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The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
Registered Charity No 270036

The third session of the 40th Council (113th Annual Meeting) will be held on Monday 31st May 2010 in the 
Derby Conference Centre, London Road, Derby, starting at 10.00 a.m. It will be preceded by a Corporate 
Communion Service at 8.00 a.m. in St Osmund’s Church, London Road.

Will members please sign the roll and be in their seats by 9.50 a.m. – the roll will invite you to sign in both 
as a member of  The Ringing World Limited and The Ringing Foundation Limited.

The morning session will be adjourned at 12.45 p.m.; at 2.15 p.m. the Annual Meeting of  The Ringing World 
Limited will be held; the afternoon session will resume after that Meeting.

The afternoon session will be adjourned at 4.15 p.m.; at 4.45 p.m. the Annual Meeting of The Ringing 
Foundation Limited will be held; if required, the afternoon session will resume after that Meeting.

AGENDA
1. Opening prayer.

2. Report of the Honorary Secretary as to the representation of societies and subscriptions.

3. Application to affiliate: the Four Shires Guild of Bellringers.

4. Welcome to new members.

5. Apologies for absence.

6. Loss of members through death.

7. Minutes of the 2009 Annual Meeting (p.437).

8. Matters arising from the Minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda.

9. Annual Report of the Council (p.442).

10. Accounts for 2009 (p.442).

11. Election of Honorary Members:
 Stella Bianco, Roger Booth, Robert Cooles, Bill Hibbert, Tim Jackson and David Kelly retire. David Kelly 

is not seeking re-election. There are in all 11 vacancies.

12. Motions:
 (A) That Honorary Members be replaced by Additional or Ex-officio Members, that the relationship 

between the Council and The Ringing Foundation be formalised and that other rules be simplified, by 
making the following changes:

 That Rule 3(ii) be amended to read:
 Additional Members, not exceeding 18 in number, elected by the Council;
 That Rule 5(ii) be amended to read:
 No Representative Member shall be eligible as an Additional Member.
 That the second sentence of Rule 5(iv) be amended to read:
 An Alternate Member may not be elected an independent examiner, nor be appointed to a committee 

of the Council; neither shall an Alternate be entitled to membership of  The Ringing World Limited or 
The Ringing Foundation Limited, nor to give notice of motion in accordance with Rule 18.

 That Rule 6 be amended to read:
 Additional Members
 (i) Additional Members shall consist of those who possess knowledge or skills needed by the Council. 

They shall be elected for three years and shall be eligible for re-election (retirement and election taking 
effect as from the end of the annual meeting). An Additional Member who is elected a Representative 
or Life Member, or becomes an Ex-officio Member, shall immediately cease to be an Additional 
Member. Election shall be by ballot at an annual meeting of the Council and require the vote of a 
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majority of those present. Notwithstanding the note above concerning when the election takes effect, 
a new Additional Member shall be eligible for election to a committee at that meeting.

 (ii) All nominations for Additional Membership shall be sent to the Honorary Secretary, signed by two 
Representative, Life or Ex-officio members of the Council, not less than two calendar months previous 
to a meeting of the Council. Such nominations shall appear on the agenda paper. Nominations shall 
be accompanied by a supporting statement of not more than 250 words which will be distributed to 
members of the Council. Supporting speeches will not be permitted at the meeting.

 That the first sentence of Rule 7(ii) be amended to read:
 All nominations for Life Membership shall be sent to the Honorary Secretary, signed by two members 

of the Council, not less than two calendar months previous to a meeting of the Council.
 That the existing Rule 8 be renumbered 8(i) and the following new Rule 8(ii) be added:
 The Chairman of  The Ringing World Limited shall be an Ex-officio member of the Council if not already 

a Life or Representative Member.
 That the existing Rules 9 to 22 be renumbered 10 to 23, that the references in existing Rules 4(iii)(b), 

14(i) and 22 to “Rule 9,” “Rule 22” and “Rule 17” be changed to “Rule 10,” “Rule 23” and “Rule 18” 
respectively and the following new Rule 9 be added:

 The Ringing Foundation Limited
 9. (i) All members of the Central Council as shall from time to time consent in writing shall be members 

of  The Ringing Foundation Limited.
 (ii) The Chairman of  The Ringing Foundation Limited shall be an Ex-officio member of the Council if 

not already a Life or Representative Member.
 That the second sentence of new rule 12(i) be amended to read:
 In the event of the President, Vice-President, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Assistant Secretary or 

Honorary Treasurer vacating office before the expiry of the three years, the remaining officers shall 
have the power to make a temporary appointment to fill the vacancy until the ensuing meeting, which 
meeting shall elect a replacement for the remainder of the period.

 That new Rule 12(ii) be amended to read:
 The President, Vice-President, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Assistant Secretary and Honorary 

Treasurer shall be Ex-officio members of the Council if not already Life or Representative Members.
 That new Rule 13 be renumbered Rule 13(i) and the third sentence be amended to read:
 In the event of a Steward vacating office before the expiration of the three years, the ensuing meeting 

shall appoint a replacement for the remainder of the period.
 That the following new Rule 13(ii) be added:
 The Stewards shall be Ex-officio members of the Council if not already Life or Representative 

Members.
 That the following be added to new Rule 15(iii):
 (e) The Chairman of  The Ringing Foundation Limited.

 (B) At the end of the annual meeting any Honorary Members who are not Stewards, the Chairman of 
The Ringing World Limited or the Chairman of  The Ringing Foundation Limited shall become Additional 
Members and shall retire three years after they were last elected Honorary Members.

 Proposed on behalf of the Administrative Committee by Roger Bailey (Middlesex County Association 
and London Diocesan Guild), seconded by David Sparling (Essex Association).

13. To receive, discuss and if thought fit to adopt the reports of the following Committees; and to pass such 
resolutions as may be necessary on matters arising from the reports. In all cases one-third of the 
present members retire and are eligible for re-election if still members of the Council.

(a) Administrative (p.446):
  Michael Church, Angela Newing, Derek Sibson and David Sparling retire. There are 4 vacancies.
(b) Biographies (p.446):
  Hilary Aslett (co-opted), Jenny Lawrence, David Stanworth and Kathryn Tucker retire. Jenny 

Lawrence, David Stanworth and Kathryn Tucker are not seeking re-election. There are 3 vacancies.
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(c) Compositions (p.447):
  Robin Hall, Philip Saddleton and Simon Woof retire. Robin Hall and Simon Woof are not seeking 

re-election. There are 3 vacancies.
(d) Education (p.448):
  Claire Bell, Peter Dale, Gill Hughes (co-opted), Simon Linford and Jan Wyatt retire. There are 5 

vacancies.
(e) Information and Communications Technology (p.448):
  Alan Chantler and Mike Chester retire. There are 4 vacancies.
(f) Library (p.449):
  Stella Bianco retires. Jean Sanderson has died. There are 2 vacancies.
(g) Methods (p.449):
  Peter Niblett and Robin Woolley retire. There are 3 vacancies.
(h) Peal Records (p.450:
  Phillip Barnes, Ben Duke and Mike Trimm retire and are not seeking re-election. There are 2 

vacancies.
(i) Public Relations (p.453):
  Bruce Butler, Christopher O’Mahony and Stephanie Warboys retire. Chris Darvill has resigned. 

There are 5 vacancies.
(j) Publications (p.455):
  Derek Jones and Beryl Norris retire. There are 2 vacancies.
(k) Redundant Bells (p.455):
  John Baldwin and Robert Cooles retire. There are 2 vacancies.
(l) Ringing Centres (p.457):
  Roger Booth, Janet Edwards (co-opted) and Norman Mattingley retire. There are 5 vacancies.
(m) Ringing Trends (p.457):
  Alison Hodge retires. There are 4 vacancies.
(n) Towers & Belfries (p.459):
  James Clarke, Adrian Dempster, Alan Frost, Andrew Preston and Adrian Semken retire. There are 5 

vacancies.
(o) Tower Stewardship (p.460):
  Christopher O’Mahony and Janet Edwards retire. Janet Edwards is not seeking re-election. There 

are 2 vacancies.
(p) Bell Restoration (p.460):
  Jay Bunyan (co-opted) and Ian Oram retire. Laith Reynolds has resigned and Carol Hardwick has 

died. There are 4 vacancies.

14. (a) Report of the Stewards of the Carter Ringing Machine Collection (p.461).
 (b) Appointment of Steward for 2010-2011:

  Nominee Proposer Seconder
  Bill Purvis Alan Berry Andrew Wilby

15. Report of the Steward of the Rolls of Honour (p.462).

16. Report of the Stewards of the Dove Database (p.462).

17. Central Council Rescue Fund for Redundant Bells (registered charity no. 278816) (p.463):
  Report and Accounts.
18. Future meetings.

19. Any other business.

Mary Bone
Hon Secretary
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Present
Life Members: The Revd J C Baldwin, H W 

Egglestone, H W Rogers, A N Stubbs, D G 
Thorne.

Honorary Members: A P S Berry#, R 
Booth, Mrs G Cater, R J Cooles, Mrs J A 
Edwards, J C Eisel, A Ellis#, A J Frost, E G H 
Godfrey, W A Hibbert, T Jackson, D J Kelly, 
R A Lewis, A Regin*, Miss J Roberts, R 
Shipp#, P A Trotman#, B Ward, Mrs P M 
Wilkinson.

Ancient Society of College Youths: R I 
Allton, S Linford, P A B Saddleton, A W R 
Wilby.

Australian & New Zealand Assn: C D 
O’Mahony, L R Reynolds.

Bath & Wells Dio. Assn: R C Backhurst, 
Miss J Bunyan, M R T Higby, J R Taylor.

Bedfordshire Assn: P J S Albon, K Lewin, 
Mrs W Piercy.

Beverley & District Society: A J Atkinson, 
J Blackburn.

Birmingham University Society: P 
Chandler.

Cambridge Univ. Guild: R Hall, L D G 
Simpson.

Carlisle Dio. Guild: Ms W Graham, J J 
Proudfoot.

Chester Dio. Guild: P Dyson, C M Orme, 
Mrs P Thomson, P Wilkinson.

Coventry Dio. Guild: M Chester, M J Dew, 
W K Jones, C F Mew.

Derby Dio. Assn: M Banks, J A Cater, Mrs 
P A M Halls, Mrs G Hughes.

Devon Association: M C Way.
Devonshire Guild: L E Boyce, J M Clarke, 

M G Mansley, D J Roberts.
Durham & Newcastle Dio. Assn: Mrs Y 

Cairns, H Smith, R R Warford, Mrs B M 
Wheeler.

Durham Univ. Society: M Williams.
East Derby & West Notts Assn: The Revd 

A Dempster.
East Grinstead & District Guild: R A 

Grant.
Ely Dio. Assn: G E Bonham, M B Davies, B 

Hullah#, S Martin.
Essex Assn: J Armstrong, F J P Bone, B 

Meads, A G Semken, D L Sparling.
Gloucester & Bristol Dio. Assn: D Harbottle, 

W Nash, Prof A Newing, J Nicholls.
Guildford Dio. Guild: W J Couperthwaite, 

Mrs B R Norris, C H Rogers, M J Turner.
Hereford Dio. Guild: J H Croxton, Mrs J 

Lawrence, Mrs J Mason. 
Hertford County Assn: R Chandler*, G A 

Duke, G T Horritt, B C Watson.
Irish Assn: C Holliday, Ms J Kelly, Mrs J 

Lysaght.
Kent County Assn: P R J Barnes, P T Dale, 

R H Edwards, P H Larter, Mrs C M Lewis.
Ladies Guild: Mrs J Stevenson, Ms J K 

Wyatt.
Lancashire Assn: G Blundell, D Burgess, 

Mrs A E Pettifor, E Runciman, S D Woof.

Leeds University Society: R Green#.
Leicester Dio. Guild: Mrs C N J Franklin, 

Mrs A S Preston, J R Thompson, Mrs W M 
Warwick.

Lichfield & Walsall Archd. Society: S 
Hutchieson, J F Mulvey, C M Smith.

Lincoln Dio. Guild: Mrs S Faull, A R 
Heppenstall, Mrs J M Rogers, L G Townsend.

Liverpool Univ. Society: Mrs V Wilby.
Llandaff & Monmouth Dio. Assn: P S 

Bennett, Mrs P Penney.
Middlesex County Assn. & London Dio. 

Guild: R Bailey, F T Blagrove, T Joiner.
National Police Guild: The Rt Revd B F 

Peachey.
North American Guild: B N Butler, Ms B 

Faber, J I Mabe, Ms K Tucker.
North Staffordshire Assn: F Beech, Mrs  

J Beech.
North Wales Assn: G P Morris, D Stanworth.
Norwich Dio. Assn: P Adcock, Miss T 

Crowder, D McLean.
Oxford Dio. Guild: W Butler, K R 

Davenport, J A Harrison, Mrs B May, T G Pett, 
M K Till.

Oxford Society: Ms C L Bell, B J Stone.
Oxford Univ. Society: M Bell.
Peterborough Dio. Guild: Mrs H Aslett,  

D J Jones, Mrs E J Sibson.
St Martin’s Guild: Mrs S J Warboys,  

M P A Wilby.
Salisbury Dio. Guild: A J Howes, A C D 

Lovell-Wood, J Newman, A P Nicholson, R J 
Purnell.

Scottish Assn: S Elwell-Sutton, M A Neale.
Shropshire Assn: A M Glover#, N J Green.
Society of Royal Cumberland Youths: J 

S Barnes, I H Oram, A J Preston, D E 
Sibson.

Society of Sherwood Youths: P Hawcock.
South African Guild: Mrs J M Webster.
Southwell and Nottingham Dio. Guild: G 

A Dawson, A B Mills, Ms M J Stephens, R E H 
Woolley.

Suffolk Guild: R J Munnings, The Revd 
Canon L R Pizzey, D G Salter.

Surrey Assn: J D Cheesman, Mrs K Flavell, 
P Flavell, R J Wallis.

Sussex County Assn: A R Baldock, Mrs C 
M Baldock, I P Hastilow, D Kirkcaldy, Mrs M 
E Oram.

Swansea & Brecon Dio. Guild: Mrs J 
Francis*, P C Johnson.

Truro Dio. Guild: Ms M Jones, N R 
Mattingley, R J Perry, I P Self.

Univ. Bristol Society: C Darvill, R M Wood.
Veronese Assn: P Avesani, Dr A M Hodge.
Winchester & Portsmouth Dio. Guild: M J 

Church, P D Niblett, A P Smith, D Strong, M J 
Winterbourne.

Worcestershire & Districts Assn: S W 
Holbeche, C M Povey, A Roberts, R J Walker.

Yorkshire Assn: A R Aspland, N Donovan, 
C B Dove, Mrs D M Rhymer, B Sanders.

Zimbabwe Guild: Prof J R Milford (alt. 
member).

The Dorset County Association, the St 
David’s Diocesan Guild and the University of 
London Society were not represented.

The Chair was taken by the President, Tony 
Smith.

1. Opening Prayer
The Revd Anne Smith, the Minister of St 

Andrew’s Church, led the Council in prayer.

2. Report as to membership and 
subscriptions

The Hon Secretary, Ian Oram, reported that 
65 societies were affiliated to the Council with 
198 representatives; there were two vacancies. 
There were 6 Life Members and 23 Honorary 
Members. All subscriptions had been paid.

3. Welcome to new members
The President gave a warm welcome to new 

and returning members (indicated by * and # 
respectively in the list of those present).

4. Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from Doris 

Colgate (Life Member), Alan Bentley, Stella 
Bianco, Heather Peachey and Jean Sanderson 
(Honorary Members), Roger Lubbock and Ian 
McCulloch (Australian and New Zealand 
Assn), Carol Hardwick (Bath & Wells DA), 
Chris White (Dorset CA), Ashley Fortey 
(Hereford DG), Alison Caton (Ladies Guild), 
Betty Baines (Norwich DA), Alan Chantler 
(Peterborough DG), John Prytherch (St David’s 
DG), Michael Trimm (University of London 
Soc) and Anne Phillips (Zimbabwe Guild). 
Further apologies were presented from Paul 
Pascoe (Devon Assn) and Stephen Pettman 
(Suffolk Guild).

5. Loss of members through death
Members stood in silence as the Hon 

Secretary read the names of former members of 
the Council who had died in earlier years but 
whose deaths had not been previously reported 
to the Council: Frederick Teague (Truro DG 
1948-1950) and Edric Franklin (Railwaymen’s 
Guild 1967-1977); and the following member 
and former members who had died since the 
last meeting: William Gibbons (Chester DG 
1983-1984); Donald Knights (Ely DA 1960); 
Frederick Mitchell (Shropshire Assn from 
1978); Jean Darmon (Southwell DG 1949-
1950); Gordon Briggs (Derby DA 1948-1950); 
Ernest Willcox (Shropshire Assn 1966-1971); 
Alexander Martin (Chester DG 1957-1959, 
1966-1978, 1980, 1991-1995); Reginald Curtis 
(Truro DG 1975-1976); and William Jackson 
(North American Guild 1978-1995). The Revd 
Adrian Dempster led members in prayer.

6. Minutes of the 2008 Annual 
Meeting

The Minutes of the meeting held on 26th May 
2008 had been published in The Ringing World 
of 19th September 2008. The Hon Secretary 
reported the following errors: on page 987, item 
16(e), line 2, replace ‘third’ with ‘second’ and in 
line 8 replace ‘15’ with ‘8’; and on page 995 in 
the Summary of Attendance, absent members, 
replace ‘18’ with ‘19’ and ‘3’ with ‘2’.

The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
Minutes of the Second Session of the 40th Council (112th Annual Meeting), 
held in St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Pump Street, Worcester  
on Monday 25th May 2009, at 10.00 a.m.
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and a standing ovation from members. Ian 
returned thanks and wished his successor well.

11. Election of Honorary 
Secretary for 2009 - 2011

There had been two nominations for this 
position: Mary Bone was proposed by Robert 
Cooles and seconded by Derek Sibson; and 
Barrie Dove was proposed by Neil Donovan 
and seconded by Mike Chester.

Voting was by ballot which resulted in Mary 
Bone being declared elected.

In accordance with Rule 11 the retiring Hon 
Secretary continued in office until the business 
of the meeting was concluded.

12. Motions
(A) Co-opted Members
David Sparling proposed on behalf of the 

Administrative Committee:
That Rule 14(iv) be amended as follows:
Delete the last sentence and substitute:

‘Each of these committees shall have power 
to co-opt any number of members of the 
Council. Co-opted members shall retire at the 
next annual meeting and shall not be taken into 
account in determining the members who are to 
retire by rotation’.

David explained that this aspect of 
committee membership had not been covered 
by the Rule Change last year. Roger Bailey 
seconded.

The Motion was carried nem con.
(B) Committee name change
Paul Flavell proposed on behalf of the Peal 

Compositions Committee:
That Rule 14(ii)(e) be amended as follows:
Delete ‘Peal Compositions’ and substitute 

‘Compositions’.
That Rule 15(vii) be amended as follows:
Delete:
‘The Peal Compositions Committee. To 

promote the art of composition; to maintain a 
representative collection of peal compositions 
and prepare for publication such collections as 
the Council shall direct; to select, check, and 
prepare compositions for publication in The 
Ringing World; and to encourage the use of aids 
in composition’.

Substitute:
‘The Compositions Committee. To promote 

the art of composition; to maintain a 
representative collection of peal compositions 
and compositions of other lengths and to 
prepare for publication such collections as the 
Council shall direct; to select, check, and 
prepare compositions for publication in The 
Ringing World; and to encourage the use of aids 
in composition’.

Robin Hall seconded.
Frank Beech asked about the truth of quarter-

peals; Paul responded that there were no rules 
for quarter-peals.

The Motion was then put to the vote and 
carried by the necessary two-thirds majority.

(C) Biographies Committee
John Cater proposed:
That Rule 15(ii) be amended as follows:
Delete:
‘The Biographies Committee. To maintain an 

account of the work and general ringing activities 
of past and present members of the Council’.

Substitute:
‘The Biographies Committee. To maintain an 

account of the work and general ringing 
activities of past and present ringers’.

