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A MATTER QF COURTESY.

Among the several things which kept alive the Exer-
cise and the art of change ringing during the dark days
of the ban a prominent place must be given to the meet-
ings which were held by so many of the associations.
They were for the most part but sparsely attended, and
there was little to do at them, but they kept those men
in touch with each other who form the real nucleus of
the Exercise and on whom the wellbeing of the whole
body in no small degree depends. Now that the bells
can be rung once more the number of meetings and the
attendances at them are increasing, and when the
lighter evenings come they will, we can confidently ex-
pect, increase very much more still. This is all to the
good. Well attended meetings are a sign of active life,
and not only give ringers opportunities of spending a
pleasant afternoon but serve the best interests of the
Exercise.

A very large debt of gratitude is due to those men to
whom as secretaries of guilds and associations falls the
task of arranging these meetings. A secretary’s job is
usually a rather unexciting one, sometimes an exacting
one, and occasionally a thankless one. It is a fortunate
thing that the Exercise has no lack of men who' are
willing to undertake the duties.

Generally, we may say these men’s services are recog-
nised, but there are occasions when ringers (by thought-
lessness as a lule) do make their task harder than it
need be, and there is one notable instance of this which
occurs far too frequently. At every meeting when a tea
is provided the intending visitors are asked to send in
their names by a given date. The reason is obvious to
everybody. Even in normal times, unless people know
how many are coming, they cannot make adequate pre-
paration. They run the risk either of having a lot of
food left over, or of not having enough for everybody
present. Under wartime conditions, when supplies are
so hard to obtain, the difficulty is increased tenfold.
Yet, at every meeting a large proportion of those who
turn up have not sent in their names. It is not fair to
the secretaries.

We know there are excuses and occasionally quite
good ones. It does happen sometimes that a man can-
not decide to attend a meeting until long after the time
at which he should give notice. It might happen tha't
he did not know of the meeting until too late or had for-

gotten. But when all indulgences are granted for these
(Continued on page 66.)
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PUBLICATIONS.
‘BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 3rd
thousand, 7d. each, or 7s. dozen post free. By I. Roe
and M. Broome, Orchards, Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS’ HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandaire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.

Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2/9
6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 1i2
ObtatnaWe oniy poet free from Rev. E. 8. POWELL,
Btaverton Vlosrsgs, near Dsventry.
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exceptional cases there still remain far too many whkfc
are due to carelessness, thoughtlessness, and want of
consideration for others.

How to improve matters has exercised the minds of
many secretaries. Some have published threats that
those who turn up without having guven notice will eet
no tea. It is quite a reasonable attitude to take, but
almost invariably the threat is not carried out. Kind-
ness and good fellowship prevail over justice. The
weakness of threats is that if- they are not put into force
at once, they lose their effect and become wind. So
it is with these. Men have become so used to them be-
ing made, and so little accustomed to them being carried
out, that they simply disregard them altogether. But,
we repeat, it is not fair to the secretaries. Whertf, then,
shall we find a remedy? There seems to be only one,
and that is to point out to ringers that it is a question
of good manners and ordinary consideration for other
people. Ringers are a decent lot of men. Some may
be careless and thoughtless, but there are very few who
would do anything, or omit to do anything, when they
knew it would cause inconvenience or annoyance to
others, especially to others, who are voluntarily working
for their good. If this side of the question were put
plainly to visitors at meetings so that they understood it
and took it to heart, we think there would be an im-
provement. '

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
SAWSTON, CAMBS.
THE SOCIETY OF CAMBRIDGE YOUTHS.
On Sat., Feb. 12, 1944, in Three Hours and Ten Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANGES!
Tenor 13 cwt.

*Stuart Brown ..Treble Charles W._ Smith - 5
T. Reginald Dennis .1 2 Fred HuUrry .. 6
Chartes W. Cook .03 Ernest G. Hibbins e 7
John V. Cross .. 4 James W. R. Quinney ...Tenor

Composed by Frederick Pitstow. Conducted by E. G. Hibbins.

*  First attempt for a peal on eight bells. Rung to mark the SOtli
anniversary of a peal of Grandsire Tripigs at Sawston and for tilt
220th anniversary of the Society of Cambridge Youths.

DODDERHILL, DROITWICH, WORCS,,
THE WORCESTERSHIRE A&D DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
(Western Branch.)
On Sat., %eb. 12, 1944, in Three Hours and Five Minutes,
At the Church of St. Augustine,
A PEAL OF OXFORD BOB TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
A. B. Carpenter’'s Six-part (No. 24 C.C.C.). Tenor 18% cwt. in E.

Ernest Wilson ...Treble George E. Large e 5
W alter H. Raxter .. 2 Allen Morgan . 6
Dennis R. Sayers. ... 3 Reginald W oodyatt e 7
Raymond C. Sayers ... 4 Frederick G. Yates ..Tenor

Conducted by George E. Large.
BURNHAM. BUCKS.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 12, 1944, in Three Hours and Six Minutes,
At the Church of St. Peter,
A PEAL OF OXFORD TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANGES]
Tenor 16 cwt.

Frank H. Hicks e Treble tWIiLLIAM W elling

Tony Price . 2 *C. Alfred Levett

John M. Gayford ... 3 W ittiam Henley 7
«Norman V. Harding ... 4 George Gilbert .Tenor

Composed by John Thorp. Conducted by George Gilbert.
* First peal in the Oxford Variation. + 450th peal.
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SIX AND FIVE BELL PEALS.

HAVERHILL, .SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 5, 1944, in Three Hours and Four Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANCES;
Seven different extents. Tenor ;2£ cwt.

*L.A.C. Peter Carter Treble Samuel J. Twitchett ... 4
*H arry Backler . 2 Gnr. N. Hough (R.A))_ S
James W . Jennings ... 3 L estlie W right ...Tenor

Conducted by James W. Jennings.

* First peal. First peal Ol the bells. Rung on the 40th anniversary
of, the opening of the bells.

POYNTON, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCJSAN GUILD,
(Macclesfield Branch.)
On Sat., Feb. 5, 1944, in Two Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes,
At the Church of St. George,
A PEAL OF GRANOSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES!
Ten different callings.

*Roy Parkinson ...Treble Wilttiam Gayes  ........ 4
¢Frank Cadman 2 *Ronald H. Thornley ... 5
John W orth 3 4¢Gordon Henshaw ...Tenor
Conducted by John Worth.
* First peal. All the above ringers are service ringers at Christ

Church, Macclesfield.
REDRUTH, CORNWALL. =
On Sat., Feb. 6, 1944, in Two Hours and Fifty Minutes,
At the Church of St. Euny,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES]

E. Saunders ...Treble S. Seymour ... 4
J. Reed 2 V. Williams
H. Seymour 3 P. Williams _...’Té'lor

Conducted by V. Wirttiams.

SALTER STREET, HOCKLEY HEATH, WARWICKSHIRE.

THE ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOOESE OF
BIRMINGHAM.

12, 1944, in Two Hours and Forty-Three Minutes,
At the Church of St. Patrick,

A PEAL OF GRANOSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Forty-two six-scores, ten different callings. Tenor 8 cwt. 21 Ib. in A.

On Sat., Feb.

Wilfred E. Bo X . Treble | *Arthur D. Cook .. 3
#Richard J. B. Hadden 2 ! John N. Lindon 4
George E. Fearn ... Tenor

Conducted by George E. Fearn.
* First peal of Grandsire. First peal on the bells.

HANLEY CASTLE, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
, (Western Branch.)
On Sat., Feb. 12, 1944, in Three Hours and One Minute,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES]
Being 720 each of Double Bob, Double Oxford, Cambridge Surprise,
Oxford Treble Bob. Kent Treble Bob, Oxford Bob and Plain Bob.
Tenor 14 cwt.
...Treble Lewis ... 4
5
.Tenor

Geoffrey J.
+George' Ambler
Charles J. Camm.

Ernest F. Cubberitey
#DENNfc R.
W illiam Ranford
Conducted by Chartes J.
t First peal of Minor. X birthday compliment to the

Morris

Camm.

+ 100th peal,
conductor.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIATION.

MEETING AT WICKHAM.

