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HOW COVENTRY BELLS WERE LOST.
Nothing now will save the famous Coventry bells from 

the fiery ordeal through which they are destined to pass, 
but a stiff fight was put up by the Central Council last 
week to save what had been looked upon, not merely lor 
years, but for more than a century, as the finest peal of 
ten bells in England. For this act 011 the part of the 
Council, in which the initiative w as taken by Mr. E. A. 
Young, the lion, secretary, our central body deserves the 
thanks of the Exercise, and, despite the fact that in this 
.case they were unsuccessful, we hope the Council will 
continue to keep a watchful eye 011 all attempts to destroy 
church bells, hung for their original purpose, in order to 
provide carillons. Admittedly the position at Coventry 
was unique. The cathedral was in possession of a peal 
of bells which could not be utilised for ringing because the 
tower is not deemed sufficiently stable to carry a ring of 
bells when in motion, and 'under present conditions 
nothing rpore than chiming is possible. The suggestion 
that the bells should be recast into a carillon of fourteen 
— the necessary funds having been offered— was seized 
upon with avidity by the local authorities, but they have 
at least had to bow to public opinion in so far as to re­
vise their scheme to provide that the extra bells should 
come out of new metal, and that the old should be re­
tained at their present weights. So far, so good. They 
also incorporated in the plans provision for hanging 
twelve of them for ringing purposes, if and when a suit­
able tower is provided. That, we are afraid, will not be 
in the lifetime of any reader of these lines.

These points having been conceded by the petitioners, 
the battle of the Consistory Court turned on whether 
there was anv need to recast the bells at all, and here 
the decision went with the theorists against what, we 
venture to think, was the weight of practical evidence. 
Dr. Brazil, whose musical knowledge no one questions, 
but who, as a bell expert, was unknown to anyone in 
ringing circles, and Mr. \Y. Starmer, whose antipathy 
to the good old English practice of change ringing has 
often been revealed in the past, were the two witnesses 
upon whom the petitioners relied to carry through their 
scheme, and, to be candid, wu*do not think the opposition 
were fully prepared to meet their evidence. For instance, 
an utterly misleading piano demonstration was given, but 
these ‘ illustrations'’ doubtless carried great weight with 
the Chancellor, as they would with anyone who did not 
know how really fallacious the comparison is. On a 
piano one gets a chord of five equal tones, but in a single 
bell this is not the case. When a bell is struck the funda­
mental and harmonic tones are not equal—if they were, 

(Continue o h  pa°e 34.)
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Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, F lag Lines, etc., etc.

bells in peal would be unbearable—but the piano illustra­
tions, of course, ignored this all-important fact.

There was one other striking instance in which the case 
for recasting- was put in such a manner that, lo say tIn- 
least, put the present bells in a worse light than they 
really were. Dr. Brazil said that the front seven bells 
were each a quarter of a note flat, and he based this state­
ment upon the judgment of his own car. Actually, 
proved by instruments, and based upon the note of the 
tenor, two of the bells were dead correct, and the other 
five were each out to the extent of only from one to three 
vibrations per second. So that, after all, Coventry bells, 
which could have been tuned at the saving of some hun­
dreds of pounds, thus enabling the authorities to install a 
much larger carillon had they desired it—a point which 
was, perhaps, overlooked in the eagerness of the ‘ Simp­
son ’ enthusiasts—have been condemned not only un­
heard; but, if one may perpetrate the crime of using such 
a phrase, 011 ‘ earsay ’ evidence alone. What we hope 
for in the future is not only that the Central Council will 
act as energetically in all cases where church bells, hung 
for ringing, are threatened, as in this case, but that our 
English founders, upon whose advice church authorities 
very rightly largely relv, will always throw their weight 
into the scale for retaining English bells for English hell 
ringing.

TWELVE BELL PEALS.
. EXETER.

THE DEVONSHIRE GUILD.
On St/urday, January 9, 1926, in Ttvo Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes.

A t  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  C h c r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r ,
A PEAL O F  G R A N D S I R E  C I N Q U E S ,  5016 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 72J cwt.
J ohn  R .  S a n d o v e r  .............  8
F r a n k  M o r p h y .......................  9
A .  G e o r g e  B e t t s  .............  10
F r a n k  J .  D a v e y ....................... 1 1
J ohn  H a r r i s  .............. 1
A r t h d r  M i t c h e l l  . . .  [ Je" 0,

E d w i n  S h e p h e r d  ............. Treble
W i l l i a m  G . H i s c o t t .............. 2
W i l l i a m  H o w e .......................  3
E r n e s t  W .  M a r s h  .............. 4
T h o m a s  L a v e r  .......................  5
W i l l i a m  R i c h a r d s o n  . . .  6  
R e v . E v e r a r d S . P o w e l l . . .  7

Composed and Conducted by R r v  E. S . Po w e l l .
First peal of Grandsirc Cinques on the bells. With the exception <it 

tlie linger of the eleventh, who bad previously rung 11 peal ol‘ Sted- 
nian Cinques, this was the first attempt for a peal on twelve bells 
by all the band. The ringers are all resident in the county of Devon 
and the Diocese of Exeter, and the great majority, if not all, learnt 
to ring under the auspices of the Devon Guild.

LONDON.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON 

DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, January 9, 1920, in Four Hours and Eight Minutes,

A t  S t . S a v i o u r ' s  C a t h e d r a l , S o c t h w a r k ,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDCE SURPRISE MAXIM U S, S 2 8 0  C H A N C E S ;

Tenor 50  cwt.
C h a r l e s  W .  R o b e r t s  . . .  7W i l l i a m  H .  H e w e t t  ...Treble

G e o r g e  R .  P y e .......................  2
C h a r l e s  T .  C o l e s  .............  3
M r s . R .  F .  D e a l  .............  4
A l b e r t  W .  C o l e s  .............  5
R ic h a r d  F .  D e a l  .............. 6

J a m e s  E .  D a v i s .......................  s
W i l l i a m  J .  N u d d s  ................... j
H a r o l d  W .  C l a r k  ............. j o
W i l l i a m  P y e  ....................... n
R e c b e n  S a n d e r s .......................Tenet

Composed by C. J .  S e d g l e y . Conducted by C harles  T . C o l e s .
First peal of Maximus as conductor.

LITTLE MUNDEN.—O11 the occasion of ringing out the old year 
and in I lie new, before Vi p.m., 720 Oxford Delight, and after 12, 
720 Double' Court. On Sunday, January 3rd. for morning service, TM 
Woodbine: W. Williams 1. S, Carter 2, W. II. Lawrence 3. A. Phil­
lips 4, G, H. Carter (conductor) 5. A. Woolston 6.—For evening ser­
vice, 720 Duke of Y ork : W. Williams 1, S. Carter (conductor) 2,
II. Carter 3, A. Phillips 4, A. Woolston 5, W. H. Lawrence 6.
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TEN BELL PEALS.
BRIGHTON, SUSSEX.

THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, January 9, 1926, in Three Hours and Thirty-Five Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r ,
A PEAL O F  C A M B R I D G E  S U R P R I S E  R O Y A L ,  5040 C H A N G E I l  

Tenor 25J cwt. in D.
A l f r e d  J. T u r n e r  ............. Treble
J o h n  T .  R ick m an  .............  2
A l b e r t  D .  S t o n e  .............  3
F r e d e r i c k  W .  R o g e r s  . . .  4 
A l f r e d  W .  G r o v h s  .............  5

R o b e r t  J. D a w e .......................  6
F ra n k  B e n n e t t .......................  7
J o h n  D e a r l o v e .......................  3
O l i v e r  S ii-p e t t s .......................  9
K e i t h  H a r t .................................Tenor

Composed bv F r e d e r i c k  D e n c h . Conducted by F r a n k  B e n n e t t .

LEICESTER.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

( S t . M a r g a r e t ’ s G u i l d .)
Oh Saturday, January 9, 1926, in Three Hours and Thirty-Eight Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r g a r e t ,
A PEAL O F G R A N D S I R E  C A TE RS ,  5093 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 32 cwt. 3 qr. 14  lb. in C .
R i c h a r d  G r a n t ....................... Treble
F r e d e r i c k  W .  S b a r m a n  . . .  2
A l f r e d  B a l l a r d ....................... 3
G eo. S t e d m a n  M o r r i s  . . .  4 
L e o n a r d  W .  Jo h n s o n  . . .  5 
Composed by E r n e s t  M o r r i s .

• W i l l i a m  H .  C l a r k e .............. 6
■{Ed w a r d  R. W h i t e h e a d  . . .  7

E r n e s t  M o r r i s .......................  8
A r t h u r  C a t t b l l  ............. 9
J o h n  G r a n t  .......................Tenor

Conducted by E. R . W h i t e h e a d .
* First, ot C'alcrs. + First as conductor. The composition rung for 

iho first time lias the extent of ' Queen’s ' and ■ Home ’ positions at 
liandstroke, and 55 courses wit If 8-6 's. Rung, muffled, to the me­
mory of 200 111011 of St. Margaret’s parish who fell iu the war, and 
.>n tho eve of the dedication of the new choir stalls, unveiled by Col. 
R. E. Martin, C.M.G.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
SUNDERLAND, DURHAM.

THE DURHAM k  NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
Oh Saturday, January 2, 1926, in Tivo Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . I g n a t i c s  t h e - M a r t y r ,
A PEAL O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S .  6t«* C H A N G E I l  

H e y w o o d ’ s  V a r i a t i o n  o f  T h u r s t a n s ' .  Tenor 13  cwt.
' F ra n k  A i n s l e y ....................... Treble

G e o r g e  S. T a y l o r .............  2
M i c h a e l  F .  H a r r i s o n  . . .  3 
J o hn  J. L e i g h t o n  .............. 4

R o b e r t  W a l k e r  .............  5
J o s e p h  W .  P a r k e r .............. 6
R o b e r t  L. P a t t e r s o n  . . .  7 

fNoRMAN P a t t b r s o n ............. Tenor
Conducted by Jo s e p h  W . P a r k e r .

Rung with the bells half-muffled as a token of respect. t.o the 
memory ot William T. Robson, formerly of •Sunderland, whose re­
mains wore interred at- Liverpool on December 31st. • First peal, 
t  First peal and first attempt.

CROSS STONE, TODMORDKX, YORKSHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

( R o c h d a l e  B r a n c h .)
On Saturday, January 2,1926. in Three Hours and T :venty Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t. P a d l ,
A P E AL  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB MAJOR,  52S0 CHANGES*  

Tenor 10  cwt.
Jo h n  F it t o n  ....................... Treble
M r s . Wm. C r a b t r e e  ... 2
M i s s  R . A. B e l l  .............  3

" W a l t e r  S t a f f .......................  4
Composed by H e n r y  J o h n s o n .

• First peal in the method. 
71st birthday.

H e r b e r t  D a v e n p o r t . . .
G e o r g e  S t a f f  ..............
Jo h n  H .  C .  M a s s e y  . . .
W i l l i a m  C r a b t r e e  . . .  

Conducted by W i l l i a m  C r a b t r e e . 
Rung 111 honour of Mr. J. I'itton's

— 5 
.. . 6 
... 7 
...Tenor

FARNHAM, SURREY.—At St. Andrew's Church, on Thursday, 
51st December, 1925, with the bells half-muffled, to ring out the old 
year, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples (1,260 changes), in 47 niins. :
F. Kemp 1, J. Read 2, C. Wells 3, S. Meadows 4, H. Kemp 5. T. 
Upshall 6, R. Hasted (composer and conductor) 7, A. E. Kin? 8. 
Immediately after midnight the muffles were removed, and 518 in tlie  
same method.rung to welcome the new year.

BURNLEY, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 2, 1926, in Three Hours and Six Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h o r c h  o f  t h e  H o l y  T r i n i t y ,

A PE AL  O F  O X F O R D  T R E B L E  BOB MAJOR,  5088 C H A N G E S ;  
Tenor 1 1  cwt. 3 qr.

W a l t e r  S t e p h e n s o n  ...Treble
A r t h d r  T o m l i n s o n .............  2
R e n n i e  H a r t l e y  .............. 3

•Ja m e s  S m i t h  .......................  4
Composed by J. P l a t t .

• First peal in the method on eight bells, 
as conductor.

Jo n n  B r o w n .................................  5
E d w i n  O g d e n  ........................ 6
Jo h n  W a t s o n  .......................  7
W i l l i a m  H .  H u n t e r ............. Tenor
Conducted by W .  H .  H u n t e r .

First peal in the method

SKELTON-IN-CLEVEL AND, YORKS. 
CLEVELAND AND NORTH YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. 

On Sunday, January 3, 1926, in Three Hours and Ten Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  A l l  S a i n t s ,

A PEAL O F  BOB MAJOR,  5024 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor 23  cwt.

• K e n n e t h  S p e k e  ............. Treble
tV. R o b t . W .  Y o u n g  . . .  2
A l f r e d  R e e d e r  .............. 3
A l f . L a in g  T a y l o r .............  4

Composed by J. B a r k e r .

f P e r c y  W i l f o r d .......................  5
(■Al f r e d  J. R i n g .......................  6

C e c i l  R o b i n s o n  .............  7
W i l l i a m  A i n s w o r t h  ...Tenot 
Conducted b y  W .  A i n s w o r t h .

• First peal and first attempt, t  First peal 111 the ineihod. First, 
peal on the bells by a local band. Rung with the bells half-muftled 
as a last tribute of respect, to the late Mr. J. Appleton, on*: time 
member of the local company, and who, for the la-t 20 years, had 
been associated with the neighbouring company at .SaItbum-l>y-Soa.

SA LTBURN-BY-THE-SEA.
CLEVELAND AND NORTH YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, January 3, 1926, in Thru Hours and 7 enty Minutes.

A t t h e  P a r is h  C h u r c h ,
A PE AL  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB MAJOR,  508S C H A N G E S ;

A r t h u r  B o l t o n ....................... Treble
G e r a l d  D u n c a n .......................  2
G e o r g e  K e m b a l l  .............. 3
F r a n k  B a r b e r  ........................ 4

Composed by J a m e s  P l a t t .

Jo s n  W e d g e  w o o d  .............. 5
C y r i l  P o l l a r d  .......................  6
R o b e r t  L a u g h t o n  .............. 7
T h o m a s  L \ n c a s t e r  ..............T cko

Conducted by R . L a u g h t o n ,  t

Rung with the bells half-muffled in memory o f John Appleton, a 
linger at tins church for over 20 vcars, who died 011 Decemb-r24th, 
1925.

WH1TW1CK, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

On Wednesday, January 6, 1926, in Two Hours and Fifty Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n -t h e - B a p t i s t ,

A PEAL OF S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5640 C H A N GE S |
J. W . P a r k e r ' s O n e - p a r t .

