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MuUsiIC’ IN MAJOR METHODS.

A writer in the recently published ‘ Surprise Methods
makes the following' statement in regard to ‘ music ' in
change ringing: ‘ With the tenor turned in, if we can
bring ourselves squarely, honestly and impartially lo fare
the question, it is difficult to see how we can fairly use i'u
epithet “ musical ” in any true sense of the word. Cer-
tainly some rows are less unmusical than others. But
this is not saying much. The only salvation of even-bell
ringing is an absolutely even beat, with punctilious keep-',
ing of leads. Otherwise, all rhythm is gone, and no one
can tell where the rows begin or end. No. The writer
at least is fain to confess that real “ music ” is con-
spicuous by its absence in even-bell ringing.” On the
question of striking everyone will agree; on the question
of ‘ music ' most ringers, we think, will violently dis-
agree. It is true that ringers who seldom ring even-bell
methods often see no beauty in the rhythm of ringing
with the tenor-in, but those who are accustomed to even-
bell ringing can find a great deal of music in it. The in-
dictment of even-bell ringing from the ‘ musical ' stand-
point will not, of course, perturb the Exercise, but those
who appreciate Major ringing will rub their eyes to read
the opinion that *a row ending in 8, 2 is no worse than a
row ending in S followed by any other bell, and in the
row before and after it, if we have 2, S, the tenor is last,
the row is a musical one, and it matters not which bell
is in 7th’s.” This, surely, is diametrically opposed to all
present conceptions, for if there is one thing which is
aimed at by modern composers and demanded by con-
ductors it is peals without the second with the tenor.

Another point on the subject, mentioned in this new
volume, with which modern ideas are not altogether in
accord, is that Cambridge Surprise is a *hopelessly un-
musical method.” This was the opinion expressed by the
late Sir Arthur Heywood, but the condemnation of Cam-
bridge on this score and on the more serious ground of its
irregular construction, has had no effect on the practice
of the method. Cambridge has supplanted Superlative
in popular esteem, and, we think, for more than one rea-
son ; not only is the * work ' more varied, and therefore
more interesting, but it is realised that the music is not
so abominable after all, in comparison with the sister
method. There are very few peals of Superlative in which
the 2nd is less with the tenor than in the 5.056 of Cam-
bridge, and we are rather surprised that the old prejudices
against Cambridge should have been expressed without
modification in a work published at this period.

Although having no connection with the *music ' of a
method, there is in the new book considerable condemna-

(Continued on taee 162.)



162

Telephone
SMETHWICK, No. IS.

Telegraphic Address:
‘BELLS, SMETHWICK.'

N\

Bellfounaers,

SMETHWICK, BIRMINGHAM,

BELLS

FOR ALL PURPOSES

RINGS OF BELLS, Any Number

RECASTING AND REHANGING OF
EXISTING RINGS,
Also AUGMENTATIONS,

IRON, STEEL OR WOOD FRAMES, !
AND STOCKS,
ROLLER BEARINGS,

CHIMING APPARATUS,

ELLACOMBE CHIMING HAMMERS,
Etc., Etc.

CHIMES FOR CLOCKS,
BELL ROPES AND ACCESSORIES.

inquiries Respectfully Solicited.

EST\B LISHED 1760.

JOHN NICOLL.

Church Bell Rox>e and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti-
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Linooln, Durham, Peter-
orough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin. Bt. Patrick’s,

Manchester, Durban, and Worcester Cathedrals, et«., efcs.

Mufflers, RiDging Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

THE RINGING WORLD.

March 18th, 1927

lion also for a structural feature which is described as
' backhanders,” meaning places made at back and hand,
instead of hand and back strokes. To the purist London
Surprise may be structurally ‘ lamentable ! by reason of

backhanders,” but this form of place making does not
affect the interest in the ringing’; and without it we should
have no method like Bristol, which, in the opinion of <x-
perls, is capable of producing- more 1 musical ' changes
in a peal than any other method in the Surprise class.
There is a little difficulty in * Surprise Methods ' in ascer-
taining whose views one is reading on these subjects, but
they are hardly compatible with the opinions held lo-dav
bv most of the experienced practical ringers accustomed
to even-bcll ringing.

TWELVE BELL PEALS.
LONDON.
THE LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
(Late tub St. James' Society.)

On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Three Hours and Forty-Nine Minutes,
At the Cathedral Chdrch of St. Saviour. Southwark,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5007 CHANGES;
Tenor 50 cwt.

Author J. Neale JE— =1 o] [ George A Card . 7
Thomas H. Taffender ... 2 Jeffery R. Gammon ... 8
John H;Cheesman 3 Harry Mance s, ij
Francis E. Dawe 4 Thomas Groombridge, sen.io
John S. Goldsmith 5 James George ...
Herbert E. Audsitey 6 Edward D. smith

Composed by T. T. Gofton. Conducted by Thomas H. Taffenper
* First attempt for a peal Oll 12 -bells.
SHEFFIELD, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
(Shefpield District Society.)
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Three Hours andTiii) ty-Onc Minutes,
At the Cathedral,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5005 CHANGES;
Tenor 40 cwt.

«Colin Harrison ...Treble Jsidney F. Patmer ... ... 7
TMrs.J. Cotterill ... .. 2 Sidney Briggs . .. 8
tJamus Cotterill _ 3 §M aorice W ilson m 0
Albert H. W ard 4 Harotd Naylor ... 10
A. Percival Knights 5 Haydn Thorpe.. m 11
Arthur Knights 6 John T horpe ...Tenor

Composed by Arthur Knights. Conducted by corin Harrison.

*  First peal of Cinques as conductor and tho first attempt, t First
;)mil of Cinques ami run" at tile iirst attempt. 'J 200th peal for [lie
Yorkshire Association. § First peal of Stedman. Rung as a lirt
birthday anniversary compliment to the grandson of the 3rd rinir .
First peal of Cinques in which a lady has taken part for the Yorkshire
Association. Quickest peal of Cinques on the bells.

TEN BELL PEALS.

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, March 7, 1927, in Three Hours and Feur Minutes,
At the Bell Foundry Campanile,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5019 CHANGES;
Tenor 6 cwt. 2 gr. 13 Ib. in B.

James Pagf.tt e TEDIE | M ajor 3. H. B. Hesse 6
Leonard H. W hitehead... 2 Pryce Taylor 7
Harry Morgan 3 James S. Hotchby .. 8
W atter P. W hitehead ... 4 Frederick A. Satter .. 9
Edward R. W hitehead ... 5 eRichard G rant.... --1€nor

Composed and Conducted by w ar1ter P. W hitrhead.

*  First peal of Stedman Caters. Rung on the anniversary of the
wedding ot Mr. and Mrs. Pryce Taylor, also as a birthday compljniein
to Mrs. R. Grant, wife of the ringer of the tenor. The band wish i°
thank Mr. and Mrs. P. Taylor, who, at the conclusion of peal,
tained them to supper. The ringer of the treble hails from Derby, 2im.
4th, 5th and tenor Leicester, 3rd from Gainsborough, 6th H.islnwre,
7th and 8th Loughborough, and 9th from Nottingham.
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SOUTHOVER, LEWES, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday March 12, 1927, it Thru Hours ami Twenty-Two Minutes,
At thk Chorch
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB ROYAL, 5000 CHANGES;
Tenor 17 cwt. 1 gr. 20 Ib.

of St. John-thb-Baptist.

Robert J- Dawe ...Treble <Chartes W. Prayer 6
*George H. Shoker........ 2 W ittiam YVenban 7
Frank Bunnett ... 3 Herbert Markwell S
Keith Habt ... 4 Atfred J. Tcrner .. o9
Reginald E. L\mbert ... 5 John Dearlove. ...Tencr

Composed by Cornelius C harge Conducted by Frank Bennett
First peal of Treble Ten.
MANCHESTER.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, iu Three Hoars and Eighteen Minutes,
At the Cathedral,
A PEAL OF GRANDS'ilUi CATERS, 5004 CHANGES;
Tenor 275 cwt.

"S. Jones ...Treble <A Ridyara 6
*H. W itson 2 W. C. Bridgford 7
B. Thorp . . ... 3 R. Ravenscroft, jon. 8
W. E. Ssaunders .. 4 W. W. Woirstencroft .9
S Holt i, 5 R. F. Witriams [E— V| (o] g

Composed by Arthur Knights. Conducted by A. Ridyard.

- First peal of Caters. First peal of Caters on the liells since they
were rehung by Messrs. Gillett and Johnston. The conductor's 50ti
peal. The tenor man was re-elected a member of tho Lancs Asso-
ciation before starting, ho being a former member of the Manchester
police band at the Town Hall. This was the second attempt for the

BEDDINGTON, SURREY.
THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Three Hours and One Minute,
At the Chorch St. Mary,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB ROYAL, 5000 CHANGES;
Tenor 20J cwt. in E flat.

of

Frank E. Darby . Treble Alfred J. Boll 6
Frederick G. W ocodiss ... 2 D aniel Cooper ... 7
Alfred J. Trappiit 3 «Frank E. Corke e 8
Mifs Frbaa E. Or r . 4 Frederick E. collins 9
Charles W. Roberts 5 Charles H. kKippin ... ...Tenot

Composed by Henrv Haley. Conducted by chas. H. Kippin.
5 First peal of Royal. Quickest peal of iRoyal upon the bells.
NORTHAMPTON.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, inThree Hours and Twenty-Seven Minutes,
Chdrch Giles,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5007 CHANGES;

At the of St.

Tenor 25 cwt. in D.
W itliam Rogers ....Treble Frank Rollings 6
George Basford 2 "Harry Pettett L 7
Fred Hopper 3 Thomas R. Hensher ... S

W alter Sear . 4 Harry Sear PR VA . 9
Chartes W. Birda . .5 Alfred Monk
Composed by E. P. Haywara. Conducted by w i1

First peal of Stedman Caters. Mr. F. Hopper has twice rung each
bell in this tower through a peal, and is the first to do so.

iam Rogers.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.

BRISTOL.
GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
On Saturday, Match 5. 1927, in Two Hours and Forty-Six Minutes,
At the. Chdrch of St. Andrew, Clifton.
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;

THE RINGING WORLD.

Haley's Variation.

Mrs. W ilkins . .Treble
TA. E. Parker 2
w. H. Thomas e 3
"W. H. Parker - 4

Tenor 13 cwt.

H. B. Bert ... . 5
J. R. JONES ... 6
R. clark . 7
L. Tanner ... Tenot

Conducted by R Crark.

* First peal of Stedman.
Vr. IL Thomas and L. Tanner.

Rung as a birthday compliment to Mis.
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ABERAVON, GLAMORGANSHIRE.
THE SWANSEA AND BRECON DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Monday, March 7, 1927, in | hree Hours and Six Alinures,
At the Chdrch of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 16 cwt.

v ITEDIE Ernhst Stitch -
2 Frederick E. Stone .. 6
W alter Norton 3 Albert J. Pitman 7
G. W ittiam Hollis. . 4 Gwyn I.*Lewis ...Ter.or
Compose} by A. J. Pitman. Conducted by E. Stitch.

* First peal and first attempt. A birthday peal for tho ringer of
4tli. Thanks are due to the tenor ringer who voluiitt“.-red at the last
moment.

"Cyril Mathers
Cyril Lake

LONDON.
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
On Monday, March 7. 1927, in Two Hours and Forty-Eight Minutes,
At the of All
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 15 cwt.

Chorch Saints, W andsworth.

Thorstans’ Foor part.

Herbert Langdon .Treble Ernest E. Bish ... — 5
Loo IS ATTWATER..... 2 John L. W atkins . w6
Thomas J. Holloway .3 W ittiam S. Langdon e 7
Harry R. Passmore ... 4 W ittiam G. G ray ...Tenor
Conducted byHerbert L angdon.
CHESTER.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD
On Monday, March 7, 1927, in Three Hours and Six MiniCi:.
At the Chdrch of St. Mary-within-the-W alls,
A PEAL OF LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR, 5184 CHANGES;
Tenor 14 cwt.
Robert Sperring .Treble | James Swindiley....
Henry W. W ilde 2 IGeorge R. Jones 6
John H ayes; 3 ]Jambs Morgan L7
Albert J. Hogues 4 I Samoel Jones, jon . Text

Composed by F. Dench. Conducted by Robert Sperring.

A. 1. Hughes' 150th peal.

BEDDINGTON,
THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.

SURREY.

(St. Mary's Society, Beddington.)
On Wednesday, March 9, 1927, inTwo Hours and Fifty-Four Minutes.
At the Chdrch of St. Mary,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Heywood's Transposition of Thorstans' Foor-part.
Tenor 20J cwt. in E flat.

Treble

eFrank Jennings Alfred J. Trappitt

‘Edward G. Talbot. 2 Frank E. Darby...
Alfred Arnold .3 Chartles H. Kippin
«John F. Galyer [T John AV e ry ..

Conducted by Chartes H.
* First peal of Stedman Triples. Rung as coinilig-0l-age

Kippin.

*mpii-
ments to two members of the local society, viz.,, Frank E Duu v and
Thos. G. Bannister.

KIDLTNGTON, OXON.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thursday, March 10, 1927, in Three Hours and Thirteen Minutes,
At the Chorch of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Carter’'s Variation of Parker's Twelve-part. Tenor2jAcv.t.

.Treble

"Albert H aNcox E dgar Bennett... J— 5
fFRANK R. Coombes 2 [ack Jod g e e ... B
Cyril Bennett..... 3 W atter F. Jddge e 7
IFrank Toffrey e 4 W ittiam H. Thorne... ..Tenor
Conducted by w arter F. Jodge.
* First peal, t First of Grandsire Triples. Rung, by tie local

band, with the bells muffled as a tribute of sincere respect for the late
Mr. F. Webb, a ringer at this tower for the lust forty years, during
the last fifteen of which he was foreman, and who was laid to rest
on this date.

