
Oil l e t t  & J ohnston
CROYDON, Surrey. 

SELLS, CLOCKS, CARILLONS.

St. Peter’s Collegiate Church, 
Wolverhampton.

T®noi* (33 cwt.) o f the New Ring of 12
W U LFR U N  CHAM BERS, W OLVERH AM PTON , 

HBBSRB. GILLETT and JOHNSTON, CROYDON, *th M«roh, 13? 2 
Qsntlnmen,

The re-cmting o f the peal of ten bells with the addition of tw? 
»«w onei in the tower o f St. Peter’s Collegiate Church, W olverhamptoa, 
recently carried out by you has proved most successful, and giv.sn 
general satisfaction.

I am authorised by the Rector and W ardens to say how pleased 
they are with the result. In the opinion of those well qualified tr 
Judge, we hare now, undoubtedly, one o f the best peals in the Kingdom 

Yours faithfully, F. T. BECK,
Architect, Diocesan Surveyor.

M O D E R N  W O R K .

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
The letter which appears in our columns to-day, from 

Mr. J. A. Trollope, upon the shortcomings of the Central 
Council doubtless reflects the views of a great many mem­
bers of the Exercise. The criticism is trenchant, but it 
puts into words what many ringers have long felt, and 
it is a plain, straight talk, without the detriment of anony­
mity which often, in the past, has detracted from the 
weight of other writers. To be perfectly honest, the in­
dictment, coming from a member who has done as much 
of the “  donkey work ”  of the Council as anyone, and who 
is in an exceptional position to appraise the Council’s in­
fluence, both from inside and outside, is a serious one 
and cannot be lightly waived aside. Of the Council, Mr. 
Trollope says : “  The average ringer pays not the slightest 
regard to its decisions and opinions, it has no influence in 
the Exercise, and if it lapsed entirely . . . very few would 

| regret it. The reason is that it does not represent ringers 
i or stand for the Exercise. What qualifications some of ita 
! members have are not easy to see.

It is, we are afraid, only too true that some associations 
j elect their members not from the most competent in their 
j ranks, but from those whom they prefer to honour. In an 

assembly which ought to govern, or* if that is too strong a 
term, direct the Exercise there is no place for those who 
are not in constant touch with the men of the belfries. 
There may, perhaps, be justification in placing a man in a 
post of honour in an association, without considering his 
competency as a ringer, but where representation upon a 
central body, which should lead the way in practical mat­
ters as well as discuss more abstruse problems which the 
average ringer finds it difficult to grapple with, is in ques- 

! ,tion honours ought not to be considered, 
j To place the Council on the basis which it is really in- 
| tended to occupy is a practical matter which the associa­
tions themselves can do something to accomplish. In the 
first place they must, all of them, leave personal con­
siderations out of the question, and elect the representa­
tives most qualified for the work, and who have courage 
enough to say what they think. Then, having elected 
these men, they should strengthen their hands so that the 
power could no longer remain with that small circle of 
which Mr. Trollope complains. The whole point seems 
to us to come back, therefore, to what we have often advo­
cated before, a more lively Interest by the various associa­
tions, as organisations, in the doings of the Council. It is 
seldom indeed that matters for future consideration by the 
Council or subjects already discussed ty  them, ever come 
before the various societies who send representatives. If 

| they were brought up for debate at association meetings, a 
I far wider interest in tlx Council would be awakened, and 
| the result would be that the sterility Of the Councjl WOufd 
I be changed to useful activity.
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CHARLES CARR,LTD.

OPINION OF OUR 
MODERN WORK.

Broomfield Vicarage,
Chelmsford

Dear Sirs,
I  have great pleasure in stating 

that we are perfectly satisfied with 
the manner in which you have 
carried out the work entrusted to 
you of re-arranging and re-hanging 
the Broomfield Church Bells.

W e consider that the work re­
flects great credit upon your firm, 
and believe that your system of 
hanging the bells reduces the vibra­
tion of the steel frame supplied by 
you to a minimum.

l ’be CHURCHW ARDENS unite 
$xth ME in this expression of 
pinion. The BELLRIN GERS are 

\l%o unanimous in their praise of 
/iio alterations effeoted by you, 

Yours truly,
GHAS. EDMUNDS, 

Vicar o f BroomSeld. 
Messrs G. CARR, LTD.

Smethwick.

SSndly ask us to Inspect, Report 
*ad Tender before deciding your 
Contract, — we may be able to 
aseUst you.

SMETHWICK,
BIRMINGHAM

BELLS
FOR CHURCHES,

S IN G L Y ,
O R  IN  P E A L S .

CHIMES FOR CLOCKS.
P k a l s  A u g m e n t e d , 

C racked  B e l l s  R e c a s i ,

FRAMES
In B e s i  S e a so n e d  Oak, 

S t e e l  or I r o n .

Chiming Machines.
Best Workmanship and 

Satisfaction Guaranteed.

FITTINGS
or. ALL KINDS,

A R T IS T IC  W R O U G H T  IRON 
B R A C K E T S .

bULLHABLZ ISOM BK1CZBS3. 
Basi bill P.opss. 

REPAIRS AND BEH AH G ISe  
IN ILL 3BANCHC3.

BELLHANQERS sent to Inspect 
snd report on Bells anJ Towart.

SEND FOR GATALOGUR.

ESTABLISH ED  1 7 6 0 .

J O H N  N IC O L L ,
□burch. Bell Rope and Cloak Rope 

Manufacturer.i

10, QUEEN’S ROAD, PECKHAM, LONDON, S.E.
Two minutes from Queen's Road Station, L ,B . & S.C. Railway;.

