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Telephone:

Thornton Heath 1220, 1221 and 2533

THE 18} TON RINGING BELL, 
the Bourdon of the Carillon of 64 Bells, about to be installed at 

R i v e r s i d e  C h o r c h ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  U.S.A.

A N O TH ER TW ELVE-BELL TO W E R .
I The year which is just closing: has been one of great 
. activity in bell restoration and augmentation, and it is a 
; striking testimony to the work which has been done by 
i the bellfounders that, within a few days of Christmas,
[ one firm alone had in hand the completion of no fewer 

than ten important contracts. Not the least interesting 
of the augmentations which have been carried out is that 

I which has resulted in giving the county of Berkshire its 
| first ring of twelve bells, the consummation of the scheme 

being witnessed last Friday, when the service of dedica
tion took place at St. Laurence’ s, Reading. This is the 
second ring of twelve to be brought into existence this 
year— the other being at W alsall— and it will be wel
comed because it establishes another twelve-bell tower in 
a part of the country where, hitherto, opportunities for 
twelve-bell practice have been lacking, and, what is more, 
in a centre where there is every chance of real use being 
made of the facilities. There are to-day forty-seven peals 
of twelve in the British Isles, hung for ringing, but we 
doubt whether in much more than half the towers is 
twelve-bell ringing regularly practised. From time to 
time, doubtless, twelve-bell ringing takes place in all of 
them, but there are many where it is only occasionally 

"heard.
The growth in the number of twelve-bell rings has been 

really remarkable since the war. In the last eleven years 
there have been as many rings added as there were in the 
previous fifty years. A century ago there were just four
teen peals of twelve, in 1878 they had grown to 25, and 
now there are 47. York Minster was the first to possess 
twelve bells, the augmentation being made in 1681, but 
there was a considerable interval afterwards, when there 
were only ten bells there, and the famous church of St. 
Bride, Fleet Street, can claim the largest unbroken his
tory for a twelve-bell peal, the trebles being added to the 
then existing ten in 1719 . At one time the practice of 
change ringing on twelve bells was confined to the privi
leged few, and except perhaps in London, Birmingham 
and Norwich, there were no twelve-bell companies that 
lasted for any length of time, until the latter half of the 
nineteenth century. To-day, o f course, the position is 
much different, and twelve-bell companies can be found 
in many places, but, what is more, the number of com
petent twelve-bell ringers has vastly increased, tITanks to 
the additional facilities for practice which are now en
joyed. There is every reason to hope that Reading will 
provide an active centre, where twelve-bell ringing will 
be encouraged on an ample scale. The Berkshire twelve- 
bell scheme was launched as a venture of fa ith ; it has 

(Continued on page 818.)
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Telephone : Telegraphic A d d re**  t 
8 M B T H W IC K , No. 1 8 .  ‘ B B L L S , SMETHWICK-'

# v U  

T  Belirounders *
SM F.THW ICK, BIRM INGHAM .

BELLS
F O R  A L L  P U R P O S E S

RINGS OF BELLS, Any Number

R E C A S T I N G  A N D  R E H A N G I N G  O F  
E X I S T I N G  R IN G S ..

A lso A U G M E N T A T I O N S ,

I R O N .  S T E E L  O R  W O O D  F R A M E S ,  
A N D  S T O C K S ,

R O L L E R  B E A R I N G S ,

C H I M I N G  A P P A R A T U S ,

E L L A C O M B E  C H I M I N G  H A M M E R S ,  
E t c . ,  E t c .

C H IM ES FOR C LO C K S,
S E L L  R O P E S  A N D  A C C E S S O R I E S .

E n qu iries  R e s p e c t fu l ly  S o lic ite d .

ESTABLISHED 176

JOHN NICOLL.
Church Bell Rone and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
6 4 ,  LEW ISHAM  P A R K , L O N D O N ,  S .E .1 3

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

M aker to S t .  P a u l ’s C athedra l ,  W estm inster  A bb ey,  Im peria l  Inst i
tute, C an terb u ry ,  Ed inburgh ,  S t .  A lbans, L incoln , D u rh am , P e te r 
borough, M elbourne (A u stra l ia ) ,  Rochester , D ublin ,  S t .  P a t r i c k ’s, 

Mancheater, D u rb an ,  and W orcester  C athedra ls , etc., etc.

.•vIufRftrs, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

been carried through in a spirit of enthusiasm, and we 
look forward to it being the means of adding to the goodl v 
army of efficient twelve-bell ringers that is now to be 
found up and down the country.

E IG H T BELL PEALS.
TIPTO N , ST A FF O R D SH IR E .

T H E  W O R C E S T E R S H I R E  A N D  D I S T R I C T S  A S S O C I A T IO N .  
( N o r t h e r n  B r a n c h . )

On Satutday, December 14,1929, in Three Hours,
A t  t h r  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r t i n ,

A PEAL OF 8UPERLATIVE SU R P R ISE  MAJO R. 5056 C H A N C E S ;  
T e n o r  1 2  c w t .  2 5  lb .

• J o s e p h  H . C o x ....................... Treble
C l i f f o r d  S k i d m o r e .............. 2
R o b e r t  M a t t h e w s .............. 3
F r a n k  E .  P r r v i n  '.............  4

C o m p o s e d  b y  H . D a i n s .

W i l l i a m  S h o r t  . . .
H e c t o r  G .  B i r d . . .
S a m u e l  G r o v e  . . .
T h o m a s  H e m m in g  

Conducted b y R .  M a t t h e w s .

. . .  5 ... 6 

. . .  7
...Tenor

*  F irst peal in a Surprise method. The 100th peal by C. Skidmore 
and the 50th peal by H. G. B ird  for this association.

SH ARO W , Y O R K S.
C L E V E L A N D  AN D  N O RTH  Y O R K S H IR E  ASSO CIATIO N .

On Saturday, December 14, 1929, in Three Hours,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n ,

A  P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R ,  5056 C H A N G E S l  
Tenor 1 6  cwt.

E d w a r d  H u d s o n  ..............Treble
W i l l i a m  B r o a d l r y  .............. 2
T h o m a s  M e t c a l f e  .............. 3
J o h n  H a r r i s o n  ........................ 4

R o b e r t  L a n c a s t e r  .............. 5
H e r b b r t  E .  P i c k e r i n g  6
H e n r y  C l a y t o n ........................ 7
F r e d  E .  A d d i s o n  ..............Tenor

Com posed b y  J .  A .  T r o l l o p e .  Conducted b y F r e d  E .  A d d i s o n .  
First peal of Bob M ajor on the bells and first peal since 19 11 . 

Treble ringer belongs to Sliarow, 2nd to Darlington, 3rd to Middles
brough, and rest to Tadcaster.

#.

LO W ESTO FT, SU F FO L K .
T H E  N O RW ICH  D IO CESA N  A SSO CIA TIO N . .

On Saturday, December 14, 1929, in Three Hours and Seven Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r g a r e t ,

A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A J O R ,  5024 C H A N G E S ;  
T enor 1 3 }  cwt.

S t a n l e y  C o p l i n g  ..............Treble
E d w i n  R .  G o a t e  .............. 2
J o h n  C . D i c k e n  .............. 3

• R o b e r t  S p a l d i n g  ..............  4

Com posed b y H .  H u b b a r d .

A r t h u r  G .  K i n g .......................  5
J a m e s  S p a l d i n g .............. . . .  fc
W i l l i a m  L e e  ........................ 7
C h a r l e s  F .  S a y e r  ..............Tenor

C o n d u c t e d  b y  E .  R .  G o a t b .
First peal of M ajor, and in his 80th year.

BRENTW OO D, E S S E X .
T H E  E S S E X  A S S O C I A T IO N .

On Monday, December 16. 1929, in Two Hours and Fijty-Tu.o Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  T h o m a s - t h e - M a r t y r ,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S !
T enor 20 cw t.

E r n e s t  J. B u t l e r  .............. 5
F r a n k  G .  R i n g s ........................ 6
H a r r y  T u r n k r  ........................ 7
E r n e s t  W .  F u r b a n k ..............Teno»

Conducted b y G .  R .  P y f .
*  F irst peal in the method. Rung as a birthday compliment to 

Mrs. E . J .  Butler and Mr. F . G. Ringe.

H e y w o o d ' s V a r i a t i o n .
• R o b e r t  H e a z b l  ..............Treble

G e o r g e  R .  P y e .......................  2
F r e d e r i c k  W .  R ic h a r d s o n  3 

• A l b e r t  P r y k e  ........................ 4

B e l l
M A D E  F R O M  B E S T  R U S S I A N  A N D  I T A L I A N  H E M P ,  

A L S O  I T A L I A N  A N D  D U T C H  F L A X .
K in d ly  w rite  fo r  special low prices o f  these superior  ropea. 

Sa t is fa ct io n  g u aranteed .  Estab lished  1780. P h on e  203.

DAVID M A X O N , R o p e  W o r k s ,  G r a n t h a m
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W H IT L E Y  B A Y , N O R TH U M BER LA N D .
T H E DURHAM  it N EW C A STLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION 

On Monday, December 16, 1029, in Three Hours and Four Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o p  S t .  P a d l ,

A P E A L  O F  L O N D O N  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R ,  5024 C H A N G E S ;  
T en o r 17 J  cw t.

E d w a r d  A . H e r n  .............. 5
It. A l d b r  G o f t o n  .............. 6
S t e p h e n  W . S t r a t f o r d  . . .  7
T h o m a s  T .  G o f t o n  ..............Tenor

C o n d u c t e d  b y  T h o m a s  T .  G o f t o n .

" W i l l i a m  B r o o k s  ............. treble
’ R o b e r t  S . S t r a t f o r d  . . .  2

R i c h a r d  A . G o f t o n .............  3
W i l l i a m  L .  G o f t o n  . . .  4 

Com posed by G .  L i n d o f f .
*  F irst peal of London.

C R A W L E Y , SU S SE X .
T H E  SU 8S E X  COUNTY ASSO CIATIO N.

On Thursday, December 19. 1929, in I wo Hoursand Fifty-two Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t .  J o h n - t h b - B a p t i k t ,

A P E A L  O F  C A M B R I D G E  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R ,  50S6 C H A N G E S )  
T enor 1 3 }  cw t. in F .

M i s s  F l o r r i e  W v m a n  ...Treble
G e o r g e  O l l i v e r  ............  2
R o b e r t  S w i f t  .......................  3
K e n n e t h  S n b l l i n g .............. 4

C o m p o s e d  b y  C . M i d d l e t o n .

N e l s o n  E l l i o t t .......................  5
R e g i n a l d  V . J o h n s o n  . . .  6
J a c k  M . C r i p p s .......................  7
O l i v e r  S i p p e t t s ....................... Tenor

Conducted b y  O. S i p p e t t s .
C R A Y F O R D , K EN T.

T H E  K E N T  CO U N TY ASSO CIATIO N.
On Friday, December 20, 1929, in Two Hours and Thirty-Nine Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t .  P a d l i n d s ,
A  P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

T enor 12 $  cw t .  
C h a r l e s  W. R o b e r t s  . . .  5 
T h o m a s  G r o o m b r i d g e ,  j o n ,  6 
E d w i n  B a r n e t t ,  s e n .  . . .  7
J o h n  W h e a d o n  ....................... Tenor

C o n d u c t e d  b y  E d w i n  B a r n e t t , s e n .
*  F irst peal and first attem pt (age 1 1  years). The ringers of 1 ,  2 

and 7 are three generations.

H o l t ’ s  T e n - p a r t .  
'E d w i n  A. B a r n e t t  . . .  

E d w i n  B a r n e t t ,  j d n .
H a r r y  H o v e r d .............
H e r b e r t  E . A d d s l e y

...Treblt 
... 2 
— 3 

4

SIX  BELL PEALS.
MORTON, D E R B Y S H IR E .

T H E M ID LA N D  C O U N TIES ASSO CIATIO N .
On Monday, December 16 ,1929, inTwo Hours and Thirty-Nine Minutes. 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  t h e  H o l y  C r o s s ,
A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being four 720’s of Oxford Treble Bob and three of Plain Bob. 
Tenor 4 cwt. 3 qr. 7 lb.

H o b b r t  B a i l e y  . . .  
E r n e s t  M a l l e n d e r .. .  

" B e r n a r d  P o r t e r

...Treble A r t h u r  S m i t h s o n  .............. 4

. . .  2 B e r n a r d  B a i l e y .......................  5
.............. 3 F r e d  K n o w l e s  ....................... Ttncr

Conducted by F r e d  K n o w l e s .
*  F irst peal of Minor. Treble, 4th and 5th ringers hail from 

Blackwell, 3rd from Teversall and the others belong to the local band. 
W ORTH, SU S SE X .

T H E  S U S S E X  CO U N TY ASSOCIATION.
On Wednesday, December IS, 1929, in Two Hours and Forty-Three Minutes> 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t .  N i c h o l a s ,
A  P E A L  O F  L O N D O N  S U R P R I S E  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  

Being seven 720’s. Tenor 91 cwt.
•N e l s o n  E l l i o t t  
• C b c il  N ice . . .  
O l i v e r  S ip p e t t s

. . .  4

. . .  5

...Tenor

• W a l t e r  C h a r m a n  ............. Treble
• R o b e r t  S w i f t .......................  2
• K e n n b t h  S n b l l i n g .............  3

Conducted by O. S i p p e t t s .
*  F irst peal in the method.

TH RAN D ESTO N , SU F FO L K .
T H E  SU F FO L K  G U ILD .

On Thursday. December 19, 1929, in Two Hoursand Forty-Five Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t .  M a r g a r e t ,

A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Being three 720's of Plain Bob and two 720’s each of Kent and Oxford 
Treble Bob. Tenor 10 cwt.
W i l l i a m  M d s k  ......................Treble
A l p h . e d s  J. B e r r y  .............. 2
D a v i d  W h i t i n g ........................ 3

G a r n h a m  A ,  B l a x c b l l  . . .  4
W i l l i a m  S t b g g a l l  .............. 5
W i l l i a m  f .  R d m s e y ............. Tenet

Conducted by W i l l i a m  C . R d m s e y .

BROMHAM , B E D FO R D SH IR E .
T H E  B E D FO R D SH IR E  ASSO CIATIO N .

Oh Saturday, December 21, 1929, in Three Hours and I wenty-fvc Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t .  O w e n .

A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Being 720 of Woodbine, two 720’s of Oxford and K ent Treble l!ob, 
each 720 called differently, 720 each o f Oxford Bob and P lain  Bob. 

Tenor 23 cwt.
G e o r g e  W h i t e . . .  

“ F r a n c i s  B d r n e  . . .  
F r a n k  C . T y s o e

P e r c y  C .  B o n n e t t  
H e r b e r t  L .  H a r l o w  
C h a r l e s  W . C l a r k e

Conducted by C h a h i . r s  W  C l a r k e .
*  F irst peal inside. Ringers o f 1 ,  2 and 3 are members o f the local 

company.

