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OUR AIM.

I t  is cu s to m a ry , w h e n e v e r a  new  jo u rn a l  m ak es  its  
ap p earan ce , for th o se  resp o n sib le  for its  b ir th  to  offer som e 
e x p lan a tio n  to  ju stify  i ts  e n try  in to  public  affairs, or to  
m ak e  a n  apo logy  for tre sp a ss in g  u p o n  th e  p ub lic  no tice . 
L i t t le  e x p lan a tio n , w e  feel, is n ecessary  to  ju s tify  th e  
co m in g  of The Ringing World in to  a  sp h e re  in  w hich  th ere  
is a  d em an d  for a  jo u rn a l w h ich  sha ll record  fa ith fu lly  an d  

1 p ro m p tly  th e  d o ings o f th o se  en g ag ed  in th e  p u rsu it of 
bell-ring ing .

I f  l it tle  e x p lan a tio n  b e  n ecessary , still less is th e re  need  
for apology. W e  do n o t h e s ita te  to  say  th a t  th e  leg ion  of 

; b e ll-rin g e rs  th ro u g h o u t th e  co u n try  h ave  long been  aw aiting  
a  jo u rn a l  w h ich  sh a ll b e  in  th e  tru e s t  sense a  “ n e w sp ap e r,” 

j w h ich  sh a ll reflect th e ir  opin ions, w h ich  sha ll k eep  th em  ‘in 
: touch , w eek by  w eek, w ith  th e  d o ings o f th e ir  co lleagues 

th ro u g h o u t th e  co u n try , and  w hich  sha ll c a te r  for a ll g rad es  
of th e  E x e rc ise — for th o se  w ho  a re  s tru g g lin g  w ith  the  

i e a rly  difficulties of .G ra n d s ire  D o u b les  as  well a s  for those  
w ho h av e  reach ed  th e  goa l of am b itio n  in  th e  ach ievem en t 

■ of L o n d o n  S u rp rise  o r C a m b rid g e  M a x im u s ; for th o se  w ho 
I a re  only upo n  th e  th re sh o ld  of those  in tr ic a te  m ath em atica l 
I p ro b lem s in C om position  a s  w ell as  for th o se  w h o  a re  
j s teep ed  in th e  science, a n d  w hose d e lig h t it is  to  revel *in a 
j m aze of figu res co m p lica ted  e n o u g h  to  tu rn  th e  b rain  of 

th e  u n in itia ted .
W e  fu lly  recogn ise  th e  serv ice  w hich  h as  been  done in 

th e  p a s t b y  o th e r  jo u rn a lis tic  en te rp rise s. E ffo rts  involv ing  
self-sacrifice h av e  b een  m ad e  b y  m en  devoted  to  th e  A rt, 
b u t th e re  n ev er w as a  tim e  w h en  r in g e rs  gen e ra lly  felt th a t  
th e ir  req u irem e n ts  w ere m o re  in ad e q u a te ly  m et th a n  th ey  
a re  to -day , a n d  ye t b e ll-rin g in g  w as n ev e r m o re  in  th e  
a scen d an t th a n  a t  th is  m o m en t. G re a t fea ts  a re  b e ing  
accom plished , w h ich  a  few  y e a rs  ag o  w ere  u n d ream ed  of, 
com posers a re  co n s ta n tly  c o n q u e rin g  new  w o rld s, ye t th e  
in te res ts  o f  r in g e rs  a re  b e in g , to  a  la rg e  ex te n t, neglected . 
I t  w ill b e  o u r en deavour, w ith  th e  co -operation  of th e  
r in g e rs  th em selv es , to  rem e d y  th is  position  o f affa irs , and  
it is  because  o f th e  d e m a n d  th a t  ex is ts , an d  o f w hich  we 
possess am p le  ev idence, th a t  w e  feel n o  apo logy  need be 
proffered  in  s te p p in g  in to  th e  a re n a  to -d ay  an d  appealing  
fo r th e  s u p p o rt o f  c h u rc h  b e ll-rin g e rs  th ro u g h o u t th e  
co u n try .

W h a t  is  to  b e  o u r  a im ?  W e  in ten d  to  u se  o u r  co lum ns 
for th e  in fo rm atio n , th e  in s tru c tio n , an d , w e hope, th e  
e lev a tio n  o f a ll w ho  tak e  a n  in te re s t in  th e  A rt of C h an g e  
R in g in g  a n d  in  th e  b u s in ess  an d  social side  of th e  o rg an iza­
t io n s  w hich  p ro m o te  th a t  A rt. T h e re  a re  tw o  th in g s  in the.
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A Bell founding Family 
for Two Hundred Years
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ARNOLD BRADLEY TAYLOR 
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‘ The R inging W orld  ’ was fo u n d ed  in the year 1911 b y  John Sparkes G oldsm ilh , who remained Us proprietor and editor until his death in 1942.

No. 2605 Vol. LV II FR ID A Y , M A R C H  24, 1961 U S S S S n V ! 8d.

T H E  F A M IL Y  L IN K

B y  F r e d e r i c k  S h a r p e  
President of the Central Council

T N  very few walks of life is there so much friendliness as 
in the A rt of Ringing. It is one of the outstanding 

features which impress newcomers to the Exercise, and 
is a constant source of amazement to the laity. A t any 
gathering of ringers this is at once apparent, and onlookers 
often express surprise a t the interest we take in each other 
and of the knowledge we have of one another’s activities. 
This is chiefly due to the influence of ‘ The Ringing 
W orld,’ for our ringing journal has probably done more 
than anything else to knit together ringers into one big 
family. I t is the one means by which we are able to ke'ep 
in close touch with each other.

Today we celebrate our Golden Jubilee, and we do this 
in a spirit of great thankfulness, not only for the survival 
of our journal after passing through many crises and 
vicissitudes, but also in gratitude that it has progressively 
improved during the past half a century despite severe 
handicaps.

On March 24th, 1911, Mr. Jam es Sparkes Goldsmith 
published the first number, and with very few exceptions 
publication has been continuous. Mr. Goldsm ith owned 
and edited the paper until his death in 1942, when its 
ownership was acquired by the Central Council. Its affairs 
are now managed by a committee of the Council, under 
the able leadership of M r. J. F. Smallwood. The influence 
of ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ on ringing cannot be over­
estimated. Reports of peals and of o ther ringers’ progress 
create a stimulus to greater efforts by many more. They 
arouse the initiative to compete and excel.

Of the many arts practised in the M iddle Ages, few have 
survived, and notably am ong them is the A rt of Ringing. 
For generations it was passed on like a true folk art from 
father to son, with no text books o r standardised form of 
instruction. Yet, in its simple form, it spread throughout 
the length and breadth of the land. The 17th century saw 
the birth and growth of change-ringing, and this received 
its first great impetus through the excellent pioneer work 
of the early ringing societies, and through the writings and 
publications of men like R ichard Duckworth and Fabian 
Stedman.

The 19th century saw the founding of diocesan and 
other territorial associations of ringers, the birth of the 
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers, and a further 
great expansion of our art. The need for a ringers’ journal 
became apparent. Several publications appeared, and did 
much good work, but none of them survived. It needed 
a man with courage, foresight and personality to  produce 
such a journal. Fifty years ago James Sparkes Goldsmith 
rose to the occasion, and the influence of the paper he 
founded was never greater than it is today.

The value of our journal in keeping ringers in touch 
with one another was probably never more vital than at 
the time of M r. G oldsm ith’s death, occurring as it did du r­
ing the grim years of the second W orld W ar, and during 
the wartime ban on ringing. A t this time of crisis the 
journal was saved for the Exercise by the prom pt action 
of those who with outstanding courage and determ ination 
undertook the responsibility for its continued, publication, 
and few realise the magnitude of their task. The Exer­
cise owes a tremendous debt of gratitude to Messrs. E. H. 
Lewis, G. W. Fletcher, A. A. Hughes and the late R. 
R ichardson, who acted so wisely immediately after Mr. 
G oldsm ith’s funeral.

‘ The Ringing W orld ’ is a specialist paper, catering 
exclusively for the relatively small section of the public 
interested in bells and ringing. This creates problems not 
encountered in the ordinary course of journalism. Its 
readers, too, have many and varied interests in the different 
branches of our art. They also range from the raw recruit 
to the most advanced ringer. One of the most difficult 
things is to keep a true balance to suit the majority and 
yet to meet the needs of all in the limited space of 16 
pages, and within the available financial resources. O ur 
E ditor and ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ Committee have these 
problems constantly before them, and to them also we owe 
a great debt of gratitude. The finances of the paper, too, 
create a constant need for vigilance, and have often been 
a great source of anxiety. We are not likely to receive 
an attractive take-over bid from a national newspaper.
‘ The Ringing W orld ’ belongs to the Exercise, and is run 
by ringers for ringers. Its existence is o f vital importance 
to us a l l : without it we should lose contact with each 
other. We need greater support. We need the support 
of all ringers. A  much greater circulation would make 
possible the publication of more technical articles and 
reports, and our journal would have a much wider appeal 
in consequence. We look forward to a new decade with 
confidence, desiring even closer ties with the Church it 
is our privilege to serve, and in gratitude for all past 
blessings.
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HOMAGE TO THE FOUNDER AND EDITOR 
FOR 31 YEARS

\ T  the com paratively early age of 64 the 
ringing Exercise lost a  111.1 n w ho was 

both  u good ringer and  a t the same time 
a  good journalist, two qualities which are 
com e by only once in a generation.

Born on January 13th. 1878. a t Southover, 
Lewes. Sussex. John  Sparkes G oldsm ith was 
the fourth  generation to  become a  ringer. 
His father, w ho was parish clerk a t South- 
over. died when John was quite a boy, and  
his m other took over the duties o f parish clerk 
and started  John on the right road by allowing 
him to  toll the  bell fo r deaths and funerals. 
As soon as Jack was old enough (in her 
m ind) she alm ost insisted that he took up 
ringing. A n ap t pupil. Jack was soon to 
ring  his first peal at the age o f 15. when he 
rang the treble to G randsire Triples on April 
8th, 1893. to  be followed by three m ore peals 
the same year. 1898-99 were Jack 's m ost 
prolific years fo r peal ringing, fo r by the 
end o f  1899 he had rung 132. At the time 
o f his death his to tal had reached 463.

In 1901 he took part in a tour of Ireland. 
&nd called the first peal of Surprise rung out 
o f  England. This band consisted o f John 
Buffery. William Short. George R. Pye, Isaac
G . Shade. W illiam H. Barber. John  S. G old­
sm ith. E rnest Pye an d  W illiam Pye.

W ith several ringing papers becoming 
defunct and  th? gradual decline in quality o f 
‘ The Bell News.' John G oldsm ith decided 
to  s ta rt a  new ringing paper, bu t n o  one 
would venture on such a  task unless he was 
not only sure of him self but was also capable 
o f  handling the not inconsiderable problems 
th a t arise in the publication o f a paper. A fter 
m onths o f hard work the first issue of ‘ The 
R inging W orld ’ was published on M arch 
24th, 1911. F our days la ter the founder of 
' The Bell News ’ (Hervey Reeves) died, having 
been ed ito r for 30 yeans.

The background fo r this enterprise came 
from  his previous journalistic training. He 
served his apprenticeship in Sussex an d  from  
a n  Eastbourne paper went to W oking in 1903, 
and was eventually in charge o f ‘ The W oking 
News an d  M ail.’ I t was no t long before a  
colum n for bellringers made its appearance 
in the paper. ' The W oking News and M ail ’ 
belonged to the W oodbridge Press. L td.. and  
he persuaded them  to be the printers of 
‘ The Ringing W orld .’ T hroughout the 50 
years they  have been the only printers o f the 
journal.

R IN G E R S ’ DA Y  
F our m onths afte r th e  first issue Jack G old­

sm ith  proved that he was no t only a  ringer 
and a journalist but a lso  an organiser o f some 
degree. W ith the  Festival o f Em pire in  full 
swing a t  the Crystal Palace, London. Jack 
organised a  ’ R ingers' D ay,’ which proved an 
outstanding success, ringers a ttending from  all 
over the country.

Although the C entral Council a t their m eet­
ing a t  W hitsun. 1911, refused to recognise 
’ The Ringing W orld ,’ he was by no means 
dism ayed, and it is true to  say that he gave 
the Exercise by far the best report of any 
C entral Council m eeting up to that time.

W hen W orld W ar I broke out, Jack  had a  
very anxious tim e, as ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ 
was only just beginning to establish itself, and 
therefore had  to  find o ther w ork. A fter 
giving typing and  shorthand lessons, he was 
appointed  to  be in charge of the W oking Food  
Office, and was la ter with the In land Revenue 
Com m issioners.

W ith the creation o f the G uildford  Diocese 
in 1927. M r. G oldsm ith was one o f the lead­
ing lights in the fo rm ation  o f  the G uildford

JOHN SPARKES GOLDSMITH  
1878-1942

D iocesan G uild of C hurch Bell R ingers, ou t o f 
the old W inchester D iocesan G uild, in the 
following year. He was the founder secretary, 
with the late M ajor John Hesse, as M aster. 
In 1936. upon his resignation as secretary, he 
was appointed a  vice-president o f the G uild. 
U nder his guidance the Guild was very firmly 
established. H e was elected an  honorary  m em ­
ber o f  the C entral Council in 1927 and re­
m ained a  m em ber until his death.

T he tercentenary, of the b irth  of Fab ian  
Stedm an occurred in 1951 and M r. G oldsm ith 
prom oted, through ' The Ringing W orld.' a 
m em orial, which took the form  o f the resto ra­
tion of the bells a t  St. Bene't’s. C am bridge, a t 
a  cost of over £500. The money was collected 
through ‘ The Ringing W orld.'

‘ A G R E A T  A D V E N TU R E  ’
The m ain break he had  from  the cares of 

editorship  occurred in 1934. with the visit of 
English ringers to A ustralia. The party  in­
cluded W . H. Fussell and R upert R ichardson. 
The story o f this to u r he wrote, mail by m ail, 
for ' The Ringing W orld .’ an d  it was a fte r­
wards published in book form  under the 
title  ‘ A G reat A dventure.’ Thirteen peals 
were rung, six being on handbells at sea.

Jack  always regarded as an outstanding per­
form ance in his ringing career the peal of 
G randsire C inques at St. P aul's C athedral. 
M elbourne. He was still weak from  a bad  
a ttack  o f influenza when he was called upon 
to  conduct the peal, the band being composed 
of six tourists an d  six o f the local band.

He had o ther sea trips later, his last being 
in 1938, when he went to  Egypt. He was a t 
sea a t the time o f  the M unich crisis—a

wireless message was received, ordering the 
ship home at full speed, with all lights out.

On the ou tbreak  of W orld W ar II John 
was placed in charge of W oking Food Office. 
A lthough that was a  full time job he still 
found time to  write h is leading articles and 
supervise the ' make up ’ o f ' The Ringing 
W orld.'

Early in 1941 he entered hospital fo r a 
serious operation, which was a success. In 
N ovem ber of th a t year he attended the annual 
d inner of the College Y ouths, a t which he 
proposed the principal toast, but com plained 
afterw ards o f not feeling well. Returning 
home he took to  his bed for some days, 
la ter resum ing w ork a t the F ood Office.

H IS LAST R IN G IN G  
The last ringing J .S .G .  did was on Sunday, 

D ecem ber 14th. 1941. at H orsell, Surrey. The 
occasion was the 200th anniversary o f the 
dedication o f  H orsell church bells. The war­
tim e ban prevented the church  bells being 
T ung , but mem bers o f the G uildford Diocesan 
G uild were invited to  take part in the service 
and ring handbells during  it and after its close. 
Tea was served in the Vicarage, and before 
leaving the ringers rang ano ther touch for the 
benefit o f M rs. W oodard (the wife o f  the 
Vicar), who had missed the ringing in church. 
The ringers were A. C. Hazelden 1-2. A. H. 
Pu'iKng 3-4. J . S. G oldsm ith 5-6. M rs. Hazelden 
7-8.

In February he was taken seriously ill and 
shortly  afterw ards resigned from  the  Food 
Office. A large num ber of W oking people 
subscribed and presented him with savings 
certificates. The ringers of England showed 
their affection and  esteem by subscribing over 
£500. Before his final operation  he left a 
note to  M r. J . A . Trollope thanking him  for 
his services to the ‘ R .W .’, particularly  since 
the w ar and especially during  his Mness. 41 
can now tell you that the paper has never 
really been a financial success. . . Once m ore, 
old m an. a thousand thanks fo r all your kind­
ness and  for your friendship.’

His death took place on  June  1st. 1942. and 
it was a t Pvrford. where his wife is buried, that 
h :s funeral took place. H om age to  his 
m em ory will be paid there, on  June 17th next, 
by the ringers of England. There will also  be 
a service in G uildford  C athedral, where the 
sanctus bell to the crypt chapel is a  m em orial 
to  him from  the G uildford  Diocesan G uild, 
which he served so well.

He m arried in Septem ber. 1903, Miss Louise 
Baker, and  her sister m arried the noted Sussex 
ringer. Mr. K eith H art. F o r m any years of 
their m arried life she was an  invalid and his 
loving devotion and  tender care towards 
her was adnvrcd  by his friends. His sacrifices 
on her behalf were many. She died in 1938, 
leaving a  ■ on and  a  daughter.

One o f  the last letters he wrote expressed 
the hope that he would be . ab le to  attend  
the wedding o f the present honorary  secretary 
o f the Central Council, bu t he unfortunately 
died 12 days before.

F . I . H .

BEST CONTRIBUTION
M r. C. Wa/llater. Willerfhall. w rites: ‘ The 

best contribution to  ringing during  the past 
50 years is the continued publication of “  The 
Ringing W orld.” ' He regards the greatest 
ringing event during the period the  ringing of 
the Bristol Surprise M ajor record a t  Over.