Jo h n  H. S w i n f i e l d  ..............Treble
M a u r i c e  S w i n f i e l d ............ 2
Ja m e s  P a g e t t  .......................  3
R ic h a r d  C. B e l t o n .............. 4

Tenor t2 i  cwt.
C h a r l e s  D r a p e r  ..............
Jo h n  C u r t i s .................................
Ja m e s  G e o r g e  .......................
T h o m a s  K .  D ea co n

-  5 
... 6 
... 7 
...Tenor

C o n d u c t e d  b y  M .  S w i n f i e l d .

Rung 011 the Feast of the Epiphany: also a birthday coir.t. .11. :t 
to Mr. John Jaggar, of Oldbury. Mr. J. George's 88O1 I1 pea!.

LINTON. KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION 

On Wednesday, January 6, 1926, in Three Hours,
A t  t h e  C h ur ch  o r  S t . N i c h o l a s ,

A PEAL O F G R AN DS I RE  T R I P L E S ,  5010 C H A N G E S )
H o l t ’s O r i g i n a l .

C h a r l e s  H  S o n e  ............. Treble
M r s . H .  B a k e r .......................  2
W i l l i a m  E. P i t m a n .............. 3
S a m u e l  E. T a y l o r  .............  4

T e n o r  15 cv. t.
T h o m a s  E. S o n e .......................
H a r r y  B a k e r  . . .  .............
L e w i s  N e w m a n .......................
H a r r y  T o l h u r s t

. . .  5

... 6 

... 7 
...Tend

Conducted by T . E. S o n e .

Rung in honour of the wedding of Commander the Hon. A f). 
Cochrane, D.S.O.. M.P., and Miss Dorothy Cornwallis, cldcs*. . igli- 
ter of Colonel and Mrs. Cornwallis, of Linton Park.
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'  . # ER1TH. KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Thursday, January 7, 1926,-in Three Hours and One Minute, 
A t  t h e  C h c r c h  o f  S t . J o h n -t h e - B a p t i s t .

A PEAL O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S .  (041 C H A N G E S l
H o l t ’ s  T e n - p a r t .

• S i d n e y  A .  S t a g g  ........... Treble
F r e d k . J .  C o l l c m , s e n . . . .  2 
F r e d e r i c k  A .  C o l e y  . . .  3 
I s a a c  G .  S h a d e .........................  4

Tenor 15  cwt. 
C .S.M . J a m e s  B e n n e t t  ... 5 
E d w i n  B a r n e t t , s e n . . . .  6
W i l l i a m  M a r t i n  ...............  7
E d w i n  B a r n e t t , ' o n ................ Tens*

Conducted by E. B a r n e t t , s e n .
I'irst peal. Rung after meeting short for Oxford Treble Bob.

LEISTON, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Saturday, January 9, 1926, in Two Hours and Fifly-Stvtn Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h c r c h  o f  S t . M a r g a r e t ,

A PEAL OF L O N D O N  S UR P RI SE  MAJOR,  5056 C H A N G E S )  
Tenor 20J cwt. in E.

C h a r l e s  W h i t i n g  ........... Treble
A l f r e d  K e e b l e ....................  2
G e o r g e  W i l s o n .......................... 3
J a m e s  M .  B a i l e y  ...............  4

E r n e s t  S. B a i l e y  ...............  5
G e o r g e  B a i l e y .......................... 6
F r e d k . J.  S m i t h .........................  7
C h a r l e s  F .  B a i l e y  ............Tenoi

Composed by G a b r i e l  L i n d o f f . Conducted by C h a s . F . B a i l e y .
Rung on the sixth anniversary of tlie first peal of London on the 

bell.'.

IRTHL1 U BORO’ , NORTH ANTS.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

( W e l l i n g b o r o o g h  B r a n c h .)
On Saturday, January 9, 1926, in Three Hours and Three Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r .
A PEAL OF L O N D O N  SU RP RI SE MAJOR,  5088 CHANCES; 

Tenor 10 J cwt.
‘ N o r m a n  T h o m a s  ............Treble

J a m e s  T .  W a r d .......................... 2
1 J o h n  J .  M a w b y .........................  3
’ A r t h c r  B i g l e y .......................... 4

Composed by J. W . W a s h b r o o k .

• H a r r y  C h a m b e r s  . . . ’ . . .  5
' G e o r g e  B a s f o r d  ...............  6

A n d e r s o n  Y .  T y l e r ............... 7
W a l t e r  P e r k i n s  ............Tenor

Conducted by W .  P e r k i n s .
* First peal in tho method. + First peal in the method away from 

III*/ treble. Rung at the second attempt. Mr. Basford hails from 
Finedon.

EARLS COLNE. ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 9, 1926, in Three Hours and Six Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . A n d r e w ,

A PEAL OF  L O N D O N  S URP RI SE MAJOR.  5024 C H A N G E S :  
Tenor i.jA cwt. in G.

J a m e s  F l e c t y  .......................... 5
W a l t e r  A r n o l d .........................  6
W i l l i a m  K k b b l e  ............... 7
A r t h c r  S a o n d e r s  ............Tenoi
Conducted by W i l l i a m  K e e b l e .

S a m c e l  W a r n e ....................Treble
G e o r g e  W i f f e n .........................  2
F r a n k  C l a y d o n .........................  3
L e w i s  W .  W i f f e n  ...............  4
Composed b y  G a b r i e l  L i n d o f f  

T'"i, peal was rung to celebrate the 90th birthday of Mr. Reuben 
Hunt. .1.1’ . (founder of the firm of Hunts, Ltd., Earls Colue), which 
occurred ou Hie previous Sunday,

BARWELL, NEAR HINCKLEY.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 9, 1926, in Three Houn and Three Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r y .

A PE AL  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S .  69«t C H A N C E S )
F .  H .  D e x t e r ’ s  V a r i a t i o n  o f  T h c r s t a n s ' F o o r - p a r t .

Tenor 16  cwt
E .  H a r r y  S t o n e l e y ........... Treble
W a l t e r  P .  W h i t e h e a d  . . .  2 
L e o n a r d  H .  W h i t e h e a d  . . .  3 
W i l l i a m  C o p e  .........................  4

P e r c i v a l  A .  A l d h a m . . .  
G e o r g e  P .  G a r n e r  . . .
F r e d  C o t t o n  ...............
P e r c y  Y a t e s . . .  . . . ...Tenoi

Conducted by W a l t e r  P .  W h i t e h e a d .
The above peal was arranged for Mr. I’ . Yates, of Nuneaton, son- 

in-law to Mr, C. H. Helton, and brother-in-law to Mr. C. R, Belton, 
respected members of the local band, this being his first peal. He 
was elected a member prior to starting.

CODDENHAM, SUFFOLK. 
v  THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Saturday, January 9, 1926, in Three Hours and One Minute,
A t  t h e  C h o r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH C OURT BOB MAJOR, 5066 CHANCES, 
Tenor 16  cwt.

J o h n  G o o c h .............................Treble
G e o r g e  P r y k e  . . .  • ...............  2
L e s l i e  G .  B r e t t ....................  3
G e o r g e  F a r n i s h .........................  4
Composed by G e o r g e  II. C r o s s .

G e o r g e  B e n n e t t  ...............  5
T h o m a s  W .  L a s t  ...............  6
W i l l i a m  C. K c m s e y ...............  7
L e s l i e  C. W i g h t m a n ............Tenor

Conducted by Wm. C. R c m s e y .
A birthday compliment to tlie treble man. 250th peal by the con­

ductor; also his 100th peal as conductor.
WARNHAM, SUSSEX.

THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Satuiday, January 9, 1926, in Three Honrs and Fifty-Five Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h o r c h  o f  S t . M a r g a r e t .
A PEAL OF K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB MAJOR,  604S C H A N G E S )  

Tenor 14$ cwt.
W i l l i a m  T .  B e e s o n , j c n . 5
C l a r e n c e  H .  D o b b i e ...............  6
W i l l i a m  S t a n f o r d  ...............  7
A l f r e d  H .  P o l l i n g ............Tenor
Conducted by A .  H .  P o l l i n g .

W a l t e r  C i i a r m a n  ............Treble
P e t e r  C h a r m a n .......................... 2
Jo h n  A. C o l e  ....................  3
J o h n  C o o k  ....................................  4

Composed by A r t h o r  K n i g h t s .
Rung with the bells half-muffled as a tribute of respect to the 

widow of the late parish clerk, who was interred earlier in the day 
aged 86.

CHIDDINGFOLD, S VRREY.
THE WINCHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, Janu.ry 9, 1926, in Three Hours and Six Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h c r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR,  6038 C H A N G E S l  
Tenor 1 1  cwt.

T h o m a s  A t t w e l l  ............Treble
W a l t e r  G .  B r o c k h c r s t  ... 2
R i c h a r d  H a y e s .......................... 3
J a m e s  B o r d f i e l d  ...............  4

Composed by J .  R. P r i t c h a r d . 
Runs

M a c r i c e  S m i t h e r  ...............  5
F r e d  M .  W h i t e .......................... 0
M a j o r  J. H .  B  H e s s e  . . .  7
A r t h o r  J. B a r t l e t t ............Tcntr
Conducted by A .  J. B a r t l e t t .

as a birthday compliment, to the wife o f the conductor.
P END I. ETON. I.A NC ASH IRE,

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, January 9, 1926, in Three Hems and Thirteen Minutes. 

A t  t h e  C h o r c h  o f  S t . T h o m a s ,
A PEAL O F  L O N D O N  S U R P RI S E  MAJOR,  6184 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 10  cwt.
• E r n e s t  C o t s f o r t h ............Treble
• W i l l i a m  B i b b y .......................... 2

A l l a n  F. B a i l e y  ...............  3
■Jo h n  E. B i b b y ....................  4

Composed by J .  W .  W a s h b r o o k . 
• First peal in the method. First

T h o m a s  B .  W o r s l e y  
• F r a n c i s  B i b b y  . . .

T i t o s  B a r l o w  . . .  .,
• E d w a r d  J e n k i n s  .

Conducted b y  E .  J e n k i n s . 
peal in the .method on the bells.

•• 5 
.. 6
•• 7 
..Tenon

SIX BELL PEALS.
STOKE GOLDING, LEICESTERSHIRE.

THE WARWICKSHIRE GUILD.
On M nday, December 7, 1925, inTwo Hours and Forty-Eight M mutts. 

A t  t h e  C h c r c h  o f  S t . M a r g a r e t .
A PEAL OF  T R E B L E  BOB MI NO R,  5040 C H A N G E S l  

Viz., 1,440  each of Cambridge Surprise and Kent Treble Bob and 
2 , i Go  Oxford Treble Bob. Tenor 10  cwt.

H a r r y  A r g y l e  
E .  H a r r y  S t o n e l e y  . . .  
E l g a r  V a l l a n c e  . . .

...Treble W a l t e r  J .  N o r t o n  ...............  .,

. . .  2 A b r a h a m  W i l k e r s o n ............... 5

. . .  3  T h o m a s  W .  C h a p m a n  ...Tciior 
Conducted by E. H a r r y  S t o n e l e y .

Rung with the handstrokes muffled, in memory of Mrs. Annie Stone­
ley, mother of the conductor, who was interred just previous to the 
peal.

HO I ■ NS LOW.—For imorning- service, at St. Paul’s Church 011 
Christinas Day, 720 Boh Minor, in 22 mills.: H Gash 1 (' 1 
Tricker, jun., 2, F. <;. Goddard 5, .1 . Kent 4, W. F. Ellingliam 5, c ’. 
J. lricker (conductor) 6, C. Gash 7. First 720 of Hob Minor hv 
ringers of treble and second.
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MILTON-NEXT-GR A VESEND, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Thursday, December 31, 1925, in Two Hours and Fifty Minutes.
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  ok  S S .  P e t e r  a n d  P a u l ,

A PE AL  O F  M IN O R .  1040 C H A N G E S  |
In ten methods, viz., 720 each o f London Surprise, Cambridge Sur­
prise, W oodbine Treble Bob, Spliced Oxford and Kent Treble Bob, 

360 each of Double Oxford, Oxford Bob. Grandsire, Canterbury 
Pleasure and 720 Plain B ob. Tenor 12 J cwt. in F  sharp.

'C y r i l  M .  M i t c h e l l ............. Treble
F r e d k . A .  M i t c h e l l ............ 2
H a r r y  A r g e n t  ....................  3

F r e d e r ic k  M .  M i t c h e l l  . . .  4
G e o r g e  M o r r a d . . .  .............. 5
Jo h n  B u r l b s  .................... Tenor

Conducted by F r e d e r i c k  M .  M i t c h e l l .
Rung with the hells lialf-muffled to ring out the old year. First 

peal in ten methods by ringers of 1, 2, 3 and 5, and first attempt. 
Mr. J. Buries has now rung all tho bells in this tower to a peal.

CLAPHAM, BEDFORDSHIRE.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Thursday, December 31, 1925, in Two Hours and Thirty Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o p  S t . T h o m a s ,

A PEAL OF CRANDSIRE &  BOB DOUBLES, 6 0 4 0  CHANCES ; 
With different callings.

' A l e c  S m it h  ..............
H a r r y  S m i t h  ..............
W a l t e r  W h i t l o c k  . . .

...Treble W i l l i a m  B l a n d ........................ 4

. . .  2 R ic h a r d  S h i m m a n s  .............  5
. . .  3 Jo h n  B a r k e r  .................... Tenoi

Conducted by H a r r y  S m i t h .
• First peal. First peal as conductor. First peal by a local com­

pany since the bells were restored and new treble added.
BISPHAM, LANCASHIRE.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
( F y l d e  B r a n c h  )

On Friday, January I, 1926, in Three Hours and Seven Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  A l l  H a l l o w s ,

A P E AL  O F  BOB M IN O R,  50«0 C H A N G E S !
Consisting o f seven 720 ’s called differently.

G e o r g e  P a r k in s o n  ............. Treble
A r t h d r  P a r k in s o n  .............. 2
G e o r g e  D e w h d r s t  .............. 3

R i c h a r d  B e n s o n .......................  4
Jo s e p h  J ac ks o n  .......................  5
C h a r l e s  S h a r p l e s  ............Tenot

Conducted by C. S h a r p l e s .
First peal by all except conductor, and first attempt. Also first peal 

o f Minor on the bells.
ASTBURY, CHESHIRE.

THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Friday, January 1, 1926, in Three Hours and Three Minutes,

A t  t h e  P a r i s h  C h o r c h ,
A PEAL O F  M IN O R.  I0*« C H A N G E S l  

Being two 720 's o f W  odbine, two o f Oxford, two of Kent Treble 
Bob and one of Plain Bob. Tenor 12  cwt.

’ R o b e r t  A r r o w s m t h  
+ T h o m a s  A r r o w s m i t h  
iJoHN B o o t h  .............