...Treble 

.. .  2 
3

. .  4
••• 5 
...Tenor

HANDBELL PEAL
STO CKPORT.

TH E C H E ST E R  D IO CESA N  G U ILD .
On Thursday. December 19. 1929, in Two Hours and Thirty-Four Minutes, 

A t  23, G r e e k  S t r e e t ,
A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  C A T E R S ,  R 0 7 9  C H A N G E S !

Tenor size 17  in A.
H a r o l d  J a c k s o n ........................ 1-2 I A l l b n  F .  B a i l e y  ..............  5-6
F r e d e r i c k  P a g e .......................  3-4 | A l f r p d  B a r n e s  ........................ 7-8

P e t e r  L a f l i n  ....................... 9 -10
Com posed by G a b r i e l  L i n d o f f .  Conducted b y A l l e n  F .  B a i l e y

A  GREEK DISAPPROVAL.
To the Editor.

Dear S ir ,—Apropos o f your recent leading article, a young Greek 
at my hotel was enlarging a few days ago on his objection to bells. 
The illustration on the front page o f ‘ The Ringing World ’ had 
aroused his curiosity, and coining a new Greek word for the pur
pose I  explained that it was ‘ a journal for lovers o f bells.’ A t that 
lie queried how I  could find either ‘ necessity or beauty ’ in bells, 
and proceeded to tell in quaint English how they had disturbed his 
slumbers at Locarno. He was staying at an hotel near the Church 
of Madonna del Sasso, ‘ and the monk,' he said, * belled at 5 o’clock. 
O h!’ (At this point he jumped in his seat to indicate the effect that 
it had on him.) ' And then he belled it again every half-hour till 
eight o’clock.’

As the young gentleman in question makes a practice o f coming 
to breakfast in his night attire just before 10  a.m ., one can readily 
understand that the good monk's efforts to encourage early rising did 
not secure his approval!—Yours truly, F . L L . ED W A R D S.

Montreux Club, Territet.

METHOD SPLICING
•H IN T S  ON “  S P L I C I N G ”  A N D  
RINGING M IN O R M ET H O D S,"

B y  J o h n  P .  F i d l e r ,

with an IN T R O D U C T IO N ,
‘ T H E  T H E O R Y  A N D  P R A C T IC E  OF 

SP L IC IN G ,’

dealing exhaustively with the whole subject, 
by J o s e p h  W . P a r k e r ,

A n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  M i n o r  E x t e n t s  in S ix ,  
E ig h t  a n d  T e n  M e t h o d s .

P rice  1 /3  (post free), from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD,
-----  Woking, Surrey. -----
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THE MAKING OF A BELL.
L E C T U R E  B Y  A B E L L  FO U N D ER .

A lccture on the technical side of hell founding was given by Mr. 
A. A. Hughes, of the Whitechapel Bell Foundry, before the New
comen Society for the Study of the History of Engineering and 
Technology, a t a meeting held at Prince H enry’s Room, Fleet Street, 
London, on December 18th.

In the course o f an interesting lecture Mr. Hughes pointed out 
that fundam entally the actual processes of moulding and casting have 
altered only slightly during the last six or seven centuries. The 
first step in the founding 01 a bell was to design the shape, and the 
making of this design was perhaps the most important part of the 
whole work, for the satisfactory quality of tone depended upon cor
rect shape and correct proportions of thickness at various points. 
The quality of metal, whilst of importance, was secondary to de
sign. Mr. Hughes went 011 to describe in detail the process of mould
ing, and contrasted the care necessary in this part of the work com
pared with that for commercial castings, in which it is customary to 
add a  percentage of thickness to allow for machining. In the case 
of bells there was no machining in the accepted sense of the word, 
and the founder designed his bell to produce the note required. I t  
was for this reason that such particular care was taken with the 
moulding, as the limits for correction b y the tuning machine were 
very small. The moulds of both core and cope are subjected to dry
ing at several stages iu order to reduce shrinkage to the lowest pos
sible point, and are finally given a dressing of plumbago and polished 
to produce a  clean, smooth surface on the casting, .also to prevent 
tho metal from burning into the mould and to allow of easy ‘ strip
ping ’ a fter casting.

Q U A L IT Y  AND TONE.
Bell metal, continued Mr. Hughes, was an alloy o f copper and 

fin,  and, for church bells, the mixture wfas about 76 per cent, copper 
and 23 per cent. tin. M any experiments had been made, but this 
copper and tin alloy had been proved to be the best for producing 
a clear, pure tone. The note of a bell depended upon its diameter 
at tho mouth and its thickness at tho soundbow. Two bells of the 
same size, but o f different thicknesses, would therefore have different 
notes, the thinner of the two being the lower in pitch. A peal of 
eight in the diatonic scale were calculated from the following pro
portions: Taking the tenor as 1 ,  the diam eter o f the others from 
tho 7th to tho treble would be 8-9ths, 4-5ths, J ,  2-3rds, 3-5ths, 8-15tlis, 
£, and each bell would, of course, bo cast on the same scale o f thick
ness. As, however, weights varied at the cubes of the diametfcrs, in 
tho case of bells to be hung for change ringing the weights obtained 
>n a  peal cast exactly to this natural scale, would not be satisfac
tory, and the sm aller ones would be overpowered by the larger ones. 
It was, therefore, necessary to depart by calculation from the 
natural scale and gradually to increase the weights from, generally 
speaking, tho 6th. This naturally necessitated m aking them larger, 
and, in order to retain the desired note, the thickness must be pro
portionately increased. The result was that the treble would be 
about 30 per cent, o f the weight o f the tenor instead of, according 
to tho natural form ula, 12 £ per cent.

E X A C T  T U N IN G .
Tn modern tuning, the note and harmonic tones were recorded by 

..vians of special tuning forks, registering the rate vibrations per 
second for each note. Each bell was treated on the lathe, until its 
note responded exactly to tho desired forks, and a ring of bells so 
tuned could be guaranteed to be absolutely perfect in tune. I t  
was in designing and timing that the great advance had been made. 
The first tuning machines constructed were laid down at the Glouces
ter Foundry of the renowned Rudhall fkm ily, and at the W hite
chapel Foundry about 100 years ago. From  descriptions handed 
down, these machines wrere worked by horse or donkey, and it was 
lie machine which revolved, not the bell, as on modern lathes. With 

these early machines, it. wras only possible to tune a bell in one zone,
i.e., the soundbow, and he harmonic tones were, therefore, neg

lected. Previous to these first machines, tuning wras effected by 
hand-chipping metal from the soundbow. Sometimes a bell would 
be sharpened by chipping metal from the extreme edge, the reduced 
diam eter and retention of the original soundbow thickness resulting 
in lesser amplitude, and, therefore, quicker vibration, giving the 
higher note.

It had been stated that a few of tho early English founders had 
some knowledge o f the theory of correct design. The examples 
wore mostly round in the Eastern Counties, and one could only 
assume that they might have gained a certain amount of knowledge 
by contact with the Flemish founders, or by having paid visits to 
the Continent. One o f the most renowned bells in East Anglia was 
the tenor at Lavenham , Suffolk, cast by Miles G raye, o f Colchester, 
iu 1625, and weighing about 24 cwt. This bell was almost perfectly 
correct in its tones. The curious thing, however, was that, as good 
a founder as Miles G raye was, his bells were not consistent in qual
ity, and one could, therefore, only assume that his knowledge was 
limited. Mr. Hushes said his own opinion was that these early 
founders, like their successors, believed that all bells, irrespective of 
size or scale o f thickness, could be designed on exactly the same lines.

(Continued in next column.)

S A L I S B U R Y  D IO C E S A N  GUILD.
W EST  D O RSET B R A N C H : A P P R E C IA T IO N  OF HON.

S E C R E T A R Y ’S W ORK.
The annual meeting of the W est Dorset Branch wras held at B rid

port on Satu rd ay, December 14th, about 60 ringers attending. Ser
vice was held in the Parish Church, conducted by the Rev. S. H. 
V iggars (Rector), aud an address was given by the Rev. B . J .  Lang- 
ham, Rector of Maiden Newton.

The usual meat tea followed at the Greyhound Hotel, presided 
over by the Rev. C. Carew Cox, chairman of the branch, supported 
by the Revs. B . Langham , B. Hutton, C. H . d ’Ombrain, Messrs. F . 
Bugler (Ringing M aster), W. H. B . Northover (Deputy Ringing 
M aster), and Mr. T . H ervey Beam s (hon. secretary).

At the.business meeting, the president, R inging M aster and Deputy^ 
Ringing M aster were all unanimously re-elected to office.

The unw'clcome announcement had then to be made that Mr. 
Beam s felt unable, on account of his ill-hcaltli, to carry on all the 
duties required of the secretary and treasurer. Mr. Beam s spoke on 
his own behalf, regretting his inability, but offering whatever counsel 
aud direction he could to whosoever wras appointed to succeed him.

I t  was unanimously fe lt that the branch was anxious to retain Mr. 
Beam s upon its list o f officers as long a s 1 possible, and the warm  
sym pathy of the members was expressed to him. He was, therefore, 
re-elected form ally as secretary and treasurer, and Mr. F . Brooks, 
of Bcam inster, wras appointed hon. assistant secretary, with the 
understanding th at he would shoulder all the active work.

The Chairm an then spoke of Mr. Beam s' association with the Guild 
during the twenty-three years since his coming to Bradpole, o f his- 
untiring devotion to the cause o f bells and ringing, and of his per
sistence which had resulted in the established position o f the branch 
to-day and in the existence o f change ringing over a  wide area 
where it was previously unknown. He asked Mr. Beam s to accept 
the gratitude o f the branch, which owed all its progress to Mr. 
Beam s.

On behalf o f the members, the Chairm an then presented to Mr. 
Beam s a fram ed address, accompanied by some useful g ifts, towards- 
which every tower affiliated to the branch had sent a subscription.

Mr. Beam s, in expressing his thanks, hoped th at the members 
would assist his successor in every way.

Bradpole, Maiden Newton, Whitchurch, N etherbury and Beamin- 
ster were chosen for the quarterly meetings, and it was resolved to 
hold a  bye-meeting at Litton Cheney.

A comprehensive vote of thanks was accorded the Rector o f B rid 
port, the preacher, the organist, and all the incumbents who had 
welcomed the Guild at their towers during the year.

A strong recommendation was passed that the Diocesan Guild 
should press for the inclusion o f a practical ringer on the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee.

The towers in the neighbourhood were available fo r ringing, and 
m any young ringers enjoyed some good practice.

T H E  M A K IN G  OF A B E L L  (continued from previous column).
I t  was, of course, now* known th at this was not the case. W ith all 
these early founders’ products, it  was noticeable th at one or two 
bells were better than others, and he (Mr. Hughes) thought there- 
was no doubt that they wTorked largely by rule-of-thumb methods. 
I t  should not be inferred, concluded Mr. Hughes, th at all the old 
rings of bells in the country should be recast. There were still 
m any old rings throughout the country which, despite technical' 
faults, were regarded Favourably, and the general effect in ringing 
was pleasing. I t  was also possible to retune m any old peals, getting 
their fundam ental notes correct and their harmonic tones as nearly 
in line as possible, with satisfactory results.

Mr. Hughes’ lecture, which was much appreciated, and followed' 
with close interest, wfas illustrated by lantern slides and models.

N O TES B Y  T H E  W A Y  (continued from page 821).
The forthcoming Minor Methods Collection contains an appendix 

which is both an opportunity and a  challenge— an opportunity for the 
Exercise to see if it has any use for a new style of peal composition 
in Minor and Doubles, and a challenge to those who think th at only 
what has always been done should still be done.

L e t us remember that ringing is an art based on a mathematical 
science, a science so exact and rigid that it makes its own rules. You- 
cannot get very fa r  from them. Its  long history and its m any de
velopments have le ft ringing substantially the same thing as when 
it started, and we need have no fear that it will ever be spoilt b y 
lawless innovations. So I  am all in favour o f experiments, and the 
more the people who make them understand the nature of ringing 
the better chance they have o f being successful.

U X B R ID G E , M ID D L E S E X .—A t St. Andrew’s Church, on Wednes
day, December 18th, a quarter-pcal of Grandsire Triples in 45 m ins.:
G. Mitchell 1 ,  P. E . Jones 2, J .  H. Lucas 3, F . G. Baldwin 4, C. 

Nicholls 5, F . Corke 6, E.*G Sw ift (first quarter-peal as conductor- 
and first attem pt). 7, T. Setter 8.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.
R U L E S  FO R  P E A L S —A T IM E OF E X P E R IM E N T .

B Y  J .  A R M IG E R  TRO LLO PE.
The recent editorial in ‘ The Ringing World * on the subject of

* Conditions for P ea ls ,’ raises a rather interesting problem. We are 
reminded that spliced ringing has become a  fa irly  common practice 
in late years, and that not only have peals been rung in several 
M ajor methods, but Triples and M ajor and Caters and R oyal have 
been rung in the same peal. And we are asked, ‘ W hat about Minor 
and D oubles?’ M ay they, too, be rung in the same peal? Well, the 
answer depends, I  suppose, largely upon how you are going to mix 
them. You m ight ring six complete 720’s of Minor, followed by six 
complete 120^s o f Doubles, and although such a  performance cannot 
be said to be covered by the accepted rules, it is hardly likely that 
anyone (save, perhaps, a few purists who are not six-bell ringers) 
would seriously object. B ut you could not call it spliced ringing 
any more than you could call a complete touch of 2,520 Bob M ajor 
followed by a complete touch of 2,520 Grandsire Triples spliced ring
ing. And there hardly seems to be any sufficient reason for ringing 
such a  peal. The essence o f spliced ringing is that two or more 
methods are employed in the same composition, and in ringing you 
pass from one to the other in the middle of the touch, and with no 
m ore- notice than you get at a  bob. I t  is one thing to start a  fresh 
method from rounds, and quite another to pick up the work for a 
new method at any odd lead-end. In proper spliced Doubles and 
Minor ringing you must have a  true 720 made up of the two. Such 
a thing is no doubt possible, but it would involve making each of the 
bells in turn a  covering tenor, a  thing which for obvious reasons is 
not to be recommended. A part from the detestable musical result, it 
would, I  think, violate the sound rule of the Exercise th at no bell 
should strike in any one position more than two consecutive blows.

One other way, perhaps, you m ight do it. You could start a  720 
of Minor, then in the middle of it switch over into Doubles, ring a 
whole or part o f a six-score and pick up your Minor again, and so by 
shifting from one to the other ring a complete 720 and a complete 
120. I t  would not be true spliced ringing, but it might be interesting 
as an experiment. B ut would it be worth while? The band that 
wants to ring it are the only people who can really answer th at ques
tion, but I  should say, seeing that the scope of real spliced Minor 
ringing is so wide, that it would not be worth while.