John stressed that the Motion did not imply 
any criticism of the Biographies Committee, 
which worked within the limitations of the 
existing Terms of Reference. The intention was 
to make that work more outward-looking. 
Deliberately the revised wording did not 
attempt to define who these ringers were; 
perhaps Society Secretaries could be asked to 
nominate suitable people. John acknowledged 
that the Committee had difficulty in persuading 
Council members to complete a biography 
form. Andrew Wilby seconded.

Pat Halls, chairman of the Biographies 
Committee, pointed out the practical problems 
in widening the remit of the Committee: how 
would prominent ringers be defined? The 
Committee’s report already noted the difficulty 
in obtaining information.

John Harrison suggested that the Terms of 
Reference could be widened further in such a 
way that practical solutions could be found; in 
any case more resources would be needed.

Jane Mason proposed an amendment to 
retain the existing wording, but adding ‘and 
those ringers nominated and approved by the 
Council at its Annual Meeting’. Paul Flavell 
seconded. After Phillip Barnes had pointed out 
that the Council was not competent to make 
such decisions, the amendment was defeated, 
with only two votes in favour.

On being put to the vote, the original Motion 
was carried by the necessary two-thirds 
majority.

(D) Honorary Members
Laith Reynolds proposed:
That Rule 6 (Honorary Members) be amended 

as follows:
 Delete the whole of the Existing Rule, viz:

‘Honorary Members shall be elected for 
three years and, on retiring, shall be eligible for 
re-election (retirement and election taking 
effect as from the end of the annual meeting), 
provided that any Honorary Member who 
during his term of office may be elected a 
Representative or Life Member shall, ipso 
facto, vacate his honorary membership. Election 
shall be by ballot and require the vote of a 
majority of those present. The Council may fill 
a vacancy among the Honorary Members at 
any annual meeting of the Council. 
Notwithstanding the note above concerning 
when the election takes effect, a new Honorary 
Member shall be eligible for election to a 
committee at that meeting’.

Substitute:
‘Persons who are not members of the Council 

shall be eligible for election to committees of 
the Council. Upon election they shall become 
Honorary Members of the Council for three 
years and shall retire in rotation with other 
Committee members. Honorary Members who 
during this term of office may be elected a 
Representative or Life Member shall, ipso 
facto, vacate this honorary membership. 
Honorary Members shall not be eligible to 
chair a committee or to become an Officer of 
the Council’.

Laith explained that the purpose of the 
Motion was to produce a more democratic 

After the corrections were made, the Minutes 
were approved and signed by the President.

The President drew attention to the Appendix 
to the Report of the Administrative Committee 
and reminded members to declare any interest 
in the bell-related trade to the Hon Secretary 
and before speaking at that meeting.

7. Matters arising from the 
Minutes not covered elsewhere 
on the agenda

Referring to page 988 of the Minutes, item 
16 (f), the Hon Secretary confirmed that the 
agenda for this year’s Meeting had been 
published on the website. No member wished 
to raise any other matter.

8. Annual Report of the Council
(RW 24th April 2009, pp430-431)
The Hon Secretary noted that since the 

preparation of the report, there had been one 
other change: in paragraph 4 on page 430, lines 
8 and 9, delete ‘their vacancies have not’ and 
insert ‘one of these vacancies has’, so that the 
number of Representative Members in the 
penultimate line became 198.

Adoption of the report was then proposed by 
the Hon Secretary, seconded by the Vice-
President, Kate Flavell, and agreed.

9. Accounts for 2008
(RW 24th April 2009, pp431-433)
In presenting the Accounts, the Hon Treasurer, 

Derek Harbottle, noted that the Independent 
Examiners had been able to give an unqualified 
report. He drew attention to the key areas of the 
Statement of Financial Activities, particularly 
the income and expenditure figures for the 
Roadshow which resulted in a net cost to the 
General Fund of £3,793. Looking ahead to 
2009 the substantial fall in interest rates would 
impact on the General Fund; the Officers would 
keep the situation under review. The Officers 
had agreed to commit £10,000 to support of 
The Ringing Foundation.

The Hon Treasurer proposed the adoption of 
the Accounts, the Vice-President seconded and 
they were agreed.

10. Election of Honorary Members
Four Honorary Members would complete 

their three-year term at the end of the meeting: 
of these Gail Cater was not seeking re-election. 
Heather Peachey was also standing down. The 
retiring three were re-elected as follows: Robert 
Lewis, the Editor of The Ringing World; Jackie 
Roberts, who continued to make useful 
contributions to the work of the Bell Restoration 
Committee and her more important role as 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of The 
Ringing World Limited; and Jane Wilkinson, 
who was willing to continue her work on the 
Committee for Redundant Bells. Three 
vacancies remained unfilled.

Before moving to the next item on the 
agenda, the President paid tribute to Ian Oram 
for his work as Hon Secretary over the past 8 
years and presented him with an inscribed table 
bell. This presentation was greeted with acclaim 
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structure, being less internally motivated. 
Control of the Council should only be in the 
hands of members elected by affiliated 
Societies. Laith felt that the broad community 
of ringers was critical of Honorary Members. It 
was not intended that either Stewards or the 
Chairman of the Board of  The Ringing World 
Limited should be covered by the Motion. 
Andrew Wilby seconded and obtained the 
President’s permission to amend the Motion by 
adding the words ‘and appointment as Stewards’ 
after ‘committees’ in line 1.

The Vice-President recalled that she had 
originally been elected an Honorary Member, 
as she was able to assist on various aspects of 
Insurance affecting ringers: such a route would 
not be possible under the proposal. The existing 
Rule was democratic as elections required the 
vote of a majority of those present; there was 
no such requirement in the proposal. The 
proposal conflicted with Rule 11 (ii) which 
stated that Officers were ex-officio members of 
the Council if not otherwise members; it would 
remove the limit on the number of Honorary 
Members, currently 24; and it would prevent a 
committee from electing its own choice of 
chairman. Also, the suggestion that Honorary 
Members should not be chairmen of committees, 
because chairmanship of a committee carried 
with it ex officio membership of the 
Administrative Committee, was inconsistent 
with the proposal; under the proposed Rule 
non-members of Council could be elected 
directly to the Administrative Committee as 
Honorary Members. In summary the Motion 
could not achieve what it intended.

Michael Wilby proposed an amendment to 
add the words ‘or vote at Council meetings’ to 
the end of the Motion; this was seconded by 
Phillip Barnes and carried by a large majority.

Phillip Barnes took note of the inconsistencies 
identified earlier but felt that the proposed 
change should not be delayed because of these: 
the change would broaden the appeal of the 
Council to a much wider range of ringers. 
Roger Bailey disagreed: while the basic 
intention was good, the conflictions with 
existing rules needed to be addressed first.

Jane Wilkinson said that Honorary Members 
did much valuable work for the Council; 
Committees should not be restricted in who 
they elected as their chairmen; the proposal 
would create second-class members.

Responding to comments made, Laith 
Reynolds acknowledged that the advice of 
consultants was valued; while there might be 
something to be gained from delaying the 
change for a year, such a delay would not help 
the ongoing work of the Council.

On being put to the vote, although there was 
a majority in favour, it was significantly less 
than the two-thirds required for a Rule Change: 
the Motion was therefore lost.

13. Committee Reports
(The reports were published in The Ringing 

World Supplement of 24th April 2009. The 
relevant page numbers are shown against 
each report).

(a) Administrative (pp434-435)
Adoption of the report was proposed by the 

Hon Secretary, who noted that following a 

change of printer of The Ringing World there 
was an even tighter schedule for printing the 
Supplement this year; nevertheless Robert Lewis 
and The Ringing World staff still managed to 
produce an excellent Supplement on time. The 
Vice-President seconded the adoption.

Peter Dyson referred to the proposed 
meeting for DAC Bell Advisers and asked if 
such meetings could be held out of London 
and not on a weekday. Alan Frost responded 
that this point had been raised with the 
Church Buildings Council but their 
administrative arrangements did not allow 
these possibilities.

Adoption of the report was then agreed.
John Baldwin, Alan Frost, Robert Lewis and 

Judith Rogers retired. Five candidates were 
proposed and seconded to fill the 4 vacancies 
on the Committee. After a ballot the retiring 
members were declared elected. The 
unsuccessful candidate was Ernie Runciman.

(b) Tower Stewardship (p435)
Chris Mew introduced the papers that had 

been circulated to all members on the 
requirements of the 2006 Safeguarding 
Vulnerable Groups Act, adding that all Society 
Secretaries had also been sent copies. He stressed 
that the Guidelines issued by the Council in 
2004 were still valid and contained good practice 
that every tower should follow: the effect of the 
new Act on ringing would be minimal.

Chris outlined the basic provisions of the 
Act, which defined activities which would be 
regulated: the activity was the key, not the 
presence of children. The Act extended the 
legal requirements for Criminal Record Bureau 
(CRB) checking to include Care Homes and 
faith activities. Although the Act covered 
Vulnerable Adults, it was unlikely to apply to 
ringers as it applies only to those who are 
providing care services. The Act placed a duty 
not to knowingly use ‘barred’ persons on 
regulated activities, which, in the context of 
ringing, meant face to face teaching: it did not 
include helpers and those standing behind, etc.

Ringers already CRB checked would initially 
need to do nothing. Societies arranging training 
days, etc, would need to check their face to face 
teachers. Societies were recommended to 
appoint a Child Protection Officer, who would 
need to be CRB checked. 

The requirements of the Act would be 
implemented in phases. From October 2009 
all new face to face ringing teachers would 
have to be CRB checked. There was a new 
body, the Independent Safeguarding Authority 
(ISA), with which all persons undertaking 
regulated work, must, in addition, eventually 
be registered. From July 2010 combined 
applications for CRB and ISA registration 
would become available. From November 
2010 all new workers in regulated activities 
must be ISA registered. From then until 2015 
existing persons with CRB checks would be 
assimilated into the ISA registration, which 
would be fully portable.

It was and would remain illegal to insist that 
a person was CRB checked for an activity that 
was not classed as registered.

Robin Woolley commented on the checklist 
and thought that it would be more useful to 
start with activities where registration was 
not required.

Judith Rogers was concerned that the 
provisions for Vulnerable Adults were not 
ignored; Chris responded that the Act was 
specific that such persons were defined as those 
receiving Care Services. Jane Wilkinson asked 
about the situation if such a person was already 
ringing: Chris explained that the ringing 
fraternity was not providing care.

Frank Beech voiced the thanks of the whole 
meeting to Chris for all his work on this 
important subject.

In proposing the report for adoption, Ernie 
Runciman corrected the error in line 5, 
substituting ‘Vulnerable’ for ‘Venerable’, and 
noted that he would be standing down as 
Chairman of the Committee, to be succeeded 
by Christopher O’Mahony. Chris Mew 
seconded and adoption of the report was 
agreed.

Ernie Runciman and Robert Wood retired. 
These retiring members were proposed, 
seconded and elected to fill the 2 vacancies on 
the Committee.

The meeting adjourned for lunch at 12.45 
p.m. and resumed, after the Annual Meeting of 
The Ringing World Limited, at 3.00 p.m. 

(c) Biographies (p435)
Adoption of the report was proposed by Pat 

Halls, who corrected the spelling of Brian 
Jeffrey and noted that the biography form was 
now downloadable from the website. Jenny 
Lawrence seconded.

Roger Bailey referred to the use of the words 
‘writing up…records’ in the report and 
encouraged the Committee to use more modern 
methods of recording, such as publishing 
online. Pat agreed to consider this.

Adoption of the report was then agreed.
Arising from the acceptance of the Motion 

earlier that day, Pat proposed that the size of the 
Committee be increased to nine; this was 
seconded by John Harrison and agreed.

Pat Halls and Jane Mason retired. The 
following five members were proposed, 
seconded and elected to fill the 5 vacancies on 
the Committee: Pat Halls, John Harrison, Jane 
Mason, Bobbie May and Kathryn Tucker.

(d) Education (pp435-436)
In proposing adoption of the report, Catherine 

Lewis thanked Barrie Dove and Heather Peachey, 
who were not seeking re-election, for all their 
work on the Committee. Geoff Horritt seconded 
and adoption of the report was agreed.

Barrie Dove, Geoff Horritt, Catherine Lewis, 
Heather Peachey and David Strong retired. 
Barrie Dove, Heather Peachey and David 
Strong were not seeking re-election. There 
were 4 vacancies on the Committee: the 
following members were proposed, seconded 
and elected: Geoff Horritt, Catherine Lewis and 
John Mabe. One vacancy was unfilled.

(e) Information and Communications 
Technology (p436)

Adoption of the report was proposed by 
Mike Chester, who noted that the Felstead 
database was being brought onto the Council’s 
server; the work on method names was being 
taken over by Alan Baldock from Tim Pett. 
Mike stressed the request in the report for more 
website technical expertise. Mike Till seconded 
and adoption of the report was agreed.

Geoff Emerson and Mike Till retired; neither 
was seeking re-election. There were 3 vacancies 
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on the Committee: the following member was 
proposed, seconded and elected: Michael 
Wilby. Two vacancies were unfilled.

(f) Library (p436)
In proposing adoption of the report, John Eisel 

thanked Mike Davies for his work on the 
Committee, especially as Chairman. It was 
hoped that a new location for the Library might 
have been identified. The Committee continued 
to be grateful for the bound copy of The Ringing 
World received each year; a duplicate complete 
set of the paper was available for loan to 
Societies. Annual reports from Societies were 
also appreciated, as they were a valuable source 
of information about ringers. Ian Self seconded 
and adoption of the report was agreed.

Mike Davies and Jean Sanderson retired. 
Mike Davies was not seeking re-election. 
The following two members were proposed, 
seconded and elected to fill the 2 vacancies 
on the Committee: Alan Glover and Jean 
Sanderson. 

(g) Methods (p437)
Adoption of the report was proposed by 

Peter Niblett, who thanked Roger Bailey for his 
work on the Committee for the past 19 years. 
Roger seconded the proposal.

Responding to a question from Jane Mason, 
Peter said that it was hoped to have the new 
Collection of Doubles Methods available by the 
end of the year.

Adoption of the report was then agreed.
Roger Bailey and Philip Saddleton retired. 

Roger Bailey was not seeking re-election. 
There were 3 vacancies on the Committee: the 
following two members were proposed, 
seconded and elected: Richard Edwards and 
Philip Saddleton. One vacancy was unfilled.

(h) Peal Compositions (p437)
In proposing adoption of the report, Paul 

Flavell thanked Roger Bailey for his work on 
the Committee. Richard Allton seconded and 
adoption of the report was agreed. 

Richard Allton, Roger Bailey and Stuart 
Hutchieson retired. Roger Bailey was not 
seeking re-election. The following three 
members were proposed, seconded and 
elected to fill the 3 vacancies on the 
Committee: Richard Allton, Stuart Hutchieson 
and Simon Woof.

(i) Peal Records (pp437-441)
Adoption of the report was proposed by 

Phillip Barnes, who noted that several peals 
rung during 2008 were published late; the 
revised total was 4905, increasing the tower 
bell total to 4217. Richard Allton seconded.

Barry Peachey asked whether the role of 
the Committee was advisory or mandatory. 
The question arose for two reasons: firstly, 
the proliferation of ‘mini-rings’, some of 
which were very small, raised the doubt of 
their audibility outside the building, as 
required by the Rules; secondly a ‘peal’ of 
12000 Minimus had been published, which 
was not in compliance with the Decisions on 
Record Peals.

Phillip responded that the remit of the 
Committee was to compile an analysis of peals, 
not to act as a judge on compliance with 
Council’s Rules; and the ‘peal’ of Minimus was 
published as a ‘Miscellaneous Performance’, 
following consultation between himself and the 
Editor of The Ringing World.

Adoption of the report was then agreed.
Richard Allton, Phillip Barnes and Martin 

Turner retired. Martin Turner was not seeking 
re-election. The following three members were 
proposed, seconded and elected to fill the 3 
vacancies on the Committee: Richard Allton, 
Phillip Barnes and Philip Larter.

(j) Public Relations (pp441-442)
In proposing adoption of the report, Neil 

Donovan said that the Committee was currently 
considering a recommendation for a future 
Roadshow to put to the Administrative 
Committee. It had been hoped to have an 
update from the 2012 Olympics group, but this 
had not yet been received.

Chris Darvill seconded and adoption of the 
report was agreed.

Peter Burgess, Alan Chantler and Jane 
Wilkinson retired. Peter Burgess was no 
longer a member of Council. There were 6 
vacancies on the Committee: the following 
five members were proposed, seconded and 
elected: Claire Bell, Alan Chantler, Neil 
Donovan, Michael Orme and Jane Wilkinson. 
One vacancy was unfilled.

(k) Publications (p443)
Adoption of the report was proposed by 

John Couperthwaite, seconded by Derek Jones 
and agreed.

John Couperthwaite and Barbara Wheeler 
retired. These two members were proposed, 
seconded and elected to fill the 2 vacancies on 
the Committee. 

(l) Redundant Bells (p444)
In proposing adoption of the report, Bob 

Cooles noted that Holy Trinity, Brompton was to 
take over St Peter, Brighton, but any plans for 
the bells had not been made known. Of the new 
cases in 2008, two had bells: St Cross, Oxford 
and St Peter, Thetford. John Baldwin seconded 
and adoption of the report was agreed.

Alan Frost and Jane Wilkinson retired. Three 
candidates were proposed and seconded to fill 
the 2 vacancies on the Committee. After a 
ballot the following were declared elected: 
Alan Frost and Robert Lewis. The unsuccessful 
candidate was Jane Wilkinson.

(m) Ringing Centres (p444)
Adoption of the report was proposed by 

Barry Peachey. Roger Booth seconded and 
adoption of the report was agreed.

Gail Cater, Heather Peachey and Barry 
Peachey retired. Gail Cater would no longer be 
a member of Council. Heather Peachey and 
Barry Peachey were not seeking re-election. 
Although there were 3 vacancies on the 
Committee, no candidates were proposed.

(n) Ringing Trends (pp445-447)
In proposing adoption of the report, Beryl 

Norris added that data had been received from 
the Oxford Diocesan Guild and the Sussex 
County Association, which did not require any 
of the published graphs to be amended. A total 
of 9538 ringers had now responded to 
questionnaires; there was a notable consistency 
in the results. Of these ringers 2387 said that 
they read (not subscribed to) The Ringing 
World. Stephen Elwell-Sutton seconded. 

Andrew Wilby was shocked by the figure for 
Ringing World readership, as previous research 
had suggested around 4000 copies were read by 
some 9000 ringers. Clearly these latest figures 
needed verification.

Adoption of the report was then agreed.
Mike Till and Beryl Norris retired. Mike Till 

was not seeking re-election. There were 4 
vacancies on the Committee: the following 
member was proposed, seconded and elected: 
Beryl Norris. Three vacancies were unfilled.

The meeting adjourned for tea at 4.12 p.m. 
and resumed, after the Annual Meeting of  The 
Ringing Foundation Limited, at 5.12 p.m.

(o) Towers and Belfries (p448)
Adoption of the report was proposed by 

James Clarke, who confirmed that the sound 
control seminar would be held at Duffield on 
26th September. Chris Povey seconded and 
adoption of the report was agreed.

Peter Bennett, George Dawson, Chris 
Povey, Bernard Stone and Jim Taylor retired. 
These five members were proposed, seconded 
and elected to fill the 5 vacancies on the 
Committee. 

(p) Bell Restoration (pp448-449)
In proposing the report for adoption, Robin 

Shipp noted that Committee members were 
preparing articles on Public Benefit statements 
for Societies registered as charities and their Bell 
Restoration Funds; and on the limitations on Gift 
Aid recovery. A grant from the Fred Dukes Fund 
to Menangle, New South Wales had recently 
been approved. The Vice-President seconded 
and adoption of the report was agreed.

John Barnes, Ken Davenport and Laith 
Reynolds retired. There were 4 vacancies on 
the Committee: these three members were 
proposed, seconded and elected. One vacancy 
was unfilled.

The President thanked all committee 
members for their work for the Council, 
especially those not standing for re-election.

