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W A R  T I M E  M E E T IN G S .
The continuance of the ban on the ringing of church 

bells is having an increasingly serious effect, not only on 
the art but also on the existence of the ringing associa
tions themselves. It is, perhaps, to be expected and much 
of it is unavoidable, but it is none the less regrettable. 
Those whose chief interest was in their Sunday service 
ringing have nothing to hold them together; others who 
took a wider interest and enjoyed the social attraction of 
meetings as well as the practice such gatherings provided, 
have few inducements. Soundless bells are a poor sub
stitute for the lovely voices we all so much enjoyed; and 
somehow «there usually seems only a half-hearted atmos
phere about meetings deprived of tjpe church bells.

It may be for these reasons that in many districts ring
ing meetings appear to have been entirely abandoned, 
but, despite all the drawbacks, the ringers who are left 
ought not to resort to what amounts to a policy of 
despair. Even small gatherings are worth while, if only 
to preserve the life of the organisations and contact be
tween members who remain at home, and, while the 
meetings must of necessity be of a- restricted nature, 
their complete abandonment is to be greatly deplored. 
The example of the Ancient Society of College Youths, 
who are still maintaining their traditions by meeting fort
nightly, despite having been bombed out of their official 
home, is one on, which other associations might 
ponder and from which they may take heart. The gather
ings are small, but the few who meet are faithful, and 
when better times come and ringing is once more re- 
stored; the College Youths will have added to their 
prestige by the continuity of their activities and their 
determination that even in these disturbed times they will 
not break faith with the past.

W e do not, of course, know what may be in store, but 
while there is opportunity associations should do their 
utmost to keep in touch with the members still left. If 
they do not do so they cannot complain later that the 
members have left them, although we repeat that those 
>vho remain ought, in loyalty, to continue to support their 
associations and not let their membership lapse through 
the non-payment of subscriptions because they imagine 
they are getting nothing in return. Nevertheless associa
tions in their turn have a duty to the members, and in 
many cases much more could be done than is at present 
apparent to retain interest. Even the smallest meeting 
is not without its value, fey, if nothing else, it is a sign 
of life. At the same time there should be an effort to pro
vide some kind of attraction, and this ought not to be 
difficult where the officials are men, or women, of initiative.

{C o n tin u ed  on  p a g e  410.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L IS H E D  1833).'

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
Makers of many of the largest and most Important Clocks 

In the World.
CLOCKS REPAIR ED  A N D  D IA L S  R E ST O R E S .

'THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B ankfield  Te rra c e , B urley, Leeds.

A n d  a t  9 , A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , S h a k e s p e a re  S t . ,  
N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e ,  

a n d  9 6 , C a r v e r  S t r e e t ,  M o o rh e a d , S h e ffie ld .

THE RINGER'S BADGE,
a  Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole,
I) Brooch or Pendant

UgJ W ith name of your Association engraved
— as Illustration, 

get. H A L L  M ARKED  G O L D  . .  45/- 
H A L L  M ARKED  S IL V E R  . .  7/6 
G I L T  OR W H IT E  M E T A L  . .  4/- 

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can ISS be en8rave  ̂ on the reverse side at a
Irafl HE small extra charge.

GEO. STACEY, S B S t  “ D
C DADIf S T  '  U lU E U E & n  SOM EBSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICINQ,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 

from 1 The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRPORD ROAD, WOKINQ.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

M a k e r t o  S t . P a u l ’s  C a th e d r a l, W e stm in ste r  A b b e y , Im p e r ia l In s t i
tu te , C a n te r b u r y , E d in b u rg h , S t .  A lb a n s , L in c o ln , D u rh a m , P e t e r 
b o ro u g h , M elb o u rn e  (A u str a lia ) , R o c h e ste r , D u b lin , B t. P a t r ic k ’s, 

M a n ch ester, D u r b a n  a n d  W o rc e s te r  C a th e d ra ls , e tc ., e tc .

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

For instance, now that no one is in a hurry to get back 
to the belfry, which used formerly to be the excuse for 
cutting short the business meetings, talks and discussions 
on the many-sided interests of ringing might be arranged 
and in this way post-war plans might be usefully de
veloped, as well as much instructive material of various 
kinds disseminated and ideas ventilated. This might 
eventually encourage more members to take a hand in the 
affairs of the association, because they will have derived 
an extended interest and will be ready, when the time 
comes, to throw themselves with greater enthusiasm into 
putting their own bands, their own associations and the 
Exercise into top gear again.

W e must not imagine that, when the war finishes, 
ringing will be able to start again exactly where it left 
off. A good deal will have- been lost, and there will be 
much leeway to make up. Bands have got to be rebuilt, 
and where there are, as inevitably there must be, gaps to 
be filled, a great deal of time will have to be spent in the 
recovery. It may not be possible at the moment to stay 
the adverse current, but it should be the business of all 
who remain at home to prepare for the brighter days. In 
the 'towns it must rest with the individual  ̂ ringers, the 
faithful few; but they are entitled to the help which asso
ciations can give by bringing them together as often as 
possible for mutual encouragement and an exchange of 
ideas. The pessimistic secretaries #?ho fail to hold meet
ings for fear of small attendances need * gingering up. ’ 
Pessimism breeds despair, and where this creeps in, jthe 
effort required to re-establish ringing later on will be 
all the greater and the difficulties all the more formidable.

A  P E A L  OF H I G H B U R Y  B O B  M A J O R .
5,056 C H A N G E S .

B y  E . 
23456

C. S . T U R N E R . 
0  H  F  I

34856
25346 --- —
53246 ---
32546 ---
54326 --- —
42356 —

42635 __
26435 —
43265 --- —
32465 ---
24365
36245 --- / —
623*5 —  .
62534- _, _
53264 s —
32564 1k"~~
25364 {t _
36254 — —
62354 —
23654 —

65234 '_ _
23546 —  • _ _
54236 — —
23465 — —  —

R e p e a te d .
R un g' on h a n d b ells  a t  B u s h e y  on J u ly  25th, 1941, th e  firs t in  th« 

m eth o d . C a n  b e  u sed  fo r  a n y  P la in  m eth o d  w ith  J  lead -en ds.
T h e  m eth o d  is N o. 6 in  th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil’s  C o llectio n  o f  P la in  

M a jo r  M eth od s.

BELL. ROPES
M A D E  F R O M  I T A L I A N  H E M P , O R  I T A L I A N  F L A X . 
S O F T  A N D  P L I A B L E  I N  H A N D . A L L  R O P E S  S E N T  

C A R R I A G E  P A I D  A N D  O N  A P P R O V A L .
C h eap  Q u o ta tio n s. E sta b lish e d  150 y e a r s . ’P h o n e  203.

D A V I D  M A X O N .  ROPE WORKS, UUNTHAV
...............................  - —  - - - ----- ■ - -
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H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
T U N S T A L L , K E N T .

T H E  K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
On Sunday, August 17, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty Minutes,

I n t h b  R in s in g  C h a m b e r  o f  t h b  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n - t h e -B a p t is t , 
A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E  T R IP L E S ,  8040 C H A N G E S ; 

P a r k e r ’ s T w e l v e - p a r t . T e n o r  s ize  15 in C .
• G e o r g e  H . S pice  .............  1-2 I Jo h n  E . S pic e  .............. . . .  5-6
t B e t t y  S pic e  . . .  . . .  . . .  3-4 | { W il l ia m  S p i o e .......................  7-8

C o n d u cte d  b y  J oh n  E . S p ic e .
~ F ir s t  p e a l ‘  in  h a n d .’ t  F ir s t  p e a l. } F ir s t  p e a l ‘ in  h a n d  ’ on 

e ig h t  b ells . F ir s t  p e a l on e ig h t  b e lls  as co n d u cto r.

W E S T  B R ID G F O R D , N O T T S .

T H E  M I D L A N D  C O U N T I E S  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Monday, August 18, 1941, in One Hour and Fifty-Five Minutes,
A t  9 , P a t r ic k  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S ,  6040 CHANGES|
R e v . R . D . S t . J. S m ith  . . .  i -a  | R a l p h  N a r b o r o o g h  .............  3-4

B e r n a r d  B r o w n .......................  5-6
C o n d u cte d  b y  R a l p h  N a r b o r o o g h .

B R I S T O L .
T H E  G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R I S T O L  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Monday, August 18, 1941, in Two Hours and Twenty-Five Minutes,
I n t h e  R in g in g  C h a m b e r  of  t h b  C h d r c h  of  S t . Jo h n - o n -t h e -W a l l  

A PEAL O F  G R A N D 8IRE T R IP L E S ,  B040 C H A N Q E 81
P a r k e r 's  T w e l v e - p a 1! t  (7th  o b s e r v a tio n ) . T e n o r  s iz e  15 in  C .

T hom as H a r r is  .......................  1-2 I A l b e r t  M . T y l e r  .... . . .  5-6
R o y s t o n  G . B r y a n t  . . .  . . .  3-4 | ‘ G e o r g e  H . S m it h  .............  7-8

C o n d u c te d  b y  A l b e r t  M . T y l e r .
W it n e s s e d  b y  D o n a ld  G . C l i f t .

*  F ir s t  p e a l o f  T rip le s . R u n g  as  a  b ir th d a y  co m p lim en t to  R o y sto n  
G . B r y a n t .

B R IS T O L .
T H E  G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R I S T O L  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C IA T I O N . 

( B r is t o l  G u il d  o f  H a n d b e l l  R in g b r s . )
Oh Friday, August 22, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Six Minutes,

A t  21, W a t h e n  R o a d , S t . A n d r e w ’ s ,
H o u r 's  O r ig in a l . T e n o r  s iz e  18 in  G  fla t.

T h o m a s  H a r r i s .......................  1-2  I R o y s t o n  G . B r y a n t .............. 5-6
A l b e r t  M . T y l e r  .............  3-4 | D o n a l d  G . C l if t  .............. 7-8

C o n d u c te d  b y  D o n a l d  G . C l i f t .
F ir s t  p e a l in  th e  m e th o d  o n  h a n d b e lls  co n d u cto r. A  b ir th d a y  

co m p lim en t to  th e  r in g e r  o f 1-2. F ir s t  p e a l o n  th is ' b e a u tifu l s e t  o f 
bells.

.  L A N C A S H I R E  A S S O C I A T I O N .
M E E T I N G  A T  S T . N I C H O L A S ’ , L I V E R P O O L .

O w in g  m o st l ik e ly  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  b e lls  o f  S t .  N ic h o la s ’ , L iv e r 
p ool, h a v e  b een  ta k e n  dow n  fro m  th e  ste e p le , th e r e  w a s  n o t su ch  a 
go od  a tte n d a n c e  as p re v io u s ly  a t  th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  L iv e rp o o l B ra n ch  
o f  th e  L a n c a s h ire  A sso cia tio n , h e ld  on  A u g u s t  16 th  in  th e  b e lfr y . In  
ad d itio n  to  th e  lo c a l co m p a n y , m em b ers w e re  p re s e n t fro m  B o o tle , 
W e^ t D e r b y , W o o lto n  an d  W a lla s e y . A  w elco m e v is ito r  w a s  M r. 
G . W . M a sse y , of. C la y g a te , S u r r e y , w h o  w a s  e le c te d  a n o n -resid en t 
life  m em b er o f  th e  asso ciation .

T h e  R e c to r  o f  L iv e rp o o l, th e  R e v . D . R a ilto n , p re s id e d  a t  th e  m eet
in g . A f t e r  r e fe r r in g  to  th e  re m o v a l o f  S t .  N ic h o la s ’ b e lls  to  a p la c e  
o f s a fe ty , h e  stre sse d  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  r in g e rs  b e in g  r e a d y  to  p la y  
th e ir  p a r t  in  th e  w o rk  w h ic h  w i ll  b e  n e ce ssa ry  a f t e r  th e  w a r  is  over. 
S o m e o f  th e  d e stro y e d  ch u rch es w i ll  b e  r e b u i lt ;  h e  h o p e d  th e y  w ou ld  
He m a n y  a n d  in c lu d e  S t .  N ic h o la s ’ . H e  h o p e d  t h a t  th o se  w h o se b e lls  
h a d  b een  d e stro y e d  w o u ld  h a v e  th e m  re p la c e d  so t h a t  th e y  cou ld  a g a in  
b e  u sed  fo r  th e  p u rp o se fo r  w h ic h  t h e y  w e re  ca st.

I t  w a s d ecid ed  to  h o ld  a n o th e r  m e e tin g  on  S a tu r d a y , S e p te m b e r 
13th . W e s t  D e r b y  w a s  p rop o sed, an d , fa i l in g  th a t ,  S t . F r a n c is  X a v ie r , 
L iv e rp o o l. I t  is  h o p ed  t h a t  p e rm issio n  w ill b e  o b ta in e d  t o  u se  th e  
to w e l' b e lls  fo r  s ile n t r in g in g  a s  ai*  a d d itio n  to  h a n d b e ll r in g in g .

TROLLOPE’S ' COLLEGE YOUTHS9 I
A  History of the Society

5/6 (post free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ ROAD

M E M O R A B L E  P E A L  R E C A L L E D .
N e x t  S u n d a y  is th e  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  th e  lo n g e s t  h a n d b e ll p e a l on 

record , 19,738 o f  S te d m a n  C a te rs , r u n g  in  th e  b e lfry  a t  H o ly  T r in ity  
C h u rch , G u ild fo rd , 011 A u g u s t  3 1st, 1912, b y  A r th u r  E . S h e p h e rd , 
A lfr e d  H . P u llin g , W illia m  S h ep h erd , J a m e s  H u n t a n d  F r a n k  B lo n d e ll.

I t  w a s  a  g r e a t  p e rfo r m a n c e , b u t  fe l l  sh o rt o f th e  o r ig in a l in te n tio n  
o f  th e  b a n d . T h e  ‘ p r iz e  ’ w a s  to  h a v e  b een  th e  ‘ fiv e  tw o s  ’— 22,222, 
b u t i t  w a s  c u t  ju s t  sh o rt o f  tw e n ty  th o u sa n d . T h e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  fo r  
th e  p e a l p ro v id e d  fo r  a  s t a r t  a t  "12 noon, b u t  in  th e  m o rn in g  o n e  o f  
th e  b a n d  s e n t to  s a y  he cou ld  n o t a r r iv e  u n ti l 1  p .m ., w h ic h  a c tu a lly  
tu r n e d  o u t to  b e  n e a r ly  tw o  o ’clock.