First peal.

...Treble { W a l t e r  L o n g m a n  ............ 4

. . .  2 fGEOROB B id d d l p h  .............. 5
.......................  3 W i l l i a m  R i g b y ....................... Tenor

Conducted by W i l l i a m  R i g b y .
t  First peal in four methods. First peal on (he bells.

HUNTINGTON, NEAR YORK.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 2, 1926, in Two Hours and Fifty-Two Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o p  A l l  S a i n t s ,

A P E AL  O F  M IN O R ,  I04B C H A N G E S ;
Being two 72o 's  o f Oxford Treble Bob, three 720 's o f Kent Treble 
Bob, and two of Plain B ob, each called differently. Tenor cwt.
' C h a r l e s  W .  F o d n t a i n  ...Treble
* S e d m a n  H. S t b e l  .............. 2
• A r t h d r  H .  H o r n e r .............  3

•Jo h n  K. D o d g l a s  ............ 4
E d w a r d  R ic k it t  .............. 5
H e n r y  N. I m e s o n  ............Tenoi

Conducted by H . N. I m e s o n .
• First, peal. First peal as conductor. Rung as a farewell to the 

Rev. S. G. B. Exliam, who leaves shortly to take up duties at Wind­
sor,

FARNHAM.—On Sunday. Deo. 27th, for morning service, a quar- 
ter-peal o f Grandsiro Triples (1,260 changes), in 48 mins.: H. Prior 
1, J. Read 2, C. Wells 3. R. Hasted, jun. (conductor), 4, S. Mea- 
•dows 5, T. Upshall 6, R. Hasted, sen., 7, A. E. King 8.

SWINDON, WILTS.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION 
On Saturday, January 2, 1926, in Two Hours and Fifty-Eight Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o p  S t .  M a r k ,
A PEAL O F  BOB MI NO R,  6840 C H A N G E S !

Being seven 720 's each called differently Tenor 1 1  cwt. in F snarp.
G .  L a w r e n c e  

" H .  W h e e l e r
H . H a t t o n . . .

...Treble 

. . .  2

... 3

S. H o p p e r  .......................  . . .  4
I . E .  L e w i s  C o c k z y .............  j
A . H e a t h  .............................Tenor

Conducted by J. E. L e w i s  C o c k e y .
Rung as a welcome to the New Year. • First peal o f Minor. First 

peal o f Minor, first peal as conductor, and first peal for the Gloucester 
and Bristol Association by the ringer of the 5th, for whom the peal 
was arranged, and who wishes to express his thanks to Canon A. G. 
Gordon Ros9, and to the local company for the arrangements made. 

GREAT ADDINGTON, NORTHANTS.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, January 2, 1926, in Two Hours and Forty-Four Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  A l l  S a i n t s ,

A PEAL O F  MI NO R.  1040 C H A N G E S !
Comprising 2,880 of Oxford Single Bob and 2,160  o f Bob Minor.

Tenor 10  cwt.
B e r t  B a l l  .......................
J a m e s  H d d s o n  ..............
R e g i n a l d  C .  L o v e d a y

... 4
— 5 
...Tenot

Jo h n  B a l l .................................Treble
•A r t h d r  B a x t e r ....................  2

W i l l i a m  H a y o .......................  3
Conducted by R e g i n a l d  C. L o v e d  a y .

• First peal with a working bell. Arranged for A. Baxter. 
LYONSHALL, HEREFORDSHIRE.

THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD 
On Sunday, January 3, 1926, in Two Hours and Fifty-Six Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . M i c h a e l  a n d  A l l  A n g e l s ,
A PE AL  O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S :  

Being 42 six scores, 14  callings. Tenor 12  cwt.
•St a n l e y  Jo n e s  . . .  
•A l f r e d  G o o d i n g  

T r e v o r  Jo n e s  . . .

• First peal, 
the bells.

...Treble J a m e s  P .  H y e t t  ............ 4
W i l l i a m  E v a n s  .............  5

’ S id n e y  Jo n e s  .................... Tenor
Conducted by J. P .  H y e t t .

Rung on the first anniversary of the first peal on

HOLBETON. DEVON,
THE DEVONSHIRE GUILD.

( S o o t h - W e s t  D e v o n  B r a n c h . )
On Tuesday, Jtnuary 5, 1926, in Three Hours and Five Minutes 

A t  t h e  C h o r c h  o f  A l l  S a i n t s ,
A PE AL  O F  BOB MI NO R,  6040 C H A N G E S ;

Being seven 720 's each called differently. Tenor 14  cwt.
A. C .  B o o k l e s s - B r o w n e  ... 4 
R e v . E v e r a r d  S . P o w e l l . . .  5 
B e n j a m in  M i l l e r  ............Tenor

• R e g i n a l d  P a d d o n  ...............Treble
( W i l l i a m  B o o k l b s s - B r o w n e  2

Jo h n  R b e b y  .......................... 3
Conducted by the R e v . E. S .  P o w e l l .

• First peal, t  First peaTon a bob bell.
. FRAMPTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.

THE LINGOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, January 9, 1926, in Three Hours and Thirteen Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,
A PE AL  O F  MI NO R,  6040 C H A N G E S !

Being three 720 's o f Canterbury Pleasure, and four 720 's of Piain 
Bob, each called differently. Tenor 1 3 J cwt.

• W a l t e r  S t a p l e s  ...............Treble I F r a n k  D e w e y  ..........................  4
J o h n  T. B r o w n .......................... 2 I G e o r g e  C o l e m a n  ...............  5
W i l l i a m  E. C l a r k e ............... 3 | A r t h d r  H. P a l m e r  ...............Tenet

Conducted by A r t h u r  H . P a l m e r .
• First pea). Rung as a birthday compliment to Arthur H. Palmer.

M ID N IG H T  720's.
At Abbots Leigh, near Bristol, on Christmas Day, for morning 

service, 720 Oxford Treble Bob : G. Bennett 1, S. Bennett 2, G. 
Chamberlain 3, J. Ackerman 4, E. Frampton 5, L. Moore (conductor) 
6.—O11 December 27th, for evening service, 720 Kent Treble Bob, 
standing as above.. On December 31st, lialf-muffled, 720 of Cam­
bridge Surprise M inor: G. Bennett 1, G. Chamberlain 2. W. Framp­
ton 3. .1. Ackerman 4, E. Frampton 5. L. Moore (conductor) 6 : and 
720 of Kent and 720 of Oxford, for midnight.
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STAUNTON-ON-WYE, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sunday, January 10, 1926, in Two Hours and Forty-Eight Minutes 
A t  t h e  C h o r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A PEAL O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  
Being 42 six-scores with ten callings. Tenor 13  cwt.

■ W illia m  E . B r e w e r  ...T reb le
A l p r e d  G o o d in g  .............. 2
W i l l i a m  D o f t y  .............. 3

Conducted by W . E v a n s ,
*' First peal. Run" for evening service.

J a m e s  P. H y e t t  .............. 4
W i l l i a m  E v a n s .......................  5

' G e o r g e  B r e e z e .......................Tenor

HANDBELL PEAL.
LONDON.

THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
On Friday. January S, 1926, in Two Hours and Seventeen Minutes,

A t  ' T h e  C o f f e e  P o t , '  C i t y ,
A PEAL OF  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S .  5040 C H A N G E S )

T h c r s t a n s ' F o d r -p a r t .
H e r b e r t  L a n g d o n  .............. 1— 2 I C h a l l i s  F .  W i n n e y .................5— 6
A l f r e d  B .  P e c k .......................3— 4 | J a m e s  B o l l o c k .......................... 7— S

Conducted by  H. I . a n g d o n . Umpire : C h a r l e s  W .  R o b e r t s .

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .
PRESTON BRANCH SOCIAL.

The fifth annual social of the Preston Branch was held at St. 
.James’s, Leyland, and was a very successful function. About 120 
ringers and friends were present. The proceedings commenced with 
ringing on the tower bells until tea-time, and one band who pre­
ferred ringing to whist, rang a touch or two after tea, whilst the 
whist was 111 progress.

An excellent tea was provided by the local lingers and their lady 
friends. A short whist drive then took place, the prize-winners being 
very varied in age.

The rest of the proceedings, which took tho form of a concert and 
dance, were presided over by the Yicar (the Rev. — Dawson), who 
welcomed all present to St.’ James’s, and added, that although he 
knew very little about change riugiug, he had rung one bell at his 
last parish tor Matins and other services. He added that he would 
always be pleased to welcome the ringers to St. James’s, and ho 
hoped at some future time to welcome them to a full peal o f bells.

Mr. ,1. Booth, o f Standish, and hi- daughter, opened the concert 
with a selection on the handbells. This item was heartily applaud­
ed, and an encore given. A comic sketch by Mr. Hopwood, entitled 
‘ Tin Tram Conductor,' caused much merriment, and this item also 
was encored. Other contributions to the programme were songs oy 
Misses Alty and Bibby; comic songs and duets by Messrs. Barwise 
and Lanca.-tor; also some laughabl<^stories by the Vicar. The vari­
ous item? were interspersed with dances, old and new.

Mr. J. R. Taylor moved that the heartiest thanks of the gathering 
be given to all who had assisted in making the social a success.- 
This was seconded by Mr. E. R. Martin, and carried in the usual 
hearty manner, and brought another enjoyable gathering to a close.

E A L IN G  R IN G ER S' S U C C E S S F U L  Y E A R .
On Thursday, December 31st, at St. Mary’s Church, a quarter-peal 

o f Grandsire Triples (1,260 changes) was rung in 52 minutes, with the 
bells Calf-muffled, for the watch-night service: J. E. Burton 1, .T. E. 
Churchill 2. H. A. Harding 3. P. E. Clark 4, E. J. Walsom 5, A. H. 
Fulwell 6. H. A. Folkard 1. Fred W. Goodfellow (conductor) 8. The 
composition, bv L. Stillwell, contains 72 bobs and singles. At mid­
night the tenor was tolled twelve times, and the bells were rung 
‘ open ’ in rounds. After firing tlie bells twelve times, a course of 
Grandsire Triples was rung, and (lie bel’.s lowered in peal.

This was the thirty-second quarter-peal rung at. St. Mary’s during 
1925, and with the exception of it and one other, all were rung for 
Sunday service. By compiling the above total, the local band again 
head the list of quarter-peals rung in towers affiliated to the Middle­
sex County Association. The methods rung during the year were 
Orandsire an<T Sledman Triples, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob 
Major. The conducting was shared between Messrs. Stacey. Fulwell, 
Trollope, Hollier and Goodfellow, and Miss Moss, of Uxbridge, called 
her first quartcr-pear of * Ealing Delight.’ The ‘ go ’ o f the bells is 
not all that could be desired, and ill view of the regular service ring­
ing, it is satisfactory to hear that a proposal for their rehanging i« 
under discussion.

S T E D M A N  A N D  T H E  ‘ T IN T IN N A L O G IA . ’
By the Rev, H. DRAKE.

(Continued from Page 28.)
IV.

While it is, of course, impossible to assign each part of the book 
to its original source, and indeed it is not worth while making any 
very elaborate attempt to do so, wo can at any rate get some idea 
of tho sort of material the compiler bad to work 011.

(1) Probably the earliest is that from which the dedication >s taken. 
It seems to have been a small pamphlet of, maybe, 16 or 32 pages. 
The writer calls it ‘ a Dayes labour,’ a phrase which, oven with tin 
exaggeration to which reference has already been made, one could 
hardly use to describe our present volumo. As the writer apologises 
for publishing what lie does not altogether understand, the book may 
have consisted of somo older ringer's manuscript notes, which a 
learner thought would bo better in print.

(2) Ii is possible that the greater part of the title page was from 
the same, or a similar source. It is also possible that several o f tin 
shorter descriptions of various methods, (perhaps quite obsolete at 
the time this work was published) had been handed down in tradi­
tional form, from these early works, 011 Plain Changes and Cross 
Peals. 1

(3) Then there is the puzzle of the Cambridge Eight and torty.
(4) Then would come the work from which the Exordium is taken, 

which, as we have seen, would include Bob Doubles.
(5) Then, the work containing the verses on ringing, and including 

Graudsire.
(6) Finally, and almost certainly written for this work, the verse.-, 

on Grandsire Bob by R.R. ; and (bv him, or by a collaborator of his) 
all that part of this work which is about Grandsire Bob, together with 
any parts of the former works which may have seemed to need re­
writing. .

Whether any or all of these works had ever been printed, one can­
not, of course) say, but, it is most probable that both the Dedication 
ami the Exordium were copied from printed books. The latter may 
have been written by a Cambridge Don, who was a friend of tho 
writer of the rest o f ’ that book, and the same person may have sup­
plied tho line of Latin poetry which adorns the title page. (Tlii 
meaning of this line is, that when we arc learning, we should not lose 
our temper, nor be frivolous.)

Of course, by speaking of different ‘ works,’ one does not imply 
that they all necessarily appeared separately. And there is always 
the possibility that w© have hero a collection of what wo iuay cnll 
‘ cuttings,' made by Stedman, or more probably a friend of his.

Tho vague " 50 or 60 years ' may be a reference to the date of the 
earliest book 011 ringing then known. If so, the Exordium may b" 
half a century later than the Dedication.

V.
One or two points remain for consideration. First, as to the ' Cam­

bridge Eight and Forty.’ At the end of Plain Changes on three and 
four bells, there is a section (apparently misplaced from the end of 
five-bell changes), introduced with these w ords: ‘ I will here insert 
two or three old peals on five bells, which (though rejected in these 
days, yet) in former times were much in use, which for antiquity’s 
sake, I here set down.’

Then follows (a) ‘ The twenty all over,' (b) ‘ An Eight and Forty,' 
and (c) ' Cambridge Eight and Forty.’ The two former have instruc­
tions for ringing given, and are merely Plain Changes. But the last, 
has 110 instruction; one may almost say, less than none, for the only 
comment 011 the figures is a remark on its defects, viz., that tho 
Treble and Second never come behind, neither does the Fourth or 
Fifth come before. The figures consist of eight slow sixes rung 011 
the inside places of five bells. They are clumsily arranged, for they 
begin with two plain changes, and two of the sixes are one row short 
each, in order to avoid repeating these changes when they would oc­
cur in the natural course. This method is clearly neither Plain 
Changes nor a Cross Peal, yet it is here placed in the middle of Plain 
Changes, and treated very summarily, compared with tho way it is 
praised in tho Exordium. If it were not that many works of genius 
seem trifling and obvious when once they have been made, one would 
say that the two changes which Stedman made in this method, in 
order to form his Principle, were trifling and obvious. He merely 
inserted a quick six before each slow six. and placed the sixes in the 
front instead of in the middle. But lie was clearly only adapting 
Cambridge Eight and Forty, for he kopt 011 the two alien changes to 
begin with, only making them two changes of Grandsirc instead of 
the two Plain Changes of his model.