Late lflB, Keeton’s Road, Bermondsey.

Maker to St. P aul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institoto, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St, Alban’s, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
leibourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick's, Manchester 

sad Worcester Cathedrals sto.. etc,

HANDBELL PEALS,
L O N D O N .

T H E  S O C IE T Y  O F  R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S  
A N D  T H E  S P IT A L F IE L D S  B E L L  F O U N D R Y  G U IL D .

On Tuesday, March 21, 1916, in Two Hours and Twenty-eight Minutes, 
A t  th e  S p it a l f ie l d s  B e l l  F o u n d r y ,

A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR,, 5120 CHANCES;
Ja m es  H dn t  .......................  1— 2 I E dgar  W ig h t m a n .............. 5— 6
F ra n k  Sm ith  .......................  3—4 | W il l ia m  T . P o w b ll  . . .  7—8

C om posed  by H e n r y  D a in s , and 
C onducted by E d g a r  W ig h tm a n ,

U m p ir e : W il l ia m  J. N od d s.

L O N D O N .
T H E  S O C IE T Y  O F  R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S  
A N D  T H E  S P IT A L F IE L D S  B E L L  F O U N D R Y  G U IL D .

On Thursday, March 23, 1916, in Two Hours and Twenty-three Minutes, 
A t  t h e  S f it a l f ie l d s  B e l l  F o d n d r y ,

A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 6120 CHANGM |
E dg ar  W ig h tm a n  . . .  5— 6Ja m es  H u n t  

F rank  S m ith .....................  3— 4 | W il l ia m  J. N cd d s
C om posed  by H e n r y  D a in s , and 
C onducted  by E d g a r  W ig h tm a n . 

U m p ire : W il l ia m  J. P o w e l l .

L O N D O N .
T H E  A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .

On Monday, March 27, 1916, in Two Hours and Thirty-three Mmutts, 
A t  32 , E d g e lb y  R o a d , C lap h am , S .W .,

A PEAL OF CRANDSIRE TRIPLES, S040 CHANGES j
H o l t 's O r i« in a l . ►

W il l ia m  T . C o c k e r i l l . . .  i — 2 I H e r b e r t  L angd on  
C h a l l i s  F . W in n e y  . . .  3— 4 | John N . O xb orrow  

C onducted  by C h a l l i s  F . W in n e y .
U m pires; E dw in H o r r e x  and E dw in G ibbs.

5— 6 
7—8

V A N C O U V E R  N E W S.
The war has affected ringing in far off Vancouver, just ag it has 

in old England. The men have gone off to the war, and, writing to 
Second Corporal A. R. Macdonald, who, by the way, ia now at Mont 
Dore Military Hospital, Bournemouth (Ward 104, E Division), Mr. A. 
C. Limpug says “ Bometimee we muster eight in the tower but not 
often. We have a few new men, hut not all change ringers.” Speak­
ing of tha individual ringers, Mr. Limpus say* of the former band at 
Vancouver, two are in England, Lieut. Bressey i* "  somewhere in 
Franoo,”  Taylor went with the North Vancouver Engineers, and Sergt. 
Saddler Judd has also been to the front and been wounded in action.

It may he mentioned that Mr. Limpus wag put into touch with his 
former Vancouver belfry colleague through this journal, and he begins 
his letter: “ Great institution, that Ringing World.” Well, we are 
glad to be of service to ringers at any time, and in any way we are 
able.

“ R IN G IN G  W O R L D ”  A T  S A L O N IK A .
His, numerous friends in the Ely Diocesan Association will be pleased 

to learn that Pte P. Webb, of Ickleton, who is at Salonika, is well. 
Writing on Mar. 12th, he says he is attached to the 245th Motor Trans­
port Co., and is serving as guard on a lorry. He says “  There are 
some fine Greek Churches here, but I  have not- had a chance to look 
inside one yet. I have not heard any bells, except single ones tolling 
for service.”

He adds: “  I get my ‘ Ringing World ’ out here, although it is a 
few weeks old when it arrives, but it ia ever welcome a« an old friend, 
and I seem nearer home when I am reading it. I pass it along to my 
mates in our tent, and they are very interested in it, although they 
had never seen a copy before. I  was very sorry to read about- Mr.
E. Pye’s death, as I knew him personally. I remember once when I 
was in London for a day’s outing with our Ickleton men, wo t;ot 
to St. Giles’ , Cripplegate, in time to hear the last part of a peal in 
which Mr. Pye was taking part. Afterwards he very kindly went with 
us to St. Stephen’s, Coleman Street, a» we were short-handed, although 
all we could i-ing was Grandsire Triples and Bob Minor. Many a 
ringer, too, has lost a dear, kind friend, by the death of Mrs. F. 
Pitstow, of Saffron Walden. I shall be glad,” concludes Pte Webb. 
“ when the war is over, and I get back again to old England and hear 
the bells ringing once more.”

P R A C T I C E  S U S P E N D E D  A T  B R O M L E Y .
Owing to police regulations, the practices at SS. Peter and Paul’s 

Church, Bromley, Sent, arc suspended until further notioe.
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HINTS ON CONDUCTING.
HELP FOR BEGINNERS.

In my last article I mentioned two of the points wliich 
make a knowledge of coursing order valuable; indeed, 
essential to the successful conductor. One was that it 
helps him to know if the bells are right and the other to 
correct any trips that occur. But the value of being able 
to follow the coursing order of bells does not end here. 
In a method like Grandsire it is extremely useful as an 
aid to calling the bobs. A good many touches, to say 
nothing of peals like Holt’s ten-part or the Original can 
be better called by knowing the bells “  before ”  at the 
bobs, than in any other way. If one learns the calling 
from the observation bell merely, one’s limitations are 
only too obvious, and while it is sometimes wise that the 
conductor, especially when he is a beginner, should ring 
the observation bell, it is much better that he should be 
able to ring any bell, and a knowledge of coursing order 
enables him to do this.