B u t then comes the question, W hat about the Central Council rules 
fo r  peal ringing? Cannot we settle this question by seeing what they 
say and loyally abiding by it?  I  should say that they have nothing 
to do with it at all. They were drawn up at a time when nobody 
thought of spliced ringing, and they do not contemplate these things 
in any way. True, they do not allow them, but it is not fa ir  to say 
th at they forbid them. Nor do I  think that we need worry, at 
present, about bringing our rules up to date. We are passing through 
a time of development in peal ringing, and experiments are being 
m ade. W e w an t to see what is going to come out o f them, and 
■when we know that we can rewrite our rules. We do not want to 
legalise form ally all these experiments, but we certainly do not want 
to stop them being made.

But people say, ‘ That won’ t do. I f  we have got rules we m ust keep 
them, otherwise better to do away with them altogether. And do 
we want to have a state of lawlessness in the Exercise, where every
one does ju st what he thinks good in his own eyes? ’ The answer io 
that argum ent is that you must understand what the nature and use 
o f rules in ringing are. And on this point there is a  good deal of 
misunderstanding. People think that our rules are like the rules in 
such things as cricket and football, which are necessary to the game, 
and which, if a player breaks, he is guilty of unfairness. B ut they 
are not. When the essence of a  game is competition between two 
people or two sides, you must have rules to hold the proper balance 
between them, and if one side breaks them it is guilty of unfairness. 
Fo r instance, the bowler who throws in cricket is unfair to the bats
man. B ut in ringing there is nothing of that sort. Competition 
•only enters into it as a side issue. Our rules are not restrictive. They 
are not intended to prevent people from doing things. They are 
really directions how to get the best out of ringing. They are the 
result of the experience of the Exercise during centuries, and they 
say  to ringers, ‘ Tf you want to get the best oul of ringing, do this 
and do not do th at.’ B u t ,if  a band chooses to do otherwise, they are 
•quite within their rights, and are guilty of no unfairness. I t  follows 
th a t if sufficient reason occurs any band may break any of these 
rules and be justified in doing so. Nor will these exceptions alter 
the fact th at for nearly every case the rule is good and should be 
observed. No rules should stand in the way of the legitim ate and 
natural development of ringing. The final test must be whether the 
novelty is a legitim ate and natural development. And that, 1  think, 
time alone can solve. F ifty  years ago (much less than fifty years 
ago) a representative body o f ringers would have condemned out of 
hand such things as L ittle  Methods, or spliced peals. The time was 
not ripe for them. B ut now they have fitted themselves into our 
scheme of things, and we feel they are right and proper and a gain 
to our art. Novelty ju st for novelty’s sake and things that are 
freaks are to be sternly discouraged, but if ringing is to live and 
flourish it must develop.

(Continued in previous column.)

READING S RING OF TW ELVE.
DEDICATION* AT ST . L A U R E N C E ’S, R E A D IN G .

It is rem arkable w hat results m ay be achieved when everyone 
concerned does his best, and at the same time makes its possible— 
and attractive—for others to do theirs. This is practically the 
story of the St. Laurence Twelve, w'hicli were dedicated by Bishop 
Shaw on Friday, December 20th. The m atter was only taken in 
hand at the end of Ju n e , and some time before six months had 
elapsed the money was assured. The result is also a witness to the 
fact that you can have a ring of twelve possessing beauty, body and 
balance with a tenor of under 24 cwt. Every bell is heard distinctly 
in the ringing room, and all are restrained. The * go ’ is all that 
could be desired.

Besides adding two trebles, the treble o f the old ten has been recast 
.and the whole ring tuned and hung with new fittings in a cast-iron 
and steel fram e. The work has been carried out by Messrs. Mears 
and Stainbank, whose representative in charge of the work in the 
tower was Mr. Frank Smith.

I t  was the wish of the church authorities that the ringing at tho 
dedication should be carried out by experienced twelve-bell ringers, 
so the foreman of tower, Mr. R . T. H ibbcrt, applied to Mr. H. 
Langdon, of the College Youths, who brought down for the occa
sion some of the St. Paul’ s Cathedral band, most of whom are also 
members of the Oxford Diocesan Guild, and the bells were heard 
to good advantage in a  504 of Stedm an Cinques rung at the close of 
the service. .

The original ten bells were a ring by Robert Catlin, which were 
restored in 1882, when some of the bells were recast.

TW ELVE-BELL TOWERS.
A CO M PLETE L IST .

The practice of having twelve bells, hung for ringing, iu a tower 
goes back to the earliest days of change ringing. York Minster 
possessed the first, set up in 1681, but these were recast into a peal 
of ten in 1765, and there was not twelve in the tow’er again until 
1844. I t  was at St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, that the first twelve-bell 
peal was rung, and the bells here were made twelve in 1719 . Ciren
cester followed in 1722, St. M artin’s-in-the-Fields (1726), St. 
Michael’s, Cornhill (1728), and St. Saviour’s, Southwark (1735) came 
next, but it was not until 1770 that another ring of twelve appeared 
in the provinces. In that year the twelve was completed at St. 
M ary’s, Cam bridge, but in the meantime, as mentioned above,, the 
twelve at York had disappeared. Two famous peals followed soon 
after—Birmingham in 1772 and Norwich in 1775.

It  is interesting to note that two rings o f twelve of former days 
are no longer in existence. That at Christ Church, Spitalfields, was 
destroyed by fire in 1836, and the ring of twelve at St. Peter’s, St. 
Albans, completed in 1868, was afterw ards reduced again to ten.

Here is the list of rings of twelve in G reat Brita in  and Ireland, 
with the approximate weights of the respective tenors:—

Approx. Approx.
weight, weight,

tenor. tenor,
London: ewt. cwt.

St. P au l’s ... . .......... 62 * Leicester ........... . . . '  ... 33
St. Bride’s ... . .......... 28 Lincoln ... ... ...........  24
St. M artin ’s ... . .......... 30 Liverpool ........... ...........  40
Southwark ... . .......... 50 Macclesfield ........... ...........  26
Cornhill ................. .......... 41 Newcastle ........... ...........  38
Bow ......................... .......... 53 Norwich ........... ...........  38
Shoreditch ... . .......... 29 Oldham ........... ........... 34
Cripplcgate . ... ...........  36 Oxford ........... ...........  31

Ashton-under-Lyne ............ 25 Painswick ........... ...........  26
Birm ingham  ... . .......... 37 Quex Park ........... ...........  15
Bristol ......................... .......... 5 1 Reading ........... ...........  24
11 nek fast Abbey ... . .......... 40 Saffron Walden ... ...........  24
Cambridge ................ ..........  28 Sheffield ........... ...........  40
Canterbury ... . .......... 30 Shrewsbury ... ...........  40
Chelmsford ... ............ 35 Taunton ........... ...........  30
Cheltenham ... ............ 23 Wakefield ........... ...........  3 1
Cirencester ................ ........... 28 W alsall ... ... ...........  26
Dublin ........................ ........... 45 W altham Abbey ... ...........  39
Exeter .......... ... ............ 72 West Bromwich ... ...........  23
Great Yarm outh ............ 30 Winchester ........... ...........  30
H alifax ...........  ,...........  25 Wolverhampton ... ...........  33
High Wycombe ... ............  31 Worcester ........... ...........  50
Ipswich ........... ...........  32 York ................... ...........  60
Leeds ........... ...........  36 4

O VER, C A M BS.—On Monday, November 18th, a 720 P lain  Bob : 
Mansfield Ginn (first 720 on tower bells) 1 ,  D. Adams 2, A. W. T. 
Ginn 3, C. Robinson 4, A. J .  Ginn (conductor) 5, F. W arrington 6. 
Also 720 Woodbine Treble Bob : H. Robinson 1 ,  C. Robinson 2, B. 
W ayman 3, F . C. Ginn 4, A. J .  Giifn 5, F . W arrington (conductor) 6. 
F irst 720 in the method by 1st, 2nd and 3rd ringers, and the first by 
the Over Society.
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S P L IC IN G  P L A IN  M A JO R  M E T H O D S
P E A L S  IN  15  METHODS.
B Y  ST E PH E N  H. WOOD.

'Phis article is really a continuation of, or a sequel to, one which 
appeared in * The Ringing World ’ of August 30th, 1929. In that 
article I was dealing mainly with the first 15  methods in the C.C. 
Collection, namely, all those which are produced by adding one or 
moro of the following to ‘ plain limiting ’ : * 3rd ’s and 4th’s round the 
treble,’ ‘ 5 th’a and 6tn’s round the treble,’ ‘ 2nd'a place,’ 4 7th ’s place.'

Wo succeeded in splicing seven of them into a peal, and, later, 
added six 1 L it t le ’ methods to this number. In doing this we limited 
ourselves to the use of bobs only, with the exception of two Singles— 
one at the end of each half—to turn the ‘ course ’ of the rows; and 
I promised to return later and see whether we could get any further 
by using Singles as well as Bobs. J have since investigated this 
matter, aud hope to explain iu this article how the use of Singles 
enables us to splice the whole 15  methods into a peal.

In my previous article (referred to above) I divided the 15  methods 
up into four groups and showed how there are eight false course- 
ends between any two of them, nam ely:—

34256) 354 26 . 63254 . 42635*
423561 52436  i 43652  > 35264  i 

The problem before us now is, therefore, to produce four sets of 
natural coursc-ends which are such that no member of one repeats 
with any member of any of the others when transposed by any of 
Hfaese eight false course-ends. This sounds rather alarm ing, but in 

mlity it is not nearly as hard as it sounds. We can at once get 
lkq  sets—one in-course and one out-of-course. W hat we have to do, 
therefore, is to write down two sets, both in-course, which satisfy 
these conditions; wo can then write down the two corr&ponding out- 
of-course sets, m aking up the necessary four.

There are several solutions to this problem, giving in each case 
a  total of 60 course-ends—i.e., ju st half the full number (and, inci
dentally, ju st about enough to j»ive us a peal).

Tho following is the most obvious and svmrnetrical solution:—
A. B. C .“ I).

(In-course.) "(In-course.) (Out-of-course.) (Out-of-course.) 
23456 24365 23465 24356
42356 32465 42365 32456
34256 43265 34265 43256
42635 32546 42536 32645
34625 43526 34526 43625
23645 24536 23546 24635
35264 46253 36254 45263
25463 26354 26453 25364
45362 36452 46352 35462
62534 52643 52634 62543
64523 53624 54623 63524
63542 54632 53642 64532
56234 65243 65234 56243
56423 65324 65423 56324
56342 65432 65342 56432

In the above, A and B  arc in-course, and it will be found that the 
rows of B  are ju st the rows o f A written backwards. C and D are 
out-of-course, and are the same as A and B  with 5 and 6 reversed. 
Theso four sets will be found to satisfy the conditions.

Now, we could have got as fa r  as#this before, but our trouble was 
that, while we were limited to the use o f bobs only, it was impossible 
hi get from A to B , or from C to D. The Singles will overcome this 
difficulty, and it now remains for us to see how we can best join up 
these 66 courses into one round block.

Hero again we arc likely to get tem porarily stu ck ; but it is obvious 
that  there must be a way of doing it, so that' if  we think about it 
long enough and hard enough we shall probably get an inspiration 
or brain wave. Now it will be observed that the 60. course-ends 
which we are using are rather peculiar; in each of them 5-6 are either
* at home * (i.e., in 5-6, either the right way or reversed), or else are

already been 
years ago by

coursing each other; and these 60 eourse-ends have already been 
joined into an admirable peal of Double Norwich some years c 
the Rev. E. IJankes Jam es.

1 would ask any who are interested in these m atters to follow this 
through very closely, because the way in which Mr. Bankes Ja m e s ’ 
peal of Double Norwich is bound up with our present difficulties, and 
the manner in which it overcomes them all with one fell swoop, as 
it were, and saves us from any further worry about falseness, is one 
of the most fascinating and beautiful things which I  have yet met in 
tin* world of composition.

The figures o f this peal are as follow s:—
23456 5 6

repented,

42635 
64523 
65423 
46352 
34265 

with two similarly-placed Singles, one inFlleven time 
caeh half.

This is iu itself a very clever peal of Double Norwich, but I  doubt 
whether even such a far-seeing man as Mr. Bankcs Jam es can have 
foreseen when ho composed it that it would enable the Exercise

several years later to splice many methods into a peal of M ajor with 
such a maximum of sim plicity. To begin with, it contains ju st the 
courses which we are dealing with, but it does more than th is; it uses 
only two calls, Bobs at ‘ Home ’ and Singles at ‘ Out.’ Now a Single 
at ‘ Out * in an 8th ’s-place method has the same effect as a Single at 
‘ R igh t * in a  2nd’s-place method, and by m aking this slight variation 
we at once make room for our 2nd’s-place methods as well as our 
8th’s-place methods, and, moreover, the calls are now in both 
cases right at the end of tho course, so there is no possible chance of 
bits of one course repeating with bits of another, each one being an 
entirely separate and independent unit. In  fact, it is all almost too- 
good to be true!

I f  we write out the peal in full and m ark A, B , C or D opposite- 
each course according to which of the four groups tlio previous course- 
end appears in above, we can find out at once which methods w e 
may use for each course; there will in each case be a choice of two. 
For instance, I  have taken the—

Plain Bob, Double Bob and Reverse Bob group for A,
Lavenham , Maidstone, Edmonton and Chesterfield for B ,
Shipway, H ighbury, Winchester and M arlborough for C, and 
Double Norwich, Pershore, Double Oxford and H ercward for D.

Suppose we find A m arked opposite a course, then if the calling is 
‘ Bob at Hom e,’ the method to be rung is Reverse Bob, and if the 
calling is * Single at R igh t,’ we m ay ring either Plain Bob or Double 
Bob. And again, if D is marked opposite a  course, we can ring either 
Double Norwich or Pershore if the calling is ‘ Bob at Home,’ and 
either Double Oxford pr Hereward if it is 4 Single at R igh t.’

So far things have been going well for us, but wo now find our
selves up against two snags. The first is fa ir ly  easily overcom e; we 
have got to put in two Singles, one in each half, and in doing this 
we must be careful about changing the method. We must always 
change from one group to another at a Single, and as in this case 
we must make the Singles in the middle of the course, we shall have 
to change the method in the middle of a course.

The second snag is more serious; it is th is: as tho calling is ‘ Bob 
at Home ’ in all the 8th’s-place method courses, these courses will in 
no case contain the full seven leads. The Reverse Bob courses will 
give six leads and the Double Norwich five, but the others will give 
only four, three and two, according to where the 1 Home ’ position 
occurs in the course. The result of this is th at although wo have 
60 courses (and 45 full ones are enough for a peal), oven if we spin 
out the length o f our round block as far as possible by putting in 
only one course of Pershore, Maidstone, and H ighbury, we arc still 
nearly four courses short of a  5,000. This is a tragedy, and some
thing drastic must be done about it. There is no choice; if  we are 
to get a peal at all we must splice in some courses with the tenors 
separated. I  have done this as simply as possible (and having due 
regard for ‘ truth ’ ) by making three calls a t ‘ 5th’s ’ in each half, 
and by making the first of them in each case a  Single instead of a 
Bob, we get over our first snag at the same time, and so avoid 
messing up the composition any more than is absolutely necessary.