The way this Cambridge obsolete method is treated would seem as 
though Stcdman had got his ideas for his ' Campanalogia ■ in his 
m'nd, but wanted to get these other mothods, that some ringers want­
ed to have printed, out o f the way first.

Another point is, why the ‘ B o b ’ in ‘ Grandsire B o b ’ ? When 
Grandsire was first introduced, what we should call the Work of the
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Mrtlioil, would appear to ringers then 11s : (n) Cross Peal work iu 
places I and 2; (b) Plain Changes (making third's place); and (c) a 
Bob (or ‘ Dodge ’ ).

.Now, when ringing this 011 six hells, an additional place for making 
hub*'(or ’ dodges') was found by making second's place instead of 
thirds. 1 hus, this method could be described as Grandsire with an 
extra Bob. Or, in short, as Grandsiiv Boh. Therefore, if now wo 
are to go back to the old way of using the word Bob, iu the name of 
a method, it must mean that tho method, to which this word has been 
added, contains an extra place for dodging, compared with the method 
called by the same name, but without the word Bob.

We may also note that our author uses the word ‘ D odge ’ to de­
scribe two simultaneous * Bobs ’ (or Dodges). That is, two columns 
arc occupied in making his * Bob,' hut it takes four in which to make 
liis ‘ Dodge.’

Also, that the ringer o f the Quarler Hunt (we might say of the 
’ Observation Bell ') is instructed to give notice of every Bob Change 
by saying * Bob.’ That is to say, he had to call ’ bob ’ when there 
was a plain lead ! Whether lie had to call ‘ Double Bob ’ at a Bob 
lead, and ’ Single ’ as we do now, wo are not told. It may he the 
ringers were expected to learn the position of what we now know 
a- ‘ Calls,’ before they began to ling a touch. The wording shows 
tbat 1 calling ’ was a new practice, introduced in order to lingGrand- 
sirc Bob.

We may notice, loo, that the fact that many variations are given 
for ringing Grandsire ltob, shows that the method was quite new 
when 0111 hook was written, and had not then settled down to any 
definite standard.

Finally, that the difference between Plain Changes and Cross Peals 
lay ill th is: In Plain Changes each bell in turn was pricked (or ap­
pointed hence * pricking £iTe changes ’ ) to hunt up (or down); the 
other hells meanwhile-lying still. Ill Cross Peals, the bells all hunted 
up and down, across one another.

N O IS Y  B E L F R IE S .
To Ike Editor.

Sir,—In your issue of December 25th, I see the simple device said 
to be the design of Major J. H. B. Hesse for reducing the amount 
of. noise of bells in the streets surrounding tho church. I wish to in­
form the Major, and all others whom it may concern, that the same 
was erected in the bell chamber at St. Michael’s Church, Bishop’s 
Storlford, Herts, 40 years ago.—Yours,

HENRY JAMES TUCKER, Late Sexton and Steeplekeeper

T R U R O  D IO C E S A N  GUILD.
MEETING AT TRURO CATHEDRAL.

About 30 ringers attended a gathering at the Cathedral on Boxing 
Day, the towers of Gulval, Helston, St. Agnes, St. Columb Minor, St. 
Gluviiis, St. Newlyn East, and Kenwyn, being represented.

Most of the visiting ringers were unable to ring anything hut 
rounds, and tound the betls rather difficult to control, owing to the 
numHer (10) and long draft of rope, consequently the striking was 
often exceedingly rough. However, some quite good ringing was done 
by combined members of the Cathedral, Kenwyn and Gulval bauds, 
by whom touches of Grandsire Doubles and Triples were brought 
round, under the conductorship of the Diocesan Ringing Master, Dr. 
Symons, o f P»-nzance. Tlii* was the first time that the majority of 
those attending had rung on more than six bells.

After tea. which was provided in St. Mary’s Hall, Dr. Symons 
proposed 11 vote of thanks to the lady helpers.—The Truro District 
Secretary (Mr. A. S. Rooerts) pointed out how difficult it was to ar­
range these meetings when towers did not reply. Out of the 22 
towers invited only nine replied.

P R E S E N T A T IO N  T O  B E L F A S T  R IN G ER .
CHANGE RINGING DIFFICULTIES IN NORTH IRELAND'S 

CAPITAL.
A beautiful pockel book and wallet was presented on December 

30th to Mr. A. Abraham, a member of the St. Thomas’s band Bel­
fast, who is leaving for London to take up work in the Church Army. 
The gift was subscribed to by the members of the company, and tlie 
presentation was made by the Dean of Connor (President of the 
Ringing Society). j j

Mr. Abraham's departure will remove from Belfast one of a little 
band which lias been striving hard to keep the bells o f St. Thoma>”< 
Church ringing. The chief difficulty is the lack o f keenness and the 
constant changes in the band. As a result no progress3 can be made 
with change ringing, but the call changes that are rung are always 
well struck.

The custom of ringing out the old year and ringing in the new was 
observed, the muffles being on before midnight. The c witching 
hour * was announced by twelve ‘ volleys,’ and then the open bells 
burst out merrily and continued for half an hour. The belfry was 
crowded with visitors, who were much interested in seeing the ringers 
at their work.

LOUGHBOROUGH.
■  ■  ■

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS



40 T H E  RIN G IN G *W O RLD . January 151I1,

Foundry
E stablished
A .D . 1 0 7 0

(13tb year 
o i  reign ol  
Elizabeth).

MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

jB e llfo u n d e rs  a n d  
5 3 e llh a n g e rs ,

3 2  & 3 4 ,  W hitechapel Road 
LONDON, E.l.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
-for-

Recasting, Retuning and Rehanging.

H A N D B E L L S
In S e t s  o f  a n y  n u m b e r .

B E L L  R O P E S . M U F F L E S . A c

i i E L F R Y  G O S b l P .
A faculty lias been applied for, for the recasting and rchangiug of 

the penl of ton al Minehcad, Somerset. A peal of six near Mine- 
head is to bo augmented to eight.

Mr. Keith Hart, who has done such yeoman service to Siiki x 
ringing, is the only member of tile band left at St. Peter's tower. 
Brighton, which took part in tile first peal which he conducted 
thirty-three years ago next Tuesday.

One of the Central Council witnesses at the Coventry inquiry found 
himself sitting bes.de one of the Cathedral clergy, and after listening 
to the long schedule of fault' ending with ‘ Then comes the tenor, 
and that is not in tune with itself,' Ihu former whispered to the 
latter, 1 What a rotten lot o f hells,’ to which the response eagerly 
whispered Tjack, was * Yes, only these wretched ringers can find a 
good word to say for them.’ He hnd evidently not recognised the 
Council’s representative.

In response to an urgent nppeal from the Diocese of Jerusalem, the 
Rev. F. Llewelyn Edwards, lion, secretary of the Salisbury Diocesan 
Guild, is undertaking temporary work in the Island of Cyprus. Mr. 
Edwards will have charge of four churches—with no bclls at any of 
them. 'Hie llev. C. A. Phillips, one of the branch secretaries of tho 
Guild, will be in charge of Kington Magna during his absence.

To-day’s anniversaries include the 6,720 Norwich Court Bob rung 
in 1771 at St. Michael's Coslany, Norwich, and a peal o f 7,040 Oxford 
Treble Bob Major at St. Peter's, Nottingham, in 1774.

‘ The first true peal o f five thousand that ever was rung here ' 
was recorded of a ' compleat peal of Bob Tripplcs ’ rung at Si 
John’s, Croydon, 011 January 17th, 1754 or 1735 (it is not certain 
which).

The first peal of Grandsire Cinques was rung on January 19th, 1724, 
at St. Bride’s, Fleet Street.

A 5.040 of Gartliing’s Trebles (Grandsire)) was rung at St. Mar­
garet’s, Lynn, on January 20th, 1740.

Will. Cooter, who condemned as false the handbell peal of Sted- 
man Triples rung by the Cumberlands on December 19th, 1852. con­
ducted by John Cox, called a peal o f Stedman * in hand ’ on Jailtinry 
20th, 1854. It would lie interesting if any of our readers can throw 
light on this disputed peal to settle the claim to tho first peal of 
Stcdman Triples 1 on handbells retained in hand.’

A peal o f 6,600 Bob Maximus was rung at St. Marv-lhe-Great Cam­
bridge, 011 January 21st, 1788,

The modern vogue of Cambridge Surprise Royal was introduced bv 
a peal rung at Cheltenham on January 21st, 1898. It was published 
in the belief that it was tile first peal in the method, but a peal had 
been rung at Wakefield 011 October 26th, 1822.

Bishopwearmouth ringing has suffered yet another loss by death, 
Mr. Robert W. Lovie, who passed away in Sunderland last week He 
joined the Durham and Newcastle Diocesan Guild in 1892, and rang 
28 peals. He took up the art about tho same time as the late Major 
Hudson and Mr. W . T. Robson, they were all members of the same 
band, and rang a number of peals together.

Orders for the book on ‘ Method Splicing ’ should be sent, with re­
mittance of Is. 3d. per copy, to ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, Wok­
ing. Every ringer should have a copy of this book, from which can 
be acquired a full knowledge of the system by which many Minor 
methods can be rung in one true extent. To those who know noth­
ing of the theory and practice of method splicing this book will 
come as a revelation.

The British United Guilds dinner at Bristol on Saturday wh-- 
again a great success, and a large company enjoyed an extremely 
pleasant evening. A report will appear in our next issue.

Writing from Portsmouth, a correspondent says : ‘ Tho broadcasting 
of Stedman Caters from Birmingham on Sunday night came through 
perfectly. With 6—8 bobbed behind, whilst the 9th came out slow, 
made the bob, and went m quick and dodged to 6—7 up, the last 
course was very musical, the bells running into rounds perfectly at 
the last change of the six. after excellent striking. It was, indeed, a 
pleasing contrast to the chiming of St. Martin's-m-the-Ficlds.’

O U R  CHAMPION R IN G E R S.
Peal ringers are really a modest lot- of men. They ring peals, but 

it is with the utmost difficulty one can wring out of them any 
particulars of what they liavo done!

A fortnight ago we asked those who had rung 40 peak and up­
wards in 1925 to send us the number they rang, the number con­
ducted, and the number of lowers over which their peals for the 
year were spread.

Surely there were more than four who passed the 40 mark ! Yet 
this is all who have responded. Perhaps those who have not yet 
obliged 11s with the particulars a^ked for will send us the details by 
Monday next.
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C O V E N T R Y  B E L L S .
FACULTY FOR RECASTING GRANTED.

The petition by the Vicar and churchwardens of tlie Cathedral 
•Church ol St. Michael, Coventry, for the recasting of their bells was 
hoard 011 Monday, tin; 4th inst., and, as already indicated by the 
summary ol the proceedings which appeared in our last issue, was 
granted. _ .

The Chancellor of the Diocese (Mr. E. W. Mansell) held his Con­
sistory Court 111 the ancient buildings of the Palace Yard, Coventry, 
and the case occupied over four hours. Sir Henry Maddocks, K.C 
(instructed by Mr. W. P. Legen<ler), appeared for the Vicar mid 
churchwardens, and Alderman J. S. Pritchett, Recorder of Lincoln 
(instructed by Messrs. Rotherham and Co.), was for Mr. R. Caldieott. 
who opposed 'the petition. The Apparitor-General (Mr. G. J. Dalton) 
having opened the court. Mr. Walter Brewitt, the Diocesan Registrar, 
declared the terms of the application.

After the usual preliminary statement on either side, Sir H. Mad- 
docks opened the case for the petitioners. He said the original pro­
posal to melt down the ten bells into 14 had been amended, as 
slated, arifT the present scheme was unanimously approved by the 
Parochial Council on Juno 17th last. He said that tile inscriptions 
upon the present bells would be again used. He outlined the his­
tory of tin- bells from the 15th century, and said the peal was recast 
in 1774, and subsequently two others (.61 h and 10th) in 1799 and 
1804 (the tenor for the third time in its history). They were thus 
not ancient bells in the ordinary sense of the term. The present 
bells were not harmonious, the first seven bells were each a quart er- 
tono flat, the eighth and ninth were 1 -8-tone flat, and when they 
came to the tenor, that was not in tune with itself, the hum note 
being an augmented seventh (nearly a tone within the octave). He 
was told that these bells were cast at the worst period of bell found­
ing in history, and that was why they were so discordant, and not 
in harmony with themselves. It was only of recent years that me 
great secret o f the harmony of bells had been rediscovered. This 
was known as the Simpson or five-tone principle, and it was this 
principle which it was proposed to adopt, so as to obtain the best 
results. He added that, it was proposed to recast the ten bells as 
they wort, with heailstocks provided, so that they could be rung in 
the English manner if ever fortune gave them some place strong 
enough to allow them to be rung. It was proposed to add two hells 
to match the ten Ivells, so that there would be a ringing peal of 
twelve bells; anil two other bells would be added for carillon ptfr- 
.poses.

PIANO DEMONSTRATIONS.
Dr. W. H. Brazil, B.Sc., was then called, and gave particulars 

o f tile delects which, he had found in the bell tones (as previously 
enumerated by counsel). He explained the tones of a bell, viz., funda­
mental, hum and nominal, with certain overtones or harmonics, i.e. 
the tierce (or Miaor-third) and quiut (or Major-fifth), illustrating 
them severally on a piano. All the bells in the peal, he said, were 
distinctly out of tunc, their harmonics all wrong, and 111 most cases 
the hum notn nearly a full tone sharp. The bells were horribly 
inharmonious, and indeed belonged to the very worst period of Eng­
lish bell-founding, the last half o f tile 18th century and first half of 
the 19th. Dr. Brazil then proceeded to explain the Simpson five-tone 

principle, and demonstrate its tones by chords oil tile piano, and also 
those of tlio old-style tuning, the one sounding harmonious and the 
other very discordant. (The notes wcro (1) C, C, E flat, G, C, and 
(2) C sharp, 0 , E. G, C.) The new bells would be fitted with head­
stocks, so that if, at Coventry, they ever had a tower, they inigh^ 
be rung.

Cross-examined by Mr. Pritchett, ho said he had made a special 
study of bells. He had musical taste and a good ear, and could 
judge one-eighth of a tone. His statements were not merely con­
jecture, nor his illustrations upon the piano misleading.

Upon being asked if he was aware that the bells of Coventry had 
always had the reputation o f being the finest peal in England, he re­
plied : * I have heard so, but do not agree with it.’ Ho admitted, 
however, that he hail not heard them rung, as they had not been 
rung for 40 years. He had heard them chimed. He denied that 
when bells are rung in peal in the English fashion, the harmonies 
are merged into one sound. Asked if he knew that for centuries 
they had been regarded as one of the finest peals, he said he had 
heard so, but the. opinion only came from ringers, who were not to 
bo relied on; they cared much more for the 'g o *  of a liell than for 
its tone. He wished the bells to be the very best and perfect of 
their kind. Asked which he considered a perfect peal, he replied.
* Manchester Cathedral is a perfect Simpson peal.'