# C H U R C H  # 
C L O C K S

NEW ELECTRIC OR HAND-WOUND 
INSTALLATIONS—ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

EX ISTIN G  HAND-W OUND 
CLOCKS C O N V ER TED  TO  
E L E C T R IC  D R IV E  
Inspections & Estim ates Free JOHN SMITH & SONS -  DERBY
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THE TOWER OF JACK GOLDSMITH’S EARLY RINGING 
AND HIS COMPANIONS

By G E O R G E  P. ELPH IC K
C O U IH O V E R  can justly be proud o f  two 

th in g s: ils hells, which are the finest ring 
o f ten in Sussex, and having produced one of 

t the most outstanding ringers o f  this century— 
•_ the man to whom tfte whole Exercise owes a  

debt that cannot be m easured—John Sparkes 
Goldsm ith. The church and tower, as many

• members .of the Exercise know, were very near 
to the heart o f the late John S. G oldsm ith, and 
are situated on the southern edge o f  Lewes, 
the county town of Sussex.

Soulhover is outside the old town wall and 
by the grounds of the ruined St. Pancras' 
Priory, rhe original church seems to have 
been dedicated to St. Pancras, being no doubt 
a timber structure o f Saxon w orkm anship, and 
is considered by some authorities to have stood 
where the infirmary chapel o f the Priory was 
later built. T he  stone altar o f this chapel still

i  remains am ong the overturned walls o f  the 
ruins. The Priory when com pleted must have 
been one o f  the most magnificent in England, 
as it was 420 feet long and had a vaulted ceil­
ing above the high altar. 93 feet high. In  1537, 
when it was razed to the ground by o rder of 
Thomas, Lord Cromwell, it possessed five great 
hells.

O LD  TO W ER  FE L L  D O W N
I I  The parish church of St. Jo h n  th e  Baptist. 
^ SouLhcvor. lies a few yards to  the west o f the 

G reat G ate of the Priory  and retains a  12th 
century arcade between the nave and  south 

v.afcJe. The first record o f  a  tow er is in 1620 
. where an old m ap shows one a t  the south-east 

corner o f (he ohurch. A s to  bells hung in 
the old :owcr there is a  record that the treble 
was the gift of R ichard C olbrond soon after 
1510. The churchw ardens’ accounts o f 1560 
confirm the presence o f  three bells an d  in  the 

: following year a  ring o f four. By 1697 the 
bells were in a  bad  way as was the tower, 
and the following year, on Sunday m orning. 
February 6th, the o ld tow er fell.

' I t is assumed th a t the bells were un ­
harmed for we find th a t it took tw o m en a 

, dnv to  lower them . In  1714 the foundations 
of the present western tower were laid and 
the building was carried  up to the first loft a t 
» cost of 1240 The tower, now 58 feet high, 
is as steady as a  rock, being bu ilt o f  chalk 
faced with brick and  having two stone 
buttresses. The work appears to  have been 
carried out by W. Stephens, a m ason, w ho cut 
his name an d  the date. 1714, on a  stone a t the 
top of the north  buttress.

It was not until 1738 th a t the parish 
decided to  finish building the tow er and  a t 
the same time to recast the four old bells and 
add two new ones. The four old bells weighed 
31 owt.. and when recast with the new bells 
Provided a ring of six. with a tenor of 15 cwt.
19 qr. 21 lb.

CAST AT W H ITEC H A PEL
These bells were cast by Samuel K night a t 

the celebrated W hitechapel foundry in 1738. 
the year before his death. Samuel, w ho was 
the last o f his line, learned his trade a t  his 
father's foundry a t Reading and commenced

• founding on  his own in 1689. Between 1708 
and 1710 he moved to  London and took over 
the W hitechapel foundry. T he fram e and  
fittings were m ade by R obert C atlin . a 
carpenter and bellhanger by trade, who suc­
ceeded to  Samuel K night's business a t his 
death. If  his bells are  a clue to  R obert’s 
character/ he was a thorough, neat and tidy 
workman, as well as being an  excellent ringer. 
'° r  his nam e is m entioned several times in 
the peal Kook of (die College Youths.

By 1778 tw o m ore bells m ust have been 
added, for H is recorded that on July 15th 
that year the first recorded p e a l on the bells 
was rung by seven ringers from  H orsham  and 
fames W ilson from  Cuckfield. T he m ethod 
was G randsire Triples and was conducted by 
Thomas Limtott, the leader o f  the H orsham  
band.

Benjamin Burfield has the honour o f  being 
» ' e earl'est local ringer to  be know n by name, 

having learned to  ring in 1820 when he was 
•9 years old. A  cobbler by trade, he lived a t

T H E  C H U R C H  O F ST. JO H N

51, Priory Street, quite near the church. He 
lived to  see a  great change, fo r in 1839 the 
bells were recast by Thom as M ears. A fine 
ring of eight, with a tenor o f  17 cwt. 1 qr.
20 lb. in E. was provided an d  the 3rd and 
seventh were m aiden bells.

O P E N IN G  O F BELLS 
The bells were opened on M onday. O ctober 

28th. 1839, a t 11 a.m . by the local ringers. 
In the afternoon a quarter peal o f G randsire 
Triples was rung by a  band from  Brighton, 
conducted by a  M r. Tester, and th is was 
followed by touches rung by bands from  
Uckfield. W aldron an d  Chailey.

I t  w as ito the  Swan Inn  th a t the ringers 
returned fo r dinner ait 5 p m . This m ay seem 
at first sight la th er strange to all who have 
rung a t  Southover as the K ing's H ead is 
regarded as the bell-ringers' inn. The K ing 's 
Head is to  us. even to this day. ‘ Jack’s’ hom e, 
the home o f th e  first editor. John  Sparkes 
G oldsm ith.

Among the com pany of seventy- o r eighty 
were both  churchw ardens as chairm an and 
vice-chairman. M r. Eagles an d  M r. John 
V errail. who gave the fifth  bell, the L ord  of 
the  M anor. M r. W illiam VerraH. w ho gave the 
seventh an d  tenor, and  the founder. Thom as 
M ears. W e have a po rtra it o f Thom as M ears 
in the ringing cham ber and by the  twinkle in 
his eyes it appears th a t he knew how  to 
e n jo v ' himself. His presentation  o f eight 
handbells to  the G uild was the surprise of 
the  evening. These bells were soon pu t to 
good use. changes being rung on  them .

TH O M A S G O LD SM ITH  
Mr. Thom as G oldsm ith, the newly-elected 

parish clerk, was one o f the  com pany. He 
possessed a copy of Shipway's Treatise on 
Ringing, which is now in the library o f the 
G uildford  Diocesan G uild. He was a  wheel­
wright by trade, having his workshop opposite 
the church where now  is a  jobbing builder's 
sm all yard. His son, John G oldsm ith, fol­
lowed his father's trade and was the  first 
licensee o f  the K ing’s H ead.

The next record o f local ringers’ nam es is 
on the earliest peal board  rem aining in  the 
tower. U nder th e  date D ecem ber 6th, 1869, 
it records a peal o f  G randsire T riples (H olt's 
Original) by the Lewes Society o f  Change 
Ringers. The names on the board a re : T. 
G oldsm ith 1, J. Brooks 2. C. W arner 3, J. 
Priory 4. J . G oldsm ith 5, J. Box 6, J . A cton
7. C. W ren 8. T he ringers o f the 3rd and 
6th were Brighton m en and  J. Brooks cam e 
from  Chailey. This infers th a t the others 
were Soathover men.

Thom as G oldsm ith was then 65 years old 
and th is is the only record we have o f  his 
having rung a  peal. Three years later, A nn, 
his wife, died a t the age of 70 years. Thom as
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also  died w hen he had reached his three 
score years and ten, on A pril 12th, 1875. and 
was buried alongside the tower o f his beloved 
church, leaving his son, John, w ho rang  the 
fifth  in the 1869 peal, to  carry on.

JO H N  SPARKES
On January  13th. 1878, John  was presented 

w ith a son by Em m a, his second wife, who 
was a  Devon wom an. He was ohristened John 
SparkeS; his second C hristian nam e being his 
m other's m aiden nam e. Little d id his parents 
dream  o f the vital p a rt h e  would be called 
upon to play in the Exercise. O f h im  it m ay 
be tm ly  said that he had ringing in  his blood.

Between 1883 and 1885 Southover was caught 
on  the whirlpoo.1 o f restoration  so  prevalent 
a t  th a t time. The church was enlarged by 
m eans o f  a new chancel, the o ld  gallery a t the 
west end was removed an d  the church 
reseated with oak pews. A bout this time the 
young ringers could no t see eye to  eye with 
the old. The old were content with call 
changes and  tihe m em ory of the old G randsire 
band, fo r ringing was on  the ebb, whilst the 
younger generation were am bitious to learn 
change ringing. T he ringing fraternity  th rough­
o u t the land was in a  sta te  o f  turm oil, and 
ou t o f  it came re fo rm : from  a  secular sport 
it came in to  its rightful place as a  p a rt of 
the work o f  the C hurch . In  1884 the tide 
reached Sussex and  the Sussex C ounty  Asso­
ciation o f Change Ringers was form ed early 
in 1885.

T H R E E  R IN G E R S
There were three ringers m ainly 

responsible for the revival o f ohange ringing 
a t Southover— R obert Jam es D aw e, A lfred 
John T urner and  John  Sparkes G oldsm ith.

A lfred John  T urner was born on October 
12th. 1872'. a t H alland. an d  cam e to  Lewes 

j n  1880. He rang his first peal on June  27th, 
1891. covering with the tenor to Stedm an. It 
was about this time he taught Jack G old­
sm ith to  handle a  bell, a  thing of w hich he 
w as very proud. He joined the Society of 
Royal Cum berland Y ouths in N ovem ber, 1894, 
and  rang In all 387 peals in 52 towers. H e 
was captain  o f  the Southover G uild o f  Ringers 
fo r 21 years and died in his 72nd year on 
January  30th, 1944.

The first refenerice to  young Jack  G old­
sm ith with regard to ringing is in 1887, when 
he was nine years old. special permission 
being given for his release from  Southover D ay 
School fo r a  quarter o f  an  hour on  sain ts’ 
days to  chime a bell fo r the 11 o ’clock 
service. His m other had  taken over the office 
o f parish clerk when Jack’s  father died three 
years previously and  it was she w ho insisted 
o r  inspired him to  became a ringer. In  tim e 
he learnt to  chime three b e lls : a  rope in 
each hand  and one round a  foot.

(Continued next page)
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Jack Goldsmith’s Tower—Cont.
C A LLED  FIR S T  PEA L  A T 16

Jack rang  his first peal o n  A pril 8th, 1893, 
w hen he to o k  th e  treble to  H o lt’s 10-part of 
G randsire Triples. In  {he sam e year he rang 
th e  treble to tw o peals o f Pladn Bob M ajor 
a n d  ano ther o f  G randsire Triples. I t was early 
in  the next year th a t he rang his first peal 
‘ inside ’ and soon after he ran g  his first peal 
o f Stedm an. By N ovem ber 27th he called his 
first peal when h e  was b a t 16 years old.

In  1895 he rang  in  peals o f G randsire M ajor, 
D ouble N orw ich C ourt Bob M ajo r and G rand­
sire C aters. In  the next year he  rang in 
peals o f U nion Triples and Superlative and  
m the following year added Stedman Caters. 
K ent T reble Bob M ajor, Cam bridge and  
L ondon Surprise M ajor. H e had  the distinc­
tion  o f calling, fo r the first time, a  peal of 
Superlative on his 21st b irthday a t  South- 
over. and a  few m onths after o f  ringing his 
100th peal a t  A rundel.

W hile as a  peal ringer he was outstanding, 
yet m ore outstanding was the  quality  of 
m ethods rung. AM this tim e he was working 
hard  a t his profession, for on  leaving school 
he was apprenticed to  his uncle, w ho owned 
‘ The East Sussex N ew s.’ H e developed 
in to  an  excellent reporter and an  expert 
shorthand w riter an d  typist. H e m arried  
Louise Baker a t  Southover. on  Septem ber 12th,
1903, and , o f course, a  peal was rung— Bob 
M ajor.

A T  W O K IN G
Tow ards the close o f 1903 he was appointed 

in charge of ‘ T he W oking News and  M ail ’ 
an d  soon afterw ards became the m anager. His 
opportunities fo r peal ringing became m ore 
and  m ore curtailed as the dem ands of his 
profession increased. D uring  this time he was 
weighing up the pros and cons o f publishing 
an  im proved ringing paper. H e knew the 
risk fo r he had seen two ringing oapers fail. 
F inally, on M arch 24th he first published ‘ The 
Ringing W orld.’ H e aim ed a t giving up-to- 
the-m inute news an d  punctuality in publishing 
an d  coupled w ith his fla ir fo r w riting up 
m aterial ‘ The R inging W orld ’ was firm ly 
established.

T he F irst W orld W ar b it ‘ The Ringing 
W orld ’ ra ther 'hard, bu t Jack carried on  by 
giving typing and  shorthand lessons as well 
as la ter working in  the local F oo d  Office. T o  
help over ano ther difficult pa tch  he worked for 
the  Intend Revenue Com m ission. He still kent 
in touch with his home tow er, invariably 
visiting it when in Lewes. His m other h ad  a  
very w arm  spot in Jack’s h ea rt an d  usually a 
■peal was rung a t the parish church in honour 
of her b irthday. On Septem ber 1st. 1923, 
he conducted the longest peal on Southover 
bells— 5,929 S tedm in  Caters, which he also 
com posed, being 77 times 77 changes arid 
was rung in honour o f his m other's 77th b ir th ­
day. F o r h«r 80th b irthday  a peal o f C am ­
bridge Surprise R oval was rune. In  M arch. 
1931. he had the  sad duty of laying his m other 
to  rest, near his father, under the shadow  of 
their much loved tower.

TO A U STR A LIA  
In 1934. Jack ’s great am bition was 

-realised when the A ustralian  tour took place. 
This was the first break th a t occurred in the 
leading articles o f  ‘ The Ringing W orld .’ 
There is no doubt th a t the voyage did him  
ro o d , fo r be loved the sen and liked to  * 
have trips when he  could, his last one being 
to  E gypt in 1938;
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T h e  Second W orld W ar cam e and  he went 
back to  W oking F ood  Office to  earn  sufficient 
to  keep his beloved paper going, which is a  
m em orial to  the greatest ringer Southover has 
produced, whose test ringing was on handbells 
a t  H orsell V icarage on Sunday, December 
14th, 1941. H e died a t the  age o f 64 and 
was buried alongside his wife a t  Pyrford 
church , leaving behind a  son and a  daughter, 
as well as his m em ory.

RO B ER T JA M ES D A W E 
R obert Jam es D awe, o r ‘ Bob ’ as we knew 

him , was born  a t  Bishopstone, a  sm all ham let 
between Newhaven and  Seaford. in 1870. He 
began his ringing career a t Southover in 1889 
an d  was a  carpenter and jo iner by trade. As 
a youngster he used to  tram p each week to 
R ingm er, abo u t three miles aw ay, to  learn  his 
ohange ringing from  the Rev. C. D. P. Davies, 
the curate. On' M ay 9th, 1891. he rang his 
first peal—G randsire T riples, D avies’ 10-part—  
and about six weeks later his first o f  Stedman 
Triples.

In  1892 Bob Dawe m oved to Eastbourne 
and two years la ter to  Brighton, where he 
lived for the next 12 years and began his 
great friendship w ith F rank  Bennett. H e was 
Southover’s contribution  to  the St. P eter’s 
Surprise ringing band a t Brighton and  with 
them  he rang in the first peals o f  W est­
m inster, N orfo lk , Bristol and  O xford Surprise 
M ajor ever rung.

He rang in all 483 peals, over 160 of them  
being rung a t  Southover and  conducted 23. 
But fa r m ore im portan t than  his peal ringing 
was his service ringing. H e was punctual and 
regular to  tihe last d eg ree ; he also did good 
w ork fo r the Sussex C ounty A ssociation, being 
secretary o f the Southern D istrict fo r seven 
years and a representative on the  C entral 
Council from  1909-1911. H e was captain of 
the Southover band when he  died on January  
4th. 1937.

T he Southover C hurch Bellringers’ G uild 
was form ed o n  Septem ber 9th, 1898, and this 
followed a  m eat supper provided by the 
R ector, the  Rev. W . E . R ichardson. The 
G uild’s  first m inute book records the follow­
ing ringers being p resen t: J . S. G oldsm ith, 
M. Glascoe. T . M oppett, A . J . T urner. H . 
M ockett, W . Pelling, S. W . Shoesm ith, J . F . 
Stedm an. W- Baker. G . R ichardson. R . J. 
D awe. C. Parker, J . H illm an and A. Stedm an. 
The R ector was elected president, Jack  G old­
sm ith secretary an d  A lfred J. T urner captain.

Jack  rem ained secretary until he left the 
tow n on  D ecem ber 1st. 1902. H is services 
were recognised on  February  21st. 1903. when 
he  was presented w ith a  testim onial and  a  
m arble olock in  appreciation  of all he  had  
done to  place the  G uild on a sound footing.

C O M P T O N  B IS H O P , S O M E R S E T — On Feb. 14th,
1.260 Doubles (Reverse Bartholomew, Reverse 
Canterbury, Plain Bob and Grandsire): J. Brinson 1.
H. Spencer 2. B. Peters 3, A. Hooper 4. H . Hooper 
(cond.) 5. J. L ox ton 6. An 83rd birthday com­
pliment to Mr. B. Hooper, also silver wedding 
anniversary o f Mr. and Mrs. A. Hooper. A lso on 
Feb. 24th. 1.260 St. Simon's Doubles: T. Feltham 1.
B. Peters 2, Ann W hite 3, H . Hooper (cond.) 4, I. 
Brinson 5, I. Loxton 6. Rung half-muffled in 
memoriam Mrs. Carpenter, interred this day. Also on 
Feb. 26th, 1.260 Reverse Canterbury: T. Feltham 1. 
Ann W hite (oond.) 2, B. Peters 3, A. Hooper 4 , H . 
Hooper 5. J. Loxton 6. Rung for morning service, and 
18th birthday compliment to Miss Ann White.