A meeting of the Western District of the Durham and Newcastle
Diocesan Association, held at Wickham on January 22nd. was attended
by ringers from Chester-le-Street, Blackhill, Benfieldside, Wickham,
Blaydon and Tanfield. A visitor was Mr. Sims, of Tampsford, Bed-
fordshire. During the afternoon and evening a variety of Doubles
and Minor methods were rung.

Mr. J. M. Broadbent proposed a vote of thanks to the Rector and
churchwardens and to the ladies who waited at tea.

It was decided to hold the next meeting at Consett on February 19tli.
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HANDBELL PEALS.

BIRMINGHAM.

MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM.

On Tues., Feb. 8, 1944, in Two Hours and Thirty-Fivt Minutes,
At the Tamworth Arms, Street, City,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5067 CHANGES®
Tenor size 16 in B flat.

THE ST.

Moor

Sergt. E. Sibley, ->R.A.F. 1-2 I Frank E. Haynes
Albert W alker . .. 3-4 | George E. Fearn
Herbert C. Spencer 9-10

Composed by J. E. Groves. Conducted by Albert W alker.

WALTHAM ABBEY, ESSEX.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thins. Feb. 10, 1944, in Two Hours and Twenty-Four Minutes,
At 5, Monkswood Avenues

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Holt's O riginal. Tenor size 9 in G.
¢Mrs. C. W. Roberts 1-2 I Charles W. Roberts 5-6
John Thomas .. 3-4 1 Mrs. J. Thomas ... 7-8

Conducted by C. W. Roberts.

¢ First handbell peal.

ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.

1944, in Two Hours and Twenty-Seven
Minutes,

At 45, W alsingham Road,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES:

Tenor size

On Thurs., Feb. 10,

Heywood’'s T ransposition. i6'.

¢Mrs. J. Thomas 1-2 1| Ernest C. S. Turner 5-6
John Thomas 3-4 I Charles W. Roberts ~ ... 7-8
Conducted by Ernest C. S. Turner.

Umpire : Mrs. G. W. Fletcher.

¢ First peal of Stedman Triples 011 handbells.
OXFORD.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.
On Fri., Feb. 11, 1944, in Two Hours and Eleven Minutes,
At New College,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5066 CHANGES;
Tenor size 15 in C.
¢Jean. A. Southerst 1 J. E. Spice (New College) 34
(Somerville) ... 1-2 | Betty Spice (Somerville)... pgg
Atan W hite (Lincoln) 7-8
Composed by J- A. Trollope (C.C.C. No. 119).
Conducted by John E. Spice.

¢ First attempt for a peal.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

MEETING AT FULHAM.

A meeting of the South and West District of the Middlesex County
Association was held at All Saints’, Fulham, on January 28th, and
was attended by about 25 members and friends from Bushey,
Chichester, Ealing (Christ Church, St. Mary's and St. Stephen’s),
Fulham, Heston, Hillingdon (St. John’'s), Hounslow, Isleworth, Ken-
sington, Luton, Putney, Twickenham, Walthamstow and Wembley
Park. Ringing was restricted to the standard methods, Grandsire
and Stedraan Caters and Kent Treble Bob Royal, with a finishing
touch of Bob Major. A number of beginners had plenty of oppor-
tunity for rounds.

A short meeting was held in the belfry, presided over by Mr. J. A.
Trollope, supported by Mr. C. T. Coles (general secretary), Mr. E. c.
S. Turner (Ringing Master) and other officers. On the proposition
of Mr. E. C. S. Turner, seconded by Mr. J. Herbert, nine r.ew mem-
bers were elected or confirmed: Messrs. H. W. Barrett (Surbiton),
G. E. Goodman (Kingston), N. V. Harding (Slough), as non-resident
life members, and Messrs. M. A. Beauchamp, F. C. Price and R. c.
Price (Feltham), J. Cobb and B. Rose (Heston) and W. J. Paice (St.
Mary Abbot’s, Kensington), as ringing members.

It was tentatively arranged to hold the next meeting at Feltlism
on March 18th, oh the proposition of Mr. T. G. Bannister, seconded
by Mr. J. Herbert. A vote of thanks was passed to the Vicor of
Fulham, and to Mr. H. M. Page for arranging the meeting.
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HANDLING A BELL.
(Continued from page 61.)

When two or more men are raising; a bell, especially
when one of them is standing on a box, the man who is
grasping the rope above the Other should not retain his
hold after he has pulled. As soon as he has lowered his
hands as far as he can in a directly perpendicular path
he should leave the rope to the other man. When he
retains his hold (as so many men do) he only hampers
his companion in his action, and spoils the natural and
easy movement of the rope. He has plenty of time to
regain his grasp of the rope as the bell swings upwards.

Raising a bell reveals clearly the advantages of cor-
rect handling and so usually do any defects in th~bell’s

hanging, especially when it hasma tendency to ‘slip
wheel.” The ringer’s custom is to. say that the bell slips
wheel, but what, of course, he means and what his

hearers understand, is that the rope slips out from the
channel on the circumference of« the wheel. This may
be caused by one of several things. <A part of the fillet
or flange of the wheel may be broken away. The wheel
may have become warped or may be set on the stock so
that the path in which it moves is not in a direct line
with the pulley. The pulley may be too close to the
wheel, or may not be working freely. Damp weather
and atmospheric conditions may affect the rope, 6r an
extra thick splice may have to pass the pulley. And,
finally, it may be caused by sheer slovenly and careless
handling.

All these things are not nearly so likely to occur as
once they were. For that we have to thank the modern
bell hangers. Their wheels are much more solidly built
than those of olden times, the channels through which
the ropes pass are wider, and pulleys are better de-
signed and better placed. A man must be a very
slovenly handler to allow a bell with modern fittings to
slip wheel, but some do manage it, somehow or other.

When part of the flange of the wheel is broken it
is very difficult and often impossible to prevent the rope
slipping from the channel, but fortunately this is a
defect which can be repaired easily and without tech-
nical skill. When the wheel is warped or set on the
stock out of truth it is a different matter and needs the
attention of an expert bell hanger. It is remarkable how
many of the old wheels were out of truth to a greater
or less degree. In the majority of cases the defect was
not enough to cause any serious trouble, but that the
defect was there could at once be seen by the marks
the rope made in the channel. Often they would show
that the rope did not ride on the sole of the wheel, but
on one of the flanges, and obviously it would take little
to make it slip from the channel altogether.

The usual thing in such cases is to tell the ringer to
ring with a tight rope. The advice is sound enough
and what is meant is quite correct, but it is not usually
correctly understood. By ringing with a tieht rope
many men understand that there must be hard pulling
and hard checking, but hard pulling and hard checking
will do nothing to prevent a bell slipping wheel. The
ordinary strength of pulling, while it lasts, is quite suffi-
cient to keep the rope in the channel, and that is not
the time when the slipping occurs. It almost always
happens after the ringer has finished his pull and usually
from handstroke. What he should do is to keep his
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hands on the rope as long as possible and so to make
his pull that it has no chance to become slack between
the wheel and the pulley. If he always handles his bell
correctly this will normally happen, and he need .not
bother specially about keeping a tight rope. He does
that whether the bell has a tendency to slip wheel or
not, or whether he has to pull much or little.

Here we may note the advantage of moving the
hands down and up smoothly and in a directly per-
pendicular path, not only when actually pulling, but
afterwards. For it is seldom a bell will slip wheel if
the rope passes through the pulley at the same rate as
it comes from the wheel. It is the slackness of the
rope between the wheel and the pulley which is the
proximate cause of slipping. The weight of the rope is
in most cases sufficient to carry it through the pulley
as fast as it comes from the wheel; but when the pulley
does not run freely, or when the rope is stiff from
atmospheric conditions, or when there is a splice in the
way, the skilful handling of the ringer is called upon to
supply the defect.

It sometimes happens that the bell chamber is larger
in area than the room below, which may be the belfry.
The frame will then rest partly on an off-set in the walls,
and if the ropes hung down directly from some of the
wheels, they would fall much too close to the belfry
walls. They are therefore drawn under the wheels and
passed through double pulleys. These pulleys must be
closer to the wheels than is usually the case, and if the
wheels are large, they will shed the rope so rapidly that
unless the ringer handles correctly the rope will bunch
up between the wheel and pulley and miss the channel
as the bell swings round. The ringer will blame the
bell for the accident, but it would not have happened if
his handling had not been at fault.

