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MORE ABOUT HANDBELL RINGING.

It would defeat our object if whal we have written
about handbell ringing were to convey the impression
that we consider the more modern systems have made
handbell ringing as a whole easier to the ordinary aver-
age ringer. What they have done, or what they could
do, is to make it possible for a very* large range of
methods, usually reckoned to be most difficult and com -
plex, to be rung double handed without excessive diffi-
culty by a class of person who by mental equipment, and
training and opportunity are specially fitted for the"task.
The qualities needed are of the highest kind and are rare
among ordinary ringers. They include not merely alert-
ness of mind, but extreme concentration, and the ability
to do mentally things for which most people need visual
and physical aids. The persons who possess this type of
brain usually make good chess players and it is probable
that these mental powers can only be developed in the
time of youth*. The results which in the last few years
have been attained by the new system are remarkable,
and, as Mr. John E. Spice fairly claims, have justified
its use by those who practise it. No fair minded man
would seek to disparage the record of handbell ringing
made by the Oxford University Society or fail to recog-
nise the extraordinary skill and cleverness shown by the
members. But whether the system described so clearly
by Mr. Spice is one to be recommended for general use
in the Exercise is rather doubtful. Probably it could
only be put into practice efficiently among persons who
started without any previous knowledge of change ring-
ing generally, and who were handbell ringers primarily
and tower-bell ringers only casually, if at all. I he man
whose handbell ringing was only a more or less unim-
portant adjunct to his tower-bell ringing would find it
hard to rid himself sufficiently of what he had learnt in
the belfry. To tell such a one that he must ring Lon-
don Surprise at the cross sections as he rings Double
Norwich must seem wunreal, though he recognises the
truth of the statement. The defect of these new systems
for ordinary persons is that they are too separate and
remote from what is valuable in change ringing gener-
ally.

Some time since one of the most skilful and success-
ful of living handbell ringers was asked how he rang
his peals, and the reply was that he just did it. It was
a modest, and in the circumstances a sufficient, way of
saying that he brought to the task of ringing a handbell

peal of London Major, or Spliced Surprise, or Stedman,
(Continued on page 270)
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or Grandsire Triples, all the knowledge and experience
he had gained of tower bell ringing and handbell ring-
ing, of the work of the method and its construction, of
the coursing order and the position of the places; in
fact the full equipment of an efficient ringer. That, in
varying degree, is, we believe, the plan of the ordinary
good handbell ringer, and, on the whole, it is the one
to be recommended. The young people at Oxford and
Cambridge are differently situated and what is good for
them is not necessarily the best for others.

A few important words must be added. Any doubts
about the advisability of the new systems for general use
must be confined to those systems when they are treated
as the fundamental and essential methods of handbell
ringing and do not extend to the knowledge on which
the systems are based. That knowledge can be and
usually is employed in varying degree by good handbell
ringers who employ the more traditional style. The
traditional style is a fitting development of the art of
change ringing and has its proper place in it. The new
systems in their stark nakedness stand outside the art,
and, for all their efficietacy, have no real place in it.

Perhaps for that reason they will never come into general
use.

TEN BELL PEALS.

BECKENHAM, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., June 1, 1946, in Three Hours and Nineteen Minutes,
At'the Church of St. George,
A PEAL OF OXFORD TREBLE BOB ROYAL, 5000 CHANGES;

Tenor 14J cwt.
*Lucille M. Hubbert ...Treble *Edwin A. Barnett 6
*F.dwtn Barnett ....... 2 *James E. Bailey.. 7
*Arthur S. Richards 3 *Philip A. Corby.. 8
James Bennett 4 George H. Cross 9
Erio A. Dench 5 *Alan R. Pink Tenor

Composed by W. D. Crofts.
* First peal of Oxford Royal.

Conducted by E. A. Barnett.

ISLEWORTH, MIDDLESEX.
THE LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND NORTH
SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., June r, 1946, in Three Hours and Four Minutes,
At the Church of AIll Saints,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE CATERS, 5003 CHANGES;
Tenor 16J cwt.

*Miss S. E. Harris ... Treble | +Alan F. Thirst......

Mrs. Olive L. Rogers 2 Albert M. Houghton 7
Thomas H. Taffender 3 I William J. Paice 8
+Geoffrey Dodds 4 I +Harold W. Rogers ... 9
+Mrs. K. F. J. Parr 5 Francis D. Bishop ... Tenor
Composed by Wm. T. Ei1son. Conducted by Harold W. Rogers.
* First peal, t First of Grandsire Caters. First as conductor.

DUDLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE.

THE ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM.

On Sat., June 1, 1946, in Three Hours and Twenty Minutes,
At the Church of St. Thomas,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 20J cwt.

W illiam C. Dowding ...Treble Albert W alker

Henry H. Fearn ... 2 Herbert C. Spencer /
Miss Marie R. Cross 3 John Pinfold.. . 8
Rev. M. C. C. Melville 4 *John S. Mason ... 9
G. William Critchley ... 5 George E. Fearn Tenor

Composed by John Carter.
* First peal of Royal.

Conducted by Albert Walker
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EIGHT BELL PEALS.

WOODSTOCK, OXFORDSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., June 1, 1946, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary Magdalene,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Parker's Twelve-part (7th the observation).
W alter F.