A t  1 1 .1 5  p .m ., w h en  u su a lly  a l l  th e  b a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  in bed, 
th e re  w a s  s till  n e a r ly  th re e  th o u sa n d  ch a n g e s  to  r in g , a n d  th e  con 
d u cto r a sk e d  i f  th e y  a ll a g re e d  to  go  on, b u t  k n o w in g  th e  t im e  an d  
b e in g  tire d , som e th o u g h t th e y  h ad  b e t te r  fin ish . T h e  la s t  b o b  a t  4 
p u t  th e  b ells  in to  th e  h a n d -stro k e  p la in  cou rse, a n d  th e  b e lls  w ere  
a llo w e d  to  co m e hom e w ith  19,728 ch a n g es  in  9 h o u rs 32 m in u te s . H a d  
th e y  g o n e  on  fo r  th e  fu ll  le n g th  th e  r in g in g  w o u ld  h a v e  en d ed  a t  
a b o u t a  q u a r te r  to  one.

T h is  is  w h a t  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ sa id  a b o u t th e .p e a l  in  th e  fo l
lo w in g  issu e :—

‘ I t  w a s  n o t u n ti l 1 .5 5  p .m . t h a t  th e  b e lls  g o t  a w a y  to  a  go o d  s ta r t  
a f t e r  tw o  a t te m p ts  a t  th e  go in g-o ff course. T h e  s tr ik in g  w a s  s p le n d id ' 
a n d  th e  h a lf  o f  th e  tw e n ty -tw o  th o u sa n d  ra n  u p  in  5  h ou rs 23 m in u tes . 
T h e  tu r n in g  cou rse  w a g  p e r fe c t ly  ru n g  a n d  th e  ta p p in g  w ith  th e  b e lls  
in  th e  h a n d str o k e  p o sitio n  w a s a s  g o o d  as i t  h a d  been in  th e  t ittu m s . 
C o u rse  a f t e r  co u rse  ro lled  fa u ltle ss ly  a w a y , b u t  i t  w a s  o b viou s t h a t  
th e  p e a l w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  cu rta ile d .

‘ I t  w a s r e a lly  a  w o n d e rfu l p e rfo rm a n ce  a n d  co n stitu te s  a  w o r ld ’s 
d o u b le  re c o rd , in a sm u ch  as  i t  is n o t o n ly  b y  fa r  th e  lo n g e s t le n g th  
y e t  ru n g  011 h an d b ells , b u t i t  is  a lso  th e  g r e a te s t  n u m b er o f  ch a n g e s  
e v e r  ru n g  b y  on e s e t  o f  m en.

‘ I n c id e n ta lly  i t  w a s  A lfr e d  P u l lin g ’s 300tli p e a l, o f  w h ich  127 h ad  
b een  on h a n d b ells . H e  h ad  co n d u cted  240 o f th e  to t a l,  in c lu d in g  a ll 
th e  58 p e a ls  o f S te d m a n  C a te r s  w h ic h  he h a d  ru n g  on  h a n d b ells .

‘ A  n u m b er o f u m p ires, in c lu d in g  th e  E d ito r  o f  “ T h e  R in g in g  
W o r ld ,”  a ss is te d  in  ch e c k in g  th e  p e a l, b u t  on ty  on e s ta y e d  fro m  b e 
ginning! to  end. T h is  w a s  M r. A . H . W in c h , w h o, a s  h e  h a d  to  b e  
b a ck  in  L e a th e r h e a d  on S u n d a y  m orn in g, w a lk e d  hom e, a  d is ta n ce  o f 
12  m iles, a f t e r  th e  p e a l ! ’

H e re  a r e  som e co m m en ts 011 th e  p e a l w h ic h  w e re  m a d e  in  ‘  T h e  
R in g in g  W o rld  ’ a  w eek  la te r  : * T h e  m o re  o n e  th in k s  a b o u t  th §  record  
p e a l th e  m ore w o n d e rfu l i t  a p p e a rs . T o  r in g  Steclm an  C a te r s  “  d o u b le  
h a n d ed  ”  fo r  9 h o u rs  32 m in u te s  w ith o u t  a  p au se is  a  t r u ly  r e m a r k 
a b le  p e r fo r m a n c e . T h e  m ere  co n c e n tra tio n  o f  m in d  n e ce ssa ry  fo r  su ch  
a  le n g th  o f  t im e  is  in  its e lf  a  w o n d e rfu l f e a t .  W e  le a rn  t h a t  th e  
o n ly  re a l tr ip  w a s  a b o u t tw e lv e  co u rses fro m  hom e, b u t  cool h ead s 
an d  s m a r t  co n d u c tin g  sa v e d  th e  s itu a tio n . I t  also h a d  th e  e ffect o f 
w a k in g  th e  r in g e rs  u p  a n d  a f t e r  th e  tr ip  th e  b e lls  ra n  o u t w ith o u t a 
m isb lo w  to  a  b r i llia n t  finish.*

T h e  speed  a t  w h ich  th e  v a r io u s  p o rtio n s  o f  th e  p e a l w ere  ru n g  is 
in te r e s tin g . T h e  a v e r a g e  p a c e  w a s  34 .̂5 ch a n g e s  a  m in u te , a n d  th e  
fo llo w in g  fig u re s  co m p iled  fr o m  n o tes m a d e  b y  on e o f th e  u m p ires a s  
th e  r in g in g  p ro ^ r^ se d  sh o w  h ow  lit t le  th e  p a c e  v a r ie d . T h e  p e a l w a s  
d iv id ed  a p p ro x im a te ly  in to  24-course b lo c k s  o f  2,592 ch a n g es  each , 
e x c e p t w h en  th e  2nd w a s  5 th ’e  p la c e  b e ll, a n d  th en  th e  b lo c k  con sisted  
o f seven  cou rses o n ly .

T H E  H A N D B E L L  RECORD.

A c tu a l T im e T im e  O c cu p ie d  C h a n g e s
Start- 1 .5 5  p .m .

24 C ourses 3. 8 „ 73 m ins. 35.6
24 4.22 „ 74 „ ' 35.1

7 +■44 „ . 22 „ 34.3
24 6. 4 „ 8 0 ., „ 32.5
24 7.18  „ 74 „ 35.1
24 8.34 „ 76 „ 34.2
24 9.46 „ 72 „ 36.1

7 10. 8 „ 22 „ 34.3
24 11.2 7 „ 79 „ 32.9

H e r e  is a n o th e r  n o te  o f in te r e st a b o u t th e  p e a l-  O ne o f th e  r in g e rs  
w a s  so se a te d  th a t  he cou ld  see  th e  b elfry*  c lo ck  b y  tu r n in g  his h ead . 
T h e  firs t tim e  h e  lo o k ed  a t  i t  w a s w h en  th e  b e lls  s ta r te d  a t  1.55 p .m . 
T h e  n e x t t im e  w a s  a t  10.5 p .m .! H e  w a s  to o  en grossed  in  h is  jot) to  
w o rry  a b o u t h ow  th e  h o u rs w ere  p assin g , o r  else it  w a s  t h a t  h« rea lised  
he h ad  a lo n g  w a y  to  go  a n d  i t  w a s  no go o d  lo o k in g  to o  soon.

S H O U L D  P U B L I C I T Y  C E A S E  ?
* To th e E ditor.

D e a r S ir ,— Y o u r  le a d in g  a r tic le  o f A u g u s t 8th  c a lle d  a t te n tio n  to  
th e  m a tte r  th a t  a ll r in g e rs  sh ou ld  w a tc h  c a r e fu lly .

I t  has b een  m y  e x p erien ce , a n d  no d o u b t y o u rs , t h a t  i t  is th e  
m in o r ity  w ho ta k e  an  a c t iv e  an d  o fte n  a d v e rs e  in te r e st in  m ost 
m a tte rs . B e lls  an d  th e ir  noise a re  n o  ex cep tio n . T h e  vo ice  o f th is  
m in o r ity  is  u su a lly  h e a rd  th e  lo u d est, th e  rea so n  b e in g  th a t  th e  
m a jo r ity  do n o t ta k e  a n y  a c tio n  u n til i;h e ir  in te r e sts  a r e  d efin ite ly  
th re a te n e d .

W h ile  a g r e e in g  w ith  y o u r a r tic le , i t  w ou ld  b e  w ell, I  th in k , to  b e a r  
th is  in  m in d . F R E D E R I C K  E , P I T M A N

40, T w e e d y  R o a d , B ro m le y , K e n t .
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p a g e  401.)

T R U T H  IN P E A L  R IN G IN G .
It will be remembered that one of the resolutions, pro

posed by Arthur Heywood and adopted at the Jo'hnson 
dinner in 1889, declared that it was ‘ eminently desir
able that there should be some authoritative definition 
as to the extent of departure from absolute correctness 
of ringing which may be permitted in a true peal.’ Hey
wood evidently intended this to be one of the matters 
for the proposed Central Council; he mentioned it at 
one or two of the early meetings ; and it was debated 
at Bristol in 1898.

It, is a question which has interested ringers in one’ 
form or another from the earliest days of change ring
ing, and it will no doubt continue to interest them as 
long as the art is practised.

In theory, when we ring a peal we claim not only 
to have struck a certain number of .changes without re
petition of any one, but also to have performed a given 
amount of work without any mistake whatever. That 
is th» theory. But the practice is not quite the same, 
and of very few peals indeed is it literally true. One 
missed dodge, one faulty blow is enough to invalidate 
the claim ; and we are compelled to accept as a true peal 
something which only approximately fulfils the required 
conditions. -

The question therefore which ringers have always had, 
consciously or unconsciously, to face is this: Since per
fection can hardly be hoped for how far are we justified 

^n ignoring any lapses from it?
It is an extraordinarily difficult question, and the 

answers that ringers have given by their action as well 
as by their words are very diverse.

W e  may say quite definitely that the number of men 
who would , consent to the publication of a false peal is 
very small. There are some who for the sake of scoring 
a peal will do things which they know are not qujte 
right and which they would be ashamed ,to own up to, 
but they are very few. The vast majority act up to 
what they think is the required standard, but the diffi
culty is that the standard is sometimes lower than it 
ought to be.

Many years ago) after over two hours’ quite good 
ringing I was asked why I stopped the bells. I 
answered, ‘ Because the third and fourth had shifted.’
‘ But why did you stop the bells? W e could easily 
have put them right again.’ The men who said that 
were quite honest and would not have wittingly done 
anything they thought was wrong. On the other hand, 
there is a story, of a well-known Suffolk ringer who was 

'one of a band that was trying to ring a peal of. Treble 
Bob Rflyal on handbells at a time when peals of Treble 
Bob Royal on handbells were rare. They had been 
ringing for a long time without any trips and with mosf 
excellent striking when he put his bells aown. Asked 
why he did so, he replied, 1 When we ring the peal, 
we’ll ring a true one.’ His bells had been crossing in 
3-4 and should have made places, but he dodged them 
and did not realise the mistake until he had made it.

These incidents show how very diverse are the 
opinions of ringers, and there is tin addition all that is 
involved in the not uncommon cases where during a peal 
a trip degenerates into a muddle in which half the band 
have lost therhselves and the other half who know what

they should do cannot find where to do it. Then the 
conductor or another in the band straightens out things 
and saves the peal. As an exhibition of skill and 
knowledge such a thing often is admirable, but how far 
can it be said to be compatible with true peal ringing ? 
Often there is no guarantee that the bells were not 
already wrong before the muddle began, or t̂ hat the 
change where they are brought out of the muddle is the 
one they would be at if there had been no muddle.

At Bristol the Council was invited to discuss how far 
and under what conditions any departure from the true 
and clear ringing of every change is permissible in the 
performance of a peal. F. »E. Robinson was entrusted 
with the opening of the debate. Heywood probably 
asked him because he was eminently distinguished as a 
peal ringer, but his speech was inconclusive and disap
pointing, and neither he nor the Council as a whole rose 
to the occasion. What was needed was a plain and 
straightforward declaration that though absolute perfec
tion is unattainable, yet every conductor and every 
ringer should aim at it. Men should be induced to feel 
that truth in peal ringing is not only a point of honour, 
but also a matter of self interest. When that is done 
the question of fjow far lapses are allowable can safely 
be left to the individual. But many people thought, and 
Heywood among them, that a definite line could be 
drawn between merely faulty ringing and false ringing.

Robinson said that he thought the time had come when 
the Council might undertake to say how far a departure 
from a true peal should be permitted. In former times 
the standard was a low one. He remembered a con
ductor wha used to say, ‘ I don’t trouble about the little 
bells so long as the big’uns keep smartish,’ and another 
who would say if there was a hitch, ‘ Now then! give 
one good fire and do what I tell you. ’

I rather doubt the last tale. It does not sbund quite 
true. It used to be told about Washbrook, and prob
ably was invented by someone who was trying to satirise 
his extraordinary skill as a conductor. Unless, indeed, 
it is one of those traditional tales which have come' down 
from the remote past and have been applied from time 
to time to many people. Likt the other one of the man 
who never made but one good blow in a peal, and that 
was vvherf-he missed his sally.

Probably in the past there was a good deal of laxity 
in some places, but there is no evidence that it was 
general. The standard of good striking and true ring
ing was a very high, one in Norwich and the Eastern 
Counties generally, and so it was in London among the 
College Youths. John Cox was accused of having done 
some rather shkdy things in peal ringing; but his 
accuser had a reason for discrediting him, and the 

“Charge would hardly have been madg if the practices 
were at all common.

Robinson went on to point out that in Triples a peal 
runs to the full extent of the changes, any lapse would 
almost certainly cause repetition, and therefore Triples 
should be rung on more rigid lines than other numbers.