Where a bell is fitted with an extra large wheel, and
when the pulley is too close to it, the same thing will
happen.

The advantages of correct handling are shown where
there is a long draught of rope and no guides. For
comfort in ringing the ceiling of the belfry or the lowest
set of guides'should not be more than about fourteen
feet 'from the floor, but sometimes it is considerably
more. Occasionally when the ringing is done from the
ground, someone will object to guides on the plea that
they would disfigure some painted glass west window.
The plea is usually not a valid one, and the window, not
seldom, is a nineteenth century atrocity, but the ringers
have to suffer.. In such circumstances the little bells
are much the more difficult to ring, but the man who
handles correctly will find the sally will come to his
hands quite naturally and easily. His chief difficulty
will be caused by his anxiety not to miss his sally, for
his tendency will be to move his hands too quickly and
to lift them too suddenly after he has made his pull,
and so will actually cause that erratic movement of the
rope he is so anxious to guard against.

What we have said in these articles will, we hope,
have shown that there is more in the art of handling a
bell than most ringers imagine. It is a subject well
worth attention, for there is no man whose handling is
so good that it cannot be bettered, and the better it is
the more satisfaction he will get out of ringing gener-
ally. If, then, these articles do something to create an
interest in the matter thev will have served their end.

—
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DEATH OF MR. W H. LLOYD. SERVICE TOUCHES.

Tie death is announced of Mr. W. H. Lloyd, the bon. secretary of GRANDSIRE TRIPLES.
the Taunton Branch of the Bath and Wells friocesan Association, who 1,260 1,260 1,260
passed away at the Taunton and Somerset Hospital on January 20th 234567 234567 234567
at the age of 46. He had undergone an operation in November from
which he appeared to recover slowly, but a second operation became 672453 2 672453 2 752634 1
necessary and this proved too much for him. 53624? 2 346572 1 237546 3

Mr. Lloyd learnt to ring at St. Peter-at-Gowts Lincoln, about the S 275436 1 723654 2 652437 1
-year 1912, and afterwards went to Taunton, where he did a good 642375 1 237654 4 276245 2
deal of work in five and six bell towers and was associated with the 536742 1 462537 1 763246 4
band formed by James Hunt. He rang and conducted several peals, S 725436 | 624537 4 527463 1
bgth on tower and handbells. During tne last war he served for four 367542 2 246537 4 276463 4
years with the Lincoln Regiment and the Royal Engineers, and during 423756 2 372654 2 752463 4
the present war he was a member of the Post Office Home Guard. 674523 1 S 643572 1 637246 2

The funeral was at the cemetery of St. Mary Magdalene, Taunton, 426735 3 256743 1 S 256437 1
and was attended by representatives from the local Post Office, officers 574326 1 372456 1 742356 1
of the Home Guard, who formed a guard of honour, and a contingent 265437 2 S 463572 1 637542 1
of the company, who acted as bearers and escort. 652437 4 721356 2 S 526437 1

Ringers were present from local towers, among them Mr. T. H. Zg%g% El g%gg% i i’gggg %
Taffender. The church bells were rung muffled -after the committal. P.L. 423567 2 P L. 234756 1

Each twice repeated.
DEATH OF MR. HENRY MARTIN. From Parker's Twelve-Part

The death lias occurred of Mr. Henry Martin, of Birkenhead, who 234567 1,260
passed away on February 5th in hospital after two months’ illness.
He was an active member of the Wirral Branch of the Chester
Diocesan Guild and of the Liverpool Branch of the Lancashire Asso- 672453 2 456372 1 672345 2
ciation, and was attached to the belfry of St. Saviour's, Oxton. When 346572 1 674523 3 246753 3
the tower was badly damaged in an air raid he did the repairs himself 673425 3 356274 1 372546 1
and put in a new window. 546273 1 743625 2 243765 3

Mr. Martin was buried at the Landican Cemetery after service at 735624 2 437625 4 572643 1
St. Saviour’s, conducted by the Vicar and the Rev. T. H. Florence. 247563 2 634572 5 675324 5
Messrs. H. Brocklebank, John Evans, S. Moston, Herbert Samuels and 352647 1 222734 13 436%;2 é
R. Bennett were present from Oxton tower. 473265 2 547 754

734265 4 756432 1 237465 2
657423 2 457263 5 652743 2

NORTON SUBCOURSE NORFOLK.—On Sunday, January 23rd, . 346257 1 634725 2 376452 1
for evensong, 720 Bob Minor: Mrs. G. Walpole (first 720) 1, Mrs. ' 573624 2 256473 2 663724 3
R. W. Barber 2, B. Barber 3, A. Walpole 4, S. Fenn 5, G. Walpole 245367 2 342756 1 246375 2
(conductor) 6. 672534 2 253467 3 P.L. 234567 1

PENARTH, GLAM.—On Tuesday, January 25th, 1,260 Grandsire From Holt's Ori]

Triples: L. W. Prosser 1, A. Hannington 2, J. W. Jones 3. W. Heath

4, J. Lovatt 5, A. Rowley 6, E. Ooombes (conductor) 7, A. Weaver 8. STAVERTON.—On February 5th, 720 Bob Minor : G. Haucock 1,
Rung half-muffled as a token of respect to the donor of the bells, D. C. Birkenshaw (first 720) 2, Rev. E. S. Powell (conductor) S, Miss
Jessie Lillian Willcocks. M. Clarke 4, Mrs. Powell 5, F. Hancock 6.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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34, Whitechapel Road, E I.

All communications for this journal should be addressed
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The Editor,
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c/o The Woodbridge Press, Ltd.,
Guildford, Surrey.

‘ The Ringing World ' can be sent direct by post from
the office for 4s. 3d. per quarter payable in advance.

Cheques and remittances should be made payable to
MEARS & i

TO SECRETARIES OF ASSOCIATIONS.

sums are required for the present.
A list of the associations who accepted the invitation

The invitation to associations to provide working
capital for this journal is now withdrawn and no further

a

34, WHITECHAPEL
LONDON
E1l

Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

Founders of the new ring

of twelve for

Liverpool Cathedral

Tenor 82 cwt.

HANDBELLS, BELL ROPES,

MUFFLES,
Btc,

1 will be published shortly.
E. H. LEWIS,

ROAD A. A. HUGHES,

.G. W. FLETCHER.

NOTICE TO ASSOCIATIONS AND ALL SMALL
ADVERTISERS.

On and after the issue of March 3rd, 1944, no notice
of meetings or other small advertisements will be pub-
lished unless fully prepaid. Where associations have
deposited a sum to cover their notices for the vear, it
should be definitely stated how many insertions are re-
quired when the notice is sent, unless arrangements
have already been made.

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.

By the decision of the Standing Committee a meeting
of the Central Council will be held at the Jerusalem
Chamber, Westminster Abbey (by kind permission of
the Dean), on Whit Monday, May 29th. Full details
will be published later.

We' are asked to say that the organist at the Guildford meeting
at Farnham was Mr. F. C. W. Knight, not Wright as reported'.

Mr. Ernest G. Fenn, the Master of the Ancient Society of College
Youths, lias retired from the Post Office after 48 years. The King
has awarded him the Imperial Service Medal ' for faithful service.

The handbell peal of Stedman Caters rung at Enfield on February
3rd should be credited to the Middlesex County Association.

Any member of the National Guild of Police Ringers who has not
received a letter from the lion, secretary recently is asked to com-
anicate with him at The Wayside, 150, Narborough Road South,

eicester.

DEATH OF MR FREDERICK G. SYMONDS.

The death lias occurred of Mr. Frederick George Symonds, who
passed away suddenly ou February 10th as he was preparing to leave
home for his office.

Mr. Symonds was one of the ringing family of Lavenham and a
son of Mr. Arthur Symonds. He was a member of the Society of
Royal Cumberland Youths and of the band at St. Martin’s-in-the-
Fields, and was well known among London ringers. He was clerk to
Mr. Justice Henn Collins.

The funeral was at Southgate Parish Church on Wednesday last.
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THE MONTH'S PEALS.