Judge ... Treble Cecil G. Calcutt
Fredk. A. H. Wilkins... 2 ‘William C. Porter . 6
James Higgins ... 3 WiLiiam Judge - 7
Harry P. Floyd ... 4 W ilfred Cross , Tenor

Conducted by William Judge.

ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, June 1, 1946, in Three Hours and Eight Minutes,
At the Church of St.
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR,
Tenor 23"~ cwt.

Denys,
5056 CHANGES;

Robert W. R. Percy ...Treble Stanley T. A. Russell... 5
Arthur F. Lewry 2 John A. Downing 6
Mrs. Betty Percy 3 W illiam A. Kitchenside 7
*Rev. P. J. Boulsover 4 Frank H. Hicks .Tenor

Composed by J. E. Burton. Conducted by Frank H. Hicks.
* First peal of Major on tower bells.

HOLBECK, LEEDS.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
June 1, 1946, in Three Hours and Four Minutes,
At the Church of St. Matthew,
A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAIJOR, 5056 CHANCZS;
Tenor 127 cwt

On Sat.,

Ernest H. Simpson ...Treble Gforge Robinson 5
Harry Davison ... 2 *Dennis Roe ... 6
W illiam H. Senior 3 William Ambler. .. 7
Leslie W. G. Morris ... 4 Frederick Seager ... Tenor

Composed by Geo. Lewis.

Conducted by Leslie W. G. Morris.
* First peal in the method.

REPTON, DERBYSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.
On Sat., June 1, 1946, in Three Hours,
At the Church of St. Wyston,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Parker’'s Twelve-part. Tenor 17 cwt.
~AHerbert H. Brittan ... Treble Joseph H. Brittan
Frederick G. Bailey ... 2 Joseph W. Cotton
+Walter G. Soar.. 3 Barnabas G. Key
4Sidney H. Jones.. 4 *Joiin Stennit

Conducted by B. G. Key
t First peal of Triples.

7
, Tenor

* First peal,

NEWOHURCH, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., June 1, 1946, in Three Hours and Fourteen Minutes,
At the Church of St.
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR,
Tenor 14 cwt.

Peter,

5056 CHANGES;

*Miss F. M. Laflin ..Treble Mrs. C. W. Lawton ... G

C. Kenneth Lewis 2 Charles W. Lawton ... 6

Charles Edwards 3 Richard Elkins . 7

fMiss Mary Elkins 4 Richard Benson .Tenor
Composed by J. R. Pritchard. Conducted bv C. K. Lewis.
* First peal. + First peal of BoB Major.

KING'S LANGLEY, HERTS.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., June 1, 1946, in Two Hours and Forty-Six MinuteSj
At the Church of All Saints,
A PEAL OF YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES;
Tenor 10 cwt.

William W enban .. ...Treble Cecii. C. Mayne 5
Phyliis M. Mayne 2 Francis Kir k 6
*Joiin R. Mayne ... 3 Harold G. Cashmore ... 7

Christopher W. W oolley 4 Maurice F. R. Hibbert... Tenor
Composed and Conducted by H. G. Cashmore.
* First peal in the method.
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IIARMSTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sal., June 1, 1946, in Two Hours and Fifly-Seven Minutes,
Al the Church of All Saints,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES;
Tenor 12 cwt.

John Vessey .. Treble R. Thomas Vessey 5
Kenneth W. Mayer ... 2 eNoel E. Chambers 6
H arold Marcon 3 i*Percy Holmes 7
¢Cyril Ward ... 4 Jack L. Millhouse Tenor

Composed by G. Lindokf. Conducted by J. L.
* First peal of Major. + First in the method.
HANBURY, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM.
On Sunday, June 2, 1946, in Two Hours and Forty-Six Minutes
At the Church of St. Maky-the-Virgin,
A PEAL OF YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAIJOR, 5088 CHANCES;
Tenor 12J cwt.

Millhouse.

Miss Marie R. Cross...Treble John S. Mason 5
Herbert C. Spencer ... 2 G. William Critchley 6
*George E. Large 3 Henry H. Fearn 7
John Pinfold 4 George E. Fearn Tenor

Composed by Arthur Craven
* First peal in the method.
ENDERBY, LEICESTERSHIRE.

THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tues., June 4, 1946, in Two Hours and Fifty-Eight Minutes
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist,

A PEAL OF BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR, 5120 CHANGES;

Conducted by George E. Fearn.

Ernest W. Rawson ...Treble Burley Morris

Jitl Poole 2 Ernest Morris 6
Shirley Burton 3 William J. Root . 7
*Ronald H. Dove 4 Harold J. Poole ... Tenor

Composed by A. J. Pitman.
* First peal of Bristol ‘inside.’

SIX BELL PEALS.
CAWTHORNE. BARNSLEY.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Wed.. May 8, 1946, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,
At the Church of Al Saints.
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Two 720's Kent Treble Bob, two 720's Bob Minor, three 720's Oxford

Conducted by Harold J. Poole.

Treble Bob. Tenor 9 ewt.
eCyril Rusby ... Treble #lrvine Crossland 4
Alec Rusby . . 2 Herman Busby
Anthony Macnaught ... 3 Noel F. Moxon Tenor
Conducted by N. F..Moxon.
* First peal, t First peal ‘inside’

RIPPLE, WORCESTERSHIRE.

THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Thurs., May 16, 1946, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary.

A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

21 six-scores of Plain Bob and 30 of Grandsire. Tenor 13 cwt.
Jack Roberts ...Treble Charles Haylings 4
¢Charles Brock Arthur Griffin . 5
Fred Hawkes Peter Bennett Tenor

Conducted bv Fred Hawkf.s.
* First peal.
SWAINSWICK, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Thurs., May 16, 1946, in Two Hours and Forty Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 10 cwt.

W. Starr ...Treble ¢E. J. Bath

*F. Jeans S. S. Woodburn

T. "Hayward K. Medway ... Tenor
Conducted bv S. S. Woodburn.

* First peal.

STRETTON, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wed., May 29, 1946, in Two Hours and Forty-Three Minutes,
At the Church of St. Matthew,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Seven different extents. Tenor 9™ owt.

+Walter Allman ...Treble *Gordon Lawrence 4
+Dennis Maddocks 2 ¢Miss Dorothy Osborne 5
¢John Orme .o 3 Harry Parker ... Tenor

+ First peal of Treble Bob Minor. t First peal.
Conducted by W alter Allman.
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WROXHAM, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Thurs., May 30, 1496, in Two Hours and Forty-Five Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
One 720 of Double Court and two each of Kent and Oxford Treble
Bob and two of Plain Bob. Tenor 9i cwt.

Herbert C. Read ... Treble Eric Durrant .4

Frederick A. Boyce 2 W alter C. Medler 5

Olive Lowe ... 3 George Bailey .. Tennr
Conducted by George Bailey.

GODSHILL, ISLE OF WIGHT.

THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., June 1, 1946, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,
At the Church of All Saints,

A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Seven different extents. Tenor QJ, ewt.

+Clive Callaway .Treble 4Chariees Denness 4
¢Edward D rake 2 Frank Taylor ... 5
Wirtiam Upton 3 A. Patrick Cannon Tenor

Conducted by A. Patrick Cannon.
¢ First peal of Minor.

SOUTH WEALD, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., June 1, 1946, in Three Hours,
At the Church of St. Peter.
A PEAL OF OXFORD TREBLE BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
One 2,160 and four 720's Tenor 15 cwt.
Henry T. Wilson . .
Bertram C. Hines Henry S. Wilson ...
Dennis A. S. Symonds John Sitch
Conducted by H. Turner.

.Treble Harp.y Turner

SAHAM TONEY, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., June 1, 1946, in Two Hours and Fifty-Two Minutes,
At the Church of St. George,
A PEAL OF MINOR, £040 CHANGES;
Consisting of seven 720's: (1) Double Bob, Reverse Bob and Plain
Bob; (2) Oxford Bob; (3) Single Court; (4) Double Oxford; (5) Double

Court; (6) St. Clement's; (7) Kent and Oxford Treble Bob.
Tenor 13f ewt.
Nelson W. Banham Treble Leslie W. Houghton 4
Charles E. G. Banham... 2 George Sayer .
F. Charles Goodman ... 3 Nolan Golden

Conducted by Nolan Golden.

WILLINGHAM, LINCS.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tues., June 4, 1946, in Two Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes,
At the Church of St. Helen,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 12} cwt.
Harry Morgan ... Treble ¢Bernard O. Mann 4
eMiss F. Mary Laceby... 2 Noel B. Thurlby....... 5
George Arrand ....... 3 George E. Feirn ... Tenor
Conducted by G. E. Feirn.
* First peal.
SPONDON, DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBY AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION.
On Wed., June 5, 1946, in Two Hours and Forty-Two Minutes,

At the Church of St. Werburgh,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being three 720's of Oxford Treble Bob, three of Kent and one of

Bob Minor. Tenor 10 ewt.
+Walter Steen .Treble Ronald H. Dove ..

Alfred Mould . 2 Francis R. Lowe ...

William Lancaster ... 3 E. Fred Gobey

Conducted bv E. F. Gobey.
¢ First peal of Minor.

HANDBELL PEAL.

ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., May 30, 1946, in Two Hours and Four Minutes,
At 24, Suffolk Road,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5120 CHANGES;
Eric A. Dench 1-2 1 Wirttiam L. B. Leese 5-6
Mrs. J. Thomas 3-4 | Chartes W. Roberts 7-8
Composed by A. Conducted by C. W. Roberts,

Craven.
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The peal of Lincolnshire Surprise at St. Chad's Cathedral,

Birmingham, on May 20th, was rung as a memorial to Mrs. Thomas,
wife of Mr. Percy Thomas, who gave bells to Worcester Cathedral,
Claines and Hinton-on-the-Green.

Three generations of one family took part in the peal of Bob Major
at Newohurch 01l June 1st. The ringers of the third and seventh
were the grandfather and father of the ringer of the fourth.

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
The second session of the nineteenth Council was held last Tuesday
in the City Hall at Norwich. A report of the proceedings will be
given in our next issue.

THIS WEEK'S ANNIVERSARIES

June 9th, 1855. At Benington, 6,048 Superlative Surprise Major.

June lItli, 1912. By the Cambridge University Guild, the first peal
of Little Bob Royal 011 handbells.

1927.. At Waritham, Sussex, the first peal
Surprise Major methods

June 12th, 1815. At Birmingham, 5,040 Grandsire Maximus.