Answering the Chancellor, the witness said these bi lls had been 
recast on the Simpson principlo, a system univei-sally adopted by all 
modern bell founders wi-ti such success that we had been able to ex­
port £500 00") worth during the last few years.

Mr. Pritchett then asked t.ho witness if he had heard that Mr. 
Young, on behalf o f the church bell ringers, had offered to purchase

tie bells at llie price the founders had allowed them for old metal, 
with a view of their being stored, and later rehung 111 Coveutrv, or, 
failing that, elsewhere?

Dr. Brazil: I have heard of it.
Mr. Pritchett: Was the offer considered by the Parochial Council.-'
Dr. Brazil : It was not.

Mr. Pritchett : What do you -ay to such an offer yourself?
Dr. Brazil : I should certainly decline it.
Mr. Pritchett : On what grounds? There would be no pecuniary 

loss, for you would get the price o f the metal.
Dr. Brazil: It seems to me unnecessary.
The Chancellor said it. would mean getting a faculty, and it was 

difficult to get a faculty to sell church property.
Mr. Pritchett : You know that the bells arc going to the foundrj to 

be melted down? , . . .
Dr. Brazil : Yes, but we shall have the same metal bacK.

RINGERS NOT GOOD JUDGES.
nr. William Wooding St armor, Professor of Campanology at Bir­

mingham University, said he was a writer of articles upon bell*. H 
had examined the Cathedral I.elK and found the hum-tones irregu­
lar. He agreed with Dr. Brazi:'- evidence, but he preferred to con­
centrate upon three notes in a bell, viz., the nominal strike an I 
hum. These three settled everything. The lium-notes of thrae bells 
ranged from the >ixtl. to the seventh, and this ‘ onew as so adop cd 
he Thought by English bell tuners m view of change ringing. All the 
bells varied, and even one bell out made the rest inaccurate A 
regards the Simpson principle, it was not a new one. It bad be^u 
carried out by the greatest o! Belgium founders of all time. n i  
instanced the Hemonvs, the Aerscholts, etc. The sjs m w 
prove St. Michael's bells. He had spent 30 years analysing bells all

T roL ^ x a m in ed  by Mr. Pritchett witness said he was as a1 toy , » 
ringer, but had never rung a peal he was glad to say. He could no 
a X  that ringers were good judges of bell tones; they thought more 
of the 'g o  - o f a bell. Asked a , to his knowledge of practical id 
tuning, lie said he was afraid that his knowledge did not lie that 
way. He admitted that deflect, were common. 111 bells, and modem 
ones must be adjusted after casting.

Mr. Pritchett: Have.you heard these bells? . .
Dr. Starm er: Yes, 1 heard the hour bell this morning, and Uu 

hum-note was not correct. , , , , -
Mr. Pritchett: Would 111.: man m the street find auy defect 111 tm

luiin-note?^
Dr Stavmor: Noi- unle>> lie were a musical man.
In reply to further quest ions, witness said it was possible to make 

the bells as proposed, scientifically adjusted and accurate. The citi­
zens might not hear the Minor third, ,<for could ringers judge .he 
tone or bells. Possibly bells might be too much tuned.

Mr. Pritchett: When these bells tire adjusted, would they be anj 
better to the man in the street?

Dr. Starmer : 1 am not concerned with the man 111 the street, 11 is
whether it is good. '’ . -

Mr Pritchett: Do you think, supposing the fundamental note is 
correct, that it matters one farthing to the citizens of Coventry.

Dr. Starmer: I cannot answer for the citizens of Covent rj ; 0111 
thing is good and the other not.

In re-examination, Dr. Starmer stated that if the bells were recast 
there would be more tone and resonance.

Mr. R. Ashton Houseman said he was the secretary of Mes>rs. 
Gillett and Johnston, makers of bells and carillons, of Croydon. 
He had examined the bells, but was not a musical expert. His ex­
perience was that- recasting always improved the tones of bells, and 
would effect a great improvement in these ten.

Cross-examined bv Mr. Pritchett: He said he had never read or 
heard of ' Shipway.' He was not concerned with the technical side of 
the business, but with the administrative side only. Their experi­
ence showed that- tlieso bells are inharmonious, and when contrasted 
with a Simpson-tuned peal, v -ry bad, the defects being marked in* 
deed.

By the Chancellor : The defects would be more apparent in chiming 
than in ringing.

This concluded the evidence for the petitioners.
CASE FOR TOE OPPOSITION.

Mr. Pritchett, in opening his case for the opposition, said that 
though he appeared nominally for Mr. Caldicott. he practically re­
presented the lingers of England, and lie was supported bv the Cen­
tral Council o f Church Bell Ringers. Coventry bells had the reputa­
tion of being au extraordinarily line peal. 'an d  consequently the 
Exercise took the greatest interest in them, and were loath to have 
the bells melted on any pretext whatever. He was proud to be one 
of the four present who had :ung upon the bells over 40 years ago. 
Ho would call these witnesses fo testify fl> to the excellent quality 
of the bells as a peal. If the peal was a first-class peal, surely >t 

ought to be preserved, and the itizens of Coventry ought, not to ho
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deprived of a heritage, simply because certain experts said that the 
harmonics were defective, It might be possible, theoretically, by n -  
casting these bells to produce ii more perfect peal, but he submitted 
that it was not at all necessary. With the exception of the light ring 
al Stoke, Coventry had no bells which could bi rung to-day, in the 
old English fashion, 011 occasions of public rejoicings. As far as licll 
ringing was concemod, the city would be isolated from the rest of 
Knglacd.

The Chancellor : It. is now.
Mr. Pritchett: Yes, but if this petition is granted, all hope ot 

having a ringing peal will be taken away.
Mr. Pritchett concluded ~bv stating that the ringers of England 

desired this matter to be thoroughly investigated ere the identity 
o f M ich  a famous peal should be destroyed, nor could such a desire 
be wondered at, considering that as a peal t h e  bells were simply ex­
cellent.

After the luncheon interval. Mr. Pritchett, called Mr. R. Caldicoit, 
a churchwarden of Coventry until last year. H. had entered :i 
caveat, he said, on the ground that he thought the scheme lmd 1101 
been properly thought out. He was also influenced by the fact of 
finding that the bell lingers of England were against it, and because 
"i tlm more than ordinary reputation of the peal. He had never 
heard any citizen raise any objection to the present bells.

Sir Henry Maddocks, in cross-examination, asked if he still object­
ed. now that he was to have the ten bells kept as such, but improved, 
tii which witness replied that he objected to the bells losing their in­
dividuality. He could not accept the suggestion that they would be 
better.

.Sir Henrv : But you have heard the guarantee of the bell founders?
Mr. Caldicott: Yes, but I beg to differ.
The Chancellor: By previous recasting the bells have already lost 

their original identity, and have not preserved their original form, 
why would they lose their identity by recasting in 1926?

Mr. Caldicott replied that he considered the old way better than 
the modern upon which they were to he recast. Replying further to 
'lie Chancellor, he said he was 'non-musical.'

The Chancellor: To the non-musical they are not out of tune?— 
Vo (laughter). If, however, you get. five so-called musical people to 
sav the bells are out of tune, no two will point out the same faults.

(To be continued.)

A WITNESS’S IMPRESSIONS
Dear Sir,—Alas! the famous Coventry bells are now in the con- 

ileumed cel I--probably on their way to tile execution shed by this 
tiino, without any chance of a reprieve, consigned to this ignoble fate 
by a cleverly prearranged plan to wilfully destroy * tho finest ring 
of bells extant,’ in order to satisfy the wliims of a new craze.

I would like the ringers of England, the older ones at any rate, 
who remember these bells, to know tha; a necessarily small section of 
us did all in our power to save these bells. It was the first, time we 
had ever been in a Consistory Court, and, 1 for one,, hope it may l>e 
the last, for I was as much surprised at the proceedings as if I lmd 
met Canon Coleridge there dressed as a boy ‘scout !

To begin with, I must say, in justice- to the Chancellor of the 
Diocese who presided, that from the manner in which the case was 
presented, lie could not very well liav, arrived at any other decision. 
From the very beginning it was easy to see the carefully prepared 
scheme, and tile able manner in which all in authority had been 
' spoon-fed ‘ 011 the five-toned principle; also that the good people of 
Coventry ignored the fact that they had already in their possession 
a national monument, in the shape o f a ring of ten second to none 
for sweetness of tone and richness of sound. The bells are, indeed, 
an outstanding feature of the bell founders' art in days gone b y !

I was staggered at. the amount of time occupied in the condemna­
tion of the bells—anything the * campanological experts’ could in­
vent. was eagerly listened to and made a note of. The three or four 
well-known ringers present who spoke on behalf of the bells, and hail 
actuairy rung on them, were at once interrupted the moment any­
thing was said likely to upset, the arrangements. I am not a ‘ self- 
conslituted campanological expert,’ but having been a ringer for 
nearly 50 years, and rung in over 900 belfries, from Inverness to the 
coast o f Cornwall, including every Cathedral, Abbey and Minster 
where ringing takes place, I certainly ought to be credited with know­
ing a good ring of bells when I hear then".—for my experience includes 
good, bad and indifferent. I made special application to have three 
or four minutes only, in order to ‘ build up ’ my various reasons for 
retaining Coventry hells, but this was at- once crushed! Certainly I 
strongly denounced the ‘ howl,’ for I am sure it affects the changes 
in ringing, then so surely must it also affect the harmony in tune 
playing.

One procedure I thought most unfair, and that was the provision of 
a piano, for a hostile expert, who ha.i already taken op more tim« 
than anyone else, to strike certain discordant notes, and declare to 
the Chancellor that each sound represented a certain bell in St. 
Michael's tower!

I stated clearly that 1  did not agree with the ‘ experts ‘ who gave 
lengthy demonstrations on the * hum-note,’ and the ‘ tup-note ’ and 
all the other notes, on the ground that they must hear the bells ring­
ing in tlie orthodox manner, high up in the steeple, to properly judge 
their tone. Another thing t made a strong protest against was the 
statement that lingers' ears were non-musical, and that they were 
concerned more with the go ’ o f (he bells than with their tone! In 
answer to counsel as to what test I applied to St.. Michael’ s bells, it 
seemed that I was at once “ out of cou rt' because I do not carry a 
pocketful ot sensitive tuning forks about with me I My memory of 
40 years ago was also questioned, but the answer that those who call 
peals of 5,000 changes and upwards are blessed with singularly good 
memories, was also unheeded.

Isolated cases of good bells may be found in various places. fo r  
example, How tenor, the 11th at St. Saviour's, and the corresponding 
bell at Exeter Cathedral, all stand out in bold relief, but at Coven­
try they are (or were) all good. In my early ringing days the very 
name of Coventry was revered among ringers all over the country—it 
was, indeed, a soil, of Mecca, to which occasional pilgrimages were 
made, and anyone making this visit at once obtained the hall-nuirk 
of an enthusiast.

During tho luncheon hour, the Rural Dean approached me on the 
subject, and when 1  congratulated him on the superb bells already 
there, lie replied, ‘ A ll! but you will soon hear something so much 
better when they are recast'! I * liae me doots.' Our counsel. 
Alderman Pritchett, of Birmingham, made a very able appeal, nut 
all to 110 purpose, and' strange to say, during his address, two or 
three fire engines dashed past outside, their clanging bells causing 1. 
considerable din. Alderman Pritchett certainly missed a chance in 
not suggesting that they were * Simpson-tuned 1 am sure they made 
noise enough!

All offer was made to purchase the bells at the price the bell 
founders would allow for old metal—but no, the ’ wonderful ’ new 
bens must be of their ‘ own metal ’ I

So let those authorities, who have a good ring of bells under their 
care, be ever 011 their guard, and preparod to resist the overtures of 
any ' experts ’ who may for some unknown motive, wish to ' im­
prove ’ their bells!

Many years ago, a well-known bell founder told me of the finest 
peal they had ever cast—in fact, described it as the firm’s masterpiece. 
I called the first peal 011 that, ten nearly 40 years ago, and, strange 
to say. some of us had ' been about the country ’ all agreed that nicy 
were ' a magnificent peal, but they don’t come come up to Coven­
try ’ !—Yours truly, F E. DAWE.

COUNCIL DESERVE THANKS OF EXERCISE.
To the Editor.

Sir,— It has been sometimes stated by detractors o f the Central 
Council that, it serves 110 useful purpose to the Exercise at large, but
I submit that, the grateful thanks o f the whole body of ringers is due 
to the Council for the gallant fight made, firstly for the preservation 
ot Coventry Cathedral bells from the hands of the founders, but 
chiefly for the defence of the principle involved.

It. is true that the Council was unsuccessful in its effortf, but that 
fact docs not detract from the merit of their action in the matter.

It should be noted that the supporters of the faculty for the re­
casting were not able to bring forward one practical ringer to give 
evidence on their behalf, notwithstanding the presence of the ‘ Pro­
fessor o f Campanology ’ and an ounce of practical experience is worlli 
a ton of theory.

The apparent apathy of the citizens of Coventry to the project is 
easily accounted for by the fact, that for over 40 years they have 
heard no ringing at all, and it is a truism that what one lias never 
had, one does not miss.

Anil, therefore, instead of a chorus of praise to Almighty God, for 
which purpose surely the bells were designed and dedicated, we are
lo have selections of popular secular airs for the edification of street 
loungers—and Professors of Campinology. If will, I suppose, be 
some compensation for the loss of the Savoy bands from the Radio 
programmes, and doubtless the Cathedral authorities can be induced 
to include ' Ukulele Lady ’ in their repertoire.

The bell founders are not open to blame. After all, it is business, 
and there is 110 sentiment 111 business, but ringers have proverbially 
long memories.—Yours laithfully, OSWALD J. HUNT.

125, Westwood Road, Coventry,

.SHOREHAM, SUSSEX.—At St. Mary De Haura’s Church, on New 
Year’s Eve, a quarter-peal of tirandsiro Triples, with tho bells half* 
mufflcd : T". Green 1, Bert Challen 2, R. Noakes 3, C. Thomas 4, T. 
Burtenshaw 5, E. Marsh 6, H. Stalham (conductor) 7, R. Challcn 8. 
First atft-mpt for a qnartcr-pca! by the 1st, 4th and 8th.
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N O T E S  B Y  T H E  W A Y .
THE HISTORY OF IMPERIAL TREBLE BOB.