During the month of January 50 peels were rung, 34 of them on
tower bells and 16 on handbells.

The tower bell peals consisted of Grandsire Doubles 2, Triples 5;
Stedman Triples 4; Bob Major 7; Kent Treble Bob Major 3; Little
Bob Major 1; Double Norwich Court Bob Major 2; Cambridge Sur-
piis* Major 2, Royal 1; Minor in 3 methods 4, in 4 methods 1, in
5 methods 1, and in 7 methods 1.

The handbell peals consisted of Grandsire Doubles 2. Triples 4,
Caters 1; Stedman Caters 1, Cinques 1; Bob Major 3, Royal 1; Kent
Treble Bob Major 2; and Spliced Surprise Major in five methods 1.

Thirty conductors took part in the tower bell peals; Mr. W. F.
Judge called three, and Mr. H. J. Poole and Mr. A. Price two each.

Eight conductors took part in the handbell pealsj Mr. John Thomas
called six, and Mr. A. H. Pulling, Mr. J. E. Spice and Mr. A. V.
Davis two each. Mr. Pulling and Mr. Spice also called one tower
bell peal each.

The best tower bell performance was Cambridge Surprise Royal at
Leicester. The Oxford Diocesan Guild rang Cambridge Major, Little
Bob Major and Double Norwich Court Bob Major, as well as Bob
Major and Grandsire Triples. The St. Martin’s Guild of Birmingham
rang Cambridge Major.

On handbells the best performance was the Spliced Surprise Major
at Bushey in five methods, London, Wembley, Bristol, Superlative and
Cambridge. The Birmingham men added to their long list of peals of
Stedman Cinques, and at Enfield no fewer thaji eight peals were rung,
consisting of Grandsire Triples 2, Caters 1; Bob Major 2, Royal 1;
Kent Treble. Bob Major 1; and Stedman Caters 1. Some of the band
were old and well-experienced ringers, but some were pupils of Mr.
John Thomas who have but recently learnt to ring. We said some
time ago that the new year would probably hear something of this
band, and our prophecy is already in fair way of being fulfilled.

THE GREAT BELL OF NOVGOROD
A message from the Moscow correspondent of ‘ The Times' states
that the great bell of Novgorod has been saved from destruction at
enemy hands.
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ACOUSTICS OF THE BELFRY
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have never doubted the accuracy of Mr. Corby’'s state-
ment as ' K.C.A." charges me with, neither had | any desire to ascribe
the credit of the ideal outside acoustic condition of the tower in
question to other than the Central Council. The last part of my
letter proves this, in that | wrote, ‘' | very much doubt whether all the
Central Council’'s advice was taken.” | left your readers to infer that
the Central Council advised on the inside as well as the outside con-
ditions. Perhaps ‘ K.C.A." did not -notice the word *all.’

I do not know the tower in question and have no axe to grind in
the matter. SYDNEY R. ROPER.

South 'Croydon.

ODD STRUCK BELLS.

Dear Sir,—I was very pleased to read your recent editorial on the
above subject—an important one to ringers, and, as you say, one that
is not attended to as it should tie, even allowing for all the difficulties
that are in the way. There are many occasions when ringers do not
speak on these matters as they should, e.g., opening days and at
meetings when the clergy and perhaps other church representatives
are present.

In addition to the items you mention, perhaps one or two more
could be added (of course, | realise you were not making an exhaustive
list). Other items are : (1) Badly odd struck bells. Of these we have
plenty, and though no serious drawback to a really experienced ringer,
they are nevertheless a nuisance and a source of discomfort and bad
striking. In very few cases would it be difficult for these to be
rectified, and with a new peal of bells are inexcusable. Any odd
~truck bells should be rectified by the bellfounders immediately they
are found to be so, say after the opening of the new peal. This is
where the experienced ringers should exert their influence. Unfor-
tunately, however, everyone is so pleased that the bells are restored
that they overlook details which might otherwise receive attention
if sufficient pressure were brought to hear.

Other defects which are prevalent are: Where salleys go through
the ceiling the holes are sometimes too small, causings salleys to jump

* It was cast in the 17th century and used to hang with two othersif the ceiling is low. Clock cases badly placed, organ blower motors

in St. Sophia belfry. These three bells were toj> heavy to be moved
when other bells in Novgorod were taken to safety in August, 1941.

‘When the fall of Novgorod seemed imminent local officials made
another attempt to take the bells to safety. The two smaller were
put in a barge, but this was sunk by a bomb. The big bell was still
on the river bank when the Germans broke into the town. Under
shellfire the mayor and his assistants managed to bury the bell, and
though the Germans during their 2£ years occupation asked many
people where it was, nobody told them.

‘ Now the bell has been "dug up by Red Army sappers, and divers
are at work in the river looking for the other two/

The bell™is given in Lord Gnmthorpe’s list of big bells as 31 tons
in weight and the heaviest in the world outside Moscow. (The China
and Burma bells are not listed.) *The Times * correspondent says
it could be heard at a distance of 25 miles. Statements of that sort
have often been made about famous bells, but it is extremely unlikely
that a bell, with so deep a note as this must have, could be heard
anytliing nearly so far off. It would be interesting to know what
are the furthest distances any of our own bells have definitely been
heard.

HANDLING A BELL.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The question as to how an instructor should teacli his
pupil to hold his rope’s end when pulling from backstroke has arisen
in our tower and the tower of a neighbouring church. The majority
of ringers in this district advocate the placing of the hands close
together, in fact, touching; while the minority say that about two or
three inches between the hands is preferable.

I should-, be extremely grateful if readers of ‘ The Ringing World *
would offer their opinions about this. Speaking from personal ex-
perience, | have found, after having taught some 50 young people,
that a far superior control of the bell is obtained when the hands are
placed about three inches apart. When the hands are touching | have
found in every case that the loop formed beneath the sally is inclined
to shoot out at the bottom, thus causing unnecessary shaking about
of the rope. Enough space should be allowed between the hands so
that the knuckles are not pressed together. This contact catises the
"wrists to flick the rope, whereas, if the aforementioned space is main-
tained, the flexibility of the rope between the two hands will bring
about a far better control of the bell. F. C. W. KNIGHT.

The Grammar School, Farnham.

SALISBURY DIOCFSAN GUILD.

MEETING AT MARKET LAVTOGTON.

A meeting of the Devizes Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild
was held on February 5th at Market Lavington, and was attended
by rinerers from Melksham. Market Lavington, North Bradley, Erch-
font, Bishop’s Cannings, Devizes (St. John’s and St. Mary's) and
Southbroom. The Vicar conducted service in church, and the methods
rung consisted of Grandsire and Stedman Doubles and Bob Minor.

or air feed pipes situated in the ringing chamber and causing obstruc-
tion of sight or stan&ng room. Baa circles or too wide circles where
such could be avoided. Certain ropes hung too close to the wall, pre-
venting a straight and normal pull. Excessive long draughts where a
higher floor could be arranged. These are a great drawback to raising
beginners and teaching them to control. Bad ventilation, noticeable
at many ringing meetings, and the bad adjustment of ropes; usually
the salleys are too low and the rope ends too long.

Ropes should be adjusted for a good sized chap and boxes provided
for ringers of small stature. In addition to making the ringer reach
high, they decrease wear due to ropes catching the floor. Bell founders
cannot be blamed for defects to apparatus or fittings, etc., which are
not in the scope of their contract, but they, and competent ringers
who can get their advice to the right quarter, should emphasise the
necessity for these things receiving proper attention.

It is foolish to spoil a good job for a halfpennyworth of tar, and.
compared with the cost of restoration of a peal of bells, many of
these accessories are a small charge, and, of course, there are places
where these details have been attended to.

As the Editor says, a steeple or tower is primarily a home for the
bells and should be designed for that end, or where possible improved.

Would the clergy be content to preach from a soap box perched on
top of the organ? Not for long. He and his parishioners would 600n
bnng about an improvement.

There are, of course, many improvements ringers themselves could
bring about, e.g., covering louvres of noisy bells, etc.

Some towers have a more suitable fabnc than others for an ideal
lay-out. An example that comes to mind of a ‘good job *is St.
John’s Parish Church, Croydon. And, of course, many others could
be quoted, St. Marie’s, Norfolk Row, Sheffield; Bolsover, Derbyshire;
St. Mary’s, Portsea, and so on.