Now, having learnt to course the bells with accuracy 
while ringing, let us see how this is a guide to knowing 
which of the bells is coming “  before ”  at a bob. It is 
hardly necessary, perhaps, for me to point out that the 
bell which is called “  before,”  in Grandsire is the one 
which makes the ordinary 3rd’s place, and is unaffected in 
its work by the bob. As the veriest tyro will know, the 
bell that makes 3rd’s place is the one that the treble 
takes off the lead. And not only that, it is the one which 
the treble turns from behind and which it follows down in 
hunting back to lead, or in other words it is the treble’s 
course bell. Now this bell is picked up by the treble 
when, after the previous lead, it reaches 3rd’& place going 
up and the other bell has just completed its dodge in 4-5. 
At any time, therefore, between this point and when the 
treble next leads, a bell passing this pair can see them 
coursing in proximity, and the conductor calls the bob as 
the first of the two bells leads.

After he has called one bob the conductor can watch the 
bell that he has next to call before gradually working into 
position. As each lead passes this bell will be seen one 
place nearer the treble, or, in other words, with one bell 
less between it and the treble, until at length the treble is 
coursing immediately behind it. It is possible, of course, 
to have a full five leads between two bobs— this brings the 
same bell “  before ”  at two successive calls. Let us take 
such an example and see how the changing coursing order 
gradually brings the bell jnto position. Let us begin 
from rounds, with the object of tailing a bob when the 
3rd comes “  before.”  At starting the 3rd courses up 
after the bell in the hunt, and we have the bells running 
3i 4> 6, 7> 5) r> 2- The next lead the 5th makes 3rd’s, 
and the order becomes 5, 3, 4, 6, 7, i, 2. Then the 7th 
makes 3rd's and the order is 7, 5, 3, 4, 6, 1, 2. Notice 
bow the bells between the 3rd and the treble are being 
removed. After the 6th has made 3rd’s, the order will 
be 7, 5, 3, 4, 1, 2 ; and then when the 4th has made the 
place, 4, 6, 7, 5, 3, 1, 2. Here, then, after five leads, is 
the 3rd again in front of the treble and the bob must be 
called. If the conductor has got to call his own bell “  be­
fore ”  he needs to be specially on the alert. He ought, 
of course, to be well aware when he is going to make the 
3rd s plate himself, but if he should be uncertain and 
waited till he met the treble after leading, the bob would 
be late. To avoid this he should look out to see when 
the treble turns him from behind.

Incidentally I may mention that when a bell is called 
“-before ”  and another bob follows at the next lead it is 
sometimes termed calling a bell “  before with a double.”  
This method has its advantages; among them it avoids 
learning quite so many different bells, and it tells the con­
ductor when there are consecutive bob leads.

I have been asked to supply a correspondent with a 
lead of Union Triples and a division of Erin. I am always 
glad to give any help I can in any direction to beginners, 
if they will only write to me. Here are the figures which 
are now sought for :

Union Triples. Erin Triples.
i 234567 ^ 3 4567
2135476 2143657
2314567 1246375
3241657 i423657
3426175 4^6375
4 3 6 2 7 1 5  4 2 1 3 6 5 7
4637251 2416375
6473521 Bobs and Singles
6745312 as in Stedman* 
7654132
7 5 6 1 4 2 3
57^243
5 1 7 2 6 3 4
1 5 2 7 6 4 3
1256734  

Bob as in Grandsire.
It should be borne in mind that in the light of modern 

rulings Union is not a “  legitimate ”  (or, to adopt another 
term, “  regular ”  method), but it is a very musical one, 
and there are some instructions as to calls and a number 
of excellent peals in the Central Council’s Collection (Sec* 
tion 1). Union is one of the oldest of the odd bell 
methods. It was practised in Holt’s time, and Shipway 
publishes peals both by him and Reeves. Erin is, of 
course, one of the newest odd bell methods, and some 
peals of it appeared in “  The Ringing World ”  on May
19th, 1911. ---------------

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .
The quarterly meeting of the South Eastern Division of the Esse:; 

Association was held at Widford on Saturday week, members attend­
ing from Boreham, Rettendon, Springfield, Writtle, Braintree and 
Romford. The methods rung included Treble Bob Major, Stedman 
Triples and Double Norwich Major.

The service, which was brightened by the organ, at which Mr. 
Saunders presided, was conducted by the Rev. Thurlow, the Rector, 
who gave an excellent address, taking his text from the Psalm xlii: 
“ When shall I come to appear before the presence o f God.”

At the close the members, adjourned to the Rectory for tea, which 
w as provided by the Rector and Mrs. Thurlow.

After tea the business meeting was held, presided over by the Dis­
trict Master (Mi-. W . Lincoln).—One new member and one probationer 
were elected, and Brentwood was selected as the place for the next 
meeting, which is to bo held in July.

On the proposition of Mr. C. H. Howard (Master of the Associa­
tion), seconded by Mr. A. Edwards, a very hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to the Rector, and Mrs. Thurlow for their hospitality in 
providing the tea, to the Rector for his very helpful address, and to 
Mr. Saunders for presiding at the organ.