March 24, 1961

1911 -  1961
The years have m oved on to  Jubilee 
Since ‘ The R inging W orld ’ began to  b e ; 
A nd here we revive (am id hairs gone grey) 
The m em ory o f that launching day.

F o r ‘ U nforgettable, U nforgo tten ,’
John  G oldsm ith’s wisdom had begotten 
This journalistic enterprise,
This blessing to the Exercise.

N ow, held in the C entral C ouncil’s care,
A ll ringers should  take their rightfu l share 
In  backing the Editorial Com m ittee, 
A ppreciative o f th e ir  perspicacity.

A nd w hat o f  th e  Editorial Chair 
W hose occupant m ust full bravely bear 
T he burden of wielding the ‘ pencil blue ’ 
A gainst an occasional pro test o r two?

T o  him , a fair-m inded com m endation 
Is d u e ; along w ith real approbation  
F o r  pages, bristling w ith wide variety,
News, records, an d  com m ents too , in  satiety.

A nd if the price now  to  some seems high,
I t  could be lessened if they’d  b u t try 
O n this jubilee o f  its publication 
T o  double the jo u rn a l’s circulation!

All thanks, then, be offered to  those who strive 
T o  keep the A rt and  the Science alive 
By this weekly paper. So here’s ‘ G o  ahead ’ 
T o  ‘ T he R inging W orld ’ yet through the years 

unread!
C .C .C .

CONTRASTS
M etallic sounds invade the frosty n igh t;
’Tis winter—an d  the bells sound strangely clear. 
T heir crisp and  frantic notes attack  the ear 
From  fa r away, their message all alight 
W ith urgency—a s  if to s:rike the dark 
A nd sleeping acres with their rhythm  stark .

But now, ’tis sum m er, and  the bells go gay 
Bestir the hazy pastures w ith their song— 
T heir joyful mus e rides the hills, along 
The river bank, the woods and  fields o f  hay. 
As if to welcome sun an d  sky so blue, 
W ith sum m er breezes, gossam er, and  dew.

T he seasons com e and go. the bells rem ain, 
Rem inding us o f this, their own dom ain.

A. D. COO K.
W yohbold, D roitw ich .

SONNET
From  gnarled tower, a ttenuated  spire.
W ith crockets gay o r  broached gaunt and plain, 
The brazen arcs o f  sound rebound again 
Down squalid streets : im patient soaring higher 
To hum ble ham lets on the m ountain top, 
They weave, to cars a ttuned, the silken strands 
O f polyphonic patterns. Countless bands 
O f toiling ringers watch w ith care the d rop  
Of w rithing ropes, interpreting with skill 
(Born o f an  age of practice) bobbing s tra n d s : 
A weird fantastic dance. C an  other tepds 
Boast of the pleasure o r  partake the thrill? 
W hile G od gives me perm ission, there am  I 
Flinging His m usic to  His open sky.

H . CH A N T.

? ? ? ?  S T O P P E D  ? ? ? ?  ? ? ? ?  ? ? ? ?  S T O P P E D  ? ? ? ?
^ / / \  n I f  y o u  re q u ire  F R E E  a d v ic e  r e g a r d in g  y o u r  
/  C h u rc h  d o c k .  I t ’s time y o u  c o n s u lte d  us
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THE HISTORIAN OF THE EXERCISE WAS THE
SECOND EDITOR

BY W IL F R ID  G . W ILSON
The Exercise has always been fo rtunate in 

having am ong its m em bers people who are 
expert in one or more of those aspects which 
are  im portant to it. We m ust have, o f course, 
experts in the industry o f bell founding and 
tuning and bell hanging, but we have also had 
am ong our ranks m em bers who stood out 
am ong thetr colieagues for their skill as ringers 
or conductors in the tower, as handbell ringers, 
as solvers of those m athem atical problem s 
which confront the com poser, as an tiquarians, 
as historians, as teachers in and  ou t of the 
tower and as writers. N o  one would suggest 
th a t M r. Trollope was an  expert in  dll these 
branches o f  our a r t, bu t he was am ong the 
best in m any o f  them. In  the one which is 
p robably  o f  m ost use to  posterity, th a t is the 
ability to  write learnedly and expertly, and 
yet .readably ab o u t the Exercise, he excelled.

Jaibez Arm iger Trollope, known to his 
friends a s  Jim . was born  a t  East D ereham . 
N orfolk, in 1876. and  educated a t  King 
Edw ard VI G ram m ar School. N orw ich. W hile 
there he learnt to ring—not in the easy way 
that we do nowadays, but w ithout help from  
existing ringers. W hat attracted  him  to  bells 
and ringing? He him self did not know;— 
perhaps it was a reaction from  his strict 
chapel and family upbringing. But he has 
w ritten  that ‘ from  my earliest infancy church 
bells came in some indefinite and  m ysterious 
m anner to have had  an influence over m e.’

SELF-TA U G H T
However, he and his school friends, John 

and  George B urton, came across a  book  by 
Benjam in Lom ax <1879) called ‘ Bells and  Bell- 
ringers,’ which gave a very rudim entary account 
o f  ringing. A nd they began to w ork out 
changes experim entally before they had ever 
m et a live ringer. They taught themselves 
to handle a  bell an d  to  ring changes on three 
bells a t the 5-bell tower o f M ountergate in 
N orw ich, still w ithout m eeting o ther ringers. 
A t the same time they started  to  make a  
set of handballs fo r themselves. ‘ T he first 
a ttem pt was a  w eird lot o f  contraptions, with 
two ham m ers, one on  each side of a m etal 
plate. Jack an d  I started  fo r a  5.000 of Bob 
Singles on them , bu t we gave it up as 
altogether too m onotonous and not w orth 
while.’ (Surely still true.—W . G . W .) U ltim ately 
they m ade a set ou t o f  door bells and  cast 
the fittings ou t of zinc, a fte r wood had proved 
a failure. In January , 1893. they rang  seven 
720’s of Bob M inor on them — the first peal 
by a ll. conducted by J. A . T.

A fter th a t progress was fast. In  A pril, 
jo ined by C . E . B orrett. they rang Bob M ajor 
‘ in hand ' and  in June ano ther, com posed and 
conducted bv J. A . T .. an d  their first tower-bell 
peal, also Bob M ajor. W ithin 12 m onths, 
in addition to tower-beH peals, they had rung 
‘ in hand ’ peals o f G randsire Triples, M ajor 
an d  Caters, C anterbury Pleasure M aior. Bob 
Royal and  w hat was fo r  a long time the 
record length ‘ in hand  ’ o f  11.200 Bob M ajor, 
com posed by J. A. T .. and  conducted by C. F 
B orrett.

IN  W. PY E ’S BAND
His final peal total was between five and 

six hundred. He becam e a m em ber o f the 
well known band tha t rang at St. Jo h n ’s. 
W aterloo R oad, before the 1914 w ar. and 
between the wars was a m em ber o f  W . Pye’s 
band that rang  peals o f Spliced Surprise in all 
num bers up to  12 m ethods, a t a time when 
this was p 'oneer work.

He served in  France in the First W orld W ar 
in the Roval Corps o f Signals and  many a 
postcard o f  his from  the fron t was stopped 
by the censor, w ho did not recognise a p ;a l 
com position as quite harm less.

The a ttrac tion  that w riting had from  the 
first fo r him is show n by w hat he called his 
first ‘ very c ru d e ’ attem pt to write a  book on 
ringing. This, written in 1894-5. and ded icited  
to the record handbell peal band, is a collec­
tion c f  com positions of Plain Bob on all 
num bers, from  five to  twelve. Divided into 
sections, according to  the type o f  peal, it con­
tains. am ong other com posers' m aterial, many

J . A R M IG E R  TRO LLO PE

of his own com positions, obtained in 1893. 
when he was 16-17 years of age. N o  wonder 
th a t about 1900 he was appointed- by the 
C en tral Council as their representative to deal 
with problem s in Plain Bob.

T EC H N IC A L  W R IT ER
In  1897, aged only 21, he was elected a 

m em ber o f the Council representing the 
N orw ich Association. This would be con­
sidered young fo r these days, let alone for 
the 19th century. In  1900 he' was made an 
honorary  m em ber, a  position he retained till 
his death. His w ork fo r tha t body is best 
show n by a  list of the technical publications he 
helped to w rite : ' Collection o f Doubles, 
M inor and Triples M ethods. 1907: 'D o u b le s  
and  M inor.’ 1931 an d  1935 : ‘ P lain M ajor and  
C ater M ethods.' 1926: 'T rip le s .’ 1935: 'T re b le  
Bob Peals— M ajor to M axim us.’ 1909. His 
services were enlisted by Miss M argaret 
Snowdon and in the Snowdon series o f books 
•he w rote ‘ S ted m an ' and  ‘ Standard M ethods.' 
He was engaged on  ‘ G randsire ’ at the time of 
his death  and  this work was com pleted in his 
nam e by h is two pupils. E rnest T urner and  the 
w riter, and  published in 1948.

H e set up home with his sister in Ealing in
1904. He jo ined the Ealing A m ateur P hoto­
graphic Society and became a  silver m edallist. 
W hen 1 first m et him in 1926 he was in 
charge of the bells at Christ C hurch. Ealing, 
where he later became a churchw arden, and 
he taught Ernest T urner and me all we knew 
about ringing, and  introduced us to the 
Middlesex Association, c f  which he was a  
vice-president. V isitors to the tower were 
always am azed to  learn that the quiet little 
m an ringing rounds, or helping a beginner, was 
the J .A .T . .  whose article they had read in 
that week's * R .W .'

B R O U G H T PAST TO L IFE
His greatest w ork fo r ringing was as a  

writer— both on the scientific side and as an 
h istorian o f ringing and  ringers. He had the 
ability  to  bring the past to  life and  to  clarify 
com plicated problem s in com position. The 
am ount o f his printed work is far over­
shadow ed bv the quantity  o f his m anuscript 
volumes and I hope in due course lb precis 
extracts from  them  for the benefit o f readers 
of this paper. M eanwhile I can only give a

list of the M SS. which he left to  the C entral 
Council library and which will indicate the 
extent of his work in this fie ld :

‘ A  H istory o f Ringers and  Ringing in the 
Eighteenth C e n tu ry '— written in the ‘ grand 
historical m anner.' All bound in large quarto  
volumes—full of beautiful copperplate writing, 
with pen and ink drawings by the au tho r o f all 
the churches nam ed.

Volumes I. and II. are no t immediately 
available, but I will describe them  a t  a  later 
date.

Vol. III.— Deals with the nam e and origin 
of the A ncient Society o f College Y o u th s : 
com positions and chronology of the eighteenth 
cen tu ry : London bells and  tow ers in the 18th 
century and  the general condition of the Lon­
don Exercise in that century. <420 pages.)

Vols. IV . V and V I.—London Bells and 
Bell Towers. (618 pages. 660 pages and  640 
pages respectively.)

Vol. V II.— London Ringers and  Ringing in 
the 17th and  18th centuries. (634 pages.)

Vol V III.— Ringing in the Provinces in the 
18th century. (527 pages.)

Vol. IX.—D ealing with 18th century m ethods, 
peals, com positions, etc.. au thorities quoted, 
bells in war. indices, etc. (662 pages.)
, Vol. X .—The Clavis C am panalog ia : com ­

positions. 1750-1800: ringing a t  the end of the 
century, etc. (512 pages.)

Vol. X I.— Ringing in the Provinces a t the 
end of the 18th century. (400 pages.)

Vol. X II.— An appendix— dealing with peal 
books, rule books, peal boards, chronology of 
events and  peals, etc. (500 pages.)

BOOKS O N  C H A N G E  R IN G IN G
A  C ollection o f peals o f P lain Bob, 1894-5. 

M ethod Construction, four volumes. Bound. 
(A bout 1.000 pages.) Partly in M S. an d  partly 
cuttings from  articles in the Ringing Press.

Surprise M ajo r M ethods, two volumes. 
Com prising the history and theory of Surprise 
M ajor and a  collection of over 800 m ethods, 
with com positions. W ritten in collaboration 
with E . C. S. T n rner. (A bout 1.000 pages.)

N otes by the way and o ther articles in ' The 
Ringing W orld .’ from  1925 onw ards. Seven 
volumes.

O ne final volume m ust be m entioned. A 
Bibliographica C anipanoruni, 1935. being a  
catalogue of books, etc.. relating to bells, bell 
ringing and bell ringers. (308 pages.) All 
indexed. Showing the trem endous num ber of 
authorities from  which he had  obtained his 
inform ation fo r his history and clearly of 
g reat benefit to  future w riters in our a rt.

H is published book ‘ The H istory o f the 
College Y ouths ’ was just a  selection o f app ro ­
priate extracts from  his M S. history.

I have gone a t some length into the m atter 
o f  J . A. T .’s MSS., because it is only a  know ­
ledge c f  this which makes it possible to 
realise how he was able to keep our journal 
going, week by week, on the death o f  M r. 
G oldsm ith an d  a t a time when there was a 
ban on ringing and. therefore, no  m eetings, no 
peals, no  outings and  alm ost nothing from  
which to  produce a  weekly paper. He had 
fo r very m any years been a  close friend of M r 
G oldsm ith and  a  regular contributor to the 
Ringing Press.

ED ITO RIA L E X PE R IE N C E
In  1931. when the editor was a m em ber of 

the party  th a t visited A ustralia. J .A .T .  had 
his first experience o f editing the paper. 
During that time ‘ N otes by the W ay ’ was 
a rceular feature and a t  the end he wrote in 
‘ R .W .’ : ‘ T om orrow  the ed ito r will be back 
in England. It only remains fo r me to sav  
how much I have enjoyed the brief time I 
have been in harness. M r. W hite and  I, who 
have jointly been responsible fo r the paper, 
have worked together in the com pletest 
harm ony .’

T hus it  was tha t during M r. G oldsm ith’s 
last illness, as in previous emergencies. J .A .T .  
was able to, fill the breach  and never once did 
the paper fail to  come out. Perhaps I can end 
bv quoting from  the letter which M r. G old­
sm ith left behind fo r J .A .T . :

(C ontinued on page 193)
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THE TORCHBEARER FOR THE LAST 15 YEARS
I T  is said to be in the best trad ition  o f 

British journalism  th a t an  editor should 
be an  anonym ous figure. H ow  fa r this is 
appropriate  when the journal is a  specialist 
one is open to question, an d  indeed all three 
editors o f  ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ have been 
weM known to  ringers up and  dow n the 
country. The first two were practical ringers 
of outstanding, aH-round ability , whereas M r. 
Tom  W hite had gone far in his profession 
long before he became interested in bells. It 
is only natural, therefore, th a t few readers o£ 
this paper aan have m ore than  a  slight inkling 
of Tom  W hite’s background an d  career, known 
personally though he is to ringers in  all parts 
of the British Isles through his appearances at 
meetings, d inners and. of course, the annual 
gatherings o f  the C entral Council. O n such 
an occasion as this- it is surely appropriate  
th a t the mask of anonym ity should be lifted.

T hom as W. W hite was born  a t G uildford  
on July 22nd. 1894. the son o f T . H . W hite, 
E ditor of ' The Surrey T im es.’ He was 
educated at th e  Royal G ram m ar School, 
G uildford , an d  while he was there one o f  the 
m ost fam ous ringers o f this century. A lfred H . 
Pulling, became the school caretaker. I t is 
interesting to speculate on w hat m ight have 
haopened if  young W hite had  oome under his 
influence in those days, fo r  the band at Holy 
Trindty, G uildford , was one of the forem ost 
in the country.

A fter leaving schooJ he w ent to the W ood­
bridge Press, spending some time in the 
printing and reading departm ents before 
becom ing a  junior reporter. N o t long after 
this the F irst W orld W ar b roke out and  in 
the same year he joined the Q ueen's Royal 
Regim ent, serving until M ay. 1919, an d  being 
m entioned in dispatches. He took part in 
1915 in one o f  the fam ous landings o f the ill- 
starred  G allipoli cam paign, that a t Suvla Bay, 
and later served for three years in M esopo­
tam ia. O n dem obilisation he returned to  ‘ The 
Surrey T im es,’ becom ing chief reporter in
1923. and deputy editor in 1931. In 1946 he 
was appointed  editor o f the paper and became 
a d irector o f the W oodbridge Press, both  of 
which offices he still hclds.

IN TR O D U C T IO N  T O V 'R .W .’
M r. W hite’s connection with our art began 

in this w a y : when John  G oldsm ith knew he 
would be taking part in the historic tour of 
A ustralia in 1934-35 he was able to  arrange 
for J. A. T rollope to  contribute the front 
page articles and fo r his own daughter to 
deal with t'le notices, but to undertake the 
editorial side he approached the W oodbridge 
Press to see if they would release Tom  W hite. 
This arrangem ent continued fo r six m onths, and 
in the early days he was asked to report the 
C~}le.?e Y ouths’ dinner. M r. T rollope invited 
tvm to see the ringing th a t day at the chuncih 
r-f St. M jrv-le-Bow. Oheapside, and thus was 
born his desire to learn to  ring. A t the age 
('f 40- therefore, when a good m any of us 
fe-il d’V nolined to undertake m uch that is 

M r. W hite became a  pupil o f Alfred 
PLvling’s a t G uildford , progressing well enough 
t"> ring his first peal, G randsire Triples, in 
N ivem H er. 1937. H is to t1)! is a m odest one. 
t<’.n peals ;n the standard  men’iods. bu t. of 
■"urs". oeal ringing has been onlv incidental to 
h :s service to the Exercise. In  Jun“ , 1937. he 
was el:~v d honorary  secretary and treasurer
o  'h e  Holy T rin itv  Society, a  position he 
heH u n t’l January  this year.