June 15th, 1851. The College Youths l-ang 5,086 Stedman Caters on
handbells. The composition, however, turned out to be false and the
Cumberlands rang the first true peals.

in the four standard

BREDBURY, CHESHIRE.

The first ring of eight bells to be cast since the dark days of 1940
was dedicated at St. Mark’s, Bredbury, Cheshire, on May 25th. The
scheme was started in 1942, when the Rev. F. D. Reenan was Vicar,
and the response to the appeal for funds was so good that an order
was placed with Messrs. John Tailor and Co., who cast the new
bells soon after the cessation of hostilities, and early in the New Year
they were hung. A certain amount of local work had to be carried
out in the tower, which in these days of labour difficulties took a
little time. The bell chamber windows have received some treatment
so that the sound of the bells is heard evenly outside, and the floors
altered so that the bells can be heard properly in the ringing chamber.

At the dedication service, which was conducted by Canon A. du T.
Pownall, Rural Dean of Stockport, the churoh was packed, and many
visiting ringers were present. After the service the ringers were
entertained to tea, and the present Vicar, the Rev. G. M. Davidson,
asked Mr. J. P. Fidler to convey to the bellfounders appreciation of
the way in which the work had been carried out.

In the interval between the time of installation and the dedication
of the bells a local band has been receiving instruction from Messrs.
T. Wilde and C. K. Lewis, officials of the Stockport Branch of the
Chester Diocesan Guild. Saturday, May 25th, was the first time they
had rung with open bells: their progress and keenness promise well
for the future.
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RECORD PEALS.
(Continued from page 217.)-

During the greater part of the second half of the
eighteenth century there existed in Kent a band of ringers
who fairly earned a place in the history of change ringing
although they stand rather outside the main story of the
Exercise, and, with one exception, contributed nothing
to the development of the art. Their centre was the
village of Leeds, and their leader was James Barham,

who, in the course of years, has become one of the
legends of the Exercise.

From very early times there had been several good
bands among the towns and villages of Kent. As early

as 17*29 a peal of Grandsire Triples was rung at Dover;

others were rung in 1736, 1738 and 1740, at Wye; and
we can hardly doubt that these, of whom the records
survive, are representatives of many more in different
places of which the memory' has perished. Otoe result

of this ringing activity was that the London bellfounders
did a large amount of work in the county and it is prob-
able that in those early days Kent had a larger propor-
tion of eight-bell towers than almost any other county,
a distinction it has never lost.

James Barham was born in 1725, the year that Annable
and the College Youths began their peal ringing, and
probably as a youth he joined the band at Lenham, where
there was a heavy ring of six. In 1744 Thomas Lester,
of Whitechapel, supplied a new octave to the adjoining
village of Harrietsham, no doubt the result of a wave
of enthusiasm for ringing among the men of the parish,
supported by the farmers and gentlemen, without whose
active financial help nothing could have been done.

The new bells gave the Lenham band their first oppor-
tunity for peal ringing; and they scored Bob Triples in
1744 and in 1745. Then, perhaps wurged on by James
Barham, who was beginning to develop a liking for long’
lengths, or maybe under the stimulus of a competition
with some neighbouring tower, they rang 10,080 Double
Bob Major. This was, so far as our records go, the
tenth peal of over ten thousand changes that had as yet
been rung. It was the first ten thousand in the method
and still remains the longest length, though four years
later it was equalled in the same belfry and by the same
company.

From a board afterwards erected to
other performances, it seems that the peal was rung by
eight men only, and so the custom of having relays of
ringers had not Yyet been introduced. No mention is
made of any conductor, and, notwithstanding the fact
that Barham ;became afterwards famous for his feats
of endurance, he rang the fourth and not, as perhaps
we should have expected, the tenor.

The band was now acknowledged as the best in the
district. They extended their activities to the neighbour-
ing towers and rang peals at Wingham, New Romney,
Faversham, and Maidstone, the methods being Bob
Triples, and Plain and Double Bob Major. In 1751
Robert Catlin added two trebles to the six in their home
tower of Lenham and they opened the bells with a five
thousand of Bob Major.

The great man of the district was the Hon. Robert
Fairfax, who dwelt at Leeds Castle. About this time he
gave six extra bells to Leeds Parish Church to form a
ring of ten, and, to make sure of a company of ringers,

record this and
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lie took James Barham into his employment as a gardener.
No doubt jobs were found for others of the band on the
estate, for Fairfax, who was a public man and Member
of Parliament, would naturally be a patron of the popu-
lar art of ringing, though he did not condescend, as
did Theodore Eccleston, Henry Bret, and others, to take
a part in it himself.

I he first peal by the newly formed company on the new
bells was 6,480 Bob Caters, the first™ so far as we know,

in the method and still the longest. The figures of the
composition are lost and, except that it was in the
tittums, nothing is known about what was rung. The

length, however, suggests that an ordinary five thousand
of Bob Major was used with three extra bobs on 7-8-9
to get them in and out of the tittums. The composition
of Bob Caters presents no particular pitfalls and so the
peal may have been true. A month later the company
repeated the performance. Meanwhile, they rang what
evidently was the same composition (except for the three
extra bobs) to Royal where it gave them 8,100 changes.
This, too, remains the longest length in the method.
In the year 1752 the band rang only two peals. One
was 7,200 Bob Royal, the other 14.500 Bob Major. If
the last number is correct, it could not have been a true
and complete peal, and it probably was an unsuccessful

attempt to ring half the full extent of the method Oll
eight bells, 20,160 changes, which they did accomplish
a fortnight later on January 13th, 1753. Thus in little
over twelve months, the band had rung six lengths, the

shortest of which was 6,480 changes; and though they
none of them has to this day been

were all Plain Bob.

exceeded on the particular number of bells anywhere else
in the country. It is a record which, taken at its face
value, is unique.