The members then adjourned to tlje belfry for further ringing till 7 
p.m., after which hour the bells have”to  be silent owing to the restric­
tions in force. ■

N E W  M ETH O DS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—It is quite true that I published the Method in ques­
tion and named it in the Bell News, but I  made it quite clear that 1 
had not the slightest intention of claiming any Method as “  mine,” 
even though it was quite indisputable that it had never previously been 
written out. This one was used to illustrate a law of Method con­
struction that I  was then explaining. As a matter of fact it was 
printed many years ago by Mr. Bankes James, and must, I think, be 
much older still.—Yours truly, J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.

Enfield Town, March 25th, 1916.
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MEARS & F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 6 7 0 .

STAINBANK.
Bellfounders & Bellhangers,

32 & 34, Whitechapel Road,

LONI ( N, E.

il-JiA’.-Or-TfBELLS • WAS • PP.eSEKICO-.or -y* PtTttiJSWOiW*. • A 0 i'JUV >w
- ' -J0HN • riVor m'tcU PiChiiA.n nUACt • A ■ LIGHTER •- Pf At; OF i£»Oi*T *J#W* t' iN(,ay.vA«Jous; donors .A-tf-tasv flc«eoicr'>;cVH05K’rN5 -v'CAR-

omtkw ^G. HALES JcHUnCHWAHOt̂J, -SAUUDCRS )
r-Tt • cm lift i • t Ay i> a wv"s.

Tenor Bell, 2 5 J cwt., of the new ring 
of Ten at St. Peter’s, Brighton.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
For Rehanging, Retuning and Recasting.

Usical Handbells in sets, Bell Ropes, &c.

A t the Handbell Contest, held annually in Manchester the 
First Prize for the last 16 years has been awarded to bands 
using our bells, and on fourteen of those occasions they have gained
the Second Prize also.

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.
TRENCHANT CRITICISM,

To the Editor.
Dear Sir, Th© majority of your readers will, I believe, fully agree 

with your remarks last week. The Central Council did good woik in 
past years, but has long since become quite sterile. The average 
ringer pays not (he sligntest regard to its decisions and opinions, ;t 
has no intluence in the Jixercise, and if it lapsed enurely, which, under 
certain oircumstancee, is not altogether improbabis, very few would 
raally regret it.

Tae reason is that it does not represent ringsrg or stand for the 
Exercise. Wtiat qualifications some of its members ha.vs are not easy 
to see. Others are really representative men, but have no weight or 
influence in the Council. The power is entirely in the hands of a 
small circle of men, who are not in touch with ordinary ringers either 
in the Council or in their own districts. Admission to this circle goes 
neither by seniority nor by merit, but by personal favour, and tho 
fact that they are individually all good fellows, and for the most part 
have done good work in the past, only aggravates the case. I f  tho 
Council is to do any good in the future it must be made to represent 
the Exercise in fact and not merely in name, and the first essential 
step to take is to pass a rule that no man shall hold the office of 
president for more than three consecutive years.—Yours faithfully,

Ealing, March 26th, 1916. J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.

R O L L  O f  HONOUR.
The following is a further list o f ringers who have joined H.M. 

Forces:—
Albert Harman, of Burs tow, Surrey.
J. C. Dean, of Northampton.

From Duffield
Pte Albert Cottrell, A.S.C., Base Transport Depot, France.
Pte G. Sandy, 3rd Sherwood Foresters, now at South Shields. 
Pte E. A. Jenkins, 3/6th Sherwood Foresters, now at Grantham.

K IL L E D  IN  A C T IO N .
BRISTOL RINGER’S DEATH.

The Bristol ringers deeply regret having lost one o f  their members, 
Sapper A. E. Abrahams, who was killed in France on Monday, March 
6th, through the exploding of a mine.

This ringer enlisted ia “ Bristol’s Own,” but transferred to the Royal 
Engineers for the dangerous work of mining, which ultimately cost 
him his life. He liad been a member of the St. Thomas’ Guild for 

: the last ten years, and was also a member of the Gloucester and Bristol 
Diocesan Association. He had taken part in several peals. Little did 
tho members think when the Guild gave him a farewell “ sing-song ” 
and a few presents that it would be the last time they would see his 
genial and smiling face. They feel that if ever a soldier died doing his 
duty for his country Sapper Abrahams did. The sergeant-major, 
writing home to the deceased’s wife, says he was always “  cheerful 
under the most trying conditions.”  The deceased leaves a widow and 
two children, the youngest being only one month old. and to them 
and the other members of his.-family the ringers of St. Thomas’ Guild 
tender their sympathy. Pte. Abrahams is the first Bristol ringer to 
be killed in tiie war. His father (Mr. Sidney Abrahams) and brothor 
(Mr. W. Abrahams) are members of St. Thomas’ Guild and the 
Gloucester and Bristol Association.

On Saturday week the Guild rang a muffled quarter-peal of Grand­
sire Triples to the memory of the deceased, and on the following day, 
as a mark of the esteem in which he was held at the church, the 
Dead March was played at the close of the service.

OXFORD GUILD MEMBER FALLS IN ACTION.
Another ringer 10 fall in his country’s cause is Pte C. C. Norcott, a 

member „f  the Farnham Royal band and of the Oxford Diocesan 
Guild, who was serving in the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry, and 
was killed in action while with a machine gun party in France cn 

•February 11th. He was a keen and smart young soldier, and, al­
though only 17 years of age, had been at the front about six months. 
As a member of St. Mary’s belfry he had shown the promise of a good 
ringer, and had rung the treble to six-scores of Grandsire Doubles 
and touches of Triples, but gave up the rope for the rifle twelve months 
ago.