He was here referring to a fallacy by which many 
ringers have sought to excuse their lapses. Suppose 
you are ringing a peal of Stedman, Caters df the sort 
then usual without singles. If there is a shift of course 
and the two bells are afterwards put right, there will 
still be no repetition o f changes. W hy cannot you count 
it as a true peal ? I objected that it would not be Sted-,
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man Caters. Heywood said, ‘ What you mean is, I 
suppose, that it would not be the peal they started for.’
‘ No, I don’t , ’ I said. ‘ What I mean, is that in a true 
peal of Stedman Caters, you can’t have a shift and a 
single, any more than you can in Stedman Triples,' and 
the fact that there has been no repetition of changes has 
nothing to do with it.’

Robinson was here hampered by the memory of what 
had happened not so long before at Taunton. On June 
25th, 1885, he called a peal of Stedman Caters in that 
town with a band that included Washbrook and Davies. 
It was reported in ‘ The Bell News ’ in the usual way, 
but some time afterwards rumours began to get about 
that the ringing had been false. What had happened 
was this : a shift had occurred and to get the bells round 
a single was called. I rather imagine from what was 
said that it was Washbrook who put the single in. When 
the peal was finished there was a discussion in the belfry 
and though Robinson was uneasy about the matter, he 
did not object when the report was sent (by. another 
man) to ‘ The Bell News.’ When in 1892 the peal 
was publicly challenged he admitted it was false, but 
rather glossed over the matter. A week or two later-, 
however, he wrote again and made what he called a 
lenten confession, when he fully admitted his mistake 
and took the responsibility. It was an honourable thing 
to do; and’ can hardly have been an easy one for a man 
in his position, but it shed a rather unfavourable light on 
the standard of peal ringing current in some quarters.

An incident, not unlike the Taunton one, happened as 
far back as 1796 at Christ Church, Spitalfields. A band 
of the Junior Society of Cumberland Youths, with W il
liam Williams as conductor and John Noonan at the

fourth, rang 7,001 changes of Grandsire Caters. A 
footnote to the record in the peal book (which was, not 
written until several years later) states that ‘ the third 
and fifth were out of course five courses about the middle 
of the peal, after which they took their right course again 
to the end of the peal.’ The composition was an in
course one, but we are left in doubt as ‘to whether the 
peal was considered a true one or not. *

The debate at Bristol did ^iot produce any striking 
speeches. The Council appeared to be rather afraid of 
the subject, and 'Heywood declared at the beginning of 
the debate that ‘ there was not a member present who 
would dare to move a resolution upon it even if they dis
cussed it.’ At the close he said that when a man was 
conducting, his motives were excellent, and so they were 
when the peal was finished, but when he got into a fix 
there was no telling what he would not do. He had him
self rung a great many peals, some in which things had 
happened which, if he related them, would make their 
hair stand on end. One rather wonders where he had 
met with these alarming experiences. The^great majority 
of his peals were rung in his own tower with himself as 
conductor, or with the Burton-on-Trent band, or at 
Birmingham. He also missed the real point. No one can 
complain when a conductor does everything he can think 
of to save a peal. The real test is whether the saved peal 
should afterwards be considered up to the standard neces
sary for it to rank as a true peal. In the event the only 
resolution passed by the Council on the subject in 1902 
declared that any shift or error ii) ringing must be imme
diately corrected. The Exercise has alwj^s recognised 
this rule, and few would care to admit they had ever 
willingly broken it.

...... ..  . . . I . - I  111 — . . . »  . . . . .  »
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| John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK.

IB e llfo u ttd e rs  St 
IB e l l  h a n g e r s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.I.

T e le p h o n e  B is h o p s g a te  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR..
4 8  o w t. O q r. S lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E LLS
in sets of any number. 

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES, &c.

F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12 th  y e a r  
o f  r e ig n  o f  

E l iz a b e t h ) .

B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
T h e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  H e r tfo r d  C o u n ty  A sso ciation  a t  B u sh e y , w h ich  

w a s to  h a v e  b een  h e ld  to -m orrow , h a s  b e e n  ca n ce llc d . M e e tin g s  w ill 
b e  resu m ed  on th e  la s t  S a tu r d a y  in  S e p te m b e r .

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  M r. R . T . W o o d le y , on e o f  th e  o ld e st m em b ers 
o f  th e  A n c ie n t  S o c ie ty  o f C o lle g e  Y o u th s , w ho re a ch e s  h is  82nd tfirth - 
d a y  to -d a y .

S u n d a y  is t h e  tw e n ty -th ir d  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  d e a th  o f B e r tr a m  
P r e w e tt , w ho w a s  k il le d  on  a c tiv e  se rv ic e  in  F ra n c e .

S e r g t. H . P . R e e d , w h o  re c e n tly  w a s  serio u sly  w o u n d ed  w h ile  on 
a c tiv e  s e rv ice , is  n o w  in  th e  R .A .F .  H o sp ita l, E ly , C a m b s. A n y  le t te r s  
w o u ld  b e  v e r y  w elcom e, th o u g h  i t  w ill b e  so m e tim e  b e fo re  h e  can  
r e p ly  to  th e m . S e r g t. R e e d  w a s  o n e  o f  M r. G e o rg e  W illia m s ’ b a n d  
a t  N o r th  S to n eh a m .

A  co rresp o n d en t a sk s us i f  a n y th in g  h a s  b een  d o n e to  s a fe g u a r d  th e  
C a r te r  r in g in g  m ach in e. I t  is  in  th e  cu sto d y  o f th e  S c ien ce  M useum , 
w h o, o f  course, h a v e  th e  c h a r g e  o f th o u sa n d s o f fa r  m o re  v a lu a b le  
e x h ib its , a n d  th e  s a fe t y  o f th e  m a ch in e  m u st b e  le f t  to  th e m .

J o h n  L y fo r d , w ho w r o te  th e  le t te r  re c e n tly  d isco v e re d  b y  M r. A . A . 
H u g h e s, d ie d  on O c to b e r  14th , 1826, a g e d  69. H e  w o u ld , th e re fo re ,, be 
a  y o u n g  m an  o f  27 w h en  th e  le t te r  w a s  w r itte n . H is  b ro th e r  W illia m  
w a s  five  y e a r s  o ld e r.

O fficial fig u re s  h a v e  .been issu ed  o f th e  d a m a g e  to  ch u rch  p ro p e r ty  
in  L iv e rp o o l th ro u g h  en em y a c tio n . N in e te e n  ch u rch es, fiv e  v ic a ra g e s  
a n d  seven  ch u rch  h a lls  h a v e  b een  t o t a lly  d e stro y e d . T h e  C a th e d ra l 
a n d  83 o th e r  ch u rch es h a v e  b een  m ore  or. less  serio u sly  d a m a g e d .

H e n ry  H u b b a rd , o n e  o f  th e  fa m o u s N o rw ic h  S c h o la rs  a n d  th e  a u th o r  
o f  th e  t e x t  book on  ch a n g e  r in g in g  w h ic h  w e n t th ro u g h  fo u r  ed ition s 
b e tw e e n  1845 a n d  1876, w a s  b orn  on  A u g u s t  25th , 1807.

T h e  f ir s t  tr u e  p e a l  o f  G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  w a s  r u n g  a t  S t . P e t e r ’s, 
M a n c ro ft, N o rw ich , b y  th e  N o rw ic h  S c h o la rs  on  A u g u s t  26th, 1718. 
O n th e  sam e d a te  in  1776 th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  r a n g  10,640 c h a n g e s  o f 
B o b  M a jo r  a t  M o rtla k e .

M a tth e w  A . W o o d , fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  a  v e r y  p ro m in e n t m em b er o f th e  
L o n d o n  Exercise,^ d ie d  on A u g u s t  27th, 1912, a g e d  87.

T h e  sp len d id  r in g  o f  tw e lv e  b e lls  a t  Y o r k  M in ste r w e re  d e d ica te d  on 
A u g u s t  29th, 1926.

S ir  H e n r y  T u lse , so m etim e L o r d  M a y o r o f L on d on  an d  M a ste r  o f 
th e  S o c ie ty  o f C o lle g e  Y o u th s , d ied  on A u g u s t  3 1st, 1689.

F i f t y  y e a rs  ago  to -d a y  five  p e a ls  w e re  ru n g . T h e y  w e re  o n e  each  
o f  G ra n d sir e  an d  S te d m a n  T rip le s , B o b  M a jo r  a n d  O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  
M a jo r , a n d  7 M in o r m eth od s.

L E O N A R D  P R O C T O R .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— L e o n a r d  P r o c to r ’s , p o r t r a it  a n d  sh o rt ‘ In  M em o ria m  ’ 
n o tice  a p p e a re d  in  ‘ .C hurch  B e lls  ’ fo r  M a rc h  22nd, 1895.

I t  sa y s  h e  w a s  b orn  in  J a n u a r y , 1816, ̂ n d  h is fa m ily  h a d  b een  
se a te d  a t  B e n in g to n  fo r  th re e  ce n tu rie s . H e w e n t to  E to n  in  1829, 
w h e re  he ra n g  th e  b e ll a t  th e  d e a th  o f G e o rg e  I V .,  an d  to  T r in ity  
C o lleg e , C a m b rid g e , in  1834, w h ere  h e  g r a d u a te d  in  J a n u a r y , 1838.

In  th e  la s t  p a r a g r a p h  i t  sa ys , ‘ T h e  B e n in g to n  b a n d  w e r e  a lm o st 
e n tir e ly  h is  ow n se rv a n ts  a n d  d e p e n d a n ts  a n d  th e  S q u ire  a n d  his m en 
g re w  o ld  to g e th e r . H e  h a d  fe w  p u rsu its  o u ts id e  a n d  seld om  le f t  th e  
v illa g e . L a t t e r ly  he liv e d  a lm o st e n tir e ly  alon e, a n d  b e c a m e  m ore 
an d  m ore fe e b le , a lth o u g h  a d h e rin g  p r e t t y  m u ch  to  th e  o ld  ro u tin e  
o f life . H e  w a s  o u t of* doors w ith in  tw o  d a y s  o f h is  d e a th . H e 
p assed  a w a y  so q u ie t ly  t h a t  even  in tim a te  fr ie n d s  a n d  n e ig h b o u rs  
n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  his b e in g  ill  u n ti l th e y  w ere  to ld  o f  h is  fu n e r a l. ’

C H A R L E S  E . B O R R E T T .
S h e rin g h a m .

T E D B U R N  S T . M A R Y .
O L D -T IM E  R I N G E R S .

T o the E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— I w a s^ v ery  in te r e s te d  to  r e a d  th e  re p o r t  o f  th e  D evo n  

G u ild ’s m e e tin g  a t  T e d b u r n  S t . M a ry  in  y o u r issue o f  A u g u s t  22nd 
a n d  e sp e c ia lly  th e  s ta te m e n t t h a t  th e  b e lls  h a d  n o t b een  ru n g  fo r  
70 y e a rs .
"~M y g r a n d fa th e r , W . H . W e d la k e , w ho d ie d  in  1930 a t  th e  a g e  o f 
78, w a s  a  r in g e r  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  a t  D u n sfo rd , a  v i lla g e  a b o u t five  m iles  
fro m  T e d b u rn , an d  I  w e ll rem em b er h im  te l lin g  m e o f an  occasion  in  
his y o u n g e r  d a y s  w h en  th e  D u n sfo r d  r in g e r s  p a id  a v is it  to  T e a b u rn  
to  r in g . T h e y  w e re  m e t b y  th e  T e d b u r n  b a n d , an d , a f t e r  th e  r in g in g , 
a ll a d jo u rn e d  to  th e  v illa g e  p u b , w h e re  a n  a r g u m e n t s ta r te d  (no d o u b t 
a s  to  w ho w e re  th e  b e s t  r in g e r s !) , a n d  i t  en d ed  in  th e  D u n sfo rd  
b a n d  b e in g  d riv e n  o u t o f  ;th e  v i lla g e !  T h is , h o w e v e r, d id  n o t s u it  m y  
g r a n d fa th e r , w h o , I  do n o t d o u b t, w a s  a  f a i r lv  h e f t y  cu sto m er in  
th o se  d a y s , a n d  he re tu rn e d  to  th e  p u b  a lo n e . W h e th e r  th e  T e d b u rn  
r in g e rs  a d m ired  h im  fo r h a v in g  th e  sa u c e  to  com e b a c k  I  do n o t  k n o w , 
b u t a n y w a y  h e  w a s  w elcom ed , an d  on ce o r  tw ic e  a fte r w a r d s  he w e n t 
to  T e d b u rn  a lo n e  to  r in g  w ith  th e  locals.

I  h a v e  sp e n t m a n y  h a p p y  h o u rs w ith  th e  p re s e n t D u n sfo r d  b a n d , 
w ho s t il l  r in g  c a ll  ch a n ges, a n d  a  fe w  y e a r s  ag o  I  h a p p e n e d  to  ta k e  
p a r t  in  th e  m u ffle d  r in g in g  fo r  H e n r y  P o o k , le a d e r  o f  th e  b a n d  in  
m y  g r a n d fa th e r ’ s tim e , a n a  w ho, q u ite  p ossib ly , w a s  p re s e n t o n  th e  
e x p ed itio n  m en tio n ed  ab ove . L .  C . W . H U N T E R .

S h a lfo rd , S u r re y .
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B R O M L E Y  P A R IS H  C H U R C H .
A N O T H E R  V IC TIM  O F T H E  RAIDS.

Proposed Rebuilding.
A  fe w  w eek s a g o  w e  m en tio n ed  a m o n g  th e  b u ild in g s  d a m a g e d  b y  

a ir  ra id s  a  ch u rc h  in  a  so u th -e a st su b u rb . W e  a re  n o w  p e rm itte d  to  
g iv e  it s  n am e. I t  w a s  S S . P e t e r  a n d  P a u l, B r o m le y  in  K e n t , a n d  
w a s  a lm o st c o m p le te ly  d e stro y e d  w ith  its  r in g  o f e ig h t  b ells . W e 
le a rn  fro m  ‘ T h e  T im e s  ’ t h a t  c le a ra n ce  o f  th e  s ite  h a s  b eg u n . F irs t-  
a id  re p a ir s  a re  to  b e  m a d e  to  th e  to w e r  (w h ich  w a s  b u ilt  a b o u t th e  
y e a r  1400, a n d  is th e  o ld e s t r e m a in in g  p a r t  o f  th e  ch u rch ) p e n d in g  
a  decision  w h e th e r  i t  can b e  fu lly  re s to re d . T h e  v iew  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  
fo r  th e  P ro te c tio n  o f A n c ie n t B u ild in g s  is  t h a t  fu ll re s to ra tio n  is 
p ossib le. I t  is  h o ped  to  rec o v er th e  b e ll  m e ta l fo r  e v e n tu a l use in  
c a s tin g  n e w  b ells . A s m u ch  o f th e  m a so n ry  a s  p ossib le  w ill b e  sa v e d  
in  th e  h o p e o f  u s in g  i t  in  b u ild in g  a  n e w  ch u rch  a f t e r  th e  w a r . A s 
sopn as  circu m sta n ces  p e r m it a  te m p o r a ry  ch u rc h  w ill b e  p u t  u p .