STANSTED, ESSEX.—On Wednesday, March 9th, at St. Mary's
Church, a quarter-peal of Stedman Triples (1,260 changes) : G. Jordan
1. H. Watts 2, T. .lordan 3, W. Prior 4, W. T. Prior 5, T. Watts 6,
F. Bird (conductor) 7, J. Prior 8.
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L<ILGHBOItOUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Wednesday, March 9, 1927, in Two Hours and Thirty-Five Minutes,
At the Bell Foundry Campanile,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Washbrook’'s Variation ok Thurstans"'.

Tenor 6 cwt. 2 gr. 13 Ib. in B,

James Pagett i Treble Thomas ATKins . 5
Chartes R. Belton .. 2 James S. Hctchby e, 6
W atter P. Whitehead ... 3 Frederick A. Salter T
eLeonard H. W hitehead 4 IW. Arthur Skinner Tenor

Conducted by W atter P. W hitehead.

* 25th poal of Stedman Triples. + First peal in the method and
first attempt.

BLACKBURN.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
(Brlackburn B ranch.)
On Thursday. March 10.1927. inThree Horns and Five Minutes,
At the Cathedral.
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 15 cwt. (approx.)

Frederick Hindle

Vicars' Six-part.

... Treble

*Arnold Talbot.......

W ittliam Briggs 2 Arthur Tomlinson e
JohN Sanderson 3 W ittiam E. W itson .. 7
Thomas W ilson . .4 John Lofthouse

Conducted by w it1iam E. W i1son.

* First peal. Rung to commemorate the enthronement of, and as
a welcome to, the Right Rev. Percy Mark Herbert, M.A., D.D., the
first Lord Bishop of Blackburn.

CHIPPENHAM, WILTS.
GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Three Hours and Eleven Minutes,
At the ok St. Andrew,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANGES;
Tenor 21 cwt.

C hurch

Thomas Davison  .oeeees Treble w irtriam C. W est  .eeeneen. 5
Ernest Truman 2 W illiam Bolwell c
Sidney W iltshire 3 Sidney Hillier. .7
Jesse F rancis 4 Fred Lambeth ... Tenor

Composed by Jonn W. Barker. Conducted by Fred Lambetn.

* First peal of Treble Bob. Run" half-muffled to the memory of
Mr. William Hulbert, secretary of the local band, who passed away,
after 11 long illness, on tho previous day.

CRAWLEY, SUSSEX.
THE WINCHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Three Hours and Twelve Minutes,
At the Church ok St.John-the-Baptist,

A PEAL OF GUILDFORD SURPRISE MAJOR, 6088 CHANCES;
Tenor 13}.cwt.

“George EN1is iiiinnns Treble W ittiam J. Robinson ... 5
«Oliver Sippetts 2 eWilliam T. Beeson ..
John T. Scott 3 Clarence H. Dobbie

John A.Cole .. .4 Atfred H. Putting.oe.

Composed by G. Lindof¥f. Conducted by A. H. Purting.
First peal in the method and first in the method on the bells.

LON<TON. STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORD AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION.
Saturday. March 12. 1927, in Three Hours and Seven Minutes,
At the Church op St. John,

A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR,
Tenor i6i cwt.

5088 CHANGES;

Ernest Landon cnn. Treble Thomas Hitditch we 5§
Robert G. Lewis 2 Arthur W. Harl ... 6
T homas Hurd ... 3 Albert Crawley 7

Crawley ... 4 Charles H. ...Tenor

Composed by W. Hud-on. Conducte! by charirs H. Page.

This peal was first nuig at Lane End, Stalls, which is hotter known
now as Liington, and wa- rung 01l these bells on May 13tli, 1816, con-
ducted by tile composer. This is also the first peal of Major rung on
the bells since that date, and also the first peal since 1908. It was
rung as a farewell and birthday peal for Frank Rose, a ringing mem-
ber of Stoke-ou-Trent tower, who sailed for Bombay Oll the previous
day, also as a birthday peal for the treble ringer.

Frederick H. Page
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MARSDEN, YORKSHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday. March 12, 1927, in Three Hours and Thirty-Two Minutes
At the Parish Church,

A PEAL OF LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR, 5088 CHANGES;
Tenor 26 Cwt. 2 gr. in D flat.

Ernest Cutseorth.. Treble  percy J.Johnson . 5
W itliam B ibby ... 2 Thomas B. W orsley .. g
«John E. Bibby 3 Titus Barlow ... y

fJOHN W ilkinson . ::Tenor
Composed by G. Lindorr. Conducted by E. Jenkins.

* 100th peal together, t 100th peal. First peal of Surprise on
the bells. It is 23 years since Hr. P. J. Johnson rang a peal of London.

MAIDENHEAD, BERKS. ~
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

(East Berks & South

4

*Edward Jenkins

Bucks Branch.)
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Three Hours and Fourteen Minutes,
At the Church of All Saints,
A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR. S088 CHAMCES!
Tenor 17! cwt.
....Treble

Boyne Hill,

"W ittiam E. Taylor.. Jesse Eldridge

IArthur Martin 2 Harry W ingrove 6
W itrtiam H. Fussern ... 3 G eorge Martin 1
"Thomas Goodchild ... 4 W itliam Henley ... Tenor

Composed by N. J. Pitstow. Conducted by A rthur Martin.

* First peal of Superlative. t First peal of Superlative as con-
ductor. Rung in honour of the wedding of Mr. William Walker (a
ringer at the above church for over 30 years) to Miss L. Woodley,
which took place at Newbury the same day.

WEST MALLING, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Two Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Holt's Original. Tenor 12 cwt.

Frank Tucker George Pound 5

J. L. Harris... * 2 W itliam Sloman 6

Frederick Leason 3 Louis Head . I
4 W ittiam J. Day . ...Tenor

Conducted by Frederick Leason.

First poal as conductor and first attempt. First peal by the linger
of the 6tli. Rung as a birthday compliment to the daughter of tho
ringer of the 2nd.

MITCHAM, SURREY.

THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Two Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes,
ok SS. Peter and Paul.
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 16 cwt.

At the Church

Heywood's Variation.

W ittiam H. Joiner

............ Treble Jonn L. W atkins
Percy E. Jones ... ... ... 2 Albert Calver...
John Beams ... W ittiam S. Smith
Eugar Hancox “James H. Lucas ... Ttnor

Conducted by w it1iam S. Smith.

* First peal of Stedman. This peal was arranged for Messrs. Han-
eox, Jones and Lucas, of Uxbridge, who were elected members of the
above association.

OTLEY, YORKS.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Three Hours and Three Minutes,

At the Church of AIll Saints,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 17 cwt.

Parker's Six-part.

Harry Foster ...Treble william E. Ash 5
Joseph Broadley 5 2 Ernest H. Simpson 6
Thomas B. Kendall.. 3 Frederick W. Dixon.. 7
G eorge Barraclough ... 4 Arthur Trotter Tenor

Conducted by Frederick W. D ixon.
This peal was rung with the hells half-muffled as a tribute ol re-

spect to the lute Charles Ralph, for over 60 years a ringer ai tin?
church. .
HANLEY CASTLE.—At the Church of St. Mary, on Tu.-=di>\

February 15th, 720 Hob Minor: W. Halford (first 720) 1, F. Hawke.-*
2, J. Rowlatt 3, F. Lawrence 4, C. Allen 5, J. Lawrcnce (conductor) o
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PULFORD, CHESHIRE. SIX BELL PEALS
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. '
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Three Hours and Seven Minutes, FRAMPTON-ON-SEVERN.
At the Chdrch of St. Mary-the-Virgin. OG;?USESLEbR AND EF;;S_TOTL DLOCESAZ'FASS?'A,\TA!ON-
A PEAL OF LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR, 6184 CHANGES; n saturday, FebruaryJ, +In Two Hours and Forty-Five Minutes,
. At the Chdrch of St. Mary,
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. io Ib. i
“Harrv E. Holdin Treble George R. Jones 5 A PEAL OF CRANDSIRE & ST. DUNSTAN’S DOUBLES, 5040 CHANCESI
Y 9 e Being 10 six-scores of Grandsire and 32 of St. Dunstan’s, each called

Henry W. Wilde 2 John Hayes 5 .

Albbrt J. Hdghes... 3 Robert Spbrring 7 E H i dlll;flerently.

James H. Riding . 4 Samuel Jones. ;on ... Tenot R;zszt‘ GZ")‘/""”S ...Trez e (P;esogrtgeGCe)(:(r:g:rl—c:ast:.r']"g.;" 45'
Composed by F. Dench Conducted by Robert Sperring. Leslie Barry .. g Ralph Hazell

* First peal in the method. First in method on the bells.
RINGWOOD, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Three Hours and Five Minutes,
At the Chorch of SS. Peter and Pacl,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Thorstans' Fodr-part, Tenor 19 cwt.

Conducted by Leslie Barry.

NETHERSEALE, DERBYSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Two Hours and Fifty Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. Peter,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Being seven 240's of A. J. Pitman’s arrangement, five 240's of L. C.

George Williams ~Treble A. F Martin Stewart .. 5 Morns' arrangement, and 18 original six-scores. Tenor 11J cwt.
Harry Badger -2 Frederick W. Rogers ... 6 Ronald H. Dove ..Treble Joseph Slade
Frederick A. Burnett ... 3 Frank Blondf.ll ... 7 "Frank Bodlstridge 9 Joseph W. Cotton
William E. Cheater .. 4 Ernest J W hitfield -.Tenoy  william E. Clayfield ... 3 Percy Gri.ce
Conducted by George Williams. Conducted by Joseph W. Cotton.
OfiDHAM, LANCASHIRE. * First peal inside. First peal as conductor.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. CRANFORD. NORTHANTS
On Saturday, March 12. 1927, in Three Hours and Three Minutes. THE PETERBOROUéH DIOCESAN GUILD
At the Parish Chdrch of St. Mary, (Kettering Branch))
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANGES; On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Two Hours and Fifty Minutes.
Tenor 11 cwt. At the Chdrch of St. John,
*
V. Sykes . ~Treble  S. Srore 5 A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
J. Lbes . .2 H. Barlow.......... m 6 Bei diff t 720" T 9 1 2 1b
S. M. Botterworth .3 R. Greenwod ... T €ing Seve.n fiteren os enor = cwt. 1 ar. )
F. Lawton.. 4 C. H. Marsland... Tenor '|\=Ar_anksLlevlvlnTh.a......f.:...i.&..Treble |Fred Pen_n .................................. (
Composed by J: Thorp Conducted by R. G reenwood. uC .ISESdWya\rldaBerrit;zleIe ; ‘geoohbnelr_tev(\;mBlat.:.l.(. ........ Tegor

* First peal in method. Rung as a compliment to the new Vicar,

Eev. .E. R. -Mackintosh, also as a birthday compliment to Mr. J, Lees. Conducted by Robert G. Black.

* First peal on six bells, t First peal and first attempt. All the
BOLSOVER, DERBYSHIRE. ringers with the exception of tho conductor belong to the local band.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

(Sheffield District Society.)

Onh Saturday, March 12. 1927. in Two Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes, HANDBELL PEAL
At the Parish Chorch, COVENTRY.
A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES; THE WARWICKSHIRE GUILD.
Tenor 14J cwt. On Tuesday, March 8 ,1927, in Two Hours and Forty-Six Minutes,
Wittiam Lambert__ ..Treble Charles Mason 5 At 45, Engleton Road, Radford,
John Holman 2 ‘Harold Kent . 6 A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5067 CHANGES;
T homas Bettison ... 3 John H. Brothwell e T Tenor size 15 in C.
Edward Robbins v 4 John Flint.....iinn Tenor  cronk E. Pervin oo 1-2 1" Joseph H. W. W hite . 56
Composed by chartes H. Hartorsiey. Conducted by John Flint Frank W. Perrens ... 3-4] Hobert G. Sdmmers 7-8
* First peal 1l the method. John Taylor e, 9-10
NORTHOWRAM, YORKSHIRE. Composed by J.E. Groves. Conducted by Frank W. Perrens.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. 100th peal. A birthday compliment to F. E. Pervin.
On Saturday, March 12, 1927, in Three Hours and Thirteen Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. Matthew, TREBLE BOB MAJOR SPLICED.
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5008 CHANGES;
Tenor 15 cwt. 23456 BY & 7 (FZ’;TMVCN' H
Arthdr Bairstow ..Treble w it1iam Barton @ ' G '
William Ambler L2 Joe Greenwood ... 52643 Kt. 2 2 OxX. 2
Verney Bairstow e 3 John Ambler e T 43025 1 2 Kt. 2
Thomas Senior 4 . Albert Jaggbr ... ..Tenor 2+563 Ox. 2 2 Kt. 2
Composed by George Lewis. Conducted by Wllllam Barton 32651 Ox. 2 1 2
; i 54326 1 Kt. 2 Ox. 2
Ringors of treble and 3rd hail from Denholme, 2nd and 4th from 53064 Kfc 2 2 1
viueensbury, 5th and 7th from Pudsey 6th and tenor are members of 64235 " 1 2 o 2
tno local company. 35246 1 5 K)t(' 5
64523 1 ox. 1
B I I 26345 2 2 Kt. 2
e 453%  ox. 2 2 Kt 2
1 2 . 2
MADE OF BEST ITALIAN HEMP. gg?éé Kt, 2 2 8;( 2
G R ~a t r ed uction s This composition contains 2,528 changes of each method, having the

. i . i i method changed 18 times in the peal and at least once in every course.
Kindly write for Prices. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Estab. 1780. Start Oxford, change to Kent at first, lead-end (treble in 1-2). Change
back to Oxford lead-end after last bob Wrong, and snon as shown in

DAVID MAXON, ROpe Wo rks, Grantham (he calling. In the fifth course the method is changed to Kent at the

'Phone 203. lead-eml after the bob Middle.
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RINGERb' RALLY AT CROYDON.