T R E B L E  BOB M A JO R .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Your nameless correspondent is not very happy with his 
figures of the quarter-peal of Treble Bob he gives in your last issue, 
and, of course, I may say they were not the figures used by me. His 
figures are hopelessly wrong, being false in several places and in differ­
ent positions, “ false course-ends even staring one in the face—un­
protected. I f  your correspondent will send me his name and address 
I will write and show him where the repetitions occur, and also send 
him the actual figures of th© 1280 rung at Streatham.

A. J. PERKINS.
3, Mellows Road, South Beddington, Surrey.
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BISHOP RYDER'S CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM.

Our readers will remember that a few weeks ago the 
announcement was made in our columns of the appoint­
ment of Mr. James George as Ringing Master and tower- 
keeper at Bishop Ryder’s Church, Birmingham. « Mr. 
George requires no introduction, his name is known to 
every ringer in the land, and Bishop Ryder’s is to be con­
gratulated on having such a well known and universally 
respected ringer placed in charge.

It speaks much for the attractions of Birmingham (or 
the Birmingham ringers !) that when Mr. George retired

B ish o p  R y d e r 's C h u r c h , B ir m in g h a m .

from the service of the L. and N.W. Railway Company, 
and could have gone to reside in any part of the country 
he pleased, he chose to settle in the Midland Metropolis, 
where he has become quite at home, and where he has been 
heartily welcomed by the St. Martin’s Guild, of which he 
is a staunch supporter.

Mr. George has rung 573 peals, 77 of which are twelve- 
bell peals, the latter having been rung in no fewer than 19 
towers. No other ringer, we believe, has rung peals in 
so many twelve-bell towers as this. These 19 towers are 
the following : Ashton-under-Lyne (2 peals of Grardsire

Cinques and 3 of Treble Box Maximus, including the 
record length of 12,240 in 8 hrs. 39 mins.), 5 peals; Birm­
ingham (25 Stedman Cinques, 2 Treble Bob Maximus, 1 
Forward Maximus, 1 Grandsire Maximus), 29; Birching- 
ton (including 3 in less than 24 hours), 6; Bow, Cheapside,
1 ; Bristol, 1 ; Gornhill, 6 ; Cripplegate, 6 ; Halifax, 1 ; 
Norwich (2 Treble Bob Maximus), 2 ; Ipswich (1 Sted­
man Cinques, 2 Treble Bob Maximus), 3; Oxford, 1; 
Painswick, ij Sheffield, 3; Shoreditch, 1; Shrewsbury (1 
Stedman Cinques, 1 Grandsire Cinques), 2 ; Southwark, 2 ; 
West Bromwich, 4 ; Wolverhampton, 2 ; Worcester, 1. 
Except where stated, all the peals have been Stedman 
Cinques.

Bishop Ryder’s Church, in Gem Street, Birmingham, 
was named in remembrance of the Hon. Henry Ryder, 
Bishop of Lichfield (1824-36). It was erected in 1838, and 
consecrated December 24th in that year.. It is a structure 
of red brick and stone, in a simple Gothic style, with a 
tower of three stages, rising to a height of 95 feet, sur­
mounted by slender pinnacles at the angles, and an octa­
gonal battlemented lantern. The church was restored in 
1874, and in 1894 a new chancel was built and a reredos 
erected by Sir John C. Holder, Bart., and several stained 
glass windows were also added in the same year. The liv­
ing is a vicarage, and has been held since 1900 by the 
Rev. G. E. Badger, M.A.

Originally the tower contained only one bell, but in 
1869 a ring of eight was put in, the money being raised by 
public subscription. The bells, a nice handy peal with a 
tenor about 12 cwt. in G, were cast and hung by Messrs. 
Blews, of Birmingham, and are quite a lively, musical lot 
to' listen to. They were formally opened by a mixed com* 
pany from St. Martin’s and St. Philip’s belfries.

Bishop Ryder’s soon became a recognised place of meet­
ing for the Birmingham ringers of that day, and many 
famous men were to be seen there on Saturday nights, 
among them being Henry Johnson, sen. and jun., known 
respectively as “  Old Harry ”  and “  Young Harry,”  
Wm. Chattell (Old Baker), John Day, Amos and Ned 
Cresser, John Banister (Woolwich John), W . Heywood, 
Job Joynes, Sam Jarman and others. Then came younger 
men, some of whom made names for themselves, such as 
Harry Bastable, John Carter, Wm. Kent, Harry Avery, 
John Buffery, and these again were joined or followed by 
Tom Miller, Walter Bryant, Toni Russam and many 
others.

After tower ringing was over it was the custom to 
adjourn to “  another place,”  where, in a room set apart 
for the ringers, the handbells were brought out, and one 
could see old and young brought together in the same 
touch or course. Alas ! the old ones are now gone, and 
the youngsters are no longer young. Carter ana Banister 
would ring Triples, “  four in hand,”  and many other 
“  stunts ”  would be attempted.

Many a Birmingham ringer of to-day owes his prowess 
to the lessons learnt among the “  old ’uns ”  that used to 
meet here on the Saturday night, the meeting having been 
as regular an institution as the Tuesday evening at St. 
Martin’s.

Since those days the ringing at Bishop Ryder’s has 
slackened off somewhat, but a revival may confidently be 
expected under the able and energetic leadership of Mr. 
James George.

LANGPORT, SOMERSET.—On Sunday, March 26th, for morning 
service, 720 Bob Minor: G. Locke 1. F. Locke (age 13), first 720, 2, T. 
J. Lloyd (conductor) 3, 0. Sandford 4, W. White (age 16) 5, T. W. 
Creed 6.
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T H E  N O T A T IO N  OF M ETH O D S.
BY H. W. FRIGHT.