For some years after this the band confined their peal
ringing to ordinary lengths of Bob Major rung at Leeds
and the neighbouring steeples, but on March 31st, 1755,
they made an attempt for the full extent of Bob Major.
They began at two o'clock in the afternoon and at six
o'clock the next morning, after 24,800 changes had been
rung in sixteen hours, the sixth clapper broke, and so
the peal was lost. James Barham rang the seventh for
thirteen hours and forty-four minutes; a wonderful feat
of endurance, which has not since been approached. Of
course, the circumstances wece unique, and no individual
ringer is likely again to have a similar opportunity of
finding out how long it is possible to stand and ring.

For some years no further attempt wlls made for the
peal, but in 1761 a fresh start was made. It is perhaps
significant that a general election for Parliament was
held in that year and that Robert Fairfax and Sir W.
Knatchbull were the candidates for the county of Kent.

On Monday, March 23rd, 17,000 changes were rung and
then one of the bells was overturned'. This is a most
unusual thing to happen in peal ringing, and there is no

reason to suppose that Leeds bells were not fitted with
stays and sliders. Probably it occurred when one man
was relieving another. A little later, on April 7thj another
attempt was made. It was the day on which it was an-
nounced that Robert Fairfax had been elected to Parlia-
ment, and this time the length was rung. The time was

twenty-seven hours. The band, naturally enough, were
very pleased with themselves and proudly, not to say
arrogantly, announced in the ‘County News ' that; ' the
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rung or even attempted to be rung by
any set of ringers in the kingdom. Whenever it is per-
formed by any other set the above-named youths are
determined to command their superiority to all others by
ringing all the changes on ten bells.” It seems rather a
pity they were not called upon to make good their boagt.
There are 3;628,800 changes on ten bells, and to ring
them would, according to Shipwav, take no more than
fifteen weeks.

peal was never

peals of over ten thousand changes were
in 1773 and 10,080

Two other
rung at Leeds— 13,440 Bob Major
Treble Bob Major in 1796, and in addition, many five
thousands at Leeds, Harrietsham, Lenham, Maidstone,
and other towers in Kent. The majority of them were
Plain Bob and Oxford Treble Bob, but some others were
of considerable interest. On January 7th, 1756, a day
or two after Beniamin Annable was buried, the band rang

at Leeds 5,040 changes of ‘that hard method called
Court Bob, which was never rung in Kent before.” On
Christmas Day, 1762, they rang 6,720 changes, 1 the

most extraordinary thing of its kind ever done,” and next
year at Harrietsham the same length, ' notwithstanding
its difficult and abstruse method.’

On January 20th, 1765, they rang 6,720 changes of
Court Bob Ten-in at Leeds. Annable had extended Court
Bob Major to Royal, and notes that ' the first peal was
rung August 22nd, 1741, at St. Sepulchre’s, London." It
is doubtful whether he means a five thousand; more
likely only some touches were rung.

In 1757 the band rang 6,720 Morning Pleasure Major
at Leeds, and in 1765, 5,400 Morning Pleasure Royal.
In 1766 they rang 5,056 Morning Exercise Major, and in
1775, 5,184 New Morning EXxercise.

Here are more record peals. The Court Bob Royal,
the Morning Pleasure Royal, the Morning Exercise
M ajor, the" New Morning Exercise Major, and the Morn-
ing Pleasure Major still stand in the official schedule as
the longest lengths in the methods. One notable contri-
bution the Leeds’ Youths did make to the development
of the art of change ringing. In 1774 or 1775 they rang
at Leeds 5,088 changes of New Oxford Treble Bob Major,
‘never done before,” and in 1784, New Oxford Treble
Bob Ten-in at Leeds and Maidstone. Here we have the
beginning of Kent Treble Bob, and whoever it was who
first discovered that the familiar and popular Oxford
variation could be altered and perhaps improved by the
substitution of four hand stroke places for two back
stroke places twice in each lead, Barham’'s band have the
credit of being the first to put the idea into practice.
Ringers did not at first take kindly to the new version.
taken to London and though the metropolitan
it for many years, it appeared in
the ‘ Clavis.’ Then provincial hands in the Midlands
and the North began to practise it and in the early years
of the nineteenth century it almost entirely superseded
the Oxford variation, except in the Eastern Counties,
where the older method continued to be almost exclusive-
ly rung on eight bells down to the close of the century.
In the ' Clavis ' it is called New Treble Bob and Ship-
way was the first to give it the name Kent in print, but
that was the title which London ringers would naturally
and unthinkingly adopt from the place of its origin.

(To be continued.)

It was
ringers did not adopt
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LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
MEETING AT OTLEY.