By J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.
Historically, one of the most interesting methods printed by Hub-

1,, , 1-d is Imperial Treble Bul«: a method long since obsolete, but- once 
v<-ry popular at Norwich. The 12,600 of Grandsire Caters at Man- 
eroi't in 1737 was tho climax of tho first, period of the history of the 
Norwich Scholars. There followed twenty-three years, about which at 
present we know nothing. So far as peal ringing went, the older 
men, Melchior, Crane, and the others, were resting on their laurels; 
lint we must not suppose that these were years of decline or stagna­
tion. No doubt there was plenty of good ringing, and younger men 
were growing up who were to show themselves worthy successors ot 
liarthon and his men. Some o f them, like William Porter and 
Christopher Lindsey, were interested in the theory as well as the prac­
tice of change ringing. William Porter was the composer of Double 
Norwich Court Bob, and Lindsey was, 1 believe, the composer of Im­
perial. Both these methods were extensively practised in the city, and 
the next recorded peal, after the long Grandsire Caters was one of 
Imperial. It was rung at St. tiilcs'. on November 17tli, 1760. It 
was called Imperial tho Third, and the following men took part in 
it John Chamberlain, Christopher Lindsey, John Barton, James 
Watling, John Havers. John Webster, James Vines, and John Dye. 
These are all new names except one, Jolm Webster, who had been 
for many years one of Melchior's band, and of whose tragic death 
at the end of Ibis peal 1 have already told. The others were to make 
their mark on the history of ringing. The peal was conducted by 
John Chamberlain, and he afterwards rang in and conducted three 
other notable peals, the first peal of Double Norwich Royal, at Man- 
crot’t in 1769: the first peal o f Double Norwich Major, at Coslany in 
1771; and a 6,048 of Imperial at Coslany in 177/.

For some reason or other none of these three peals is recorded by a 
peal board, as was the custom in Norwich both earlier and later; 
and it. is possible and even probable that other peals were rung at 
tlii- time by this skilful band, o f which we have no record. St. 
Giles' hells had been made eight as far back as 1738, but this Im­
perial seems to be the first peal rung on them. We must remember 
that bell hanging in those days was not. the accurate thing it is now.
1 1 was very much a matter of luck whether the bells went well or 
not. St. Michael's seem to have gone well from the first, but I 
imagine that it was otherwise at St. Giles* and St. Andrew’s. Any­
how, it. was not. for lack of good ringers that the first peal at St. 
t l i l e s ’  was not. rung till twenty-live years, and the first at St. An­
drew’s not till one hundred and eighteen years after they were re­
spectively made eights.

The fbllSwing is the account of the second peal o f Imperial, from 
I lie 1 Norwich Mercury ’ :—

On January 13th, 1772, was rung at St. Michael's, Coslany, Nor­
wich, 6,048 changes of IMPERIAL the THIRD, in 3 hours and 66 
minutes, conducted by John Chamberlain. Stations of ringers thus :
John Chamberlain 
William Warner 
John Havers 
John Dixon ...

Treble 
2
3
4

'l’ lie peal was composed by Christopher 
Lindsey, and, unlike most of these old com­
positions, has come down to us. Lindsey, 
no doubt, composed a good many more peals, 
but. they have all perished, and we can 
hardly judge what advance had been made 
in composition by him and the other Nor­
wich ringers. The last we hear of him was 
when, in 1778, he rang the sixth at Man- 
croft to the 6,240 of Oxford Treble Twelve, 
then the longest peal of Maximus rung.

Whatever else Thomas Blakemore took 
back with him to Loudon as the result of

James Watling ..............  5
James Vine .................. 6
John Dve .........................  7
Simon Walling ..........  Tenor

6048
234567

234675
763452
236457

3 5 7

Repeat these three 
courses I wice, omit­
ting last, bob last 

ic gives 3^2567. 
Twice repeat tho 

whole.
his foraging expedition to Norwich, where you will remember he was 
Lindsey's guest, it is pretty certain that Court Bob as rung at Nor­
wich and Imperial were among his spoils. Both of these methods 
dulv appeared in ‘ The Clavis.’ The authors explain the rather 
curious title o f the latter by saying that it was called Imper­
ial tfie Third because there had been two older Imperial methods, 
and this Hiird was the result o f improvements in the other two. What 
Imperial the Second was I do not know. I believe it is entirely lost. 
But. the original Imperial has survived, and a very interesting 
method it is. It is, so far as we can toll, (lie oldest of all the Treble 
Bob Major methods. It goes back to the last quarter of the seven­
teenth century, and is older than Oxford, which was’ not known in 
1700. and, of course, mucli older than Kent, which was not rung till 
•Tames Barham’s time.

One of the earliest books that deal will, ringing was called ‘ The 
School o f Recreation.' It was first published in 1684. and there seem 
to have been two other editions dated 1701 and 1732. The notes I

have are from the 1701 edition, but 1 am not too sure of the date, as 
1  am quoting from notes and not from the original which 1  have 
never seen. The author (who he was 1 do not know), after dealing 
with Grandsirc Bob, goes on, * 1 shall next collect what London peals 
I think most harmouious and agreeable without troubling myself to 
go to Oxford or Nottingham or Reading to inquire after their differ­
ent methods of peals, as indeed needless, and my reason is this, be­
cause I think the same rules for peals that are suitabse to onr Lon­
don genius may challenge likewise an acceptance amongst other 
cities, provided their steeples are furnished with as many and good 
bells, and their belfries with as ingenious and elaborate ringers as 
here in Loudon.

The first method on eight bells lie gives is Imperial Bob. When 
we examine it we find lliat it is the same as what we now know as 
Norfolk Suipri.se, with the addition o f second’s place when the treble 
is leading and seventh's place when the treble is lying behind; or, 
to put it another way, it is Double Oxford turned into a Treble Bob 
method in the same way that Norfoln Surprise is Double Norwich 
turned into a Treble Bob method. Historically there is this differ­
ence, that Norfolk actually was got from Double Norwich, but 
Imperial Bob is more than a hundred years oldef- than Double Oxford 
Major.

Imperial Bob is an interesting example of a cross peal being made 
out of and on the lines of the older plain changes. The treble has 
a continuous Treble Bob hunt, the other bells move only sufficiently 
to let her pass, but instead of lying still as in plain changes, they 
dodge in pairs. Thus you get eleven-pull dodging at lead and be­
hind—an excessive amount, monotonous to eye and ear; and we can 
easily understand that very* early attempts were made to improve 
the method by shortening the doging.

This was done in Imperial the Third by leaving out the internal 
places at the cross sections, i.e.. the Double Norwich places. The 
result is to give you a method which construetionally is Double Bob 
turned into a Treble Bob Method, bnt spoilt because the places in 
3—4 and 5 6, which are necessary to prevent repetition o f rows, are 
no longer made on the same two bells, and consequently you do 
not get Bob Major lead ends. The tenors arc badly parted, and 
the music cannot be good. If you compare Imperial the Third with 
Albion you will see how this defect can be remedied by substituting 
the Kent places of the latter for the Oxford places o f the former.

Imperial Bob. Imperial the Third. Albion T.B,
12436587 12436587 12436587

12345678 12345678 12345678
21436587 21436587 21435687
12346578 12346578 12346578
21435687 21435687 21436587

24136578 24153867 24163857
42315637 42518376 42613875
24135678 241.58367 24168357
42316587 42513876 42618375

24361578 45231786 46281735
42635187 54327168 64287153
24631578 45321786 46821735
42365187 54237168 64827153

24635817 52473618 68472513
42368571 25746381 86475231
24365817 52743618 68742513
42638571 25476381 86745231

24365871 52743681 87654321
If n line is drawn through the places in these three methods tliev 

can easily be compared. . . .
So far as the work is conccrned Imperial the Third is much 

the most difficult o f the three, and it would take quite a good band 
to ring it. Although ‘ The Clavis ’ printed it and Shipway included 
it in his book, I do not think it over was practised in London. One 
or two peals were rung away from Norwich, and then the method 
died out. It is not at all likely that another peal o f it will be ruug. 
unless it be as a mere curiosity.

T H E  F IR S T  1926 D A T E  TOUCH.
At St. John’s Church, Hoylandswaine, Yorks, on New Year's Eve, 

to ‘ ring out the old and ring in the new year,’ a date touch of Bob 
Minor (1,926 changes), in 1 hour and 11 minutes : L. Wilkinson, jun.,
1, F. Broadhead 2, L. Wilkinson 3, W. E. Robinson 4, S. Fielding 5.
E. Brooke (conductor) 6.

On January 4th, at All Saints’ , Rettcndon, a date touch of 1,926 
changes, in 1 hour 1 minute, in the following methods: 720 Kent 
Treble Bob, 720 Oxford Treble Bob, 334 Plain Bob. 72 Kent. Treblf 
Bob, and 30 o f Grandsire Doubles : W . Jay 1, A. Cardy 2, W. May 
3, R. Wheston 4. C,. Frost (lougcst length) 5, F. C. May (conduc­
tor) 6.
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IN S T R U C T IO N  OF B E G IN N E R S .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It is pleasing to note in your columns that the anove 
subject has come to the front again. I am pleased, because in my 
opinion, instruction to beginners is the most important work ihc 
Exercise can undertake, and, 1  am afraid, the most neglected.

1 quite feel with Mr. 1'idler when he speakers of the haphazard 
way in which beginners are instructed. J have seen 11 great many 
cases which have reminded me of a man instructing a •sparrow to 
liy. He throws it up, and if it comes down again he throws it up 
again until away it flies; then the man stands up with pride, and 
says: ‘ There, that’s the way to do it.’ A great many of our young 
ringers are taught in the same way. If they are fortunate to have 
that natural gift they soon tly away; if not, they get disheartened 
with the hard knocks they get-, and either give it up altogether, or, 
■eventually, arc content to remain at the bottom.

What is the cause of this haphazard instruction? I should say it is 
the haphazard way in winch our instructors, who are very often 
towerkeepers, are elected. Afc our meeting. Bob proposes Dick, and 
there you are.' Never a question as to Dick’s abilities. Then again, 
where the church authorities appoint the man to take charge of the 
tower, do they ever raise the question of ringing ability? If they did, 
why, they have no ringing knowledge, and, therefore, nothing to 
guide them in their choice. What happens when a church requires an 
organist; the applicant has to place on the table his papers to slmw 
what he can do, and invariably the man appointed is a capable one. 
Tf we are to have better ringing for our services, and I eertainlv 
think wo need 1L, then we shall only get it when we get the ri"ht 
man in the right place.

My travels have convinced me of this; where there is an indifferent 
leader, there you get inditterent ringing. Where is the remedy?

I often feel at a great loss to know why the Central Council do 
not go into this matter thoroughly. I  do not see why they should 
not set various tests in a ringer’s career, with tile reward of some 
certificate or other. I firmly believe that, this would not only be an 
incentive to progress, but it would eventually put every man in his 
proper place.

If the Council set the tests, each association could appoint its own 
examiners. The whole system would work smoothly, and with very 
little cost, and would lilt ringing 011 to a higher plane. I very ofteii 
think that our business and workings are just a little too much con­
trolled bv the leading peal ringers. I  hope 1  am not here misunder­
stood. Peal ringers are necessary, our expert conductors are great 
men, and entitled to all the praise and appreciation we can give 
them, but ' Instruction to Beginners ’ is equally itr.cort.ant. and ought 
to be urought a little more into the limelight.—Yours truly,

, II. LUDKIX.

STEPPING-STONES.
Dear Sir,- I n  your issue of January 1 st, Mr. Fidler asked me the 

lollowing question :—
0 f fcw° 1'reblc Bob Minor ringers one has rung nothin?

more diihcult, the other is conversant with Cambridge and London 
burpriso Minor. Which of the two would be the quicker to ring the 
Alajor extensions of these methods, and why?’ ‘

Now of these two ringers the first is a Kent Treble Bob Minor 
ringer, but the second is, I should say, a Surprise Minor ringer, it  
is obvious, therefore, that the second, tile Surprise Minor ringer 
W°m quicker to ring the Major extensions.

Mr. Fidler previously suggested that the ringer who is desirous of 
becoming a Surprise Major linger should use tile Spliccd Minor 
methods detailed by him in ‘ The Ringing World,’ as a stepping-stone
io tneso methods.

Again, had 1 three ringers, one a Kent Treble Bob Minor ringer 
another a Surprise Minor linger, and a third who is conversant with 
the Spliccd Minor methods, I should again choose the Surprise Minor 
ringer as being the most capable of passing on to Surprise Major 
methods, Surprise Minor being, I consider, a better stepping-stone 
to higher methods than the more complicated Spiced Minor methods.

As a course of study for a ringer who is desirous of becoming a 
Surprise Major ringer, 1 should suggest that he takes methods in the 
order given in 1 Standard Methods ’ that is—Boh Minor. Oxford and 
Kent Treble Bob Minor, Cambridge and London Surprise Mjnor, 
Kent and Oxford Major and Double Norwich. Ringers who are not 
desirous of becoming Surprise Major ringers will undoubtedly find 
Spliced Minor methods an interesting study, but certainly not the 
best, stepping-stono to higher methods.

Mr. Fidler asserts that eighUbcll ringers look down on Minor 
ringers.

With this I, with many other ringers, entirely disagree. There 
may be individual cases of this, but most- eight-bell ringers have pre­
viously been Minor ringers, and in view of tlicir early struggles it is 
not in the nature of things that they should look down on Minor 
ringers. \V. BIBBY.

THE VALUE OF ‘ COURSING.’
Dear Sir>—There is much ill Mr. Fidler’s letter on the above, with 

which 1 cordially agree, but on 0110 sentence I beg to differ. Mr. 
Fidler says • there is too much reliance on the coursmg system.’ Will 
lie give us n better system? 1  maintain that if ringers wore taught 
more largely by the coursing method, they would pick up the differ­
ent methods quicker and easier. 1 entirely agreo with his view mat 
six-bell ringing is a good stepping-stone to Major, that is why so 
many six-bell lingers find Cambridge Major easier to ring than Super­
lative, provided they have been able to got the practice of Cambridge 
011 six. -Yours truly, . VV. KEEBLE.

S U N D A Y  S E R V IC E  T O U C H E S .
W e  r e g r e t  th a t , o w in g  to  th e  d em a n d s  upon  th e  space 

a va ila b le  fo r  S u n d a y  S e rv ice  T o u ch e s , w e  a re  u n a b le  to  
u n d e r ta k e  to  in se r t a n y th in g  le s s  th a n  a q u a r te r -p e a l 011 
e ig h t  b e lls  and u p w a rd s , and 7 2 0  o f  D ou b les  o r  M in or. M an y 
c o r re s p o n d e n ts  sen d  us q u ite  s h o r t  to u c h e s  fo r  p u b lica tion  
and th e y  m u st n o t  be d isa p p o in ted  if w e  a re  u n a b le  to  find  
ro o m  fo r  th e m .