14. Report of the Stewards of the 
Carter Ringing Machine 
Collection

(RW 24th April 2009, p449)
Adoption of the report was proposed by Alan 

Berry. Barry Ward seconded and adoption of 
the report was agreed.

15. Report of the Steward of the 
Rolls of Honour

(RW 24th April 2009, pp449-450)
In proposing the report for adoption, Alan 

Regin thought that there must be many more 
names to be added: for example, for the county 
of Devon with the highest number of rings of 
bells in any county, only 18 names were recorded. 
He thanked Yvonne Cairns and Jan Reynolds for 
their researches. Alan was seeking the advice of 
bookbinders as to whether the books could 
accommodate further names. He reported that 
access to the display case at St Paul’s Cathedral 
had been changed, but the books could still be 
inspected. Laith Reynolds seconded.

Robert Perry acknowledged that there was 
tremendous loss of life in World War I, but the 
Armed Forces continued to make the supreme 
sacrifice in Iraq and Afghanistan: was it not 
time to extend the cover of the Rolls beyond 
World War II? The President pointed out that 
would involve a change to the Decisions of the 
Council and therefore required a Motion to 
Council. However, Andrew Stubbs, Alan 
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Regin’s predecessor, commented that an 
investigation was carried out about 4 years ago, 
and it was not then possible to find that a single 
ringer had died in more recent conflicts.

Andrew Aspland thanked Alan for his 
inspirational work in continuing to ensure that the 
Rolls became a complete record. (Applause).

Adoption of the report was then agreed.

16. Report of the Stewards of the 
Dove Database

(RW 24th April 2009, pp450-451)
Adoption of the report was proposed by the 

Revd John Baldwin. Tim Jackson seconded and 
adoption of the report was agreed.

17. Central Council Rescue Fund 
for Redundant Bells (Registered 
Charity no. 278816)

Report and Accounts
(RW 24th April 2009, p451)
In proposing adoption of the report, Bob 

Cooles was able to confirm that the loans to 
Wickersley and Moseley had now been repaid. 
At Moseley a quite different scheme was now 
under consideration. It had still not been 
possible to find a new home for the 
Northampton bells. The Revd John Baldwin 
seconded.

The accounts were presented: their adoption 
was proposed by the Revd John Baldwin and 
seconded by Bob Cooles.

Adoption of the report and accounts was 
agreed.

18. Future meetings
The President reminded members that 

invitations had been accepted for future years 
as follows:

2010 - Derby Diocesan Association
2011 - Hereford Diocesan Guild
2012 - Chester Diocesan Guild
2013 - Guildford Diocesan Guild
An invitation had been received from the 

Kent County Association for 2014; the meeting 
agreed that this should be accepted.

The President noted that the Hon Secretary 
had contacted those Societies that had not 
hosted a meeting of the Council for over 25 
years: some of these were now actively 
considering inviting the Council, but this should 
not deter other Societies from extending an 
invitation to the Council. In particular an 
invitation for 2015 would be welcomed.

Pat Halls outlined plans for the visit of the 
Council to Derby in 2010.

Attendance
The Hon Secretary reported on attendance at 

the meeting as set out in the table below.
The Hon Secretary recorded thanks to Renee 

Armstrong, who had compiled the attendance 
records for the past 15 years.

19. Other Business
The President sought agreement for the ballot 

papers to be destroyed and this was given.

Votes of Thanks
The President moved a comprehensive vote 

of thanks to all those involved in the Council’s 

visit to Worcester: to the organising committee 
of the Worcestershire and Districts Association: 
David Andrews, Louise Hamilton-Glover, Liz 
Holbeche, Stewart Holbeche, Stuart Piper, 
Madeline Reeder, Alison Regan, Alan Roberts, 
Gillian Roberts and Robin Walker; and to all 
the members of the Association who had 
willingly given assistance on the Help Desk, 
at that day’s meeting and throughout the 
weekend, provided stewards for the tours and 
acted as tellers and microphone operatives 
that day; to the Bishop of Worcester, the Right 
Reverend Doctor John Inge for his welcome 
to the Diocese; to the Reverend Canon Ken 
Boyce for the Songs of Praise service the 
previous afternoon in New St Martin’s Church, 
Worcester; to all those involved in the 
organisation of the Sunday evening Reception 
and Dinner and especially the Mayor of 
Worcester, Councillor Andy Roberts, and the 
Dean of Worcester, the Very Reverend Peter 
Atkinson, for their welcome; to the Vicar of 
Old St Martin’s Church, Worcester, Father Ian 
Pearson, for the service of Holy Communion 
that morning; to the Reverend Anne Smith for 
the use of St Andrew’s Church and Christina 
Birch for the catering arrangements; and to  
the incumbents and ringers of the churches 
who had made their bells available to  
Council members.

The President declared the meeting closed at 
5.54 p.m.

Summary of Attendance
     Members
 Societies Present Absent
Fully represented 52 156 -
Partly represented 10 27 11
Not represented 3 - 4
 65 183 15
Life Members  5 1
Honorary Members  19 4
  207 20

The publicity and recruiting leaflet
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Annual Report for 2009
1. The Central Council of Church Bell 

Ringers (‘the Council’) was founded in 1891 
and is a registered charity, no. 270036. Its 
address is that of its Honorary Secretary for 
the time being, namely 11 Bullfields, 
Sawbridgeworth, Hertfordshire, CM21 9DB. 
The constitution and conduct of the Council is 
governed by its Rules.

2. The Council’s Trustees during 2009 were 
as follows:

President Mr A P Smith
Vice-President Mrs K Flavell
Hon Secretary Mr I H Oram (until 25th May)
 Mrs M Bone (from 25th May)
Hon Treasurer Mr D Harbottle
3. The Council’s bankers are Lloyds TSB, 

Westminster House Branch, Dean Stanley Street, 
London, SW1P 3HU. Its Independent Examiners 
are Mr J D Cheesman and Mr R J Wallis.

4. At the close of the Annual General Meeting 
on 25th May 2009 the Council’s membership 
comprised 6 Life Members, 23 Honorary 
Members and 198 Representative Members 
representing 65 affiliated societies. Since then 
1 Representative Member has died and her 
vacancy has been filled; two other Represent-
ative Members resigned and their vacancies 
have been filled; 5 Honorary Members retired 
and 3 who had been elected at that meeting 
took office; 2 Honorary Members have died; a 
vacancy in Representative Members has been 
filled; there is 1 ex-officio Member. Subject to 
any further changes, at the start of the 2010 
Council meeting there will be 6 Life Members, 
19 Honorary Members, 199 Representative 
Members and 1 ex-officio Member. There is 
one other vacancy.

5. The Object of the Council is to promote 
and foster the ringing of bells for Christian 
prayer, worship and celebration and in 
furtherance thereof:

(i) To promote awareness of and educate 
the general public in the ringing of 
church bells and the art of change 
ringing;

(ii) To make available advice, assistance 
and information to church authorities, 
ringers and ringing societies and to 
promote good practice on all matters 
concerned with bells and bell ringing;

(iii) To encourage development of the art of 
ringing through innovation;

(iv) To bring together ringers to discuss 
matters of common interest and to 
represent ringers both nationally and 
internationally;

(v) To encourage high standards of 
performance in ringing;

(vi) To recommend technical standards in 
change ringing and maintain such 
records as may be necessary to uphold 
these standards;

(vii) To assist in the provision, restoration, 
maintenance and transfer of church bells.

6. The work of the Council in pursuing this 
object is for the most part carried out by its 
sixteen committees and by working groups 
appointed by them. Summaries of their activities 
during 2009 are given in the committee reports, 
which appear elsewhere on the Council’s 
agenda and are being published in the 30th 
April 2010 issue of The Ringing World.

7. The public benefits from the following 
areas of activity of the Council: the promotion 
of public worship by the ringing of church 
bells, the preservation of the tradition and 
heritage of change ringing, the encouragement 
and promotion of high standards of ringing and 
providing financial and specialist knowledge in 
the support of belfry repairs and maintenance.

8. The Accounts for 2009 show Total Funds 
at the year-end of £393,965 of which £220,786 
is in Restricted Funds. The income for the 
year totalled £20,009, compared with £76,675 
in 2008. The 2008 figures include  the income 
from the Ringing Roadshow held in September 
2008, the net cost of this event was £3,793 see 
note 8 to the accounts. The Trustees have the 
power to invest money and adopt such 
measures as seem to them necessary in the 
interest of the Council. They do not have any 
power to borrow money.

9. It is confirmed that the Council’s assets, 
together with the expected income for 2010, are 
available and are likely to be adequate to fulfil 
the object of the Council in that year.

10. Reserves policy:
(i) General Fund – the balance on the 

General Fund is invested to produce 
income which, together with member 
societies affiliation fees, provides 
sufficient funds to support the work and 
activities of the Council. The balance 
also facilitates cash flow and enables the 
development of new projects and 
initiatives.

(ii) Education Courses – the balance 
provides cash flow to enable the 
Education Committee to run various 
training courses, in general the costs are 
recouped from attendees.

(iii) Bell Restoration Fund – the balance is 
fully allocated to bell restoration projects 
and paid on satisfactory completion of 
the work. Grants are made in proportion 
to the types of applications received and 
in accordance with priorities agreed by 
the Council and reviewed annually.

(iv) F Dukes International Bell Fund – 
Grants from the Fred Dukes International 
Bell Fund are made in accordance with 
the terms of Mr Dukes’ legacy. Grants 
are awarded from the interest on the 
legacy and reviewed annually.

(v) Publications Fund – the balance 
represents the stock of publications held 
and a cash balance to facilitate the 
production of new titles and the 
reprinting of existing publications.

(vi) Library Fund – the balance represents 
the value of the library which is 
maintained for use by council members 
and affiliated societies.

11. Funds are invested in low risk investments 
and bank accounts. The need for regular income 
from investments is considered important to 
support the work of the Council.

12. No significant fund-raising activity has 
been carried out during the year.

13. The Council had no employees during 
the year. All of its work is carried out on a 
voluntary basis.

Mrs M Bone
Honorary SecretaryApril 2010

Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
Notes to the Accounts for the 
year ended 31st December 2009
1 Basis of accounting

The accounts have been prepared under the 
historic cost convention and in accordance with 
applicable accounting standards and the 
Statement of Recommended Practice on 
Accounting by Charities.
2 Accounting Policies

The accounts have been drawn up in 
accordance with the going concern, accruals, 
consistency and prudence concepts.

2.1 Incoming resources
Interest is accounted for when receivable.
Donations, grants and legacies are accounted 

for as soon as the Council is notified of the 
legal entitlement and the amount due.

2.2 Resources expended
Expenditure is included on an accruals basis.
Grants are accounted for when paid over.

3 Consistency
The accounts are prepared on a consistent 

basis with the exception of the valuation of the 
Library Collection.

The revaluation due in 2008, was undertaken 
in 2009 and the revaluation is included in the 
accounts for 2009, see note 6 below.
4 Funds

 The General Fund is unrestricted. The 
Education Courses Fund and Publications Fund 
are designated funds.

The Bell Restoration Fund, the Fred Dukes 
International Bell Fund and the Library Fund 
are maintained for restricted purposes.
5 Transfers between Funds

There were no transfers between funds in the 
current year.
6 Tangible Assets and Intangible Assets

The major tangible assets of the Council are 
the Investments in National Savings Income 
Bonds, the Fred Dukes International Bell Fund, 
which is invested in a CAF Bank Limited Gold 
Account and the Library Collection. The Library 
Collection is valued at a replacement cost of 
£105,200. The revaluation was undertaken by J 
M Farringdon at March 2009. The policy is to 
revalue the collection every five years. It is being 
depreciated for accounting purposes at 2% per 
annum. An asset register is maintained for other 

Central Council of 
Church Bell Ringers
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tangible assets. The policy is to treat assets of an 
individual cost up to £1,000 as fully depreciated 
in the year of purchase.

The major intangible asset of the Council is 
the copyright of Dove’s Guide.
7 Interest Receivable 

The interest was received from
  2009 2008
  £ £
National Savings 1,703 4,286
Investment Bonds
Central Board of Finance of the  
Church of England Deposit 1,236 4,877
CAF Bank Limited Gold Account 493 3,727
Other banks 1 46
Total 3,433 12,936

8 Ringing Roadshow at Stoneleigh - 
September 2008

Income Ticket sales 19,050
 Exhibitors  9,856
 Sponsorship 1,900
 Other income 2,863 33,669

Expenditure Stoneleigh  
 venue hire 19,802
 Stoneleigh  
 other services  
 & equipment 9,237
 Advertising  
 & postage 1,694
 Tickets, wristbands  
 & printing 3,500
 CCCBR committee  
 costs 619
 Other expenditure 2,610 37,462
Net cost    3,793

9 Committee Expenses - General Fund
These were as follows
 2009 2008
 £ £
Administrative 837 880
Bell Restoration  243 376
Biographies 82 12
Education 820 945
Information and Communications 380 397
Library 335 371
Peals Records 83 0
Public Relations 350 446
Redundant Bells 112 42
Ringing Centres 57 664
Ringing Trends 150 140
Towers & Belfries 419 472
Tower Stewardship 245 622
Roll of Honour Steward 0 300
Dove Steward 0 199
Total 4,113 5,866

10 Grants
The Fred Dukes International Bell Fund 

awarded one grant totalling £2,500. One grant 
was paid during the year.

  Unpaid Awarded Paid in Unpaid 
  1/1/2009 in 2009 2009 31/12/2009
  £ £ £ £
2006 2,750 0 0 2,750
2008 3,809  -787 3,022
2009 0 2,500 0 2,500
Total 6,559 2,500 -787 8,272

The Bell Restoration Fund did not award any 
grants in 2009. One grant was paid in the year.

  Unpaid Awarded Paid in Unpaid
  1/1/2009 in 2009 2009 31/12/2009
  £ £ £ £
2004 800   800
2005 2,800  -1,400 1,400
2009  0  0
Total 3,600 0 -1,400 2,200

11 Charitable Commitments
There were unfulfilled charitable com-

mitments at 31st December 2009 in respect of 
three grants totalling £8,272 awarded but not 
yet paid by the Fred Dukes International Bell 
Fund and two grants totalling £2,200 awarded 
but not yet paid by the Bell Restoration Fund.
12 Publications Fund

Storage and distribution cost of £2,000 was 
paid to Council members.
13 Payments to Trustees

There were no payments to Trustees.
14 Emoluments of Employees

The Council had no employees during the 
year.
15 Central Council of Church Bell 
Ringers (Millennium Grants) Limited

The company was formed in January 1997 to 
receive and distribute grants to bell projects 
from the Millennium Commission. The 
company, having carried out the required ten 
years of post completion monitoring of the 
projects, was wound up at the end of 2009. The publicity and recruiting poster

Central  Council  Publications
PRICE  LIST  2010

Bibliography available on www.cccbr.org.uk/pubs
All post free, cash with order, from: CC PuBLICATIoNS,

Mrs B Wheeler, 2 orchard Close, Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 1XE
(Cheques to CEnTRAL CoUnCiL PUBLiCATionS please)

Deduct 10% for UK orders value £30 and over; 20% for £60 and over.
No discount on items marked *

overseas orders must be paid in Sterling and will be sent Sea Mail without extra payment  
to cover Air Mail charges.

 Beginner’s Handbook £1.50
 Towards Better Striking £1.50
 Raising and Lowering £2.00
 Ringing Jargon Made Easy 5 for £1.50
 Beginners’ Grandsire £1.00
 Beginners’ Plain Bob £1.00
 Doubles and Minor for Beginners £2.50
 Triples and Major for Beginners £2.50
 Ringing Circles –  A Guide to Basic Methods £2.50
 Ringing Skills £4.00
 The Learning Curve Vol. 1: 1999-2001 £3.00
 The Learning Curve Vol. 2: 2002-2003 £3.00
 The Learning Curve Vol. 3: 2004-2005 £3.00
 The Learning Curve Vol. 4: 2006-2007 £3.00
 Ringing Basics for Beginners £2.50
 Listen to Ringing 1 CD £8.00
 Listen to Ringing 2 (live) CD £9.00
 Beginner’s Guide to Change Ringing
   on Handbells £2.50
 Change Ringing on Handbells £2.50
 The Tower Handbook £16.00

 Learning Methods £3.50
 Standard Eight Surprise Major £5.00
 Method Splicing £3.00
 Understanding Place Notation £1.50
 Will You Call a Touch Please, Bob? £2.50
 Service Touches £1.00
 Conducting Stedman £2.00

 A Tutor’s Handbook £4.00
 Tower Captain’s Handbook £2.00
 Teaching Unravelled £3.00
 One Way to Teach Handling £2.00
 Teaching Beyond Bell Handling £2.00
 Teaching from Rounds to Bob Doubles £1.50
 Kaleidoscope Ringing – A Change Ringers  
   Alternative to Called Changes £2.00
 Teaching Tips £3.50
 Simulators and Teaching £1.50
 Starting a New Band £2.00
*Bell Handling – A Tutor’s Companion
   (DVD) £10.00

*Towers and Bells Handbook £17.95
 The Bell Adviser £1.50
 Schedule of Regular Maintenance £2.50
 D-I-Y Guidelines £1.50
 Organising a Bell Restoration Project £2.00
 Sound Management £1.50
 Splicing Bell Ropes Illustrated £3.50

 Change Ringing History,
   Vols. 1 & 3 only each £7.00
 Centenary History of the Central Council £7.00
 Giants of the Exercise £8.50
 Giants of the Exercise II £8.50
 An Unassuming Genius –  
   the Life and Times of A. J. Pitman £9.00

 Dove’s Guide £13.00
 Belfry Offices £3.00
 Organising an Outing £1.50
 Belfry Warning Notices (laminated) 5 for £3.00
 Church Towers and Bells
   (an analysis of interactions) £5.00
 Getting it Right – Guidance for 
   Officers of Ringing Societies £4.00
 CC Rules & Decisions (2007) £2.00

 Collection of Minor Methods £2.00
 Plain Minor Methods (2008) £4.00
 Treble Dodging Minor Methods (2008) £4.00
 Collection of Principles £3.00
 Rung Surprise etc. (to end 2007) £12.50

 Spliced Minor Collection £5.50
 Collection of Grandsire Compositions £6.00
 Collection of 10 Bell Compositions £5.00
 Collection of 12+ Bell Compositions £5.00
 Collection of Universal Compositions
   (for Treble Dodging Major Methods) £4.50
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS

TOWERS AND BELFRIES COMMITTEE

General guidance and technical information within the CCCBR website at  
http://www.cccbr.org.uk/

A Bells Project From First Principles, a general guide for Principal PCC Officers  z
and their ringers.
Clapper Notes, a technical article on design, centre of percussion, and physical  z
testing of clappers.
The Faculty Jurisdiction, a general guide for Principal PCC Officers and their  z
ringers.
Radio Aerials & Telecommunications Equipment in Church Towers, a general  z
guide, for Principal PCC Officers and their ringers, on management issues, 
principles, procedures, responsibilities and actions.
Radio Aerials & Telecommunications Equipment in Church Towers, a technical  z
article for Principal PCC Officers and their ringers.
Sound Management, a general guide, for Principal PCC Officers and their  z
ringers, on principles and practice to be used in the good acoustic management 
of the sound of church bells, both inside the tower and outside the tower.

officers of the Central Council of 
Church Bell Ringers

President: Anthony P Smith
Vice-President: Kate Flavell

Hon. Treasurer: Derek Harbottle
Hon. Secretary: Mary Bone, 

11 Bullfields,  
Sawbridgeworth CM21 9DB  

(01279 726159) 
secretary@cccbr.org.uk

Website address: www. cccbr.org.uk

YouR RINGING WoRLD 
NEEDS You!