At a meeting of the Leeds and District Amalgamated Society, held
at Otley on May 25th, members were present from Armley, Batley,
Burley, Calverley, Drighhngton, Guiseley, Headingley (St. Michael's
and St. Chad’s), Idle, Leeds, Liversedge, Otley, Pudsey, Ripon, Slier-
burn, Woodlesford and visitors from Middlesmoor, Doncaster and
Beverley.

Two new members, Messrs. P. Whitaker and G. Appleyard, of Otley,
were elected, and it was decided to hold the next- meeting at Idle on
June 27th.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
MEETING AT HARSTON.

A meeting of the Cambridge District of the Ely Diocesan Associa-
tion was held at Harston on May 25tli, members and friends being
present from Cambridge, Epsom, Ickleton, Longstanton, Newmarket,
Newton, Over, Little Shelford, Stapleford, Trumpington and Willing-
ham. The methods rung ranged from Plain Bob to London Surprise
and included Norwich Surprise and a course of spliced London and
Cambridge.

The next meeting will be held at Linton and Balsham on July 20th.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIATION.
MEETING AT BISHOPSTONE.

At a meeting of the Swindon Branch of the Gloucester and Bristol
Diocesan Association at Bishopstone on June 1st, ringers were present
from Blunsdon, Lydiard Milhcent, Swindon, Stratton St. Margaret,
Rodbourne Cheney, Bishopstone, Aldbojirne, Chiseldon, Slough,
Shrivenham, Stanf'ord-in-the-Vale and Faringdon. Ringing ranged
from rounds to Double Norwioh Major. It was decided to hold no
meeting in July and to visit Malmesbury and Wootton Bassett in
August and September.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
MEETING AT BENENDEIN.

A meeting of the Tonbridge District of the Kent County Association,
held at Benenden on June 1st. was attended by over 30 members
from Leigh, Tunbridge Wells, Hawldiurst, East Peckham, Tenterden,
Chart Sutton, Ashford, Wateringbury, Paddock Wood, Frittenden,
Horsmonden. Service in church was conducted by the Vicar, and at
the business meeting six new members were elected. Cowden was
selected for the next meeting.

DEATH OF MR. JAMES CURTIS.

The death is announced of Mr. James Curtis, captain of the band
at St. Peter’'s, Carmarthen, which took place on May 27tli. Twenty-
five years ago he went to live in the town, where the bells had been
silent for some years, and trained a band of ringers. The funeral
service, which was fully choral, was at St. Peter’'s on May 30th. The
interment was at St. David's Ohurch.

FUNERAL OF MR. JOSEPH GOULD.

The funeral of the late Mr. Joseph Gould, past Master and vice-
president of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan Association, took
place at the Parish Ohurch, Henbury, on May 29th. The service was
ta-ken by the Vicar, the Rev. J. C. Lloyd, assisted by the Vicar of
Shireliampton. Mr. Gould had been a member of the association for
over 60 years, and captain of the Henbury band for 51 years. Four
ringers, Messrs. C. Harding, A. Hillier, A. Bromfield and F. Lewis,
acted as bearers. During the afternoon and evening the tower bells
were rung half-muffled. Touches of Grandsire Triples were rung on
handbells at the graveside by Messrs. A. Prince, P. Williams, E.
Guise and F. Leaker.

SUFFOLK GUILD
MEETING AT ELVEDON.

A meeting of the Mi'denhall and District branch of the Suffolk
Guild was held at Elvedon on May 11th, at which some forty mem-
bers were present from Bury St. Edmunds, Newmarket, Mildenhall,
Tngham, Lakenheath, Sliimpling, Fornham St, Martin, Olievington.
Hadleigh Horringer, Whepstead, Hessett and Great Saxham.

It was decided to hold the next meeting at Newmarket early in July

IBSTOCK. LEICESTER.

The bells of Ibstock Parish Ohurdh have been rehung as a memorial
to the late Mr. J. W. Hopkins, who was a ringer at the church for
65 years. The cost is being met by voluntary subscription, the task
of collecting being undertaken by the ringers. The work is now
complete and the reopening will be on June 22nd. It is hoped to
place a tablet in the belfry at a later date.

WICKHAM ST PAUL, ESSEX.—On Sunday, May 26th, 1,216 Kent
Treble Boh Major: A. C. Rippingale 1-2, R. Suckling (conductor) 34,
T. Bird 56, R. Rippingale 7-8.
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Additional lines are at the rate of
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above charge for each insertion.

The charge for other notices is 2s. 6d. for each in-

sertion up to four lines.
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Notices must be received not later than Monday.

Additional lines 6d. per line.

YORKSHIRE ASSN.— Western
Halifax, Saturday, June 15th.

YORKSHIRE ASSN.— Northern District.— Richmond
(8), June 15th, afternoon and evening. Service 4 p.m.
Tea (is. 6d.) and business, Parish Room, Dundas Street,
after service.

KENT ASSN.— Ashford District.— Folkestone,
day, June 15th, 2.30. Service 4.30 p.m.
ments for tea.— P. Page.

ESSEX ASSN.— Northern
June 15th,. 2.30 p.m.