As regards bells that are all greatly indistinct in the belfry. In
these cases it would be possible to have a valve amplifier suitably
placed near the bells, with a speaker or speakers correctly placed
m the ringing chamber—say in the ceiling—so that the sound of the
bells was normal (and adjustable) in the ringing chamber.

In conclusion, I would suggest that the ringing of peals on defective
sets of bells be avoided (as this often gives the impression that all is
well, when such is not the case), and that ringers keep these things
in mind and make constant effort towards improvement.

NORMAN CHADDOCK.

ST PAULS CATHEDRAL, MFLBOURNE, AUSTRAIIA.

The annual meeting”f the St. Paul's Cathedral, Melbourne, Society
was held in the belfry on August 25th, 1943, under the chairmanship
of Dean Langley. The following officers were elected : Captain, J.
Spencer; vice-captain, A. Reider; secretary, W. Waghorne; assistant
secretary. A. Zelius; steeplekeeper, W. Waghorne; auditors, E. Knott,
M. Hemstorgde; committee, F. Boughton, Mrs. Switson, M. Hem-
storgde. Reference was made to the death of Mr. E. Behan, who was
connected with the belfry for many years.
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MODERN TOWERS OF CORNWALL.

By the Rev A. S. Roberts.

Out of some fifty churches built in Cornwall and the
Scilly Isles (which are a part of the Diocese of Truro)
during the past one hundred and fifteen years only four
have rings of bells, and only about twelve others have a
tower of any kind. There is a doubt whether some of
these towers would take a ringing peal, being either too
small or too poorly built. It is not, then, the church
builders of the period in question whom we have to thank
for the towers which accommodate the one hundred and
forty-two rings of five bells or more in the county. Most
of these towers are built strongly of Cornish granite in
what has become known as the traditional Cornish style
and are mostly from four to six hundred years old.

The builders of last century and .this have given little
thought to towers. A turret or a bellcote seems to
have sufficed. In only one or two cases has provision
for the future building of a tower being made, as at St.
John’s, Penzance, built in 1881, where .the base of a
future tower forms the south porch, and the lower por-
tion of the spiral staircase is crowned with a small
wooden bellcote.

Of the towers that do exist Chacewater (1828) and
Halsetown (1866) have one bell each, and Pendeen one
bell and ten tubes erected in 1908 at a cost of ,£242.
At Mithian a church was built in 1846, but by 1898 the
tower and spire had become so weak that they were
taken down. The one bell of about 5 cwts. was hung
in a wooden structure in the churchyard, but about 15
years ago a typical new Cornish tower was built of
granite brought frcfm a nearby disused engine house of
a long closed tin mine. The one bell was hung for ring-
ing in the new tower by Messrs. Gillett and Johnston.
Two Truro churches have towers—St. George's (1855)
with one tube, and St. Paul’'s. St. Paul's tower, was
built in 1909-10 at the same time as the two western
towers and spires of the Cathedral. The N.W. tower
of the'Cathedral was provided with its fine ring of ten
(tenor 33 cwts. 3 grs. 10 Ibs.) and St. Paul’'s tower got
ten tubes. These latter were unsuccessful and were soon
sold, but the money was set aside, and 1923 Messrs. J.
Taylor and Co. 'provided a good 12 cwt. ringing bell.
Ln 1938 an offer was made to add other bells to this one,
but it was not accepted on the score that they would
clash with the Cathedral bells. This seems a pity, be-
cause a ring of six would have been an asset to the city,
and St. Paul's is well distant from the Cathedral. In
the Scilly Isles the church on St. Mary’'s Island, built
in 1835, has one bell and eight tubes in its tower. The
churches on St. Agnes and Trescoe (1879) also have
one bell each;

The four churches with rings of bells must now be
mentioned. At St. Mary’s, Penzance, rebuilt in 1834, a
ring of eight (tenor 20£ cwts. in E) was hung in 1865.
St. Mary’s tower became the stronghold of change-ring-
ing in Cornwall, and a good band was brought into be-
ing and led by Colonel H. R. Trelawney. The tradition
of the tower was maintained under the inspiration and
leadership of Dr. John Symons, the present President of
the Truro Diocesan Guild. But in 1904 St. Mary’s bells
were considered unsafe and the ringing tradition came
to an abrupt end. Most of the band transferred to the
nearby tower of Gulval. St. Mary’s bells were silent for
25 years, and it was not until 1929 that Dr. Symons was

THE RINGING WORLD.

February 18th, 1944,

able to inspire their restoration, when they were recast
and the present ring (tenor 23 cwts. 3 grs. 23 Ibs.) was
installed. This is the heaviest eight in Cornwall, and
the bells are a delight to ring. It is only to be hoped
that the ringing tradition will be revived.

The present church of All Hallows, Kea,.was built in
1896 in place of one built in 1802. It is the third church
in the parish. It has a tower and spire and eight
bells (tenor 12 cwts.), hung in 1904 by Messrs. J. Taylor
and Co. The fifteenth century tower of a much earlier
church still stands some three miles distant on the banks
of the river Fal, and the seventh bell in the new tower
was the tenor of the ring of three in this old tower.
The late J. C. Daubuz, who lived at Killiow Mansion,
not far from the present church, was keenly interested
in bells and ringing, and was generous towards the pro-
vision of Kea bells; the second bell at Truro Cathedral
is inscribed as having been given by him in memory of

his father. He also left an endowment for the Kea
ringers.
Tuckingmill Church, built in 1845, was for nearly

ninety years without bells, but now has a pleasing octave
(tenor 10£ cwts.) by Messrs. John Taylor and Co. Six
bells were hung and a frame for eight provided in 1931,
and the two trebles were added in 1937. The six bells were
erected during the incumbency of the late Rev. J. J.
Howarth, who had erected a ring of six, similar in
weight, at St. Thomas’, Launceston, when Vicar there.

The fourth tower (surmounted by spire) with bdls is
Baldhu. There is a ring of six. The church of St
Michael was built in 1848 by George Henry, second Earl
of Falmouth, and the bells were given at the same time
by Anne, Countess of Falmouth. The tenor weights 9
cwts., and the ring came from the foundry of Messrs.
Mears and Stainbank. These bells are one of four rings
of Cornwall’s one hundred and forty-two rings of five
and upwards which cannot be rung for want of rehang-
ing. It is one of the last towers west of mid-Cornwall
where prize-ringing took place, and there are still some
memories of such prizes as six hats and six pairs of
gloves being given at contests in the tower.

The second newest of all these some fifty churches can
be taken as an example to delight the hearts of those
who always hope that provision will be made, as of
old, for bells when a new church is to be erected or one
rebuilt. In this respect there will be many such cases
to be considered in the post-war years, and local opinion
can, no doubt, do a great deal. The example is my own
church of All Saints, Carbis Bay, which was needed in
a growing district some two miles from St. lIves, and
which has now been incorporated in the ancient borough
of St. Ives. In 1926 an anonymous gift of £7,000 was
made, accompanied by four typewritten words ‘ For
Carbis Bay Church.” The present church took the place
of a wooden Mission Room. A local church building*
committee was formed, and «this committee demanded a
1 Cornish Church ' in opposition to another plan which
was put forward for a modern building. The design of
Mr. R. F. Wheatly, of Truro, was accepted, but with the
unusual feature for a Cornish church of the tower at the
south-east corner—most towers being at the west end.
But as the carrying out of the complete plan would have
cost £12,000, and it had to be curtailed to meet the
£7,000, four bays of the nave were cut out, and also the
upper portion of the tower, but still the feature of a
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tower remained, the walls of which are carried up to
beyond the level for the bells. The point of the tem-
porary pyramidal roof rises to the level of the future flat
roof, above which will rise the embattlements and
pinnacles.