AI'houKi M r. W hite’s official connection 
w  th ‘ The Ri nging W orld ’ ceased for many 
v»ars on John G oldsm ith’s return , his interest 
in the art it served thus continued to  thrive. 
He had gone to  Norwvoh w i'h  J. A. Trollope 
to report the C entral Council m eeting in 1946, 
and when the second m ajor o rcrs in the life 
r-f th'~ journal within a  few vears arose, with 
M r. T rollope’s resignation during  the m eet­
ing. the obvious course was fo r the Editorial 
C ^m nvt'ee  of th" day to ask M r. W hite to 
take over resnons'bility fo r the next few issues. 
Jt is no criticism of his predecessors to  sav 
that f 'o m  the first the hand  o f  the trained 
ioum alist becam e apparen t, and  fifteen vears 
later he continues in office with undim inished 
vigour and enthusiasm .

T H E  ED IT O R

His task has not been an easy one— indeed 
this could no doubt be said of everyone who 
has edited a  ringer’s journal. A part from  the 
unfortunate  circum stances in which he took 
over, his knowledge of the subject, as he 
confesses, was lim ited ; no back num bers were 
available, and then and fo r some years afte r­
wards paper restrictions were in force, necessi­
tating much ingenuity, particularly when the 
rush of post-war peal ringing began to  get into 
its stride, to overcome a s  far as possible the 
space lim itations. He had not had many years 
in office when the finances o f the paper began 
to cause anxiety, and the editor accepted hits 
share o f the econom ies which it fell to a 
newly-elected Editorial Com m ittee to  introduce.

V A R IO U S C H A N G ES
Various changes of h y o u t have been m ade to 

help towards these, such as the introduction 
of a  three, instead of a two, colum n page 
setting, and the use o f smaller type for 
notices and quarter peals. M r. W hite does 
not claim to be perfect, indeed he freely 
adm its that e rrors of one kind or another 
occur in m ost issues, though no t all these can 
be said to be his fault. But like his two 
predecessors he has left his m ark  indelibly on 
the character o f the paper. It would not be 
unfair to the mem ory of John  G oldsm ith to 
say that in his day ‘ The Ringing W o r ld ' 
tended to cater m ainly fo r those whom an 
august newspaper refers to as ‘ T he Top 
People.' whtle under J . A . Trollope the 
em phasis was on the im personal, and lay more 
in the h istorian 's direction— necessary, though 
m uch (but not all) o f this may have been 
during the war years. Tom  W hite has 
broadened the appeal o f the paper to a 
considerable e x te n t; should anyone doubt this 
let him  reflect tha t fo r some years past the 
weekly circulation has been 50 per cent above 
the highest reached under the first editor and 
2.000 m ore than when he took office. U n­
doubtedly some o f this increase has arisen 
from  the endeavours o f the Editorial C om ­
m ittee. and  others, in bringing home to ringers 
generally the need to  support their own paper, 
but all this would have no lasting effect if the 
reader did no t regularly find m uch of interest 
in it.

T hroughout his life, M r. W hite has been 
influenced by the C hurch and his leading 
articles have often reflected his views on the 
duties and  obligations to the Church which 
being a ringer imposes. He. himself, is very 
p roud of his association with Holy T rinity. 
G uildford , o f which he is now R ector's 
w arden. Indeed, the diversity o f his activities, 
past and present, is astonishing. F or 23 
years he has been a m em ber of G uildford 
R otary  C lub, of which he is a  past presiden t; 
he is president o f  G uildford  Chess Club—  
chess, a t which he plays fo r Surrey, he regards 
as his greatest weakness—and tie is also a 
freem ason. From  the late 1920’s he has taken 
a deep interest in social w ork, being a founder

mem ber and one-time secretary o f G uildford 
Council o f Society Service. F o r a time he was 
secretary o f  the Personal Service League, whose 
object was to  provide d o th in g  fo r distressed 
areas at a time when unem ploym ent was rife, 
an d  he held the same office on the Advisory 
Com m ittee o f the Surrey Scheme fo r Jarrow , 
as well as being a  m em ber o f the G uildford 
W ork Scheme. F o r 11 years, from  1933 
onwards, he was a  m em ber o f  G uildford 
Education C om m ittee, later serving on the 
South-W est Surrey Divisional Education  Com ­
mittee. o f which he is still a m em ber. H e Ls 
now a governor of his old school, the Royal 
G ram m ar School, and has sim ilar connections 
with the G uildford C ounty School fo r Girls. 
Stoke C hurch o f  England Secondary School 
(of which he is also vice-chairman), and  Sand- 
field Schools, c f  which he had been chairm an 
for the past 15 years.

W O R K  U N E N D IN G
So long as tiiey receive their copy of ‘ The 

Ringing W o rld ’ regularly each week, it is 
probable that few readers give m uch thought 
to  the exacting nature o f the task o f the editor 
o f a  journal such as this. F o r one thing the 
work is u n en d in g ; during  the past fifteen 
vears there has been only one in which M r. 
W hite has taken a holiday en tird y  free from 
all responsibility, for unfortunately  there is no 
ready-made deputy on the spot o r nearby, able 
and willing to  step in. Consequently, when 
he is aw ay, copy has to  forw arded fo r him to 
deal with, a  regrettable state o f affairs to 
which there appears to  be no easy answer. 
A part from  this, the round o f annual meetings, 
ringers’ dinners and. particularly the Central 
Council m eeting (which he is proud to attend 
as an honorary  mem ber), all involve con­
siderable work afterw ards in the preparation 
of reports for publication. The Exercise is 
indeed fo rtunate in having Tom  W hite to 
undertake this work. M ay he long fe d  able 
to continue.

M r. W hite m arried, in 1923. Kathleen 
D orothy Hill, daughter o f the headm aster of 
Stoke C. o f E. School. O f th d r  three children 
only the eldest. T . M ark W hite, has taken to  
ringing, and before leaving for W atford was 
conductor o f the band a t  Holy T rinity . G uild­
ford. A nother son is a  regular soldier in 
C yprus, and their daughter. Miss Alison 
W hite, is in charge o f P .E . a t Portsm outh 
N orthern G ram m ar School, and has played 
hockey for H am pshire.

E. A. B.

C O N G R A TU LA TIO N S FR O M  
CA NADA

M rs. J. C. Sullivan, o f  G alt. O ntario , who 
was a  ringer a t Basingstoke 68 years ago. when 
she was known as  Mliss Alice W hite, w rites:—

‘ I would like to  congratulate ‘ The Ringing 
W orld ’ on 50 years o f splendid w ork, which 
has kept ringers and  their doings in constant 
touch, ever ready to help old and  young in 
their work fo r the C hurch . T o  m e, with 
failing sight, it  is a pleasure to hear bells on 
the radio, for I can listen with keen interest 
at any time to  bells. D oubtless, m uch has 
changed since I rang peals in 1890, when it 
w a s ' quite an  unusual sight to  see a  young 
girl ringing tower bells. The views of the 
m any ringers are m ost interestng, and  I think 
D r.. Neal Smith and his daughter are a  credit 
to  the Exercise.

' How I miss my oolleotion of various bells. 
W hen I came here everyone m ade a lot o f 
fuss about them and though I desired no 
publicity the Press and  visitors cam e to  see 
them , with the result that I was transferred 
to a quieter wing and the bells not perm itted. 
A fter 68 years’ collecting and m any blessed by 
various clerics, one by D r. Geoffrey F isher, I 
can now only dream  about them.

‘ M y best wishes to  a ll ringers and may 
the circulation o f your paper continue to soar.’ 

R . A L IC E  SU LLIV A N .

N O TE.— M rs. Sullivan, as Miss Alice 
W hite, was the first lady to ring a  tower-bell 
peal.— Ed.
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THE GALLANT EYER-FAITHFULS -  FIRST ISSUE READERS 
WHO ARE STILL SUBSCRIBERS

A T K IN S, E. M „ Teignm outh. G eneral sec­
retary o f G uild o f  Devonshire Ringers. His 
early ringing was a t  Isham, K ettering, followed 
by that for the Cam bridge University G uild. 
F o r many years he was m entor at St. Augus­
tine's, K ilburn, and at Teignm outh he is sur­
rounded by a  group o f keen youngsters. His 
com position o f  5,040 Plain Bob M ajor is p rob ­
ably the m ost popular in the m ethod for young 
handbell ringers.

B A R K ER . A rthur D .. Wexi'.iam, Slough. Born 
1890, hon. treasurer O xford Diocesan G uild , 
m em ber o f  C entral Council since 1924. P ro ­
m inent Freem ason.

BA R N ETT, E.. C rayford . ‘ I rem em ber Jam es 
Parker and F rank Bennett paving the way for 
"  The Ringing W orld ” in London, where old 
habits died hard. F rank , w ho was then ringing 
not less than 100 peals a year, never sent 
ano ther for publication in “  The Bell N ew s,” 
and  Jim , who was ringing about 50, probably 
did th e  sam e.’

BATES, A., Farningham , Kent. Will be 75 
in A pril. Am ong the ‘ old ’uns ' he has rung 
with were the late E. Barnett, J . H . Cheesm an, 
W. W eatherstone, T . G room bridge and J. 
G eorge. H as 12 of the  old cup-shaped han d ­
bells with ball clappers.

BLACK, R obert G . (72), G eddington, K et­
tering. Started ringing at G eddington in 1902; 
rang first peal a t G eddington, December, 1911 ; 
peals to  date 135, frcm  D oubles to R oyal (con­
ducted 50). D uring 1914-18 ‘ The Ringing 
W orld ’ sent to  him on active service. From  
1922-26 secretary and treasurer K ettering 
B ranch ; 1926-49 general secretary and trea ­
surer, Peterborough G u ild ; 1926-38, C entral 
Council representative. Now trustee K ettering 
Branch, Peterborough D iocesan G uild.

BOTTRILL, W illiam, Luton. Peals, 184 (54). 
Ex-Chief Inspector, M etropolitan Police. Taught 
by W illiam W illson at Anstey, Leicester, 1906-7. 
F irst peal at Anstey, 1907. A ssocia tions: M id­
land Counties, Leicester, O xford Diocesan, 
Middlesex, Sussex. K ent, L ondon, Bedford, 
also Cum berland Y ouths. Founder m em ber, 
N ational Police G uild. Rang in first ever 
police peal (1912). first M asonic Cinques (1926) 
and Maximus (1931), first C am bridge M aximus 
in O xfordshire at Christ C hurch. O xford (1931), 
six W illiam peals, m any police peals, including 
Stedm an Cinques (1934).

BR EA R LEY . John  R. Age 75. captain  o f 
Bo>!sterstone ringers. South Y orks, since 1920. 
Peals 155.

B U D D . J. B. (82). Scarthoe. Grim sby. F irs t 
tower K naresborough. Y orks, in the mid-90’s. 
D uring 1914 and 1916 member o f St. Peter's, 
L eeds; later St. A ndrew 's and St. Jam es’, 
G rim sby; 11 years St. M ark 's, W orsley. M ost 
active period 1950-54 with C athedral Society, 
Chester, when m ore than  50 peals were rung.
‘ Well enough to serve the Church as before.' 
F irst peal G randsire Triples, Thirsk. M arch 
19th, 1910. Peal to tal 108. from  Doubles to  
Royal.

BU R N ETT, Ernest. D arlington. Learned to  
ring at Sharow, near Ripon, in 1902. Rang his 
first peal in the following year and conducted 
his second (K ent). A few years later he was 
captain o f the ringers at St. O sw ald’s, West 
H artlepool, and in 1930 moved to  K irkby 
Stephen. F or the past seven years he has been 
in charge o f  ringing at St. John 's, D arlington. 
A regular a ttender a t local meetings, his cheer­
ful friendliness m akes him a welcome visitor in 
any tower.

C LA Y D O N . F rank, E arl’s Colne, Essex. H as 
taken ‘ The R .W .’ from  N o . 1 and looks fo r­
ward to receiving it each week with the greatest 
interest.

CO C K EY . J. Lewis. Swindon. ‘ I was a 
mem ber o f the R anm oor, Sheffield, com pany at 
the time o f  the first issue, and the conductor. 
Sam Thom as, sent a quarter peal to  “  The Bell 
News,” who did not publish it. I well remem­
ber him say ing : “  Never mind, we will send 
the next one to the new paper.”  D uring 
W orld W ar I he had the paper sent to  him at 
Suez and on the Somme, and then in hosp ital.’

CO LES, A. W .. N orth  M ym m s. Hatfield. 
Past vice-president and M aster o f M iddlesex 
C ounty A ssociation and London Diocesan 
Guild.

CO X , C anon C. Carew, bo rn  1882. Learnt 
to  ring a t S tockland, D evon, taught by his 
cousin, Preb. E. V. Cox. M aster o f  Salisbury 
Diocesan G uild  since 1940, also president Cleri­
cal G uild. V icar, Lyme Regis, fo r 26 years. 
R ang 137 peals (conducted 55).

COX, Preb. E. V. (79), Axminster, Devon. 
Form erly attached to  Stockland (D evon), F en­
ton (Stoke-on-Trent), Tam w orth, Rushall (W al­
sall), Bampton (Devon), Bram pford Speke, 
O ttery St. M ary. Now unattached, but rings in 
several towers and also helps to  instruct. Sec­
retary O xford University Society, 1902-03: 
clerical secretary and treasurer. Society fo r the 
A rchdeaconry o f  Stafford, 1910-15; secretary, 
N.E. Branch. 1920-22; general secretary during 
1924; president from  1933, G uild o f D evon­
shire Ringers. Peals 144. inoludirtg one silent 
H o lt’s Original. (23).

CO X , W. T . (79), G loucester. R ang hisi first 
peal at D unsfold, Surrey, in 1903; afterw ards 
moved' to  G uildford, and m em ber o f  St. N ico­
las’ band. Rang half-muffled peal o f  G ran d ­
sire C aters for passing o f  Edward V II. Moved 
to C oventry 1912, G loucester 1940. Ringer at 
C athedral and St. M ary-de-Crypt. Rang peals 
from  G randsire to  Bristol Surprise and w ith 
M r. G oldsm ith. H opes to  ring fo r m any years 
to come.

C R O O K , Peter (75), B olton, Lancs. Started 
ringing 1905 a t St. Peter's, B olton ; later St. 
M ary’s, D eane, and finally H oly T rinity, Bolton 
(in charge). Vice-president and treasurer o f  the 
L ancashire A ssocia tion ; 35 years secretary of 
Bolton B ran ch ; C entral Council. 1927-29, 
1939-50. Peaks 481.

CRO SS. George H .. C hardstock, A xm inster. 
For m er M aster o f  Society o f Royal C um berland 
Y ouths, writes that through a  ringer, em ­
ployed by a  wholesale newsagent, he purchased 
bath  ' The Belli News ’ and  ‘ The Ringing 
W orld ’ fo r l}d . a  week! D uring  W odd W ar I 
received ‘ R .W .’ in M esopotam ia, Egypt, Bel­
gium and  France.

D E N N IS, T . Reg! laid , Cam bridge. M ain­
tained his continuous 50 years’ contact by Mr. 
G oldsm ith  forw arding copies to  him whilst on 
active service in France. In 1914 he had the 
p leasure o f  ringing the first peal o f  Bristol in 
H am pshire, with M r. G oldsm ith at Portsm outh 
when he attended his first m eeting at W inches­
ter as a Central Council representative fo r the 
Ely District.

D U F F IE L D . W illiam Lant (92). Long S tra t­
ton . Norwich. Started ringing a t the age of
17 at T harston . Norwich. Has led the service 
ringing in each village where he lived, until he 
retired about one year ago. These parishes in­
clude Tasburgh, T harston . Saxlingham N ether- 
gate and Long S tra tton . Rung about 70 peals, 
including Maximus and Royal, and a family 

.Deal with five o f his sons at Long S tra tton . 
Joined Norwich Diocesan Association in 1891 
and is a m em ber o f  the com m ittee. F o r 20 
years chairm an o f South N orfolk Branch.

D Y K E. Joseph T „ C hilcom pton. Bath. 
Bought N o. 1 copy from  a small shop near St. 
Paul's College, Cheltenham . C ontinued from  
W. H. Sm ith 's bookstall, B urton-on-Trent rail­
way s ta tio n ; then from  M idsomer N orton , 
Somerset. F rom  there the ‘ R .W .' was sent to  
him by his headm aster during  191^-18. The 
headm aster even continued to  buy It for him 
after he was posted ‘ m issing’ in 1918. A bout 
1925 he became a postal subscriber and has 
continued one ever since.

E D W A R D S, H . C „  Stony S tra tford . Bucks. 
‘ W hen our conductor, Mr. C . A. Valentine, 
showed us a letter which said th a t a new ring­
ing paper was being published, straight away 
about ten o f our local ringers ordered it. Now 
I am the only one o f  that ten left, but I still 
have my copy each week and I d o n ’t think I 
have ever missed a week.’

EVANS. J. W illiam (85), P renton. Birken­
head. Is the sole survivor o f  the band w ho 
rang a t the opening of St. Saviour's. Oxton. 
bells on May 23rd, 1895. He was then with 
eight others, including the late G . R. New ton, 
walking to  W oodchurch to  learn to  ring. After 
the opening they started taking ‘ The Bell 
News ’ and ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ from  the first 
num ber. This church had the  first all-metal 
fram e in the county, w hich was put in with the

ring o f  eight (tenor 20 cwt. 1 q r. 16 lb.) by J. 
T aylor and Co.

FLE TC H ER , E dith  K . (M rs.). Born Craw­
ley, 1891 ; started ringing at age o f 14. First 
peal (Superlative) Edm onton, 1909. Conducted 
first peal 1,910 Stedman Triples from non­
observation  bell. Founded Ladies’ G uild 1912; 
its secretary for 35 years and president for nine. 
Served on C entral Council since 1914: life 
m em ber since 1952. H er perspicacity in tracing 
G uilds and Associations which had not paid 
for their notices saved ‘ The Ringing W orld ' 
hundreds of pounds shortly after purchlase by 
C entral Council. M arried Mr. G  W. Fletcher 
in 1928.