SS. PETER  AND P A U L ’S C H U R C H , BROM LEY,

T h e  b e lls  w ere  a  r in g  o f  e ig h t su p p lied  in  1773 b y  T h o m a s  J a n n a w a y . 
H e  d id  n o t  c a s t m a n y  b e lls . T h e  m o st im p o r ta n t o f  his s t i l l  re m a in 
in g  a r e  th e  e ig h t  a t  B a tte r s e a  a n d  m o st o f  th o se  a t  S t . M a r y  A b b o t ’s, 
K e n s in g to n , w h e re  h e  h u n g  a n  o c ta v e  a fte r w a r d s  in c re a se d  to  te n  b y  
W a rn e rs , w ho a d d e d  a  te n o r  a n d  r e c a s t  o n e  o r  tw o  o th ers.

In  th e  la t e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  B r o m le y  h a d  a n  e n e rg e tic  an d  success
f u l  co m p a n y  of* r in g e rs , w ho c a lle d  th em selv es  th $  B r o m le y  Y o u th s . 
T h e y  w e re  tra d esm en  o f th e  to w n , shoem X kers, ca rp e n te rs , b reech es- 
m a k ers, b r ic k la y e r s  a n d  th e  lik e . I n  S e p te m b e r, 1774, th e y  r a n g  a  
p e a l o f  B o b  M a jo r  a n d  in  th e  n e x t  y e a r  10,080 ch a n g es  in  th e  sam e 
m eth o d . T h e y  fo llo w e d  w ith  m a n y  o th e r  p ea ls , som e in  th e ir  hom e 
b e lfr y  a n d  som e a t  n e ig h b o u rin g  to w ers . T h e ir  m o st n o ta b le  p e r
fo rm a n ce  w a s 5,520 R e a l D o u b le  B o b  M a jo r  in  1789. I t  w a s  Joh n  
R e e v e s ’ com position  fr o m  th e  * C la v is  ’ a n d  w a s  th e  firs t  p e a l e v e r  
r u n g  w ith  th e  bo b s in  p a ir s  on e b eh in d  a n d  on e in  fr o n t  a n d  b o th  in  
th e  sam e lea d .

F o r  lo n g  W illia m  C h a p m a n  w a s  th e ir  c h ie f bob  c a lle r , a n d  w h en  he 
d ie d  in  1817 th e  co m p a n y r a n g  to  h is  m em o ry  th e  first m u ffled  five  
th o u sa n d  e v e r  ach ie v e d . T h e  so c ie ty  also  scored  th e  f ir s t  ‘ J o h n  ’ p ea l, 
o n e  o f G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  in  1828.

L ik e  th e  m a jo r ity  o f s im ila r  co m p a n ies th e  so cie ty  d eclin ed  soon 
a ft e r  th e  firs t q u a rte r  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry . T h e  p e a l b o o k  in  
w h ich  t h e y  re c o rd e d  th e ir  p e rfo rm a n ce s  w a s  p re se rve d , an d  h as, w e 
u n d e rsta n d , su rv iv e d  th e  la te s t  c a ta s tro p h e .

F U t U R E  O F  D A M A G E D  C H U R C H E S .
T H E  P R A C T I C E  O P  C E N T U R IE S .

To th e E ditor.
S ir ,— I  fu lly  a g re e  w ith  y o u r  co rresp o n d en t, F . H . S m ith , w h en  h e  

sa y s  t h a t  ‘ A n t i-S ile n t  ’ h a s  c r e a te d  a  b o g e y  w ith  w h ich  he h a s  sca red  
h im self s tiff. T h e r e  is  no p ro o f y e t  t h a t  a n y w h e re  in  th e  C h u rc h  th e  
c le r g y  o r  an y o n e  e lse  a r e  m a k in g  a n  excu se o f  th e  w a r  d a m a g e  to 
s to p  b e llr in g in g  b y  p ro v id in g  o n ly  u t i lit a r ia n  re p la ce m e n ts . S u c h  
n e ce ss ity  as  th e r e  m a y  b e  fo r  th is  ty p e  o f b u ild in g  lia s  lo n g  b een  w ith  
us, an d , as  f a r  as  th e  p rov isio n  o f  b ells  is  con cern ed , u n q u e stio n a b ly  
fro m  th e  b e g in n in g .

T h e r e  h a s  a lw a y s  b een  a  v e r y  la r g e  p ro p o rtio n  o f ch u rch es, b o th  
o ld  an d  n ew , w h e re in  th e  ere c tio n  o f a  r in g in g  p e a l w a s  n e v e r  con 
te m p la te d . W ith in  a  sh o rt ra d iu s  o f  m y  ow n p a r is h  th e re  a r e  th re e  
tw e lf t h  c e n tu ry  ch u rch es w h ic h  h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  a n y th in g  b u t  a  b e ll 
tu r r e t , a n d  th e re  a re  s ix  o th e r  p a rish  ch u rch es b u ilt  w ith in  th e  la s t  
70 y e a r s  w h ich  a r e  s im ila r ly  w ith o u t to w ers .

T h e  e a r ly  ch u rch es a r e  b u ilt  w ith  a l l  th e  p ro u d  a n d  s ta te ly  sim 
p lic ity  o f th e  a g e ;  th e  ‘ n ew  ’ ch u rch es m a y  w e ll b e  c a lle d  ‘ u t i l i t a r ia n .’ 
T h e y  v a r y  in  w h a t  som e p e o p le  te r m  ‘ b e a u ty  ’ o r  la c k  o f  i t ,  w h ic h e ve r  
y o u  p re fe r , fro m  a b r ic k  b u il t  ‘ b a rn  ’ to  a  s to n e  f a c e d #stru c tu r e , 
b u t  a ll o f  th e m  a r e  ch u rch es w h ic h  se rv e  t h e  p a rish io n e rs  in  a l l  th e ir  
s p ir itu a l n eed s. T h e y  n e v e r  h a v e  h a d  n o r a r e  th e y  l ik e ly  e v e r  to  h a v e  
a  r in g  o f b ells , b u t  no on e ca n  co m p lain  t h a t  t h a t  is  d u e  to  a n y  
p re ju d ice  a g a in s t  th em .

A n d  so i t  h a s  b een , I  im a g in e , a l l  d o w n  th e  a g e s, a n d  i f  n ew  
ch u rch es go  up* w ith o u t p rov isio n  fo r  b e lls— w ell, m uch as w e  r in g e rs  
m a y  r e g r e t  it , i t  w ill n o t b e  a  d isg u ise d  a t t a c k  up on  o u r a r t .  I t  
m a y  w e ll b e  th e  n eed  fo r  r ig id  econ o m y. W h e re  th e r e  a r e  d a m a g e d  
o r  d e stro y e d  ch u rch es w h ich  fo rm e rly  h a d  to w ers , even  i f  th e  to w ers  
a r e  dow n  w ith  th e  r e s t  o f t h e  b u ild in g s, w e  m a y 'h o p e  to  see th em  
rise  a g a in  a n d  to  b ecom e a s  b e a u t ifu l a n d  a s  co m p lete  as b e fo re  th e  
w a r.

T h o se  w ho v is ite d  B e lg iu m  a n d  th e  a re a s  s tr ic k e n  in  th e  la s t  w a r  
w ill p ro b a b ly  h a v e  n o tic e d  h ow  th e  s p ir it  o f  th e  C h u rc h  th e r e  re a cte d  
w h en  p e a c e  p e rm itte d  re c o n stru ctio n . T h e  C a th e d r a l a t Y p r e s , fo r  
in sta n ce , w a s  re d u c e d  b y  b o m b a rd m e n t to  a  h e a p  o f  ru b b le , b u t  th e  
b u ild in g  ro se  a g a in  in  th e  y e a rs  t h a t  fo llo w e d . I ts  fu rn ish in g s  w ere  
f irs t  o f  an  e x tre m e ly  * u t i li t a r ia n  ’  c h a ra c te r , b u t  p iou s m en  an d  
w om en  g r a d u a lly  b e g a n  to  re s to re  th e  in te r io r  to  so m e th in g  o f  its  
o ld  g ra n d e u r  b y  th e ir  g ifts , an d  p e rm a n e n t fit t in g s  co m m en su ra te  w ith  
th e  im p o rta n c e  a n d  d ig n ity  o f  th e  b u ild in g  soon b e g a n  to  ta k e  th e

Fla c e  o f  th e  p la in  fu r n itu r e  t h a t  sufficed  a t  th e  o u tse t. So  i t  w ill b e , 
am  su re, w ith  o u r  ch u rch es h e re  in  E n g la n d . W h e re  th e  ch u rch es 

a r e  r e b u i lt  th e  b e lls  w ill, som e d a y , com e a g a in  to  th e  to w ers.
N ew  ch u rch es in  n e w  d is tr ic ts  m a y  b e  a  d iffe re n t m a tte r , b u t  le t  u s  

re m e m b e r w h a t  I  sa id  b e fo re  t h a t  b y  no m ean s a l l th e  ch u rch es B u ilt 
d ow n  th e , ce n tu rie s  h a v e  been  d esig n ed  to  h o ld  r in g s  o f b e lls .

T . P A R K I N S O N .

A N T I -B E L L  A D V O C A T E S .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— Y o u r  co rre sp o n d e n t ‘ A n t i-S ile n t  ’ seem s to  b e  a d on  
h a n d  in  in v e n tin g  b o g ies . D oes h e  or a n y o n e  e lse r e a lly  b e lie v e  t h a t  
th e re  is  a n y  o rg a n ise d  op p ositio n  to  th e  u se  o f  ch u rch  b e lls  o r t h a t  
th e  in flu en ce o f  th o se  w h o  d is lik e  th e  so u n d  o f th e m  h a s  sp re a d  to  
sectio n s o f *the e c c le s ia s tic a l a u th o r itie s  o r  to  th e  M in is try  o f H om e 
S e c u r ity  ? T h e r e  a r e  p eop le  w h o  do n o t lik e  th e  b e lls  o f th e  ch u rch  
n e x t  d oor to  w h e re  t h e y  liv e  a n d  th e y  h a v e  a  r ig h t  to  th e ir  lik e s  a n d  
d is lik e s . B u t  th e y  d o n ’t  c a re  tw o p e n c e  al^out th e  b e lls  in  th e  n e x t 
p a rish .

* A n t i-S ile n t  ’ ta lk s  b ig  en o u g h , b u t  I  w o n d er w h a t  s o r t  o f  a  C h u rc h  
i t  w o u ld  b e  i f  he h a d  th e  o r d e r in g  o f  i t .

_  L E S L I E  W . B U N C E .

C O N D U C T O R S .— C o n d u cto rs  in  m y  e a r ly  r in g in g  d a y s  so m etim es 
in d u lg e d  in  la x i ty  t h a t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  to le r a te d  now . O n e  u sed  to  sa y  
t h a t  ‘ he d id  n o t  tr o u b le  a b o u t th e  l i t t le  b e lls  so lo n g  as th e  b ig  
ones k e p t  r ig h t . ’ T h e  fo llo w in g  co n v e rsa tio n  is re p o rte d  to  h a v e  
ta k e n  p la c e  d u rin g  a p e a l o f  G ra n d s ir e  T r i p le s : * W h a t ’s  th e  m a tte r  
w ith  y o u ? ’ q u o th  o n e  o f  th e  b a n d  to  th e  co n d u c to r, w h o  re p lie d , 
‘ W e ’r e  in  th e  last- p a r t  o f  th e  p e a l, b u t  I  c a n ’ t  g e t  th e  b e lls  ro u n d  ’ ; 
to  w h ic h  th e  o th e r  re jo in e d , ‘ A h , w e ’v e  b een  m  h e  a  s m a r t  m a n y  
tim e s; le t  m e ca ll ’ em  round.*— F . E . R ob in son .

S I N G L E S .— Som e r in g e rs  h a v e  th o u g h t  t h a t  s in g le s  sh ou ld  n o t  b e  
u sed  u n less th e  o b je c t  c a n n o t o th e rw is e  b e  a t ta in e d  : b u t  I  d iffer  in 
o p in io n : as  th e y  n o t o n ly  afford  a  p le a s in g  v a r ie t y , b u t  a lso  an  o p p o r
t u n ity  o f  in tr o d u c in g  a  g r e a te r  n u m b e r o f  m u sica l ch a n g es. W e  
h a v e  m a n y  in sta n ce s  o f th e ir  b e in g  u sed  w h en  n o t a b s o lu te ly  n eces
s a r y  as  in  one p e a l o f  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  w ith  50 sin g les , e tc . T h e y  
a r e  in d eed  in d isp e n sa b le  in  som e m e th o d s as in  G ra n d sir e  C a t« rs : fo r  
w ith o u t th em  n o t on e c h a n g e  in  181,440 co u ld  b e  o b ta in e d .— S h ip w a y .

Have ‘ The Ringing W o rld ’ sent to your ringing 
friends abroad; 4s. 4d. per quarter from * The 
Ringing World ’ Office, Lower Pyrford Road, 
Woking.
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S P L IC E D  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R .
T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  C O M P O S IT IO N .