To contribute articles, news items,  
cartoons, reports, snippets, letters,  

poems and suggestions. Remember high 
quality photographs and illustrations  

make all the difference. Please send to:
RoBERT LEWIS,

Editor, The Ringing World, 
35A High Street,  

ANDoVER, Hampshire, SP10 1LJ 
Tel: 01264 366620  

Email: editor@ringingworld.co.uk
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Administrative Committee
Since the 2009 Council meeting the 

Committee has met twice in London, in October 
and March. The arrangements for the 2010 
Council meeting were discussed and agreed; 
the Committee has continued its practice of 
reviewing the work of Council Committees and 
received presentations from the Tower 
Stewardship Committee in October and the 
Compositions Committee in March. In March 
Committee chairmen advised which members 
would be retiring under the provisions of rule 
14 (i) and the committee sizes needed for next 
year. Lots were drawn for those elected 
members of the Administrative Committee to 
retire this year.

From time to time the Committee is involved 
in matters specific to other Committees: in the 
past year this has included:

Ringing Roadshow – in October the PR 
Committee proposed an event in London on 26 
March 2011 in conjunction with the centenary 
celebrations of The Ringing World. After 
considerable discussion the Administrative 
Committee decided that such an event could not 
easily be accommodated on that date, as The 
Ringing World event needed to take centre stage; 
however, the PR Committee should conduct a 
comprehensive review of the Roadshow format.

Library – the Chairman of the Library 
Committee confirmed that a member of the 
Committee was willing to succeed John Eisel 
as the new Library Steward in 2011.

The Committee considered the following 
item from the 2009 Council meeting:

Honorary members – the President prepared 
a paper on possible rule changes for discussion 
at the October meeting. Members made a 
number of comments and suggestions at the 
meeting and subsequently by email. A revised 
background paper and proposed rule changes 
were presented to the March meeting. After 
further discussion and revision these were 
approved by the Committee. The motion for 
rule changes appears on the Agenda.

Other matters reported on included:
Register of members’ interests – following 

comments received on this at the October 
meeting, the officers reviewed both the wording 
and suggested practice of the current guidance. 
The revised guidance was approved at the 
March meeting and is included as an Appendix 
to this report. Council members are asked to 
approve this as part of the Administrative 
Committee report.

Council Finances – the deficit on the General 
Fund in the 2009 Accounts was lower than 
forecast. However, interest rates continue low, 
committee expenditure is forecast to be higher 
and the deficit for 2010 will be greater. The 
Hon Treasurer will speak on this, after 
presenting the 2009 Accounts.

Application for affiliation – an application 
from the Four Shires Guild has been received 
and recommended by the Committee.

Church Buildings Council (formerly Council 
for the Care of Churches) & English Heritage 
– at the meeting on 3 April 2009 EH suggested 
that these meetings be combined. The first joint 
meeting was held on 9 October 2009. Matters 

discussed included the next DAC bell advisers 
conference on 10 June 2010 at St George’s 
Southwark; CBC draft bell frame recording 
guidance; EH consultation guidelines; heritage 
protection reform; cases of difficulty at Great 
Malvern and Sandiacre; and Taylors, Eayre and 
Smith in administration. The next joint meeting 
will be held on 23 April 2010 and the Committee 
for Redundant Bells will be invited to attend.

Ex officio:
TONY SMITH (President)
KATE FLAVELL (Vice-President)
DEREK HARBOTTLE (Treasurer)
MARY BONE (Secretary)
PHILLIP BARNES (Peal Records)
STELLA BIANCO (Library)
MIKE CHESTER (Information and  

  Communications Technology)
JAMES CLARKE (Towers and Belfries)
BOB COOLES (Redundant Bells)
JOHN COUPERTHWAITE (Publications)
NEIL DONOVAN (Public Relations)
PAUL FLAVELL (Compositions)
PAT HALLS (Biographies)
CATHERINE LEWIS (Education)
NORMAN MATTINGLEY (Ringing Centres)
PETER NIBLETT (Methods)
BERYL NORRIS (Ringing Trends)
CHRISTOPHER O’MAHONY  

  (Tower Stewardship)
JACKIE ROBERTS (The Ringing World)
ROBIN SHIPP (Bell Restoration)
Elected members:
ROGER BAILEY
JOHN BALDWIN
MICHAEL CHURCH
ALAN FROST
ROBERT LEWIS
ANTHONY LOVELL-WOOD
BRIAN MEADS
ANGELA NEWING
JUDITH ROGERS
DEREK SIBSON
DAVID SPARLING
ANDREW WILBY

Appendix
Guidance for Central Council members 
in managing actual, potential or 
perceptions of conflicts of interest

Conflicts of interest can arise, or be perceived 
to exist, where members have a financial or 
other business interest in an organisation that 
operates within the arena of bellringing, 
hanging, manufacturing, restoration or 
maintenance of towers and bells, as well as 
other areas such as publishing or IT, referred to 
here as bell-related trades.

A business interest of this sort does not 
preclude Societies or the Council from electing 
such members to represent them or to hold 
office within the Council. However, for the 
avoidance of any possible misunderstanding, 
members are asked to follow this guidance.

The Council shall maintain a Register of 1. 
Members Interests. All Council members 
shall advise the Hon Secretary of any 
financial or other business interest they 
have in any bell-related trades. In the event 
of uncertainty as to whether disclosure is 
needed, disclosure shall be made.

The Hon Secretary shall circulate the 2. 
Register of Members Interests to the 
Council Officers and Committee 
Chairmen.
During the conduct of Council business, 3. 
such as (but not limited to) the Council’s 
annual meeting or committee meetings, 
members with such interests shall always 
declare any relevant interest in any 
proceedings.
Any concern arising from an interest not 4. 
being declared shall be referred to either 
the President or the Vice-President who 
shall resolve the matter taking such advice 
as they consider necessary.

Biographies Committee
The Biographies Committee has been 

working on two different fronts during the past 
year. Much work has been done writing up and 
printing biographical records in an effort to 
clear the backlog of these. At the same time we  
have been contacting past and present Council 
members in an effort to ensure that in future it 
will be easier to write biographical records 
using more up-to-date information. Once 
someone has died it is invariably time-
consuming, and not always easy, to find salient 
facts about their ringing career, particularly if 
that person has had to give up ringing for some 
reason and there is no obituary. I would like to 
thank those people who have completed forms 
and returned them in the last year, and urge 
those who have a form which needs to be 
completed to fill it in as soon as convenient and 
submit it to the committee. I would also like to 
thank those who have helped us by providing 
information for biographical records.

At the Council  meeting in May it was 
decided that in future the Biographies 
Committee would keep records of the ringing 
achievements of ringers generally and not just 
of Central Council members. Because of the 
committee’s widened remit, we are now actively 
investigating the best way of keeping 
biographical records of any ringer who has 
made a contribution to the art. We are grateful 
to members of the ICT Committee for their 
help in this respect. We are exploring the idea 
of keeping records on-line, using a wiki for 
ringers to make direct contributions. This 
should make the information available to 
anyone who is interested in it and will make 
research easier for future ringing historians. We 
have to ensure that information given is correct 
and that nothing malicious or untrue is posted 
on the site, which will require careful 
monitoring. In the past members of this 
committee have needed to be interested in 
researching details of the ringing careers of 
Council members; it seems that, in addition to 
an interest in the past, future members of the 
committee will need to have greater expertise 
in working on-line and monitoring a wiki. We 
are eagerly looking forward to the time when 
the wiki is up and running and hope that its 
existence will encourage many ringers to 
submit details of their ringing achievements. In 
addition to this we are intending eventually to 
put scanned images of the biographical records 
of deceased Central Council members online.
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During the year an article outlining the 
work of the committee and seeking feedback 
on suggested future developments in the work 
of the committee appeared in The Ringing 
World.  Most of the feedback was positive, 
though one person feared intrusion on the 
privacy of ringers.

The committee met briefly at Worcester in 
May and more fully at Pattishall in October. 
Mike Chester came to the October meeting  to 
listen to how we would like to present 
information in connection with our widened 
remit and to help us to understand what would 
be possible in that respect. Thanks to Mike for 
his time and also thanks to Hilary Aslett for 
hosting that meeting.

Jenny Lawrence, David Stanworth and 
Kathryn Tucker wish to resign from the 
Committee at the 2010 meeting. I would like to 
thank them for the work they have done whilst 
on the Committee.

The following former Council members died 
in earlier years, but  their deaths have not been 
previously reported:

Alfred James Battin, Romney Marsh and 
District Guild, 1930-1932, attended one 
meeting, died 1957.

Charles Arthur Binyon, Worcester & Districts 
Association, 1927-1929, attended two meetings, 
died 1963.

Harold Jeffery Clark, Truro Diocesan Guild, 
1932, attended one meeting, died 1981.

William Charles G. Jinkins, Scottish 
Association, 1932-1950, attended no meetings, 
died 1975.

Graham McKay, Cumberland and North 
Westmoreland Association 1959-1965, attended 
5 meetings, died  January 2001.

The following current and former Council 
members died in 2009:

Alexander James Martin, Chester Diocesan 
Guild, 1957-1959, 1966-1978, 1980, 1991-1995, 
attended 13 meetings, died 18 January 2009.

William Reginald Curtis, Truro Diocesan 
Guild, 1975-1977, attended 2 meetings, died 31 
March 2009.

William Hillyard Jackson, North American 
Guild, 1978-1995, attended 12 meetings, died 
12 April 2009.

George Edwin Feirn, Lincoln Diocesan 
Guild, 1945-1986, attended 42 meetings, died 
18 August 2009.

Carol Anne Hardwick, Bath and Wells 
Diocesan Association, 1988-2009, attended 20 
meetings, died 11 September 2009.

Jean Sanderson, Honorary member 1982-
1997, Ely Diocesan Association 1998-2007, 
Honorary member 2009, attended 22 meetings, 
died 30 October 2009.

Lionel Barry Ward, Honorary member, 
2005-2009, attended 5 meetings, died 20 
December 2009.

PATRICIA HALLS (Chairman)
HILARY ASLETT (co-opted)
JOHN HARRISON
JENNY LAWRENCE
JANE MASON
BOBBIE MAY
MARGARET ORAM
DINAH RHYMER
DAVID STANWORTH
KATHRYN TUCKER

Compositions Committee
The Compositions Committee held a face-to-

face meeting at Worcester and agreed a 
programme of work for the year.

The Stedman collection now consists of 
around 100 pages of Stedman and Erin 
compositions and is almost ready for submitting 
to the Publications Committee. A foreword will 
be written by David House.

In light of new composers claiming existing 
work as their own, a paper is being prepared on 
the Authorship of Compositions, taking into 
account Armiger Trollope’s Treatise on 
Variation and Transposition and the increasing 
trend for compositions to be generated by 
computer software. The Compositions 
Committee will make recommendations 
concerning the authorship of compositions for 
future reference.

Reviews of compositions regularly appear in 
The Ringing World and we are additionally 
intending to include columns of quarter peals.

The diary collection of compositions is under 
review and some amendments will be submitted 
in time for the 2011 Diary.

The on line collection of compositions on the 
Central Council Website continues to be updated 
on a regular basis and currently stands at over 
13,000 compositions. We welcome submissions 
of new compositions and these should be sent to 
compositions@cccbr.org.uk

P. .J FLAVELL (Chairman)
R. I. ALLTON
R. O. HALL
S. C. W. HUTCHIESON
P. H. LARTER
S. WOOF
P. A. B. SADDLETON
J. THOMPSON
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Education Committee
In addition to the eleven members elected at 

Worcester, Gill Hughes, who has a particular 
interest in attracting and training young people, 
joined us as a co-opted member in June. The 
Committee met three times at Wellesbourne, 
Warwickshire, and other work was done using 
our email discussion list.

Much time and thought was taken up this 
year in consulting with The Ringing 
Foundation. There have been many major 
issues to consider. The Committee was well 
represented, both as contributors and 
attendees, at the RF networking seminars on 
teaching in both London and Birmingham in 
the autumn.

Before one of our meetings we had a 3-hour 
workshop on our teacher training courses, for 
everyone to broaden their experience and to 
discuss ideas. We covered some of the 
established Teaching the Teachers Course 
(TtT) modules (on teaching Bell Control, 
Beyond Rounds, Methods, and Raising and 
Lowering in Peal) and the new experimental 
Integrated Teacher Training Scheme (ITTS). 
We also had a practical session with a Saxilby 
dumbbell, working specifically on teaching 
bellhandling. Work continues on improving 
courses generally.

There was a first pilot ITTS day course in 
November. There are differences in approach 
between this and the TtT courses, which will 
need to be considered in time.

Conduct 5040, our email-based initiative for 
individually mentoring aspiring conductors, 
continues to work well for those who are 
signed up to it.

Network for Ringing Training and the Belfry 
Forums continue to be used.

The new book, Teaching Tips, which, as its 
title suggests, contains much hitherto 
unpublished wisdom about teaching beginners, 
was completed in August. The New Ringer’s 
Book, the long-awaited replacement for The 
Beginner’s Handbook (1981), was completed 
in December. We would like to thank John 
Harrison, who retired from the Committee in 
2007, for continuing to play an important part 
in the production of this book, and also to 
Frank Lewis, who retired in 2008, for 
proofreading it. Work has begun on a new 
publication on judging striking competitions 
and also an updated edition of Simulators  
and Teaching.

Learning – what helps, what hinders, a series 
of articles for The Ringing World, is being 
written to cover the social and psychological 
aspects of teaching and advice on helping 
people with particular difficulties. It should 
begin to appear early in 2010.

CATHERINE LEWIS (Chairman)
GEOFF HORRITT (Secretary)
BRIAN SANDERS (Treasurer)
JOHN ATKINSON
CLAIRE BELL
PETER DALE
WENDY GRAHAM
GILL HUGHES (Co-opted)
SIMON LINFORD
JOHN MABE
PIP PENNEY
JAN WYATT

Information and Communications 
Technology Committee

The CCCBR website remains perhaps the 
main public face of Council.

The webpages of the Education and Library 
Committees continue to be managed by Claire 
Bell and Paul Johnston respectively. Richard 
Allton manages the webpages for the Peal Records 
and Compositions Committees. We are willing to 
provide FTP access to the server to allow suitably 
qualified representatives of other Committees to 
maintain their sections of the website.

As noted as an intention at the 2009 AGM, 
Andrew Craddock and Peter Trotman 
seamlessly transferred the Felstead database to 
the CCCBR server during the latter part of the 
year, ready to be maintained by the Peal 
Records Committee in the future.

Aidan Hopkins continued as “Server 
Administrator” and we thank him for all his 

work. He mostly dealt with emergencies and 
routine items, (such as making sure the security 
certificates are renewed when due). He 
continues to monitor and manage spam 
problems and still hopes to adopt the Sender 
Rewriting Scheme when this becomes fully 
supported. Aidan is busy managing other 
projects as well as the CCCBR website and we 
remain anxious to recruit someone with Linux 
and Apache skills to provide him with backup 
in maintaining the server, or indeed possibly 
taking over his role.

Peter Trotman has continued to manage the 
rest of the website. He upgraded the Rolls of 
Honour for both the 1914-1918 and 1939-1945 
wars to use a MySQL relational database. This 
is more efficient in the use of server resources 
and also simplifies the coding of the web pages, 
thereby facilitating future maintenance. 
Research is underway to facilitate the expanded 
mission of the Biographies Committee and we 
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hope to be able to see the results of this during 
the next year or so.

Michael Wilby, elected to the Committee at 
the AGM, has brought significant professional, 
website and database management experience 
to the Committee and is bringing this to bear on 
plans for the future of the website. He also 
restored The Belfry Forums to work after a 
crash due to a software upgrade.

Don Morrison, Tina Stoecklin and Andrew 
Craddock remain willing to provide technical 
advice to this Committee on a “Consultant” 
basis and we are grateful for this.

We lost Mike Till and Geoff Emerson as 
members of the ICT Committee at the 2009 
AGM and we thank them for their work on 
our behalf. We still have room for more 
members on the Committee and ask that 
Representatives with suitable ICT skills 
consider putting themselves forward for 
election at the 2010 AGM.

MIKE CHESTER (Chairman)
ALAN CHANTLER
PETER TROTMAN
MICHAEL WILBY

Library Committee
Sadly, we begin this report with the loss of 

Jean Sanderson. John Eisel wrote a tribute to 
Jean that appeared in The Ringing World on 
11 December 2009 in which he painted a 
picture of a strong personality, who gave a 
huge amount of her life to ringing and books. 
Jean joined the committee in 1981 and, at a 
critical time when Bill Cook died suddenly, 
she became chairman 1992-1999. Latterly, 
she was responsible for maintaining the list 
of Friends of the Library. Ian Self has taken 
over the co-ordination of “The Friends”, to 
whom we are forever grateful, in order to 
fund projects that keep the Library very 
much alive.

We would like to thank Mike Davies for his 
four years as chairman of the committee and 
Stella Bianco was appointed to take his place at 
the May 2009 Council Meeting, when we also 
welcomed Alan Glover to the committee. In 
2008, John Eisel gave three years’ notice of his 
intention to retire, as Library Steward, and we 
are grateful to Alan Glover for allowing his 
name to go forward as a successor at the 
Council Meeting in 2011.

Paul Johnson has made considerable progress 
towards producing a DVD of the early Ringing 
Worlds (1911-1940), which will be advertised 
for sale via The Ringing World and www.cccbr.
org.uk, including a special price for Friends. 
An index will be included, albeit not as 
comprehensive as that supplied with the Bell 
News DVD, but all files will be searchable. 
Alan Ellis, who supplied the Index from which 
Paul has extracted the relevant years, has 
assisted this project.

The Obituary Index from 1881-2000 is now 
accessible on the Library website via www.
cccbr.org.uk and will be updated to 2007, in 
due course. Subsequent years are available via 
a link to The Ringing World website www.
ringingworld.co.uk

This project has been greatly assisted by 
Alan Ellis supplying 1998-2007 data.

It was decided, with permission from Marjery 
Wratten and the Trustees that we could dispose 
of the duplicate set of The Ringing World. This 
will be publicised and take place in 2010.

The last time the Library Committee held a 
seminar was in 1997 entitled “1668 and all 
that”, so it is hoped that the format planned for 
the “Book Day” on 27 February 2010 appeals 
to Guild/Association Librarians, Friends and 
ringing book lovers.

The Library Steward reports that loans 
(26) have decreased again from the previous 
year (31), but this in no way reflects a 
reduction in activity, rather a shift in usage. 
In many cases, the information required to 
answer a query can be quickly scanned into 
the computer and emailed to the enquirer. 
This avoids packing books to be posted and 
risk to the stock.

Information has been provided for the 
Biographies Committee and, on behalf of the 
Peal Records Committee, Alan Baldock has 
taken on the mammoth task of checking the 
earlier Felstead peal records and trying to sort 
out any difficulties about dates etc. He has 
made considerable progress with this and it has 
been a pleasure to be able to help.

We are grateful for the accessions received 
during the year and to Alan Ellis for giving 
the library copies of the facsimile reprints of 
early texts, which he has published. Also, 
Fraser Clift has kindly donated a bound 
volume of the Bath & Wells DA reports for 
1890-1901. As well as being an archive, 
annual reports are a very valuable source of 
information and are used as much as any 
other section of the library. Indeed, a number 
of the queries raised by Alan Baldock have 
been answered by using them.

The library stock is in very good condition, 
and the programme of binding annual reports is 
as up to date as it can be. The library received 
a donation of Ely DA reports from Jean 
Sanderson’s effects, so a volume from 1921-51 
has been bound in her memory.

The Library Steward’s annual Essay (No 16 
in the series) on “Change Ringers’ Guides” 
(Dove’s Guide and its predecessors) 
accompanied the 2009 Newsletter to the Friends 
of the Library.

John Eisel has spent a number of years 
preparing Cyril Wratten’s considerable 
collection of eighteenth century newspaper 
extracts for publication. Illustrations have 
been added and it is hoped to publish it, as a 
limited edition, in 2010. The committee has 
earmarked funds for publication, so whilst 
there is a healthy balance in reserve, this will 
change with the publication of this book and 
the RW DVD.

STELLA BIANCO (Chairman)
JOHN EISEL (Library Steward)
ALAN GLOVER
PAUL JOHNSON
JEAN SANDERSON (died October 2009)
IAN SELF

Methods Committee
The Methods Committee held one face to 

face meeting, in Cambridge on 21 February. 
Members have been able to discuss committee 

matters electronically using a mailing list 
established by Leigh Simpson.