I will now give the figures of the p ea l:—
A SP L IC E D  P E A L  OF P L A IN  M A JO R  IN  15  M ETHODS. 

5,008 C H A N G ES.
H . R . 23456 43256

X 42635 Reverse Bob. 24635 Double Norwich.
X 64523 Reverse Bob. 62543 Double Norwich.

675234 P . B o b ; Dbl. Oxf. 675432 Dbl. O x f.; P lain  Bob.
645732 Double Oxford. 625734 Plain Bob.

S 65243 Double Oxford. 65423 Plain  Bob.
X 26354 Lavenham . 46352 Shipway*
X 32465 Lavenham . 34265 Ship wav.
X 43526 Maidstone. 23546 Highbury.
X 54632 Lavenham . 52634 Shipway.

S 56432 Chesterfield. 56234 Marlborough.
X 45263 Double Norwich. 25463 Reverse.
X 24356 Double Norwich. 42356 Reverse.
X 32645 Pershore. 34625 Reverse.
X 63524 Double Norwich. 63542 Reverse.

S 65324 Hereward. 65342 Double Bob.
X 36452 Lavenham . 36254 Shipwav.
X 43265 Lavenham . 23465 Shipway.
X 24536 Lavenham . 42536 Shipway.
X 52643 Lavenham . 54623 Shipw ay.

S 56243 Edmonton. 56423 Winchester.
X 25364 Double Norwich. 45362 Reverse.
x‘ 32456 Double Norwich. 34256 Reverse.
X 43625 Double Norwich. 23645 Reverse.
X 64532 Double Norwich. £2534 Reverse.

S 65432 Double Oxford. 65234 Plain  Bob.
X 46253 Lavenham . 26453 Shipw ay.
X 24365 Lavenham . 42365 Shipwav.
X 32546 Lavenham . 34526 Shipway,
X 53624 Lavenham . 53642 Ship way.

S 56324 Edmonton. 56342 Winchester.
X 35462 Double Norwich. 35264 Reverse.
X 43256 Double Norwich. 23456 Reverse.

The calling for the second half is the same as for the first 
(Continued in next column.)
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YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
A M EETIN G  AT B E V E R L E Y .

The quarterly meeting of the Eastern District was held at Beverley 
011 Saturday, December 14th, and was but poorly attended. The 
service was held in the choir o f the minster, where the V icar, the 
Rev. W. FI. R igg, D .D., delivered an appropriate address, in the 
course o f which the demise of the late V icar, Canon Nolloth, was 
touched upon in affectionate terms.

T ea was served in the Minster Parish  Room to members repre
senting towers at Howden, Hull, K irk  E lla , M arket Weighton, Selby, 
Sutton, Withernsea and the local company. The business meeting 
followed, the chair being taken by the Vicar.

The annual meeting was arranged to be held at Goolc in March, 
and Mr. E. E . Taylor, of W ithernsca, was elected a member of the 
association.

A vofe of condolence was moved by Mr. F . Crycr and seconded by 
Mr. W. Gibson, with Mrs. Nolloth on the death of the late Canon, 
the members standing a few moments in respectful silence.

A unanimous hearty vote, of thanks was accorded the Rev. Dr. 
Rigg for the use of the magnificent peal, service and address, also to 
the ladies who kindly administered to the wants of the visitors, and 
to Mr. W. Gibson for the excellent arrangem ents.

This concluded a small but a very enjoyable and harmonious meet
ing, to which the V icar contributed in no sm all degree.

(Obntinued from previous column.)
N .B .—In the 3rd course Plain Bob is rung till tlie ‘ 5th’s ’ position 

comes up (at the second lead), and Double Oxford is then rung till 
the course-end, the course consisting of four leads. In the third 
course o f the second half, Double Oxford is rung till the ‘ 5th ’s ’ posi
tion comes up (at the 5th lead), and Plain  Bob is then rung till the 
course-end, the course consisting of ten leads. In arranging the 
methods I  have as fa r  as possible put the harder and less known 
method? early, and in this and other ways made the practical per
formance o f it as easy as its nature allows.

This peal contains one or two rather unsatisfactory features; to 
begin with there are seven methods which only appear once, and in 
three of these cases only for a short course. There are also the four 
courses w ith the tenors apart, which we had to put in.

I have, however, composed another peal which gets over these diffi
culties to a great extent. I will publish it, aud the groups of course- 
ends A, B , C, D from which it is produced, in a  later issue. I t  is 
based on the same idea, but at the expense of elaborating tlie 
calling a little b it I  have reduced the number of short courses, so 
that the 60 courses, instead of giving a round block of under 5,000, 
now give 6,048, which is a  big improvement.

MR. GEORGE GILBERT’S 200 PEALS.
Rung. Conducted.

Doubles in three methods .................................... ... 1 1
Doubles in four methods .................................... ... 1 1
Minor in one method ............................................ ... 1 1
Minor in two m e th o d s ............................................ ... 1 1
Minor in three methods .................................... ... 3 3
Minor in four metiiods .................................... ... 10 7
Minor in live m e th o d s ......................................... ... 3 2
Minor in seven methods ................................... . 48 11
Grandsire Triples .................................................... ... 20 12
Bob Triples ............................................................ ... 2 2
Oxford Bob Triples ............................................ ... 1 —
Stedman Triples .................................................... ... 18 —
St. Clemeut’s Triples ............................................ ... 1 1
Bob M ajor ............................................................ ... 15 8
Double Norwich M a jo r ............................................ ... 1 1 * 1
L ittle  Bob M ajor .................................................... ... 1 —
Canterbury Pleasure M a jo r .................................... ... 1 1
Oxford Treble Bob M ajor .................................... ... 5 4
Kent Treble Bob M ajor .......................................... 16 7
Spliced Oxford and Kent Treble Bob M ajor ... 1 1
Cam bridge Surprise M ajor ........................... ... 7 —
Superlative Surprise M ajor ............................ ... 9 1
Bristol Surprise M a jo r ............................................ ... 4 —
London Surprise M ajor .................................... ... 1 1 —
Stedm an Caters .................................................... .. .  4 —
Bob Royal .............................................................. ... 1 —
Kent Treble Bob Royal ..................................... ... 2 —
Cambridge Treble Bob Royal ........................... ... 1 —
Stcdman Cinquos .................................................... ... 1

200 65

*  Includes 11,008. Rung in 89 different towers and 10 different
counties.

COLLEGE YOUTHS AT DOVER.
To the Editjr.

Sir,—Iu reply to the inquiry by M r. C. Turner in your issue of 
December 6th, the College Youths rang a peal of Bob M ajor (5,040 
changes) in 3 hrs. 2 mins. at Dover (St. M ary’s) in the year 1732.— 
Yours faithfullv,

F . W ARRIN GTO N .
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK.

F o u n d r y  
E s t a b l i s h e d  

A .D . 1 5 7 0
(1 2 th year 
o f reign of 
Elizabeth).

B e l l  founde rs  St 
B e l l h a n g e r s ,

32 &  34, W HITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

Telephone B is h o p s g a te  8 8 4 9

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting, Retuning and Rehanging.

HAN D B E L L S
in sets o f any number.

S E L L  R O P E S  ' M U F F L E S ,  &c.

PH O T O G R A P H S  W A N T E D .
P IC T U R E S  OF C H U RCH  T O W E R S FO R  

PU B LIC A T IO N  IN ‘ T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D .’
The Editor of ‘ The Ringing World ’ will be glad to 

receive photographs of churches, with a view to their 
future publication when suitable occasion arises.

The photographs should be accompanied by brief par
ticulars of the bells, with their inscriptions and dates if 
possible, and any other interesting information about 
them. ,

Pictures should, for preference, be photographic post
cards, and, where there is any choice, the tower should 
be a feature.

Obviously, of course, all the pictures cannot be pub
lished at once, the object of getting a collection being 
that the photographs may be ready at hand for use when 
fitting opportunity occurs. *

Will each tower secretary be good enough to send a 
photograph of his own tower? It should be forwarded 
in an envelope for protection, and addressed to The 
Editor, ‘ The Ringing W orld,’ W oking, Surrey, and 
the sender should enclose his name and address.

B E L F R Y  GOSSIP.
A happy and prosperous new year to all our friends. M ay good 

fortune always attend them, and their shadows never grow less.
The St. Jam es ’ Society (which .is now the London County Associa

tion) was established to give the members of the College and Cum
berland Youths the opportunity o f meeting and ringing peals to
gether. I t  was established over a hundred years ago, but it was not 
the first society that existed to meet this particular requirement. 
As long ago as 1738 there was in London 1 the Friendly Society >f 
R ingers.’ How long it lasted wc do not know, but on December 
27th, 1738, under its auspices, a peal of 6,160 Bob M ajor was rung 
at St. Andrew’s, Holborn.

A ‘ Joh n ’ peal, composed by Joh n Holt, reversed by Joh n  Carter 
and conducted by Joh n Ja g g a r , was rung at St. John-the-Baptist's 
Church, H agley, 011 December 27th, 1902. The Johns, too, rang a 
peal of London Surprise at St. Stephen's, Rochester Row, 011 
Ja n u a ry  2nd, 1904, but the first Joh n peal was rung by the Bromley 
Youths in 1828.

On hundred and eighty years ago to-morrow the * Twickenham 
Schollars ’ rang a peal of 6,000 Bob M ajor at Twickenham.

A peal o f 12,000 Bob M ajor was rung at Brom sgrove 011 December 
29th, 1788, and on the same day, two years later, a 10,080 was rung 
at Leeds, Kent.

The 29th is also the anniversary of the first peal of Double Nor
wich in Surrey, rung in 1848 at Holy T rin ity, Newington, composed 
and conducted by Joh n  C o x ; and the 35th anniversary of 10,176 
Kent Treble Bob M ajor at Irthlingborough, which was conducted by 
Charles W. Clarke.

Two records in their day, set up by the Oxford Diocesan Guild, 
were made on December 31st, when, in 1881, 15,041 Stcdm an Caters 
was rung at Appleton; and in 1892, 12,096 Double Norwich at Maiden
head.

Jam es Barham  rang his 100th peal on Ja n u a ry  1st , 1793. The total 
age of the band was 582 years.

O11 New Y e a r ’s D ay, 1776, a peal of 8,046 Grandsire Caters was 
rung at St. M ary’s, Nottingham, conducted by W. D. Crofts.

The first recorded peal in the belfry of St. George’s, Gravesend, 
was rung on Ja n u a ry  1st, 1786, fifty years a fter the bells had been 
installed. The church was burnt down in 1727, and the restoration 
completed in 1736. The present bells are a fine-toned peal by Messrs. 
Taylor and Co., dedicated in 1923.

Mr. Robert Spalding must have created something of a record 
when on Saturday week he rang his first peal of M ajor, for he is in 
his 80th year. Age is no bar in ringing. Prior to this peal of Kent 
Treble Bob, Mr. Spalding had rung only one other eight-bell peal, 
namely, a  peal of Grandsire Triples, 17  years ago.

I f  yon want to buy or sell handbells, advertise in ‘ The R in g
ing W orld.’ A 11 advertiser w rites: ‘ I  had seven applications from 
my two advertisements of set of handbells, and sold them satisfac
torily.’

Mr. H. A. Barnett has completed fifty years as a ringer at All 
H allows’ , Tottenham.

The peal o f Grandsire Doubles rung at Huisli Champflower, De
cember 14th, and reported in our last issue, should have been 
credited to the Bath  and Wells Diocesan Association.
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EAST BERGHOLT’S QUAINT BELL HOUSE
The quaintest belfry in this country with a ring of bells 

is East Bergholt in Suffolk, where at the parish church, 
dedicated to St. Mary, there is a heavy peal of five bells, 
the tenor reputed to be about 28 cwt., hung in a cage in 
the churchyard. They are roofed over, but have neither 
ropes nor wheels. Each ringer stands on a ledge about 
two feet from the ground by the side of the bell frame 
and swings his bell by hand by the stock. The ringers

THE B EL L HOUSE.

are quite dexterous in handling their bells and the ring
ing of them is always an object of interest.

There are various traditions accounting for the strange 
state of affairs; the least probably being that every time 
an attempt was made to build a bell tower his satanic 
majesty, annoyed over something or other, pulled it

down. A more likely explanation is the one that Cardinal 
W olsey started the new tower but his ‘ fall ’ put a stop 
to the work. The former nave was taken down in 1520 
and a base for a new tower prepared, but this was never 
completed, and the bells were housed in the cage as it is 
seen to-day. Some of the bells have been recast.

The church of St. Mary is chiefly of the decorated 
period, with a spacious chancel dating back to 1450, con
taining a beautiful marble floor and well carved oak choir 
stalls. The windows all round are large, and some very

THE B ELLS .

beautiful, giving the building a very bright interior. An 
oaken chest, 1400 A .n . , is placed near the organ, whilst 
an unexploded German bomb, one of forty dropped from 
an airship in September, 19 15 , is hung on the south wall. 
A short distance away from the church is the birthplaco 
of John Constable, the artist.

CLERGY AND RINGING
To the Editor. •

S ir,—M ay I, as a parson who has recently taken lip ringing, join 
in tho correspondence re the above?

First jet me say that, while from the ringers’ point of view the 
ideal thing would be for every parson to be also a ringer, there is 
another side to it, and one which must not ^)e lost sight of. For it 
is obvious that to learn ringing absorbs much time. Some, it is true, 
pick it up much more quickly than others, but it requires, say, a  year 
or more to become at all proficient at change ringing. How many 
overworked clergy and curates in large parishes can give one or two 
nights a week during that time to learn the art in the midst of all 
th eir other engagem ents? Even a country parson finds himself much 
occupied by evening classes, and m any might well argue that his 
time might be much better spent than in the tower week after week. 
B u t if he is not a ringer, how is he to get in touch?

He m ay visit the ringers on practice nights, i f  he has time and is 
not otherwise engaged, but the probability is that he will not under
stand what they are doing, and will feel very much 111 the way. On 
Sundays the bells are ringing before he gets to church, and if they 
are having quarter-peals his arrival in the belfry will disconcert the 
ringers if he attem pts to start conversation with them during the 
peal. I f  they arc having change ringing, it is not easy to time one’s 
arrival for the few minutes in between the changes. B y  the time 
they stop ringing for tolling in he is probably in the vestry getting 
ready himself for the service. And do not forget that there are often 
m any things he must see to ju st before the service if all is to go with 
that smootnness which is so necessary to devout worship.

I t  may be said th at he should be there early to take the opening 
prayer. But if the parson is single handed, and possibly in the 
country with two churches some distance part, this may entail a  very 
early start, and I think there are many of my brethren who would 
agree with me that the last half-hour is a very sacred and precious

preparation for prayer and meditation, and not one to be lightly dis
pensed with. H aving for some years liv^d about a  mile and a half 
from mv church, I know something of what time and distance mean.