To the E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  com position  p u b lish ed  th is  w e e k  m a rk s  a n o th e r  im 

p o r ta n t  s ta g e  in  th e  h is to ry  o f S p lic e d  S u r p r is e  M a jo r . I t  w a s  o ver 
17  y e a rs  ag o , on  M a y  14th , 1924, to  b e  p recise , w h en  th e  firs t p e a l o f 
S p lic e d  S u r p r is e  M a jo r  w a s  ru n g  a t  W h it le y  B a y . T h is  w a s  a  p e a l 
o f C a m b r id g e  a n d  S u p e r la tiv e , w ith  2,528 ch a n g es  in  e a c h  m eth o d . I t  
is  s tra n g e  t h a t  no o th e r  b a n d  in  th e  c o u n try  to o k  u p  th is  fo rm  o f 
r in g in g , a lth o u g h  th e re  w ere  se v e ra l a t  t h a t  t im e  q u ite  c a p a b le  o f 
d o in g  so, a n d  i t  ca n  o n ly  b e  a ssu m ed  t h a t  th e  ‘ t im e  w a s  n o t r ip e .’

I t  is  in te r e s tin g  to  n o te , h o w e v e r, e sp e c ia lly  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  'Criticism s 
m a d e  d u rin g  a  c o n tro v e rsy  w h ic h  to o k  p la c e  m a n y  y e a rs  la te r , th a t  
th is  co m p o sition  fu lfille d  m u ch  t h a t  h a s  sin ce b een  so u g h t a f t e r  by  
com posers. I t  n o t o n ly  co n ta in e d  fu ll  courses, b u t  th e re  w a s e x a c tly  
th e  sam e n u m b er o f  ch a n g es  in  each  m eth o d , a n d  a l l  th e  b e lls  d id  all 
th e  w o rk  o f  th e  tw o  m eth o d s rrn ig . T h is  la s t  q u a lity  w a s  o n ly  ju s t  
a t ta in e d , a n d  an  e x a m in a tio n  o f th e  co m p o sition  sh ow s t h a t  som e o f 
th e  w o rk  w a s  done b y  th e  ten o rs  once o n ly  th ro u g h o u t th e  p e a l. 
T h e re  a p p e a rs  to  b e  no d o u b t t h a t  th e  com poser, M r. J .  W . P a r k e r , 
h a d  som e d iffic u lty  in  f it t in g  in  som e o f  th e  lea d s  w ith o u t in tro d u c in g  
fa lsen ess. *

I f  th is  is  so, i t  is n o t su rp r is in g  t h a t  a  fo u r  m eth o d  p e a l w a s 
im p o ssib la  to  fin d  w ith  fu ll  cou rses, b u t  th e  in g en io u s  p la n  in tro d u c ed  
in  1927 b y  th e  la te  R e v . H . L a w  J a m es g a v e  th e  E x erc ise  a p e a l in 
th e  fo u r  s ta n d a rd  m eth o d s, L o n d o n , B r is to l, C a m b r id g e  an d  S u p e r
la tiv e . T h is  p e a l w a s  ru n g  soon a f t e r  p u b lic a tio n  b y  b a n d s  led  b y  
M r. A . H . P u llin g , M r. W illia m  P y e  an d  M r. H . Bf. P a ssm o re , th e  
la t t e r  b e in g  th e  firs t  to  c a ll th e  p e a l fro m  a  b e ll d o in g  a ll th e  w o rk . 
L a te r , o th e r m eth o d s w e re  in tro d u c e d , L in c o ln sh ire  in  one p eal in 
w h ich  a  th ir d  le a d  o f  L o n d o n  w a s  also  ru n g , a n d  P u d se y  a n d  R u tla n d  
in  a n o th e r.

T h e n  M r. P itm a n  p rod u ced  a  v a r ie t y  o f  p ea ls  in  a ll n u m b ers  o f 
m eth o d s u p  to  16. S e v e r a l o f  th ese  w ere  ru n g , th e  g r e a te s t  n u m b er 
o f m eth o d s in tro d u c e d  in to  a n y  on e o f th e  su cc essfu l p e rfo rm a n ce s  
b e in g  tw e lv e . A l l  th e se  com p osition s, h o w ever, w ere  on th e  sh o rt 
cou rse  p la n , a n d , g e n e ra lly  s p e a k in g , th e  o n ly  co u rses c o n ta in in g  m ore 
th a n  th re e  le a d s  w e re  th o se  in  w h ich  su ch  m eth o d s as B r is to l a n d  N e w  
G lo u c e ste r , b o b b ed , w e re  in tro d u c e d . A t  th e  sa m e  tim e, i t  w a s  q u ite  
e v id e n t to  th o se  r in g e rs  w h o  to o k  an  in te llig e n t  in te r e s t  in  th e  m a tte r  
t h a t  th e  m ore m eth o d s in  th e  p e a ls , th e  g r e a te r  th e  l ia b il i ty  to  fa ls e 
ness, an d  th e  g r e a te r  th e  d iffic u lty  o f  g e t t in g  a w a y  fro m  L a w  J a m e s ’ 
p la n , w h ic h  w a s  in tr o d u c e d  as th e  o n ly  w a y  to  av o id  fa lsen ess. I t  
w a s, th e re fo re , s u rp ris in g  to  find o pp osition  to  th is  p la n , w h ic h  show ed 
its e lf  on m ore th a n  on e occasion .

A  s u b tle  a t ta c k  w a s  m a d e  b y  a n  a sso cia tio n  w h o se m em b ers, n one o f  
w hom  h a d  a p p a r e n t ly  h ad  a n y  p r a c tic a l e x p e rie n c e  o f  S p lic e d  S u r p r ise  
r in g in g , p a ssed  a  reso lu tio n  to  th e  e ffect t h a t  ‘ th e  sp lic in g  o f  m etn o d s 
is th e o re tic a lly  u n so u n d .’ N o  rea so n s w e re  g iv e n  fo r  th is  e x tr a o r d in a r y  
reso lu tio n , a n d  en q u iries  a s  tp  w h a t  w e re  th e  rea so n s w h ic h  led  u p  
to  th e  reso lu tio n  b e in g  p u t  to  th e  m e e tin g  b r o u g h t  o n ly  a n  e v asive  
r e p ly . -

L a te r , som e cr it ic s  o b je c te d  to  th e  w h o le  p la n  on th e  g ro u n d s th a t  
in  sp liced  p e a ls  a l l th e  b e lls  sh o u ld  do a l l th e  w o rk  o f  a l l  th e  m eth ods, 
a n d  t h a t  th e  sa m e  n u m b er, o r v e r y  n e a r ly  th e  sa m e  n u m b e r, o f  
ch a n g e s  o f each  m eth o d  sh ou ld  b e  r u n g ; th e  cr it ic s  q u ite  fo r g e tt in g  
o r  p e rh a p s  nfever even  b e in g  a w a r e  or th e  d ifficu lties  in v o lv e d , an d  
c e r ta in ly  h a v in g  no id e a  a t  all how  su ch  a d e s ira b le  s ta te  o f a ffa irs  
co u ld  b e  ach ieved .

T o -d a y  w e  see  M r. P it m a n ’s la te s t  p e a l, w h ic h  g iv e s  th e  ten o rs  a 
m u ch  la r g e r  sh a re  o f  th e  w o rk . A  fe w  w e e k s  a g o  w e  sa w  ,Mr. J . W . 
P a r k e r ’ s la te s t  v e r y  fine com position s, w h ic h  a c tu a lly , b u t  o n ly  ju s t, 
in tro d u c e d  a ll th e  w o rk  o f  a l l th e  n ie th o d s fo r  a l l  th e  b e lls , a n d  one 
is  e n tit le d  to  a sk  w h e th e r  su ch  p e a ls  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  d isco vered  h ad  
th e  cr itic s  o f a  fe w  y e a rs  ag o  h a d  th e ir  w a y  a n d  su cceed ed  in  g e t t in g  
th e  sh o r t  cou rse  p la n  ru le d  o u t as  u n sou n d .

O ne th in g  is  q u ite  ce rta in , th e  fin e ach ie v e m e n ts  o f  th e  B u sh e y  
h a n d b e ll b a n d  w o u ld  n o t n ow  b e lo o k ed  b a c k  u p on  w ith  p rid e— nor 
co u ld  w e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  th e  d a y s  w h en  som e o f  o u r y o u n g e r  com 
p osers a n d  co n d u cto rs w ill m a k e  s till  fu r t h e r  a d v a n c e s  in  th is  b ra n ch  
o f o u r  a r t .

I  h a v e  in  m y  possession a  com position  b v  M r. P itm a n , co n sistin g  o f 
5,120 ch a n g es  o f  S u p e r la tiv e , C a m b r id g e , L in c o ln sh ire , Y o r k s h ir e  and 
P u d s e y  S u r p rise  M a jo r , in  fo u r  le a d  courses, ea ch  cou rse  c o n ta in in g  a 
b o b  * before.*  I  do n o t k n o w  i f  i t  h a s  b een  p u b lish e d , b u t  p erh a p s  
M r. P itm a n  ca n  sa y . I t  is  a n  e x tre m e ly  in te r e s tin g  com position , an d  
i t  ljia y  b e  ru n g  in  five, fo u r, th re e  or tw o  m eth o d s.

O n e o th e r  p o in t ra ise d  th is  w eek  is  w o r th y  o f  co m m en t. T h e  p lan  
a d o p ted  b y  M r. P a r k e r  o f  p la c in g  th e  c a llin g  o f  th e  m eth o d s a g a in s t 
th e  p re v io u s  cou rse-en d  seem s to  m e to  b e  l ik e ly  to  ca u se  co n fu sio n . 
A s  a  m a tte r  o f fa c t ,  w h e n  I  s a w  h is  firs t  p e a l so show n  I  w o n d ered  
w h a t  i t  w a s  a ll a b o u t, as  it  d id  n o t seem  to  f it  to g e th e r  u n ti l I  re a lise d  
w h a t  h a d  b een  d one. I ,  fo r  one, fa v o u r  th e  p la n  a d o p te d  b y  th e  
E d ito r  in  th is  w e e k ’s  p a p e r, w h ic h  u p  to  n o w  h a s  a p p e a re d  q u ite  
s a t is fa c to r y . C . T . C O L E S .

H O W  T O  G I V E  T H E  F I G U R E S .
D e a r  S ir ,— M en tio n  la s t  w e e k  w a s  m a d e  as t o  th e  b e s t  w a y  to  g iv e  

com p osition s o f  sp liced  p ea ls  on p a p e r, an d  th e  a r ra n g e m e n t o f  M r. 
P it m a n ’s p e a l th e r e  g iv e n  c e r ta in ly  fo llo w s  th e  1 tr a d it io n a l ’ p ra c tic e , 
b u t  is  i t  p e r fe c t ly  c le a r  P

(C o n tin u ed  in  next eotam n .)

A  F A M IL Y  P E A L .
M R . W . S P I C E ’S  A C H I E V E M E N T  A T  E I G H T Y .

R in g in g  is on e o f th e  m ost r e m a r k a b le  o f a l l p a stim e s  in  t h a t  th e re  
is  p r a c t ic a lly  n o  a g e  lim it . O n e seem s n e v e r  to o  y o u n g  or too  o ld  to  
b e g in , a n d  even  th o se  w ho h a v e  g ro w n  u p  in  i t  c a n  la u n c h  o u t  a fre sh  
in  a n o th e r  d ire c tio n  a t  a n y  a g e .

F o r  in sta n ce , a t  e ig h t y  M r. W illia m  S p ice, o f  T u n s ta ll, K e n t , h as 
iu s t  ru n g  his firs t p e a l ‘ in  h a n d  ’ on e ig h t  D e lls— a n d  i t  is  n o t  th a t  
he k n e w  a ll a b o u t i t  b e fo re  a n d  h a d  o n ly  b o th e re d  a b o u t i t  n ow . N o , 
h e h a s  b een  p ra c tis in g  w ith  a  fa m ily  b a n d  w h o  s ta r te d  to  te a c h  th e m 
se lves h a n d b e ll r in g in g  w h en  w a r  b ro k e  o u t ;  in  f a c t ,  th e  f ir s t  p ra c tic e  
to o k  p la c e  on th e  d a y  w a r  w a s  d e cla re d — b u t t h a t  w a s, p e rh a p s, a 
co in cid en ce.

I t  has a lw a y s  been  M r. W illia m  S p ic e ’s  a m b itio n  to  r in g  a1 * S p ic e  * 
p e a l a n d  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  th e re  h a v e  b een  en o u gh  r in g e rs  in  th e  fa m ily  
to  m a k e  u p  a  b a n d , b u t, w h a t  w ith  o n e  th in g  a n d  a n o th e r , o n ly  tw o 
a t te m p ts  fo r  a  to w e r-b e ll p e a l o f  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  h a v e  e v e r  been 
m ad e. W it h  th e  o u tb r e a k  o f th e  w a r, fo llo w e d  b y  th e  im p o sition  o f 
th e  b a n , i t  seem ed  t h a t  th e  p e r fo rm a n ce  w o u ld  n e v e r  b e  acco m p lish ed .

W h en  h an d b e ll p r a c t ic e  w a s  s ta r te d  n o n e  o f th e  b a n d  co u ld  m a n a g e  
m ore th a n  a  p la in  cou rse  o f  G ra n d s ir e  T rip le s , a n d  th e  d ifficu lties 
w e re  n o t m a d e  less b y  th e  a b sen ce  fro m  h o m e fo r  h a lf  th e  y e a r  o f 
th e  m o st e n th u s ia s tic  m em b er o f th e  co m p a n y.

H o w ev er, a  h a n d b e ll p e a l o f G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  h a s  n o w  b een  ru n g  
a f t e r  fo u r  o r five  a t te m p ts , a n d  G r a n d fa th e r  S p ic e  h as a c h ie v e d  one 
o f  h is  g r e a t  a m b itio n s. A n d  he w ill b e  c o n g r a tu la te d , to o , fo r  i t  is  
no m ean  fe a t  fo r  a  m an  to  s t a r t  r in g in g  h a n d b e ll p e a ls , ev en  i f  o n ly  
on  7-8, a t  th e  a g e  o f e ig h ty . M r. S p ice  is  a lr e a d y  ta lk in g  o f  t r y in g  fo r 
a  fa m ily  p e a l o f C a te rs !