On even numbers there must be either two places or none made in 
each row. Methods and Principles in which the sequence of the courses 
is unbroken have alternately two places and none, and, therefore, no 
symbol need be inserted into the formula to represent the rows with 
no places. The other abbreviations—half lead (or division), omission 
of compulsory places, writing recurring periods once only, and quarter 
lead for double methods, remain the same as on odd numbers. The 
place across the lead-end axis of symmetry must always be indicated, 
as explained last week, when there is only one bell in the hunt. It 
will be found that no difficulty arises from writing tho places with no 
indication whether one or two are to be taken for a change—if you are 
writing a change with a compulsory place you only take one place from 
the formula, otherwise you take two. There is one additional abbrevia­
tion that can be made in Treble Bob Major Methods. If 5, 8 are made 
in any change when the treblei is in 3—4, the 5 can be omitted, for, as 
it is the custom not to make 7th’s except under’ the Treble, 5th’s is the 
only possible place that could there go with 8th’s. It will be found 
that space is economised, in the case of long formulte, if they are 
divided into two (or on higher numbers even more) parts and the 
parts written below one another. I give below a few examples of 
eight-boll methods with unbroken sequence.

PLAIN  M E TH O D S.
C o u r t .

Single Norwich Double Norwich College Single
4 1 6 1 1 . 4 3 6 1 . 6 16 5 3 . 8 16 13 . 8 (38)3 .

B o b .
Oxford Double Oxford St. Clem ents.
4 1 6 1 1 2 . 4367 . 4 3 6 13 2 636152  8 (38)3 2 .

T reble  B o b .
Oxford Superlative Gloucester Norfolk 

34 (1 8 12 )3 1 . 3648367. 344836 . 564 56 36 1.
I2534I-

Where the sequence of the courses is broken, every change must 
as a rule bo represented in the formula, a O standing for no places in 
a change (e.g., 0. 0. C. 17 Plain Minor 3 4 6 0 1 0 3 2). In cases where 
it would be impossible to make the places following the 0  in the 
change represented by the 0 , the 0  can, however, be omitted. For 
instance, tho first 0  in the formula above is superfluous, for a lead 
made in the third change of1 a plain Minor method would cause a bell 
to lie throe blows at lead. This formula would, therefore, be written 
3 4 6 1 0 3 2. Thus, when in writing a “ broken sequence ” method 
from a formula you come to an impossible place, you know that before 
that place is a “ O ” change. Places involved by others can also be 
omitted. For instance, if you mako a 3rd’s place in tlio fifth change 
of a plain Minor method, tho only other place that can possibly be 
made in that change is obviously 4th’s. This can, therefore, be omitted 
from tho formula, and C. C. C. 23 Plain Minor, for example, written
3 4 6 1 3 1 2. This means that when, in writing a method from a 
formula, you come to a place that prohibits any other place but one 
from being made witli it, you make that) one and take tile next place 
in the formula for the succeeding change. Below are a few Treble 
Bob Major Methods with broken sequence.

Bristol. London. New Cumberland. (R .W ., M ’ch 3rd). 
05804. (38)242384. 56568 . 034840838.
8 8 36 1. 14 5 (16 )2 75 . 0 56 36 1. 4 14 50 14 0 52 .

It will be noticed that in the second and fourth examples above I 
have pushed the “ omission of involved places ” as far as it will go. 
For instance, in the ninth change of London 1, 4 are made, but as 
there is a 3rd's in t.ho eighth change, 110 place other than lead can be 
made with 4th’s without causing a bell to lie more than two blows in 
ono place. I, therefore, write only 4 for the ninth change. This will 
be found a convenient means of shortening long formulae.

I hopo I have now explained the condensation completely. Tho 
underlying idea is to write down the places made in every change, aud | 
then omit every place you can. It would be very easy to write down : 
a lead of a method from its formula, and I think, with a little prac­
tice, it would be possible to see a good bit of the work without trans­
forming the formula. But these are secondary considerations. The 
mam purpose is to save) ink-—and, therefore, money—and this the sys­
tem would obviously do. As I have not illustrated many principles, I 
will oonclude with a few on eight bells.

SEQ U EN C E UNBROKEN.
Leek.
36 18 36 .

SEQ U EN C E BRO K EN .
(G. Baker) Barnsbury

36 18 0 (3618)2  361836  (36)20
(360)2

NOTICES.

SHEFFIE-LD D ISTRICT AND O LD  EAST 
DERBYSH IRE AM ALGAM ATED SOCIETY.—The 
next meeting of this Society will be held at Bolsover on 
Saturday, April 1st. Bells available from 3,30 to 7.30 
p.m. The members of the Committee are requested to 
meet in the Church Institute at 4.30.— Sam Thomas, 
Secretary, 19, Stanhope Road, Sheffield,

LAN CASH IRE ASSOCIATION,— Rochdale Branch. 
The next meeting will be held on April 1st at Oldham 
Parish Church. Bells ready at 3 o ’clock. Business meet­
ing at 6.30. Subscriptions are now due.—T. K. Driver, 
The Gardens, Hopwood Hall, Middleton.