My point is that there is a very real difficulty in getting in touch 
with the ringers, even with the best will in the world. I t  is easy 
enough for the ringer to say, ‘ I f  parson were different it would he 
all righ t,’ but the question is, ‘ Is it always his fa u lt? ’ I honestly 
think that if the parson rings himself it helps to bridge the gulf, but, 
as I have tried to point out, that is not always easy.

But are we not in danger o f losing sight of the main crucial point? 
The office of bellringers should be as sacred an office as that of Sun
day School teacher or any other ehurchworker. Quite s o ; then we 
must go one step further. Spiritual men and women for spiritual 
work. Aim, pray, work for converted bellringcrs. Then there will 
be no g.ap between parson and bellringer; both will be one in their 
aims and purpose, they will not only meet in the belfry, but in many 
other phases in Church life and work. And there will grow up be
tween them that holy, happv bond of Christian fellowship which is 
only to be found between those who are tru ly  one in the deepest 
spiritual things. Their bellringing will then be not merely a hobby 
nor an occasion for social intercourse, but it will be a hit of spiritual 
work undertaken from the highest motives.—Yours truly,

F . A R T H U R  ROUGHTON,
Viear of Galley wood, Essex.

BOURTON-O N-TH E-W ATER, G LO S.—O11 December 16th, a  quar- 
ter-peal o f Grandsire Triples (1,260 changes) in 43 rains., by the 
following members of the St. Lawrence Society: H. Jam es 1 ,  Mrs.
F. A. Clements 2, A. W. W right 3. H. G illett (conductor) 4, T. 
Banning 5, B . T. Phillips 6, F . A. Clements 7, C. P ratley 8. Mr. 
G illett*s first quarter as conductor. He is an old and respected mem
ber of the St. Lawrence’s Society.



Sz6 T H E  RIN G IN G  W O RLD . December 27th, 1929.

JOSEPH J. PARKER.
P IO N EER  IN  COMPOSITION.
A NOTED SO UTH BU C K S B IN G E R .

Among the names that will go down to history in ringing is that 
<if Joseph J .  Parker, who, as an investigator of and a pioneer in 
new ideas of composition, was among the leading composers of a 
generation ago. Mr. Parker has produced peals which arc classics, 
and, if only for his famous twelve-part of Grandsire Triples—in its 
original aud transposed forms it is the m ost’ widely rung Graudsire 
composition to-day—his work will always be known in the Exercise. 
B u t while ringers have the advantage of his work, what o f the 
m an? One of the most retiring of individuals, one wrho has never 
sought the limelight, Joseph J .  Parker, loved by his intimates who 
ring in and around South Buckinghamshire, is personally unknown 
to the larger world outside, aud it is a delight to us, through the 
sketch which follows, from the pen of * W. H. F . , ’ to introduce 
him to the ringers o f a new generation. Mr. P arker has ju st com
pleted fifty years as steoplekeeper at Farnham  Royal Church, and 
the present is therefore a particularly fitting opportunity for such 
an article.

Born near the R iver Colne, iu the pariah of Horton, Bucks, on
March 7th, 1853, Mr. Joseph 
J .  Parker migrated as 
young man to Sa lt Hill, 
near Slough, for two* years, 
and then on to Farnham  
Royal iu 1870, where he was 
married to an Eton lady, by 
the Rector, a t St. M ary’s 
Church on April 25th, 1865. 
Two children (a son and 
daughter) survive of a 
fam ily of four, the elder son 
—named Joseph a fter his 
father, and who had rung a 
peal or two—passing away 
in his prime in the year
1920. Early  in Ju n e  this 
year Mrs. Parker was called 
away iu her 84th year, and 
as troubles never come alone 
Mr. Parker almost followed 
her a few days afterwards, 
having been run down by a 
fast motor-car while cycling 
near his home. Fortunatclv 
serious results were not ap
parent—although his m a
chine was crumpled up an l 
he was cut about and 
bruised considerably—for lie 
may yet be seen occasion
ally riding a brand new 
cycle through the village.

Mr. P arker’s trade as a 
practical boot and shoe 
m aker was carried on at 

c  , two shops in the Village
cj(|unro, facing the well-known pump house’ in the centre. One lie 
occupied for 17  years, the other for 14 years, with the added re
sponsibility of the Post Office work to his numerous undertakings, 
home a) years ago he was obliged, by a nervous breakdown, to re
t i r e  i o  his present residence, Ellesmere, iu the Stoke Poges Lane 
where we hope lie will be spared for many years to hear the bells 
oi o t . .Mary*s.

IN T H E  B E G IN N IN G .

MR. J .  J .  P A R K E R .

M is . On Whi t  Monthly, 1877, ceremonious rejoicings at, the opening 
ot the restored tower and hells took place wi th ‘ open h ouse’ to 
neighbouring hands of ringers and their clergy, from Berks and 
Bucks towers, with service in the church anti a suitable address 
anti luncheon in a marquee in a field adjoining. To the Slouch 
ringers (a six-bell band in those days) was allotted the honour of. 
opening the bells, and the writer has vivid recollections as a voun- 

nrenliee liniu * .*• j „ i ■__ - °prentice h an d ' with that company of taking the second bell in a 
tew call changes and his first meeting with Mr. Parker 52 vears ago 

'  .here were present Rev. A. H. Drummond, of All Sain ts’ , Bovno 
Hill, inducted V icar in 1877, and his eight-bell hand of 
whose tower and bells had been opened in 1875. During the j 
reference was made to ‘ half-p u li' ringing and belfry reform 
letters having appeared in Church B e lls ’ upon these \

Local clergy were not slow in appreciating the advice of Canon 
Kllacombe in the current issues o f that weekly, whilst the newly- 
formed W est Middlesex Association and the Devonshire Guild, both 
in 1874, followed by Yorks Association, 1875, and Lancashire, 1876, 
pointed the way to a Berks and Bucks Association for the advance
ment of change ringing in this district.

I t  took over twelve months to bring the organisation into shape. 
Drummond was president, M arshall treasurer, and Edward Rogers 
hon. secretary. Rules were drawn up, and the annual fee fixed at 
2s. per head. A number o f meetings and practices were hold by the 
ringleaders, Messrs. Rogers, Sm ith (from Dcvonport), Parker, Flax- 
man, Bissley, Allder and Fussell, during 1878, and on Ja n u a ry  1st , 
1879, subscriptions were first paid in, the writer treasuring No. 14 
receipt of that date, now* in his possession.

Mr. Parjcer is the only survivor of the old Farnham  team—Messrs. 
Batten (schoolmaster), Beamond, verger, a  big man who could 
scarcely climb the old stairs, Bovingdon, Crocket, Deadman and 
Flaxm an—and with them he learned to pull a  bell, his assistance 
having been previously secured as a musician to enable them to 
master handbell tune playing for Christmas.

P U B L IC  U N D E R T A K IN G S.
Mr. P a rk er ’s appointment as tower foreman followed, and lie set 

about getting new hands, and soon mastered tower bells in Doubles 
and Minor. Then he turned his attention to simple compositions on 
six bells, little dream ing of the mass of figures he was to wade 
through in a fter years. When Queen Victoria's diamond jubilee 
came along, it was Mr. Parker who urged the ‘ trebles’ in opposition to 
other suggestions, and in 1897 he collected the whole of the* funds 
for the new bells and fittings.

With his neighbour, the late George Allder, of Burnham , he at 
once set about hanging the new bells iu a new fram e without pro
fessional help, and in October, 1898, with his own band conducted 
his own composition for the first peal on the octave. On the death 
of the Rector, the R ev. F. Stirling M arshall, a well-beloved ringers’ 
friend, who had been incumbent for 37 years, the parish decided to 
keep his memory by installing a striking clock in the church tower, 
and the whole of the funds for this wore collected as a labour o f 
love by Mr. Parker, who has ever since 1891 cared for and attended 
to its regular timekeeping.

W hen the Parochial Council was formed, under the Local Govern
ment Act o f 1894, Mr. Parker was one of the first members elected, 
and has served on it ever since. He now holds the position of vice
chairm an, with the added dignity of being Fath er o f tho Council. 
As a fire brigade volunteer he took on the care of tlie hose reel and 
hydrants of the parish for some time. Fond of music and a natural 
musician, he early joined the choir as a tenor singer and played a 
great part in concert work in many of the neighbouring parishes, 
with occasional violin and English concertina performances of merit, 
and solo handbell table pieces.

I t  is to be hoped my account is not wearying to the readers o f 
‘ The R inging W orld,’ but one cannot hold a friendship with a fe l
low churchman for over half a century without going into a little 
detail of his life. How much should we appreciate to-day a sim ilar 
history of some of the early founders of the art, such as Garthon, 
of Norwich, Annable and Holt, of London, and several others o f 
centuries ago?

H IS  P E A L  R IN G IN G .
When the Oxford Diocesan Guild was formed in 1881, the Berks 

and Bucks Association was taken over en bloc by the diocesan body 
and allowed to retain its old title as a branch. For the Guild, Mr. 
Parker has scorcd o ver#a century o f peals, details of which are 
appended, but it is doubtful if he will add another to the list owing 
to his recent accident. The writer consoles himself with the fact 
that he shared iu Mr. P ark er’s first (Ealing in 1883) and last 
(Hitchin in 1925) performances.

Rung. Conducted.
Grandsirc Caters .................. . ... 1
firandsire Triples .................. . ... 54 25
Oxford Bob Triples .................. . ... 31 23
Stedmau Triples .................. . ... 16
Bob M ajor .................................. . ... 7
Double Norwich .................. . ... 5
Superlative Surprise .................. . ... 4
Cambridge Surprise .................. . ... 1
Kent Treble Bob .......................... . ... 5 2
Seven methods on six bells .. . ... 1 1
Five methods on six bells .. . ... 1 1
Four methods 011 six bells .. . ... 4 4
One method on six bells .......... . ... 1

1 3 1 56

Of these, 10 1 peals were rung for the Oxford Diocesan Guild, 19  
for the Middlesex County Association, and 1 1  for other societies.

I t  will bo noticed that ‘ Grandsirc ’ predominates in the list, which 
shows that the veteran was born too soon, at a  time when half-pull 
men were scarce, and long journeys on foot had to be undertaKen
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for an ‘ a ttem p t’ that was frequently repeated. Fo r instance, at 
W raysbury M r. P arker made nearly a  dozen attem pts, some of 
almost three hours’ duration, before he was rewarded with ‘ T hat's 
all.* In addition to the Oxford Guild and Middlesex Association, he 
also joined the College Youths, St. Jam es ’ and W aterloo Societies 
in London.

IN  T H E  R E A L M  OF COMPOSITION.
Success with his early efforts in Minor led Mr. Parker to plain 

‘ T r ip le s ’ compositions in Union, Court and Oxford Bob methods, 
and several new peals were sent to H arry Burstow, of Horsham (an 
old friend), and were rung by tho W arnham company. Indeed, 
Mr. P arker was so well recognised as an authority on these methods 
that he was asked by the Rev. Earle Bulwcr to classify a  collection, 
but ho gave way in favour of the late Dr. A. B . Carpenter, of Croy
don. No composer of note is free from numerous applications from 
budding conductors for information, often of an ‘ impossible nature,’ 
and Mr. P a rk er ’s pbstbag of the past 40 years would fill a good
sized box.

He has produced several peals of value in Double Norwich, Treble 
Bob and Superlative, but it is in the development of new ideas from 
1889 onwards that J . J . P .  surprised the Exercise by his compositions. 
All leaders in the realm s of method building and composition have, 
at one time or another, communicated with him to their mutual 
satisfaction and the advantage of the Exercise—Snowdon, Bulwer, 
Bains, Washbrook, Pritchard, C arter and S ir  Arthur H ey wood, all 
now deceased, as well as J .  W. Parker, of Sunderland, G. B ak e f, of 
Brighton, G. Lindoff, of Dublin, and the Rev. C. D. P . Davies. 
With the last-named, a good deal of the spade work was done to 
produce the two modern works on ringing, viz., ‘ Grandsire ’ and 
‘ Stedm an.’ It is on record that Sir Arthur Heywood, on seeing 
certain productions by Mr. Parker, threw over a whole pile of work 
in order to start afresh.

During the early years o f the Sussex County Association challenge 
cup era certain of the committee rather feared for the truth o f the 
peals rung in the W arnham  district, not knowing till later who was 
the actual composer. Quite recently Mr. LindofT produced a  ten-part 
peal of Stedm an Triples and wished to claim it, but was referred to 
the ‘ Bell News ’ of 1889. Again, Wm. Sevier, of Gloucester, sent 
him years ago a ten-part peal of Grandsire Triples by the R ev. H. 
L . Jam es, which Mr. Parker converted into an excellent five-part 
peal. In recent conversation T have ascertained th at much of his 
early work was entirely wasted in endeavouring to * produce an 
im possibility,’ and it was only a fter elaborate diagram s, with columns 
of part-ends to correspond with the ‘ bob sets ’ o f calling, had been 
prepared that it wa> possible to answer the question: ‘ W ill it g o ? ’

C arter’s * 20 courses,’ with the help of the two Parkers, soon be
came 30, And then 40 courses as we know .them to-day, and, strange 
t.o say, working independently, each man produced them in exactly 
tin- same way.

The W aterloo Society rang Holt’s Original reversed bv Carter, 
and it was questioned by Challis W inney with' letters to M r. Parker, 
who pointed out that by cutting out the three leads between the 
Singles, and placing them in the body of the peal, it was quite 
true. There was a very interesting half-hour with C arter at the 
‘ Goose and Gridiron ’ soon afterwards, during a College Y ouths’ 
meeting there.

H arvey Reeves, the late editor of ‘ Bell N ews,’ had an ambition 
to call a  peal of Stedm an Triples at St. Saviour’s. W althamstow. 
Carter arranged the composition—a variation of Thurstaus’ four- 
part—to suit the 4th bell as the observation. This Reeves called, 
and had a board erected for it in the belfry. That peal proved 
false, but the same composition with the 2nd as observation by 
Parker runs true. When ‘ Bell News ’ started, H arvey, a  portlv 
man, often visited Farnham  Royal for a  week-end, when he would 
engage a pony and chaise to drive through the famous Burnham 
Beeches with Parker, and I often heard a "rood deal of talking and 
figuring in various methods by the pair during our drive, which 
usually finished up at the D uke's Head to moisten the course ends.

Mr. Parker had the pull on him once when Reeves returned his 
two peals of Grandsire Triples on the six-part plan as false, whilst 
they were perfectly true, a plan which other composers have since 
followed up.

W hat do you consider the most effective composition in Grand
sire? T asked. ‘ Mv 12 -part; it is capable of endless variation ,’ re
plied Mr. Parker. ‘ I  have it transposed with the second bell as 
observation for a conductor, who is unable to ring at the back end 
of a ring of eight.’