FU R B 4.N K . E . W .. Brentw ood. Essex. Life 
mem ber Esciex Association. Rung over 300 
peals, m any wrth Pye brothers.

G O O D E N O U G H . H orace E. C ., St. Albans. 
Started to  ring in 1906 and took ‘ The Bell 
News ’ and ‘ The Bellringer ' until ‘ The Ringing 
W orld ' appeared. He has been a member o f 
St. A lbans C athedral band for 52 years and 
was its conductor for 34 years. His greatest 
thrill was when St. A lbans C athedral bells were 
augm ented to  12 on  M ay 6th, 1935.

G O O D SH IP, G ilbert R . (73), Burstsll Hill. 
Ipswich. H as rung 119 peals. L earnt to ring 
a t St. G iles’, Reading, joining O xford Diocesan 
Guild 1905. Served in Berkshire Yeom anry and 
Royal Berks in W orld W ar I. Joined Irish 
Association in 1919; M idland Counties 1921 
(instructor and forem an, B asford); College 
Y ouths 1924: K .C .A . 1925; Middlesex 1925 
(instructor, H arrow  W eald, and instrum ental in 
rehanging bells and augm entation to  eight); 
L ittle M issenden 1938 (instructor and forem an 
when bells augm ented to  six in 1948); Suffolk 
Guild 1955 (instructor, Offton, 1959). To all 
tow ers he w ent as instructor and started new 
bands from  scratch.

H A IR S, F rank I, G room bridge, Sussex. 
Helped Jack G oldsm ith  for some time before 
the first issue by distributing handbills and 
generally m aking the  ‘ com ing event ’ known 
in London.

H A R D IN G . G ilbert H .. Trow bridge. W as 
secretary o f Devizes Branch a t  time of first 
issue and  cycled round the Branch with 
specimen co p e s  o f the first issue. M ntto of 
‘ Ringing W orld ’ then was ‘ to publish news 
when it is news, not history.’

(C ontinued next page)

Historian Of Exercise— Cont.
‘ My dear Jim ,— In  case anything -un­

expected happens to  me, I am leaving this 
no te  to tell you how deeply grateful I am  
to you fo r all you have done fo r ‘ The 
Ringing W orld.' at all times, but particu­
larly since the war and especially during mv 
illness. 1 know  you will say you do not 
w ant thanks, but w ithout you a t  this m om ent 
there would no: have been a  “ R.W .” ; s*o that 
not only my thanks but the thanks of 
a ll ringers are your due.'
Until he gave up the editorship, in 1946. a t 

a time when he was affected by the illness 
from  which he died in 1947. aged 71. he con­
tinued to m aintain as ed itor the high standards 
which all his life he had set himself. A t the 
tim e of his death , th a t o ther great h istorian  of 
our a r t, Mr. Ernest M orns, w ro te : ‘ I was 
truly am azed a t the great am ount o f da ta  he 
had m ost assiduously collected. H is whole 
life m ust have been spent in visits to  the 
British M useum , and  o ther sources of inform a­
tion. and 1 should  say no one ever pu t so 
m uch time and energy into this side of our 
a r t. His work too on the practical side is too 
w e'l known fo r me to reiterate and his know ­
ledge in the field o f com position was bound­
less. . . his collection o f  MSS. books and 
records . . . are priceless and  irreplaceable.'

Those o f us w ho realise the difficulties in­
volved in keeping going a weekly paper, 
especially during the war-time ban, will know  
th a t there is no exaggeration in the last w ords 
o f  our first ed itor and we can best show our 
thanks and appreciation by continued and in ­
creasing support o f  ’ T he Ringing W orld .' 
which, since its acquisition by the C entral 
Council in 1942, has been truly ‘ our jo u rn a l.’
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First Issue Readers—Cont.
H A Z EL D EN . A. C ., o f G uildford . C on­

vener. Biographies C om m ittee. C en tral C oun­
cil. F irs t contact w ith ringing in 1896 a t 
Sundridge. K ent. F irst peal. St. L aw rences. 
Seal C hart. 1900: moved to  G uildford  that year 
and  o ther peak  follow ed with great rapidity.

H1BBINS. Ernest G eorge. Born in  S tam ­
ford. Lines, 1889. Employed 46 years by 
Brit ish Railways. Elected mem ber o f Ely D io­
cesan Association July 8lh. 1911. Served as 
peal secretary, Ringing M aster, on Diocesan 
and C am bridge D istrict com m ittees. P e a ls : 
tower, 203 (London and Bristol S. M ajor, 
G randsire and Stedm an Cinques and Cam bridge
iS. M aximus) (96); handbells, 10. Regular 
ringer at G reat St. M ary’s, Cam bridge, aftd 
M aster o f th e  Cam bridge Youths.

HISCO TT. W. G ., Addington, Liskeard. 
Cornwall.

HOLM ES, W . T,.. Welwyn G arden  City. 
Born Skelton-in-Cleveland, N . Y orks, 1888, and 
joined Cleveland and N . Y orkshire Association 
1907, ringing 28 peals with them . At Cocker- 
m outh, 1914. re-form ed C um berland A ssocia­
tion and rang 11 peals for them . Since 1936 
lived Welwyn G arden City. President H erts 
C ounty Association 1956-57; rang eight peals 
for them. Still rings fo r service every Sunday.

H O R TO N ; Bert <73), W olverham pton. Started- 
ringing in 1904; joined the Society fo r the 
A rchdeaconry o f  Stafford jn 1905 and is 
now an honorary  m em ber. R ung abou t 250 
peals, called a few, and had the honour to ring 
in some early M asonic peals.

H O U G H , Sidney, sen. (82). H as been a t­
tached to  St. John-the-B aptist's, K nutsford, 
since 1895. Rang fo r all national occasions 
since diam ond jubilee o f Queen V ictoria. 
T rained local call-change ringers in to  change- 
ringers and he conducted first peal by local 
band in 1912; also fo r his golden wedding, 
when in addition  to  him self band consisted o f 
three sons and two daughters. C hairm an for 
m any years of S tockport. Bcwdon and M ot- 
tram Branch, o f  which lie is now  a life member.

H U G H E S , A lbert J .. Bangor, Caerns. L earn t 
to  ring at Smethwick and rang first peal in 
1900; retired front peal ringing in 1941 for 
health reasons. Rang 265 peals. M ember o f
13 different Associations. Left Birmingham for 
London and later went to  Bangor. D istrict 
secretary o f  N orth  W ales A ssocia tion ; twice 
M aster, and  Central Council representative. 
Rang in first peal o f Royal by a M dsonic band, 
first o f C am bridge Royal in W ales and first o f 
London Surprise in Dublin. Still attends belfry 
when able to  help and instruct.

H U M PH ER Y , H. S.. New Rom ney, K ent. 
Taken ‘ The R .W .' from  N o. 1 and also ‘ The 
Bellrfnger.'

IN SK IP. E. Pearl, B rom ham , Beds. Started 
to  ring in 1906 at Brom ham . under the late C. 
M ortim er. Rang his first peal in 1908 and 
joined the Kem pston band in 1920. where there 
was then a  stoney band, and has been leader 
ever since. Rung over 200 peals and conducted 
the longest peal in the county. D uring four 
years in France (1915-1919) never missed a1 
single copy of ‘ The Ringing W orld .’

JE N N E R . W. H as been ringing a t  W aldron, 
near Heathfield. Sussex, since 1893.

JE N N E Y . H arold  G .. Leicester. H opes to  
celebrate personal jubilee as ringer at Leicester 
Cathedral th is a u tu m n : introduced to  ringing 
at Ripley. Derbys. 1907: first peal H eanor. 
1909. H igh ligh ts: 12.896 Cam bridge M ajor. 
10.400 Real Superlative M ajor.

KEYTE, J.. Freeland. Oxon. Born July 1st. 
1890, at Blockley. then W orcestershire. Held 
a rope with ano ther ringer in muffled ringing 
for the passing o f Queen V ictoria, and has since 
rung on all possible royal occasions, the last 
being a peal for Prince Andrew 's birthday. 
F or 40 years secretary o f Chipping N orton 
Branch. O .D .G . Rings at two churches on 
Sundays.

LEW IS. F. J., sen., Cirencester. G los. H as 
enjoyed reading every num ber o f  .‘ The Ringing 
W orld.’ Been ringing at both churches at 
Cirencester for 63 years, but was in W orld W ar 
I with R .G .A ., stationed in Bombay. Here he 
had the job o f  chiming the eight bells at St. 
Jo h n ’s C hurch, C olabra. Rung 119 peals on 
five to 12 bells, conducted 59. Son and grand­
son both good r in g ers; grandson Peter leader 
o f  Cirencester G ram m ar School ringers.

M A CEY . F rederick S. (72), Sutton Valence, 
K ent. M em ber o f K ent C ounty Association 
since 1904 and a  trustee o f the Association from  
1945. T aught to  ring at R ainham , K ent, by 
the late G eorge G ilbert, being one o f his first 
pupils. T ota l peals -to date 87 (7). Conducted 
first ‘ Frederick ’ peal fo r the K ent C ounty A s­
sociation, rung at Rolvenden, Kent, June 20th. 
1926.

M A R R IN E R , G eorge (77). Rung 288 peals. 
Still regular service, ringer.

M ETC A LFE. Thom as, Dalton-in-Furness. 
Lancs. T aken ‘ The R.W .' from  first copy ex­
cept when overseas on war service in 1914-18 
war. Tow er captain at D alton and celebrated 
60 years o f  service ringing a t this parish church  
in January , 1960.

M O R LEY , H . S., Selby Abbey Ringers. H ad 
a n  excusable gap in his 50 years: from  M arch. 
1918, to  January , 1919, he was a prisoner-of- 
w ar in G erm an hands and  could n o t obtain 
a  copy. Until he was taken prisoner he re­
ceived ‘ T he R .W .’ weekly in France while serv­
ing with the Rifle Brigade.

M O RRIS, Ernest, Eyres Monsell, Leicester. 
Was prom inent in N o. 2 o f  ' The Ringing 
W orld ’ w ith a com position o f  Bob Royal, and 
has been prominent with perform ances, com ­
positions and articles ever since.- During the 
‘ ban ' period on ringing supplied a full-page 
article every week for over 12 m onths. His 
articles included ‘ Bells in English L ife.' ‘ Uses 
and A buses,’ ‘ Ringers’ R ules,’ etc. Stood in 
the 12 secretaries' peal o f Sledman Cinques 
arranged by M r. G oldsm ith at Southwark 
Cathedral.

N O R R IS, Charles. C hatham . First went in to  
belfry in 1904: first peal M arch 5th, 1910. 
Served under ten rectors a t St. M ary’s, C ha t­
ham , and still hon. secretary. Joined Rochester 
C athedral com pany 1922: served under six 
deans and  is still steeplekeeper. N um ber o f 
peals 183. _

PECK. Alfred B.. Reigate. jo ined  Ancient 
Society College Y ouths 1901 (M aster 1910-11, 
secretary 1937-1957, C entral C ouncil 1933-1957). 
‘ Very p roud and hum ble to th ink  tha t I was 
privileged to be a ringer a t St. Paul's C athedral.'

PER REN S, Frank W. Born 1891 : learnt to 
ring at W illenhall in 1910, and first peal in the 
following year. A fter years as Ringing M aster 
o f  the Coventry Diocesan G uild is now presi­
dent. L ibrarian to  Central Council, having 
been a m em ber since 1927. with gap o f two 
years. Peals rung to ta l nearly 550.

RU M EN S, H.. W altham stow . Started ring­
ing a t W altham stow  in 1904, rang first peal in 
1907 and has taken part in 48 peals. Most o f 
these peals have been Caters and Royal a t  
St. M ary's. W altham stow .

SA U N D ER S. Tom , East Peckham, T o n ­
bridge. Rang 233 peals from  D oubles to M axi­
mus in 50 different towers. M em ber o f local 
tower for 60 years, K .C.A . (Tonbridge D istrict) 
58 years, and was District secretary for five 
years.

SEAR. H „ Bletchley. H e has taken a ring­
ing. paper regularly since 1898. He rang three 
peals with M r. G oldsm ith—two of Stedm an 
Caters and one o f D ouble N orw ich C o u rt Bob 
M ajor. In one o f the peals Mr. G oldsm ith 's 
glasses fell on the floor. He said to  the con­
d u c to r: ‘ C arry o n .’

SEGA R. John (68). Had com pleted 50 years’ 
Sunday service ringing in Retford. N otts, before 
moving to Skegness recently. He com posed the 
5,152 Spliced Surprise M ajor, all the bells all 
the work of 14 m ethods, 5,040 Spliced Triples 
with 360 calls, and extended the record length 
o f Bristol Surprise M ajor to 21,920 changes. 
Three C entral Council publications were com ­
piled by him— the Four-w ay Table, Spliced 
Triples and the Blue Line system of F .C .H . 
Several years before he rang his first peal he 
could tap  on handbells 45 m ethods from  M inor 
to  M aximus. In 1913 tapped  7,200 o f  M inor 
in ten plain m ethods (record num ber o f  m eth­
ods) and 5,040 M inor in seven Surprise m ethods.

SH EPH ER D . W illiam. A ddlestone. Surrey. 
Born 1883 ; commenced ringing 1893; College 
Youth 61 y e a rs ; C en tral Council representative. 
W inchester G uild, 1920-23, G uildford  G uild, 
1928-29: vice-president G uildford  G uild. Long­
est peal. 19,738 Stedm an C aters on handbells. 
1912. Rang in peal o f  Stedman C aters in the 
E dito r’s office on Septem ber 10th, 191'5. Met 
with an  accident in 1926 that stopped him peal 
ringing fo r nearly 20 years.

S1M M ONDS, W illiam, 100, H artop  R oad, 
Torquay.

SM ALLW O O D , J. F rank, Darley Dale, 
Derbys. During the first w orld war, when he 
served overseas fo r four years, Jam es George 
used to send him  ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ each 
week. O f Jack G oldsm ith, who was a personal 
friend, he w rites: * H o was a delightful ringing 
com panion, first-class ringer and co n d u c to r 
and brilliant after-dinner speaker.' And these 
attributes are  also to be found in the convener 
o f ‘ The Ringing W orld ' Com m ittee.

STEW ART, A. F . M artin , Ferndow n Hill, 
Ferndow n.

STILW ELL, L eonard (71), W orthing. Started 
ringing 1903, and rang first peal at Pulborough 
O ctober 6th, 1904. T ota l peals. 648 (65). Taken 
all issues o f  ' The R.W .' and now has them 
bound. Also took ‘ The Bell N e w s’ from  1906 
and ‘ The Bellringer ’ in 1907. A ttached to  
Pulborough C hurch 13 years, W indsor Parish 
Church 33 (27 years a sidesman), Henley-on- 
Tham es (1914-16), H orsham  eight, and is now 
at Heene, W orthing. Divisional secretary, 
trustee, C entral C ouncil representative, peals 
secretary to  Sussex C ounty Association. Bio­
graphies Com m ittee and honorary  m ember o f 
C entral Council.

SYM O N D S, G eo. E., Ipswich. Secretary of 
St. M ary-le-Tower Society, Ipswich, for 40 
years. Was in London for four years and a 
m ember o f the W aterloo Society. Always en ­
joyed articles o f  J . Arm iger Trollope. Also 
rang fo r ten years a t Fram lingham  and seven 
years a t Beccles.

SYM O NDS Stedman H.. Lavenham . Suffolk. 
Has every copy o f the ‘ R .W .' still in his 
possession, except one. accidentally destroyed. 
Started ringing 1901. conducting 1903. C on­
ductor of Lavenham  band since 1907.

V A LA N CE, T hom as H ubert. St. M argaret's. 
Stoke G olding. H as rung approxim ately 80 
peals, from  M inor to Royal. T he office he has 
held is ‘ critic and bone-picker ’ but never a 
controversialist.

W A LK ER , Albert (84). T he modern Henry 
Johnson o f Birmingham, who joined St. M ar­
tin ’s Guild in 1897. As a conductor o f Stedm an 
Cinques he has not been surpassed. He also 
conducted the first peal o f Stedm an Sextuples. 
served as M aster o f St. M artin 's Guild and is 
now vice-president.

W A LLA TER . C hristopher, o f  Willenihall, 
Slaffs. Born Chrisomas Day. 1882. Ring-n^ 
M aster. Society for the A rchdeaconry o f Staffs. 
1926-27. Inaugurated scheme for recasting and 
augm enting bells of St. G iles'. W illenhall. from  
8 to  10.

W A LTER, Sidney. Secretary. W ickham - 
breaux. near C anterbury, band. Says his band 
has taken ‘ The Ringing W orld ' regularly since 
M arch 24th. 1911.

W IF F IN , Lewis W .. Braintree. Joined St. 
M ary-le-Tower band, Ipswich, in 1901, and  
rang first peal same year. Since then has rung 
672 peals (93). Sole survivor o f  band who rang 
first peal o f  Cam bridge M aximus. A College 
Y outh for 59 years and fo r a term  a representa­
tive on the C entral Council.

W ILSO N . Louis A. (85) W ootton  Bassett. 
W ilts. He has taken a ringing paper since
1896. ‘ I have spent my life in getting various 
rings o f  bells increased and in o rder, and rejoice 
to  see the younger generation enjoy ringing 
them. Still actively teaching others to  carry on .'

W IN C H . Alfred H. (81). Leatherhead. Rung 
over 300 p ea ls : rings when health permits.

Y O R K -BRA M BLE. Albert. Began learning 
change-ringing in the ‘ o ld e s t’ 12-bell tow er— 
Cirencester. First peal, G randsire M inor. 1913. 
while at Bristol University. Rang (after the 
Kaiser W ar) in the first two (and only) peals 
by officers o f the Forces. Peals up to Surprise 
Royal, Main interest in the teaching of ringing 
and in m ethod structure. M em ber o f College 
Y ouths since 1914, o f  U niversities' Association 
and others. C o-founder and principal o f  the 
College o f Cam panology ; hon. vice-president o f 
the Portsm outh C athedral G uild o f  Ringers.