All secrota! a - of county associations, diocesan guilds, anti ringing
association* a" invited to send me as soon as possible the numbers
of those who intend t« accept the invitation to Croydon Foundry on
Saturday, April 2nd, to inspect the world's largest carillon (53 bells,
the largest w« ighing 10 tons) for the Canadian Houses of Parliament,
Ottawa; the nill.xl of 35 bells for Princetown University, U.S.A.: tho
recast bells f'.t Coventry Cathedral; sundry ringing peals, etc.

'Ringing at t rovdon Parish Church and St. Peter’s, Croydon, during
tlie afternoon. e

Invitation t «< at 5 o'clock; social at 8 p.m.

CVRII. F. JOHNSTON,
(Gillett and Johnston).
Croydon.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION.

A monthly si. ing was held at South Kirby on Saturday, March
12th, when the following towers were represented; Barnsley, Darton,
Dartield, Ark-, v. Aekworth, Cawthorne, Crofton, Sandal, Folkirk,
Wath, and a good muster of the local company. The bells were ringing
with slight, intervals from 3 p.m. to 840 p.m. in a great variety of
Minor methods. Tea was kindly provided at the Rose and Crown Inn
in a very welcome manner, and was duly appreciated and enjoyed by
the visitors. -

The busine-- meetiug was held in the belfry, Mr. J. W. Moxon,
president, being in the chair. Two new members, Messrs. George
Dean and Robert Webster, were elected, and it was decided to join
in a combined meeting in June with the Southern Division of the
Yorkshire Asocial inn, Sheffield and District Society, and Barnsley
and District Association. n

The next monthly meeting is to. lie held at Penistonc.

A hearty vote of thanks was passed to Rev. F. G. Grecnstrect,
Vicar, also churchwardens aud members of local company.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
DEVIZES BRANCH.

The monthly meeting of the Devizes Branch was held at Bishop's
Laviugton on Saturday, March 5th. Unfortunately the weather was
very wet and, iu consequence, the attendance was small. The usual
Guild service was held, conducted bv the Vicar, the Rev. P. Sexty.
Tea was provided n tin- Bishop's Lavington Sports Club Hall, to
which 19 sat down.

After tea, a short business meeting was held, the chairman ot' the
branch, Mr. C. D. Heginbothom, presiding.

With reference to South VVraxall bells, the Chairman stated he had
sent a letter to the local papers, and had heard nothing further about
the matter.

The Chairman also brought forward the advisability of having a
representative of the Guild on the Bishop’s Advisory Committee, in
the event of any alterations or repairs being done to the bells in the
diocese.—A discussion followed, but no vote was taken on the matter.

Mr. S. J. Hector, Trowbridge, suggested the advisability of arrang-
ing for combined practices on the ten bells at Trowbridge.

On tin proposition of the Chairman, seconded .by Mr. S. J. Hector,
it was decided for the secretary to write a letter of congratulation to
Mr. H. Brownlee West, of Devi7es, a former secretary of the branch,
and now one of the vice-presidents, on the occasion of his diamond
wedding, which was March 2nd.

The Chairman reported the receipt of a letter from the secretary
of the All Cannings Bell- Restoration Committee thanking the branch
for the subscription sent, also one from the Rev. S. M. Davys, Vicar of
Urchfont, aud Rural Dean, slating he had decided to give a collection
once a year for the funds of the-branch, and also to hold a service
for ringers at Urchfont once during the year.

On the motion of the Chairman, the Vicar was thanked for the u«e
of the. bells and for conducting the service, also the organist. The
Rev. P. Sextv, i:i reply, said how pleased he was to welcome the branch
to Bishop’s Lavington, and also expressed regret that the local ringers
ware prevented from coming to the meeting in consequence of illne«s
and other causes. He said how much he appreciated the work the bell-
rirgers did for the church, who, although they were not seen at their
work, like the choir who appeared in their robes, yet their services
were none the less Teal. He hoped the branch would soon hold another
meeting there.

Ringers present, included Mr. J. T. Dyke, Cliilcompton (hon. secre-
tary of the Bath and Wells Diocesan Association), aud members from
Devizes (St. John’s and St. Mary's), Southbroom, Potterne, Trow-
bridge, Bratton. Rowde, Holt, Bishop's Lavington, Market Lavington,
Erlestoke, Bradford-on-Avon and Bromham.

Touches of Grandsire and Stedman Doubles, Plain Bob and Kent
Treble Bob Minor were rung during the afternoon and evening.

Bishop's Lavington Church is a beautiful and interesting building,
and includes work of the late twelfth and the thirteenth, fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries. The Dauntsey Chapel is built on the south
aisle, and the Beckett Chapel on the south side of the chancel. The
hells are a light ring of six and were cast by James Wells, of Ald-
bcurne, Wilts, in 1810.
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BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

The annual meeting of the Dunster Deanery Branch of the Bath and
Wells Association w.is held at Timberscombe recently, when
nearly 70 members were present. The towers represented were: Mine-
head, Dunster, Carliamptou, Old Cleeve, I'orlock, Selworthy, Wootton
Courtenay, Exford, Withypool, Winsford, Exton, iDulverton, and Tini-
herscombe. The clergy present were the Rev. T. S. Dawson, Carhainp-
ton (chairman of the branch), H. .H. Bell (Timberscombe), A. P.
Lance (Wootton Courtenay), It. A. W. Newman (Withypool), H. P.
Boulton (Exton), and J. C. L. fsard (fllinehead).

Several of the members on their arrival found their way to tho
belfry chamber, and touche's were rung on the eight bells. Ringing
continued until 4.15 p.m., when the customary service was held in the
church. It was conducted by Mr. Bell, anti the choir were present.
Lady Constance Ryder presided at the organ, the Rev. T. S. Dawson
read the lesson, and the address was given by the Rev. R. A. W.
Newman.

Tea, kindly provided by the Parochial Church Council, was served in
the schoolroom, and afterwards the chairman of the branch expressed
on behalf of the members their appreciation of the hospitality accorded
tlu'm, of the excellent tea, and of the kindness of the ladies who had
attended upon them, and moved a vote of thanks to this effect, which
was seconded and carried with hearty applause.—The Rev. H. H. Bell,
responding on behalf of the ladies and Church Council, voiced the
pleasure which they at Timberscombe felt that the ringers should have
come there for their annual meeting, especially now that they had
their full octave of bells, of which they felt, very proud. Referring to
the address which Mr. Newman had given at the service, Mr. Bell
-aid ho had given them a very high ideal of what ringers should be.
They could help very much to buiTd up church life in the parish.

Before entering upon the business meeting, uie company spent a fey
pleasant minutes listening to a very capable performance on a peal
of handbells by Mr. A. Bryant, a young member of the Old Cleev
band, and, as was evident, a keen enthusiast in this respect. He rang
first a course of Bob Triples, which elicited a storm of applause ana
some warm words of appreciation from Mr. G. Stacey (hon. secretary
of the branch) and Mr. Bell. As an encore, he rang a course of BoS
Major, and his tapping performance again brought another hearty

.round of applause.

The first business of the annual meeting, over which Mr. Dawsop
presided, was to receive the annual report and accounts for 1926. Th#
annual report, which Mr. Stacey read, stated that there had been an
average attendance of 50 members at the four meetings held during
the year. Thanks were due to tho clorgy and the Church Councils of
the places visited, viz., Dunster, Selwortliy, Exford, and Dulvorton, for
the welcome extended and for providing teas free. The branch had
made thirty new performing members and two honorary members,

.bringing the total membership for th? deanery up to 190 (applause).

Several members were falling behind with their subscriptions, and un-
less they paid up there would be a reduction of members for another
year. ‘' We have to congratulate Timhcrscombc,’ continued the report,

on their having added two new trebles, making an octave of the peal,
also Old Cleeve band on their ringing their first peal of Triples with
the aid of a conductor only.” The report concluded with a word of re-
gret at the loss, through departure from the district, of the Rev. H. G.
McTaggart, Rector of Monksilver.

The statement of accounts showed receipts totalling £7 19s., of which
£6 was transmitted to the diocesan secretary.

On the motion of (Mr. G. Atkins (Minehead), seconded by Mr. H.
Holloway (Dulverton), tho report and accounts were passed.

The Rev. T. S. Dawson was re-elected chairman, and 'Mr. G. Stacey
lion, secretary, both being heartily thanked for their services to the
branch.

( iMr. W. A. Hawkins was reappointed hon. auditor, and Mr. W. Hoyle,
who iia« done excellent work in teaching bands on. Exmoor, was elected
Ringing Master, Mr. .T. Farmer offering to retire in his favour.

Mr. H. Phillips (Timberscombe) was re-elected representative to the
Diocesan Committee.

Several new members were proposed and elected, viz., Rev. A. P.
Lance (honorary), and Messrs. E. Calloway (Monksilvor), H. Perry, T.
Powell. W. Sawyer (Exfortf), Gregory and Crockford (Wootton
Courtenay), G. French (Dulverton), W. Bowden and F. Milton (Withy-
pool), J. Summerhayes (Dunster), T. Elford and E. Hooper (Tinibers-
combe), and J. Foster (Porlock) as ordinary members-

Minehead was selected for next meeting. Votes of thanks were passed
to the Vicar of Timberscombe, tho Parochial Church Council, organist,
and the blower at the service, Mr. Newman for his address, the ladies
who helped with the tea, and everyone who had helped to make the
meetiiig so successful.—Hearty applause endorsed the thanks, which Mr.
Bell acknowledged. Thanks were also accorded to the chairman and
the retiring officers, and afterwards there was further ringing, touches
of Stedman and Grandsire Triples and Bob Major being brought round.

BEGINNERS IN DEVON.

At Bradninch, Devon, on Friday, March 11th, a quarter-peal of
Grandsire Doubles: J. Elsworthv 1, B. Grater 2, F. 1IW. Glanville 3,
E. C. Edwards 4, R. Harris 5, G. Thresher 6. The ringers of Ist and
2n<i belong Tiverton, the rest are members of the newiy-forrucd local
band, who have only been studying change ringing during the last
six months.
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ENCOURAGEMENT (?) OF LEARNERS.

To the Editor.

IJimi  Sir,—I1, too, can agree with the remarks of Mr. James H.
Hali - and .Mr. Percy Amos in recent issues of ‘ The Ringing World.’

In South-West Middlesex there are certain ringers whose sole idea
oi 'inging is to visit periodically certain towers for quarter-peals Ol
Sumia.vs and peals on week-days. All they require on these visitations
i- apparently a local man to ;*ing the treble and another the tenor,
hut on practice nights (if a practice is held at all) these ringers are
conspicuous by their absence. How, then, | ask, can such ringers be
.aid to be promoting the art?

Progress, in my humble opinion, should be,judged by the capabilities
of local bands as a whole, but in looking round this corner of Middlc-
mx what do we find performed by the locals for Sunday service? As
Kit as | can ascertain it is more or less as follows: Sunbury, Hampton
Feltham, Staines (St. Mary’'s), Uxbridge, Harmondswortli, Harling-
toii, Norwood Green, Isleworth, Brentford and Chiswick, all ring call
change- or have 110 ringing at all; Twickenham, Grandsire Doubles
hi call changes; Staines (St. Peter’s) and Hounslow, Grandsirc Triples;
11 'ton.' Stedman; Acton and Ealing (St. Mary’s), Kent Treble Bob;
Hillingdon, Grandsire Caters.

There > evidently much room for improvement, both in quality and
quantity of ringing, and | would suggest to our association that we
had much less quarter-peal ‘stunting’ and a little more interest
taken in 'lie practices at the various towers. Even for Sunday service
ringing, learners might be helped to struggle with the inside work if
tlii' »!der ringers would only attend the belfries regularly and put
their hacks into the teaching.

‘ROBEKT SINGLE.

BARROW=UPON=SOAR CHURCH BELLS REHUNG.

The peal of five bells in the tower of Holy Trinity Church’; Barrow-
on-Soar, Leicestershire, lias just been reining by John Taylor and Co.,
and Li>t Thursday the peal was informally reopened. A few ringers
from Loughborough met the local band iu the tower, and several well
struck six-scores of Grandsire and Stedman were rung, everyone being
<klighted with the ease with which the bells go.

I hf tenor bell is 14 cwt., and the peal is now hung on modern prin-

ciple. with hall bearings, and the local ringers were amazed at the
wonderful difference between the old heavy going and the present
smooth-running peal, as the bells can now almost be rung by a silk
cord.

THE RINGING WORLD.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

NORTH BUCKS BRANCH.

A quarterly meeting of the North Bucks Branch was held at Swan-
bourne ou Saturday, March 5th, but owing to the inclement weather
tho attendance was very pool' and very much below the usual average
of the meetings of this branch. The object of visiting Swanbournc
was to get the tower into union with the branch. The local ringers
met the members and also attended a'short service conducted by the
Vicar (the Rev. J. R. C. Forrest, R.D.). Tea had been provided for
rather more than those that attended, so a little deficit had to be
made up.

After tea was over, the 'Secretary (Mr. W. Sear) explained the
object of visiting Swanboume, and regretted that owing to the weather
so small a number was present, but he hoped that the local ringers
would become members of the Oxford Guild, as it was essential that
interest should bo maintained from the ringers’ point of view, and
that they should support the ringing organisations.