This contribution would not be complete if attention were not 
drawn to Mr. P arker’s fourfold jubilee, an accomplishment that does 
lot fall to one individual very ofteu, viz., as chorister, towerkeeper and 
Berks aud Bucks ringer, and, last but not least, fifty years of happy 
married life. His many services as a ringer, composer and a com
mittee man for the Oxford Dioces/an Guild were acknowledged by 
electing him to honorary membership of the Guild in 1889, and there 
is every prospect of his making another jubilee in 1931.

On St. Leonard’s Day four Berks and four Bucks men met at 
Farnham  Church and rang a * complimentary peal ’ (as already re
ported) for Mr. Parker to celebrate his jubilees. One of his favourite 
methods, 1 Oxford Bob ,’ was selected. W. H. F . .

THE STANDARD OF STRIKING IN PEALS.
SOME P E R T IN E N T  R E M A R K S .

To the Editor.
Dear S ir ,—F a r  be it from me to ca3t animadversions upon other 

people’s peal ringing. The standard o f striking in peals is neces
sarily arb itrary , for various reasons. However, there is a definite 
minimum of performance below which no ringers should go.

I  am moved to these rem arks by what I  heard o f a  peal a t Pa in s
wick on Saturday last, by the band which had attempted to regain 
the twelve-bell record for length. I  trust that no one w’ ill think I 
exaggerate, or that I approach the subject with anything but an 
open mind. I say, then, that this performance w’as no peal, for 
neither did it start from nor did it end with rounds. Not one of the 
opening rounds was clean, and owing to the careless ringing of two 
of the little bells, rounds did not come up where it ought to have 
done. Of the forty minutes or so o f the ringing that I  heard, the 
least said the better. I t  reminded me of nothing so much as a 
billiard player idly knocking the balls about the table, with no 
definite object in view. I f  a ball goes in a pocket, all well and good. 
I f  it doesn’ t, nobody cares. And this was from the band which, had 
it succeeded in keeping the bells going for the proposed .length, 
would have taken precedence, over the band which rang the South
wark Stedm an, a  magnificent performance, and over the Ashton 
Maximus band.

I  have ju st read through the foregoing, and see no reason to w ith
draw one jot or tittle of my remarks. The two very efficient ringers 
who were with me at the time agreed with me that the ringing was 
very bad indeed.

I  do sincerely trust that the band, among which are some of my 
very good friends, will take these strictures as they aro offered, i.e., 
in a spirit o f friendly criticism.

Now, Sir, I  am not the man to take an attitude which m ay be 
construed as purely destructive. Hence I have a suggestion to m ake 
in regard to all record performances. Is  it impossible for the Cen
tral Council to appoint competent judges to listen to the ringing of 
these peals? The difficulty which crops up immediately is that were 
such judges to bo appointed, they would have no fixed standard on 
which to base their conclusions, but they would have their own very 
good sense, and that is not an unreasonable criterion.—Y ours tru ly ,

J .  T. D Y K E .
Chilcompton, Somerset.

OLD SLOWE’S GHOST.
A G R A V E  W A R N IN G  TO YO U N G  R IN G E R S .

’Tis oft times repeated as * how there’s no ghosts.’
B ut, don’t you believe i t ;  for he who sure boasts 
Upon this moot point— well, ju st doesn’ t know 
Our long defunct change ringer—Beniam in Slowe.
Now * B en jy ,’ while wearing this ill-fitting coil 
Which poets call m ortal, gave much of his toil 
To the art of change ringing; but always insisted 
That ‘ s tr ik in g ’ came first, the remainder—existed.
’Tis known for a fact that old Benjam in * walks.’
He was buried in seventeen fortv, and folks 
Declare that on practice nights lie’s ‘ nosing ’ round,
When you’d think ho was safe tucked aw ay underground.
I f  the ‘ striking ’ be bad, then an ‘ aura ’ is seen 
To m aterialise over the closely cropped green 
Into * B en jy  ’ him self! a-dancing a jig,
In his throe-cornered hat and his pump-handled wig.
When the bells * fall ’ in peal, and the light are turned out,
I t  is then that bad ‘ s tr ik e rs ’ their fears try to flout.
Quite useless, however! they just have to face him :
I f  they take to their heels thev can never outpace him.
The end of this race is a  terrible thwack,
As a shrewd blow goes home ’cross the broad of the back. 
The striker now stricken, ducks—bellows for mercy,
And as Barham  would say, ‘ it ’s now ouite wiscy wersey.'
But afterwards, in tho smoke-laden saloon
Of th at good house o f cheer, * The Yorkshire Dragoon,’
It ’s then that ‘ mine host,’ from the victim in pain,
Takes toll, winks, and says, ‘ What !  old “ B e n jy ”  a g a in ? ’

* C A S C A B L E /

THREE GENERATIONS IN A PEAL.
Edwin Barnett the third has scored his first peal at the ago o f 

eleven years, and will earn the hearty congratulations of the Exer
cise upon his achievement. ‘ Granddad ’ called fche peal, and father 
also took part, so that tho performance is specially noteworthy as 
being one o f the very rarer examples of three generations taking 
part. Wo hope the three Edwins m ay ring m any more peals to
gether, and that some day Edwin Barnett I. and Edwin Barnett I I .  
will ring in a poal conducted by Edwin B arnett I I I .
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GLIMPSES OF THE PAST.
LA V E N H A M ’S  FAM OUS TEN O R.

The * Saturday Magazine ’ of October 17tb , 1832, had the follow
ing paragraph in praise of Lavenham  tenor, still held to be one of 
the finest old bolls in tho country: At Lavenham , an obscure little 
town in Suffolk, once celebrated for the m anufacture o f blue cloth 
and hand-spun yarn , stands a noble monument of ancient munifi
cence, ranked among the most beautiful Gothic fabrics in the king
dom, both for durability and grandeur. In the steeple of this church 
is a  bell, weighing only 2,576 lb., with such a melodious note as to 
be universally styled ‘ The Matchless T e n o r ’ ; and ‘ M agna B ritann ia,1 
treating of Lavenham bells, says: ‘ The tenor hath such an admir
able note, as England has none to compare to it/

4 Its weight, its shape, its size alike adm ir'd,
And tone wherewith each ringer is inspired,
The m erry eight with music fill tho e a r ;
Enterpe, too, invites from fa r and near.
And though, in floating, all sounds slowly die,
T hey’re quick revived by Echo’s sweet reply.
Heard through the woods their soft melodious ring 
Inspires the warbling feathered tribe to sing,
Nestling ’ mid leaves, or skimming o’er the plain,

Distinct to hail each harmonising strain .’
Tradition says that at the time of casting this tenor bell at Laven

ham (1625) some rich wool staplers there and other gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood contributed great quantities of silver, and even gold, 
to the usual metal, which m ay, perhaps, account for the vast 
superiority of its tone. Three roods of land were left to the church 
by some adm irer of ringing for the repair of the bell ropes. Judgo 
H ale, Simon De Ewes (one o f the most learned antiquaries of his 
time and lord of the manor o f Lavenham ), and W illiam Cecil (Lord 
High Treasurer of England) were celebrated bellringers, and no doubt 
travelled miles to assist at tho rejoicings of village festivals.’

BOW ST E E P L E .
Bow bells, still silent for want of that attention which all ringers 

are hoping will soon be given to them, are perhaps the most famous 
in the world, and the steeple is one of W ren’s masterpieces. I t  is 
recorded that about the year 1190, one Longbeard, ringleader of a 
furious mob, sought refuge in the spire o f Bow Church and refused 
to surrender him self to the authorities until compelled to do so by 
their setting fire to his place of retreat. T11 127 1 part of the steeple 
fell, and, says Stow, the historian, ‘ slewe manie people, men and 
women, that then were in the church, or dwelled neere there or 
about.’ The old steeple was entirely rebuilt about 1460, when the 
Common Council of the C ity of London ordered th at ‘ Bow Bell ’ 
should bo rung nightly at nine o’clock in order ' to release the Lon
don ’prentices.’ This bell, says, Stow, being usually rung somewhat 
late, as seemed to the young men ’prentices and others in Cheap, 
they made and set up a  rhyme against the clerk as follow eth:—

‘ Clerke of the Bow Boll, with the yellow locks, *
For th y late ringing thy head shall have knocks.*

Whereunto the clerk, replying, wrote:
1 Children o f Cheapo, hold you all still,

For you shall have the Bow Bell rung at your w ill.’
This Bow steeple suffered in tho G reat F ire  of London, and W ren’s 
noble structure is its successor.

FO R T U N E SP E N T  ON B E L L R IN G IN G .
One of tho most notable of the lords of the manor of Cowley 

(Gloucestershire) appears to havo been Henry Brett. He was an 
eccentric man, and was rem arkable for his fondness for bellringing, 
which he gratified by constantly travelling about the country with 
a company of ringers. So costly was this amusement that in the end 
he is said to have thus dissipated a splendid fortune! He gave a 
rinp of six bells to the Church of St. M ary, a t Cowley, in the vear 
1730. *

W H EN  * G R E A T  P A U L ’ CAM E TO TOWN.
When ' G reat Paul ’ was brought from Loughborough Foundry to 

London in 1881 it made a kind of triumphal progress through the 
country. It was drawn on a trolley by traction engines, the vehicle 
with its load weighing about 22 tons. One day’s journey was planned 
from Leighton Buzzard to Dunstable, but between Fenny Stratford 
and Breckhill the trolley became stuck in the mud, and many at
tempts had to be made before it could be extricated by jacks. The 
roadway was too soft for the narrow wheels of the heavily-loaded 
wagon, and the experiment was made of putting down boiler plates 
for the vehicle to travel 011. This, however, met with little success, 
and only 100 yards was covered in the day.

The first. ‘ B ig  B en ,’ cast at Stockton-on-Tees, also met with mis
fortune on its journey. Tt was brought by boat to London, and 
while being unshipped fell into the water. I t  was recovered, only, 
howovor, to be fractured and rendered useless.

F IN E D  FO R NOT R IN G IN G .
Of ringing upon historic occasions there are m any quaint records 

in old parish documents, the details having been preserved because 
of the payments made by the churchwardens to the ringers, which 
were duly charged up in the parish accounts. A t the time of the 
civil wars, the parson and the ringers did not apparently always 
feel safo in their celebrations, and veered from side to side in their

loyalty. A t W rington, Somerset, the ringers were paid to ring when 
H enrietta M aria rode through the little  town 011 her way to France, 
but in 1651 a paym ent of five shillings was made to the ringers ' for 
ringing for joy of the route o f W orcester,’ and in 1652 the like sum, 
‘ when the Lord Protector was proclaim ed,’ with another paym ent in 
1657 for ‘ God’s discovery of the bloody plot against the Lord P ro
tector.’

Sometimes the non-ringing of bells brought its penalties. The 
people of Twickenham, while busied in reaping, neglected to have 
the bells rung when Charles I. passed thiough their town in 1647, 
and it is recorded that they were mulcted in a penalty of 13s. 4d. 
‘ for default of ringing in harvest when the K ing  came by tw ice.’ In 
1529 Queen Catherine was at Reading, and in consequence of the 
bells failing to be rung the sum of eightpence had to be paid fco her 
almoner. Earlier still, in 1410, Archbishop Arundel suspended cer
tain churches in London, ‘ with God’s holy organs and instruments 
in the same,’ because when in open daylight, passing on foot through 
the city with his cross borne before him, the bells did not ring out. 

A D U K E ’S E X P E R IM E N T S  AT B R IST O L.
I t  is said that the St. Nicholas’ Guild of Ringers, Bristol, owes its 

charter to a royal visit which Queen Elizabeth paid to th at city. One 
of her victims, Thomas. Duke of Norfolk, whose death w arrant was 
thrice sealed, but only twice effectually revoked, had some love of 
ringing, and experimented 011 bells in Bristol. At the Temple Church, 
where there is the famous leaning tower, it is said he had the bells 
rung to see whether the tower rocked during the process. I t  must 
have been well tested, if it was not more gently tried than was the 
belfry of St. Jo h n ’s in the same city, where there is entered in the 
church accounts for the same year, ' Paid for reparation upon the 
church at the ringing of the Duke of Norfolk, 9s. l i d . , ’ a sum which 
represents about £ 10  in modern money.

P E A L S  AT SH R E W S B U R Y .
The * Shrewsbury Chronicle ’ has given the following details of 

peals rung in that town up to 50 years ag o :—
' The recorded peals of 5,000 or more changes, rung on our town 

church bells within the last 144 years, amount to 2 1  or a liitlo  
moro, on an average, than one peal for every seven years. The first 
of thesfe peals was rung at the Abbey in 1735, comprising 5,040 
Grandsire Trip les, and the same peal was repeated the following 
year in the same tower. I t  is sta.ted that three peals in the same 
method, and containing the same number o f changes, were rung at 
Old S t. Chad's in 1762, 1769 and 1770 respectively, and, in the same 
old tower, a  peal of Grandsire Caters was successfully performed in 
1772. Mr. H olt’s celebrated peal e f  Grandsire Trip les seems to havte 
been rung fo r  the first time in our town at St. M ary ’s in 1776: a 
peal o f Treble Bob M ajor was rung at the Abbey in 178 3; in 1798 
a peal of Grandsire (cight-in) was rung at St. M ary’s. Our local 
society of change ringers must have been in good form a t th at date, 
for in the following year (1799) they succeeded in completing a 
peal o f Grandsire Cinquos at St. Chad’s rem arkably distinguished for 
its fine strik ing ; and in 1800 they Hirpa«sed themselves by the far 
moro difficult task of ringing a p£al of Oxford Treble Bob Maximus 
in the same tower.’

THE RINGERS OF CHEW.
AN OLD R H Y M E .

H ere’s a  health to Joh n Northcote,
And Jam es Rcndall, too,
They made a  new Sconch*
For the” ringers of Chew.
This new sconch was made 
For tb rise and to fall,
And the name of Joh n  Northcote 
Shall reign above .all.

T11 the year of 1804
This noble fine sconch
WTas brought into Chew Tower,
Which made all the ringers
Rejoice and to sing, -
H ere’s a health to Joh n Northcote,
And God save our King.

Tf a Gentleman calls 
This new sconch to see,
There’s 110 harm in treating 
Such ringers as we.
W e can ring Bobs and Singles,
Extrem es and true blues.
There’s no ringers can compare 
With the ringers of Chew.

Chorus:
Twinkle, dillo, Twinkle dillo, Twinkle dillo, dillo, dillo, dillo,
For he that loves a pretty girl Is  a  jolly good fellow.
*  Sconch =  sconce ?—a three-branched candlestick. Chorus is 

reminiscent o f the Sussex blacksmith’s song.
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S U N D A Y  S E R V IC E  TO U C H E S
E X E T E R .—On Sunday, December 15th , for evening service, at 

H eavitree Parish Church, a quarter-peal of Stedm an T rip les: J .  Sand- 
over 1 ,  W. Lethbridge 2, J .  Oke 3, T. Laver 4, W. Richardson 5, C. 
G lass 6, *F. J .  D avey (conductor) 7, W. Bedford 8.