Division.— Sowerby,

Satur-
Own arrange-

District.— Kelvedon
Service 4.30 p.m. Tea and busi-
ness afterwards. Feering (8) will be available in the
evening.— H. A. Pratt, Black Notley, Braintree, Essex.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS. —

(6,

Next meeting, Bell Foundry, Whitechapel, Saturday,
June 15th, 3 p.m. Ringing, St. Botolph's, Bishops-
gate.— A. B. Peck, 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate,

WORCESTERSHIRE. — Northern. — Hartlebury,
June 15th, 3 p.m. Service 4.15 p.m. Tea and busi-
ness.— Bernard C. Ashford, Bowling Green Lane, Stour-
bridge.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSN.— Biggleswade District. —
Henlow (6), Saturday, June 15th, 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m.—
C. J. Ball, 25, Tempsford Road, Sandy.

OXFORD GUILD.— Newbury Branch.— East Garston
(6), Saturdav, June 15th, 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5.

COVENTRY GUILD. — Coventry District.— New-
bold-on-Avon, June 15th, 3 p.m.— H. G. Summers.

GUILDFORD GUILD.— Farnham District.— Fren-

sham (6), Saturday, June 15th, 3 p.m. Service 4.30
p.m. Cup of tea and bun 5 p.m. at Marindin Hall.
—C. W. Denyer, 11, Newhouses, Holly Road, Aider-
shot.

SUFFOLK GUILD.— Sudbury-Clare
Melford (8), Saturday, June 15th, 3 p.m.

ness 5.15 at Old Tea Parlour.
HERTFORD COUNTY ASSN.— Northern District.
— Barkway (8), Saturday, June 15th, 3 p.m. Refresh-

District.— Long
Tea and busU

ments 5 p.m.

EAST DERBY AND NOTTS ASSN.— Blackwell (6),
June 15th. Tea 5 p.m. Names to A. Smithson, 10,
Bamford Street, Newton, Derby.

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL.— 750th Anniversary. —
The Cathedral bells will be rung at the following times:

June 16th, 9.45 a.m. and 2 p.m. June 22nd, 2.15 p.m.
June 23rd, 9.45 a.m. and 5.15 p.m. Bring food.— F. A.
Sedgwick, 10, Dam Street, Lichfield.

YORKSHIRE ASSN. — Eastern District.— Annual,

Hedon (8), Saturday, June 22nd. Service 4.30. Tea, 5

p.m. (Is. 6d.), for all who notify Mr. J. E. Morrison,
10, Church Lane, Hedon, by June 15th. Business meet-
infr following tea* — H. S. Morley, 45, Green Lane,

Selby.
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GUILDFORD GuUILD (Guildford District) and
SURREY ASSN. (North-Western District).— Satur-
day, June 22nd. Bells: Clandon (8) from 2.30. Merrow
(6) from 3 p.m. Service at Merrow 4.30, followed by
tea and meeting- in Merrow Church Hall. Numbers for
tea to the Rev. A. C. G. Oldham, Merrow Rectory,
Guildford, Surrey, by June 19th.— A. C. Hazelden and
D. Cooper.

COVENTRY GUILD.—Warwick and Stratford-upon-
Avon Branch.— Claverden Parish Church (6), Saturday,
June 22nd, 3 p.m. Tea provided.— D. Stanley.

SALISBURY GUILD.— Dorchester Branch.— Buck-

land Newton, June 22nd, 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea
5.30. Bring food. Numbers to M. M. Godley, Strat-
ton, Dorchester.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. — North and East
District. — Harrow Weald, Saturday, June 22nd, 2.30
p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea for those who notify Mr.
H. G. Hart, Woodside, Uxbridge Road, Harrow Weald,
Middlesex, by June 22nd.— T. J. Lock.

IBSTOCK, LEICESTERSHIRE.— June 22nd. Re-
opening of bells after being rehung as memorial to the
late J. W . Hopkins. Ringing 2 p.m. Service 3.30.
Tea, Is. each, for those who notify me by June 19th.—
A. E. Rowley, Hyom, Penistone Street, ibstock, Leics.

KENT ASSN.— Victory Meeting, Canterbury, June
22nd. Ringing at Cathedral 1.30 to 2.45. Service 3 p.m.
Tea in King's School (close by Cathedral) 4.15 p.m.
After tea, ringing at Cathedral, St. Alphege’s, St.
Stephen’s and St. Dunstan’s. Names for tea by June
18th to B. Luck, 20, Beaconsfield Road, Canterbury.—
G. H. Spice.

LEICESTER GUILD.— Syston District. — Barkby,
Saturday, June 22nd. Names for tea by June 19th to
H. Humphreys, Wyndale, Barkby Lane, Syston.

ELY ASSN. — Watlington, Saturday, June 22nd.
Dedication of memorial to Rev. B. H. Tyrwhitt-Drake.
Service 3.30, followed by tea. Bells from 2 p.m., and
in the evening.— W . W . Cousins, Terrington St. John,
W isbech.

DERBY AND DISTRICT ASSN.— Derby District.—

Melbourne (8), Saturday, June 22nd, 3 p.m. Commit-
tee meeting in Church House 3.30. Tea 5 p.m., fol-
lowed by business. Names to L. Warren, Potter Street,

Lancaster.
ASSN.— Marchington
Cups of tea provided. Bring

Melbourne, by .June 18th.— W m.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE
(6), Saturday, June 22nd.
food.— Andrew Thompson.

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH GUILD. —

Southampton District. — Broughton, June 22nd, 2.30
p.m. Names for tea by June 19th.— G. Pullinger, 17,
Stoke Park Road, Eastleigh, Hants.