BANGOR. NORTH WALES.—On Sunday, Dee. 13th, for Welsh .ser­
vice, at the Church of St. David, a quarter-peal of Grandsiri Triples 
(1,260 changes), in 50 mills.: F. A. Hobb 1, D. P. Robert* (firsl 
quarter-peal) 2, J. H. Midwinter 3, W. T. Pcgler (conductor) 4, T. 
Jones 5, J. L. Jones 6, A. E. Pegler 7, C. L. Jones 8.

STANSTED, ESSEX.—On Sunday, Dec. 13th, for morning service, 
and as a welcome to the Bishop of Chelmsford, a quarter-peal of 
Stedman Triples (1.260 changes): G. Jordan 1, H. Watts 2, T. Jordan 
3, W. Prior 4, F. Bird (conductor) 5. T. Waits 6. W. T. Prior 7, 
J. Prior 8.

KING’S NORTON. -On Sunday, Dec. 6th, a quarter-peal of Grand- 
sirc Tnples (1.260 changes): F. Yates 1. L. S. Griffiths 2. W. E. 
Moore (first with a bob bell) 3, H. Williams 4, C. H. Webb 5, W. 
Ball 6, H. Withers (conductor) 7, J. Betterton 8.

LONDON.—On Suuday, Dec. 6th, for evening service, at St. Clement 
Danes’ , Strand, 1,277 Grandsire Caters; S. C’. Moye 1, T. H. Talfemb r 
(conductor) 2. C. F. Winney 3, A. J. Neale 4, G. A. Card 5. L. Bay- 
but 6, .1. R. Gammon 7, R. F. Deal 8 E. D Smith 9, A. T. Keigh­
ley 10 .

PEERING. ESSEX.—On Sunday, December 6th, for evening ser­
vice, 720 Oxford Treble B ob: J, C. Newman 1, W . Kuopp 2, C. .1. 
Rogers 3, R. Fisher 4, G. Hayward 5, W. Keeble (conductor) 6 .

CHRISTCHURCH, HANTS.—On Sunday, Nov. 29th, for evensong, 
a quart cr-peal of Grandsire Caters, in 56 mins.: Miss Sparshott 1,
G. Pullinger 2, W. Stone 3, E. Hinton 4, G. Stone 5, C. Johnson 6,
F. Sparshott 7. A. Woolf 8, G. Preston (conductor) 9, W. Fowler 10. 
Arranged for ringers of 2nd and* 6th.

LLANDUDNO.—At Holy Trinity, for evening service, on Nov. 29th. 
a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples (1,260 changes), from ‘ The 
Clavis ’ : T. Barron 1, It. Fairlie 2, T. Hensher 3, E. Lodge 4, S. Brown 
5, A. Fairlie 6, J. Puplctt (conductor) 7, T. Lowe 8.—Also on Dee. 
13th, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples (1,260 changes), in 50 m ins.-. 
T. Barron 1, It. Fairlie 2, E. Lodge 3, W. E. Pegler 4, S. Brown 5, J. 
Puplett (conductor) 6, A. Fairlie 7, T, Lowe 8.

LONDON.—At the Church of St. Matthew, Bethnal Green, on 
November 15th, for evensong, being tile annual Church Parade of tin 
local branch of the British Legion, 1,680 changes Grandsire Triples, in 
62 mins. : T. O. Bone I, J. Martin 2, J. II. Parrott (longest length 
inside) 3, W . W. Rtrveiis 4, S. Penfold 5, H. Hills 6, F. Smith 
(longest touch as conductor) 7, H. C. Taylor 8.

PORTSMOUTH. — On Sunday, Nov! 15th. for evensong, at St. 
Mary’s, 1,260 Slcdman Triples, in 47 m ins.: J. I. Symons 1 C. Grove,
2, R. J. stone 3, J. Topp 4, J. D. Harris 5, T. R. Taylor 6, F. W. 
Rogers (conductor) 7. J. Paterson 8. Rung on the occasion of the 
visit of the Bishop of Southwark, a former Vicar of this parish.

DOVER, KENT.—On Sunday, Nov. IStli, for the evening service, at 
St. Mary’s Church, a quarter-peal o f Stcdmau Triples (1,260 
changes), in 45 mins. : R. H. Stevens 1, S. A. Baker 2, C. R. Millwav
3, A. G. Wralton (first quarter in the method) 4, C. R. Walker 5, H. 
J. Saunders 6, C. Turner (conductor) 7, L. V. Sibley 8.

N O TICE.
D E V O N S H IR E  G U IL D .—Mid-Devon Branch.— The 

annual meeting of the Branch will be held at Paignton on 
Saturday, Jan . 23rd. Bells (8) available 3 p.m. Service 
4 .15 . Tea 5 p.m. All those intending to be present 
please advise me by Thursday, 21st inst. All welcome.— 
H. J. Hole, Hon. Sec., Tauntonia, Church St., Paignton.
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NOTICES.
TH E CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 8 
words) per insertion, with a minimum charge of 1 / 6.

The E d i t o r i a l  O f f i c e  of the ‘ R i n g i n g  W o r l d /  to 
wbich all communications should be sent, is 6 3 ,  C o m ­
m e r c i a l  R o a d ,  W o k i n g .

* The Ringing World ' can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4/- per quarter.

A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F C O LLE G E  YO U T H S 
(Established 16 37).—The subscription of is . 8d., which 
entitles members who have not made 20 attendances in 
the past year to vote on matters of finance, is now due. 
Meetings for practice will-be held at St. Magnus’ on Jan. 21st, 
St. Paul's Cathedral on the 26th, at 7.30 p .m .;  also at 
St. Michael’s, Comhill, 011 the 17th, for service at 6 p.m. 
—William T. Coekerill, Hon. Sec., Frodingham, 32, 
Edgeley Road, Clapham, S .W .4.

M ID LA N D  C O U N T IE S A SSO C IA T IO N .— Leicester 
Branch.—The Annual meeting of this branch will be held 
at St. Margaret’s, Leicester (12 bells) on Friday evening, 
Jan. 15th. Ringing 7.30—8.30. Will all members endeav­
our to be present ? Election of officers, etc.— Harold J. 
Poole, Local Hon. Sec., 6 1, New Park Street, Leicester.

S O C IE T Y  FO R T H E  A R C H D EA C O N R Y  OF S T A F ­
F O R D .— Quarterly meeting will be held at Wednesburv 
on Saturday, Jan. 16th. Bells from 3 o ’clock. Service 
in church, with an address by the V icar (Rev. H. W . 
Jones), at 4.45. Tea (is .) at 5.30.— H. Rnight, Hon. 
Sec., 15 , Rugby Street, Wolverhampton.

M ID LAN D  C O U N TIES A SSO C IA T IO N .—The third 
quarterly meeting will be held at Eastwood, Notts, on 
Saturday, Jan. 16th. Bells (8) open 2 to 8 p.m. Com­
mittee meeting at Sun Hotel 3.45 p.m. Meat tea (2s.) 
at Sun Hotel, 5 o ’clock, followed by general meeting. 
Trams leave Upper Parliament Street, Nottingham, every 
15  minutes. Buses leave Hipprodrome every few 
minutes. Will members in arrears please pay up on or 
before this date, either locally or direct to me, sp ec ia lly  
noting Rule 4 (a) ?— Ernesi Morris, Gen. Hon. Sec., 24, 
Coventry Street, Leicester. •

LONDON CO U N TY ASSO CIATIO N . — South Dis­
trict.—The general meeting will be held at All Saints’, I 
Fulham, on Saturday, Jan. 16th. Tower open from 4 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Tea at 5.30 p.m. Everyone heartily wel­
comed.— C. F. Mitchell, Hon. Dis. Sec., 4, Phene Street. 
Chelsea, S .W .j.

D U RH AM  AND N E W C A S T L E  A SSO CIATIO N . — 
West Tyne District.—A meeting of the above will be held 
at Newburn on Saturday, Jan. 16th. Bells (6) available [ 
at 2.30 p.m.— C'. Svmm, Newton, Stocksfield-on-Tyne.

G L O U C E ST E R  AND B R IS T O L  D IO CESAN  ASSO - 
CIA TIO N .— Cheltenham Branch.— The annual meeting 
of the above branch will be held at Leckhampton 011 
Saturday, Jan. 16th. Bells open at 3 o ’clock. Service
4.30. Tea 5.30, kindly provided by the Vicar (Rev. F . 
A. Standfast). Business meeting to follow.— W alter 
Yeend, Hon. Branch Sec., Millfield, Tewkesbury Road, 
Cheltenham.

BATH AND W E L L S  D IO CESAN  A SSO CIATIO N . 
— Frome and Midsomer Norton Deanery Branch.—The 
annual meeting will be held at Frome on Jan. 16th. Tea 
and business meeting 4.30 p.m. Evensong 6 p.m.— J. 
T. Dyke, Hon. Branch Sec. (pro tern.).

LONDON CO U N TY ASSO CIA TIO N . —  Northern 
District.—Annual meeting on Saturday, Jan. 16th, at St. 
Magnus-the-Martyr, Lower Thames Street. Ringing 
3.45 p.m. to 5 .15  p.m. and 6.45 p.m. to 8 p.m. Busi­
ness meeting 6 p.m. It is hoped that all members will 
endeavour to make this meeting a success.—W . Bottrill, 
Hon. Dis. Sec., 29, Queen’s Mansions, North Road, N.7.

L A N C A SH IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Rossendale Branch. 
—The next branch meeting will be held at St. Jam es’ , 
Haslingden, on Saturday, Jan. 16th. Bells ready 3.30. 
Meeting at 7 o ’clock. Subscriptions are now due. Re­
ports to hand.— J. H. Haydock, Branch Sec., 3 1 , St. 
Paul’s Street, Ramsbottom.

L A N C A SH IR E  A SSO CIA TIO N . —  .Manchester 
Branch.—The annual meeting will be held at the Cathe­
dral, Manchester, on Saturday, Jan . 16th. Bells from 
5.30 p.m. Meeting 7 o ’clock. Subscriptions due. Re­
ports to hand. A large attendance is requested.—J. Hall, 
Branch Sec., 22, Silver Street, Miles Platting, Man­
chester.

M ID D L E S E X  CO U N TY A SSO CIA TIO N  AN D  
LONDON D IO CESAN  G U ILD .— South and W est Dis- 
trict.—A meeting will be held at Acton on Saturday, Jan. 
16th. Ringing from 3 .15 . Tea will be arranged.—W . 
H. Hollier, Hon. Sec., 29, Duke Road, W .4.

L A N C A SH IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Blackburn Branch.
; —A meeting of the above branch will be held at the Holy 

Trinity Church, Blackburn, on Saturday, Jan. 16th. 
Belts ready 3 p.m. Meeting 6.30 p.m. Reports are now' 
ready.—J .  Watson, Branch Sec., 48, Shear Bank Ter­
race, Palmer Street, Blackburn.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  AND D IS T R IC T S  A SSO ­
C IA TIO N .— Northern Branch.— A meeting of the above 
branch will be held at Wollaston on Saturday, Jan. 16th. 
Bells will be available at 3.30. Service in church at 5 
o ’clock.— A. J . Skelding-, Branch Sec., 7, Cecil Street, 
Stourbridge.

L A N C A SH IR E  A SSO CIATIO N . —  Liverpool and 
W igan Branches.—A joint meeting will be held at St. 
Nicholas, Liverpool, on Saturday, Jan. 16th. Bells readv 
at 3. Service 5.30. Tea and meeting at 6. Members 
intending being present please send word to secretaries. 
—J.  Grounds, 8, School Lane, Standish; W . Hughes, 3. 
Shrewsbury Place, Garston.

BATH AND W E L L S  D IO CESAN  ASSO CIATIO N . 
— Axbridge Deanery Branch.—The annual meeting will 
be held at Weston-super-Mare on Saturday, Jan. 16th. 
Service 5.30. Tea and meeting to folIowr. Bells (S) 
afternoon and evening. — G. Chamberlain, 35, Oxford 
Street, Burnham-on-Sea.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Luton District. 
— 1 he annual meeting of this district will be held at Dun­
stable on Saturday, Jan. 16th. The bells will be avail­
able from 2.45 p.m. It is hoped that all members that 
can will attend.—A. E. Sharman, Hon. Sec., 199, High 
Street North, Dunstable.

LIN CO LN  D IO CESAN  G U ILD .— Northern Branch. 
—The first annual meeting of the newly-formed district of 
Sleaford will be held at St. Denv’s, Sleaford, on Jan.
16th. Bells (8) available from 2 till 9 p.m. Short ser­
vice at 4.30. Tea and business meeting immediateh 
after.— F.-Sergt. Fred A. Holden, Hon. Sec.. Elmside.. 
Drove Lane, Sleaford.
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L A N C A S H IR E  A SS O C IA T IO N . —  F yld e Branch.—  
The next meeting w ill be held on Jan . 16th at St. Jo h n ’s 
Church, Blackpool. Bells ready at 3 p.m. M eeting at 
6. Reports ready, subscriptions due. —  C. Sharpies, 
Branch Sec., 320, N. Promenade, Blackpool.

W A R W IC K S H IR E  G U IL D . —  The first quarterly 
meeting of the year will be held at Chilvers Coton on 
Saturday, Jan . 16th. Service at 4 p.m ., followed by 
tea and meeting. Members please note that subscrip­
tions are now due.— J .  A. Fenton, 42, Bennett Street, 
Rugby.

R O M N E Y  M A R S H  G U IL D . —  The annual meeting 
will be held at Appledore on Saturday, Jan . 16th. R ing­
ing to commence at 2 p.m. Service at 4.45 p.m. Tea 5 
p.m ., at Swan Hotel, to be followed by general meeting 
and social. A ll ringers and w ives welcome.— C. W . 
Franklin , Hon. Sec. , 1 8 ,  Kingsnorth Road, Ashford.

H E R E F O R D  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— Ludlow and 
Church Stretton D istrict.— The annual meeting will be 
held at Ludlow on Saturday, Jan . 16th. Bells (8) avail­
able 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea and business meet­
ing to follow.— W . J .  Beniams, Hon. Dis. Sec ., 33, New 
Street, Ludlow, Salop.

H E R E F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U I L D .— Ross District. 
— T he annual meeting will be held at Ross on Saturday, 
Jan. 16th. Bells (8) available at 3 o ’clock . T ea and 
business 4.30. A ll ringers w elcom e.— Please notify J. 
Clark, Chase Road, Ross.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A SS O C IA T IO N  A N D  LO N ­
DON D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— North and E ast D istrict.— 
The annual meeting w ill be held at St. Giles-in-the-Fields 
■on Saturday, Jan . 23rd. Bells available from 3 o ’clock. 
Short service at 5.30. Tea at is . ,  and meeting to follow. 
It is essential that all who require tea should advise me 
by the 19th inst. M eeting of District Committee in the 
V estry at 4 p.m , The bells of St. Andrew’s, W ells 
Street, will be available for ringing from 7-8.40 p.m .—  
C. T. Coles, Hon. Sec., 49, W ood Street, E . 17.

