

44 Misere Domine.”
The ringing of the passing-bell, which is 
peculiar to England, is one of the earliest 
recorded uses to which the church bell was 
put in this country. The Venerable Bede, in 
relating the circumstances o f the death of St. 
Hilda of Stranaeshalch (Whitby) in the year 
680 says:—

4 This nun on a sudden heard the well- 
kndwn sound of a bell in the air, which 
used to awake and call them to prayers 
when any one of them was taken out of 
this world.*

Among the many objections of the Brownists, 
it is laid to the charge of the Church of Eng­
land that though we deny the doctrine of 
Purgatory and teach the contrary, yet how 
well our practice suits with it may be con­
sidered in our ringing of hallowed bells for 
the soul. 4 We call them,* says Bishop Hall, 
4 soul-bells, for that they signify the departure 
of the soul, not for that they help the passage 
o f the soul.* The word 4 passing * as here 
used signifies clearly the same as 4 departing,’ 
i.e., passing from life to death. So that even 
from the name we may gather that it was the 
intention in tolling a passing-bell to pray for 
the person dying, and who was not dead. 
The following clause in the * Advertisements 
for due Order * in the 7th year of Queen 
Elizabeth is much to our purpose:—

* Item, that when anye Christian bodie is 
in passing, that the bell be tolled, and that 
the Curate be speciallie called for to com- 
forte the sicke person; and after the time 
of his passinge to ringe no more but one 
shorte peale and one before the buriali, 
and another short peaJl before the burialle.*

WINCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH GUILD
Despite the oold weather on January 25th, 

100 ringers sat down to tea at the annual meet­
ing of the Basingstoke District at Basing­
stoke.

Canon A. W. Chute, who oonducted the 
Guild service at St. Michael’s Church, presided, 
and the secretary reported a year of steady 
progress. Ninety-five members pa:d their sub­
scriptions and those from one or two towers 
were too late for inclusion in 1946 accounts. 
With those members in the Forces the mem­
bership was well over 100.

Branch officers elected w ere: Chairman, 
Canon A. W. Chute; hon. secretary and 
treasurer, Mr. J. Chesterman; executive com­
mittee, Messrs. C. J. Munday and W C’i f t ; 
Ringing Master, Mr. C. Ostler; hon. auditor, 
Mr. R. C. Flew. Eighteen new members were 
elected.

A hearty welcome home was given to those 
from H.M. Forces, and it wai resolved to place 
on record those who had paid thr* «unreme 
sacrifice from the district, viz., Dona’d Balaam 
and Tolm Goldsmith (Wootton St. Laurence), 
Ernest Hearman (VatelevV Ronald Kingham 
and Donald Na^h fBasins^toke).

Both St. M;chael’s and All Saints* towers 
were visited during the afternoon and evening.
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The Central Council 
Publications

VARIATION AND TRANSPO- s. d.
SITION ... ... ... 1 0

COLLECTION OF TRIPLES
METHODS ... ... 1 0

CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN
THE CARE & USE OF BELLS 1|

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise Major ... 2 
Double Norwich & Cambridge

Court ... ... ... 3
Bristol Surprise Major ... 2
Stedman and Grandsire ... —

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS 
AND BEGINNERS.. ... 2

COLLECTION OF PEALS—
Section I., Odd-bell Treble Dom­
inated Methods ... ... 9 
Section II., Plain Bob and Double 
Oxford Bob... ... ... 9 
Section III., Double Norwich 
Court Bob ... ... ... 9

REPORT OF CONFERENCE
W ITH S.P.A.B. ... ... 6

Post Free from :—
The Hon. Librarian,

MR. W. H. J. HOOTON, 
Osmington School, Tring, Herts

New'and Enlarged 
THIRD E D IT IO N  
in  tw o co l f l ur s

The 
Basic Principles of Change-ringing 

and 
Four Methods of Doubles 

Six Methods of Minor 
clearly and simply explained

S i n g l e  C o p y  9d.|Post 
T h r e e  C o p i e s  2 / - j  free

from M r s .  H O W E S , 
2, Lathbury Road, 

Oxford. 

Proceeds to Ringers' Charities, in 
memory of the compiler, the Rev. 

Richard Howes

‘TheW orld’s Best Bellropes'

Noted for Easy Handling 
and, Non-Stretching 

Est. 1820 Phone 2400

JO H N  
P R IT C H A R D

(ROPES) LTD

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIMING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

The RINGERS' HANDBOOK
F o u r t h  E d i t i o n  Corrected & Revised 

Fop A L L  L E A R N E R S

G R A N D S IR E , S T E D M A N , P L A IN  
BOB and K E N T

4 to  8 bells 3/6 4 to 6 bells 1/9
Postage included 

Obtainable O V I ,Y  from  R ev. F.. S. 
Powell, ► ast Stoke Lodge, Stoke- 

nnHer-Ham. Somerset

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

* ROPESIGHT,’ 3 / - ;  tenth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages; oommencmg on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Cherts, etc. Temporarily 
out of print.

STANDARD METHODS,’ tenth edition; a new book; Letterpress, 
2/-.; Diagrams, 2/-.

* STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new oook by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition, 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; HO pages.
* 6 URPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.

Davies, M.A.; F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f postal order, from

Miss Margaret E. Snowdon
The Cottage, Cavendish Street, Cartmel, Grange-over-Sands,

Lancs

E ST A B LISH E D  1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH B E L L  ROPE A N D  CLOCK ROPE 

M A N U FA C TU R E R

64, Lewisham Park, London, S.E. 1 3
L A T E  O F B E R M O N D S E Y  A N D  P E C K H A M

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter* 
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing- Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

—  - 3  WM. POTTS & SONS, LTD. Banl:^ ^ TT “ '
Cathedral, C h u rch  and To w e r Clocks I Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, N E W C A S T L E -O N -T Y N E , and 
96, Carver Street, S H E F F IE L D , 1
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