F ro m  th e  re c o rd  o f th e  p e a l i t  w ill b e  o b serv ed  t h a t  a l l th e  r in g e rs  
d id  so m e th in g  n ew . B e t t y  S p ic e  r a n g  h er firs t  p e a l, G e o rg e  Sp ice  
r a n g  hig f irs t  p e a l ‘ in  h a n d ,’ W illia m  S p ic e  r a n g  his firs t  p e a l ‘ in  
h a n d  ’ on  e ig h t b ells , a n d  J o h n  S p ic e  c a lle a  h is  firs t  p e a l on e ig h t b ells .

T h e  ‘ S p ic e  * p e a l re c a lls  o th e r  fa m ily  a c h iev em en ts  o f  a  s im ila r  
k in d . T h e  b ro th e rs  B a ile y , o f  L e isto n , r a n g  m a n y  p e a ls  on h a n d b e lls  
fro m  T r ip le s  to  M a xim u s, th e  m eth o d s in c lu d in g  P la in  B o b , D o u b le  
N o rw ich , K e n t  a n d  O x fo rd  T re b le  B o b  a n d  S te d m a n . T h e  b ro th e rs  
P y e  r a n g  p e a ls  w h ic h  re a ch e d  S u rp rise  M a jo r . T h e  la te  J o h n  D . 
M a tth e w s  w h en  M a ste r  o f th e  R o y a l C u m b e rla n d s  c a lle d  a  fa m ily  p eal 
o f B o b  M a jo r . T h e re  h a v e  b een  o th e rs , o f  cou rse, se v e r a l o f  th e m  on 
six  b ells , on e as  lo n g  a g o  a s  1897 b y  th re e  T im b re lls , o f C h ip p in g , 
L an cs.

A lth o u g h  w e do n o t re m e m b e r t h a t  th e  ta le n te d  W a sh b ro o k  fa m ily  
e v e r  r a n g  a  h a n d b e ll p e a l, th e y  d id  som e r e m a r k a b le  th in g s  a n d  used  
to  r in g  cou rses o f G ra n d sir e  C in q u e s  w ith  th e  g r e a t  J .  W ., sen ., r in g 
in g  fo u r  b e lls . ----------------

T H E  O L D E S T  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  q u e ry  in  y o u r  B e l f r y  G ossip  fo r  A u g u s t  8th  la s t  has 
b r o u g h t a n  in te r e s tin g  le t t e r  o r  tw o  in  re p ly .

On p e ru s in g  B e l f r y  G o ssip  th is  w e e k  I  find a  n o te  s a y in g  M r. W . H . 
F u sse ll r a n g  h is  f ir s t  p e a l on  A u g u s t 5 th , 1882, co n d u c ted  b v  W illia m  
B a ro n . I  n a t u r a l ly  th o u g h t  th is  m a y  h a v e  b een  a  C u m b e rla n d  p e a l, 
as  p e a ls  a t  th a t  t im e  w e re  so m etim es h e a d e d  b y  tw o  o r  m ore societies. 
H o w ev er, i t  w a s  n o t so, b u t  on th e  sam e p a g e  (149), 4 T h e  B e l l  N e w s,’ 
A u g u s t 12 th , 1882, I  find H e n r y  H o p k in s  r in g in g  in  a  C u m b e rla n d  p e a l 
o f K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a io r  a t  S a ffro n  W a ld e n , E ssex. T h e re fo re , M r. 
H o p k in s is  a  m u ch  o ld er m em b er th a n  th o se  m en tio n ed . L o o k in g  
fu r th e r  on I  fin d  on p a g e  294 fo r  S e p te m b e r 22nd, 1883, M r. W . EL. 
F u sse ll ta k in g  p a r t  in  a  C u m b e rla n d  p e a l o f G ra n d sire  T rip le s , con 
d u cted  b y  A r th u r  H . G ard om .

T h e se  d a te s  a r e  b o th  p rio r  to  th o se  a lr e a d y  g iv en .
1 , C h e stn u t A ve n u e , E a s tle ig h , H a n ts . G E O R G E  W I L L IA M S .

O T H E R  C A N D I D A T E S .
D e a r  S ir ,— M r. F u sse ll a n d  m y  fa t h e r  jo in e d  th is  so c ie ty  w ith in  a 

few  m on th s o f each  o th e r, a n d  th e ir  50 y e a r s ’ m em b ersh ip  w a s  ce le 
b ra te d  a t  S h o re d itch  in  1931 w ith  a  p e a l o f  S te d m a n  C in q u es, in w h ich  
th e y  b o th  to o k  p a r t .  M r. J .  F . P r ie s t , o f W o o d sto c k , S o u th  A fr ic a , 
w ho re c e n tly  w r o te  to  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld ,’ a lso  b e c a ta e  a m em b er 
a b o u t th e  sam e tim e . T h e  R e v . W . C . P e a rso n , o f  H e n le y , Ip sw ich , 
w ho fo u n d ed  th e  C a m b r id g e  U n iv e r s i ty  G u ild  in  1879, is  also  a C u m b e r
la n d  Y o u th . W h e n  h e  b ec a m e a  ^member I  a m  u n a b le  to  sa y .

C r a y fo r d . _________________________________E . B A R N E T T .

S P L IC E D  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  co lum n .)

T h e  n o vice  re a d s  fro m  le f t  to  r ig h t  an d  fr o m  to p  to  b o tto m  o f  a  
co lu m n  o r  p a g e , an d , g la n c in g  a t  th e  p e a l, on e sees: 23456 B M W H . 
th en  u n d er a lin e  42356 S S C X I , w h ich , i f  c a lle d  as  show n , ’W ould 
p ro d u c e  34256 a n d  n o t 35426, th e r e  b e in g  n o th in g  w h a te v e r  to  show  
how 4235o is a r r iv e d  a t .  A g a in  a t  th e  en d  o f th e  p e a l, a f t e r  rou n d s 
it  w o u ld  a p p e a r  th e re  w a^ s tili  S S C X L  to  b e  r u n g  w ith  a b o b  a t  hom e.

T h ese  re m a r k s  a p p ly  to  a n y  co m po sition , a n d  i f  th e  com poser p r e fe r s  
h is  c a llin g  on  th e  r ig h t  o f  th e  courses, sh ou ld  i t  n o t b e  show n  one 
step  h ig h e r  th a n  is  a lw a y s  p r in te d , o r, a l te r n a t iv e ly , im m e d ia te ly  to  
th e  le f t  o f  th e  cou rse  th e  p a r t ic u la r  c a llin g  p ro d u c es?

M r. P a r k e r ’s a r r a n g e m e n t o f  h is p e a l co u ld  b e  e a s ily  fo llo w e d , and  
M r. P itm a n  a p p a r e n t ly  a g re e s , in a sm u ch  as  h e  p re se n te d  his com posi
tio n  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  in  a  s im ila r  ord er.

40, F u c h s ia  Lane, Ip«wich. W . J. G. BROWN.
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T H E  K I N G S  H E A D .
A  F O R M E R  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S ’ H E A D Q U A R T E R S .

M e n tio n  h a s  r e c e n tly  b e e n  m a d e  o f  th e  K in g ’s H e a d  in  W in c h e ste r  
S tr e e t , S o u th w a r k , W here fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  C o lle g e  
Y o u th s  j i a d  i t s  h e a d q u a rte r s . T h e y  w e n t  th e r e  in  1849, w h e n  t h e y  
le f t  S t . M a rtin -in -th e -F ie ld s  a n d  T h e  B a r n  in  S t . M a r tin ’ s L a n e , an d  
th e y  re m a in e d  th e r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  S t .  P a u l ’s  C a th e d r a l b e lls  w e r e  open ed  
a n d  th e y  crossed  th e  r iv e r  to  T h e  G oose a n d  G rid iro n . F e w  r in g e rs  
n o w  k n o w  th e  K in g ’s  H e a d . I t  s ta n d s  in  t h e  s tr e e t  w h ic h  ru n s  w e s t
w a rd s  fro m  S t .  S a v io u r ’s, a n d  as  i t  ho ld s a  sp e c ia l m a r k e t  licen ce, i t  

^  sh u ts u p , w e  b e lie ve , a t  e ig h t  o ’ c lo ck  e v e r y  n ig h t.
A  d escrip tio n  o f th e  K in g ’s H e a d  an d  a  m e e tin g  o f th e  C o lleg e  

Y o u th s  th e r e  w a s  p r in te d  in  ‘ A l l  th e  Y e a r  R o u n d  ’ fo r  F e b r u a r y  
2 7th , 1869. C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  th e n  o w n ed  a n d  e d ite d  t h a t  jo u rn a l, a n d  
he is u s u a lly  su p p o sed  to  h a v e  p a id  a  p e rso n a l v is it  to  th e  r in g e rs  
a n d  to  h a v e  w r itt e n  th e  a r t ic le  h im se lf. I t  is  p ossib le , fo r  h e  k n ew  
a n d  lo v e d  th e  b y -p a th s  o f  L o n d o n , b u t  p e rh a p s  n o t  v e r y  lik e ly . T h e re  
is n o th in g  in  th e  a r tic le  t h a t  a n y  a v e r a g e  re p o r te r  in  se a rc h  o f cop y 
cou ld  n o t h a v e  w r itte n . T h is  is  w h a t  is  sa id  a b o u t th e  K in g ’s H e a d  
a n d  th e  m e e tin g  th e re . I t  is  p a r t  o f a  .lon g a c c o u n t w h ic h  describ es 
a  v is it  to  S t .  S a v io u r ’ s b e l fr y  a n d  a  sh o r t  h is to ry  o f  th e  so c ie ty , th e  
la t t e r  a  m ere  p a ra p h ra se  o f  th e  a c co u n t in  th e  o ld  r u le  book.

T H E  M E E T I N G  R O O M .
‘ T h e  h e a d q u a rte r s  o f  c h a n g e  r in g in g  a r e  in  a  lo n g  r a th e r  low  

ro o m  o n  th e  f irs t  floor o f th e  K in g ’s  H e a d  in  W in c h e ste r  S t r e e t  in  
th e  b o ro u g h  o f S o u th w a rk . R e c o rd s  o f  d is tin g u ish e d  p e a ls  in  fra m e s  
o f  a l l so rts  a n d  v a rio u s  s izes  ad o rn  th e  w a lls , a n d  a n  iro n  s a fe  is 
fixed  in  a  co rn er. H e r e  th e  b u sin ess o f  th e  v e n e ra b le  S o c ie ty  is  
tr a n s a c te d , h e re  it s  rec o rd s  a n d  p r o p e r ty  a r e  k e p t, a n d  h e re  is  p r e 
se n tly  to  b e  h e ld  a  m e e tin g  a t  w h ic h  i t  w ill b e  o u r h ig h  p r iv i le g e  to  
a ssist. A  la r g e  th ic k ly  b o u n d  b o o k  w ith  s tr o n g  b ra z e n  clasp s, a n d  a

?e n e ra l a p p e a ra n c e  o f  h a v in g  b een  m a d e  to  s ta n d  c o n sta n t re fe re n c e  
or m a n y  y e a r s  lie s  on  th e  ta b le . T h is  is  th e  secon d v o lu m e  o f  th e  

p e a l book a n d  w a s  p re se n te d  to  th e  S o c ie ty  b y  an  e n th u s ia s tic  a m a te u r . 
H e r e  a r e  e n te r e d  a ll th e  p e a ls  r u n g  b y  th e  m em b ers in  re c o rd s  w r itte n  
b y  p ro fe ssio n a l h an d s, in  a  m o st o rn a te  s ty le  a n d  in  v a r io u s  b r ig h t  
colours. T h e r e  a r e  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  fe w  e n trie s  in  th e  b o o k  as  y e t ,  fo r  
i t  h a s  b u t  r e c e n tly  com m enced . B y  th e  t im e  w e  h a v e  tu r n e d  o ver 
its  p a g e s  a  su ffic ien t m u s te r  o f  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  h a s  com e to g e th e r , 
a n d  a n  a d jo u rn m e n t is  m a d e  to  t h e  ch u r c h .’

A f t e r  a  lo n g  a c co u n t o f t h e  r in g in g  th e  w r ite r  r e tu rn s  to  th e  K in g ’s 
H e a d .

* T h e  firs t  th in g  t h a t  s tr ik e s  th e  v is ito r  o n  o p e n in g  th e  d o or is  t h a t  
th e  A n c ie n t C o lle g e  Y o u th s  a r e  go od  a n d  s te a d y  sm ok ers. T h e  sm ok e 
is so d en se  t h a t  fo r  so m e  tim e  i t  is  d iffic u lt to  m a k e  o u t  th e  su rro u n d 
in g  o b je c ts ;  t h e  o n ly  w a y  to  a v o id  in co n v en ien ce  is  to  l ig h t  u p  
o n ese lf, w h ich , a c c o rd in g ly , e v e ry  n e w c o m e r does w ith o u t  lo ss  o f  tim e .

1 O n lo o k in g  dow n  th e  ta b le  a n d  dow n  th e  room , i t  becom es e v id e n t 
t h a t  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  p re s e n t a re  o f  th e  w o rk in g  class. 
O u r in tro d u c e r  is  a  C a m b r id g e  g r a d u a te  an d  d e stin e d  fo r  th e  C h u rch , 
so i t  w ill b e  seen  t h a t  th e  com position  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  is  v e r y  ca th o lic . 
I t  b ecom es soon p le a s a n tly  a p p a r e n t t h a t  ch a n g e  r in g in g  is  b y  no 
m ea n s m e re ly  a n  excu se fo r  b e e r. T h e r e  is  a n  e x c e lle n t r u le  s tr ic t ly  
en fo rce d  t j j a t  no  re fre sh m e n ts  a r e  a llo w e d  in  th e  b e l f r y ; a n d  m o d e ra 
tio n  is  c le a r ly  th e  cu stom  in  th e  clu b-room .