STO N Y ST R A T FO R D .—At the Church of St. Giles, on Sunday, 
December 15th , for Confirmation service, a quarter-peal of Grandsire 
Triples (1,260 changes) in 46 m ins.: E . Y ates  1 ,  H. E. Tomkins 2, T.
C. Tompkins 3, E . C. Lam bert 4, W. Neale 5, W. W. Bonham 6,
H. C. Edwards (conductor) 7, T . Trazler 8.

B L E T C H L E Y , B U C K S .—On Sunday, December 15th , for morning 
service, at St. M ary’s Church, a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples 
(1,260 changes) : F . Vickers 1 ,  H. V . Sear 2, J .  Mead 3, A. Crane 4, 
J .  Marks 5, E . Marks 6, H. Sear (conductor) 7, W . Sear 8. Rung on 
the occasion of Mr. E . M arks’ golden wedding.

BE A C O N SF IE LD , B U C K S .—On Sunday, December 15tli, at the 
Parish Church, for Confirmation service, a  quarter-peal of Stedman 
Triples (1,260 changes) by the local band in 50 mins. : F . W. Buck
land 1 ,  Miss K . E . Fletcher 2, Miss D. R . Fletcher 3, H arry W ingrove
4, Jesse  Harrison 5, W . H. Fletcher 6, R . Buckland (conductor) 7,
F . Lamb 8.

SH E R B O R N E  A B B E Y , D O RSET.—On Sunday, December 15th, 
fo r evening service, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Doubles in 52 m ins.:
5 , Gallop 1 ,  VV. Laraber 2, D. Clothier 3, F . Price (conductor) 4, C. 
Vowles 5, J .  Ellis 6, P . K ing 7, H. Pope 8. This was the first quar
ter-peal ever rung 011 the Abbey bells by a local band, and it was 
rung as a compliment to the V icar (Canon S. H. Wingfield Digby) 
upon his election the previous day as chairm an of the North Dorset 
Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild.

W O RKSO P.—On Advent Sunday, a t the Priory Church, for even
ing service, a quarter-peal o f Bob M ajor (1,264 changes) in 47 m ins.: 
W. Brunt 1 ,  Miss Ethel Winrow 2, B. Sm ith 3, S. Jord an  4, S. 
W alker b, G. Hardwick (conductor) 6, H. Jord an  7, S. Eastland 8.

TOTTENH AM .— At All Hallows’ Church, on Sunday, November 
24th, a quarter-pcal of Bob M ajor: Dr. W . P. Roe 1 , H. A. B arn ett
2, W. J .  Ellis 3, C. T. Coles (conductor) 4, W. Dickinson 5, H. W.
H. Strickland' 6, H. E llis 7, E . A. Hull 8.—On Sunday, December 1st, 
a quartcr-peal o f Kent Treble Bob M ajor: *H . W. H. Strickland 1 ,  
*Miss P. Upsher 2, *W . J .  Ellis 3, H. A. Barnett 4, J .  G. Nash (first 
quarter in the method as conductor) 5, M. Fensom 6, N. Tomlinson
7, E. A. Hull 8. * F irst quarter-pcal in method.

F  B E R IN G , E S S E X .—On Sunday, November 17th, fo r Rem em
brance service, 1,024 Bob M ajor: S . Fisher 1, W. Keeble (conduc
tor) 2, C. J .  Rogers 3, G. H ayw ard 4, J .  C. Newman 5, F . Fluddcr
6, L . A. Clark 7, C. Button 8*

K E LV E D O N , E S S E X .—On Sunday, November 10th, for afternoon 
service, 720 Kent Treble B ob : F . Dale 1 ,  W. Keeble (conductor) 2,
G. Hayward 3, J .  Elliott 4, W. Elliott 5, C. Button 6.

M AIDS MORETON, B U C K S .—O11 Sunday evening, November 10th, 
half-muffled for the Armistice, 720 Bob M inor: C. E veritt 1 ,  E. 
Nicholls 2, H. Stopp 3, H. Jones, jun., 4, H. Jones, sen., 5, J .  Stopp 
(conductor) 6.

COMPTON M A R TIN , SO M ER SET.—On Sunday, November 10th, 
for Armistice service, at St. Michael and All Angels’ Church, a quar
ter-peal of Grandsire Doubles with the bells half-muffled in 45 m ins.: 
J .  House 1 ,  C. Field 2, W. Webb 3, J .  Tossell (conductor) 4, F . 
Tossoll 5, E . Tossell 6.

O V ER, CA M BS.—On Sunday, November 3rd, for morning service, 
720 Plain Bob: D. Adams 1 ,  H. Robinson 2, Wm. Bavin 3, R. 
Thoday 4, C. Robinson 5, F. W arrington (conductor) 6.

A V ER A V O N , GLA M .—On Sunday, November 3rd, for evening 
service, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples (1,260 changes) in 45 
m ins.: C. Hughes 1 ,  W. W illiams 2, W. Nurton 3, E . Stitch 4, C. 
Mathers 5, F . E . Stone 6, A. J .  Pitm an (conductor) 7, J .  
W eathersby 8.

C H A R IN G , K E N T .—On Sunday, November 3rd, for evensong, 1,260 
Grandsire Doubles in 46 m ins.: M. Johnson 1 ,  A. Waddington 2, W. 
Heiinikcr 3, W . Good 4, F . Good (conductor) 5, A. Foreman 6.

LONDON.—On Sunday, November 3rd, for the festival of * the 
harvest o f the sea*,’ at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East, City, a quarter-peal 
s>f  Stedman T rip les: T . H. Taffender 1 ,  A. F . Petrie (first quarter- 
pcal in the method) 2, E . J .  K ing  (conductor) 3, W . D. G rainger 4, 
J .  Waugh 5, F . W . Thornton 6, W. Rogers 7. E . J .  Brown 8. Also 
after morning and before and after evening service, touches of 
Grandsire, Stedm an, Treble Bob, Cam bridge and London Surprise 
Major were rung, in which Messrs. W. H ardy, T. W yatt, E . J .  Moye, 
A. Cutmore, G. Dawson, A. Prior, E . D. Sm ith, G. Cross, E. 
G arrard , W. Bullen, G. Card, G. Gilbert, J .  R . Gammon and W. 
Armstrong took part.

C IR E N C E ST E R , G LO S.—On Sunday, October 20th, for morning 
service, at Holy Trin ity Church, Watermoor, a quarter-peal of Grand
sire Triples (1,260 changes): F . J .  Lewis, jun., 1 ,  F . J .  Lewis, sen.,
2, A. W. Bond 3, H. C. Bond 4, H. S. Parsons 5, H. Lewis 6, W. H. 
H ayward (conductor) 7, F . Edwards 8. For evening service at the 
Parish Church, two courses of Grandsire Cinques: F . W. Bond 1 ,  F. 
J .  Lewis, jun., 2, H. L . Cook 3, A. W. Bond 4, F . J .  Lewis, sen., 5,
H. S. Parsons 6, J .  C. Eden 7, F . E . Collins (Crovdou) 8, H . C. Bond
9, H. Lewis 10, W. H. H ayw ard 1 1 ,  F . E d w ard s‘12 ..

THE BELLS OF ST. CLEMENT S
R IN G IN G  D E FE N D E D  AMONG N O ISE S OF LONDON.

The bells o f St. Clement Danes, London, have recently come 
under the lash of those who object to bellringing. One London news
paper gave great prominence to the complaint made against them, 
and the Rector, the Rev. W. Ponnington Bickford, who is one of 
the best clerical friends that ringers have in London, has spiritedly 
defended the ringing.

The ‘ D aily Telegraph ’ lias taken up the cudgels on behalf o f the 
bells, and in a  leading articles sa id :—

‘ The bells of St. Clement’s are famous, not only in the nursery 
rhyme, but in fact. Seven of the ten date from W illiam I I I . *8 day, 
and their music is sweet. Y et it appears that some of the few neigh
bouring residents object to their ringing. Bells, they think, aro to be 
unheard as well as unseen. Barristers poring over their briefs by 
lam plight are disturbed by the pealing from St. Clem ent’s spire. 
They do not share Trotty Veck’s awed adm iration for tho deep, 
strong melody that Dickens has described so well in “ The Chimes.”  
They have no sym pathy with the ancient aud peculiarly English a rt 
of change ringing which the Rector of St. Clement Danes has en
couraged at his church. Grandsires, Treble Bobs, and Plain Bobs 
are all equally abhorrent to them.

‘ There is no arguing with the indignant Tem plars who dislike 
church bells, but accept the roar of the street traffic as a m atter of 
course. It  may be suggested, however, that the evening peals which 
five Guilds of change ringers perform on Saturday afternoons and 
on occasional evenings at St. Clem ent’s arc so exceptional in modern 
London as to deserve encouragement rather than reproof. Travellers 
who have heard the nightly carillon in the towns o f Belgium  and 
Northern France often regret the silence of our London belfries, save 
for the Abbey. M any a good peal of bells, handed down from 
generations that delighted in their aerial melodies, hangs neglected. 
When there are enthusiasts who like the skilled team-work and hard 
exercise of change ringing, it would be a pity to deter them. Lon
don is noisy enough, in all conscience, but it would not willingly part 
with the bells of St. Clement’s .’

The Rector, writing to the ‘ D aily Telegraph,’ said : ‘ H aving re- 
ard to what has appeared elsewhere, I  think, in all fairness to our 
eautiful bells and to the public, it is due from me to say that I  

have had no complaints, written or verbal, from any resident of the 
Temple, excepting just one instance, which was settled most amic
ably, or from any o f his M ajesty ’s Ju d ges at the Royal Courts of 
Justice, during the nineteen years that I  have been Rector. On the 
contrary, when the famous peal was silent, some years before 1919, 
I  found that these renowned bells had so m any admirers, both fa r 
and near, that there was no difficulty whatever, in a very short space 
of time, in providing a new steel fram e, which had become necessary 
in order th at the London public could hear them again. The late 
Queen Alexandra set the bells ringing a fter this long period of 
silence, and the subscribers included some of his M ajesty’s judges 
and several residents o f the Tem ple.’

BISHOP AND RINGERS.
A visit by the Bishop of Guildford to Haslemere on Thursday, De

cember 19th, fo r the dedication o f an organ, which an anonymous 
donor has given to the Parish Church, provided an opportunity for 
a small but happy gathering of ringors who met there to pay the 
usual compliment due to a  prince o f the Church when visiting in his 
own diocese.

Several touches of Grandsire Caters were rung before and a fter 
the dedication service, the folloNving ringers being present: Messrs. 
A. Furlonger, B . Elliot, F . Bowden, R . Overy, J .  H. B. Hesse, W. 
Eldridge and R . H ayes, of the local band, Messrs. A. J .  B artlett, 
Chiddingfold, W. and R . Melville, A. H . Pulling and C. Hazeldcn, 
Guildford.

A fter the service, the Bishop visited the ringing chamber and ex
pressed his surprise and pleasure in finding a full company of ringers 
able to be present for a mid-week function. H is Lordship concluded 
by wishing the ringers every success and happiness in their work for 
the Church. A. C. H.

MISCELLANEOUS PERFORMANCES.
BURNHAM -O N-CROUCH, E S S E X .—A t St. M ary’s Church, on 

November 21st, a quarter-pcal of Bob Minor (1,260 changes) in 47 
m ins.: A. H. Stebbings 1 ,  T. Ringrose 2, S . Bigm ore 3, W. G. G rid
ley 4, H. S. B arker (conductor) 5, H. Stebbings 6. F irst quarter- 
peal on the bells by a  local band.

IC K LET O N , C A M BS.—On Thursday, November 14th, a t the Parish 
Church, a quarter-peal of Grandsiro Triples (1,260 changes) in 49 
m ins.: W. Smoothey 1 ,  L . L illey  2, P . Webb (conductor) 3, L. 
Flitton 4, R . Clements 5, G. L illey 6, W . Flitton 7, A. L illey  8. 
F irst quarter-peal by treble and 2nd ringers.

A P S L E Y  EN D , H E R T S .—A t St. M ary’s Church, on Wednesday, 
November 13th , two 720’s Grandsiro Doubles, each in 24 mins. F irst 
720: G. Palm er 1 ,  E. Picton (first on a working bell) 2, A. V. Good
3, R . Bruce 4, F . Tompkins 5, C. J .  Henley (conductor) 6. Second 
720: R . Bruce 1 , G. Palm er 2, C. J .  Henley 3, A. V . Good 4, F . 
Tompkins (first 720 as conductor) 5, E . Picton 6.
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N OTICES.
T H E  C H A R G E FO R  N O T IC E S of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 8 
words) "per insertion, with a minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  of ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ W o k i n g , S u r r e y .

‘ The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4/- per quarter.

A N C IEN T  S O C IE T Y  O F C O L L E G E  YO U T H S 
(Established 1637).— The subscription of is. 8d. which 
entitles members who have not met twenty times in the 
previous year to vote on matters of finance is now due. 
Meetings for practice will be held at St. M agnus’ on Jan. 
2nd, 16th, 30th; *St. Giles’ , Cripplegate, or the Coffee 
Pot on the 7th; St. Andrew’s, Holborn, 011 the 9th (8 
p .m .); *St. Paul's Cathedral on the 2 1s t ; Southwark 
Cathedral on the 23rd; at 7.30 p.m. '^Business meeting 
afterwards.—William T. Cockerill, Hon. Sec., Froding- 
ham, 32, Edgeley Road, Clapham, S.W .4.

BATH  AND W E L L S  D IO CESA N  A SSO C IA T IO N .—  
Frome and Midsomer Norton Deanery Branch. —  A 
special meeting, following the augmentation, will be held 
at Radstock on Saturday, Dec. 28th. Bells (6) available 
at 2 p.m. Divine service at 4 p.m. Tea 5 p.m.— R. T. 
Clark, Hon. Sec., High Street, Timsbury, Bath.

RA D STO CK , Somt.— Ringers’ opening day, Saturday, 
Dec. 28th, of the augmented peal of six hung with modern 
fittings in a new oak bell frame by Taylors, of Lough
borough.

T IL SW O R T H , Beds.— Dedication - of the recast and 
augmented peal of six peals hung with modern fittings in 
new cast-iron fcamework by Taylors, of Loughborough, 
is to take place on Sunday, Dec. 29th, at 6 p.m.

D U RH AM  AND N E W C A ST L E  D IO C ESA N  A SSO 
C IA T IO N .—The next meeting of the Southern District 
will be held at Stockton-on-Tees 011 Wednesday, Jan. ist. 
Bells (10) available from 2 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. Ringers 
requiring tea please notify me not later than the 30th inst. 
All ringers welcome.—J. T. Titt, Hon. Dis. Sec., 7 1, 
Surtees Street, Darlington.