The minutes of the meetings of the building commit-
tee record that when the plans were sent to the late
bishop (Dr. W. H. Frere) for his approval he sent them
back, asking whether, in order toeconomise in the amount
of money available, a tower was necessary. The reply
of the committee was that as the base of the tower
formed the Lady Chapel it would not be practicable
to dispense with it. There seems to have been no
thought given, at the time, to bells, and the old mission
room bell has done duty ever since, so there seems no
reason at all why the tower could not have been finished
at roof level of the church except that the committee
demanded some kind of a tower. The result, therefore,
is that the ringing chamber has been provided, and is
so marked on the architect’'s plan, and there is room
above to hang a light ring of eight on one level as the
tower is eleven feet square and is built solidly of Cornish
granite. Entrance to the ringing chamber is from the
outside by a substantial spiral staircase of some twenty-
five steps.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIATION.

MEETING AT SUNDERLAND.

A meeting of the Eastern District of the Durham and Newcastle
Diocesan Association was held at St..Ignatius’ Church, Sunderland,
on February 5th, when about twenty members Were present from
Ohester-le-Street, Houghton-le-Spring, West Hartlepool, Bishopwear-
mouth and the home tower. Welcome was given to three visitors,
Lieut. Hawkins, of Warwickshire, Pte. Parker, of Reading, and Pte.
Simm, of Bedfordshire.

The methods rung included Kent Treble Bob Minor, Grandsire and
Stedman Triples, Bob Major, Double Norwich, Spliced Oxford and
Kent and Cambridge Surprise Major.

Tea was served in the Church Institute, the Vicar, the Rev. G. H.
Marshall, and the churchwarden, Mr. R. L. Patterson, joining the
party. Mr. J. W. Parker, proposing a vote of thanks, referred to
the willing way in which the majority of incumbents granted per-
mission to ring on these occasions. It gave great pleasure to the
ringers when the clergy attended.

The Vicar said he rather thought that the clergy’s thanks were due
to the ringers. He had enjoyed walking in his parish that afternoon
listening to the music of the bells, and he certainly had been liappy
among the ringers. He thanked the ringers’ wives and friends for
looking after the tea arrangements.

The next, meeting will be on March 4th, when the Eastern and
Western Districts are holding a combined meeting at Chester-1e-Street.

LANCASHIRF ASSOCIATION.

MEETING AT ADLINGTON.

The meeting of the Preston Branch of the Lancashire Association,
held at Adlington on January 29th, was well- attended, over thirty
lingers being present from eight towers in the branch as well as
members from the Wigan Branch and Mr. T. B. Worsley, Mr. P. D.
Roberts”™ Oorpl. Crampion and Gunner J. E. Jeans.

The Vicar welcomed the ringers, and Mr. F. E. Bradley presided at
the business meeting, at which five of the local band were re-elected.
It was decided to bold a joint meeting with the Wigan Branch at
Coppull on February 26th.

A letter was read from the Rector of Brownedge saying he was
sorry lie had to cancel the permission he had given, but after the
advice he had received from the architect, he could not do otherwise.

The chairman made a strong appeal to all to take ‘' The Ringing
World.” The secretary said that the new rates for notices would be
a welcome concession.

G. & F. COPE & CO.

NOTTINGHAM

Tower Clock Manufacturers
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GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIATION.

MEETING AT MANGOTSFIELD.

The annual meeting of the Bristol Rural Branch of the Gloucester
and Bristol Diocesan Association was held at Mangotsfield on January
29th and was attended by aJjout. 40 members from Westerleigh,
Coalpit Heath, Warmley, St. Ambrose, Henbury and the local tower,
as well as some unattached members.

Service in church was conducted by the Vicar, who presided at the
business meeting, held after tea in the Parish Room. The branch
chairman, Mr. C. R. Harding, referred to the death of Canon H. J.
Gay, Vicar of Warmley, who for many years had been an honorary
member of the association. Since the pan was lifted the branch had
held four meetings with an average attendance of 30. The speaker
was pleased to say that the Vicar of Bitton was now a performing
member. Despite war-time difficulties, the activities of the branch
had showed an improvement.

The hon. secretary reported that subscriptions were increasing, but
all had not yet come in. The annual report was adopted.

It was decided to hold quarterly meetings in March at St. Ambrose,
in June at Marshfield, in September at Almondsbury, and the annual
meeting at Henbury: The next monthly meeting was fixed for Staple-
ton on February 26th.

The officers were elected as follows : Chairman, Mr. C. R. Harding;
lion, secretary, Mr. C. Gifford; representative on the Management
Committee, Mr. C. Harding.

Thpnks were given to the Vicar, to Mrs. Wise, to the organist and
to the choir.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
< MEETING AT EUDSEY.

There was a good attendance on January 29th at the meeting of the
Leeds and District Society at Pudsey. Members were present from
Arniley, Bradford, Bramley, Burley. Galverley, Earlsheaton, Head-
ingly (St. Chad’s and St. Michael’'s), Idle, Leeds Parish Church, Liver-
sedge, Queensbury, Rotherham, Selby, Shipley and the local company.

At the business meeting in the Conservative Club, Canon Marshall
firesided in the absence of the president, Mr. J. F. Harvey, who has
eft the county. A letter from Mr. Harvey tendering his resignation
was read, and it was decided to send a reply thanking him for his
services. The office was left vacant until the general meeting.

Mention was made of the death of Mr. George Titteringtoil, a
member of many years standing, and it was decided to send a letter
of sympathy to his family.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

MEETING AT LEICESTER.

At the request of the Leicester District a special general meeting
of the Midland Counties Association was held at Leicester on Satur-
day, January 29th. )

At the committee meeting it was decided that no full and compre-
hensive report should be printed this year, but instead a pamphlet
giving the names of all resident members, honorary, active and life,
and a list of. the towers in each district with the number of bells and
the practice nights. The secretaries are asked to co-operate in com-
piling this. Appeals for assistance from the Bell Repair Fund were
left over until more favourable times.

At the Co-op Cafe, 58 members and friends sat down and the
general meeting followed, at which in the absence of the president,
Mr. Colin Harrison {vice-president) took the chair. He was supported
by Miss B. Thompson (hon. treasurer) and Mr. Ernest Morris
(general secretary). Members were present from Anstey, Ashby, Bel-
grave, Burbage, Croft, Derby, Earl Shilton, Groby,” Hugglescote,
Ibstock, Loughborough, Nottingham, Syston, Sileby, Wigston and
elsewhere.

The chairman welcomed the large and representative gathering,
which was almost on pre-war lines, and paid special tribute to the
young members present, especially those from Anstey and Groby, who
were progressing well in the art. Five honorary, 32 ringing and seven
resident life members were elected, in addition to 44 who rejoined
the association. Two auditors, Messrs. F. Poole and A. J, Harris,
were appointed.

It was announced that this year’'s annual meeting will be in
Leicester on April 15th and thatthe Bishop of Leicester will preach
the sermon at St. Margaret's.

Before the meeting the twelve bells at St. Margaret’'s were rung and
afterwards the twelve at the Cathedral. The methods included Cam-
bridge Royal and Bristol and Loudon Surprise Major.

Estimates submitted for New
Clocks, Chime Additions, Re-
pairs, or Repainting of Dials
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THE BEST RING OF BELLS.
A TALE OF O. W. O. JENKYN.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In refereuce to Mr. Bagwortli'6 letter, Whittle bells are
eight and the key is E flat. It was never my intention to back them
against all comers. What Mr. Sharpe asked for was ihat ringers
should express their opinions as to which were the best toned ring
(both Simpson and ordinary) in each particular county.

I must express thanks for Major Hesse's letter, also your excellent
leader, each was an education and as such appreciated by all. 1
will close by relating a little incident concerning the late Rev. C. W. O.
Jenkvn. It was on a tour, possibly the same one mentioned by Mr.
Lancaster. A party had gone up to ring, but C. W. O. J. stayed
outside to hear the bells. He went to »-arious vantage points in the
churchyard and then finally came to the foot of the belfry steps and
said, ‘ Taylors, 1900 He was right, but how he got the year has
always been a mystery to me. ‘ LANCASTRIAN.’

WEST COUNTRY BELLS.

Dear Sir,—I should like to express my opinion, which | know is
also shared by many ringers whose opinions on bells command respect,
regarding which is "the best peal.