The committee continued to update the 
methods pages in the Ringing World Diary. We 
revised the Plain Bob Triples diagram and 
touches, and we have introduced grid diagrams 
for some of the Surprise Major methods, as we 
feel that these provide a good way to show the 
construction of a method. We have been asked 
about the rationale we use to select methods for 
these pages. Our approach has been to maintain 
a core set of the frequently-rung “standard 
methods”, and in addition to feature a selection 
of other interesting methods so as to encourage 
bands to try ringing something new. Our policy 
is to change this selection from time to time, 
and so this year we replaced some of the 
Surprise Royal and Maximus methods.

We have answered a steady stream of 
enquiries on the email address methods@
cccbr.org.uk and have been analysing these 
with the intention of publishing a “Frequently 
Asked Questions” section on the committee’s 
webpage. The topic we get asked about most 
frequently is the procedure for naming new 
Minor methods.

We are very grateful to Tony Smith for 
continuing to update the on-line method 
collections at www.methods.org.uk. These 
provide an invaluable resource for ringers and 
Tony updates them on a weekly basis. Progress 
on the new edition of the printed Doubles 
collection has been slower than planned, but 

London Surprise Major
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we hope to have this book completed in 2010. 
We also plan to reissue a printed version of the 
four-way table of Minor methods.

Roger Bailey left the committee at the 
Council meeting, having served for 19 years. 
We would like to thank him for his contribution 
to the committee and welcome Richard Edwards 
who was elected in his place.

PETER NIBLETT (Chairman)
RICHARD EDWARDS
PHILIP SADDLETON
LEIGH SIMPSON
ROBIN WOOLLEY

Peal Records Committee
During the last year we have continued our 

three main duties of the Peals Analysis, the 
recording of record length peals and peals in 
new methods together with maintenance of the 
Felstead database. We have not met formally 
during the year but have conducted our business 
electronically.
The Peals Analysis

We have recorded a total of 5030 peals rung 
in 2009 and published in The Ringing World, of 
which 4262 were on tower bells and 768 on 
handbells. The revised total for 2008 was 4913 
– making a net gain of 117. Full details are 
included in the methods table that accompanies 
this report. The Yorkshire Association has 
overtaken the Oxford Diocesan Guild to 
become the leading Society for peals with 433 
peals (an increase from 318 in 2008). They had 
a spectacular increase in handbell peals from 
14 in 2008 to 79 in 2009. The Oxford Diocesan 
Guild, in second place, rang 323 peals in 2009 
(359 in 2008). Fifteen societies rang 100 or 
more peals in 2009 compared with 17 in 2008. 
Please see the separate table for details of peals 
rung for individual societies.
Record Peals

Although there were a number of peals of 
over 10,000 changes in 2009, there was only 
one record peal, of 10080 Anglia Surprise 
Royal for the Norwich Diocesan Association.
Peals not complying with the Decisions 
on Peal Ringing

We have identified no peals published in 
The Ringing World as peals that do not 
comply with Decision D (Parts A-D) relating 
to peal ringing.

A touch of 5040 changes of Grandsire 
Variable Treble Triples, rung on November 
24th 2009 for the St Martin’s Guild, was 
published as a “Miscellaneous Performance”. 
It consisted of 5040 true changes, without 
jump changes and was published as a 
Miscellaneous Performance merely because it 
could not be readily described within the 
current definitions of methods and calls. It 
seems to us to be an interesting innovation and 
we have included this peal in our analyses (as 
“Other Triples”) given the issues of definition 
alluded to above.
Methods and change on year

The accompanying table incorporates a 
summary of the more popular methods with an 
analysis of the year on year change in the 

numbers of peals rung on each number of bells. 
All individual methods where 15 or more peals 
were rung in 2009 are included. An ‘Other’ 
category is included for completeness.

A total of 228 methods were rung to peals 
for the first time in 2009 (2 of these were rung 
in hand). A further 9 methods that had been 
rung previously on tower bells were rung in 
hand for the first time, and one on tower bells 
that had previously been rung in hand. One 
peal (Odell S Major) has not yet been published 
in the Ringing World, but the record of the 
first peal in the method is included here to 
ensure completeness of the new methods 
record.

A list of the new methods and when they 
were rung is included alongside our report.

Towers
The following 78 towers had 10 or more 

peals in 2009: (77 in 2008):
50 Meldreth, Thorverton
39 Huntsham
38 Oxford (St Thomas)
37 Marston Bigot (Pig le Tower)
33 Leeds (RC Cath)
30 Ipswich (Old Stoke), Keele (Woodlands), 

Loughborough (Bell Foundry), 
Shoreditch

28 Burnley (St Peter)
27 York (St Lawrence)
26 Birmingham Cathedral, Bishopstoke, 

Milton
24 Rotherham (All Saints)
21 Leicester (St Mary de Castro)
20 Lundy Island, Maidstone (All Saints), 

Northallerton
19 East Ilsley
18 Burghill, Maidstone (St Michael), New 

York, Newcastle Cathedral, Oxford (St 
Mary Magdalen), Walkden

17 Amersham, Barnsley (Yorks), Campton, 
Harrogate (St Wilfrid), Shepton 
Beauchamp

16 Belper (St Peter), London (Spitalfields), 
Newcastle upon Tyne (St John), 
Sproxton, Thatcham

15 Bishopsteignton (Bishops Ting Tong), 
Isleworth, London (Jewry), Sheffield 
(Dore), Southampton (Bitterne Park)

14 Blackburn Cathedral, London (St Mary-
le-Bow), Saltby, Whitley Bay

13 Halifax (St John)
12 Aston Clinton, Bushey, Chilcompton (St 

John), Grundisburgh, Terling, Worcester 
Cathedral, Worsley

11 Aldeburgh, Awbridge, Barrow Gurney, 
Chapel Allerton, Dordrecht, Exeter 
(Pinhoe), Hanbury (Worcs), South 
Croydon, Stubbington, Westminster (St 
Clement Danes)

10 Birmingham (Northfield), Birmingham 
(St Paul), Bristol Cathedral, Burton 
Latimer, Cawthorne, Farnworth and 
Kearsley, London (St Sepulchre), 
Middleton (Gtr Man), Rothwell 
(N’hants), Sheffield Cathedral, Weston 
super Mare, Willesden, Willoughby on 
the Wolds, Windsor (St John)

First pealers and firsts as conductor
There were 188 first pealers in 2009 (178 in 

2008) and 33 firsts as conductor (29 in 2008). 

We congratulate all those involved in these 
performances, particularly where several firsts 
were included in one peal.
Corrections to the 2008 Analysis

There are a number of alterations to the 2008 
Analysis due to late publication as detailed 
below.

Corrections relate to tower bells except 
where specified.
ASCY Cinques +1, Minor (h’bells) +1
ANZAB Triples +1
Cambridge University Royal +1
Durham & Newcastle Royal +1
Ely  Major +1
Gloucester & Bristol Major +1
Hertford Major +1
Leicester Major +1
Middlesex & London Major (h’bells) +1
St Martin’s Triples +1, Triples (h’bells) -1
Yorkshire Major +1
Non-Association Major +2, Royal +1
Non-Affiliated Major +1

The amended methods analysis for 2008 is 
shown in the 2009 methods table, which forms 
part of this report. Revised totals for 2008 are: 
tower bells 4224, handbells 689, total 4913.
The Felstead Project

Many people are unaware of how Canon 
Felstead organised his record cards. The main 
set were for all peals from 1881 onwards (i.e. 
those published from the start of Bell News) 
while another recorded all peals of Triples and 
above pre-1881 and a third set all peals of 
Doubles and Minor pre-1881.

When we originally received the photocopy 
cards, there were no pre-1881 copy cards for 
the Greater London area or for any towers 
coming before Birmingham in the alphabet. 
Neither were there any copies at all for the pre-
1881 Doubles and Minor peals. We believe that 
there was a simple omission in the original 
photocopying of the cards. Alan Baldock has 
therefore borrowed the original cards from 
John Eisel and photocopied those that were 
missing. He has checked the data on those 
cards against the database, making corrections 
where necessary. It would appear that the data 
from the Doubles and Minor cards were omitted 
from the system when the original inputting 
was done so that has now been corrected.

Due to this work, and the steady stream of 
corrections from ringers that we receive each 
week, the files for between 30 and 60 towers 
have been corrected each week since the last 
meeting. We are indebted to a number of 
ringers around the country for their help in 
resolving queries but should make particular 
mention of John Eisel, with whom Alan was in 
virtually daily email contact throughout that 
time and without whose ever ready help he 
could not have corrected many of the records. 
Chris Pickford has also been of particular help 
in supplying information from his records.

PHILLIP BARNES (Chairman)
RICHARD ALLTON
ALAN BALDOCK
MARK BELL
GRAHAM DUKE
PHILIP LARTER
MICHAEL TRIMM
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First peals in methods rung on Tower Bells
January
1 5184 Moretonhampstead S Major 
   G Devonshire Ringers
1 5088 New Buckenham S Major Norwich DA
2 5152 Addenburgh S Major S’well & Nottm DG
2 5152 Peak District S Major Yorkshire A
3 5088 Jackbury S Major Glos & Bris DA
3 5056 Fixture Secretary D Major Peterboro DG
4 5056 Plain B Sixteen Win & Ports DG
4 5088 Clifton D Major SRCY
10 5088 Isenthal S Major Oxford DG
10 5024 Magnum D Major Glos & Bris DA
11 5024 Broughty Ferry D Major Lancashire A
11 5376 Riga S Major Bath & Wells DA
15 5088 Knockdown S Major Glos & Bris DA
16 5022 Handsworth D Major Yorkshire A
17 5184 Ankh-Morpork S Major SRCY
18 5000 Biscay D Royal Lancashire A
22 5152 Frosterley S Major S’well & Nottm DG
22 5088 Venn Ottery S Major Oxford DG
24 5120 Jennycliff S Major G Devonshire Ringers
27 5080 Kingerby S Royal S’well & Nottm DG
27 5088 Yarhampton S Major Glos & Bris DA

February
4 5088 Lund’s Court S Major Yorkshire A
5 5040 Sgor Gaoith D Royal G Devonshire Ringers
8 5040 Trafalgar D Royal Lancashire A
8 5152 Vilnius S Major Bath & Wells DA
12 5056 Darwin S Major S’well & Nottm DG
12 5088 Clayhanger D Major Dorset CA
13 5088 Vendredi Treize S Major Glos & Bris DA
14 5088 Valentine D Major S’well & Nottm DG
16 5056 Braughing S Major St James’ G
18 5120 Tripleport S Major Lancashire A
20 5056 Vacaville S Major Ely DA
21 5040 Deppers Bridge S Royal Glos & Bris DA
21 5056 Pinner D Major Middx CA & Lon DG
26 5024 Quorn D Major S’well & Nottm DG
27 5024 Woodville S Major Ely DA

March
3 5056 Yarpole D Major S’well & Nottm DG
3 5014 East Farleigh Lock A Royal Kent CA
4 5024 Layerthorpe S Major Yorkshire A
6 5056 Yatford S Major Glos & Bris DA
7 5056 Viney Hill S Major Glos & Bris DA
8 5152 Bruxelles S Major Bath & Wells DA
12 5088 Exeter Diocesan D Major Dorset CA
12 5152 Diptonmill S Major S’well & Nottm DG
13 5056 Xeniaville S Major Ely DA
13 5056 Windmill Hill S Major Glos & Bris DA
14 5040 Maxey TP Minor Peterboro DG
14 5024 Xceat S Major Sussex CA
16 5088 Bengeo S Major St James’ G
16 5088 Adbaston S Major Leicester DG
19 5024 Hobgoblin S Major Oxford DG
22 5120 Xupu S Major Oxford DG
22 5040 Shaun the Sheep TP Minor Hereford DG
22 5056 Rosemary S Major Essex A
24 5000 Eastby S Royal S’well & Nottm DG
26 5184 Creag MacRanaich D Major 
   G Devonshire Ringers
26 5056 Orwell D Major SRCY
27 5088 Yorkville S Major Ely DA

April
1 5152 St Saviourgate D Major Yorkshire A
3 5088 Dilithium S Major Glos & Bris DA
3 5024 Zionville S Major Ely DA
4 5024 East Hoathly S Major Sussex CA
4 5088 Play School D Major Non-Association
5 5184 Yelford D Major Oxford DG
7 5040 Superlative A Royal S’well & Nottm DG
12 5088 Iron Horse D Major Win & Ports DG
13 5024 Jersey D Major Derby DA
16 5056 Birnbeck S Major E meets W
19 5040 Fitzroy D Royal Lancashire A
21 5056 Penhill S Major Glos & Bris DA
23 5040 St George and the Dragon S Royal Oxford DG
27 5088 Micklebring S Maximus Yorkshire A
28 5016 The Green A Royal Kent CA
29 5184 Dore S Major Yorkshire A
30 5040 Am Bodach D Royal G Devonshire Ringers

May
2 5184 Second Chance D Major ANZAB
4 5200 New Cut A Maximus Glos & Bris DA
4 5024 Sto Helit S Major Non-Association

7 5184 Cree D Major Lancashire A
8 5000 Houndsditch S Royal Peterboro DG
9 5120 Donhead S Major Glos & Bris DA
10 5040 Washington D Royal D&N DA
10 5248 Tallinn S Major Bath & Wells DA
12 5080 Nidderdale S Royal Kent CA
12 5120 Clifton B Major S’well & Nottm DG
16 5040 Brafield-on-the-Green TP Minor Peterboro DG
21 5056 Landford S Major Glos & Bris DA
21 5088 Silverdale B Major North Staffs A
22 5120 Sagarmatha S Major St James’ G
23 5024 Gillett S Major Yorkshire A
23 5040 Despina D Royal Yorkshire A
27 5088 Shepton Beauchamp S Major Bath & Wells DA
28 5088 Morebath D Major Dorset CA
29 5152 Dordrecht D Major G Devonshire Ringers
30 5056 Salehurst S Major Sussex CA
30 5004 Wigan A Royal Yorkshire A

June
2 5130 Ytterbium A Major S’well & Nottm DG
6 5040 Clairedom A Major Coventry DG
6 5088 Sandy Lane S Major Glos & Bris DA
7 5088 Thea D Major Oxford DG
7 5040 Sole D Royal Lancashire A
13 5000 Pero’s Bridge S Royal Glos & Bris DA
13 5040 Ufton S Royal Lancashire A
13 5088 Quirm S Major Win & Ports DG
14 5024 Monaco S Major Bath & Wells DA
15 5152 Rothamsted S Major St James’ G
16 5040 Otreburne S Royal Kent CA
18 5088 Dinton S Major Glos & Bris DA
18 5088 Teign Valley S Major G Devonshire Ringers
23 5040 Landmark D Royal S’well & Nottm DG
24 5088 Morville D Major Hereford DG
25 5056 Aughton S Major Glos & Bris DA
27 5056 Johnston S Major Oxford DG
27 5088 Vitznau S Major Oxford DG

July
1 5056 Whorlton Old Church D Major Yorkshire A
1 5184 Derwenthaugh S Major D&N DA
2 5088 Horsington S Major Oxford DG
4 5000 Independence Day S Royal Yorkshire A
5 5152 Traditional Cumberland Sausage D Major SRCY
8 5025 Whirlow S Major Yorkshire A
9 5088 Odo D Major Dorset CA
10 5040 Masham S Royal Peterboro DG
14 5040 Dingleden S Royal Kent CA
14 5040 Shepton Beauchamp S Royal Bath & Wells DA
16 5040 Champion Dragon D Royal 
   G Devonshire Ringers
16 5024 Lake Garda D Major Lancashire A
16 5010 Yorkshire A Major Oxford DG
18 5056 Fifty TB Major Sussex CA
20 5024 Allingham S Major St James’ G
24 5024 Victoria Garesfield S Major D&N DA
24 5024 Campton S Major St James’ G
26 5184 The Reverend Geoffrey Friends of Geoffrey 
  and Mrs Ruth Stickland A Major Strickland S
30 5184 Hukeley Bridge S Major Bath & Wells DA

August
1 5024 Yorkshire Day D Major Yorkshire A
3 5024 Dorcestre S Major St James’ G
5 5120 Rudgate Ruby Mild D Major Yorkshire A
5 5088 Threekingham S Major Lincoln DG
6 5088 Petton D Major Dorset CA
8 5056 Hope D Major Yorkshire A
9 5008 St Marie’s B Major Yorkshire A
13 5088 William Penny Brookes S Major Hereford DG
13 5040 Lundy D Royal Lancashire A
17 5040 Xylophone S Maximus Yorkshire A
18 5184 Bovey Castle S Major G Devonshire Ringers
20 5088 Calcutt S Major Glos & Bris DA
23 5080 Fastnet D Royal Lancashire A
25 5040 Longmead S Royal ASCY
27 5088 Zopf S Major Oxford DG
29 5056 Fylde Coast S Major Lancashire A
31 5088 New Romney D Major Romney Marsh DG
31 5152 Leatherhead A Royal Derby DA

September
2 5056 Destructor S Major Yorkshire A
2 5088 Zigzag Path D Major Yorkshire A
5 5088 Ellenwood S Major Glos & Bris DA
5 5040 Kirkgate S Maximus ASCY
10 5088 Timothy D Major Dorset CA
12 5088 Peak District Major Derby DA
13 5152 Madrid S Major Bath & Wells DA
13 5040 Irish Sea D Royal Lancashire A

14 5088 Aldbury S Major St James’ G
14 5000 Xenolith S Royal Yorkshire A
17 5040 Pride of Romsey S Royal Oxford DG
17 5088 Dame Vera D Major SRCY
17 5088 Unnamed D Major Dorset CA
18 5152 Midhopestones S Major Yorkshire A
20 5056 Abbott S Major Lancashire A
20 5120 Woodall S Major ASCY
22 5040 Dunsby S Royal S’well & Nottm DG
23 5152 Conisbrough Castle S Major Yorkshire A
26 5148 Fryerning A Royal Amersham Guild

October
1 5040 Stob Ghabhar S Royal G Devonshire Ringers
2 5040 Lulsgate S Royal Lancashire A
4 5024 Muttaburrasaurus Langdoni D Major ANZAB
4 5152 Prague S Major‡ Bath & Wells DA
5 5088 Bathurst S Major ANZAB
6 5088 70th Birthday D Major V Evesham S
7 5024 Siward’s How S Major Yorkshire A
9 5040 East Coast A Major Lancashire A
10 5056 Jarvis Brook S Major Sussex CA
11 5000 Shannon D Royal Lancashire A
12 5088 Bovey Tracey D Major G Devonshire Ringers
12 5024 Stanmore D Major St James’ G
13 5040 Shepton Beauchamp S Maximus 
   Bath & Wells DA
14 5120 Holywood S Major SRCY
15 5040 Zener TB Minor Peterboro DG
15 5040 Bovey Bob D Royal G Devonshire Ringers
17 5152 High Spen S Major Lich & Dist S
18 5088 Francesca S Major Oxford DG
19 5152 Guinness D Major Coventry DG
20 5040 Benenden S Royal Kent CA
22 5056 Teffont S Major Oxford DG
25 5040 Rockall D Royal Lancashire A
27 5040 Johnby S Royal S’well & Nottm DG
30 5088 Copernicium S Major Glos & Bris DA

November
1 5152 Poet’s Walk S Major Yorkshire A
3 5088 Septuagenarian D Major V Evesham S
4 5216 Kimberlow Hill D Major Yorkshire A
6 5056 Nettleton S Major Glos & Bris DA
7 5152 Greville Smyth D Major Glos & Bris DA
8 5152 Bratislava-Pressburg S Major Bath & Wells DA
11 5088 Cantigny D Major SRCY
12 5040 Stoneycroft S Royal Leicester DG
14 5024 Four Shires Guild D Major Four Shires G
14 5088 Hawkswick S Major Oxford DG
17 5056 Summerville D Major SRCY
19 5024 Golden Heart S Major SRCY
19 5000 Shepton Beauchamp D Royal Bath & Wells DA
21 5000 Woodgate S Royal ASCY
21 5088 Tactical S Major ASCY
25 5184 Totley D Major Yorkshire A
26 5040 Greene King IPA S Royal Oxford DG
26 5040 Belgravegate S Royal Leicester DG
26 5040 A’Chailleach D Royal G Devonshire Ringers

December
2 5088 Bustardthorpe D Major Yorkshire A
5 5152 Iceland S Major Glos & Bris DA
5 5088 Wolsey S Maximus Suffolk G
6 5040 Malin D Royal Lancashire A
10 5056 Redstock S Major Glos & Bris DA
12 5026 Norton D Major Yorkshire A
13 5056 Vaduz S Major Bath & Wells DA
13 5056 Bwell D Major Glos & Bris DA
14 5120 Wheathampstead D Major St James’ G
23 5056 Dore D Major Yorkshire A
27 5152 Odell D Major St James’ G
29 5040 Malvern Link S Royal V Evesham S
30 5088 Tollemache S Major Lincoln DG
31 5152 Claude D Major Yorkshire A
‡ Previously rung to a peal on handbells

First peals in methods rung on Hand Bells
January
21 5040 Kinross S Royal Oxford DG
February
17 5040 Quantock TB Minor Hertford CA
18 5042 Isleworth S Maximus Oxford DG
23 5040 Xartica S Royal Oxford DG
March
16 5040 Zouche S Royal Oxford DG
25 5042 Radstock S Maximus Oxford DG
June
3 5044 Trojan A Maximus Oxford DG
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15 5040 Ulverscroft S Royal Oxford DG
18 5040 Artistic Triples* St Martin’s G
October
31 5040 Glazdyn S Minor* Iceni S
November
25 5120 Hitcham D Major Yorkshire A
*Also first peal in the method

Record peals
May
9 10080 Anglia S Royal Norwich DA

Public Relations Committee
The committee met four times during the 

year and communicates regularly by email 
between meetings.