The Vicar said that he was pleased to welcome the North Buck'
Branch to Swanbourne, and promised to assist all ho could. Ho said
that he would become an honorary member that day.—The local
ringers present agreed to become members, after having a meeting
with a view to taking up change ringing. The Secretary promised that
he would assist them all he could after their tower had come into
union with the branch.

The Tinging was not by any means up to the usual standard owing
to the shortage of members, but good work was done amongst the
local men, and several were put through 120 Grandsire Doubles, which
left a favourable impression, and facilitated the object for which the
meeting was held. A very welcome, but unexpected, visitor in the
person of Mr. J. H. Shepherd, of Swindon, appeared 0!l the scene, and
thereby enabled one or two more touches of Bob Major to be accom-
plished. The Secretary proposed the usual vote of thanks to the Vicar,
ringers and persons responsible for the catering, which brought 1l in-
teresting meeting a close.

LONDON SURPRISE BY DEVON GUILD.

On Thursday, February 3rd, 720 Loudon Surprise Minor was rung
at Stoke Damerel Church by members of tho South West District
Branch of the Devon Guild, conducted by iW. G. Hiscott (first 720 of
London as conductor).—Ou Thursday, March IOtli, 720 London Sur-
prise Minor; E. W. Marsh 1, W. Wonnacott 2, H. Tippett 3, W.
Rundle (conductor) 4, W. G. Hiscott 5 T. Myers 6. First 720 of Lon-
don as conductor by W. Rundle.
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

Messrs. Gillett and Johnston are supplying a chime of ten bells
(tenor 7 cwt.) for St. James’ Church, Selby, to commemorate the
diamond jubilee of the church, 1867-1927.

The rededication of the restored ring of ten bells at St. Giles’ Cam-
berwell, last week, was marked by extraordinary scenes of enthusiasm
on the part of tho parishioners. The great church, which seats 1 7Q0
people, was crowded to excess, and hundreds remained outside’ to
near the bells.

The officials of the London County Association took part in the pro-
cession, in which the Mayor and Corporation of Camberwell, ami
various parochial organisations also took part. Tho dedication un-
performed by the Bishop of Southwark.

'I(;h?: bells have been rehung in entirely new fittings by Messrs. Taylor
an 0.

It was unfortunate that services at St. Martin's-in-the-Fields pre-
vented the celebration last Monday of the two hundredth anniversary
of the first peal on the bolls.

On March 22nd, 1734, a peal of 6,876 Grandsiro Caters was rune at
New College, Oxford. On the same day, in 1802, the Royal CurfSjer-
lands rang a peal of 7,104 Treble Bob Maximus at Southwark

The first peal of Bristol Surprise was rung at Brighton on Mare'i
22nd, 1901.

Ninety years ago next Wednesday Elijah Roberts ‘ tapped’ his
great length of 19,440 changes of Treble Bob Maximus, beginning it
nineteen minutes past four in the morning and finishing at four
minutes past five in the afternoon.

The first recorded peal of Reverse Bob Major was rung at Harriet-
sham, Kent, on March 23rd, 1751, conducted by James Barham.

On the same date in 1783, 5,020 Old Double Caters, ‘ being the first
peal ever rung in that method,” was achieved at Fulham by the Col-
lege Youths, who on March 24th, 1784, rang 5,160 Doublo Twelve-in
at St. Bride’s, Fleet Street.

Apropos a peal rung at Wortley in honour of a certain interest-
ing event, it wasn't dear old Uncle Joe who has got hung in an ' iron
flame’ and tuned on ‘ Simpleton’s principle.l Oh, no; but he sends
hearty congratulations and best wishes for a long and happy life lo
his namesake. May he complete tho ' Sixty Course-ends,' is Uncle's
wish for him.

Saturday, March 19tli, is the Feast of St. Joseph, and \w> wonder
if it will be so for eight of them at TBrum.’

In the report of the handbell peal of Bob Major rung by the Cam-
bridge University Guild on Ash Wednesday, arid reported last week,
fo- Rev. R. Woolley (Cains) read R. v. d. R. Woolley (Cains'.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
NORTH AND EAST DISTRICT AT HOMERTON.

A meeting of the North and East District of the Middlesex County
Association and London Dioccsan Guild was held on Saturday last at
St. Paul's, Glyn Road, Homerton, which church has a light peal of
six bells, perched high up in a tower built almost entirely ot wood,
right over the centre of the main building. Although the attendance
was not up to_tlie usual average, some good practice was obtained,
and several of the local ringers took part in touches of Grandsire
Doubles and Bob Minor.

A short service was held at 5.15, when the Rector (Rev. G. Andrews)
gave an interesting addr&s on bells and their origin.

After tea, the usual business meeting, presided over by Mr. F. A
Milne, was held, at which five members were elected, including four
of the Homerton band.—The Hon. Secretary (Mr. C. T. Coles), in pro-
posing their election, welcomed them into the association, saying that
it was a pleasure to find them renewing their allegiance to tho society,
of which the Hoinerton band had once before been an important part.
Ho hoped they would be loyal members, and find that the association
would be a great help to them.

The Hon. Secretary announced that the annual general meeting
would be held at All Saints', Poplar, on April 23rd, also that he had
roccived a letter from Messrs. Gillett and Johnston, who invited the
members to a ringers' rally at the Croydon Foundry on April 2nd lo
celebrate the completion of the greatest set of bells in tuc world—
the carillon for the Victory Tower of tho Canadian Houses of Parlia-
ment at Ottawa. Particulars would bo sent to all towers, and lie
hoped that members would advise him as quickly as possible of their
acceptance of the invitation.

The tower was again visited, arid more good practice was obtained,
the ringing during the day including touches of Grandsire ami Steil-
man Doubles, Plain and Kent Treble Bob and Cambridgo Surprise
Minor.

INSTRUCTION

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—With reference to your leadin'? article in *The Ringing

World ' of the 4th inst., re instruction book for beginners, would t

bij possible for the Central Council to get out a book of this sort, the

cost of production being subscribed for by the different Guilds and

associations, and then supplied at cost price to those who require
them?—Yours faithfully,

BOOKS.

B. COOK.
Bratton, Wilts.
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"SURPRISE METHODS.’
THE COMPLETION OF THE SNOWDON SERIES.

Tim publication of *Surprise Methods,” which we have recently
noted in these columns, completes the work begun by Jasper W. Snow-
don fifty years ago. It has been a long time to wait, and, useful as
the book will be to students, we are afraid that it has lost some, at
least, of its value by. the long delay. The Minor methods, to which the
first part of the book is devoted, have been anticipated by the Central
Council’s collection, which, exhausts the field of six-bell ringing, ami
tile Major is limited to the four popular methods, with the addition of
Ipswich as an alternative to Cambridge, which, although fully dis-
cussed, is condemned root and branch.

The subject throughdut is dealt with in an interesting and instruc-
tive manner, as one would expect from such able writers as the late
Mr. William Snowdon and the Rev. C. D. P. Davies. The former con-
tinued and amplified the earlier writings and notes by his lamented
brother, and the Rev. C. D. P. Davies, who did so much in regard
o0 ' (irandsire ' and ‘ Stedmau,’ has, at the request of Mrs. Snowdon,
carried the work to a conclusion.

Apart from the instructions for ringing the methods themselves,
there are skeleton diagrams of all the methods dealt with, instructive
chapters 01l proof, and interesting facts of history with tabulated lists
of tlie known peals of London and Cambridge rung up to tho year 1900
and of Superlative up to tho year 1893. After these dates, the peals
rung became so numerous that it was impossible to detail them, and,
sis they nro recorded in the columns of tho ringing press, there was
110 need; but we think it rather a pity space was not found to record
the progressive lengths in the methods, up to the date of the publica-
tion of the 'book, as was done with other methods in the series. The
result is that we have no mention of the eight and nine thousands of
Superlative, the fourteen thousand of London, and the thirteen and
fifteen thousands of Bristol. Curiously, the 12,896 of Cambridge in
1923 is recorded and the composition is given, so that there can have
been no objection to dealing with the other methods in the same way
on the ground of the limited scope of the book. If another edition
is printed, probably this omission will be remedied.

The compositions which are given arc mainly historical, and, in
view of the vast choice which is now open to conductors in all sthe
methods except Cambridge, this was perhaps a wise line to lake, for
a selection of modern peals would have been either unrepresentative
or too large for practical use. The new publication will be welcomed
by all ringers who desire to study tho Surprise methods, for it brings
together in one volume instructive and valuable information about a
number of methods which have not hitherto 'been extensively dealt
with in this manner.

m  Published by Mrs.
2s. 10d. post free.

Laura Snowdon, Cartmel, Lancashire.

APPLETON ANNIVERSARY.
THE BELLS REHUNG.

The 109th anniversary of the completion of a ring of six bells iu tho
Appleton Tower was held this year ou Saturday, March 5th. The
tower now holds ten bells, as all tho world knows, and visitors from
various parts enjoyed some good ringing Oll them during the day.

The firm of White, which was responsible for hanging the bells
originally, has recently carried out some skilful work in the tower,
with the result that the bells now go better than perhaps they have
ever gone, in this connection it is interesting to note that the ninth
bell is still on the same bearings on which it has swung for over a
hundred years.

Mr. Holifield, the senior member of the band, has also renewed the
appearance of the ringing room and of the many and interesting
peal record boards.

The company present sat down to a good dinner at the Thatched
Tavern (so called because it never was thatched) at 4.30.

In response to the toast of ‘The Appleton Society of Change
Ringers,” proposed by the Master of the Oxford Diocesan Guild (Rev.
C. W. 0. Jenkyn), Mr. Holifield mentioned that Appleton owed its
first ring of six to the lord of the manor, who by this gift sought to
propitiate the angry villagers for having deprived them of much of
their common land.

The feature of the evening's entertainment was, as usual, the tune
ringing ou ‘ Appleton born ' handbells by the five brothers White, also
" Appleton born.” Altogether, it was one of the most enjoyable of
many such ‘ March the Fourth days.’

BEGINNERS QUARTER PEALS.

At Christ Church, Dore, Sheffield, 0l Sunday, February 27th, for
matins, in 48 mins., a quarter-peal of Bob Major: Miss Marjorie
Holmes 1, Miss Jessie Davenport 2, Miss Molly Davenport 3, A. S.
Robinson 4, W. Bingham 5, N. Short 6, R. E. Johnson 7, J. E. Lewis
Cockey (conductor) 8.—For evensong, in 47 mills., a quarter-peal of
Grandsire Triples: Miss Marjorie Holmes 1, Miss Jessie Davenport
2, A. 8. Robinson 3, Miss Molly Davenport 4, W. Bingham
5 N. Short (conductor) 6, T E. Lewis Cockey 7, R. E.
Johnson 8. First two quarier-peals by Miss Marjorie Holmes (age 13).
First two quarter-peals on an inside hell by Miss Jessie Davenport
(age 14). First quarter-peal on the tenor by Ronald E. Johnson (age
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FORTY YEARS ON.
A REMINISCENCE.

It may not be known by many of the younger generation of ringers
that a great record was set up at tho Goosu and Gridiron, a then
famous establishment in St. Paul's Churchyard, Loudon, on Friday,
March I1ltli, 1887. when Holt's Original was rung lion-conducted In
2 hours 39 mins. by the following members of tho Ancient Society >f
College Youths:

John Christopher Mitchell

Walter H. L. Buckingham

Challis F. Winney

George T. McLaughlin .
Umpires, Messrs. William Baron and George Wlld of the Royal Cum-
berland Society, Messrs. John W. Rowliotham and Frederick T. t'iover
of the College Youths.'

The footnoto says: 'The striking was faultless throughout, aud the
peal was rung without conducting, no signal being given during the
performance and in the presenco of competent, judges, who pronounced
it a masterpiece of intellectual ringing. This is the second non-con-
ducted peal rung in hand.’

The first was Brooks’' Variation of Stedman Triples on March Iltli,
1854, in 2 hours 41 ruins., by tho following members of the St. James'
Society:

John Cox
William Cooter
Henry W. Haley
Matthew! A. Wood
To celebrate the 40th anniversary of Holt's Original, a most enjoy-
able evening was spent on Friday, March Iltli last, when Mr. aud
Mrs. Mitchell, at their Streatham home, right royally cntevtain;"l
Messrs. Buckingham, Winney, Rowbolham, Newton and Cockerill.
After a sumptuous meal, touches of Grandsire and Stedman Triples,
Hob Major and Stedmau Caters were rung on handbells, interspersed
with conversation on bygone topics.
As the guests were leaving, hopes were expressed by the worthy host
and hostess that a similar gathering may celebrate the jubilee.

RAILWAY CO. PRESENT A PEAL BOARD.

UNVEILING AT SIHILDON.

On Saturday, March 12th, an interesting ceremony look place n
tho belfrv of St. John's Church, Shildon, Durham, the occasion being
the unveiling of a peal board, which had been erected in the belfry lu
commemorate a pea! of Kent Treble Boh Major rung for the centenary
of the rallway on July 4th, 1925, the ringers being all in the service
of the L.N.E.R

There was a good namber of ringers present from Darllngton,
Stockton, Bishop Auckland, and members of the local band, and a
number of ladies who take an interest in church work (including tin
belfry) were also present. The Vicar«(the Rev. H. IS Watts), in an
interesting address, referred to the use gf bells; firstly, the miniature
bells worn on the garments of priests in the ancient times; secondly,
the handbells’; and, thirdly, the large bells hung in the tower, show-
ing that the bell for ages has been used as a call to service.