In the first place, | would say that for numbers a peal of eight is
best and the ideal weight (rto listen to) 20-25 cwt. For sheer grandeur
the peal at Chewton Mendip in Somerset is the best, and uie peals
at Ehtcheat, Somerset, and Tiverton, Devon, are almost as .~ood. M
old friend, J. T. Dyke, used to say that if Ditcheat bells were in
Chewton tower they would sound the better peal. | have been told
that Aberj'stwyth (Cardigan) bells are better than those | mention.
They must be extraordinarily good if this is correct. 1 would like to
hear other opinions.

| decided many years ago that Chewton was the best peal | had
heard, and the last time | was 'there we had met for a peal, but
owing to a death in the parish we rang touches of Double Norwich,
Cambridge and Stedman Triples. How beautiful it was. | have often
wondered which our bellfounders think is the best peal yet cast.

On other numbers the peals | consider are the best for their weight
(leaving out the heavy peals) are Painswick (12), Cullompton, Devon,
and Newbury, Berks (10), whilst the prettiest peal of six is at Ash
Priors in Somerset.

I would also like to ask ringers’ opinions regarding the 1lth at
Exet7er Cathedral. Is she for her weignt of 2 tons the finest bell yet
cast?

All the above is very West Country but | think that it is generally
agreed there is no other part of the country with such beautiful
bells as the west. W. A. COLES.

Hayes, Middlesex.

CONGRESBURY.

Dear Sir,—| was very surprised that Major Hesse did not mention
Congresbury in his letter about Somerset bells. 1 was also surprised
that Watford was not included in the article on some of Gilletjp and
Johnston’s notable rings. Taking the risk of being considered biassed,
| think Watford are a first-class eight, and certainlv one of the best
in Hertfordshire. RICHARD G. BELL.

131, Hamper Mill Lane, Watford.

TWO OUTSTANDING RINGS. =«

Sir,—It has been my privilege to ring on one or two peals of bells
during my short connection with ringing, but | feel somewhat diffident
about expressing an opinion, preferring to think of them as being
grand productions of the bell founder's craft and workmanship. Being
a Lancastrian, one doesn’'t care to sound his own trumpet, but it may
be not many have heard Ashton’'s noble peal of 12 and eight bells.

There are two outstanding peals possessing remarkable and beautiful
tonal qualities, which rank them amongst the best peals we have got.
I refer to St. Marie's (Norfolk Row), Slieffield, and Youlgreave (Bake-
well), Derbyshire. A native of the last named came to live as next-
door neighbour 45 years ago and she was constantly saying we ought
to hear their bells, as there were no others half so grand.

ringing world.
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NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR ONE INSERTION of a notice
of a meeting is 2s. Other insertions are at the rate of
is. each. Altered notices count as new notices.

All lines exceeding’ six in any one insertion are charged
at the rate of 4d. per line.

The charge for notices other than of meetings is
2s. 6d. for each insertion.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN
MONDAY.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION— North
and East District.— Meeting at St. Botolph's, Bishops-
gate, Saturday, Feb. 19th. Ringing 3 p.m. No other
arrangements.—T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Chertsey Dis-
trict.—Annual meeting at Weybridge, Saturday, Feb.
19th, 3 p.m. Tea and meeting 4.30 p.m. Service 6
p.m.-——F. E. Hawthorne, Hon. Sec., 39, Queen*s Road,
Thames Ditton, Surrey.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—St. Albans

District. — Meeting at St. Michael's, St. Albans, on
Saturday, Feb. 19th, 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea
at Olde Times Cafe 5.30 p.m. Ringing in evening.

Send names for tea.—R. Darvill, 23, ElIm Drive, St.
Albans.

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN

GUILD.—AIlton and Petersfield District.— Annual meet-
ing at Steep, Saturday, Feb. 19th, 2.30. Service and
dedication of treble 4. Tea and business in Memorial

Village Hall 5.—C. E. Bassett, Hon. Dis. Sec., Sunny-
brook, Brook Lane, Warsash, Hants.
m MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. Derby
District. — Meeting at Spondon, Saturday, Feb. 19th.
Bells (6) 2.30 p.m. Own arrangements for tea, hearby
cafe.—Wm. Lancaster, 83, Albert Road, Chaddesden,
Derby.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— Hunts District.
—Annual meeting at Brampton, Saturday, Feb. 19th, 3

p.m. Tea 5 o’clock.—H. J. Parker, Dis. Sec., Great
Staughton.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION.—Northern Branch.—Meeting at Cradley, Satur-
day, Feb. 19th, 3 p.m. Tea 5.30 p.m. — Bernard C.
Ashford, Sec., Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

BATH AND , WELLS ASSOCIATION. — Cary

Deanery Branch.—Annual meeting, Castle Cary, Satur-
day, Feb. 19th, 3 p.m. Service 5. Tea and meeting
following.—W . A. Osborn, Galhampton, Yeovil.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
Meeting at Bell Foundry, 34, Whitechapel Road, E.i,
Feb. 26th, 3 p.m. Ringing at St. Botolph’s, Bishops-
gate. Service ringing at Stepney, Feb. 20th, 9.30 a.m.
—A. B. Peck, 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

I began to think there was something in it when the late Mr. J. W. W INCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN

Washbrook remarked to me that they were amongst the best he had
ever heard. Spending a holiday some six miles away, we made
arrangement to walk the distance on a Sunday afternoon to be in
time for the evening service ringing. The bells had been specially
oiled, etc., for the occasion, and a full band had been rallied so that
we could hear them to advantage, both itiside and outside the tower.
Norfolk Row, 1 believe, is a sister peal to the foregoing and is
applicable in like manner. | agree in all that was said about them,
also what has been written about Whittle-le-Woods. It has been one
of the joys of life to hear such noble peals from time to time.

W. W. WOLSTENCROFT.
Ashton-under-Lyne.

GUILD.—Meeting at Romsev, Saturday, Feb. 26th, 2
p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Names by Feb. 23rd.—G. Pullmger,
17. Stoke Park Road, Bishopstoke, Eastleigh.
LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD. — Elloe Deaneries
Branch.— Annual meeting in the Com Exchange, Spald-

ing, on Saturday, Feb. 26th. Bells (8) 2. Service
3.45. Tea and business 4.30. Names by Feb. 22nd.—
W . A. Richardson, Hon. Sec., Glenside, Pinchbeck,

Spalding, Lincs.
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SURREY ASSOCIATION.—North-Western District.
— Annual meeting at Banstead, Saturday, Feb. 26th,
3.30. Service 5.15, followed by tea and meeting. Names
to Mr. H. N. Pitstow, Saffron, High Street, Banstead,
by Monday, Feb. 21st.— D. Cooper, Hon. Dis. Sec.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Tonbridge Dis-
trict.— Meeting at Hawkhurst, Saturday, Feb. 26th, 2.30
p.m. Service 4.15. Tea 4.45. Names to Mrs. S. H.
Compton, The Vicarage, Hawkhurst, by Feb. 23rd.—T
Saunders, Hon. Dis. Sec.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Practice meet-
ing at Crawley, Saturday, Feb. 26th, 3 p.m. No other
arrangements. —mO. Sippetts, 10, Three Bridges Road,
Crawley.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. — Meeting at
St. Michael's, Headingley, Saturday, Feb. 26th, 3 p.m'.
Own arrangements for tea. Business meeting 6.30
p.m. H. Lofthouse", Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley Road,
Leeds, 12.

LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH ASSOCIATION —
Meeting at Rumney, Saturday, Feb. 26th, 3 p.m. Ser-
vice 4 p.m., followed by business meeting. J. W.
Jones, Hon. Sec., 94, Alteryn View, Newport, Mon.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION. —
Meeting at Conisborough, Feb. 26th, 3 p.m. Bring
food. Cups of tea provided at small charge.—W. E.

l.loyd, Sec.
MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Burton
District.— Meeting at Measham, Saturday, Feb. 26th.

Bells (8) 3 p.m. Bring food. Cups of tea provided.—
J. W. Cotton, Overseal, Burton-on-Trent.
LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Fylde Branch.

Meeting at St. Anne’s, Saturday, Feb. 26th. Bells (8)
3 p.m. Cups of tea provided; bring food. — J. H.
Foster, Hon. Sec

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — Axbridge
Deanery. — Meeting at Berrow, Saturday, Feb. 26th.
Bells (6) 6.30 p.m. — E. J. Avery, Hon. Local Sec.,
Sr.ndford, Bristol.

HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS (12 bells). — Open
practice on Saturday, Feb. 26th, 6.30-9 p.m. — Ralph

Cole, 27, Priory Road, High Wycombe.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—E. Berks and S.
Bucks Branch.—Meeting, Slough, Saturday, Feb. 26th.
Bells 3 to 5 p.m.—A. D. Barker, Cambridge, Wexham,

Slough.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Southern
Division. — Annual meeting, Burgess Hill, Saturday,
March 4th, 2.30 Service 4.15. Tea 5 p..m Names by
March 1st.—Mrs. E. L. Hairs, Hon. Sec., The Oaks,

Theobalds Road, Burgess Hill.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.—Notting-
ham District. Meeting and unveiling of Memorial
Tablet at llkeston on Saturday, March 4th, 2 p.m. Ser-

vice 4,30. Tea 5. Names to Mr. E. F. Gobev by
Wednesday, March 1st.—T. Groombridge, jun., Hon.
Dis. Sec.
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DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIATION.
Eastern and Western Districts. — Joint meeting at
Chester-le-Street, Saturday, March 4th, 2.30 p.m. Bring
food; cups of tea provided.—J. A. Brown, Hon. Dis.
Sec., 7, Finchdale Terrace, Chester-le-Street.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Bolton Branch.
Meeting at St. George's, Bolton, Saturday, March 4th, 3
p.m. Business 6.30 p.m.— Peter Crook, Hon. Sec.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Eastern District.—
Meeting at Danbury on March 4th. Service 4.30. Tea
ant. business meeting -to follow. Numbers for tea by
March 1st. H. W. Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec., 48,
Arbour Lane, Chelmsford.

ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM. Henry Johnson Commemoration
luncheon at the Imperial Hotel, Temple Street, Birming-
ham, on Saturday, March 4th, 1.30 p.m. Tickets to fully
paid up ringing members 2s. each; to other members
and friends 6s. 6d. each. Early application is requested
as the number is strictly limited—T. H. Reeves, Hon.
Sec., 136, Newton Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham 11.

THE BIRMINGHAM BROADCAST
To the fditor.

Dear Sir,—I should be interested to hear from any ringer -who heard
the broadcast of St. Chad’'s Cathedral bells last Sunday. It took
place at a time when most ringers in this district were occupied at
their Sunday service ringing, and | have as yet met no one who
heard it.

The time allowed us was so short that I am anxious to know how
much of the change ringing was heard. The touch was 144 Stedman
Triples (bobs at 1.4.5.8.10.11 repeated), and the *and was as follows :
W. B. Cartwright 1, R. J. B. Hadden 2, J. Pinfield 3, G. C. Chaplin
4, H. C. Spencer 5, H. H. Fearn 6, G. E. Fearn (conductor) 7, J. N.
Lindon 8. G. E. FEARN.

92, Etwall Road, Hall Green, Birmingham.

MISCELLANEOUS PERFORMANCES

WHISTON, YORKSHIRE.—On New Year's Day, 720 Oxford Treble
Bob Minor : Gnr. S. Moss, R.A. 1, Mrs. D. E. Kelly 2, Percy Jervis 3,
George Lee 4, Herbert O. Chaddock 5, Sgt. N. Chaddock, R.E.M.E.
(conductor) 6 .

NORTHAMPTON.—On January 16th, at St. Giles’, 1,260 Grandsire
Triples: G. Tanner 1, Miss E. Travill 2, B. O. Soden 3 W. R. Parker
4, Fred Hopper 5 H. England 6, T. Tebbutt (conductor) 7, W.
Gammage 8. i

APPLETON, BERKS.—On Monday, January 22nd, 1,260 Grandsire
Triples : N. Sargent 1, C. G. White 2, F. Messenger 3, A. H. White 4,
H. C. White 5, G. Holifield (conductor) 6, R. White 7, F. White 8.
Rung half-muffled in memory of J. White, 'ate of the Metropolitan
Police, and son of the late Frederick White and brother of the ringers
of 2, 4, 7 and tenor. He was buried at Appleton on the previous
Saturday at the age of 74.

DARLINGTON.—On January 30th. at Holv Trinity Church, for
evensong, 720 Cambridge Surprise Minor : R. Busby 1, J. T. Titt 2,
W. H. J. Parker (Sandhurst Berks) 3, G. W. Park 4, W. N. Park 5,
R. Park (aonductor)

RIDGE.—Gn January 30th, at Holy Trinity Church, 1,260
Grandswe Triples : R. Crawshaw 7, W. Schofield 2, A. Jackson 3, G.
Crowdv 4, W. W. Wolstencroft (conductor) 5, H. Saxon (first quarter-
peal) 6, A Roberts 7, V. Turner 8.

DARTFORD, KENT. — On Sunday, January 30tli. 1,260 Stedman
Triples : J. Wlieadon 1, R. Constant 2, Mrs. J. E. Bailey 3 H. Raynor
4, R. Wake (first quarter-peal of Stedman) 5, H. Hoverd 6, J. E.
Bajley (conductor) 7, V. J. Benning 8.

WINDSOR.—On Sunday January 30th, for morning service 1,260
Grandsire Triples: J. W. Croft 1, J. A. Glass 2. T. Smith 3, J. M.
Gayford 4, N. Y. Harding 5, G. Barkus 6, L. Stilwell (conductor) r
F. Simllionds 8.

FF SMITH o DERBY

for CHURCH and TURRET CLOCKS

Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous Clock?, including St. Paul's Cathedral, London, and throughout the world.

JOHN SMITH & SONS. Midland Clock Work*. Derby, Itd.

gJMNaTREETTOERBV ~“L-c.o0",
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THE COLLEGE YOUTHS

MBy J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE

but many others will welcome this

(1

*0 Q

§Ug
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"Not only bellringers,
book.'—1The Times.’

‘ Mr." Trollope has achieved more than his immediate pur-
pose of writing a history of the Society of College Youths. So
closely has the Guild been identtfed with English change
ringing, that its history is, to a very large extent, an account
of how the ancient sport of ringing developed into an
elaborate art.'—' The Guardian.’

11 have been looking at that admirable history of your
I I society, written by Mr. Trollope. He bears a name famous
alrekdy in literature, which he worthily supports.’—The Dean
of Si. Paul's.

CD CO

Copies of this book are now sold
out, and for the present we are
unable to supply any.

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

‘"ROPE-SIGHT," Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,” 2s 10d.; second edition; 204 pages; commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Chart®, etc.

‘' STANDARD METHODS, tenth edition; a new book; Letterpress,
2s.; Diagrams, 2s.

1STEDMAN,’ 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB, Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

‘e SURPRISE METHODS," 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated fist of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

Miss MARGARET E. SNOWDON

Woodlands, Ulvenston, Lancs

Newby Bridge,

BUY AN EXTRA COPY

OF
‘THE RINGING WORLD’
and send it to a Serving Member of your Tower

tow er CLOCKS

Weight Driven or Electric, by the
WORLD'S OLDEST MAKERS
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 YEARS

j. b.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES'

Noted for Easy Handling and Non-Stretching
Est. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD ores L1d.

LOUGHBOROUGH

CLOCK AND CHIMING ROPES, SPLICING
AND REPAIRS. BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

a Ffew
' COPIES OF

Sells of thel Isle

by REGINALD HARRISON

Still

are available for those who order now.
The great rush from ringers has de-
pleted our stocks rapidly' and the book
will soon be out of print. ' lllustrated by
a series of capital photographs, ‘ Bells
of the Isle’ is a permanent record for
all interested in campanology.
5/6 post free.

WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND

TeBurmese cene

By Maurice Collis, the famous author
and traveller. The political, historical
and pictorial aspects of Burma, in
which campaign men from all over
England have fought. 19 illustrations.

5/6 post free, from

Crowther Ltd.

PUBLISHERS

_______________ _ BOGNOR REGIS

JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

John

illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

We have experts visiting all parts of the British liles, and shail be pleased
to carry out restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tover Clock

Printed for ~he Proprietors by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guildford, and Published by tjie Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd.,
Y - “ Breams Buildings, London, E.C.4.