Perhaps the greatest success of the year is 
the relationship which has developed with the 
producers of the BBC Bells on Sunday 
programme. Since the Council meeting at 
Worcester, Michael Orme has taken on the 
role of liaison with the programme makers, 
with whom he is in weekly contact. Michael 
has carried out a full review of all the 
recordings held by the Bells on Sunday team. 
He is the contact person for advice on making 
recordings for use in the programme and he 
will supply information on request. More 
recordings are required as some areas of the 
country have no presence in the archive 
department’s CD library. Recordings should 
be sent directly to Michael.

Scheduling is now done on a monthly basis 
to meet the Radio Times print deadline. 
Recordings appropriate to the occasion have 
been suggested for such as Ascension Day, 
Easter Sunday and Remembrance Sunday. 
During the year there have been several 
innovations, including Devon Style Call 

Change ringing, which will be a regular 
feature, and bell recordings which are heard 
both from the churchyard and then the ringing 
chamber, so the listeners hear what the 
ringers hear.

We are grateful to the Editor of The Ringing 
World who publishes the forthcoming schedule 
of broadcasts each month. The current broadcast 
is usually available on iPlayer during the 
following week. Occasionally, we understand, 
it may be possible within financial constraints 
to include a picture of the band or the tower. 
There is also a project to collect sound 
recordings of good quality half-muffled and 
fully muffled ringing.

The committee continues to distribute stock 
of recruitment leaflets. The design of the leaflet 
has been reviewed but feedback suggests that 
the current design is popular and there is no 
immediate need for a new design.

The Complaints Helpline continues to 
provide advice to all on matters relating to 
complaints about ringing. Links are maintained 
with university ringing societies and with 
ringing societies outside of the UK. The 
committee also has links with the Education 
and Tower Stewardship committees through 
members who serve on both of these.

Analysis of Peals by method and change on year

Did you know that The Ringing World’s  
peals.co.uk website has an  
automatically updated list of

leading peal-ringers  
www.peals.co.uk/ringers_top50.asp,

conductors www.peals.co.uk/conductors_
top50.asp,

towers  
www.peals.co.uk/towers_top50.asp,

handbell locations  
www.peals.co.uk/hndlocs_top50.asp

and guilds  
www.peals.co.uk/guilds_top50.asp?

Check it out!
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The committee collaborates with the ICT 
committee with a watching brief on the content 
of the CCCBR website. A new feature is a 
‘Things to ring for’ page which, we hope, will 
carry dates and details of events to which bands 
may wish to dedicate their ringing.

There have been several requests from the 
media, notably a large number from television 
production companies wishing to include 
ringers and ringing in a wide range of 
programmes. Many of these do not progress 
much beyond the initial enquiry stage, but we 
offer as much help and advice as possible.

There have been a number of requests for 
display materials, for example from the team 
organising the fund raising scheme launch for 
new bells at Moseley. Although we no longer 
provide ready-made display boards we are able 
to source images of good quality as electronic 
media which can then be processed locally to 
meet the needs of the users.

Early in the year, we were requested to 
prepare a proposal for an event, possibly a 
Road Show, in support of The Ringing World 
centenary celebrations taking place in 2011. 
The initial proposal for a two day event, 
taking place on a Saturday and Sunday, was 
presented to the Administrative  Committee in 
March. This was approved in principle but 
with a change of days to a Friday and Saturday 
and referred back to the committee for further 
consideration. This resulted in a review of the 
purpose of the event and a fresh proposal, for 
a joint event with The Ringing World on the 
day of the centenary celebration in March 
2011, being presented to the Administrative 
Committee meeting in October. We were very 
sorry that the Administrative Committee 
decided it could not support our proposal and 
passed a resolution ‘that a Central Council 
sponsored event should not be combined with 
The Ringing World centenary and that another 
Road Show should not be held; the PR 
committee should conduct a comprehensive 
review’. We had thought that our plans to 
work with The Ringing World to show the 
Council celebrating the Ringing World’s 
centenary provided also the change of Road 
Show emphasis that was sought. The 
committee will begin a review of the Road 
Show after the Ringing World celebration 
event has taken place.

NEIL DONOVAN (Chairman)
CLAIRE BELL
BRUCE BUTLER
ALAN CHANTLER (Secretary)
CHRIS DARVILL
BEVERLY FABER
JOHN HARRISON
CHRISTOPHER O’MAHONY
MIKE ORME
STEPHANIE WARBOYS
JANE WILKINSON

International Reports
ANZAB

2009 has been a busy year for the ANZAB 
Executive following the decision to review 
some of the most important aspects of the 
Association. Most of the preparatory work has 
been done and it remains to review and 

consolidate proposals for discussion at the 
AGM in Melbourne in June.

The AGM was held in Brisbane for the first 
time and was very successful. The new 12 at St 
John’s Cathedral were put to good use. Many of 
us enjoyed the lovely old eight up in 
Maryborough for the first time, together with 
Lismore in Northern NSW and St Andrew’s in 
Brisbane city. At the AGM Julie Doyle was 
elected President to replace Roger Lubbock 
who has done sterling work for ANZAB over 
the past three years. At the AGM we also took 
great pleasure in ratifying the new Victorian 
branch of ANZAB. 

In October the bells of All Saints’ Cathedral 
Bathurst were dedicated by the Governor of 
New South Wales in an impressive ceremony. 
The commitment of the local ringers, diocese 
and the broader Bathurst community were 
inspirational in making the project come to 
fruition. Ringers were very involved both on 
the installation side and also in teaching the 
new band. There are now three towers – 
Lithgow, Orange and Bathurst - within a 
reasonable distance of each other. 

The sad news from St Paul’s Cathedral in 
Bendigo is that the bells are unlikely to ring 
again in the near future as the building requires 
substantial structural work.

In Tasmania, the bells of Holy Trinity, Hobart 
are now ANZAB’s first ring in a Greek Orthodox 
Church. The local ringers have an excellent 
relationship with the incumbent who is very 
supportive of the bells. The ringing room contains 
a considerable amount of memorabilia of early 
ringing in Hobart and its links with the UK.

The 2011 AGM is scheduled to be held in the 
North Island of New Zealand. The NEANZAB 
Branch is working on the 2012 AGM in Sydney 
when we will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of 
ANZAB’s first AGM. We are anticipating a big 
celebration and look forward to welcoming our 
ringing friends from around the world.

JULIE DOYLE
ROGER LUBBOCK

Central European Association
While there have always been occasional 

expatriate ringers in Central Europe, there has 
never been any sort of formal organisation. This 
has been changed by the development of hand 
bell ringing in southern Germany, the installation 
of a proper ring of eight in Dordrecht in The 
Netherlands and the transfer of Tony Parry’s 
miniring to Brandau in Germany. In May 2009, 
we took the plunge and formally founded the 
Central European Association in the course of a 
three day meeting at Dordrecht. The officers are 
Paul de Kok (President; Dordrecht, The 
Netherlands), Brian Diserens (Ringing Master; 
Brandau, Germany) David Ockwell (Treasurer; 
Eindhoven; The Netherlands) and Rodney 
Yeates (Secretary; Dietenheim, Germany). On 
this occasion, a peal of Cambridge Surprise 
Major was rung - the first peal ever by ringers 
resident in central Europe.

Since then we have managed to meet about 
every 6 weeks at centres as far apart as Geneva, 
Dordrecht, Winterthur and Ludwigshafen. 
Resident peals have been rung in various 
Surprise Minor, Major and Royal methods 
including 21 Spliced Surprise Minor and 8 

Spliced Surprise Major at Dordrecht and 
Yorkshire, Lincolnshire Surprise Major and 
Kent Treble Bob Royal in hand. We currently 
have hand bell groups in Winterthur 
(Switzerland) and Ludwigshafen (Germany), 
as well as a tower bell group in Dordrecht (The 
Netherlands) and Brandau (Germany). There 
are clearly major problems, not only in the 
amount of travelling involved, but also in the 
limited number of ringers. Any expatriate (or 
anyone knowing an expatriate) is invited to 
send an e-mail to Rodney Yeates at rodney.
yeates@t-online.de.

PAUL DE KOK
RODNEY YEATES

Irish Association of Change Ringers
There were three notable anniversaries 

celebrated in the Irish Association and all took 
place in the Northern District.

St Patrick’s Ballymena, Co Antrim celebrated 
twenty-one years since the dedication to the 
ring of twelve bells. To mark this event, a peal 
of 5060 Plain Bob Cinques was rung in March. 
Celebrating one hundred and ten years of the 
bells was St Comgall Bangor, Co Down. Two 
quarter peals were rung in September of 1260 
Plain Bob Doubles and 1240 Plain Bob Triples. 
In November, sixty years of the bells were 
celebrated at St Donard’s, Belfast. A peal of 
5040 Surprise Minor (7 methods) was rung  
by the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths  
in October.

Moving from anniversaries to a notable 
‘first’ was the election of the first Lady President 
of the Irish Association, Jean Jeffery. A peal of 
5024 Bristol Surprise Major rung to celebrate 
the completion of recent restoration work at St 
Mary’s Cathedral, Limerick was also dedicated 
to Jean’s election. 

There were also a number of ‘firsts’ recorded 
for peals and quarter peals throughout the 
Association which is a great achievement for 
all concerned and a healthy sign for the future 
of bellringing. JUNE KELLY

The North American Guild  
of Change Ringers

The North American Guild had yet another 
extremely successful year in 2009. Two new 
rings were installed – a ring of ten in Orleans, 
MA, and a ring of eight (plus nine additional 
chiming bells) in Shreveport, LA.

During 2009, the NAGCR lost three founding 
members Bill Jackson, Bob Stokes, and Paul 
Cattermole.

As with last year, each month of the 
NAGCR calendar was filled with at least one 
of a wide variety of ringing offerings to 
satisfy all levels and in all geographic regions. 
These included ringing festivals, regional 
meetings and our annual AGM this year held 
in New York City.

In addition, many towers have held unique 
recruiting events and provided local ringing as 
an adjunct to annual and ongoing civic and 
cultural occasions. Many NAGCR towers 
participated in the most recent presidential 
inaugural by ringing. Three towers (First 
Presbyterian, Texarkana, AR; Stetson Chapel, 
Kalamazoo, MI; and Trinity Cathedral, Miami, 
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FL) celebrated their 25th anniversaries; and 
Melrose School, Brewster, NY their 35th 
anniversary.

Personal accomplishments by members 
included one member conducting a peal for 
the first time (as it turned out the Guild’s 
2500th), one member conducting a quarter 
peal for the first time, two members ringing 
their first peal and 23 members ringing in their 
first quarter peal.

New initiatives for the Guild include the 
website redesign, which is now complete. The 
Clapper is now available to members and 
subscribers online, along with a host of new 
and enhanced components for members and 
more information for the general public.

We look forward to continue to host visitors 
from overseas and for more information on any 
of our events and tower details go to www.
nagcr.org. SCOTT STRICKER

South African Guild  
of Church Bell Ringers

Members of the South African Guild have 
continued to ring regularly for services and 
practices at the towers at their disposal. The 
condition of the tower at St Paul’s, Durban, has 
forced a temporary halt to ringing: it is part of 
the fabric of the tower which is suspect, not the 
condition of the bells. Woodstock, where the 
bells are not in good shape, was further hit by 
the loss of the waterproofing on the tower 
causing rain to shower down even into the 
ringing chamber: a restoration project there, 
which is in mind, is still a few years off 
implementation; in the meantime, the bells are 
rung once a month. A band is being built up at 
Four Ways Gardens with the help of the well 
established band of St George’s, Parktown. The 
future at Grahamstown is uncertain, following 
the decision of Colin Lewis, the prime mover 
there, to move to his homeland.

We continue to welcome visitors; included in 
their number in 2009 were two larger groups, 
one led by Andrew Wilby, the second by Bruce 
Butler. It was the presence of the first group 
that provided the environment in which two of 
our members in Johannesburg were able to ring 
their first peal. But 2009 saw the death of one 
of our most experienced members, Ian Knox of 
Johannesburg.

Three bell installation projects are in varying 
degrees of planning, only one in an existing 
ringing centre. The other two are in remoter 
parts where many members of the guild see 
little prospect of lively bands being trained or 
maintaining themselves. This parallels a 
malaise in the exercise in the country since 
even in some existing ringing centres it is not 
being possible to train an adequate pool of 
younger ringers. The Guild itself in the past has 
done little to organise training opportunities 
and an attempt in 2009 to provide an extra day 
for ringing at the time of the annual general 
meeting was not successful. Clearly, the 
question of training within the country will 
have to be addressed by the Guild. The annual 
general meeting held in Cape Town drew too 
small a number of members from other centres; 
those present enjoyed themselves.

E. D. ELDERKIN

Veronese Association
Since the last Council meeting attended by 

Paolo Avesani and Alison Hodge as ASCSV 
representatives, ringing in the Veronese 
Association and its more local “Zones” (= our 
branches or districts) has followed its normal 
pattern – regular ringing, teaching young people, 
teaching teachers (remember that ASCSV have a 
formal programme to train their “Ringing 
Masters”), competitions, tower visits, tower 
augmentations and refurbishment, and social 
events. Many of these activities are recorded in 
their high quality quarterly colour bulletin 
(Tuttocampane). While much of the news in 
Tuttocampane is about local achievements, 
issues and the inevitable ringers’ births, marriages 
and deaths, some of the news reflects events of 
international significance. One article, for 
example, commented on the earthquake in 
L’Aquila and the fate of a church and its bell.

There has been at least one party of English 
ringers visit Italy during the year as reported in 
the January 2010 edition of Tuttocampane, 
when English ringers visited Fabio Giona’s 
area of Colongnola Ai Colli in October 2009. 
Individual ringers from Malvern, who were in 
the first groups to make contact in Italy, have 
maintained their contacts with friends there 
through personal visits more socially, but 
inevitably with some ringing! Giancarlo 
Tommasi, similarly, has paid a return visit to 
Malvern. Sadly, Anna Maria was not able to 
join him on this occasion.

2010 marks the 25th Anniversary of the first 
visit by Italian ringers to England and a short 
visit to England is being planned by some of our 
Italian friends to mark this later in the year.

ALISON HODGE

Zimbabwe Guild of Bellringers
In Harare we are still locked out but managed 

to ring once during 2009 on the day of the 
consecration of the new Bishop. This was only 
able to be arranged during the Consecration 
Service in the Sports Stadium. The Tower 
Captain managed to locate three ringers so they 
joyfully rang three bells. We have had a few 
sessions of ringing handbells.

In Kwekwe in mid year it was noticed that 
the plaster was falling off the outside walls of 
the tower so they stopped ringing until such 
time as the only structural engineer in the city 
was able to look at it and make a written report. 
By year end this had not yet happened but at the 
time of writing I understand that he has been 
and the written report is awaited.

We hope to travel to Kwekwe for our AGM 
once this is available. We do greatly appreciate 
all the support we have received from ringers 
around the world.

Thank you all. ANNE M. PHILLIPS
Central Council Representative

Publications Committee
See Stocklist overleaf

For the first time in many years no new 
publications were produced. This was a major 
contributory factor to the large fall in income 
from sales.

Nine titles were reprinted: Raising and 
Lowering, Beginners Plain Bob, Ringing 
Circles, Ringing Basics for Beginners, Standard 
Eight Surprise Major Sheets, Will You Call a 
Touch Please Bob, Tower Captains Handbook, 
Teaching Unravelled, and Giants of the Exercise 
Vol 1. It was pleasing to note that Ringing 
Circles continued to sell exceptionally well.

At the beginning of the year we had a very 
constructive meeting with Tim Jackson, 
representing the Stewards of the Dove Database, 
to discuss the production of “Dove 10”. We 
remain in close contact with Tim and await a 
suggested draft of the book. The final draft of 
“The New Ringers Book”, a major new work 
which has been in preparation by the Education 
Committee for several years, is expected in the 
near future.

The income from sales of £8,300 dropped 
sharply from £13,300 in 2008 while the value 
of stock held remained steady at £10,700. 
Expenditure exceeded income by £1,150 and 
the total cash available remained steady at 
around £15,000. A small amount of slow 
selling stock was written off. Despite the drop 
in income the fund remains in a healthy state 
and should be adequate to support forthcoming 
major projects. Bulk discounts were offered in 
March as usual, and advertisements were 
again placed in a number of Association 
reports.

We were very saddened to lose Jean 
Sanderson during the year. Jean had been a 
full member of the Committee for a great 
many years, and a co-opted member in recent 
times. Her hard work and expertise will be 
greatly missed.

JOHN COUPERTHWAITE (Chairman)
ANDREW ASPLAND
JULIAN NEWMAN
BERYL NORRIS
DEREK JONES
BARBARA WHEELER

Committee for Redundant Bells
The Committee has continued to work on its 

role of monitoring the developments within the 
Church of England and other churches 
concerning the fate of redundant bells in 
churches by endeavouring to establish a 
working relationship with the Church 
Commissioners, the Church Buildings Council 
and the Churches Conservation Trust.

This is hoped to encourage a regular flow of 
information to the Committee on behalf of the 
exercise and to enable the Committee to ensure 
that bells in redundant churches are dealt with 
appropriately and not passed over.

The Committee also administers the Rescue 
Fund and there is a separate report relating  
to this.

The number of churches declared redundant 
continues stable – fairly matched by the number 
of new churches. The total declared redundant 
under the Pastoral Measure in the last 41 years 
is 1791. Of these 388 have been demolished; 
342 transferred to the Churches Conservation 
Trust (plus 10 to other preservation trusts) and 
1051 converted to new uses. Twenty nine 
churches were closed as redundant in 2009; 
significantly fewer than in previous years.
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Bells from churches demolished are now 
invariably saved for alternative use, the Keltek 
Trust having a vital role here as elsewhere. Bells 
in churches transferred to the Churches 
Conservation Trust are also safe and the policy of 
the CCT is to ensure that they are kept at the 
church and conserved along with the other fabric. 
Bells in churches converted to other uses remain 
at risk. The present policy of the Church 
Commissioners generally is to require the bells to 
remain in the church building even if it is 
converted to secular use. However, the new 
owners are not always sympathetic to having a 
ring of bells especially when the new use is as a 
residence. Layston, Peterstone Wentloog and 
Monkton have been three specific cases that have 
involved the Committee this year. The Church 
Commissioners have tended to rely on the 
covenants imposed at the time of sale or lease to 
ensure not only that the bells are safe but available 
for ringing. It is questionable how enforceable 
these covenants really are. Alan Frost of the 
Committee has taken on a role within the 
Committee to continue to develop the Committee’s 
discussions with the Commissioners.