BARNSLEY & D ISTR IC T SOCIETY
Three new members from  Penistone and 

Wakefield were elected a t the Barnsley and  
District Society's meeting a t K irkburton . near 
Huddersfield, on M arch 11th. when 11 towers 
were represented. M r. N oel F . M oxon was 
in the chair and  the vote o f  thanks was p ro­
posed by M r. Joseph Burgess. N ext m eet­
ing : M onk B retton. near Barnsley. A pril 8th.
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c o n d u c t o f  a*ripging  jo u rn a l  w h ich  r in g e rs  r ig h tly  d e m an d , 
a n d  w h ich  i t  is  o u r d e te rm in a tio n  to  c a rry  o u t ';  in d e e d ,'th e  
tw o  p o in ts  a re  e ssen tia l to  th e  .success o f  a n y  n e w sp ap e r. 
O n e  is  t h a t  th e  jo u rn a l  sh a ll  b e  p u n c tu a lly  in  th e  h a n d s  of 
i t s  rea d e rs  w eek b y  w eek, a n d  th e  o th e r  th a t  p a ss in g  e v en ts  
s h a ll  b e  reco rd ed  p ro m p tly . T o  acco m p lish  th is  e n d  w e  
m u s t  n ecessa rily  re ly  to  a  la rg e  e x te n t  u p o n  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  
r in g e rs  th em selv es , b u t  w e  feel s u re  t h a t  th o se  w h o  m ak e  
th em se lv e s  resp o n sib le  fo r  su p p ly in g  rep o r ts  w ill a p p re c ia te , 
j u s t  a s  m u ch  a s  th o se  w h o  h a v e  th e  p lea su re  of read in g  
th em , th a t  th e re  is  fa r  m o re  in te re s t in  a  sh o rt  p a ra g ra p h  
g iven  in  th e  issu e  im m ed ia te ly  fo llow ing th e  e v en t th a n  
in  a  long  re p o r t  w h ic h -a p p e a rs  th re e  o r  fo u r w eeks la te r, 
w hen  i t  h a s  e n tire ly  lo st i ts  fresh n ess. O n  o u r  p a r t ,  ch ie f 
co n sid eratio n  w ill be sh o w n  to  th o se  c o n trib u tio n s  w hich  
a rr iv e  p ro m p tly  a fte r  th e  even t, and , w h ile  w e do  n o t desire  
to  p a ss  o v er a n y th in g  o f in te re s t in  th e  rin g in g  w orld , w e 
a re  co nv inced  th a t  th e  m ajo r ity  o f r in g e rs  w ill b e  a t  one 
w ith  us in  seek in g  to  c a rry  o a t  th is  de te rm in a tio n .

N o  e n te rp rise  could  h a v e  been  em b a rk e d  upon w ith  m ore 
g en e ro u s w ish es  -for su ccess  th an  h a v e  b een  rece ived  in 
connection  w ith  The Ringing World. F ro m  n o r th , so u th , 
e a s t  a n d  w est, s ince f irs t th e  p ro p o sa l to  e s ta b lish  th is  
jo u rn a l  w a s  m ad e  k n o w n , h ave  com e m essages  o f  en ­
co u ra g e m en t, an d  to  o u r frien d s th ro u g h o u t th e  coun try  
w e  w ish  to  ex p ress  o u r  g ra t i tu d e  for th e ir  k in d ly  w ishes. 

'W e  c e rta in ly  d ) no t in te n d  to  b o ast a s  to  th e  fu tu re  ca ree r 
o f The Ringing World. W e  sh a ll b e  c o n ten t to  leave  it  to  
th e  calm  ju d g m e n t of th e  r in g e rs  th em selv es , feeling  su re  
t h a t  th ey  will a p p rec ia te  a t  i ts  p ro p er v a lu e  an y  m erit  th a t  
m ay  be sh o w n  in  e x ten d in g  th e ir  in te re s t in w h a t is  
h ap p en in g  in  connection  w ith  th e  be lls  o f  o u r  lan d .

.The fu rth e ra n c e  of th e  A r t  is  th e  f irs t  o b jec t o f th is  
p a p e r, a n d  a ll  th a t  "rela tes to  its  p ro g re ss  w ill fin d  in  it 
th e  w a rm e s t su p p o rt. I n  add ition  to  g iv in g  a ll new s 
p ro m p tly , a l l ‘m a tte rs  re la tin g  to  the  E x e rc ise  w ill be d ealt 
w ith ' free ly  a n d  w ith o u t p reju d ice , a n d  w e in v ite  c o n tr ib u ­
tio n s  to  o u r co lu m n s of sm a ll item s  a s  w ell a s  o f th e  
necessa rily  lo n g er re p o r ts . The Ringing World w ill be open 
fo r th e  fa ir an d  im p a r tia l d iscussion  of a ll  m atte rs  a p p e r­
ta in in g  to  th e  in te res ts  o f rin g ers. W e  feel su re  th a t  th e  
space  se t a p a r t  for th is  p u rp o se , w ill be  ap p rec iated , b u t  w e 
sh a ll h av e  to  insist th a t  a ll  co m m u n ica tio n s  sha ll be acco m ­
p an ied  b y  th e  n a m e  a n d  a d d re s s  of th e  sender, a lth o u g h , of 
co u rse , n o t  n e c essa rily  fo r  p u b lica tio n . O n  o u r  p a r t  w e 
in te n d  to  sp a re  n o  pains- to  k eep  th e  p a g e s  o f  The Ringing 
World in te re s tin g  to  b eg in n e rs  a s  w ell a s  to  th e  r in g e rs  of 
r ip e r  ex p e rien ce , to  m ak e  th e m  ‘'n e w s y "  a s  w e ll a s  
in s tru c tiv e .

I n  conclusion  le t - u s  s a y  w e d o  n o t  v e n tu re  u p o n  th is  
■undertaking w ith o u t th e  rea lisa tio n  o f  d ifficulties to  be  
faced  a n d  o b s ta c le s  to  b e  o v e rco m e . W i th  t h e  k in d ly  
h e lp  o f  th o se  in  w h o se  in te re s t th is  jo u rn a l  h a s  b een  
e s ta b lish e d , h o w ev er; w e  a re  p re p a re d  to  u n d e r ta k e  th e  
ta sk , a n d  th e  p ro m ises  o f  s u p p o rt, in  n u m b e r  m o s t re m a rk ­
a b le  a n d  from  q u a r te rs  m o s t u n e x p e c te d , w h ic h  h a v e  b een  
rece iv ed , m a k e  u s  sa n g u in e  o f  success. T h e r e  is  u n an im ity  
o f  o p in io n  th a t .a  *' l iv e  ”  jo u rn a l  for b e ll-rin g e rs  is  n eed ed  
a n d , fro m  th e  e x p re s s io n s -w h ic h  h a v e  re a c h e d  u s , o u r 
h u m b le , efforts to  su p p ly  a  d is tin c tly  lo n g  fe lt  w a n t w ill, w e  
co n fid en tly  be lieve , c o m m en d  th em se lv es  tD th e  a p p ro b a ­
tio n  o f  th e  g re a t  m a jo r ity  o f  r in g e rs  th ro u g h o u t t h e  c o u n try . 
A t  a n y  r a te  w e  p lac e  th e  f irs t  n u m b e r  of The Ringing World 
b e fo re  o u r  rea d e rs , co n te n t; to  leav e  i t  to  th e i r  ju d g m e n t 
a n d  in  th e  h o p e  th a t  th e  s p ir i t  .in  w h ich  t h e  w o rk  h a s  been  
u n d e rta k e n  w ill p e rh a p s  b e  reco g n ised  a n d  a p p rec ia ted .

CHARLES CARR,L4£

T w e l v e  G o ld  M e d a l s  
A w a r d e d .

TESTIM ONIAL.

John O. Sag?r, Toilmorilen,
J Solicitor. December 10, 1910.
1 Mess'*. Charles Carr, Ltd., •
: Bell and Bntssfouoders, 

Smethwick, 
i D ear si rs,— a  Chnrch Officer 
■ of S t. Paul's, Cross Stone, Todmor- 
! den, and  one who has taken a great 
| in terest in the Peal of 8 Hells which 
' you recently hung in tlie Church 

Tower, I am pleased to be able to 
j te ll you th a t the  bells are  giving 
| the  utm est satisfaction, in fact I  
I hear nothing b ut the highest praise 
1 and recommendation on a ll s des. 

The day a fte r yon completed the 
work, a  peal of 5040 change* was 

j run* oil the bells. This of course 
( was a  creditable performance on 
< the p a rt of the Itingeis, but it also 
| proves how well balance.! aud how 
; accurately the bells m ust be. I a in  

sure the tone and  the workmanship 
leave nothing to  be desired. All 
our people and neighbouring ringers 

| too have a  g o o i word tor them.
I  understand you will ba ever 

here when the bells are consecrated 
and you w ill have the satisfaction 

| of liearing th is  le tte r  verified.—'" 
Yours faUhful'v ,

(Signed) JO H N  O. SAG KR.

S M E T H W IC K ,
BIRM ING H AM

BELLS
FO R  CHURCHES,

SINGLY,
O R  I N  P E A L S

CHIMES FOR CLOCKS.
P r a l s  A u g m e n t e d .  

C ra ck ed  B e l c s  R e c a s t ,

FRAMES
•In B est . S e a so n e d  O .lJf, 

S t e e l  or  I ron .

Chiming; Machines.
B est W orkmanship and

S atisfac tion  G uaranteed.

FITTINGS
OF ALL KINDS.

ARTISTIC WROUGHT IRON 
BRACKETS. 

M a l l e a b l e  I r o n  B r a c k e t s .  
B e s t  B e l l  Roi*es. 

R E P A IR S  AND It  EH A NO I NO 
JN . ALL -BRANCHES.

BELLHA'GERS sen t to inspect 
and report on Bells and Towers.

SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

HARRY STOKES & SON,
C hurch  B ell H angers,

WOODBURY, R.B.O., DEVON.

K IN G S  O P  B E L L S , ' t o  a n y  n u m b e r , h u n »  o n  the 
m o st a p p ro v e d  p rin c ip le s , a n d  B e ll F ra m e s  m ad e  a n d  f ix ed  

in  I ro n ' o r  in  O a k .

T h e  E llacom be C him e H am m ers F ix e d . 
B e ll R op es Supplied.

H A RRY  STOKES & SON, haring  ha 1 a  considerable num ber r.f ye in ?  er* 
perienee in  Church B ell H inging, w ith confidents* so lic it th e  patronage Of th a  
Clergy, Churchwardens, and  R ingera generally.

ALFRED BOWELL, 
CHURCH BE LL  FOUNDER,

i p s W i e H -

March 24, 1961

A SURVEY OF THE 
RINGING PRESS

By E. A. B A R N ETT 

T T  is just 80 years'since the first paper devoted
exclusively to  the art o f  change-ringing made 

its appearance. Beginning as a m onthly in 
February, 1881, and becom ing a  weekly 14 
m onths later, ' The Bell News,’ however much 
it fell away in its later years, served the Exer­
cise m anfully until it disappeared during _the 
first W orld W ar.

N one of us today can visualise what it was 
like when our a rt had no paper o f its own. 
Up to  the early 1870's, (xcept possibly for 
some very brief and occasional com m unication 
in ‘ Bell's Life ’ (which was in fact a sporting 
paper) o r some such journal, the ofily means 
of correspondence that existed between ringers 
was private and  personal. 1 The natural result 
o f  all th is,' said one whose ringing career began 
in 1870. ‘ was that the Exercise was thoroughly 
unorganised. In London and thei leading towns 
there were individual conductors and com po­
sers w ho knew one or two other conductors or 
com posers up and down the country, b u t be­
yond this there was no general intercourse or 
cohesion between the various local units o f the 
Exercise. A nd so each local com pany developed 
Solely on  its own lin e s ; and  while in m any 
centres such as L ondon , Norwich, Birmingham, 
Painswick and others, change-ringing well kept 
up its head, there were often  co-existing devel­
opm ents of a  less desirable nature, such as 
jealousies, quarrels, narrow ness o f outlook, ac­
companied by failure in general to realise and 
appreciate the uplifting power o f  the science 
and, above all, its  position an d  responsibility 
as pertaining to  the C hurch of G o d .’

F IL L IN G  T H E  GAP
The gap began to be filled when there came 

into existence a t abo u t the time the w riter of 
these words, the Rev. C. D . P. Davies, learned 
to ring, the publication from  which extracts 
have recently appeared in these pages, ‘ Church 
Bells.’ Here again the title was misleading. To 
those w ho have the opportunity  o f reading it, 
‘ Church Bells ’ presents a fascinating picture 
of church life o f the period, but the colum n for 
ringing, under the sub-editorship firstly o f  the 
Rev. H. T . Ellacombe, had  little in it calculated 
to advance the interests o f ringing generally. 
The space available-for anything in the way of 
instruction was nearly always fully occupied by 
Jasper Snowdon with his scientific o r historical 
articles, invaluable though these were. The 
Rev. C . D. P. Davies, whose many services to 
ringing included 20 years as secretary o f  the 
Central Council, later succeeded to M r. Ella- 
combe’s position on the paper.

However unsatisfactory ‘ C hurch Bells ’ may 
have been from  the point o f view o f ringers, it 
doubtless led many of them  to  the realisation 
that what was w anted was a voice o f its. own 
by which the Exercise could express its mind 
and its ideals, and  thus it paved th e  w ay for
* The Bell News,’ edited fo r nearly  30 years by 
Hervey Reeves, o f  W altham stow , who was a 
native o f W orcester and a skilled practical 
finger and com poser, though he gradually gave 
UP his connection with these aspects o f  ringing, 
and at the end of his life was quite unknow n 
to the vast m ajority of his readers.

I suppose it is true to say th a t m ost o f  those 
who will read these lines have never seen a copy 
o f ‘ The Bell News and Ringers’ R e c o rd : A 
Weekly Journal o f  the Ringing E xercise: and 
Compendium o f  Inform ation for the Clergy 
and C hurchw ardens.’ To those for whom  his­
tory is not, in the late Sam G oldw yn's phrase, 

bunk,’ it is a  treasure house o f inform ation. 
The developm ent o f m ethod ringing; the fo r­
mation of m any A ssociations; abstruse scienti­
s t  articles answering hitherto unsolved p ro b ­
lems. such as whether five- and ten-part peals 
° f  G randsire Triples with com m on bobs and 
singles were possib le ; setting down the results 
o f the patient investigations by  Iieyw ood, Earle 
Bulwer, J . J . Parker and others into the  con ­
struction o f  peals o f Stedman T rip les: revealing 
•or the first time the  use o f  certain sets o f  re­
versed course-ends in Superlative, and so fo r th : 
controversies; early ringing to u r s ; historical

articles by Jasper S now don; portraits o f the 
leading ringers o f the day— some, like John 
Cox, H enry W. Haley and H enry Johnson, a l­
m ost a t the end o f  their careers, others such 
as J. W . W ashbrook, Jam es Parker, G abriel 
Lindoff, G eorge W illiams and John  C arter, up- 
and-com ing m en who have since passed in to  
h is to ry ; these and m uch m ore are  to  be found 
in  its pages. A s the title suggests, no t every­
thing there was connected w ith ringing. W ho, 
one wonders, was ‘ T he Ringer in P arliam ent,’ 
who for a  few weeks in 1887 contributed  a  
fascinating account o f the doings a t  ‘ The 
Pa/lace of S t. Stephen’s,’ w ith its glimpses of 
m en like G ladstone, M orley an d  Labouchere, 
and w hen J ^ f n e l l  an d  the Irish  N ationalists 
were such a  thorn  in the flesh o f the G overn­
m ent o f the day? The first lady com poser; 
who nowadays recognises the nam e of Miss
E . Cruwys Shari and, whose date  touches o f 
G randsire Triples were rung a t  T iverton  in 
1884 an d  1885? N early 75 years were to  
elapse before Miss Stella Hughes became the 
next lady to put her name to  a  com position, 
tha t o f  a  peal o f Stedm an Caters.

F IN A N C IA L  TRO U BLES 
T here can be no doubt o f the service to  

ringing which ‘ The Bell News ’ rendered, p ar­

ticularly  during  the first 20 years o f its life ; 
indeed I would say th a t perhaps because far 
fewer peals were rung, and m ore space was 
available fo r o ther m atter, it  was better p ro ­
duced and contained m ore real news th an  any 
o th er ringing paper has ever done. L ike a ll 
the  others, it  had its financial troubles— the 
editor had  said in the very first issue th a t * the 
com m encem ent o f  an enterprise o f the charac­
ter o f  a  journal, especially o n e  devoted to  the 
interests an d  fancies o f  a  class, is no t, a s  a  
rule, devoid o f  anxiety and care on th e  part 
o f  those w ho become its sponsors ’— and i t  has 
been freely rum oured th a t S ir A rthur Heywood 
helped it out o f  some, a t least, o f  its difficul­
ties. C ertainly he did so on one occasion, as 
will be seen later on.

W illiam W illson who, as we w ere recently re­
m inded, used to  write a  colum n under the nam e 
o f ‘ Jingle,’ revealed in later years th a t he 
would occasionally receive a  card  from  Hervey 
R eeves; ‘ D ear Friend, T he circulation is no t 
so good. C an you kick up a  row in the  next 
issue? Any subject you like, only m ake it hot 
and strong .’ ‘A nd ,’ said W illson, ‘ I would 
oblige, the circulation would go up, an d  w hat 
did it m atter if  I  got the b lam e?’ Hence, n o  

(Continued next page)
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doubt, the celebrated controversy on the long 
peal o f  D ouble Norwich at K idlington in 1899, 
which he began. Certainly criticism did not 
trouble him.