BA TH  AND W E L L S  D IO C ESA N  A SSO C IA T IO N . 
— A quarterly meeting will be held at Long Ashton on 
Saturday, Jan. 4th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Evensong 4 
p.m. Tea and business meeting 5 p.m. —  J .  T. Dyke, 
Hon. Sec., Chilcompton.

L A N C A SH IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Blackburn Branch. 
—The next meeting will be held at Padiham on Saturday, 
Jan . 4th. Bells (8) available 3 p.m. Meeting 6.30 
p.m. A good attendance requested.— F. Hindle, Hon. 
Sec., 58, Anvil Street, Blackburn.

M ID LA N D  C O U N T IE S A SSO C IA T IO N .— Derby 
District.— The annual meeting for the election of officers 
for the ensuing year will beheld on Saturday, Jan. 4th, at 
the Cathedral, Derby. Bells (10) available from 2 p.m. 
till 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. till 8 p.m. Business meeting at 4 
p.m. in belfry. A good attendance is desired. Seats can 
be reserved and tea obtained at K ing ’s Cafd, St. Peter’s 
Street, on notice being given in the belfry during the 
afternoon. — George Freebrey, Local Sec., 8 1, Roe 
Street.

ST . M A R T IN ’S G U ILD  FO R  T H E  D IO C E SE  OF 
BIRM IN G H A M  (Established 1755).— The annual meet
ing will be held on Saturday, Jan. 4th, in the belfry of 
St. Martin’s Church. Business to commence punctually 
at 5.30 p.m. Bells available later.— Thomas H. Reeves, 
Hon. Sec., 136, Newton Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N . —  Bedford Dis
trict. —  The first meeting of the year 1930 will be 
held at Thurleigh (6 bells) on Saturday, Jan. 4th, at 3 
p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. Good bus service from Bedford.— 
Percy C. Bonnett, Stagsden, Beds.

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO CESAN  G U IL D .— Devizes Branch. 
— The annual meeting will be held at Devizes on Satur
day, Jan. 4th. The following bells are availab le: St. 
John’s (8), St. M ary’s (6), St. Jam es’ (6). Ringing from
2.30 p.m. Guild service at St. Jam es’ Church 4.40. 
Tea at 5, followed by the business meeting, in St. Jam es’ 
Parish Room. All ringers welcome.— F. Green, Branch 
Hon. Sec., 53, Avon Road, Devizes.

N O RW ICH  D IO CESAN  A SSO C IA T IO N . —  West 
Norfolk Branch.— A meeting of the above branch will be 
held at Dersingham on Saturday, Jan. 4th. Bells (6) 
available at 3 o ’clock. Tea and meeting in Parish Room. 
— W . J. Eldred, Hon. Sec., 4, Wellington Street, K ing’ s 
Lynn.

S U F F O L K  G U IL D .—A general meeting will be held 
at Framlington on Jan. n th . Bells available 2.30. Tea 
in Church Room at 4.30. Meeting follows. —  Drake, 
Ufford, Woodbridge.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N TY A SSO C IA T IO N  AND LO N
DON D IO CESAN  G U IL D .— South and W est District.—  
A meeting will be held at St. Andrew’s, Hillingdon, on 
Saturday, Jan. n th . Tower open at 3 p.m. The usual 
arrangements. Trams pass church. Everyone welcome. 
— Wm. H. Hollier, Hon. Sec., 29, Duke Road, W .4.

S O C IE T Y  O F R O Y A L  C U M B ER LA N D  Y O U T H S. 
— The annual general meeting will be held at St. Martin- 
in-the-Fields on Saturday, Jan. n th , at 4 o ’clock. Un
veiling of peal tablet by Rev. P. McCormick at 4.30. 
Meeting in Church House at 7. Tea will be provided to 
all who send me a postcard not later than Jan. 6th.—J. 
Sparrow, Sec., 5, Bandon Rise, Wallington, Surrey.

B R IS T O L  U N IT E D  R IN G IN G  G U IL D ’ S Ninth 
Annual Dinner will be held at the Grand Hotel on Satur
day, Jan. 18th, at 6 p.m. Tickets, 5s. 6d., now avail
able from Messrs. W alker (Birmingham), Tanner 
Weston), Hawkins (London), Grant (Bath), Austin 
Gloucester), all Bristol tower officials, or direct from the 

hon. sec., Edgar Guise, 39, Tankard’s Close, St. 
Michael’s, Bristol.

C L A Y B R O O K E , Leics.— Ring of 4, augmented to peal 
of 8 and hung with modern fittings in new cast iron frame 
by Taylors, of Loughborough, will be opened on Satur
day, Jan. 18th.

S IT U A T I O N S  W A N T E D .
G R O C E R ’S A SSIST A N T , 9 years’ experience, seeks 

situation; keen change ringer, 8 or 1 0  bells.— Box N,
‘ Ringing World ’ Office, W oking, Surrey.

P IA N O S in London (South of Thames), Kent, Surrey 
and Sussex ! A ringer is very anxious to obtain work for 
a number of certified blind piano tuners under his care. 
Anyone having a piano in need of expert attention please 
write to Box 1 P ,’ 1 The Ringing World ’ Office, W oking.
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FOR DISPO SAL...........................................
23 complete unbound volumes of * The Ringing W orld,'

25 rough bound volumes of ‘ The Bell N ew s,’ 1886-1910,
‘ Shipway’ s Art of R inging,’ reprint, ‘ English Bells and 
Bell Lore.’ (Thos. North, F .S .A .) , ‘ Moulton Church and 
its Bells ’ (S. Madge). The proceeds will be given to 
Ringers’ Fund. — R. K. Knight, 105, Hainault Road, 
Leytonstone.

HANDBELLS WANTED
W A N T E D , Handbells. Set for working girls' club. 

Poor Parish.— Communicate Rev. A. G. Lee, St. Benedict’s 
Vicarage, Everton, Liverpool.

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ AMONG T H E  B E L L S . ’—T he R inging C a r eer  of 

late  R e v . F. E. R obinson , M .A., Vicar of Drayton, 
Berks, Master of the Oxford Diocesan Guild. Part I. to 
X X . may be had singly at 6d. net. Unbound numbers
1. to X X . complete, 8s. 6d. Or the whole work bound in 
cloth for 1 os. 6d. net. From M r s . R obinson , Fair 
Home, Wokingham.

‘ G R A N D SIR E  D O U B L E S AND T R IP L E S , Simply 
Explained ’ ; also ‘ Bob Minor and Major, Simply E x 
plained,’ for beginners. 6Jd. each, post free; 5/9 a dozen 
post free; from I. Roe and M. Broome, 9, Lansdown 
Crescent, Bath.

WEDDING BELLS.
In honour of the wedding of Mr. J .  Stopp, of M aids Moreton, 

Bucks, and Miss D. Whitehead, which took place 011 Saturday, De
cember 7th, at Maids Moreton, a 720 Grandsire Doubles was rung by 
the local band, a fter the cerem ony: H. Jones, sen'., 1 , H. Jones, jun., !
2, C. Everett 3, W. Jones 4, H. Stopp (conductor) 5, T. Jones 6. 
Also 720 Oxford Bob Minor, a t Hemel Hempstead, 011 Thursday 
evening, Decemher 12th, in 26 mills., with tenor behind: F . Tompkins
1 ,  H. Gates 2, W. Shepherd 3, J .  Floyd 4, H. Holding 5, A. V. Good 
(conductor) 6, E . J .  Wynn 8.

MISCELLANEOUS PERFORMANCES.
E X E T E R .—A t St. David’s, for Confirmation service, on December 

l l t l i ,  a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples (1,260 changes) by St. 
D avid 's So ciety : W. Webber 1 ,  W. Lethbridge (conductor) 2, J .  Hop
kins 3, C. C arter 4, A. W. Scarle 5, F . G ardner 6, F . J .  Davcy 7, W . 
Bewes 8. .

M A I SK Y HAMPTON, GLO S.—On Thursday, November 28th, a 
quarter-peal of Grandsire Douhles (1,260 changes) in 45 m ins.: E. 
Sm ith 1 , J .  Hope (conductor) 2, H. Barnfield 3, H. Prophet 4, H. 
D ay 5, G. Peare 6. F irst quarter-peal since the 5th was recast, aud 
all six hung with new fittings and hall bearings. All are Sunday 
service ringers except the conductor.

CHARLES MEE,
STONE AND MARBLE MASON,

S P R O U G H T O N , IPSW IC H

P E A L  T A B L E T S
in Marble or Stone to any' design, also .
Ecclesiastical and General Masonry.
E  s t i m a t e s  F r e e

WM. POTTS & SONS, LTD.,
(ESTABLISH ED 1833), * 9

C a t h e d r a l ,  C h u r c h  a n d  T o w e r  C lo c k  
M a n u f a c t u r e r s ,

M a k e r s  o f  m a n y  o f  the la rg e st an d  m o s t  ImDOrtant C locH s 
in t h e  W o r ld .

C L O C K S  R E P A I R E D  A N D  D I A L S  R E S T O R E D .
A l s o  M a k e r s  o f  S M A L L  C L O C K S  o f  e v e r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  for  

a l l  p u r p o s e s .
Illustrated Catalogue, Specifications, Designs and Estimates on reqneai.

‘ T H E  G U ILD FO R D  C L O C K  W O R K S,'
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y ,  L e e d s . 

A n d  a t  5 6 ,  G R E Y  S T R E E T ,  N E W C A S T L E - O N - T Y N E ,  
a n d  19, D I C K I N S O N  S T R E E T ,  M A N C H E S T E R .

‘ ODDS &  ENDS OF GRAN D SIR E T R I P L E S ’
B e in g  m ain ly  an  explanation  o f  the n atu re  and 
w ork ing  o f  the Q sets in ord inary  ringing 

phraseology, w ith  one or  two other m atters .
Post free, 1 /3 , from

R e v . C. D. P. D A V IE S , KEM ERTO N . T E W K E SB U R Y

JOHN SMITH & SONS,
Midland Clock Works,
DERBY.

M a k e n  o f  Clocks and 
Chimes for  S .  P a u l ’s Cathedra l ,  

B ever le y  Minster , Se lby  A bb ey ,  T ru ro  
C athedra l ,  Thurles  C athedra l ,  T r in ity  College, C a m 

bridge,  B e l f a s t  Assem bly H al l ,  M agdalen  College , Oxford, and 
m any others in all part*  o f  the world to the la te  Lord  G r im th orpa ’f  
designs. E N Q U I R I E S  I N V I T E D .  E S T I M A T E S  F R E E .

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

(as illustration).
9ct. H ALL MARKED GOLD ..  30 - 
HALL MARKED SILV ER  ..  7 6 
G ILT  OR W HITE M ETAL .. 4/
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge-

Exact size

GEO. STACEY, S lv V HD
6 ,  PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

TOWER CLOCKS
BY THE —

W ORLD’S OLDEST MAKERS,

J. B. Joycc & Co., Ltd.
W H IT C H U R C H , S A L O P .

Established 1 6 9 2 .

Illustrated A rt Catalogue on Request.
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Change Ringing
—  BY —

Charles A. W. Troyte.
T H R E E  TO  E IG H T  B E L L S  

208 pages, with 3 illustrations. 
Cloth 3/6, post free 3/10. 

T H R E E  TO  S IX  B E L L S .  
Sewn 1/6, post free 1/9.

IN D IS P E N S A B L E  TO  A L L  R IN G E R S .

E X E T E R :
H E N R Y  S. E L A N D , 236, H IG H  S T R E E T

ALFRED BOWELL,
i p s w i c h

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

‘ ROPE-SIGHT,' 1*. lOd.; toventh ed.; 150 page*; treat* Plain Bob 
commencing on three bell*.

' GRANDSIRE,’ 2*. lOd.; leoond ed.; 204 page*, commencing on five 
belli, complete with the Thompion Chart*, etc.

STANDARD METHODS,’ 8th edition, 2a. lOd.
' BTEDMAN,’ 2a. lOd.; 275 pagoa, by the R « t . C. D. P. Dayiea, M.A., 

with an appendix by the late Sir Arthur Heywood, Bart., etc.
' TREBLE BOB,’ If. lOd.; aecond ed.; with appendix; 100 page*.
' SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2a. lOd. A new book by the Rev. 0. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contain* a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagram*, 126 pagea.

All po*t free, on receipt of postal order, from

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancashire

The Central Council Publications
to be obtained Post Free from the Hon. Librarian 1 
BEY. 0, W. O. JENKYN, Broadlanda, Oaversham, Reading 

s, d. 
GLOSSARY OF TECHNICAL TERM S ~  ~  8 
ROLES AND DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL AND AN 

ACCOUNT OF ITS W O R K  1 3 
COLLECTION OF PEALS—S b c i io n  I (Odd-Bell Treble

Dominated Methods) — —      1 6  
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Suction II (Plain Bob and 

Doable Oxford Bob) ...       _  1 2 
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III (Double Norwich) 1 6 
COLLECTION OF PLAIN MAJOR & CATER METHODS 1 9 
CORRIGENDA LEA FLET, showing false peals, the set 

of three  -  2 
REPOPT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B: . . .  6 
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS3IN.THE CARE AND USE 

OF B ELLS  .. l j

“ The World’ s Best Bellropes”
PR O V ED  IN T H E  R IN G IN G  O F T H E  

W O RLD’S  REC O R D  PEA L.

NOTED FOR RASY HANDLING & NON-STRETCHING.

CLOCK AND CHIMING RO PBS. 
F L B X IB L B  ENDS, SPLICIN G  AND R E P A IR S.

ri JOHN PRITCHARD.Price Lisi
o f th* 26, Sw an Street,

Sola M aker. L O U O H B O R O U a H .

Established over a H U N D RE D  Y EA RS.

Suitable fop Presentation
OR WEDDING GIFT.

Correctly Modelled Bell Inkstand ( R a « d .  D e s i g n )

I n  S o l i d  S i l v e r .

L a t e s t  R e d u c e d  P r i c e s .
Diameter z£in, 2fin . 3 j in .  3 j in . 4m . 4^in. 5m. sjin. 
Price ... 15/6 19/6 26/6 32/6 42/- £52/6 65/- 84/

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges.

T F  I Jeweller • L *  r v  U  O  O  L  L L j  and Optician,
T e l .  2 76 . WOKING

JAS. E. GROVES,
CHURCH BELL 43- Malvern Road 
„  .   Handsworth, 
HANGER, *  Birmingham

All the latest improvements In Bell Hanging, Ball anJ Roller 
Bearings. Everything for Bells supplied.

METHOD-SPLICING
A Key to the New System of Ringing.

Price 1 /3  (post free) from ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o p ld  
R in g in g  W o r l d  O f f i c e ,  W o k i n g

F o r t y - E i g h t  P a g e s  o p  I n s t r u c t i v e  M a t t e r .

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbrrtge Praia, Ltd., Guild
ford, and Publiihed by The Rolla House rubliahing Co., Lt4L» 
Bream’* Buildingi, London, B.O.