LAN CASH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Bolton Branch.— 
The next meeting will be held at Tyldesley on Saturday, 
April 1st. Bells available from 3 p.m. to dusk. Business 
meeting. 7 p.m.— G. Pincott, Branch Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT AMALGAMATED SOC­
IETY.— The next monthly meeting of the society will be 
held at Idle on Saturday, April 1st. Bells (new peal of 8, 
tenor 16 cwt., by Taylor) available from 3 p.m. Business 
meeting at 7.30 p.m., in the White Bear Hotel. —  Wm. 
Barton, Honorary Secretary, 10, Carlisle Road, Pudsey.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Liverpool Branch. 
—A meeting will be held at Walton on Saturday, April 
1st. Bells ready at 4. Meeting at 7.—Walter Hughes, 
Hon. Branch Secretary.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. —  United practice at 
St. Mary’s Church, Farnham Royal, at 7 p.m. on Satur­
day, April 1 st.

THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS. 
— Established 1637.— Meetings will be held at the Coffee 
Pot, Warwick Lane, E.C., on April 6th and .20th for hand­
bell practice, and on the nth and 25th for business.— 
William T. Cockerill, Honorary Secretary, 32, Edgeley 
Road, Clapham, S.W.

L A N C A S H I R E  ASSOCIATION. — Manchester 
Branch.—The next meeting will be held at Radcliffe on 
Saturday, April 8th. Bells available from 3 p.m. Tea 
will be provided for those sending their names to W . H. 
Baines, 15, Church Green, Radcliffe, not later than April 
6th. Meeting will follow the tea.— W . Wolstencroft. 
Branch Sec.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Western Division.— 
The next District meeting will be held at Romford oil 
Saturday, April 15th. Bells available 3 to 8 p.m. Short 
service at 5. Tea at the Fox and Hounds 5.30, 8d. each. 
Business meeting to follow. All will be welcome. Will 
those requiring tea kindly notify the undersigned by first 

\ post Wednesday, April 12th, at the latest.— E. J. Butler 
(temporary Honorary Secretary), 3, Eustace Road, Chad- 
well Heath, Essex.

THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—The 
annual meeting will be held at St. Alban’s on Easter Mon­
day, April 24th, 1916. Towers open for ringing from 
1.30 to 5 p.m. Choral evensong in the Cathedral at 5 
p.m., with address to ringers by the Rev. B. H. Tyrwhitt- 
Drake, Vicar of Thundridge. At 5.50 p.m. meat tea will be 
served at the Abbey Institute, for which a charge of gd. 
each will be made to members. Annual business meeting 

! to follow. The secretary earnestly asks secretaries of 
bands and unattached members, to advise him as early
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as possible the probable number of members attending the 
meeting, so that satisfactory arrangements can be made 
for tea. Outstanding subscriptions should be paid at 
once.—G. W . Cartmel, Honorary Secretary, “  Duffield,”  
St. Albans.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION (Central 
Division).—A Quarterly Meeting will be held at South- 
over, Lewes, on Easter Monday. Tower open at 2. Tea,
5.15, in Church Hall, by kind invitation of the Rector to 
those who notify me by Tuesday, April 18th. Subscriptions 
for 1916 are now due.—A. D. Stone, 29, Ashton Street, 
Brighton.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South-Western Division. 
—Will members and friends kindly note, that during the 
absence of the Hon. District Secretary (Mr. H. Rumens) 
on Military Service, the secretarial duties will be under­
taken by the undersigned, to whom all subscriptions and 
communications should be sent. —  Ernest J. Butler, 3, 
Eustace Road, Chadwell Heath, Essex.

PROPOSE® M E M O R I A L  T O  T H E  L A T E  
W ILLIA M  SNOW DON.—The Members of the York­
shire Association of Change Ringers propose to erect a 
Memorial to the late William Snowdon in the form of 
a Brass Tablet in Ilkley Parish Church, near to the 
Ringers' Window already erected to the memory of his 
brother, Jasper Whitfield Snowdon. Will any person 
wishing to be associated with this movement kindly com­
municate with the Treasurer to the Fund, Mr. H. Williams, 
New Worthy Cemetery, Leeds, Yorks.

PEAL BOOKS.— Price 3s., post free 3/6. Peals writ­
ten in at 3d. per page. Prices for entering peals in Asso­
ciation official peal books upon application.—J. Beams, 
West Ewell, Epsom.

H O L ID A Y  A P A R T M E N T S .
RINGERS and visitors to Matlock will find every com­

fort and convenience at Mrs. H. Paulson’s, Beech House,

L A N C A S H I R E  A S S O C IA T IO N .
A most successful meeting of the Rossendale Branch was held at St. 

Mary’s Church, Rawtenstall, on Saturday last, when members were 
present from Newchurch, Haslingden, Bury, Ramsbottom, Helmshore, 
etc. The committee of the parent body also held a meeting, presided 
over by the president (the Rev. H. J. Elsee, of Bolton), representatives 
attending from Blackburn, Preston, Pendleton, Manchester, Worsley, 
Ashton, Bolton, Middletpn.^etc.

Arrangements were made to hold the half-yearly meeting of the 
Association at Wigan on May 27th, and the next committee meeting 
at Ormskirk on July 15th.—A vote of condolence wasi passed with the. 
widow and family of t ie  late Mr. J. Brogden Taylor, of Waterfoot, 
who had been a good working member of the Association since 1887, a 
branch secretary and committeeman for many years.

All the representatives had the same tale to  tell—that they were 
short of ringers at their towers, owing to enlistments in His Majesty’s 
Forces, the ringers being second to none in their patriotism for King 
and country.