I t  cannot be said that the appearance on 
Septem ber 16th. 1896, o f  ‘ C am panology,’ the 
first o f  three rivals o f ‘ The Bell New s ’—all of 
w hich th a t paper completely ignored—was en ­
tirely opportune. The editor, W illiam Bedwell. 
o f  Lewisham, who m odestly described himself 
in the first issue as a well-known ringer, con­
ductor, teacher and steeplekeeper, said in his 
opening rem ark s: ‘ We feel no apology is 
needed to  introduce “ C am panology ” to  the 
very large num ber o f exponents o f the Exer­
cise in the British Isles, and those conversant 
w ith the subject o f  Bells and Bell Ringing, in ­
asm uch as the necessity o f  a  bright and cheer­
ful journal, devoted exclusively to  these parti­
cular objects, has for years past been plainly 
m anifest ’ : but although signs o f decline were 
undoubtedly appearing, the o lder paper had 
n o t yet outlived its usefulness. T o  a present- 
day reader ‘ C am panology ’ seems too similar 
in character and  layout to  ‘ The Bell News ’ to  
have had a chance o f  lasting  success, notw ith­
standing the optimisrh sounded in the second 
issue, so rem iniscent o f recent events in the 
London press.

‘ TH E B E L L R IN G E R ’
‘ The Beljringer ’ w as very different in its 

make-up. There is n o  dou b t th a t by 1907 
‘ The Bell News ’ needed stirring up , and  the 
new paper could truthfully  say, in the first 
issue on January  5th o f  that year, th a t the 
Exercise ‘ has to o  long been subject to  the 
vagaries o f  a press circum scribed in th e  narrow  
confines o f  private m onopoly .- N o  one long 
acquainted w ith the a r t  o f  ringing, it  went on, 
would care to  assert th a t the confraternity  had 
been treated to  the  respect its intelligence and 
members deserved, o r  catered for w ith any 
degree o f satisfaction. M any had failed to  
support ‘ Cam panology ’ from  a  m istaken sense 
o f  sym pathy fo r the old against the new. 
‘ C am panology ’ had died, said ‘The Bellringer,’ 
but while it lived it had  stim ulated a healthy 
rivalry th a t m ade,m any forget the previous stag­
nation, w ith the result th a t on its death  deca­
dence had reigned once more.

There is little doubt th a t W illiam W illson was 
responsible fo r those com m ents. A s M r. Edgar 
Shepherd reminded us, he had transferred his 
allegiance to  ' The Bellringer ’ as co-editor with 
W alter C. H unt, whose inspiration the paper 
really was. But even the trenchant pen of 
‘ Jingle ’ could not prevent the cracks from  ap ­
pearing. By the fifth issue the editors con­
fessed that the money they had set aside, which 
they were prepared to  lose at the com m ence­
ment, was rapidly vanishing, and while they 
were ready to  w ork fo r nothing, they were not 
prepared to  lose pounds a week at the  same 
t im e -  So ‘ The Bellringer,’ too. closed its 
doors and ‘ The Bell News ’ continued as be­
fore. Peals were published later an d  later, 
notices o f meetings tended not to  appear until 
after the date  on which the m eetings were held 
and. one gathers, w hether S aturday 's issue 
would appear on  Saturday w as often a m atter 
o f  doubt. Thus when Jo h n  S. G oldsm ith  made 
up his m ind to  start a new ringing paper, cir­
cum stances could hardly have been more 
favourable. It is ironical th a t four days after 
‘ The Ringing W orld ’ first m ade its appearance 
on  M arch 24th, 1911— a Friday, n o  doubt to  
ob ta in  the tactical advantage o f  publication a 
day before its rival— Hervey Reeves died. To 
all in ten ts and purposes ‘ The Bell News ’ died 
too , though the owners were to  continue it for 
five m ore years, largely, according to  J. A. 
Trollope, in  the hope th a t they could sell the 
copyright.

F IG H T  F O R  R E C O G N IT IO N
W hen the new paper first appeared it was 

well received by some, and w ith goodwill by 
many, but there lurked a fear, doubtless 
brought about by the two previous failures, lest 
the rivals should kill one ano ther and the a t­
tem pt to give the Exercise tw o papers should 
result in it having none a t all. A n attem pt 
m ade a t the C entral Council m eeting in 1911 
tO| pass a  m otion which w ould have given ‘ The 
Ringing W orld ’ recognition equal to  th a t ac­
corded to  * T he Bell News ’ for the publication

of official reports and com m unications, and 
th a t any peals published exclusively in  ‘ The 
Ringing W orld ’ should be counted in the 
C ouncil’s peals analysis, was strongly opposed 
bo th  by the Analysis Com m ittee, who thought 
it would m ean extra w ork fo r them , and by 
the president. Indeed, Sir A rthur Heywood 
told the council, in effect, to  choose between 
himself and ‘ The Ringing W orld ,’ and u lti­
mately ‘ the previous question ’ was, moved and 
carried, the  m ajority o f  members abstaining 
from  voting.

J. A. Trollope, w ho undertook to  propose 
the m otion, has recorded the condem nation 
with which H eywood’s action was received, and 
in his view it did far m ore good to  ’ The R ing­
ing W orld ’ than it  d id  harm . The secretary, 
th e  Rev. C . D . P. Davies, acted in fact as if 
the  m otion  had been passed, and in the fo l­
lowing year a  m otion expressing satisfaction a t 
th is and extending a  welcome to ‘ T he Ringing 
W orld ’ was passed w ithout opposition. Sir 
A rthur H eyw ood’s attitude  seems in fact to 
have been based on  a  m isunderstanding as the 
follow ing letter from  him  to  J. A . Trollope, 
which for obvious reasons has n o t hitherto 
seen the light o f  day, will show. I t  form s a  
fitting conclusion to the story o f ‘ The Bell 
News.'

‘ Doveleys,
Rocester. Staffs.

M ay 6th, 1912.
* D ear Trollope,— M r. D avies tells m e you 

propose again to  raise the  question o f unequal 
treatm ent o f th e  tw o ringing papers. I am  
sorry because the subject seemed to  cause some 
heat. I  should like to  m ake clear my own 
position in the m atter. Personally I wish “ Bell 
News ” would cease. I d o  no t know  whether 
its recent transfer to  M r. G . C arter (about 
whom I  know  nothing whatever) m eans th a t 
the Reeves have gone bankrup t an d  th a t he 
has taken the  business over a s  all he  could get 
to  balance m oney owing him , o r w hether he is 
a  capitalist bringing fresh  support to  a failing 
concern— anyway the paper seems to  be going 
on, a t all events for the present. I  have sub- 
gested th a t the two should com bine. I t  is a 
great nuisance having two papers, and  th is is 
by no  means counterbalanced by the tonic in ­
fluence o f each on the o ther. “  R .W .”  is a  
m uch better paper in every way. So far as I 
know, however, it is under no agreem ent to  
put in all C(entral) C(ouncil) notices! free, as is 
(or was under the  old m anagem ent) “ B .N .” ; a  
concession I obtained voluntarily  from  old H. 
Reeves when he w anted 1 10— he offered in re­
tu rn  an undertaking th a t he would put in all 
our C.C. notices free until Doom sday or the 
"  B .N .”  cam e to  an  end, whichever should 
occur first. So I wrote ou t an agreem ent which 
he signed and which M r. Davies now, | think, 
has am ong the C .C . papers. Probably this 
concession will now be repudiated.

‘Again, when the C .C . started H . Reeves 
flatly refused to be at the expense o f  reporting 
the proceedings fully, an d  we felt th a t this 
really was an absolute necessity. A t first, for 
some years if I rem em ber rightly, and before 
there were any  available funds. I paid a re­
porter . . . .  Now this report is not a m atter 
the  C ouncil ought to  be burdened with. The 
ringing papers should themselves provide a 
verbatim  repo rt. I f  “ R .W .” would sta rt doing 
this, o f course the Council would a t once stop 
having their own reporter and “  B .N .”  would 
have to follow suit and give a sim ilar report 
o r take a back seat. The Council do  n o t have 
the proceedings reported as a favour to a par­
ticular paper but to save their own face.

‘ Then it is s a id : b u t you send your report 
to  “  B .N .” , why n o t send it  also to  “ R .W .” ? 
This is where I come in. as I endeavoured to  
explain a t Leicester.

“  Keeble (Benjam in Keeble, o f R om ford) is a 
very poor reporter, though he does his best, 
and the construction o f an  intelligible report 
from  his notes is fa r the m ost troublesom e 
thing I have to  do  in the year . . . there  are a 
mass o f gram m atical and other m istakes to 
correct and the speeches have to  be put into 
passable English.

‘Now what I said plainly a t Leicester w as that 
I would no t and could n o t d o  th is w ork twice 
over. I am  a  busy man and, w ith a  corres­
pondence always heavy, I find this correction 
a great burden— for it is also a very anxious 
m atter, with so  erratic a  report, to  attem pt to 
represent all the speakers justly.

‘ I am quite ready to send the  rep o rt to 
“ R .W ." instead of "  B .N ." (I do not care a 
fig which paper has it) o r  give up  the  whole 
thing and leave the papers to  report w hat they 
choose. In  fact I will gladly do exactly what 
the  Council will decide by any resolution, ex­
cept the one thing they wished to resolve last 
year, v iz .: th a t I should send a copy of the 
report to each paper a t the same tim e. That 
I can’t and w on’t do  . . .  . I f  “ R .W .” was 
half sm art they would put on a good reporter 
and produce as full and a much better result 
than  we do! W e should at once drop our 
C.C. reporter and, as I  have said, “  B.N.” 
would have to  follow suit, and peace would be 
established. Y ou will recognise th a t parts of 
this letter . . . are  fo r your private consum p­
tion alone.— Y ours very truly,

A R T H U R  H EY W O O D .'

T H A N K FU L N E SS
The story o f ‘ T he Ringing W orld ' is natur­

ally bound up so much with the lives o f its 
three editors, about whom much appears else­
where in th is issue, that 1 propose to say little 
m ore than th a t not least o f  the- pap er’s service 
to  the Exercise, particularly in John Goldsm ith's 
time, has been its reports o f  the  debates at the 
Council meetings and o f  the speeches a t  other 
im portant ringing functions. The limitations 
of space are undoubtedly a greater handicap 
now than they were in the paper’s early days, 
and reports inevitably need to  be condensed, 
but I often have the impression that this has 
been carried a  little too  far. T h a t is a  minor 
point, however, com pared with the valuable 
part ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ has played in keep­
ing our a rt alive and th riv in g : and n o  future 
historian can fail to  be thankfu l to  those mem­
bers o f  the Central Council, M essrs. E. H. 
Lewis, A. A. Hughes, G . W . F letcher and R. 
Richardson, whose action on John  S. G old­
sm ith’s death  in guaranteeing his executors 
against loss, becom ing responsible fo r £200 for 
the goodwill, blocks, etc., bearing any losses 
from  June 5th, 1942, and undertaking to  col­
lect outstanding debts (some £700. o f which 
£619 was eventually collected), saved the Exer­
cise from  the disaster o f having n o  paper of 
its own. H ad ‘ The Ringing W o r ld ' gone 
under a t a time when the ringing o f  church 
bells was itself banned, the clock would have 
been put so fa r back that it is doubtful if the 
art would ever fully have recovered.

I t would be wrong to  conclude this survey 
without any reference to  the several other 
periodicals devoted to  ringing which have made 
their appearance since the end o f the second 
W orld W ar and are happily still going strong. 
F irst in the field was ' The Ringing Towers.' 
the m onthly journal o f  the New South Wales 
Association. Beginning in 1947 under the 
editorship o f  W illiam M. Rowe, w ho was also 
the A ssociation's first secretary and whose en­
thusiasm . aided by several English ringers in
H.M . Forces, was largely responsible for the 
revival o f interest in and around Sydney which 
took place at that time, it has continued faith­
fully to  chronicle the activities o f  our friends 
in Australia and New Zealand, and a number 
o f copies find their way to  England each 
m onth . The present acting ed ito r is M r. W. D. 
W atson.

In O ctober. 1949, ‘ The Belfry,’ a quarterly 
magazine published by the M aidstone District 
o f  the K ent C ounty Association, m ade its ap­
pearance, with F rank  P. W right as editor. He 
was succeeded within a  year o r tw o  by Mr. 
Reginald L. Sills, who is still in office and 
under whose guidance a  varied com bination of 
local news and both interesting and thoughtful 
articles continues to appear. These rem arks 
apply equally to  ‘ The Irish Bell News." also a* 
quarterly , which came out in October. 
1951. and of which M r. F red  E. D ukes has 
been editor throughout its existence. Regret­
tably. but inevitably, there are a good many 
ringers whose interest does not extend over the 
whole range o f  ringing ac tiv ities: and  while 
we in th is country may tend to think o f ‘ The 
Ringing T o w ers’ and ‘ The Irish Bell N e w s’ 
as supplementing ‘ The Ringing W orld ,’ those 
papers play a  fa r m ore valuable role than does 
this journal in the territories which they serve. 
Along with ‘ The Belfry ’ and Mr. William 
Butler’s enterprising ‘ Ringers’ M agazine.’ they 
deserve the support o f  all w ho have the w id s r  
interests o f  ringing a t heart.
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C H IL D R E N  IN  BELFR Y
The greatest ringing event during  the past 

50 years occurred when the belfry opened its 
door to  schoolchildren. A ll over the country, 
the ‘ invasion ’ was on , an d  where it  was wel­
comed and encouraged an d  handled with 
knowledgeable care, particularly in step by 
step progress, the bells ring out their message. 
Where it was not welcomed, the bells are 
already silent or nearly so. O ur C entral 
Council had its ow n special opportunity  to 
give the young people a 2(Kti century organisa­
tion. leading." when proficient, to  the older 
Associations and G uilds.

We ‘ optim ists ’ look to  the day when the 
Council can say to  the B.B.C., ‘ G o any­
where you wish for your C hristm as broadcast 
—you can’t go w rong.'—E. L. H um phriss, 
W oclton, L iverpool.

A LB ER T J . P IT M A N
T hat rem arkable and versatile com poser. 

Albert J. P itm an, deserves consideration for 
the credit of providing the best contribution 
to the advancem ent o f  ringing. F ro m  one 
aspect alone. Spliced Surprise ringing. M r. 
Pitman has contributed  m aterial which. I have 
not the slightest doubt, has influenced m any 
an ordinary ringer in to  becom ing a  m uch 
belter ringer. T o  be able to  ring Spliced is a 
refreshing experience, it adds interest, it 
encourages advancem ent in the knowledge of 
the a rt and  it produces better conductors. 
But M r. P itm an has also provided scores of 
compositions fo r those w ho d o  n o t care for 
Surprise ringing, and  w hich still can  be 
regarded as advancem ent. A nd fancy produc­
ing a 5.040 Scientific Triples fo r the Exercise 
to accomplish!—T. J. Lock.

PLA C E N O T A TIO N
Place notation  know n as the ‘ C orrigan 

tine.' Think o f all the  colum ns of figures 
printed to  explain a  new m ethod. Few  had 
the eyesight o r patience to  follow figures 
through. Today those interested can get w hat 
they want alm ost a t a  glance.—P . Laflin. 
Stockport.

Advancement in 50 years
T H E  LA D IES

1 consider the greatest contribu tion  to the 
advancem ent o f ringing in  the ‘ R .W .’s ’ 50 
years o f life is the advent of ladies in to  our 
belfries. They have brought charm , grace and 
harm ony in to  our m idst, where previously 
these attributes were no t very evident. I  can 
rem em ber when there were no  lady ringers. I t 
was m any years before I  m et one. N ow  one 
m eets them  everywhere. Bless them .— CharJes 
J. Sedgley, Ipswich.

There can be no doubt chat the em anci­
p ation  o f wom en has been the  ̂best contribu­
tion  to  the advancem ent o f ringing, during the 
past 50 years.—M adeline M . C roft, Southam p­
ton.

W A R -T IM E  BAN
A lthough  it was n o t exactly a  contribution 

to ihe advancem ent o f ringing, I venture to 
suggest th a t the war-tim e ban on  tower-bell 
ringing in  the second w orld w ar led to the 
notable progress in our art which has taken 
place since 1945.

M ethod ringing on handbells became 
popular and  was widely practised during th« 
period o f the b a n ; by this m eans m any new 
recruits were introduced to  the Exercise, some 
o f whom a.re leading ringers of today. F u rther­
m ore, double-handed ringing would seem to 
■lead to m ethod change ringing being studied 
and  approached from  an entirely different 
angle, besides setting a  very high standard of 
striking.—A rthur V. D avis, Bournem outh.

BALL B EA R IN G S
Ball bearings m ust be a  great contribution  

to  advancem ent. M any young bands have 
been encouraged by easily rung peals to d a y ; in 
days gone by the  sam e bells would have 
m eant a m ore gruelling job . In  fairness, plain 
bearings can be quite all right if properly 
attended  to. b u t they will no t look afte r them ­
selves.— P. Laflin, S tockport.
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G R E A T EST  R IN G IN G  E V EN T D U R IN G  
PA ST 50 YEARS

1 consider this .to  be the A ll England 
R ingers’ M eeting a t  M essrs. G ille tt an d  Jo h n ­
sto n ’s Bell Foundry  a t  C roydon, in M arch, 
1928. There was a  record, assem bly o f ringers 
(2,400 from  nearly 450 towers), addressed by 
the A rchbishop of C anterbury , and  supported  
by m any clergy, ringers and  non-ringers. On 
view was the largest bell ever cast in England 
and the biggest in the w orld th a t has ever 
been tuned. T o  enter the foundny there was, 
a t one tim e, a  queue o f  hundreds o f ringers, 
and  to  report the occasion a supplem ent to 
‘ The Ringing W orld ’ was necessary!—T . J. 
Lock.