Mr. W. Kirkup, an official of the L.N.E.R., then unveiled the peal
board, and the dedication of the board and new furnishings to tho
belfry was performed by the. Vicar. During the afternoon and even-
ing, touches of Kent and Oxford Treble Bob Major, Grandsire and
Stedman Triples, and Bob Major were rung.

The new furnishings include linoleum and centre carpet, both '
beautiful design, which gives tho spacious and previously well-Ki‘pt
belfry a vastly superior appearance. The cost has been defrayed by
a lady church worker. Tlie peal board was given by the L.N.K.R.
Company.

ST. SIDWELL'S SOCIETY, EXETER.

St. Sidwell's (Exeter) Society were entertained to supper at tile
Church Institute by the Rector (Rev. H. Lanyon Owen), on Shrove
Tuesday. The company included the Rev. L. G. Rees (curate), Messrs.
Hellier and Yeo, churchwardens, E. Shepherd and C. Pinter, ex-
churchwardens, and Mr. Laxton, chairman of Uio Mid-Devon Branch
of the Guild.

After an excellent repast and ‘'The King' honoured, the Rector
expressed his great pleasure in being with his ringers again, and
hoped as long as he was Rector to continue this annual social evening
and to join them on their summer outing.—Returning thanks, Mi. [I.
Shepherd said the ringers were very loyal to their church, aud by their
diligence had becomo one of the leading bands in tho city and county.

Songs were rendered by the Rector, Messrs. Hellier and Hunt, a
course on the handbells by Messrs. How, Richardson, Drake and Shep-
herd, and a humorous reading by Mr. Yeo.

Tho Rector presented -to the Society a curious old handbell, inscribed
‘Manor of St. Sidwell, 1824, and hoped they would keep il in the
belfry, which Mr. Richardson acknowledged and promised to keep
as an interesting relic.—Mr. Shepherd considered lliis bell was used
when the fairs were held in Sidwrll Street over a century ago.

A toast to *The Visitor*,’ to which Mr. Laxton replied, and the
singing of ‘ Auld Lang Svne’ concluded a delightful and harmonious
evening.
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DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD. INSTRUCTION OF BEGINNERS.
PROSPEROUS CONDITION. To the Editor.
The annual meeting of Dudley and District Guild 01l March 5th Sir,—Mr. J. P. Armstrong’s letter in your issue of the 11th in-:.
drew 1 i'irge assembly of ringers to St. Thoma-' Church. A short following your editorial, is also ' good as far a- it goes,” but it does 1101

-erviee was conducted by the Vicar (Rev. Canon A. H. Phelips). He
ba.-ed an excellent address on the words *And the daughter ot Zion is
let: 11- a cottage iu a vineyard, a* a lodge in a garden of cucumbers.’
These strange words, he .-i;d, referred to one of those towers which
used to be built when the vine was cultivated, so that a man could
go up and see what was going on in the vineyard, and detect any
tie-passing or -tealing. This lodgo or tower was a picture of many
w ttie tower.- in which the bell- were rung. How many lonely towers
there wire in the area of their own association! Netherton Church
tower wa* lonely and isolated. The church was lodged on the top of
u inil, and it could lie seen from miles around standing up anove
everything else. Sedgley, King's Norton, and other towers in the area
might 1” described as being lonely—Ilike * lodges in gardens of cucum-
let-." The towers themselves were often very lonely and shut up from
the rest of the church. The tower of Worcester Cathedral appeared
almost :ice a separate church, and towers like St. Thomas' had to bo
approached from the outside. In one sense, the life of the ringers
must 1)- 1 lonely one while in their towers, because they were cut off
from the rest of the building. There must be times when they felt

that ti< were a part by themselves. They, however, must remember
that th’ were parts of one large whole ministering to the whole body
of tin riiurch, and serving God and their follow-creatures. Their life

in the ; . r was part of the spiritual life which they wero living in

their own w*ay, each of them working for the glory of God, yet with

a unity which could not fail to have gratifying results. Very heartily

he welcomed them that afternoon in trie old mother church, and hoped

tliev w.c. ] go awav with new aspiration for their future efforts.
OFFICERS RE-ELECTED.

The annual meeting was held in one of St. Thomas' schoolrooms.
The president of the Guild (Canon A. H. Phelips) occupied the chair,
and « supported by Mr. Harry Mason and Mr. Hugh Watson (vice-
presidents) and the officials of the Guild.

After :t substantial ten, provided by funds subscribed by members
of St. Thomas' congregation, and admirably served by a contingent
ot Indies, the hon. secretary (Mr. Herbert Sheppard) presented a
report m Inst. year's activities. Ho said the membership had increased,
and financially the Guild was still in a prosperous condition, the
balance .11 hand in February last being £10 4s. 3id., compared with
£7 16-. r’>d in the corresponding month last year.

Mr. Mason congratulated the officials and the members on tho very
favourable report and balance sheet, and these were afterwards unani-
mously adopted.

Canon Phelips was again appointed president.

The v: e-presidents were re-elected, and the Vicar of Rowley added
to the existing number.

At th - point Canon I'helips had to vacate the chair to keep another
appointment, and was succeeded by Mr. Mason, who proposed that
Canon Phelips be accorded a Yote of thanks. He (Mr. Mason) for
many years Jiad been coming to meetings at Dudley, and could assure
them the members of the Guild always had » very hearty reception
from Canon Philips, whose smiling face it was always a pleasure to
see. (anon Phelips bad not only conductcd services in the church,
but did everything ho could to make their meetings a success.—The
proposition was unanimously carried, and Canon Phelips appropriately
acknowledged it.

Mr. .1 Goodman, jun., was re-elected Ringing Master, Messrs. F.
Kvsni- Sedgley) and T. Justice (BiUton) lion, auditors, and Mr. S. .1
Hughes hon. treasurer and Central Council representative. Mr. H.
Sheppard was re-elected hon. secretary.

Mr. Sheppard expressed appreciation of tho continued confidence of
the members, and the business ended with a vote of thanks to all who
had iu any way contributed to the success and enjoyability of the
proceedings.

OVER SIXTY YEARS A RINGER.

IX.itli -las recently claimed one who for 62 years gave of his best
in tin cause of ringing. The passing of Mr. Frederick Hancock, of
Eckington, Derbyshire, leaves a gap which will be hard to fill. Learn-
ing to ring at the age of 17, he acquired a reputation for being always
al hi- post, and early, thus setting an example worthy of all men,
particularly ringers, who depend so much on each other.

Though his ringing capabilities were chiefly confined to the treble,
hi- wa- :i safe man in that position. The records he leaves behind
show that he spared neither time nor pains iu following the art. It
was not until two years ago, when his wife died, that it became notice-
able that lie was breaking up, and his bereavement certainly left its
mark upon him. It was not, however, until October, 1926, that he
failed t appear at his post in the belfrv, for while he could just
hobble and walk, with one hand on the wall, he continued to make his
appearance. His nerve and sight then failed him; the old hero was
compelled at last to hand over his charge to others, in the hope that
they would keep the old bells ringing.

WIiST GRINSTEAD, SUSSEX.—On Thursday, March 10th, 720
London Surprise: V. Turrell 1, F. Turrell 2, G. Warnett 3, V. Goaclier
(first 720 ill the method) 4, G. Steele 5. W. Denman (conductor) 6.

go far enough.
There is only one place to learn the practical side of ringing, and

times table '—parrotwise; he does what he is told to do.

To continue Mr. Armstrong's analogy, it is not sufficient to teach
the child to know ‘ twice ten are twenty." Show him that, given two
piles of ten, when counted straight through make twenty, anil In-
application of'‘common sense will help him to discover what three pile,
of ten are equal to. Interest him in tho reason why, and if In =
keen he will go 0ll. Granted, he must be taught how to count on-
wards first, and here is your ‘ practice.’

Generally speaking, instructors are not good, theoretically. As an
instance, the recent articles published 0l *splicing.” wherg i® #ns
assumed that a man is ignorant of the method of tracing the pith of
a bell through the course, from the figures of the first lead, a detailed
explanation being given, immediately to be followed with the lead-ends
of a 720, without a word of explanation as to how these were arrived
at. Either the former was unnecessary, or the latter a sad omission.

Mr. Armstrong’s strictures on ‘ The Ringing World,” again are good
mas far as they go,' but how far? The. editorial comment is pertinent,
but (please forgive me) beside the point; instruction of the amateur
is required, and not the practical gardener, which, rightly, In- con-
tends is hardly the work of a newspaper.

We must not lose sight of the Editor's point of view. He nnm
cater for everybody—the more for the majority of his subscriber-, the
less for tho minority (space for number). If more peal-space sends
up his circulation, then he is justified in increasing it. He is unable
to please everybody, and, naturally, the majority win.

Having attained the maximum for the majority, ho turns to the
minority, and here is our opportunity. Divided into two classes, who
is more likely to buy ‘The Ringing World’ to learn? Tile round
ringer in his desire to ring Doubles, or the change ringer in his 4 -ire
to know why? Of the two, unquestionably the latter; but the Editor
must have some grounds for supposing that this class of subscriber
will be pleased with his innovation. Convince him of this, and he will
do it quickly enough. It is up to you—you thousands of ringers who
cannot prick out a touch by tile lead-ends—to write to the Editor and
tell him so. Give him a chance to know what you want, and what
you will support, and he will get it all right. Tell him that you want
something simpler than the books—that you cannot fully understand
them, and he will give it to you. | happen to know that he likes the
suggestion, but naturally he must be sure of his ground, because
popular space has got to give way.

Helieve me, this epistle is no effort at ' whitewash ' Oll the part of
a friend of the Editor, and if published will emphasise his candour
in publishing Mr. Armstrong’s letter; it is penned by a bitter opponent
of ‘ bigger circulation, better results,’ for 1 am a firm believer in
' better results bring bigger circulation '; but justice is justice. Give
the Editor a lead, tell him what you want (it will only cost lid.),
and if the demand warrants it you will get. it; but you must alt
demand.

Tho Editor has already reviewed some articles by the writer on the
above lines, and, rightly, has judged them to be unsuitable: it is
difficult to make the written word simple enough. Proof positive that
he is interested 1l the beginner. It may be that one day more will
bo submitted and published, and this is tho sole reason for the anony-
mous signature, the criticisms being written in the honest endeavour
for betterment.

It is the ‘'learners’ ' job to prove that such articles would be wel-
comed, and the ventilation of the views of the gentlemen who have
recently discussed these matters in conference would encourage the
learners to ‘ demand ' such articles by letter and then to buy the paper
to support such an innovation.

Space used in such a discussion is 110 waste, Mr. Editor, and 1 offer
110 apologv.

MINORMANI1A.

LOST SENSE OF PROPORTION.

Dear Sir,—While quite agreeing with your correspondent, .1 P.
Armstrong, that some standardised system of instruction is necessary.
I must say that he seems to lose all .sense of proportion or fairness
when blaming.' The Ringing World ' for the lack of this, and the last
paragraph ot his letter amounts almost to an insult, as you have
always gone out of your way (to a certain extent) to forward tne
interests of the Exercise.—Yours faithfully,

W. RUMSEY.

Debenham.

TENBY.—Oil Thursday, March 3rd, to mark the occasion of the
enthronement of the Bishop of St. David's, the ringers of St. Marys
rang a quarter-peal of Grandsire Doubles (1,260 changes) in 46 mins.:
Rev. F. A. Oswcll (first attempt in Triples) 1, T. Yeomans (first
attempt on inside bell) 2, Geo. Jenkins 3, Wm. Jenkins 4, J. John 5,
I1. Jenkins 6, T. W. Griffiths (conductor) 7, J. Williams 8. All are
usual Sunday ritigers.
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DEATH OF VETERAN YORK RINGER.
FIFTY YEARS AT THE MINSTER.

As briefly recorded in our last issue, the death lias taken place of
Mr. Thomas Henry Haigh, win? for 53 year* was a bellringer and for
more than halt a century was connected with York Minster. Mr.
Haigh, who was 74 years of age. obtained a grounding in the art at
Clifton Church, and joined the Minster Company in 1875. Here he
came under tho influence of the late Mr. W. H. Howard, who did so
much during his long life to help youthful ringers.

The ; were many good ringers at the Minster in those days, and
Mr. ‘'aigh rapidly made progress. He joined the Yorkshire Associa-
tion in 1885 and retained hi- membership for tlie remainder of his
life  On March 2nd, 1875, he became a member of the Ancient Society
of College Youths, and rang with them in London. He was also
for many years a member of the Cleveland and North Yorkshire
Association, and had a lot of friends among the ringers of North
Yorkshire.

His record of peals as shown in the 192*1-25 report of the Yorkshire
Association is 45, and of some of these he was the conductor. These
included peals at York, Selby, Beverley, Hull, Knaresborough, Dar-
lington, Newcastle and Scarborough.

Mr. Haigh took part in the last peal rung at St. Martin’s, Coney
Street, on Octobcr 9th, 1888. He was one of the band that rang the
last peal at Selby Abbey (September 8th, 1906) before the bells were
destroyed in the «*reat fire in the following October; he took part in
tho first peal on the new ring at Escrick, on April 24th, 1926; and lie
conducted tho last peal rung at York Minster (Grandsire Caters,
5,129 changes) on November 9th, 1892.

In his earlier days at York Minster Mr. Haigh used to ring at the
heavy end, but latterly most of his ringing had been done on the
treble, but wherever his position, his work was always good. No
one was more pleased than he when it became known that the Minster
bells were to bo re-hung and tuned, and it was surely an unkind
trick of fate that the only time he should be able to a*ing on them
after their restoration was on the dedication day, August 28th, 1926
(ho rang tho treble at the opening), as'Tic was taken ill a few days
later, and had never been able to visit the tower since.