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Central D ivi­
sion.— M eeting at Burgess Hill on Saturday, Jan . 23rd. 
Tow er open 2 p.m ., service 4 .15 , tea (in Parish Room) 5, 
by kind invitation of the V icar. H alf rail fare (maximum 
is .) .  'I hose intending to be present should notify the 
undersigned not later than W ednesday, Jan . 20th.— A. D. 
Stone, D iv. Sec., 16, B elgrave Street, Brighton.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— Southern Branch. 
— The annual meeting will be held at Grantham on Satur­
day, Jan- 23rd. Bells available afternoon and evening. 
Short service at 4 .30 p.m. Tea and meeting 5 p.m. 
Those requiring tea please notify me by Jan . 20th.— S. 
Procter, 72, Bridge End Road, Grantham.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E SA N  A SSO - 
C I A I I O N .  Cirencester Branch. —  The annual meeting 
will be held at Cirencester on Saturday, Jan . 23rd. 
W aterm oor bells open at 3 p.m. Service, W aterm oor,
4.30. Tea, V iner’s Restaurant, 5 .15 , followed by busi­
ness meeting. Parish Church bells available after meet­
ing. W ill those requiring tea please let me know by the 
19th inst. ?— F . J .  Lew is, Branch Hon. Sec., 67, Chester 
Street, Cirencester.

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .—Caine Branch.—  
The annual meeting will be held at Wotton Bassett 011 
Saturday, Jan . 23rd. Tea and m eeting at the Angel 
Hotel 5 .30 .— L. A. W ilson, Hon. Sec., 109, High Street, 
W ootton Bassett.

B A TH  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E SA N  A SS O C IA T IO N . 
Bridgw ater Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will 
be held at Bridgw ater on Saturday, Jan . 23rd. Bells (8) 
available 2.30 p.m. Service at 4 p.m. Tea and business 
meeting to follow.— C. Evans, Branch Sec ., 14 , Redgatc 
Street, Bridgw ater.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Peter­
borough Branch.— A meeting of the above branch will be 
held at Chatteris on Saturday, Jan . 23rd. Tea at 5 
o ’clock. W ill those requiring tea please notify me not 
later than Tuesday, Jan . 19 th ?- W . H. W aldron, Hon. 
Sec., 137 , Scotney Street, Peterborough.

N O R T H  N O T T S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— A  meeting will be 
held at W orksop Priory 011 Saturday, Jan . 23rd. Bells 
(8) available from 2.30 to 8.30 p.m ., with interval from

6 .15  to 7. A good attendance is requested. There are 
several cafes in the town. The Co-operative Society in 
E astgate will provide a good tea for is . 6d. per head. 
Members to make their own arrangem ents.— H. Haigh 
and H. W eaver, Hon. Secs.

D O N C A S T E R  A N D  D I S T R I C T  S O C IE T Y . —  The 
annual meeting will be held at A rksey, Doncaster, 011 
Saturday, Jan . 23rd. Bells (8) ready early. Service at
4.30. Tea and meeting at 5. T ea only provided for 
those who notify me before the 20th. A good meeting is 
desired.— Harold W alker, Hon. Sec ., 3, Beech Crescent, 
Old Hexthorpe, Doncaster.

L A N C A S H IR E  A SS O C IA T IO N .— Bolton Branch.
The next meeting will be held at Bolton Parish Church on 
Saturday, Jan . 30th. Bells available from 2.30  p.m. 
M eeting 7 p.m .— Peter Crook, Hon. Sec ., 2 0 1, Devon­
shire Road. Bolton.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E SA N  A S S O C IA T IO N .— 
Chew Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be held 
at Clevedon on Saturday, Jan . 30th. Bells available from
3 o ’clock. Divine service at 4. Tea at 5 o ’clock, with 
business meeting to follow.— Percy (i. Y eo, Hon. Local • 
Sec., Long Ashton.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N . Rochester Dis­
trict.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Upchurch, 
where the bells have recently been reining, on Saturday, 
Jan . 30th. Bells available at 3. Association service at 
5, conducted by the Vicar. If sufficient names arc sent 
in bv W ednesday, the 27th inst., a tea will be arranged. 
Business meeting after tea. Subscriptions for 1926 are 
now due, and can J>e paid at or before the m eeting.— Fred 
M. Mitchell, Dis. Hon. Sec ., 1 14,  Sun Lane, Gravesend.

S O C IE T Y  O F S H E R W O O D  Y O U T H S , N O T T IN G ­
HAM  (Established 16 72 ).— The fourth memorial dinner 
to the late W . D. Crofts will be held at the W elbeck 
Hotel, Nottingham, on Saturday, Jan . 30th, at 6 .30  p.m. 
Tickets, 4s. each, can now be obtained from the lion, 
secretary up to Jan . 29th, first post. R inging at St. 
M ary ’s (10  bells) from 2.30 to 6 p.m. All ringers wel­
come.— F . Blood, Hon. Sec., 9 1 , Dame A gnes Street, 
Nottingham.

S O C IE T Y  O F R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S .
—  Annual meeting, St. M artin ’ s-in-the-Fields, Saturday, 
Jan . 30th. Bells available 4 p.m. Tea at 6 p.m. M eet­
ing at 7 p.m. It is essential that those intending to be at 
the tea should let me know by Jan . 26th.— J .  Sparrow , 
Han. Sec ., 84, M eadvale Road, W oodsidej Croydon.



January 15th, 1926. T H E  RIN G IN G  W O RLD . 47.

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— The hon. secre­
tary, Rev. F . Llewellyn Edw ards, will be out of England 
for the next few months. All communications should be 
addressed to the assistant secretary, Mr. T . Hervey 
Beams, Bradpole, Bridport, Dorset.

W A N T E D .— In W atford, or near neighbourhood, an 
•enthusiastic change ringer, one keen to learn handbell 
ringing, to meet regularly three other fairly proficient 
ringers, with a view of mutual pleasure, e tc .; must be 
prepared to m ake himself more or less fam iliar with 1-2 
in Superlative Surprise M ajor.— Address communications 
to F . \V. B ., 60, Upper Paddock R oad, Bushey.

S I T U A T I O N  W A N T E D .
R in ger, aged 20, seeks employment of any kind, some­

thing mechanical preferred ; served three years as black­
sm ith’s apprentice in country shop; not afraid of w ork.—  
Apply, H. T . Chandler, 1, W estm oreland Terrace, 
A gb rigg , Sandal, W akefield, Yorks.

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ H A N D B E L L  M U S IC .’ —  Catalogues from W . 

Gordon, 37, Norwood Road, Great M oor, Stockport.
‘ A M O N G  T H E  B E L L S .' —  T i i e  R in g in g  C a r e e r  o f  

c a t e  R e v .  F . E . R o b in s o n ,  M .A ., V icar o f Drayton, 
Berks, Master o f the Oxford Diocesan Guild. Part I. to 
X X  may be had singly at 6d. net. Unbound numbers 
I to X X  com plete, 8s. 6d. Or the whole work bound in 
cloth for 10s. 6d. net. From  M r s .  R o b in s o n ,  Fair 
Hom e, W okingham .

‘ BOB M IN O R  A N D  M A JO R , S IM P L Y  E X ­
P L A IN E D .’ Price 6$d. Post free. 5s. 9d. a dozen. 
Post free. A lso ‘  G R A N D S IR E , D O U B L E S AN D 
T R IP L E S  S IM P L Y  E X P L A IN E D .’ Price 6 id ., post 
free. 5s. gd. a dozen post free. The above are in­
tended for beginners, and for those who find the ordinary 
books o f  instruction too difficult.— From  I. R oe and M. 
Broom e, 9, Lansdown Crescent, Bath.

N O W  O N  SA LE.

M E T H O D - S P L I C I N G
A K ey to the N ew  System o f  Ringing.

Price 1 /3  (post free) from ‘ The Ringing W o rld ’ 
Office, 6 3 ,  Commercial Rd., Woking.

F o r ty -E igh t  P ages  op I nstructive  M a t t e r .

J . B. JOYCE & Co-Ltd.
W H ITCH U RCH , SALOP.

Makers of Clocks for 9 English Cathe­
drals and thousands of other important 
Clocks in all parts of the World, includ­
ing Birmingham University, with dials 
174ft. diameter, and striking Hours end 
Quarters 011 Five Bells weighing 10 tons! 
and Sydney Government Buildings, with 
dials 16ft. diameter.
Estimates and 111. Catalogue FREE on 

application.
Established over 2J centuries.

Change Ringing
—  BY —

Charles A. W. Troyte,
T H R E E  TO E IG H T  B E L L S .  

208 pages, with 3 illustrations. 
Cloth 3 6, post free 3/10. 

T H R E E  TO  S IX  B E L L S .  

Sewn 1/6, post free 1/9. 

IN D IS P E N S A B L E  TO A L L  R IN G E R S .

E X E T E R :

H E N R Y  S. E L A N D , 236, H IG H  S T R E E T

WM. POTTS » SONS, LTD.,
C a th e d ra l, C h u rc h  & T u r r e t  C lock  
------------------M a n u fa c tu re rs ,-------------------

Makers of many of the Largest and Most 
Important Clocks in Great Britain.

CLOCKS R E PA IR E D  & DIALS RESTORED.

Guiidford Street, Leeds; aqd 
Pilgrim Street, Newcastle-on-Ty^e.

Wde ^Ringer’s 'Pendant.
W ith the Name o f  you r Association 

Engraved as Illustration.
8pecial Terms to Guilds & Associations.

PRICES.
s. d.

Gilt or W hite Meta! ... 0 4 0
Solid S ilver ... ... 0 7 6 
Solid 9ct. Gold . ..  ... 1  1 0  0

GEO. STAGEY, Jeweller & Engraver,
PARK STREET, MINEHEAD Som erset.

AlAAUIl
WM. HALEY, " “„ " U r .r ,

16. GRANYILLE ROAD. WALTHAMSTOW E.17,

Repairs Executed P rice  L ist fo r  New Bells on Application.

High-class

Church
and

Tower
Clocks

Exact Size
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BELL ROPES.
M AKERS FO R  N E A R L Y  

200 Years*

For Quotation send L e n g t h  a n d  

Number Required, also Weight of 
Tenor Bell.

Satisfaction Guaranteed.

JOHN ASTLEY U SONS, LTD.,
COVENTRY.ESTA B. 1730.

ALFRED BOWELL,
CHURCH BELL FOUHDER,

i p s W i e H .
The Jasper Snowdon Series.

REVISED PRICES. »
' ROPE-SIGHT,' Is. 10(1.; seventh ed .; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 

commencing on three bells.
•GRANDSIRE,' 2s. 10d.; second ed .: 204- pages, commencing 011 

five bells, complete with the '1 Thompson Charts, etc.
• STANDARD METHODS.’ 8th edition, 2s. 10d.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd.; 275 pages, by the Rev. C. D. P. Davies, 

M.A., with an appendix by the late Sir Arthur Heywood, Bart., 
etc.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ I., Is. 10d.; second ed.; with appendix; 100 closely 
printed pages.

PART II.—At present out of print.
'DOUBLE NORWICH C.B. MAJOR.’—Out of print at present.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancashire.

The Central Council Publications
LIST OF PUBLICATIONS

to be obtained Post Free from the H on. Librarian i 
REY. 0. W. O. JENKYN, Broadlands, Gaversham, Reading

G LO SSARY O F T E C H N IC A L  T E R M S ... _  _  ~ 
R O L E S  AND D ECISIO N S OF T H E  CO U N CIL _
LE G IT IM A T E  M E T H O D S (Doubles, Minor, Triples) „  1 
C O LL E C TIO N  OF PEA LS— S ection  I (Odd-Bell Treble­

Dominated Methods) . ..  . „  ... „  1 6 
C O LL E C TIO N  OF P E A LS— S ection  II (Plain Bob and 

Double Oxford Bob) ... ... ... „  1 
CO LLECTIO N  O F PEALS— S ection  III (Double Norwich) | 
C O RRIG EN D A L E A F L E T , showing false peals, the set 

o f three ... ... ... ... ... 
R E P O R T  O F C O N FE R E N C E  W IT H  S .P .A .B ; .. .!!
ON T H E  PR E SE R V A T IO N  O F BELLS. ETC ................
C A R D  OF IN ST R U C TIO N S ON T H E  C A R E  AN D  USE 

OF BELT ................

d.
8
9
2

2
6

2
6
6

U

“The World’s Best Bellropes”
P R O V E D  IN T H E  R IN Q IN Q  O F  T H E  

W O R LD 'S  R E C O R D  P EAL.

NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING *  NON-STRETCHING.

C L O C K  AN D  C H IM IN G  R O P E S . 
F L E X IB L E  B N D S , S P L IC IN G  A N D  R B P A IR S .

Price List 
ol tbs 

Sol* Maker

JOHN PRITCHARD,
26, Swan Street,

LOUOHBOROUQM.
Established over a HUNDRED YEARS.

Unique for Presentation.
An Inkstand in the design of a Well-shaped Be)

Tbla charming modal in 8 olid Hall Marked Silver 
will nak* e him! apprspTlatt » <  uafa i BifV

It can be supplied in the following sizes:—  
Diameter 2}in. 2jin. 3 Jin. 3$in. 4m. 4$in. (in. 
Price ... 22/- 33/- 40/- 48/- 60/- 78/- 08/ ­
Monogram or Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Cbargss

J O A M D P D  Goldsmith and 
•  U U l U l j i l j J L i ,  Silversmith,

W O K I 3 N T G
(M A K E R  O F  TH E RIN G ERS BADGE.)

JAS. E.
CHURCH BELL
HANGER,

GROVES,
43, Malvern Road, 

H andsw orth, 
Birm ingham .

All tbe latest improvements in Bell Hanging, Ball an J . Roll 
Bearings. Everything for Bells supplied.

THE BADCE OF THE CRAFT
A Beautifully Executed

RINGERS’ PENDANT
in Qold, Silver or Broma. 
Specially Suitable for Glfta.

Prices, Gold (9 caral) 88/-, Silver 7/8 
Bronze 8/6 (post free).

J . C O M B E R , Goldsmith and Jeweller,
I'liapuniia >111 W oaias 5 ’V C T O X S Z U X T O -

Printed for tb« Proprietor by the Woodbridjje Pr«B« Ltd Goili. 
ford, and Publi»hed by Th« Roll* Houi„ Publishing Co." LM. 
8 re«.m’« Buildimw Loadoa. *  G.