BATH AND WELLS ASSN.— Axbridge Deanery. —
Cheddar (8), Saturday, June 22nd, 2.30 to 9 p.m. Ser-
vice 4730 p._m., followed by tea and business meeting in
Mrs. Knee's Cafe, CIliff Street.— E. J. Avery, Sandford,
Bristol.
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LAVENHAM, SUFFOLK. — Ringing Anniversary,
Saturday, June 22nd, 2 p.m. Tea shop opposite church.
— Stedman H. Symonds.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSN.— Watford District.—

Abbots Langley (6), Saturday, June 22nd, 3 p.m. Tea
only for those who notify Mr. C. Ridgeway, Marston,
Abbots Langley, Herts.

LANCASHIRE ASSN.— Liverpool Branch. — St.
Francis Xavier’'s, Salisbury Street, Liverpool, Saturday,
June 22nd. Bells 2.30 p.m. to 4 and from 4.30. Com-
mittee meet 3.30. Tea (2s!) for those who notify Mr.
T. Egan, 27, Canton Street, Liverpool 6.

YORKSHIRE ASSN. — Southern District, Barnsley
and District, Doncaster and District. — Conisborough,

Saturday, June 22nd, 3 p.m. Names for tea to Mr. S.
Harrison, 11, Church Street, Conisborough, by Wednes-
day, June 19th. Buses from Sheffield and Doncaster.—
J. J. L. Gilbert.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—Camp-

sall, June 29th, 2.30 p.m. Cups of tea only.—W . E.
Critchley.

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD.— Enville (8),
Saturday, June 29th, 2.30 p.m. Tea at ‘'The Cat, at 4

p.m. Service 5.15 p.m. Send names before June 25th.
Buses leave Stourbridge 1 and 2 p.m.—F. Colclough,
Hall Park Street, Bilston.

ISLEWORTH (10). — Saturday, June 29th, 2.30 to
4.30 and 6.30 to 8.30. Service 4.45. Tea, 5.15, Church
Hall. Names to H. W . Rogers, 14, The Grove, Isle-
worth.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — E. Berks and S.

Bucks Branch. — Hughenden, Saturday, June 29th, 3
p.m. Note altered date. Names for tea by June 22nd.
—A. D. Barker, Cambridge, Wexham, Slough.

SUFFOLK GUILD.— Hadleigh (8), June 29th, 2.30
p.m. Tea (Is. 3d.) and meeting, White Lion, 5 p.m.
Names for tea must reach me by June 26th. — J. T.
Corder, 93, Angel Street, Hadleigh, Suffolk.

ELY ASSN.— Ely District.— Haddenham (6), Satur-
day, June 29th, 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5. — C.
Gimbert, Sutton, Ely.

ST. MARTIN'S GUILD, BIRMINGHAM .— Solihull,
Saturday” June 29th, 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea, 5.15,
for those who notify'Mr. E. C. Shepherd, 2, Witley

Avenue, Solihull,
T. H. Reeves.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Banbury Branch.—
Annual, Adderbury (8), Saturday, July 6th. Service
4.15 p™m. Tea and meeting to follow. Please notify
E. Pearson, Adderbury West, Banbury.

LADIES' GUILD.— Preliminary Notice.— The annual
general meeting will be held at Leicester on Saturday,
July 13th. As important matters are to be discussed
members are asked to make every effort to attend.
Fuller details later.— Edith K. Fletcher.

near Birmingham, by June 26th. —

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS

New Installations = Repairs « Maintenance

Estimates and Advice Free

JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock WorkB, DERBY, Ltd.
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TheCENTRAL COUNCIL
PUBLICATIONS

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE
from
CAPT. W. H. J. HOOTON,
NEWTON BANK,
NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS,
BEDALE, YORKS.

d.

VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION . (0]

COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS .. . o]
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS oottt e 1i

METHOD SHEETS.—Cambridge Surprise Major ............... 2

Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3

Bristol Surprise Major .............. 2

Stedman and Grandsire 3

HINTS TO INSTRUCTOBS AND BEGINNERS 2
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) .o e 2 O

COLLECTION OF PEALS—

Section 1., Odd-bell Treble Dominated Methods................. 9

Section H., Plain Bob and Double Oxford Bob................ 9

Section I11., Double Norwioh Court Bob 9

REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B 6

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

' ROPESIGHT,” 4/-; tenth edition; 150 pagee;
commencing on three bells.

treats Plain Bob

' GRANDSIRE, 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages; commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc. Temporarily
out of print.

‘' STANDARD METHODS, tenth edition; a new book; Letterpress,
2/-; Diagrams, 2/-.

‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof aga composition.

‘TREBLE BOB, Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

'SURPRISE METHODS," 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davie*, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

Miss MARGARET E. SNOWDON

Sunnyside, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

ESTABUSHED 1833

Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES'

Noted for Easy Handling and Non-Stretching
Est. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

CLOCK AND CHIMING ROPES,
AND REPAIRS.

SPLICING
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

m8TABLISHED 1780

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

*4, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, SE.1*

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey,

tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln,

borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin,
Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals,

Imperial Insti
Durham, Peter
St. Patrick’s
etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc,

The Ringers9H4andbook

It is requested that no orders for copies
be sent after June 13th until July 4th

Bt 9T &

Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, and

96, Carver Street,
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