The Committee is also in meeting with the 
Churches Conservation Trust and these have 
been encouraging in the hope that the ringing 
of bells within churches in the care of the Trust 
may feature more. The programme of ringing 
to mark the 40th anniversary of the Trust was 
significant in this respect. Robert Lewis is 
leading the role of the Committee in developing 
‘bells awareness’ with the Trust and ensuring 
that the Trust knows and uses all the facilities 
and help that the Council’s committees and its 
constituent ringing associations have to offer.

The Committee needs to ensure that such 
information as it obtains in discussions with the 
various institutions is passed to ringing associations 
and to that end Julian Newman has taken on a task 
of keeping in touch with ringing associations and 
guilds whose area covers churches, redundant or 
programmed for redundancy, where the future of 
the bells is in question.

The Committee continues to receive a number 
of enquiries concerning individual redundant 
bells and requests for bells. The Committee is 
continuing negotiations regarding the bells at 
Oxford St. Cross, Brighton St. Peter, Bollington 
and Chatham as well as at Hanley.

The Keltek Trust is an integral part of any 
discussions or decisions concerning redundant 
bells and the Committee is fortunate that David 
Kelly of the Keltek Trust is readily involved 
with the work of the Committee as a 
consultant.

This report is not complete without a tribute 
to the late George Massey who was a member 
of the Committee from 1978 to 2005 and 
Chairman from 1993 to 1999 as well as serving 
a turn as Chairman of the Rescue Fund, and to 
Jane Wilkinson who, with others, moved the 
formation of the Committee and of the Rescue 
Fund and was its guiding light throughout her 
years on the Committee – many as Chairman.

ROBERT COOLES (Chairman)
JOHN BALDWIN
ALAN FROST
IAN HASTILOW
ROBERT LEWIS
JULIAN NEWMAN

Stocklist at December 31st 2009
Title Sales to Stock at 

 31 Dec 2009 31 Dec 2009
Beginners Handbook 248 120
Towards Better Striking 43 4
Raising and Lowering 72 284
Ringing Jargon Made Easy 105 8
Beginners Grandsire 136 75
Beginners Plain Bob 152 200
Doubles and Minor for Beginners 64 49
Triples and Major for Beginners 34 157
Ringing Circles 691 228
Ringing Skills 20 67
Ringing Basics for Beginners 132 365
The Learning Curve Vol 1 36 140
The Learning Curve Vol 2 23 260
The Learning Curve Vol 3 38 244
The Learning Curve Vol 4 50 284
Listen to Ringing CD 1/CD2 32/26 7/34
Beginners Guide to Change Ringing on Handbells 60 67
Change Ringing on Handbells 36 213
The Tower Handbook 29 93
Learning Methods 45 149
Standard Eight Surprise Major 47 161
Method Splicing 2 53
Understanding Place Notation 21 11
Will You Call a Touch Please, Bob?  59 89
Service Touches 64 119
Conducting Stedman 23 56
A Tutors Handbook 20 228
Tower Captains Handbook 35 76
One Way to Teach Handling 32 142
Teaching Beyond Bell Handling 15 229
Teaching from Rounds to Bob Doubles 15 125
Simulators and Teaching 9 41
Kaleidoscope Ringing 49 7
Teaching Unravelled 175 239
Starting a New Band 6 86
Towers and Bells Handbook 31 194
The Bell Adviser 5 170
Schedule of Regular Maintenance 106 138
D-I-Y Guidelines 4 173
Organising a Bell Restoration Project 60 92
Sound Management 9 114
Splicing Bellropes 67 75
Change Ringing History Vol 1/Vol3 17/11 206/207
Centenary History of the Central Council 3 86
Giants of the Exercise Vol1/Vol2 6/7 194/86
A J Pitman Biography 6 164
Dove’s Guide 101 897
Belfry Offices 6 71
Organising an Outing 7 65
Belfry Warning Notices 4 28
Church Towers and Bells 8 49
CC Rules and Decisions 2007 8 38
Getting it Right 8 135
Collection of Minor Methods 2 213
Plain Minor Methods 5 129
Treble Dodging Minor Methods 3 139
Collection of Principles 3 60
Rung Surprise etc to end 2007 2 24
Spliced Minor Collection 7 24
Grandsire Compositions 5 6
10 Bell Compositions 5 73
12+ Bell Compositions 3 97
Collection of Universal Compositions (for T D Major Methods) 1 30
Videos/DVDs 0/22 3/29
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Ringing Centres Committee
The emphasis during the year has been on 

the reassessment of the requirements of the 
established Ringing Centres and the ways by 
which the committee is able to help them 
attract and teach new ringers. Three of the 
committee resigned at the Council meeting in 
May and the continuing members were unable 
to meet to reallocate responsibilities and collect 
committee papers until August. At that meeting, 
besides electing a new Chairman and co-opting 
Janet Edwards to our numbers, a plan of action 
was agreed to explore ideas for supporting the 
work of existing Ringing Centres, including the 
collection of course notes and teaching aids, 
and of hopefully attracting more Centres to 
operate within our terms of reference.

We agreed to arrange a series of regional 
meetings with the intention that these would be 
opportunities for us to discuss some new ideas 
with the Centres and for them to advise us of 
what they would wish to see from ourselves. 
We hope that these discussions can include the 
use of any money allocated by The Founders 
Company to support Ringing Centres. We 
understand that this would still be available on 
our recommendation for its effective use.

We are conscious that whilst we wish to raise 
the number, effectiveness, standards and the 
professionalism of all Centres, we do not wish 
to burden them with unnecessary administration 
or control and would wish to proceed forward 
with the approval and co-operation of the 
present active Centres if at all possible. We see 
advantages in Centres being able to be aware of 
and copy the practices and workings of other 
Centres with perhaps the ability to combine 
their strengths and to be represented by one 
body for particular matters such as grant 
applications. But such may require standards to 
be fixed and guarantees available as to the 
quality of teaching.

A News Sheet designed to give information 
as to Ringing Centre activities was prepared 
and distributed with the intention that future 
editions should receive contributions from 
Centres direct and include details of their 
successes and plans and perhaps featuring 
some of their students.

A Marketing Strategy was prepared and 
distributed to all Centres with the intention of 
stimulating further thought into the operation 
of Centres. The committee wishes to pursue 
other suggestions to assist the attraction and 

retention of ringers. The Public Relations 
committee would be contacted in connection 
with this to see if there was a justifiable need 
and the best way for it to be progressed.

The Founders Company offered a prize to 
encourage the growth of Young Ringers groups. 
The committee agreed that this should be 
offered for new and original ideas for attracting 
and retaining young ringers. The competition 
would be announced in 2010 with the winner to 
be declared at the Council meeting in Derby.

By the end of the year our database of 
Centres, contacts and facilities were updated 
but we do ask for us to be notified of any 
amendments (especially to Email addresses), as 
we would like to stay in contact with each 
Centre on a regular basis and Email is a 
convenient way of doing this.

NORMAN MATTINGLEY (Chairman)
CHRISTINE BALDOCK (Secretary)
ALAN BENTLEY
ROGER BOOTH
LESLIE BOYCE
JANET EDWARDS (co-opted)

Ringing Trends Committee
See Figures 1-6 overleaf

The Committee met in February 2009 and 
have maintained contact electronically since 
then. At the Council meeting in May one of the 
existing four members stood down leaving just 
three permanent members. In addition, Jennifer 
Holden, who is not a member of Council, acts 
as a consultant. Over the last two years she has 
carried out an important piece of work on 
University Societies and the findings are 
presented in this report. Against the background 
of an ageing (but active) ringing population it is 
refreshing to see these results.
Survey Results

Last year graphs were presented which 
reflected responses from just under 7,000 
ringers. Since then responses have been 
received from four more societies, the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild, the Essex Association, the 
Sussex County Association and the Yorkshire 
Association. As a result we now have 
information covering nearly 12,000 ringers. We 
are very grateful to all of the Societies involved 
in this survey for their considerable help in 
assisting with data collection and inputting 
information into spreadsheets.

All of the data received over the last year 
continues to be consistent with earlier data in 
showing a trend towards a much older ringing 
population with 62% of ringers over the age of 
50. 54% of ringers are male and 46% female. It 
is interesting to note that some towers have all 
female bands. The age range of ringers is 
shown at Fig 1. These figures are compared as 
percentages with information from the 1988 
survey at Fig 2, In the 1988 survey just 17% of 
ringers were over 40 when they learnt to ring 
and 58% were less than 20 years old, current 
figures show that 34% were over 40 with 43% 
under 20. The difference is demonstrated in Fig 
3, which compares figures obtained from the 
1988 survey with those of today. Of the ringers 
that have responded so far nearly a quarter of 
them have been ringing for less than 5 years. 
The age of people learning to ring over the 

previous three years is consistent with earlier 
information and is shown at Fig 4.

All of the current information has been 
reconciled with the base data received from 
each area.

Over a third of ringers surveyed have retired 
as shown in the graph of ringers’ occupations at 
Fig. 5. The upsurge of peal and quarter peal 
ringing during the week, together with weekday 
outings demonstrates how many retired ringers 
spend their leisure time. Information from 
Andrew Craddock of pealbase.co.uk indicates 
that fewer people ringing more peals is the 
current trend and information on average ages 
of peal ringers indicates that the average age of 
peal bands has gone up significantly over the 
last fifty years. Improved health and more 
leisure time amongst those who are retired are 
also factors and greater wealth means people 
are more mobile than they were before.

There are 79% of tower captains over the age 
of 50 with 20% between 25 & 50 and just 1% 
under the age of 25. The state of ringing in 
towers surveyed remains the same as last year 
with 68% of bands steady or prospering. There 
are many towers particularly in rural areas that 
have no band and more work is needed on this 
aspect.

University Ringing
University ringing societies are being used as 

an indicator for ringing amongst university 
students and a questionnaire survey of university 
societies in the United Kingdom has now been 
virtually completed using questions similar to 
those of the main ringing trends questionnaire 
together with other questions particular to 
university societies.

There are three kinds of societies: active, 
touring only and non-active. Non-active 
societies exist in name or by use of a contact, 
who connects students up with local towers 
and/or retains documents related to previous 
incarnations of the student society. The Open 
University and Welsh Colleges are touring 
societies. Active societies practice once a week 
in some form. Some societies share practices, 
two societies are responsible for two towers, 
one society for three towers. Of the practices 
reported on for the questionnaire 146 people 
attended of whom 76% were members of the 
university societies. The total number of bells 
under university ringing societies is 128 (plus a 
12 bell mini-ring owned by Southampton 
University Society). This information gives a 
figure of 1.25 ringers per bell in university 
society towers. The proportion of students 
attending practices is around 2/3. The majority 
of ringers attending university ringing society 
practices are between 20-25 years of age, with 
more males than females.

The main course type being taken by 
university ringing society student members is 
undergraduate studies (72% of all students). 
The courses undertaken by student ringers 
are mainly sciences and engineering (75% of 
all students), followed by humanities (13%). 
The subjects of courses taken by students are 
shown in Fig. 6. The high number of science 
and engineering disciplines mirrors the 
results of the main survey of ringers in the 
UK as a whole.

Advertise in
The Ringing 

World
Call  

Chris Darvill  
on  

01264 366 620
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The majority of ringers in university societies 
learnt to ring under the age of 30 with the 
largest proportion learning to ring under the 
age of 12. 63% of ringers attending university 
society practices learnt to ring under the age of 
20. 57% of ringers at university society 
practices have been ringing less than 10 years, 
of 79 new learners just under half are still 
ringing. Qualitative research shows that this 
relatively high retention rate is due to being 
able to ring with people of a similar age and 
active society social scenes. As one University 
of London Society fresher remarked “I never 
knew there were so many other young 
ringers.” Over half (55%) of ringers who ring 
with university societies have a ringing relative. 
Ringers who ring with university societies have 
opportunities to ring methods at all levels, the 
majority of societies ring surprise. Peals have 
been rung by 50% of university society 
members and quarters by 76%. Seventy-three 
percent of ringers at university society practices 
ring with another tower or association at some 
point during the year.

University ringing practices are not just 
attended by students. The longer established 
societies have non-student officers to assist the 
student officers and also provide a source of 
assistance and continuity. Six societies are 
represented on the Central Council. Universities 
play an important part in the training of young 
people providing opportunities to progress in 
ringing terms and to take on positions of 
responsibility while the ringing societies also 
ring for Sunday services. The outlook for 
young ringers from the position of university 
societies is mainly optimistic. However, by the 
nature of their members university societies are 
subject to fluctuating membership numbers, 
with a student being in a location for three or 
four years and then, often, leaving the area. 
Conversations at SUA with society officers 
from societies in different situations (prospering, 
staying steady, declining numbers, starting off) 
show that the opportunity to socialise with 
other university societies is useful, but formal 
courses were thought not to have the potential 
to be useful.

The next steps for the University Trends 
work are to chase up the final questionnaires 
in order to produce an article for The Ringing 
World and the University Societies 
themselves. From the results of the 
questionnaire further investigations will be 
planned using individual surveys and 
qualitative methods to investigate specific 
findings concerning retention, recruitment, 
officers and post-university ringing careers. 
The information obtained to date will be 
shared with the Education Committee.

Conclusion
The Ringing Trends Committee decided last 

year that, because of the consistency of the 
information obtained so far, that once all of the 
results from Phases 1 & 2 had been analysed a 
final report would be prepared. Work will start 
on this shortly.

The plan for the future is to undertake some 
sample surveys of individual ringers and 
possibly undertake wider surveys to get a 
view of what encourages ringers to ‘stick’ 
with ringing. In addition, a fuller picture of 

Figure 1: Ringers responding to the survey by age and gender (Number surveyed = 11.700)

Figure 2: Comparison of ringers’ ages

Fig 3. Comparison of age that ringers started ringing
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city centre ringing is considered essential. To 
move some of this forward it is planned to use 
online surveys.

Information obtained from this survey is 
shared with the Ringing Foundation, CC 
committees and ringing societies in general.

BERYL NORRIS (Chairman)
ALISON HODGE
STEPHEN ELWELL-SUTTON

Towers and Belfries Committee
Three meetings were held during the year, at 

Evesham, Wingrave, and at Christ Church, 
Oxford.

Jim Taylor, Chris Povey, Bernard Stone, 
George Dawson and Peter Bennett retired  
on rotation at the last meeting and all were 
re-elected.

We have received enquiries from all around 
the country during the year, and also from 
Australia and New Zealand. Some of these 
require a simple reply and some require more 
but we have also completed inspections and 
submitted written reports in respect of five 
towers. Some of the enquiries were in respect of 
the possibility of installing new ringing peals.

The committee’s major event of the year was 
the Seminar on Sound Control held at Duffield 
in September. Mike Banks is owed particular 
thanks for doing all of the hard work; thanks 
also go to Alan Frost and George Dawson for 
supporting him on the day. The event seemed to 
be well received and was attended by ringers, 
bell advisors, architects and surveyors etc., 
from all around the country. There seems to be 
sufficient interest to warrant running the event 
again and so we are planning to do so in the 
London area this September 25th.

We have not been able to carry out any tower 
movement surveys during the year but we have 
just one request outstanding and intend to 
complete this one and restudy another during 
2010. The restudy is a trial to verify predicted 
tower oscillation against actual.

The committee has been represented at 
several meetings during the year, between 
English Heritage and the CCCBR, and the 
Church Buildings Council and the CCCBR. In 
order to save time and expense, these meetings 
have now been combined, with the cooperation 
of EH and CBC. For those interested in the 
subject matter discussed, the Secretary always 
publishes an account in The Ringing World.

Peter Bennett had observed that the remains 
of a timber ship in Newport (Mon.) was being 
surveyed by electronic equipment, and 
wondered if this could be used to survey timber 
bell frames for archive purposes. We are aware 
that EH have decided not to pursue a similar 
approach but Peter had studied the Newport 
equipment and method, and produced a report 
for the Committee. Members felt that it was 
worth pursuing but costs and other practical 
considerations seemed to rule it out; at least for 
the time being.

The Committee has also researched the 
current situation in the trade (as far as it could), 
with the use of non-metallic clapper shafts. It 
seems in general that experiments are still in 
progress but with small bells as well as large; 
clappering problems being common with both.

Fig 4. Age range of learners over last three years

Figure 5: Occupations

Figure 6. Courses Taken by Students. UG: undergraduate e.g. BA, BSc, MSci; PGT: post-graduate 
taught e.g. MA, MSc; PGCE; PGR: post-graduate research: PhD, DPhil.
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Following the tragic death of a churchwarden, 
arising from a fall from a vertical iron ladder 
whilst accessing a bell tower, members 
considered how best the situation might be 
addressed. The favoured advice was that vertical 
ladders should be avoided wherever possible but 
there were ways of offering protection to users 
of these, depending on local circumstances.

Maintenance courses were arranged by The 
Bath & Wells Association and The Salisbury 
Diocesan Guild, and instruction given by the 
Chairman and Alan Frost. The committee feel 
that this work is important and if Guilds and 
Associations are unable to arrange speakers/
instructors for their own courses, we will try to 
make a member available.

The committee’s website continues to be 
monitored, and we are content with the advice 
that it offers at this time.

We are not aware of any particular problems 
with rope supply other than the long delivery 
period. We are aware of at least two people who 
have made some ropes and are trialling them at 
the moment. We would like to think that at least 
one of them is able to develop their trial into a 
full scale operation.

J. M. CLARKE (Chairman)
M. D. BANKS
P. S. BENNETT
G. A. DAWSON
A. DEMPSTER
A. J. FROST
W. K. JONES
D. KIRKCALDY
C. M. POVEY
A. J. PRESTON
A. G. SEMKEN
B. J. STONE
J. R. TAYLOR

Tower Stewardship Committee
Introduction

The Tower Stewardship Committee was 
formed in 2006, in response to a perceived 
need to offer guidance in the general areas  
of tower management within the wider 
community recognising Church and Common 
Law. Membership is drawn primarily from 
those with an interest in the Committee’s 
work. We’re fortunate that this has drawn 
members who also bring valuable quali-
fications and experience to the work of  
the Committee.

Guidance Notes
A key outcome of the Committee’s remit has 

been the production of a set of Guidance Notes, 
as follows:

GN1 Insurance and Ringing
GN2 Tower Management
GN3 Child Protection in Towers
GN4 Tower Safety and Risk Assessment
GN5 Church Law
GN6 Fire Risk Assessment and Protection

All Guidance Notes are reviewed annually. 
At the time of writing, updated versions of all 
Guidance Notes (2009 – revision 3) are being 
uploaded onto the Central Council website.

Child Protection
A major focus for the Committee over the 

past 18 months has been previewing the 
implementation of the Government’s 
Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups legislation. 
We are indebted to Chris Mew for his work on 
this – liaising with relevant government 
departments, the House of Bishops and other 
ecclesiastical bodies, drafting recom-
mendations for ringers, publishing frequent 
updates in The Ringing World, and presenting 
summaries to the Central Council. Our sense 
is that communication to the ringing 
community has been timely and comprehensive. 
We have communicated these recommendations 
in a variety of ways – through the Central 
Council website, through The Ringing World, 
and through email shots to association 
secretaries.

Website
Peter Trotman has been enormously helpful 

in keeping an up-to-date and fresh look for the 
Committee’s work. All Guidance Notes can be 
found there, along with any supporting 
documents and guidelines; all Reports to 
Council are there; there are contact details 
(including photos!) of all Committee members; 
cross-referenced links are good, enabling 
visitors to find our material through a variety 
of links.

Meetings
The number of meetings varies from year 

to year – always at least two, and occasionally 
four meetings per year. Since the 2009 
Central Council meeting in Worcester, the 
committee has met twice. Members of the 
Committee are very comfortable with 
electronic communication, and a lot of work 
happens between meetings via email.