Ringing commenced at 3 p.m. by various mixed bands, and was 
briskly carried on until time for tea, which was served in St. Mary’s 
Schools. After tea and meeting, ringing was again indulged in, until 
close on 8 p.m., when the military restrictions of the district put a 

activities >n the tower. Many short touches were rung in 
tt raethods: Grandsire and Stedman Triples, Oxford and
Kent treble Bob, Superlative and London Surprise—quite an assort­
ment of methods to suit the most fastidious ringer, so that all present 
relt well satisfied with the meeting.

onSS u .K l^ ’ M UChKt r ° f Xf0rd 6 ? ild- Afc Sfc- Mary's" Parish Church! 
ri v. ir - 1  •■„ »  • ’ evening service, a quarter-peal of Oxford 
» r  s  A  ?  p  ^ df?rd }• *-■ Flaxman 2, “A. Leader 3 .l . b .  Smith 4, P. Jones 5, W. Henley 0, S. T. Hooper 7, A. Perryman 
Hooper, q’ la,’M‘r m the mothod. and first as conductor by E. T.

Si Jam es, cm .

CHURCH BELLS SINGLY OR 
IN RINGS.

Bell Frames in Oast Iron, Steel 
and Oak,

Bells tuned on the latest im* 
proved principles initiated by 

the late Canon Simpson.

C A S T IiE  G R E E N  
------B R IS T O L  —
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JAMES BARWELL,
L I M I T E D ,

Church JBell Pounders
—  AND —

Church Bell Mangers, 

GREAT HAMPTON S TR EET,

BIRMINGHAM
Towers and Campaniles Inspected and 

Estimates Furnished to cover every 
Expense. 

Musical Handbells, in any size and number, 
for Tune or Change-ringing, in Guaranteed 

Quality.

The Jasper Snowdon Series.
liO P E -B IG H T . la  8a  , «ixtfc ed . ISO p a g u ;  trea ts  P la in  S o b , eozf. 

m encing  on  three  bells.
G R A N D S IK K . 2s. 8d . ; aeooml e d .;  284 p a ges ; oorom enciag am &;■; 

b e lle ; com plete with tb s  T hom pson  Chart*, eto., ate.
STANDARD METHODS/ 6th Edition Now Ready. ^
STKD&tAN. 2s. 8d . ;  276 pagei, b j  th e  R ev . G. D . P . Davies, M .A  

with an append ix b y  S ir A rthur H e y  w ood , B e r t ., e to ., et*.
T R E B L E  B O B . P a rt I .  1». 0 d .; iseoond e d .;  w ith a p p en d ix ;

olosely prin ted  pages. P art I I . ,  su ited fo r  Corufastora o n l y  
very  sca rce ; 2e. l i d . ;  236 payes.

D O U B L E  N O R W IC H  O.B. M a jor. A t  present o u t  o f  prin t.
S U R P R IS E  P E A L S . C am bridge, S uperlative and  L o n d o n ; compiling!

All poet free , an  r«>oeipt o f  p osta l ord er , from

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Gartmel, Lancashire.

A L F R E D  B O W E L L ,
CHURCH b e ll founder,

i p s W i e H -
JOHN SMITH & SONS

Midland Clock Works,
DERBY
Telegraphic Address-
* Clocks, Derby.”
Tel. No. 569

& M AKERS OF CLOCKS AND 
CHIMES for S. Paul’s Cathedral 

Beverley Minster, Selby Abbey, Truro 
Cathedral, Thurles Cathedral, Trinity College, Cam* 

bridge, Belfast Assembly Hall, Magdalen College, Oxford, 
tt many others to Lord Grimthorpe’s designs. In 1897. 

wilting to the Vicar of Minchlnhampton, Lord Onmthorpe said “ Smith 
«  Derby will d o ck  you in the be t way and as ne&r at amity as possible.1*

t

CHURCH B E L L  ROPES,
Clock and Chiming Ropes.
J O H N  P R I T C H A R D

Actual Manufacture!' of Ropes fop
W ORLD’S RECORD PEAL.

Offices: SWAN ST., LOUGHBOROUGH.
Works—Dead Lane, Loughborough.

tab lish ed  n ea rly  10 0  y ea rs . T e l . N o . 6 3 0 . P r ic e  L is t  o n  A p p lic  a tion

When Ordering—
Please give length of rope, and state weight of tenor.

Splicing a speciality.

Unique for Presentation.
An Inkstand in the design of a Well-shaped Bell

This charming model in Solid Hall Marked Silver 
will make a most appropriate and useful Gift.

It can be supplied in the following sizes:— 
Diameter 2^in. 2fin. 3|in. 3^in. 4m. 4^in. 5 m.
Price ... 9/- 13/6 17/6 22/6 27/6 33/- 46/6
Monogram or Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges.

Goldsmith and 
* V U M J J X I I I V ,  Silversmith,

W O K I K T G
(MAKER OF THE RINGERS' BADGE.)

THOMAS DOBiLE A  SOM, Church Bell*
Hangers, TAUNTON -B ells Hung on the 
most approved principles Old Bells Re cast, 
New Bells supplied, Ropes of the best make. 
Miacombe s Chiming Apparatus fixed, Hand­
bells in sets, Chromatic or Diatonic

THE BADGE 0F THE CRAFT
A Beautifully Executed

RINGERS’ PENDANT
in Gold, Silver or Bronze. 
Specially Sui: abie for Gifts.

Prices, Gold (9 carat) 21/-, Silver 4/6 
Bronze2/6 (post free).

J. COMBER, Goldsmith and Jeweller,
T elephone • 171 WoiiiNG, W O S M W r s -

'Tinted fo r  the  P ro p r ie to rs  by th e  W oodbridge  P r e ss , L t d .. 
G u ild fo rd , and  P u b lish e d  b y  M essrs . W m . D a w so n  & S toss  
L t d .  C a n n on  H o u s e .B r e a m 's  B u ild in g s , L o n d o n , E ,C ,