The Exercise is the poorer for his passing, and the sympathy of
ringers up and down the country will be extended to his relatives!

The funeral took place on Saturday, March 5th, the first part of tire
service being held in the Minster Choir and being largely attended, for
Mr. Haigh was well known throughout the city.

The clergy who took part were the Very Rev. the Dean of York
(Dr. Lionel Ford), Canon C. C. Bell and the Rev. H. Spence (chamber-
lain). Mr. Spence read the committal sentences at York Cemetery.
The coffin was met at the south door by the clergy, who were preceded
by the cross-bearer.

The chief mourners were Mrs. T. Haigh (widow), Mr. and Mrs. H.
Haigh (son and daughter-in-law), Mr. T. Haigh (son), Mr. and Mrs.
A. Haigh, Mr. J. Haigh, Miss Minnie Haigh (niece), Mr. \V. Haigh,
Mr. and Mrs. R. Haigh, Messrs. C. and T. Haigh (nephews), Mr. and
Mrs. Leadley, Mrs. Baker (niece), and Ifiiss Snaith.

Tho York Minster Society were represented by Mr. G. Horner (secre-
tary), Mr. A. Horner, Mr. iW. Fountain, and Mr. H. N. Imeson, and
the following members acted as bearers:—Mr. T. Hodgson, Mr. S.
Steele, Mr. A. C. Fearnley, Mis. T. F. Earnshaw, Mr. E. Rickitt and
Mr. li. Worth. Representing the Yorkshire Association were Mr.
Percy Johnson (Leeds), secretary, and Mr. L. Woodcock (Murton).
The York Cricket and Bowling Club, the Burton Lane Club and In-
stitute, of which Mr. Haigh was a life member, were also represented,
and there was a large attendance of sympathetic friends.

A course of Grandsire Triples was rung at the graveside by: E.

MUFFLED BFLLS.

On Monday, March 7th, at St. Alkmund’'s Church, Derby, a quarter-
I»eal of Grandsire Triples (1,260 changes) was rung in 50 inins. with
the bells half-muffled as a tribute™as a tribute of respect to' the late
Mr. E. Coates, a highly esteemed member of the church, whose funeral
took place earlier m the day: H. K. Watcrfield 1, A. Mould 2, R.
Boulton 3, G. Freebrey (conductor) 4, J. Bailey 5, G. H. Robinson,
sen., 6, P. H. Tate 7, G. Robinson, jun., 8.

At iWiugham, Kent, on Sunday, March 6th, for morning service,
720 Bob Minor with 7-8 covering: H. Chandler 1, H. Bates 2, H. Smith
3, L. Honess 4, J. Sharp 5, F. Fairbeard (conductor) 6, L. Levey 7,
A. ScarlT 8. First 720 by treble (aged 14 years) and 2nd ringers. Rung
W t? bells half-muffled as a token of respect for tho late Rev.

M. Fox, a former Vicar of the parish, who was interred in the church-
yard the previous day.

At Fulbourn, Cambs, on Thursday, February 24th, a quarter-peal

Xent Treble Bob (1,440 changes), with 7th bell covering: E. Webb
* Charles Hall 2, John Giddens 3, Joseph Page 4, Arthur Page 5, B.
D. Buttress (conductor) 6, J. Stalley 7. Rung on tho occasion of
the funeral ot George David Bridge, who had been a ringer for over
<5 years with the Fulbourn 'band, with the bells fully muffled.

At Southwell Cathedral, on Friday, Januarv 21st, 1,260 Grandsire
Triples: E. H. Clulow 1, G. E. Padgett 2, G. E. Foster 3, F. Pickard 4,
H. F. Clulow 5, E. Foster 6, A. J. Chamberlain (conductor) 7, W. D.
onorthoso 8. Rung with the 'bells half-muffled as a last token of
respect, to the late Rev. S. Gould, seniov curate at the Minster, who
was interred that day.
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DURHAM & NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

The pre-Lent meeting was held at Lanchester in beautiful weather.
The committee meeting wa> held at tin* King's Head Hotel, presided
over by the president (Mr. C. L. Routlodge).

Messrs. Rontledge, Payne, and Ferry were clected to act as com-
mittee to revise the rules and submit them at the annual meeting.—
It was proposed that the date of the annual meeting be altered to
bring it to more genial weather. This will also bo brought up at the
annual meeting.

Tea was afterwards held at the same place, tho president presiding,
supported by the Vicar (tho Rev. L. Heatherington), the hon. secre-
tary, hon. treasurer, the vice-president for the Western District and
others, 21 sitting down.

There was 110 business to transact, but after the toast to ‘Tho
King,” a vote of thanks was accorded to the Vicar for the use of the
bells and for helping in the arrangements for tea, to which the Vicar
responded. Touches of Bob Major, Stedman and Grandsire Triples
were rung on tho handbells.

The tower was then visited again. Tho ringing 01l the tower bell-
varied from Bob Doubles (with some locals taking part) to London
Surprise Minor, and was kept going from about 3 to 8 p.m.

Tne following towers were represented: Durham Cathedral and St.
Oswald’s, St. Ignatius', Sunderland, Newcastle Cathedral and St.
George's, Gosforth, Tanfield, Winlaton, Si. John's, Newcastle, Chester-
le-Street, Houghton-le-Spring and Gateshead. Some.32 or 33 ringer-
(including the locals) took part in tho ringing.

The hon. secretary has received a very kind invitation from Mr.
Cyril F. Johnston, for any members of the association to visit Croy-
don for a ringers’ rally Oll Saturday, April 2nd, to hear and inspect
the carillon for the Victory Tower at Ottawa. The carillon consist<
of 53 bells, total weight 53 tons, weight of tenor (or bass bell) 10 tons.
Mr. Ferry will be pleased to furnish full particulars to any ot the
members of the association who are able to accept the invitation if
the%/I will communicate with him at 16, Gordon Avenue. Gosforth. New
castle.

A PILGRIMAGE AND AN ‘APPRECIATION.

An excursion was arranged by the Supporters’ Club of the Plymouth
team early in the year for tho match between Plymouth Argyle and
Coventry City at Coventry. The date was February 19th, 1927. Tin-
‘Henry Johnson ' Commemoration Dinner to be held before Lent, and
generally in February. Would the fates be kind,.and the dinner and
football match coincide? The notice of the dinner in ‘' The Ringing
World ' was eagerly awaited, and you can imagine the joy when
February 19th was the date selected.

On Friday night, February 18th, four eager ringers left Plymouth
at 11.40 p.mr Coventry was readied at 7.10 a.m. on lhe 19th. After
a vain and fruitless search to get some breakfast (the excursionists
had filled every available cafe which happened to be open), we left
for Birmingham. On account of a fog, this trip of 18 miles look
1 hour 20 minutes. (We soon found the Cobdon Cafe and some break-
fast. Outside.the cafe at 11.30 we had the pleasure of meeting Mr.
Walker and Mr. James George, who had arranged for several ringers
to meet us Plymothians.

St. Chad’'s was the first tower, and Stedman and Double Norwich
were rung, the latter a treat for the visitors, as we get verv few
opportunities to ring this musical method. The pleasure of ringing
a fairly long touch was therefore much appreciated. Then came
Bishop Ryder’s, with Stedman and Kent Treble Bob. Mr. J. Georg*
is Ringing Master here, and it is easy to see that he is very proud
of being in charge of such a nice peal and such a well-kept ringing
chamber. After lunch, St. John’s, Deritend, was visited—more Double
Norwich. By this time it was nearly 3 p.m., and one of the chief
events of the day was due. As St. John’s and St. Martin’s are close
together, you may be sure we were waiting 0ll the top line at St.
Martin’s for the opening of that tower. Here we had the pleasure of
ringing our first touch of Stedman Cinques, and we sincerely thank
those ringers who gave us the opportunity to do so. We then rushed
off to St. Phillip’s and managed to get a ring Oll the ten at that tower,
back again to St. Martin's in time for the very interesting discussion,
‘How to keep beginners interested in ringing.” Some very able sug-
gestions were brought forward, and it is to be hoped that this subject
will be brought to the front wherever ringers meet. It was now
"dinner time,” and ‘ The Ringing World ' has told its readers Jow well
the whole affair was managed. Everything went as clockwork, and
reflects great credit upon Mr. Walker and his helpers. It is a very
good plan when bells require attention to get the Vicar and his
wardens to attend such a function as this, as I am sure the appealing
speeches of Alderman .T. S. Pritchett and Mr. A. Walker will even-
tually secure for St. Martin's the attention that peal requires. It
would bo a splendid thing, too, if Mrs. A. Hughes could broadcast
some handbell selections, not that broadcasting could do her justice,
but her playing was certainly a revelation of the beautiful music
which can be got from handbells. At 11 p.m. we took train back to
Coventry, and at 12.40 a.m. we left for Plymouth, arriving at 7.30 a.m.
Sunday morning—four verv tired but happy ringers, two nights out
of bed, had travelled rouglily 500 miles, but it was worth it all. We
appreciate very much the kindness of the ringers who made our trip
alich a success. The day will stand out as a 1 red letter ' one for us.

‘PLYMOUTH HOF..*
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SUNDAY SERVICE TOUCHES.

BAIfN1-S.—On Sunday, ilarci 13th, for evening service, 1,260 Ox-
ard H I' Triples in 42 mill'.: H. Folkard 1, H. Belcher 2, W. C. Stacey
3, M. Cook 4. C. Hunt 5, F. Skevington (conductor) 6, R. Thompson
(iirsi quarter in the method) 7, P. Stratton 8.

STHKATHAM.—On Sunday, March 13th, at the Cliurch of St.
Leonard, for evensong, 1,260 Stedmau Triples: Miss E. E. Hardcasl'e
1, 0. W. Roberts 2, Miss F. E. Orr 3, E. E. Bish 4, L. Attwater 5, .1.
W. Chapman 6, J. I< Watkins (conductor) 7, W. E. G. Hewson 8.

NEWBURY, BERKS.—On Sunday, March 13th, for evensong at St.
Nichoia' Church a quarter-peal of Grandsire Doubles (1,260 changes)
in 47 mills, with 4-6-8 covering: W. H. Adkins, jun., 1, C. Poole 2,
E. W. Smith 3, T. Thorn 4, E. Crocker 5, C. Osgood 6, 1. W. Curtis 7,
1. Pemberton 8. Conducted first half by E. W. Smith, and second
half by H. W. Curtis. First quarter-peal for J. Pemberton. Also
mug as a farewell to T. Thorn and J. Pemberton, who are leaving
the town, the former for Canada, and the latter Kkjr iwki» .

KENSINGTON, LONDON.—At the Church of St. Mary Abbots, for
evensong on Sunday March 13th, 1,260 Stedman Triples iu 50 inins.:
W. E. Judd (conductor) 1, F. V. Sinkins 2, R. E. Sadler 3, C. F.
Winney 4, G. W. Frayne 5 H. Wakelam 6, G. C. Rice 7, E. G.
Garrard 8.

PORTSMOUTH.—On Sunday, March 13th, for evensong, at the
Church of St. Thomas it Becket, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples in
52 mink.: F. A. Burnett 1, J. H. Cassidy (first quarter) 2, Mrs. F. A.
Burnett 3, P. Giles 4, L. T. Cook 5 F. W. Burnett (first quarter as
conductor) 6, H. L. Aitken 7, C. S. Shepherd 8.

WALTHAM ST. LAWRENCE—At tho Parish Church, on Sunday,
March 6th, for morning service, 720 Cambridge Surprise Minor: -l
Cooper, «en., 1, J. Cooper, jun., 2, G. Tilley 3, W. Mortimore 4, (i.
Martin 5, R. Darvill (conductor) 6. First 720 Cambridge Minor by the
local band.

HIVSTON.—'For morning service, on Sunday, March 6th, a quarter-
pea! of Grandsire Triples: A. Lewis 1, Il. G. Lewis (first quarter-peai)
2, C. S. Bird 3, W. Lewis 4, C. |. Edwards, 5, E. R. Gladman 6, W. II.
Hollior (conductor) 7, W. Godfrey 8.

LONDON.—On Sunday, March 6th, for evening service at St. An-
drew’-, Holborn, a quarter-pcal of Stednian Triples in 48 mins.: E.
Brett 1, C. Cliooet 2, John Lee 3, It. Green 4, L. Gray 5, A. C. Darnell
6, .1. S. Hawkins (conductor) 7, E. R. Garrard 8.

IXhN'CASTER, YORKS.—On Sunday, February 27th, for evensong, a
quarUir-peal of Stedman Triples in 47 mills.: G. Halksworth 1, H.
Fairlam (Selby) 2, J. Holmes 3, C. Clarke 4, F. Newsome 5, W. Lloyd
6, H. Walker (conductor ) 7, H. Boldwiu 8.

HILLINGDON.—At St. John's Church, on Suuday, February 27th,
for evensong, a quarter-peal of Stedman Triples in 46 mins.: F. W.
(joodfellow 1, W. 1l. Joiner 2, M. Stacey 3, P. E. Jones 4, A. Fuhvell 5,
E. Ham-ox (conductor) 6, J. J. Pratt 7, W. Honor 8.

OXHEY, HERTS.—On Sunday, February 6th, for morning service,
1,344 of Cambridge Surprise Major ill 44 mins.: E. Bowley (first
quart, i-peal of Major) 1, Il. Hodgetts 2, S. Hoare 3, A. W. Dix 4, F.
W Elliott 5, C. Leman 6, W. Hodgetts 7, F. W. Brinklow (conduc-
tor) 8.