Other work
The Committee has offered advice to a  z
number of towers on such subjects as child 
protection, noise abatement regulations, 
dealing with complaints and how to 
complete risk assessments.
The Committee is always willing to share  z
information on these various subjects, and 
is willing to attend association meetings, 
etc. to give presentations on them.
The Committee maintains valuable  z
communication links with other Committees 
– in particular the Public Relations 
Committee and the Towers & Belfries 
Committee.
The Committee also maintains com- z
munication links with other relevant bodies, 
such as EIG (Ecclesiastical Insurance 
Group).
We are presently looking into the production  z
of two further Guidance Notes:

GN7 – Noise (in alignment with advice  ɶ
already provided by Public Relations 
and Towers & Belfries)
GN8 – Planning Applications. ɶ

Conclusion
From small beginnings in 2006, the Tower 

Stewardship Committee has carved a valuable 
niche in the provision of practical and timely 
advice in its areas of expertise. As well as 
being pro-active in offering assistance, we 
are also very open to suggestions and 
recommendations from all areas of the 
Central Council regarding our remit, our 
communication methods and any other 
component of our work.

CHRISTOPHER O’MAHONY (Chairman)
DAVID BURGESS
JANET EDWARDS
CHRIS MEW
ERNIE RUNCIMAN
ROBERT WOOD

Bell Restoration Committee
The Committee met three times in 2009; in 

London in February, in Worcester in May 
during the Council weekend, and in London 
in October.

Child Protection & Bell Ringing
Always have two adults present when children are  

being taught
Invite parents of any trainees to come and watch a 

training session before allowing their child to start to 
learn. Require a parent to attend the first training 

session and ensure that the parent fully understands 
what is involved in learning to ring

Make sure a parent is responsible for delivering the 
child to and collecting the child from the tower

Ask parents to sign a ‘permission to learn to ring’ form
Keep an attendance register

Be aware of the insurance position for children
Never allow children up amongst the bells apart from 
an initial demonstration visit if it is safe to have one

For tower outings get parents to sign a detailed 
permission form. Organisers should be aware of 
Health and Safety and other issues: for example,  

it is inadvisable for a child to travel alone in a car with 
an adult

Managing External Pressures
The Tower Stewardship Committee of 

the Central Council has compiled a number 
of leaflets that offer advice on how to 
manage external pressures that may affect 
bell towers and bell ringers. They cover 
the following areas:-

 Tower Management  z
 Child Protection in Towers  z
 Church Law in Relation to Bells  z
 Fire Risk Assessment  z
 Insurance and Ringing  z
 Tower Safety and Risk Assessment  z

These leaflets can be found on the 
Central Council web site at:

http://www.cccbr.org.uk/tsc
For further information, contact the 

Chairman of the CCCBR Tower Stewardship 
Committee:

Christopher O’Mahony
Uppingham School,
Uppingham,
LE15 9QE
01572 820661
cdo@uppingham.co.uk
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Membership
There have been several changes to the 

membership and composition of the Committee 
during the year. Sadly, Carol Hardwick, our 
Chairman, died in September after a courageous 
fight against cancer. Many tributes have been 
paid to Carol both for her personal qualities and 
for the work that she has done in many aspects 
of her life, not least in connection with ringing. 
The Committee has felt her loss very deeply. 
Robin Shipp has now taken over as Chairman 
and his place as Secretary has been taken by 
Peter Wilkinson. Laith Reynolds offered his 
resignation to the Committee in October due to 
his involvement with the purchase of Taylors, 
Eayre and Smith Ltd. and to avoid any possible 
conflict of interest which may have arisen. This 
was reluctantly accepted but with thanks to 
Laith for all his work on the Committee. Jay 
Bunyan was co-opted to the Committee at the 
same meeting.

Ian Oram will stand down at the 2010 
Council but will make himself available for re-
election. We were delighted to hear that Jackie 
Roberts has reconsidered her intention to stand 
down at the 2010 Council.

Provision of Information and Advice
We continue to maintain contact with parishes 

and individuals across the United Kingdom, 
and occasionally from overseas. Mostly, these 
are requests for general fundraising advice but 
we are also pleased to receive news of ongoing 
projects. We had more than 65 contacts during 
2009 and these included 31 initial contacts. In 
addition to contact by telephone, email and 
letter, Committee members also make visits to 
parishes where such contact is thought to be 
useful. One such visit was made last year and 
was much appreciated by the parish concerned. 
We still provide a service for searches using the 
FunderFinder system and it is pleasing to note 
that the level of both enquiries and searches 
shows a slight increase from last year. During 
2009 we received 32 enquiries (21 in 2008) and 
completed 12 searches (9 in 2008).

Information useful to parishes and/or 
ringing societies continues to be notified 
widely through the pages of The Ringing 
World. During the year such matters included 
Gift Aid, the requirement for charities to 
provide a statement of public benefit and the 
Give As You Earn scheme.

We continue to work on updating the 
Appendices to “Organising a Bell Restoration 
Project” with the intention of publishing these 
on the website. This will help us to ensure that 
the information can then be updated as often 
as necessary.

A useful “How to Fundraise” website has 
been identified and a link has been included 
both on the CC website and also on the Ringing 
Info website.

Administration of Funds
As reported previously, no further grants 

will be made from the Manifold Trust. Two 
grants were paid during the year and two 
outstanding grants remain to be paid on 
completion of the work.

Two grants offered from the Central Council 
Bell Fund in past years have now been paid on 
completion of the projects and two further 

grants remain outstanding. Despite the fund 
remaining at a relatively low level, it was 
decided that applications for grants should be 
invited as the money deposited in the fund is 
receiving very little interest due to the current 
economic circumstances and is, effectively, 
losing value. A notice was published in The 
Ringing World setting out the criteria for 
making grants and inviting applications by 17th 
January 2010. We were pleased to accept the 
donation of a large number of the remaining 
Oranges and Lemons prints from the ASCY 
and SRCY. These will be offered for sale at 
suitable opportunities with proceeds to the 
Central Council Bell Fund. The continuing sale 
of Jigsaws has, once again, made a valuable 
contribution to the Bell Restoration Fund. The 
Committee wish to record our thanks to the 
ASCY and SRCY for their kind donation of the 
prints and to Stella Bianco for generously 
donating the proceeds of Jigsaw sales to the 
Central Council Bell Restoration Fund.

In accordance with the terms of the Fund, 
the Fred E Dukes International Bell Fund 
offered the following grant: St James Anglican 

Church, Menangle, NSW, Australia: £2,500. 
One grant to All Saints, Fourways, 
Johannesburg, South Africa was paid; one 
grant remains outstanding and one grant has 
been withdrawn as, despite continued efforts 
over a significant time, no contact with the 
applicants had been possible. Further 
applications for grants have been invited.
Future Work

Sadly, some work in progress was lost due to 
the untimely death of Carol Hardwick in 
September and this has delayed completion of 
some projects.

Work continues to make the considerable 
amount of material in paper form that the 
Committee has acquired available in a 
downloadable form on the website. This will 
support the information in the booklet 
“Organising a Bell Restoration Project.” As has 
been mentioned, the appendices for the booklet 
are also being revised with the intention that 
they, too, will be available on the website.

As stocks of the OABRP booklet are 
beginning to run low, the Committee will, in 
liaison with the Publications Committee, revise 
and bring up-to-date the text of the booklet 
with the intention of printing a revised edition 
before existing stocks run out.

The Committee is preparing a checklist to 
assist parishes when considering and comparing 
estimates to help ensure that like for like 
comparisons are made.
Committee Members

ROBIN SHIPP (Chairman)
JOHN BARNES
JAY BUNYAN  

(Co-opted from October 2009)
KEN DAVENPORT
CAROL HARDWICK (until September 2009)
KATE FLAVELL
IAN ORAM
LAITH REYNOLDS (until October 2009)
JACKIE ROBERTS
PETER WILKINSON (Secretary)

Report of the Stewards of the 
Carter Ringing Machine Collection

A stock list of all the items of the collection 
updated towards the end of 2008 proved 
invaluable in labelling all the artifacts belonging 
to the Council when the company of Taylors, 
Eayre & Smith went into administration in 
September 2009. In mid October UK 
Bellfounders Ltd. began trading from the 
premises and indicated their desire to have the 
Museum return to its former layout. In view of 
the upheaval involved, the Machine has not 
been demonstrated recently, but it, and all the 
other effects, have been taken care of.

The death in December 2009 of Barry Ward, 
(a Steward of the Collection for several years) 
leaves a serious void in experienced maintenance 
and operational personnel.

It is hoped that in the summer and autumn of 
2010 the demonstrations of the Carter Ringing 
Machine will be resumed at the Bellfoundry 
Museum. Two of the former Stewards have 
offered assistance in training.

ALAN BERRYCarol Hardwick who died in September 2009

Robin Shipp, the new Chairman of the  
CC Bell Restoration Committee
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Report of the Steward of the 
Rolls of Honour

The two Memorial Books are kept in their 
display case at St Paul’s Cathedral; they are in 
good condition and the pages are regularly 
turned.

The website has received a good deal of 
attention during the year; a complete overhaul 
of how the Great War information is stored was 
completed to match that of the more recently 
added WWII details. A large number of 
photographs have now been added, mainly of 
cemeteries. Great thanks are due to Peter 
Trotman for his work in this respect.

I would particularly like to thank Yvonne 
Cairns for her continuing help in this project 
along with David Underdown, a ringer from 
Putney who works at the National Archives. 
David has been researching particularly the 48 
soldiers commemorated in the Great War Roll 
that we have not yet been able to identify and 
we are now much closer to identifying some of 
these because of his work.

A number of ringers and non-ringers have 
been in contact either enabling me to add more 
details or asking for information about those 
listed – this has increased since the information 
has been made available on the website.

An article was published in The Ringing 
World in early November 2009 which looked at 
memorials to ringers in a number of towers 
across the country.

The Great War volume was removed 
temporarily towards the end of 2009 in order to 
obtain professional advice on the addition of 
more pages. The advice received was that the 
book was a wonderful example of bookbinding, 
leather bound with vellum pages, amongst the 
best seen, and that the addition of more pages 
would not be satisfactory as it could damage 
the book. In view of this I have considered how 
those that continuing research will reveal 
should be commemorated; some 63 names  
have been found since the last addendum was 
written and I anticipate that there are still a 
large number that will be brought to light  
over time.

The Commonwealth War Grave Commission 
(CWGC) continues to commemorate those 
newly found in the same way it has since its 
formation. Perhaps the best example of this is 
the building, in 2009, of the new Fromelles 
(Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery in which 
the remains of 249 soldiers have recently been 
buried. The cemetery was the first built by the 
Commission in over 50 years and has been 
built to the same high standards of the existing 
CWGC cemeteries that date from the 1920s to 
the 1950s. All the soldiers have individual 
graves and all were buried with military 
honours. Standard CWGC headstones are 
currently being prepared.

I feel that we should follow the lead of the 
CWGC and therefore believe it would be 
wrong if we commemorated newly identified 
ringers who died in the Great War in a different 
way to those that we have remembered already. 
I propose that the Central Council commission 
a new Great War Memorial Book, to be made 
to match the existing book in all respects and 
that, in due course, additional names be 
handwritten to the same high standard of those 

already recorded. This will ensure that future 
names will be commemorated in the same way 
as in the past.

I intend to raise funds for this book from 
ringers and towers across the Country, thereby 
increasing ringers’ awareness of the Rolls of 
Honour. I ask Council members to support this 
proposal. ALAN REGIN

Report of the Stewards of the 
Dove Database

The rate at which changes are made to the 
data within the database underlying Dove seems 
not to diminish: in February 2010 we passed 
the milestone of 11,000 changes made since 
March 2003 (the earliest routinely stored update 
that we have on file), some three years after 
Edition 9 was published. This represents a rate 
of more than four altered entries each and every 
day over the last seven years. Each reported 
change is not only carefully scrutinised for 
authenticity and probability but also recorded 
so that any subsequent question arising as to its 
accuracy or origin can be answered. This 
makes it a significant and time-consuming task. 
So also is the concomitant need for self 
consistency of the data: it is inherently error-
prone. For example, we try to remove indication 
of a practice night when we learn that the bells 
are undergoing restoration … and then we have 
to try to remember to put it back once we learn 
that the job is completed. All this work is 
carried out by John Baldwin on the underlying 
database.

Many thanks go to Tim Jackson for keeping 
a watchful eye on every change made (and also 
suggesting some that need to be made) and for 
ensuring that wherever possible any 
inconsistencies that do remain are identified 
and speedily eliminated. For those which we 
fail to spot, please accept our apologies and let 
us know about them, and do so quickly. Thanks, 
too, go to Ron Johnston for his continuing 
expertise, and to Sid Baldwin for his most 
valuable work on the software behind our 
internet presence. It is our perception that, 
altogether, being a Dove Steward must be one 
of the most onerous of CC tasks that is 
performed on behalf of the Exercise.

Similarly the large amount of proto-National 
Bell Register data now instantly available via 
the internet is also kept as accurate as possible. 
As installations change, with new bells 
replacing old ones, and as overhauls and 
augmentations are carried out, this too seems to 
be a never-ending job, quite apart from the as 
yet far from completed task of adding data that 
is still missing. Interestingly, there still remain 
(at the time of writing) four 6-bell and ten 
5-bell rings for which we do not have even a 
tenor strike note (let alone its nominal). We 
leave the question of precisely which those are 
as an exercise for the reader; there is an easy 
way of doing just that: try going to the Dove 
website and working out for yourself how to do 
such a search. Are they all unringable towers? 
While we leave that to you to answer for 
yourself, being unringable shouldn’t necessarily 
mean that a tenor cannot be sounded and its 
note ascertained. If one of these instances is a 
tower near you, or in the area covered by your 

association, do please see if you can make good 
that deficiency. Among the larger number of 
noteless 4-bell towers, two would appear to 
practise regularly and so there can be little 
excuse for that information not being determined 
and submitted to us.

Those who watch the Dove webpages closely 
and the changes that take place will have seen 
that since our last report to Council, we have 
added data about bellframes. Taken together, 
we confidently believe that the database 
information, and the data taken from it for 
display on the internet is, as we enter 2010, 
more comprehensive and accurate than it has 
been at any time in the past. For that we pay 
tribute to the untiring efforts of those who 
regularly feed us the necessary information, for 
that too is an essential part of the process. We 
are grateful, too, to The Ringing World for 
their reminders about the facility and the aim of 
having accurate, comprehensive, and up-to-
date details.

As has been mentioned on previous 
occasions, the underlying database is a DOS 
product but, demonstrably, it is still ‘fit for 
purpose’. During 2009, progress continued to 
be made on developing a more modern basis 
for what is now a sizeable corpus of information 
(more than 35Mb) and which should be 
extremely useful to the Exercise for years to 
come. All this development work is being 
done by John alongside keeping the present 
design in step with developing needs as they 
emerge and all of the data changes referred to 
in the preceding paragraphs.

Finally we are acutely aware that the time 
has come for another printed edition of Dove 
even though the data is readily available via the 
internet. To that end we have had discussion 
with the Publications Committee and are very 
much hoping that such can be available in time 
for the Christmas 2010 market. We hope that 
would-be readers are equally aware that the 
next printed copy, whenever it appears, will 
inevitably be out of date by the time a copy 
reaches the first purchaser’s hands!

JOHN BALDWIN
TIM JACKSON
RON JOHNSTON (co-opted)

HAVE You MADE A WILL?
HAVE You HAD A WINDFALL?

oR JuST CoME INTo MoNEY?
Would you like to help the worthy cause of 

bell restoration?
Your local ringing association will have a bell 
restoration fund and will be delighted to hear 

how you can help them.
The Central Council Bell Restoration Fund also 
needs money to help with national (and even 

occasionally international) projects.
Most charities get substantial amounts of their 

income from bequests. Very little is left to 
bellringing causes, and it is time this changed, 

to build on the good work started with 
Millennium money.

To find out how you can contribute or how to 
include bell restoration in your will, contact

Mrs Kate Flavell
7 Kings Avenue, New Malden, Surrey KT3 4DX

Tel: 020 8942 1662
E-Mail: flavells@f2s.com
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Rescue Fund for Redundant Bells
The full name of the charity is:-
CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH 

BELL RINGERS RESCUE FUND FOR 
REDUNDANT BELLS

The charity is not incorporated. The 
constitution derives from rules adopted on the 
29th May 1979 and amended on the 26th May 
2008 and registered with the Charity 
Commission on the 22nd October 1979. The 
Charity’s registration number is 278816.

The principal address of the Charity is that of 
the secretary namely:-

8 LEBANON GARDENS, LONDON 
SW18 1RG.

The principal object of the Fund is to advance 
the Christian religion by the rescue of redundant 

bells for the purpose of their being rehoused 
elsewhere for ringing in churches.

The Trustees of the Fund are the members of 
the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers 
Committee for Redundant Bells namely:-

The Revd Dr. J. C. Baldwin
R. J. Cooles
A. J. Frost
I. Hastilow
R. Lewis
J. Newman
The Honorary Secretary is: R. J. Cooles
The Honorary Treasurer is:  

The Revd Dr J. C. Baldwin.
The Trustees’ report of the Fund’s activities 

for the year ended 31st December 2009 is as 
follows:-

As contemplated last year the schemes with 
loans extant at Wickersley (South Yorkshire), 

Moseley (Birmingham) and Northampton 
needed to be brought to a resolution. 
Wickersley decided that the proposed scheme 
could not go ahead for the foreseeable future 
and the redundant bells from Highfield were 
accordingly passed to the Keltek Trust and, on 
the initiative of this Committee, three of the 
bells were then passed on to St. John’s Merton 
in the diocese of Southwark to form part of a 
new ring of eight.

St. Mary Moseley decided to go ahead with 
the scheme but using different bells. The 
Cradwell Heath bells previously secured for 
them were thus passed to the Keltek Trust and 
the loan refunded.

The Northampton project proved more 
intractable. The parish was unable to repay 
the loan and it fell to the Fund to dispose of 
the bells at a time of depressed scrap values. 
However, it was fortunate that the new 
proprietors of Taylors Bell Foundry where 
the bells were stored were able to broker a 
sale of the bells to Eijsbouts Foundry for a 
sum sufficient to repay the Fund’s loan. 
Sufficient was paid promptly to enable the 
remaining individual loans to the Fund to be 
repaid. At the time of writing the balance 
remains outstanding but it is anticipated to be 
paid shortly.

Hanley has been the source of some drama. 
The hope expressed in the last report that the 
future of the ring of ten bells was secure was 
dashed when the Conservation Officer of 
Stoke City Council ruled that the bells could 
not be removed. The only alternative was for 
the bells to be bricked up in the tower on the 
conversion of the church to secular use. 
Despite this apparently unalterable decision 
the Stoke and Stone ringers plunged into 
battle again and at the time of writing this 
report the hope is that the decision may yet 
be reversed and the bells removed for re-
hanging at Stone. A campaign to help achieve 
this and the possibility of a loan from the 
Fund to assist in the cost and removal may 
well be necessary.

Once Hanley is settled the Committee hopes 
to resume co-ordinating arrangements with the 
Rescue Fund of the Keltek Trust to maximise 
the potential of ‘rescuing’ redundant bells.

The Committee is ever grateful to those 
ringers who have undertaken to provide loans 
for the Fund and they are always quick to 
provide a generous response when loans are 
requested. As always the promises of loans are 
welcome and the Committee hopes Council 
members will consider offering loans by so 
notifying the Treasurer.

R. J. COOLES (Honorary Secretary)
J. C. BALDWIN (Honorary Treasurer)

The on-line  
Dove's Guide  

for Church Bell Ringers  
can be found at:

dove.cccbr.org.uk/home.php
Updates to your tower's information  

(such as change of practice night) are really 
helpful to potential visitors.

Also – do please supply full details of  
your bells if not already shown.



The Ringing World’s
Centenary Celebration

Saturday  
26th March 2011
in Westminster

Put the date in your diary 
NOW!

1911 2011