‘ T h e  iro n  s a fe  is  o p en ed  a n d  th e  p r o p e r ty  a n d  a r c h iv e s  o f  th e  
co m p a n y  a r e  d is p la y e d  o n  th e  ta b le  b e fo re  th e  m a ste r , w h o  fills  th e  
ch a ir . W e  a r e  sh ow n  a  cu rio u s o ld  s ilv e r  b e ll, fix ed  o n  a  silver- 
m ou n ted  sta ff, w h ic h t in  o ld  d a y s  w a s  c a rr ie d  b e fo re  th e  m em b ers o f 
th e  S o c ie ty  w h e n  th e y  w e n t o n  th e  5 th  o f N o v e m b e r a s  w a s  th e ir  
a n n u a l cu stom  to  S t .  M a ry -le-B o w  to  a tte n d  D iv in e  S e rv ic e . T h is  is 
lo o k ed  on as  th e  p a lla d iu m  o f th e  S o c ie ty . T h e  co m p a n y  also  b o a st 
a n  o ld -fa sh io n e d  tw o -h a n d le d  cu p  w on  in  fa ir  f ig h t as  its  in scrip tio n  
record s

D I C K E N S  A N D  T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
‘ A m o n g  th e  a rc h iv e s  a r e  th e  n am e-b o o k  w h ich  c o n ta in s  th e  n am es 

o f  th e  m em b ers  fro m  t h e  r e m o te st t im e ;  th e  p e a l b o o k  to  w h ich  
a llu s io n  h as been  m a d e  co n ta in s  th e ir  p erfo rm a n ces.

‘ A  su g g e stio n  t h a t  th e  so c ie ty  m a y  lik e  to  h e a r  a  to u c h  on th e  
h a n d b ells  b e in g  re c e iv e d  w ith  g r e a t  fa v o u r  th e  lia ijd b e lls  a r e  p ro 
d u ced , a n d  h a lf  a  d o zen  C o lle g e  Y o u tb s  ta k in g  e a c h  tw o  b e lls , an d  
d ra w in g  th e ir  c h a irs  in to  a  c irc le  a w a y  fro m  th e  ta b le , p la y  u p  m a n 
fu lly . I f - i t  is  d ifficu lt to  re m e m b e r a n d  e x e c u te  th e  p a r t  o n e  b e ll 
lia s  to  ta k e  in  a  p e a l, i t  m u st b e  m a d d e n in g  to  h a v e  c h a rg e  o f  tw o  
b ells . O f  cou rse, th e  ab sen ce o f  th e  m e ch a n ica l la b o u r  is  in  fa v o u r  
o f  th e  h a n d b e ll rin ger*

‘ T h e  p recisio n  o f  th e se  r in g e rs  w a s  m a rv e llo u s. W e  co u ld  n o t h a v e  
su p p o sed  i t  p ossib le  t h a t  su ch  s w e e t so u nd s an d  such  m u sica l com - 

. b in a tio n s  cou ld  h a v e  b een  p ro d u ced  b y  a  dozen  handbells', a n d  th e  
m em b ers o f  th e  so c ie ty  p re se n t, ex p e rts  b e  j t  re m a r k e d , a p p e a re d  as 
p le a se d  as  th e  ig n o ra n t v is ito rs . T h e  r in g e r s  w e r e  a l l  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  
o f  lo n g  ex p e rie n c e  a n d  v a s t  le a rn in g , b u t  w e re  n e v e rth e le ss  n o t  in 
sen sib le  to  th e  a d m ira tio n  a n d  a p p la u s e  w h ic h  g re e te d  th e  te r m in a tio n  
o f  t h e  to u c h .’

W e  c a n n o t b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  a b o y e  w a s  w r itte n  b y  C h a r le s  D ic k en s. 
I t  is  a  good , h o n est, s tr a ig h tfo r w a r d  p iece  o f  w o rk  b y  a  r e a so n a b ly  
c o m p e te n t re p o r te r , b u t  th e re  is  a b s o lu te ly  n o th in g  t o  s lio w  a m a s te r ’s 
h a n d . T h e  w r i t e a  sa w  no m ore  th a n  a  n u m b e r o f  m en  s it t in g  a t  a 
lo n g  ta b le  a n d  sm o k in g . A ll  h e  n o tic e d  w a s  t h a t  th e y  b e lo n g e d  to  
th e  w o rk in g  class. D id  he e x p e c t a  g a th e r in g  o f  a r t is ts  o r la w y e r s  in  

,  (C o n tin u e d  in  n e x t  co lum n .)

R IN G IN G  IN S O U T H  A F R I C A .
H A P P Y  R E C O L L E C T I O N S .

To th e E d itor.
D e a r  S ir ,— M r. P a t  C a n n o n ’s l e t t e r . a w a k e n s  h a p p y  m em o ries. I , 

too, 011 a r r iv in g  a t  C a p e to w n  in  1930 soon m a d e  th e  a c q u a in ta n c e  o f 
th e  V ic a r  o f  W o o d sto c k  a n d  su ch  o f h is  r in g e rs  w ho th e n  m a in ta in e d  
a  ten u o u s in te r e s t  in  th e  b e lls . A m o n g s t th e m  w a s  F . G . 'M a y ,  fo r 
m e rly  o f  B isto l, a n d  a n  o ld  v e te ra n  (w hose n a m e  I  fo r g e t) , a  su rv iv o r  
o f  th e  1904 p e a l, o f  w h ic h  th e r e  w a s  a  b o a r d  on  th e  w a ll.

A s  C a n o n  R id o u t  h a p p en ed  also  to  b e  th e n  on a  v is it  d o w n  to  C a p e 
to w n , th e re  w a s  a  f lu t te r  a t  th e  p ro s p e c t o f a t  la s t  bringin g- o ff  a  
to u ch  o f G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s . I n  th is , h o w ever, w e  w e r e  s a d ly  d is 
a p p o in te d . fo r  I  th in k  w e  o n ly  r a n g  a p la in  cou rse, a n d  t h a t  w ith  
m u ch  d iffic u lty . T h o u g h  I  h a d  r u n g  ‘ P a u l ’s ’ te n o r  o fte n  a n d  in  
c o m fo rt, t h a t  o f  W o o d sto c k  soon b e a t  m e, a n d  w h e n  I  s h ifte d  to  th e  
o th e r  e n d  th e  tr e b le  w a n te d  a s  m u ch  co a x in g  a s  a  h a l f  brolcen-in  co lt. 
I t  w a s  m id -D ecem b er a n d  v e r y  h o t. >

O n e o f  th e  a s p ira n ts  w a s  in  a n  e n g in e e rin g  w o rk sh o p  a n d  o ffered  
to  o v e rh a u l th e  b e a rin g s, a n d  a  fo r tn ig h t  o r  so l a t e r , , on  C h ris tm a s  
m orn in g, w e  w e re  a b le  to  r in g ,  th e  e ig h t  to  som e f a i r  ‘ s to n e y ,’ and  
I  w a s  v e r y  p lea sed .

T h re e  m on th s la te r  a t  D u rb a n  I  v is ite d  th e  to w e rs  o f G r e y v ille  a n d  
th e  C a th e d r a l (th e re  a r e  th ree  ‘  r in g s  ’ in  S o u th  A fr ic a ) ,  b u t 'h a d n ’ t 
tim e  to  r in g  a t  e ith e r  o r  fo r  m ore th a n  a  p le a s a n t  c h a t.

O n a g a in  v is it in g  D u rb a n  tw o  y e a r s  ag o , th e  h e a d  r in g e r  a t  th e  
C a th e d ra l to ld  m e  t h a t  th e y  h a d  th e  o n ly  r e a l b a n d  in  S o u th  A fr ic a . 
T h e y  r a n g  e v e r y  S u n d a y  e v e n in g  th ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r , th e  m orn in g  
h e a t  b e in g  too  m uch fo r  th e m ! A n d  t h a t  e v e n in g  I  h a d  th e  p le a su re  
o f lis te n in g  to  som e p a r t ic u la r ly  w e ll s tr u c k  ca ll-c lia n g es , th e  w a k in g  
s ta r s  o f a  tr o p ic a l s k y  tw in k lin g  a p p ro v a l. E . A L E X . Y O U N G .

B r o m le y . ---------- r—
O U T P O S T S  O F  T H E  E X E R C I S E .

D e a r  S ir ,— F o r  th e  in fo rm a tio n  o f S ig n a lm a n  A . P .  C a n n o n  a n d  
o th e r  m em b ers o f  th e  N .U .T .S .  w h o  m a y  h a v e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  v is it  
th em , th e r e  a r e  to  m y  k n o w le d g e  th r e e  p e a ls  o f b e lls  in  S o u th  A fr ic a , 
S t .  M a r y ’s, W o o d sto c k , S t .  M a r y ’s, G r e y v ille , a n d  S t . P a u l ’s, D u rb a n .

S t . M a r y ’s, G r e y v ille , a  s u b u rb  o f  D u rb a n , h a s  a  p e a l o f  te n  b e lls  
(ten o r 18 cw t. 25 Jb.) I  sp e n t a  v e r y  p le a s a n t S u n d a y  th e r e  in  A u g u s t, 
1930f c o n d u c tin g  a  120 o f  G ra n d s ir e  D o u b le s  on th e  b a c k  s ix  fo r  m prn- 
in g  serv ice . I  d on ’t  re m e m b e r th e  n am es o f  th e  b a n d  e x c e p t M r. 
C la rk so n , th e  h e a d  r in g e r , w h o  k in d ly  e n te r ta in e d  m e t h a t  d a y  a n d  
th e  p re v io u s  d a y  w h en  I  firs t  m a d e  c o n ta c t  -with h im .

O n a n  e a r lie r  v is it  to  D u rb a n  in  1929 I  r a n g  a t  S t . P a u l ’s, w h e re  a 
y o u n g  b a n d  w ere  r in g in g  c a ll  ch a n g e s  o n  a  h a n d y  p e a l o f  e ig h t.

B o th  p e a ls  o f b e lls  w e r e  in e x c e lle n t co n d ition , a lth o u g h  th e  tw o  
b a n d s  o f  r in g e rs  a p p e a re d / to  h a v e  no con n ection  w ith  on e a n o th er.

I  v is ite d  S t .  M a r y ’s, W o o d sto c k , in  1931, b u t  w a s  u n a b le  to  a r r a n g e  
a n y  r in g in g  o w in g  to  th e  sh ortn ess  o f m y  s ta y  a t  C a p e to w n .

I  h a v e  a lso  v is ite d  M elb o u rn e , S y d n e y  a n d  B a l la r a t  in  A u s tr a lia , 
H o b a rt , T a s m a n ia , an d  C h ris tc h u rc h , N e w  Z e a la n d , b e tw e e n  1929 and 
1934. A t  a l l th ese  o u tp o sts  o f th e  E x e rc ise  I  w a s m a d e  v e r y  w elcom e 
b y  th e  lo c a l r in g e rs , J f  a n y  o f  th e m  s t il l  t a k e  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld  ’ 
I "  send th e m  g re e tin g s  a n d  th a n k s  fo r  th e  p le a s a n t h ou rs I  sp e n t in 
th e ir  co m p a n y .

A n y  r in g e r  w h o  h a s  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  v is it in g  th e se  d is ta n t  ce n tre s  
o f o u r  a r t  sh o u ld  n o t n e g le c t  to  d o  so. I t  is  a n  ex p erien ce  n o t to  b e  
fo rg o tte n

S o  ‘ go od  lu c k  ’ to  th o se  w ho ca n  b e a t  th e  b a n  an d  r in g  in  o th e r  
co n tin en ts. , _ F . H . C R A W L E Y .

51, L a b u rn u m  C rescen t, B a rro w -in -F u rn ess .

• A N O T H E R  E N G L I S H  R I N G E R  I N  S O U T H  A F R I C A .
D e a r  S ir ,— W h ile  on sh ore  le a v e  a b ro a d , I  w a s  fo r tu n a te  en o u g h  to  

r in g  on a  l ig h t  p e a l o f  e ig h t  a t  W o o d sto c k , S o u th  A fr ic a , 600 G r a n d 
sire  D o u b les. T h e  r in g e rs  w e re  : J .  R ile y  1 , V .  M e v e r  2, A . C o llin s  3,
F . H op g o o d  4, J . G . W o o d  5, H . M e y e r  te n o r . A  q u a rte r-p e a l w a s  
a r r a n g e d  fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  S u n d a y  e v e n in g  se rv ice , b u t  as  th e  co n voy  
sa ile d  th e  sam e m o rn in g , th is  w a s  im p o ssib le . I  w o u ld  b e  g la d  to  h e a r  
fro m  a n y  o f  m y  fe llo w -rin g e rs . F R A N K  H O P G O O D .

W im b led o n . ,

T H E  K IN G 'S  H E A D —C o n tin u e d  fr o m  p r e v io u s  c o lu m n . 
W in chester1 S t r e e t ,  S o u th w a r k ?  C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  s u r e ly  w o u ld  h a v e  
seen  in d iv id u a ls— D w ig h t , th e  b la c k sm ith , a n d  M a tt . W o o d , th e  
w e a v e r, T e d  L a n sd e ll fr o m  th e  H o p  M a r k e t , a n d  M a sh , w h o m , a s  th e  
s te e p le k e e p e r  o f  th e  to w e r  w h e n c e  h e  h a d  com e, h e  tn u s t h a v e  sp o k en  
to . H e  w o u ld  h a v e  to ld  u s w h a t  th e se  m en  s a id  a n d  w h a t  th e y  w e re . 
H e  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  g o n e  on  as th e  w r ite r  d id  t o  fill u p  h is  p a g e s  w ith  
a  lo n g  acco u n t o f  w h a t  th e  so cie ty  h a d  d o n e  in  th e  p a s t, o r  r a th e r  
w h a t  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  to ld  h im  t h e y  h a d  d one. W e  do n o t  q u ite  
see  C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  w r it in g  o f  h is  p e rso n a l v is it  to  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  
a n d  fil lin g  u p  h is  sp a ce  b y  tr a n s c r ib in g  th e  a c c o u n t fro m  th e  so c ie ty ’s 
r u le  book.

A t  t h e  beginnings o f  th e  y e a r  1869 D ic k e n s  w a s  e n g a g e d  on  a  le c tu re  
to u r  th ro u g h o u t E n g la n d . H e  w a s  in  fa i l in g  h e a lth , a n d  in  F e b r u a r y  
lie  h a d  a  serio u s b re a k d o w n . H e  d ied  on  J u n e  9th , 1870. H is  la s t  
c o n trib u tio n  to  ‘ A l l  th e  Y e a r  R o u n d  ’ w a s  on J u n e  5 th , 1869. I t  m a y  
b e  p ossib le  w h e n  th e  so u rces o f  in fo rm a tio n  a r e  o n ce  m ore  open  to  
s e t t le  th e  m a tte r  d e fin ite ly , b u t  w e  f e a r  t h a t  th e  t a le  a b o u t C h a r le s  
D ic k e n s ’ vTsit to  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  m u st b e  in c lu d e d  a m o n g  th e  
m a n y  b a se less  fa b le s  w h ic h  a r e  so com m on  in  th e  « to ry  o f  th e  E xerc ise .
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T H E  S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S
THE CAMBRIDGE GROUP.