OXHEY, HERTS.—For morning service, on February 6th, a quarter-
peal "i' Cambridge Surprise Major (1,344 changes) in 44 mins.: *E.
Bowl, v 1, H. Hodgetts 2, S. Hoarc 3, A. W. Dix 4, F. W. Elliott b,
C. J-"inan 6, W. Hodgetts 7, F. W. Brinklow (conductor) 8.—For
morning service, Sunday, February 13th, a quarter-peal of Superlative
Surprise Major (1,344 changes) in 44 mins.: P. Bishop 1, 31. Hodgetts
2, S. lloare 3, A. W. Dix 4, F. W. Elliott 5, C. Leman 6, W. Hodgetts
7, F. W. Brinklow (conductor) 8. * First quarter-peal of Major.—For
morning service, Sunday, March 6th, a quarter-peal of Stedman Triples
in 39i mins.: E. Bowley 1, W. Hodgetts 2, P. Bishop 3, H. Hodgetts 4,
T. Norris 5, C. Leman 6, F. W. Brinklow (conductor) 7, A. W. Dix o.

KIMBOLTON, HEREFORDSHIRE.—On Sunday, January 23rd, for
morning service at the Church of St. James, 720 Grandsire Doubles,
being three 240's of Mr. L. W. C. Morris’ arrangement: L. H. Powell
1, C. Jaine 2, J. Green 3, F. A. Jaine (conductor) 4, W. H. Jaino 5,
W E. Brookes 5.—For evensong, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Minor
<1,260 changes) in 47 mins.: J. Green 1, W. H. Jaine 2, C. Jaine 3,
J. Fox 4, A. Owens 5, F. A. Jaine (first quarter-peal as conductor) 6.
First quarter-peal of Minor on the bells, and by all except conductor.

LONDON.—On Sunday, January 16th, for evening service at St.
Magnus-the-Martyr, London Bridge, 1,239 Stedman Caters: F. W.
Chorley 1, T. Il. Taffender (conductor) 2, S. C. Moye 3, J. Waugh
(first quarter-peal on ten bells) 4, C. F. Winney 5, iW. Berry 6, J.
Milner 7, W. Rogers 8, J. R. Gammon 9, L. Bayliss 10.—0On Suuday,
January 23rd, after evening service at St. Clement Danes’, Strand,
1,260 Grandsire Triples: F. W. Chorley 1, T. H. Taffender (conductor)
2, J. Milner 3, S. C. Moye 4, C. F. Winney 5, L. Hills 6, J. R. Gammon
7, H. Taylor 8.—0n Sunday, January 30th, for evening service at St.
Andrew’s, Wells Street Marylebone, 1,280 Kent Treble Bob Major;
C F. Winney 1, T. Il. Taffcnder (conductor) 2, H. Dyas 3, J. Waugh
4, .1 Bennett 5, J. Milner 6, W. Rogers 7, J. R. Gammon 8.

LYE, STOURBRIDGE.—On Sunday, January 16tli, at Christ Church
lor evening service, 1,260 Bob Minor in 41 mins.: W. Smith 1, G. Smith
2, 1. Smith 3, C. W. Cooper 4, V. Beasley 5, B. Chance 6, A. Boxley
(conductor) 7, S. J. Pearson 8. First touch by ringer of treble and first-
as conductor. All are members of tin- local band and regular Sun-
day service ringers, with the exception of Mr. C. W. Cooper, win
kindly filled the gap at the last moment.

March 18th, 1927

SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE-

AN EXPLANATION.

Sir,—My attention has been called to Ilio fact that in my reccnt
article |1 misstated the number of false course ends to Superlative. |
ought, of course, to have said : *TifC two false course ends together
with rounds form a group of three, and are probably so on account of
the three steps of the cycle or the three remprocal cycles.” | regret
tile error, and am annoyed that | made it

There may be many who do not understand the full meaning of
my article, so I would like to add the following: Each method, es
pecially Treblo Bob, has two sorts of shunt. First, those which move
the position of the treble only in C.O., and consequently determine
the lead head. Secondly, those which alter the positions of bells other'
than the treble, and having, in the aggregate, no effect on tho lead
head. The latter may be called additional shunts and are necessary
iu Treble Bob to prevent repetition of rows. It is essential that the
additional shunts should be neutralised in the lead or occur in Q
seta, otherwise Plaiu Bob lead heads could not possibly occur. It
therefore, follows that tho additional shunts must have groups of
rolatcd places or shunts. Each method has its characteristic grouping.

To extend any method, one of the fundamental laws is that the
characteristic grouping of the additional shunts of tho original must
be repeated. As a rule this is either impossible altogether or easy to
accomplish, once it has been found. Very occasionally the charac-
teristic grouping lias several forms of expression. An outstanding
examplo of this is the Stedman blocks of Bristol Surprise. No amount
of argument can prove which of the many forms is correct.

The real difficulty of extension occurs when -we have internal shunts
with the Treble fixing the lead head. In this case also no amount of
argument can decide how many must be used in the extension or,
in the event of having only tho same number as the original, the
positions they should occupy. This is the reason why extensions of
methods like Double Norwich and Bristol differ with each, shall I
say, ‘expert.” The reason why Plain Bob, Kent Treble Bob, Oxford
Treble Bob, Cambridge Surprise and Yorkshire Surprise cause no
argument is due to the absence of internal shunts with the treble
and the more or less fortunate hitting on the correct grouping of ‘he
additional shunts where such exist. Superlative, now that | have
shown the characteristic grouping of the additional shunts, will be al-
lowed in tho near future to have the correct Maximus, as Mr. Geo.
Baker gave it a few weeks ago.—Yours truly,

W. TAYLOR.

7,104 TREBLE BOB MAJOR.
BY GEORGE LEWIS, OF ECCLESFIELD.
23456 M B W H

56342 1
53162
64352
32546
23645 2
46325
35264 2
32654
54263 2
65432
52436
54326
45623
46253
53624n
116234
64235
32465 2
65243 2
23456 1 1

By using the alternative calling ill the 7th course (1M 1W 2111 tho
peai is reduced to 7,040. Contains the 60 course ends. Reeve."” five-
part peal of 6,880 has been the greatest length on this plan until this
peal was composed.

Rung at Ecclesficld, Yorks, on February 19th, 1927, conducted by A
Knights.
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BEACONSFIELD.—On Tuesday, February 15th, for men’s service,
832 Cambridge Surprise Major: J. W. Harrison 1, Miss Mo— (con-
ductor) 2, C. C. Mayne 3, F. Corko 4, J. Blackmore 5, J. Batting 6,
H. Wingrove 7, R. Buckland 8. Longest length in tho method as
conductor.—On Saturday, February 5th, at 10, Burkes Parade, a
quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples on handbells: H. Wingrovc 1-2, Miss
Moss 3-4, C. Mayne (conductor) 5-6, F. Cot'kc 7-8. Longest length in
hand by all.

NORBURY, HAZEL GROVE.—Oil Thursday, March 3rd, for prac-
tice, a quarter-peal of Cambridge Surprise Major (1,280 changes) i
46 rains., taken from J. S. Wilde's 5.28Q: L. Clough 1, J. Femley, jun.,
2, J. Fernley, sen., 3, H. Langley, 4, W. Fernlev 5, W. W. Wolsten-
croft 6, T. Wilde (conductor) 7, .1. W. Hartley 8. First quarter-peal
in Uio method on the bells and by all ilie band.



March iSth, 1927

NOTES BY THE WAY.
BY J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.
FAMOUS COMPOSITION BY OXFORD RINGER.

Years before the visit of Annable and his men, there
were good ringers and good ringing at Oxford, but,the
first peal in the city had yet to be rung. The attempts
and the failure of tlie Londoners were a spur to local
ambition, and three days after Annable was gone the
tenor at Christ Church was rehung and a peal of Grand-
sire Caters started for. But success was not for the
Oxford men at that time. *‘ They were soon out,” Hearne
tells us, ‘ and made poor of it in comparison with the
others.” Failure did not dishearten them; they picked
out their best men and began to practise in earnest. All
of them were townsmen, but it is evidence of the interest
taken in ringing by University men that their coach was
Mr. Stone, a fellow of Wadliam College.

Mr. Stone shares the distinction of being the first ring-
ing parson of whom we have any account with Dr. Mason,
who at this same time was ringing at Cambridge. We
knew nothing about him except that he was a good
ringer, as he would have to be to coach a ten-bell band.
The conductor was John Vicars or Vickers, second butlbr
at New College.

In later years this man and his doings were completely
forgotten by the Exercise, and yet he fairly earned a
definite and honourable place in the history of our art.
He was a good ringer, a good conductor, though, as we
shall see, lie had one lamentable lapse, and a composer
of more than usual ability. Hearne, who was a keen
critic of ringing matters and by no means prone to dis-
tribute praise promiscuously, said of him that ‘ he is very
ingenious in the art of ringing, and is excellent in calling
the bobs and managing the musick of ringing. | think
he is one of the very best in England.’

The peal they attempted and the ones they afterwards
rang would be pretty certain to be his composition.
What they were like, whether in the tittums, which
Amiable had recently introduced, or 011 the older plan of
hunts, we do not know— the figures are all lost. But we
have evidence from quite another source that Vicars was
really a man lo be ranked with the early leading com-
posers ; for he has the great distinction of being the first
man, or at any rate probably the first man, to produce a
peal of Grandsire Triples with ordinary bobs and singles.

At this time, as | have just said, Dr. Mason was ring-
ing at Cambridge, lie was a man who was not only in-
terested in practical ringing, but who also collected com-
positions. Some of his manuscripts still remain in the
library of Downing College, and among them are pre-
served the figures of Cartbon’s peal and also Vicars' peal.
Readers of Jasper Snowdon’s history of Grandsire Triples
will remember the description he gives of Mason’s MSS.
and these two peals. | will quote a short paragraph re-
lating to Vicars’ peal. ' This peal is of the greatest in-
terest, and is really a remarkable one; where it came
Irom and who Vicars, the composer, was, unfortunately,
there are 110 means of ascertaining from these volumes,
but it is such a wonderful improvement on Garthon’s peal
and so much better than the one by the unknown author
which first appeared in the “ Clavis ” that it is strange,
since it is a true peaJ, that it should so easily have been
forgotten. In vicars' peal we have what | think there is
every reason to believe is the earliest or one of the earliest
peals produced by ordinary bobs and singles only.’

THE RINGING WORLD.

173

And we may add that, not only is it the earliest, but it
is the best of all the three-lead-course peals, only Taylor's
composition equalling it in the symmetry of the arrange-
ment of the singles.

If there were an earlier peal ii would be Annable's,
which London tradition erroneously stated was the first
in the method. That peal is supposed to have been com-
posed between 1737 and 1739, and it seems likely that
Vicars' was earlier. There is 110 trace of its having been
rung in early days, and apart from Dr. Mason's MSS. no
reference to it anywhere.

As Mr. Snowdon says, there is nothing in the MSS.
to say who Vicars was, and there is no direct evidence
that he was the Oxford man. But there can hardly be
any reasonable doubt about it. It is not likely that there
would be two distinguished composers of the same rather
uncommon name living in the early eighteenth century,
one of whom left absolutely no trace of his doings.

There was a James Vickers, a member ol’ the Union
Scholars, who rang the fifth to the first performance of
Holt's Original at St. Margaret’'s, Westminster, in 1751 ;
but, apart from the fact that he was rather later, he is
not at all likely to be the composer. There is 110 evidence
that he was more than a practical ringer. If he had pro-
duced the peal the London men would have known ol it
and probably it would have been included in the ‘ Clavis.'

MAJOR & CATER
/. METHODS

The Central Council Collection
comprising all the best Plain
Methods on Eight & Nine Bells,
with Tables of Course Ends

and numerous Compositions.
NOW READY, Price 1/9 -
EFFle Central Council Librarian

(The Itcv, C. rT. 0. Jenjtyn)
Broadlands, Caversham, Reading.

JOHN SMITH & SONS,
Midland Clock Works,

DERBY. M

c\’°c

Makers of Clock* and

C-himes for S. Paul's Cathedral,

Beverley Minster, Selby Abbey, Trure

Cathedral, Thurles Cathedral, Trinity College, Cam-

bridge, Belfast Assembly Hall, Magdalen College, Oxford, ani

many others in all parte of the world to the late Lord Grimthorpe'e
designs. ENQUIRIES INVITED. ESTIMATES FREE.
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The Editorial Office of the ‘Ringing World, to
which all communications should be sent, is 63, Com
Road, Woking.

1The Ringing World ' can be sent direct by post from
the Editorial Office for 4/- per quarter.

urrcial

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS
(Established 1637).— Meetings for practice will be held at
Southwark Cathedral on March 29th, St. Magnus’ on

the 31st, *St. Paul's Cathedral on the 22nd ; all
at 7.30 p.m. ~Business meeting afterwards.— William
T. Cockerill, Hon. Sec., ‘' Frodingham,” 32, Edgeley

Road, Clapham, S.W .4.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Archdeaconry of
Ely.— A district meeting will be held at Fulbourn on Sat-
day, March 19th. Bells (8) available afternoon and even-
ing. Short service at 5 o'clock.— A. E. Austin, 4, Hills
View, Great Shelford, Cambs.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Eastern District.
The annual meeting will be held :it Howden on Saturday,
March 19th. Bells (8) available from 1 p.m. Service at
4 p.m. Te;i will be served in the Mission Room at 5 p.m.
at a change of is. 9d. per head. Business meeting
afterwards. Subscriptions for current year are now due.