All the places  ̂in Cambridge are made next the treble’s 
path, and consequently the bells above the treble keep the 
same coursing order among themselves; and the bells 
below the treble keep the same coursing order among 
themselves.. Above the treble the bells are in the natural 
coursing order of the' course, but as they pass the treble 
they do $0 alternately, one running through and the next 
place making; and this alternate quick and slow gives 
an entirely different coursing order below the treble. 
When the bells hunt up they pass the treble in the oppo
site way from that they passed it going down. Those 
that went down quick go up slow; and those that went 
down slow go up quick. x By this means the natural 
coursing order is regained.

It is quite similar to what happens in Stedman, only 
there it takes a whole course, but in Cambridge only a 
lead.

But while the natural coursing order is regained within 
the lead there is this difference that the treble is in a dif
ferent position. That must happen in every method with 
a treble and working bells, and is caused by one or more 
shunts^(or Q sets) which may or may not include the whole 
of the work. In -Cambridge it is caused by the places 
made next the treble when it leads or lies full. These 
are the constructional places of Double Bob and Cam
bridge is based ultimately on Double Bob.

In the group of methods we are now considering we must 
take the positions of the constructional places as being 
definitely fixed on all numbers. Seconds is always made 
when the treble leads full, and when the treble lies full, 
the place immediately next it is always made. W e have 
to consider what variations are implied in the nature of 
the work represented by the other places.

The first thing to notice is that in Cambridge all the 
work above the treble forms a 'complete unit in itself, 
and all the work below the treble forms another complete 
unit in itself. By this we mean that if above the treble 
the bells hunted ordinary Treble Bob fashion instead of 
in the Cambridge fashion (as explained last week), we 
should still get the same lead-end. W e should have re
petition of changes, but the ultimate effect on the cours
ing order would be the same. The work above the treble, 
taken as a whole, has a similar effect to the 3-4 places in 
Kent, and the same is true of the work below the treble, 
taken as a whole.

The arrangement of the places below the treble in 
Cambridge is very symmetrical. All are at backstroke, 
and they consist of alternately two made at the middle 
change of a section and one at a cross-section. The ar
rangement is as follows: ists and 2nds; 3rds; ists and 
4ths; Sths; ists and 6ths ; 7ths; ists and 8ths;9ths; ists 
and loths. And so on in a regular progression, the ex
tent of which is limited by the number of sections avail
able on any particular number of bells. At the half-lead- 
end the process is reversed. The arrangement of the 
places may be said to be triangular in form and to fit into 
the triangle formed by the path of the treble and the half- 
lead-end.

In Cambridge the places form a triangle which fills up 
the full available space in any number of bells, but we 
can easily find by experiment that, so far as the ultimate

effect on the coursing order is concerned, the size of the 
triangle does not matter so long as its base is the half- 
lead-end.

On ten bells, for instance, we can have three alterna
tives. One is the arrangement of Cambridge Royal; the 
other two are as follows, one in which the triangle is the 
same size as that in Cambridge, Major, and the other in 
which it is the same size as that in Cambridge Minor.

2614385079 2614385079
6241830597 6241830597
2614803957 2614803957
6241089375 6241089375

6420183957 6420183957
4602819375 4602819375
4620189735 6420189735
6402817953 _. 4602817953

4608271935 4068271935
6480729153 0486729153
6840271935 0468271935
8604729153 4086729153

6840792513 0487692513
8604975231 4078965231
8069472513 . 4708692513
0896745231 7480965231

8069472531 4708692531
On six bells there is only one possible arrangement; 

on eight there are two;. on ten there are three; and the 
number increases in a regular progression as the number 
of the bells increases.

The arrangement of the places above the treble is very 
similar. Again we have a triangular form, the triangle 
in the first half-lead' being based on the lead-head, and the 
triangle in the second half-lead being based on the lead- 
end. The triangles expand in a regular progression in 
size, and number according to the space provided by the 
increasing number of bells. In form they are similar to 
those below the treble, except that places are never made 
together in the two hindmost positions.

When we have set down the full number of these 
triangles possible on any number of bells, both below and 
above the treble, we can work out the combinations of 
them, and that will give us a group of .closely related 
methods; which, by reason of their peculiar construction, 
have a capacity for 'true extension not possessed in simi
lar degree by any other than the simpler methods such as 
Plain Bob, Oxford, Kent, Grandsire and Stedman.

But not all of these methods are, as they stand, of any 
practical use, for unless the triangles are large enough to 
cover between them all the sections there will be repeti
tion of rows. This could be remedied by the use of Kent 
places. _

Of thfe four possible variations on eight bells, two in 
addition to Cambridge are good methods. One of them 
is Yorkshire, which has the Cambridge Major triangle 
above the treble and the Cambridge Minor triangle below 
the treble. The other is Pudsey,, which has the Cam
bridge Minor triangle above the treble and the Cambridge 
Major below the treble. The fourth method has the Cam
bridge Minor triangle both above and- beftnv the treble. 
As it stands it contains repetition of rows.
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N O T IC E S .
ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—

The next meeting will be held on Saturday, August 30th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA
TIO N .— Northern Branch.— Meeting for practice at 
Chaddesley Corbett (D .V.) on Saturday, August 30th 
(not August 23rd). Eight bells available for silent prac
tice 3 p.m. Tea 5.15 p.m. Handbells and usual even
ing arrangements at the Swan (Tim’s).— B. C. Ashford, 
Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern District.—  
The next meeting will be held at Selby Abbey on Satur
day, August 30th. Handbells and ringing on the back 
eight tower bells (silent). The Vicar, Canon Solloway, 
will conduct those present round the Abbey at 2.30 p.-m. 
Service at 4 o ’clock. Tea can be obtained at Olde Cross 
Cafe, near Abbey. Business meeting at 6 o’clock, at 
which all outstanding annual subscriptions should be 
paid.— H. S. Morley, Hon. Sec., 5, Ebor Street, Selby.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. —  The 
next meeting will be held in the Church Hall, Barnby 
Don, on Saturday, Aug. 30th, at 3 p.m. Handbells 
will be available. Buses start from 'Christ Church, Don
caster.— Ernest Cooper, Hon. Sec., 6, Grosvenor Cres
cent, Arksey, Doncaster.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Bolton and Man
chester Branches.— A joint meeting will be held at "St. 
Mary’s, Prestwick, on Saturday, Aug. 30th, to start at
3.30 p.m. Bells (silent). Tea can be obtained at the 
Co-op Cafe until 6 p.m. There are still many 1939-40 
annual reports on hand.— Peter Crook and Joseph H. 
Ridyard, Branch Secs.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Sonning Deanery 
Branch. —  A meeting wil^be held at Crowthorne on 
Saturday, Aug. 30th. Service in Parish Church at 3.45 
p.m., followed by handbell ringing at the Vicarage.—  
W . J. Paice, Hon. Sec., Merrel, California, Wokingnam, 
Berks.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held on Saturday, Aug. 30th, at East 
Ardsley. Handbells from 3 p.m. 'Pea for drinking will 
be provided. Members are requested to bring their own 
food. Business meeting in the Schools.— H. Lofthouse, 
Hon. Sec., 8, Wortley Road, Leeds 12.

M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION— Leicester 
District.— A meeting will be held at Countefthorpe on 
Aug. 30th. Ringing (silent) at about 3 p.m. (Six bells). 
— H. W . Perkins, Hon. Sec.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— A meeting 
will be held in the belfry of Southover, Lewes, on Satur
day, Sept. 6th. Tower open 3 p.nf. Six tower bells" 
available for silent ringing.— S. E. Armstrong, Hon. 
Div. Sec.

OXFO RD DIOCESAN GUILD. —  North Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Newport 
Pagnell ori Saturday, Sept. 6th. Handbells 3 p.m. Ser
vice 3.30. Tea and meeting in Church House. Those 
requiring tea please notify me by Aug. 30th. All ringers 
welcome.— R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., _ 19, Greeenfield 
Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —  Tonbridge Dis
trict.— A meeting will be held at Sevenoaks on Saturday, 
Sept. 6th. Service at 4 p.m. Tea if possible is being 
arranged. Will all members attending please let Miss
D. Colgate, 38, Buckhurst Avenue, Sevenoaks, know' not 
later than Tuesday, September 2nd. Subscriptions can 
be paid at this meeting.— T. Saunders, Peckham Bush, 
Paddock Wood.

BATH AND W ELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
— Chew Deanery Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be 
held at Yatton on Saturday, Sept. 6th. Bells (with silent 
apparatus) available 3 o’clock. Divine service 4-30 p.m. 
Tea and business meeting 5 o ’clock. Tea for those who 
notify Mr. L. Pullin, High Street, Yatton, By Thursday, 
Sept. 4th.— Percy G. Yeo, Hon. Sec., Long Ashton.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— The deferred an
nual general meeting will be held at Cambridge, Sat., 
Sept. 6th. Ringing on Seage apparatus at Great St. 
Mary’s from 3 p.m. Please come, if possible, to elect a 
general secretary. I am unable to carry on.— K. Willers, 
Sweetbriars, Trumpington, Cambridge.

W IN C H ESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN  
GUILD.— The annual general meeting will be held at 
Winchester on Saturday, September 6th. Central com
mittee meet at 2 p.m. General meeting 3 p.m., followed 
by tea (all at Dumper’s Restaurant, High Street). Ser
vice in Cathedral 5.15, followed by handbell ringing. 
Will those requiring tea please inform me by Wednes
day, 3rd? All ringers welcome.— F. W . Rogers, Hon. 
Gen. Sec., 183, Chatsworth Avenue, Cosham, Hants.

SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAF
FORD.— Next meeting will be held at Codsall, 6n Satur- 
ckiy, September 13th. Meet in the belfry at 3 o’clock for 
nandbell practice. Service in church at 4.45, with address 
by the Vicar. Cups of tea will be provided in the Parish 
Hall at 5.30. Bring your own victuals and sugar. Buses 
leave Queen Square, Wolverhajnpton, at 2 p.m. and 
every 20 minutes.— H. Knight. • •

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTH S. 
— The annual general meeting will be held on September 
13th at 4 p.m. in the Vestry Hall at St. Martin-in-the- 
Fields. No provision for tea is being made this year. It 
is hoped as many members as possible will attend, as the 
new Vicar has promised to be present. Handbells will 
be available after completion of business.— G. W . Steere, 
Hon. Sec.

FOR SALE.— 800 copies ‘ Ringing W orld,' 1921 to 
1940. What offers?— Box X ., ‘ Ringing World ’ Office, 
Woking.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER QLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FO R  N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S , R EP A IR S  
O R  R E P A IN TIN G  O F  D IA LS . «  ■



430 THE RINGING W O R LD . August 29th, 1941.

The Central Council Publications
T O  B E  ^ O B T A I N E D  P O S T -  F R E E ;  

f r o m  th e  
R w r. E . S . P O W E L L ,  S t a v e r t o n  V io a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

». d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BelJ Trsfale

Dominated Methods) ..........................  .** ... ................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain B ob and

Doable Oxford B o b ) .................................................. ................... 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the a  bore collection*
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................  1 0
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S.P .A .B ......................  ... 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  TH E CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ........... ................................................................................. I t
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandaire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ................... 2
Double Norwich and Oambridfe Coqrt 3

_______ • Bristol Surprise M ajor ...............................  ... 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
VARIATIO N  AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AN D MINOR METHODS (New

id i t i o n ) ' ................................................................................................  2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT,’ la. lO d.; ninth edition ; 150 pages; tarssts Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2b. lO d.• second edition; 801 pages, commencing on 
fire balls, complete with the Thompson Chart*, etc.

' STAN D ARD  M ETHODS,’ ninth edition, 2a. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2a. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full inatructiona for  ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touehea and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lO d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘  SURPRISE M ETHODS,’ 2a. lOd. A  book by the late R bt. 0 . D . P. 

Da rise, M .A., F R A .S .  Contains a tabulated fiat o f peals, 10 
126 pages.

A ll post free, on Moeipt o f postal order, from 
M iss M A R G A R E T  E, SN O W D O N  
Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

P U B L IC A T IO N S '
i GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AN D TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6|d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7ld . each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Costaiaing fu ll and complete instruction from  the first handling 
at a  ball to the ringing and conducting o f peals o f Graadeire, 
Stedman, Plain B ob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f  Compositions included.
P ries:—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, doth , 120pp., 279 
(V cppt is for  1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper eorers, 84pp., 

1 / 2  (6 <»pi«s for 6 /-).
O M a ln sM a  o n iv  p o st fpee fr o m  R sv .' I ,  S . POWELL, 

v is s s s ito , m s f  P ava n try ,

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLR0PE81
N 0 T H  FOR EASY HANDLINC
E st. 1 8 2 0  » ■ — — ■

NON STRETCHING  

Tel. 8 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) L td .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O roar y o u r Bell Ropee n ow , b e fo re  prioea in orease , 
p re -w a r  q u ality , and send us yo u r o ld  Bell Ropee  

fo r  re p a irs  w hllyt n o t in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN Q IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL DRSTAKD D w f i i r o ) in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin  2Jin, 81i*. 3iin. 4in. 4iin. 51n. 6Hn 
Price 1 8 /0  2 8 /8  * 8 / 8  3 3 / 8  * 8 / -  5 8 /8  8 7 /0  T t W  

The 6in. size is also m lds to hold 69 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician

Telephone 876 W O K I N G

S M I T H  o f  D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of^many famouai (clocks, in
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John Sm ith  & S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 

Derby, Ltd.
H ead Offloe and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. D E R B Y  4 S S 8 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimate* and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the W oodhridfe Press, Ltd.,
i  by the Reds House P a b U n c  0s ., Ltd., !fo rd , a n d  P u b lish e d  

Buil<ta*i, Londoe, > .6 .4 .