A. B. Cook, Hon. Dis. Sec., Wyndham Street,
Hull.

LONDON

COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Northern
District. -A meeting will be held at St. Mary Magdalene,
Holloway, on Saturday, March 19th. Bells available
from 3 o’'clock. Tea at 5 o’clock, followed by business
meeting. All ringers and friends invited.— J. A. Hales,
Hon. Sec., 20, Aspland Grove, Hackney, E.8.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Southern Division.
— The annual meeting will be held at Handsworth,
Sheffield, on Saturday, March 19th. Bells (8) available
from 2 to 9 p.m. Service at 4.30. Preacher, the Lord
Bishop of Sheffield. Tea and meeting after service.
Subscriptions for 1927 now due. Further particulars
have been sent by circular to local secretaries.—F Clark,
18, Rovston Avenue, Doncaster.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Western Divi-
sion.—The annual meeting of the above will be held at
Slinfokl 011 Saturday, March 19th. Bells available from
2.30. Teaatthe King's Head at5o'clock.—A. W. Groves,
Amherst, Ham Road, Worthing.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIATION.
Swindon Branch.—The quarterly meeting will be held at
Chippenham on Saturday, March 19th. Bells available
at 3 p.m.—S. Hopper, 79, Edinburgh Street, Gorse
Hill, Swindon.

HERTS COUNTY ASSOCIATION. Eastern Dis-
trict.— A meeting will be held at Ware 011 March 19th.
The bells will be open during the .afternoon and evening.
A short service will be conducted by the Vicar at 5
o'clock. Tea and business meeting, opposite the church,
at 5.30. All friends will be welcomed. Kindlv note sub-
scriptions are now due.—W. H. Lawrence Dis. Sec.,
Little Munden, Herts.

.held at Lenton on Saturday, March 26th.
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LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Fylde Branch.—
The next meeting will be held at Ansdell R.C. Church (8
bells) on Saturday, March 19th. Bells ready 3 p.m.
Business meeting 6 p.m.—C. Sharpies, Branch Sec., 10,
Warbreck Road N.S., Blackpool.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.—Hinck-
ley District—The next meeting will be at Kirkby Mal-
lory and Peckleton 011 Saturday, March 2fcth. Bells
available at Kirkby from 3.30 to 5 p.m., and at Peckleton
from 5to 7 p.m. Tea provided at Kirkby Mallory at 5
p m. Business meeting at Peckleton at 7 p.m. A good
attendance is requested, all ringers being welcome.—
W . Cope, Smockington, Hinckley.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — East Berks
and South Bucks Branch.—The next ringing practice has
been arranged at Hitcham (6 bells) on Saturday, March

26th. Bells available from 6 to 9 p.m. Branch annual
meeting, Saturday, April 30th. Please note date.—
A. D. Barker, Branch Sec., ‘Cambridge,’ Wexbam,
Slough.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Western Division —
The annual meeting will be held at Bingley on Saturday,
March 2fcth. Bells available from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tea
will be provided at a charge of 1/6 per head to all those
who send in their names to Mr. A. J. Hopewell, 14, Percy
Street, Bingley, not later than first post Thursday, March
24th.— F. Hutchinson, District Secretary.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION —
A committee meeting will be held Saturday, March 26th,
at Witham’'s Cafe, 5 p.m.—C. D. Potter, Secretary, 16,
Gawber Road, Barnsley.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.—Notting-
ham District.— The next meeting of the above will be
Tower open at
4 p.m. Meeting 6 p.m. All ringers welcome.— F. Blood,
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.), 91, Dame Agnes Street, Nottingham.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.—Devizes Branch.
A monthly meeting will be held at North Bradley on
Saturday, March 26th. Bells (6) ready 2.30. Service,
4.40. Tea 5. Short business meeting follows tea.—F.
Green, Branch Sec., 53, Avon Road, Devizes.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION; — Biggleswade
District.—A meeting will be held at Eaton Socon on Sat-
urday, March 26th. Bells (6) available at 3 o'clock. Tea
at 5. All ringers Welcome. Subscriptions are now due.—
C. J Ball, Dis Sec., 2, Tempsford Road, Sandy.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
Meeting at Adwick-le-Trent on Saturday, March 25th.
Tea provided for those who notify Mr. Burkitt, 6S,
Laural Terrace, Skellow, before the 24th. A committee
meeting will be held to arrange the Cup Competition, to
which all towers in the district are asked to send a repre-
sentative.— Harold Walker, Hon. Sec.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Lough-
borough District.—The next meeting of the district will be
held at Quorn on Saturday, March 26th. Bells (8) open
from 3 o’clock onwards. Tea at 5 o’'clock followed by

business meeting. All ringers and friends invited.—
J. Saddington, Hon. Dis. Sec.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Derby
District. — The second monthly meeting will be held at

Wirksworth on Saturday, Mari h 26th. Bells (8) avail-
able at 3 o’clock. All ringers will be welcome.— Charles
Draper, Local Hon. Sec.
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ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Archdeaconry of
Wisbech Branch.—A quarterly meeting will be held at
March on Saturday, March 26th. Short service at 4.30.
Tea for those who notify me, in the Church Room at 5
p.m. followed by usual business meeting.—H. W. Gid-
lling-s, Dis. Sec., 101, Elwyn Road, March.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Eastern Divi-
sion.— The annual meeting will be held at Eastbourne on
Saturday, March 26th. Bells:'All Saints’ (8) available
2.30 p.in- to 4 p.m. Service at the Parish Church (St.
Marv's) at 4-30. Tea -at 5 p.m. Business meeting to
follow. The bells at St. Saviour’'s will be available from
6.30 p.m. to 8 p.m.—Geo. W. Stokes, Hon. Div. Sec.,
22, Melbourne Road, Eastbourne.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.—Bristol Branch.—The next meeting will be-
held at St. Michael’'s (City), Bristol, 011 Saturday, March
26th. Bells from 3 p.m. Service at 4.30, followed by
tea and meeting. Will those intending to be present
kindly notify by 23rd inst.?—C. H. Jennings, Hon. Sec.,
jo, Lilymead Avenue, Knowle, Bristol.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. Bedford
Branch.— A meeting will be held at Sharnbrook on Sat-

urday, March 26th. Bells available at 3 p.m. Tea at
S Meeting to follow. — W. Stapleton, New Fenlake,
Bedford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—North-Western Division.—
\ meeting will he held at Saffron Walden on Saturday.
\pril 2nd. Bells (12) from 2.30 p.m. Short service at
445 p.11. Tea at 5.15 p.m., followed by business meet-
ing. Those requiring tea please advise me.— C. Beeston,
King' Street, Bishop’'s Stortford, Herts.

MIDDLESEX COUNTV ASSOCIATION.—South
and West District.—The meeting arranged for Acton (Ol
the 12th inst., and postponed owing to illness, will take
place on Saturday, April 2nd (Boat Race day). Arrange-
ments as usual. Tower open at 3 p.m.— W. H. Hollier,
Hon. Secretary, 29, Duke Road, W .4.

CONTRACTS WANTED.
CARPENTER it JOINER, 30 years' experience, ex-
client references, would like to take up woodwork con-
tracts for small buildings, such as bungalows or cottages.
Hants or Surrey preferred. Reasonable terms. — E.
Newell, Well Cottage, Binsted, Alton, Hants.

PUBLICATIONS.

IAMONG THE BELLS.”— The Ringing Career of
late Rev. F. E. Robinson, M.A., Vicar of Drayton.
Berks, Master of the Oxford Diocesan Guild. Part I. to

X may be had singly at 6d. net. Unbound numbers
I to XX complete, 8s. 6d. Or the whole work bound in

Icth for 10s. 6d. net. From Mrs. Robinson, Fail
Home, Wokingham.

1 BOB MINOR AND MAIJOR, SIMPLY EX
PILAINED.  Price 6Jd. Post free. 5s. 9d. a dozen
Post free. Also ‘ GRANDSIRE, DOUBLES AND
TRIPLES SIMPLY EXPLAINED. Price 6\d., post

free. 5s. gd. a dozen post free. The above are in-
tended for beginners, and for those who find the ordinary

of instruction too difficult.—From I. Roe and M
Broome, 9, Lansdown Crescent, Bath.

URITILE.—At AH Saints’ Church, on March 9tli, a quarter-peal of
Urandsire Triples (1,260 changes): Percy Green (first quarter) 1 R
Kunell (first quarter) 2, W. Lincoln 3. H. Edwards 4, Ur. Spencer
I lumps 5, A. Head 6, George Green (conductor) 7, C. M. Elliot 3.

1. and u. (ireen hail from Great liaddow, R. Russell from Chelmsford,
me rest are local men.
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Charles A. W. Troyte.

THREE TO EIGHT BELLS.
- 208 pages, with 3 illustrations.
Cloth 3/6, post free 3/10.
THREE TO SIX BELLS.
Sewn 1/6, post free 1/9.

INDISPENSABLE TO ALL RINGERS.

EXETER:
ELAND, 236, HIGH STREET

WM. POTTS « SONS, LTD.

Cathedral, Church &Turret Clock
Manufacturers,-----------------

Makers of many of the Largest and Most
Important Clocks in  Great Britain.
CLOCKS REPAIRED & DIALS RESTORED.

Guildford Street, Leeds; and
Pilgrim  Street, Mewecastle-gn-Tyne.

HENRY S.

VvV )fte $linger’'s ~Pendant.

With the Name of your Association
Engraved as Illustration,
Special Terms to Guilds & Associations.
PRICES.
. . £
Gilt or White Metal ... 0

Solid Silver ...0
8olid 9ct. Gold 11

GEO. STACEY, Jewellerm& Engraver,

PARK STREET, MINEHEAD

O N pU
o ®» o

Exact Size Somerset.

J. B. JOYCE & Co-

WHITCHURCH, SALOPT °

Makers of Clocks for 9 English Cathe-
drals and thousands of other important
Clocks in all parts of the World, includ-
ing Birmingham University, with dials
171ft. diameter, and striking Hours a»d
Quarters on Five Bells weighing 10 tons |
and Sydney Government Buildings, with
dials 16ft. diameter.

Estimates and 111 Catalogue FREE on

application.
Established over 2j centuries.

High-class

Church

and

Tower
Clocks
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BELL ROPES .

“The World's Best Bellropes” |

MAKERS FOR NEARLY 200 Years. PROVED IN THE RINGING OF THE
WORLD’'S RECORD PEAL.

Fer Quotation send Length and NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING & NON-STRETCHING.

Number Required, also Weight of
CLOCK AND CHIMING ROPBS.

Tenor Bell.
FLEXIBLE ENDS, SPLICING AND REPAIRS.
Satisfaction Guaranteed. JOHN PRITCHARD
Price List !
of th* 26, Swan Street,
Sol* Maker. LOUOHBOROUOH.
JOHN ASTLEY 8 SONS LTD Established over a HUNDRED YEARS.
’ vl J
ESTAB. 1730- COVENTRY.

Unique for Presentation.

A L I: R E D B OW E I_ L , An Inkstand in the design of a Well-shaped Bell
GURIHBELL FOUNDER,
IpsWieH -

The Jasper Snowdon Series.

Thla oharmlng model In Solid Hall Marked Silver

REVISED PRICES. alll ask* a unt epprniTUiw n i uchai Sift.

mROPE-8IGHT, 1s. 10d.; seventh 'ed.; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob It can msupplied In the following sizes—

commencing on threo bells. ] . "o i Nj i ii H i i
' GRANIJSIRE," 2s. 10d.; second ed.; 20+ pages, commencing 8h five Dl_ameter 2hn. 2}in. 3jin. 33in.  4in.  4SIn. fin

balls, complete with tJio Thompson Charts, etc. Price ... 22/- 83/- 40/- 48/- 60/- 75/-  98/-
=STANDARD METHODS,! 8tli edition, 2s. 10d. Monogram or Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges
'STEDMAN,’ 2s. 10d.; 275 pages, by the Rev. C. D. P. Davies, M.A,,

with an appendix by the lato Sir Arthur Heywood, Bart., etc. nnm r'DTIiP Goldsmith and
TREBLE BOB,’' Is. 10d.; second ed.; with appendix; 100 pages. l e U U iu J J J U 11 ) Silversmitl

-SURPRISE METHODS, 2s. I0d. NOW READY. A new book by
the Ucy. C. D. P. Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list WVVWOKISNT GG
of peals, 10 diagrams, 126 pages. (MAKER OF THE RINGERS BADGE.)

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancashire. IAS. BE. GROVES,
CHURCH BELL . s Malvern Road
-— Handsworth,

The Central Council Publications Hancer, 4 Birmingham

All the latest improvements in Bell Hanging, Ball anj Roll

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS Bearings. Everything for Bells supplied.
to be obtained Post Free from the Hon. Librarian S
RBY. 0. W. O. JENKTtN, Broadlanda, Cavergham, Reading N OW ON SALE
s, d. '
GLOSSARY OF TECHNICAL TERMS ~ 8

ROLES AND DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL ... ~ M ET H O D - S P L I C I N G

COLLECTION OF PEALS—section | (Odd-Bell Treble-

Dominated Methods) o 1 6 A Key to the New System of Ringing.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—section Il (Plain Bob and ) \ . . ,

Double Oxford Bob) N ~ . Price 1/_3 (post free) from T_he Ringing World
COLLECTION OF PEALS—secction Il (Double Norwich) Office, 63, Commercial Rd., Woking.
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET, showing false peals, the set Forty Eight Pages of Instructive Matter.

of three
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B. ,
ON THE PRESERVATION OF BELLS. ETC  vveevivin, Printed for the Proprietor bv the Woodbridge Pre*», Ltd., Guild-
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS ON THE CARE AND USE ford, and Published by The Roll* House Publishing Co., Ltd., Brea® »

ildi 10
OF BELLS  oooooococoeeeeeeeeseeeemeeeeeeesessees st Buildings, London, j1.%.