IN  W EST C O U N TR Y
M r. A. L. Bennett, of Buekfastleiigh, a  

reader since spring o f 1918, says perhaps the 
two m ost im portant things th a t have happened 
in the West C ountry, during the life of the 
paper, has been the addition o f two trebles 
a t Exeter C athedral, to  increase the ring to
12, and the recasting o f  the bells a t  Buckfast 
Abbey with the addition  o f the great bourdon 
bell. I t  this la tter case the first peal of 
Stedm an Cinques was rung on the present 
ring in 1937. in which the late M r. G oldsm ith 
rang the treble. I also had the privilege of 
tak ing part in one peal with him . th is  being 
one o f D ouble N orw ich C ourt Bo'b M ajor 
a t St. Giles-in-the-Fields, L ondon, during  
W hitsuntide, 1939.

G R E E T IN G S  FR O M  ‘ O V E R T O N E S ’
Sincere greetings, congratulations and  a  peal 

of good wishes fo r the future. ‘ The Ringing 
W orld ’ has h ad  an  influence in  prom oting 
good bell music and cam panological fellowship 
no t only in Britain, bu t here in A m erica. We 
are all grateful to  have h ad  it for the past 
fifty years and  send special thanks to  M r. 
T. W. W hite fo r his good w ork as editor.

JA M ES R. LAW SO N .
E ditor, ‘ O vertones.’ journal of 

A m erican G uild o f English H andbell 
Ringers.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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In  wishing the Rev. K . C.
Davis every success in his BELFRY 
new  appointm ent as V icar of 
Tadley. H ants, M r. G . D odd w rites: * By a  
coincidence there is already a ringing incum ­
bent a t  Tadleiy New C hurch, which is now 
being buitt— the Rev. M . P. Simcock, w ho was 
previously chairm an of the A ndover D istrict 
o f  the W inchester and Portsm outh  Guild. 
N either church has a  ring o f  bells.'

There is a  badge fox cam panology under 
the D uke of E dinburgh 's aw ard  scheme.

The m ethod rung in the p :a l a t  Bolsovar on 
F ebruary  24th (see page 155) was Superlative 
Surprise and not Y orkshire, as subm itted.

The Sunday service band a t Atl Souls’. 
H alifax, have put up ano ther fine perform ance 
with a peal o f  5.472 Spliced Surprise M ajor 
in nine m ethods.

A ccording to  the  list inside Berkeley. G los, 
tow er, there has onlv been one previous peal 
of Royal (Plain Boh) to th a t o f Yorkshire 
Surprise Royal on M arch I lith rung on the 
bells an d  that the last peal was in 1951.

The G loucester an d  Bristol A ssociation are  
to  run ano ther course a t H artpury  in Septem­
ber in conjunction with the Gloucestershire 
Education  C om m ittee. Philip G ray is again 
in charge of organisation.

Beachcom ber c f  ‘ The Daily Express ’ has a 
leg-pull at record lengths, etc. He w rites:
■ D uring a 12-hour bell-jam boree in the  M id­
lands. a  lady w ho was hard  o f hearing said 
after five hours o f  i t :  “ Beatrice, I think there’s 
som eone a t  the doo r.”  ’

‘ Owing to unfortunate  circum stances due to 
the breakage o f a  gudgeon o r rather hard  
going bells, our team  o f ringers (and all ringing) 
ihas been absolutely “  fla t on its face ’’ for 
over six m onths,’ reports a  correspondent from  
B ram pton, Devon.

Vigorous efforts are being m ade by E ast 
Bridgford ringers in raising money fo r their 
bell fund , fo r which £250 is needed. The 
handbell team  are giving concerts and dances 
have also  been held, which have so far 
raised £60.

March 24,. 1961

So effective are the silencers GOSSIP provided fo r  W est Bridgford 
bells that the R ector, walking 

through  the churchyard one evening last week, 
thought he heard  the bells o f  St. Peter's. 
N ottingham , som e two miles away, and  then 
he rem em bered th a t it was h is ow n tow er's 
practice night.

‘ X. Y. Z .’, rwhose colum n appears in ‘ The 
Suffolk M ercury,’ refers to the unsuccessful 
long peal a ttem pt a t G rundisburgh. The 
w riter a s k s : ‘ W asn’t it  raisins, sta rtin ' up 
pains in the tenor's tum m y, that slopped the 
long ring ait D eb’num some years back.'

M r. A . C layton. Ringing M aster o f  St. 
M ary's. Putney, inform s us that a  charge o f 
10s. is made for the privilege o f  visiting bands 
ringing a t Pershore A bbey. ' Surely we have 
reached a  very low ebb when one group of 
C hristians sta rts using ano ther as a  source of 
p ro fit,’ he adds.

T o  wind up  an enjoyable practice meeting 
o f the Devon G uild at D ean P rior. Buckfast- 
leigh, on  M arch  11th. a  quarter peal o f  Plain 
Bob M inor was attem pted  an d  lost when 
abo u t two leads from  hom e. Those taking part 
were A. L. Bennett 1, Rev. P. A ngold 2. Miss 
Y. C . Porter 3. Rev. W. P. Doiwling 4. Rev.
A. de G uingand 5. and W. G . Lavers (cond.) 6.

D avid Eam es, of C hurch Gresley. gives 
every prom ise o f being a  good heavy bell 
ringer. H e is 15f years o f  age and o f  slight 
build, but ran g  the 28 cwt. tenor a t  H oar 
C ross to  a  peal wiithout a  m isblow. H e had 
previously had suitable practice a t Beverley 
M inster and M anchester Tow n H all.

P rior to the baptism  c f  John Peter, second 
son  o f  Frances and A rth u r H ibbert. on M arch 
5th a t  C hapel-en-le-Frith , his parents, god­
paren ts and  grandfa ther rang a touch o f Plain 
Bob M inor. The band was H arry  Laflin (god­
fa ther) 1, F rances H ibbert (m other) 2, G ladys 
Riichardson (godm other) 3. A rthu r H ibbert 
(father) 4, Alex R ichardson (godfather) 5, 
Peter Lafliin (grandfather) 6. A fter the service, 
perform ed by the Vicar (the Rev. R. C. 
A ustin), relatives and  friends were entertained 
to tea ait Ashdene.

THE WHITECHAPEL BELL FOUNDRY

ESTABLISHED

MEARS & ST A IN BA N K
B ISH O P S G A T E  2 5 9 9 -

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD 
LONDON, E.l.
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ERNEST MORRIS being congratulated at the end of the peal by Mr. Paul L. Taylor 
(by whose courtesy the peal was run«). Reading from left to right: Brian G . Warwick 
(cond.), Richard J. Clifton, G . Ronald Edwards, Ralph Elkington, A . Janies Poynor, 
Joseph W. Cotton, Ernest Morris, Russell S. Morris, John A . Acres, John M. Jelley and 
Paul L. Taylor.

[Photo : G . G utteridge, 8. D orothy A venue, G len B ills, Leicester.

HIS HAPPIEST
U 'V E R Y B O D Y  associated w ith change ringing
■ J lias heard o f Ernest M orris, o f Leicester. 
A nd now a t  the age of 71. he has crowned his 
career as a  ringer 'by being 'the first m an  to  
ring 2.000 peals. This has been accom plished 
within a  span o f 55 years.

In  a  sense Ernest was born  in to  ringing 
which he inherited from  his father, the late 
Josiah M orris, know n to his intim ates as 
the tenor king. A nd Josiah was w ith 17-year- 
old Ernest when he rang his first peal in 
A ugust, 1906, a t  St. A ndrew ’s, G rim sby, and 
again u m em ber o f  the band on A ugust 28th,
1947. when he rang his 1,000th peal— Stedm an 
Cinques ‘ in hand ’ an St. M argaret’e C hurch, 
Leicester.

W hile am bition  to ring more peals than  any 
other m an m ight be worthy, this has not been 
his sole objective. F irst and  forem ost is his 
love of ringing and  dem onstrating  his m astery 
o f a  bell. H e has rung peals in 135 churches 
in Leicestershire on  every possible ring o f bells 
and m any of these have been tough proposi­
tions. necessitating m ore th an  one a t te m p t; 
over 50 were first peals on the  bells. T.ien 
there was his love o f young ringers— St. 
M argaret's belfry, throughout his long associa­
tion. has invariably had its quo ta  o f young 
people being disciplined in to  the a rt by 
U n d e  Ernest. M any groups o f  young ringers 
are grateful to him  for shepherding them  
through their fiist peal o f  say Doubler,. In  a 
sense it was n o t the calibre o f (he peal that 
counted w ith him . although h is peails range 
from  D oubles Co M axim us w ith a big variety 
o f Surprise m ethods, bu t the sp irit of help­
fulness which an  experienced m em ber o f a 
team  would m ake.

IN  L O N G  LEN G T H S 
In his younger days the nam e of E rnest 

M orris was to  be found am ong  bands a ttem pt­
ing record lengths. These included conducting 
the longest 'by the M idland Countries A ssocia­
tion o f  D oubles (6.600), M inor (10,080), Bob 
M ajor (13.440). K ent Treble Bob (10,912) and 
O xford T reble Bob (7,480). H e also conducted 
the longest length o f Bob M ajor fo r the 
C en tral N orthants Association, one o f  7.488, 
and  another o f  9.760. H e called the record 
peals o f  Little Bob (6,720), Little C anterbury 
(6.720). Spliced T reble Bob (Ilkeston arrange­
m ent. 9.120). and rang in 9.600 K ent and 
O xford Spliced. He also look part in the 
record peals of Cam bridge M ajor (7.008 and 
12.896) and the record 12.633 Stedm an Cinques 
a t C hrist C hurch. O xfo rd .

A m ong his unusual peals are those with four 
sets o f brothers, four fathers and  sons and five 
fathers and sons. His peals have been spread 
over 273 towers in 24 counties fo r 35 A ssocia­
tions and G uilds.

Invariably one finds that leading peal ringers 
are also good officials o f  their G uilds and  
A ssociations. Mr. M orris was honorary secre­
tary o f  the M idland Counties A ssociation from  
1925. until! it was divided into D iocesan G uilds 
in 1945. He is now honorary  treasurer o f the 
Leicester D iocesan G uild and  fo r many years 
has acted a s  consultant fo r bells on the 
Advisory Com m ittee fo r the Leicester Diocese.

H IS  W R IT IN G S 
W ith a penchant fo r historical research— 

perhaps h is posit a s  verger an d  clerk o f  St. 
M argaret's Select Vestry. Leicester, gave him  
the opportunity  to  develop this side o f his 
na tu re— he has a  com plete record o f every bell 
in Leicestershire. From  his pen has flowed a  
consistent series o f articles an d  books on ring­
ing. A ppearing in  ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ have 
been ' Chimes and  Chnistmas.' ‘ Bells in English 
L ife.’ ‘ English Towers and their Bells.’

His first great w ork was ‘ H istory and Art 
of C hange R ing 'ng.' which w as followed by 
‘ Legends o ’ the Bells.’ In recent years there 
has been published * Bells o f all N ations.’
‘ Towers and Belis o f Britain ’ and  ‘ T intin- 
nabu la .’

Bells are not his only subject. He has written 
entertainingly on church fonts, decorative door 
knockers, sanctuary knockers, horse brasses, 
wool churches, windmills. There is a  great 
dem and for his services as a lecturer and he 
has m ade a  num ber of appearances on radio 
an d  television to  tell an interesting story about 
one o r o ther o f  the subjects o f which he is 
regarded as an  authority . A nother o f  his

hobbies is  illum inated design and his handi­
w ork is to  be seen on m any peal tab lets and 
peal books. F rom  b irth  his sight has been 
limited to one eye. bu t this has not im paired 
his ability to ‘ see the circle ’ when ringing.

HIS PEALS
T O W ER  BELLS

Doubles.— G randsire 39 (conducted 36), 
Stedm an 5 (2). Plain Bob 1. C anterbury  1, 
variations (2 to  37) 99 (76).

M inor.— Plain Bob 114 (89). K ent T .B. 15 
(8). C am bridge Surprise 22 (8), o ther Surprise
6. C anterbury  3 ( I ) . O xford T.B. 2 (I), one 
each Double Bob. Childwa]l. St. C lem ent's (1). 
Spliced K ent an d  O xford. Single O xford (1); 
two to  105 m ethods 133 (71).

T riples.—G randsire  154 (105). Stedm an 116 
(22). Plain Bob 9 (2). C anterbury  2 (2). D aiias- 
ten  1 (I) . O xford Bob 1.

M ajor.— Plain Bob 109 (69). Little Bob 13 
(8). Main an d  Liittle 3 (1). C anterbury 4 (4). 
L ittle C anterbury  3 (3). C anterbury  and  Plain 
1 (1). Plain and G randsire Triples 2 (2). P lain 
and G ainsborough 1, G ainsborough 1, St. 
C lem ent’s 2, Plain m ethods (2 to  6) 4 (2), 
H ackingtan Im perial 1. D ouble N orw ich 61 
(18). K ent T.B. 33 (14). O xford T .B. 5 (2), 
Ilkeston T.B. 7 (3). W orcester T.B. 2 (1), 
Liversedgc 2 (1). eight o ther m ethods 8 (4).

Surprise M ajor.— Superlative 63 (12). C am ­
bridge 100 (14). New C am bridge 11 (1). 
London 37 (1). Bristol 49 (3). Y orkshire 58 (2). 
Braunstone 7. R utland 5. th irty  other methods 
41 (3).

C aters.— G randsire 30 (18). Stedm an 59 (14). 
Spliced G randsire and  Stedman 1 (1).

Royal.— Plain Bob 15 (5), Little Bob 2. St. 
C lem ent's 1. K ent T.B. 12 (5). O xford T.B.
3 (1). Spliced K ent and  O xford 1, Liversedge 
T .B. 1, D ouble O xford  1.

Surprise Royal.— Cam bridge 52 (6). New 
Cam bridge 4. Pudsey 3, Y orkshire 8, thirty  
o ther m ethods 34.

C inques.—G randsire 4 (3). Stedm an 31 (2).
M axim us.— Plain Bob 2 (1). K ent T .B. 2 (1). 

C am bridge 21. New Cam bridge 1, Yorkshire 
I I ,  York 1. Pudsey 1. Superlative 1. G oscote 1. 
Wye 1. Spliced Belgrave an d  Y orkshire 1.

HA N D B ELLS
Doubles.— 7 (2).
M inor.— 26.
Triples.—G randsire  17 (7). Stedm an 41 (1).
M ajor.— Plain Bob 79 (4). D ouble N orw ich

8 (1), K e o t-X B . 7, others 8.

Surprise M ajor.— Superlative 12, Cam bridge
14 (2), Bristol 3, Y orkshire 2, o ther m ethods 4.

C aters.— G randsire 6 (2), Stedm an 73 (2), 
Spliced Stedm an and  G randsire 1.

Royal.— Plain Bob 17 (1). K ent T.B. 3, 
D ouble Bob 1, three m ethods 1.

C inques.— G randsire 2. Stedman 40. 
M axim us.— Plain Bob 2. K ent T .B. I. 

SU M M A RY
Tower-beils H andbells

D oubles .................... 145 (114) 7 (2)
M inor ............................  300 (180) 26
T r i p l e s ............................  283 (132) 58 (8)
M a jo r ............................  633 (169) 104 (5)
C aters ............................  90 ( 33 ) 80 ( 4)
Royal ............................  137 (17) 22 (1)
C in q u e s ............................  35 (5) 42
M axim us .................... 43 (2) 3

T o ta l: 1.666 (652) ' 342 (20) 
Eight com positions proved false.

ERNEST MORRIS* CONTRIBUTION
D ear Sir,— M aybe with a  Circle local bias. I 

would suggest th a t Mr. Ernest M orris has 
m ade a  veny great contribution  tow ards the 
advancem ent o f ringing by a dedicated service. 
A s an  au th o r o f books on bells an d  ringing 
he m ust have done an enorm ous am ount of 
research w ork and  devoted all his spare time 
to the  writing and  to practical ringing.

He has achieved a  'great am bition  in  a tta in ­
ing the gigantic to tal o f  2.000 peals, bu t it has 
n o t all been a  question o f  personal glory. He 
has gone out to th e  villages with thedr five and 
six bells and  has ru n g  an d  conducted m any 
peals on the sm aller num bers, w hich would 
never have been rung had it n o t been fo r his 
willingness to  aocede to  requests to  help in 
filling *he role o f  conductor. H is life has 
been given to ringing in m any capacities, and 
he has show n an  enthusiasm  which few have 
equalled an d  which could well be copied.

Leicester. H A R O LD  G . JE N N E Y .

A M isunderstanding
A m isunderstanding arose over arrangem ents 

fo r  a  peal o f  G randsire Triples a t  Edenhanl and 
one o f Bob M ajor a t  H eydour. The result was 
three ringers tu rned  up a t Edenham  on M arch 
11th and five a t H eydour. T hrough ‘ The 
Ringing W orld ’ the three convey their 
apologies to the. o ther five and than k  M rs. 
Holmes for providing a splendid tea.

W. B. D „ J .P .M . ,  P. H  R

HOUR -  2,000 PEALS BEHIND HIM
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T H E  C O N D U CTO R’S STORY 
O F T H E  2,000th PEA L

A T  the beginning of 1961, when it became 
^  apparen t th a t ' U ncle ’ Ernest would soon 
be reaching the unique landm ark of his ringing 
career, the conductor asked him  w hat he 
would like fo r  the occasion. ‘ Oh! nothing 
ou t o f the o rdinary . Just the usual “ M onday ” 
band with the custom ary new m ethod.’ When 
the mu>iic was given out after the peal on 
February 20th. it was realised tha t wiith a 
handbell peal with the ‘ Barrow Boys ’ 
(Barrow -on-Soar) on ihe Thursday and a peal 
o f G randsire Triples a t  T hurcaston  on the 
Saturday, the follow ing M onday would be 
T H E  day. T he handbell peal a t Barrow was 
duly accom plished, but, sad to  say. the G rand­
sire Triples cam e to  grief afte r 20 m inutes’ 
ringing, and so  it was a very sad  Ernest that 
the conductor m et on  Sunday m orning. H ow ­
ever. a  peail of Plain Bob M ajor • in hand  ’ 
on the Sunday afternoon was successfully 
brought round (m uch to  the annoyance of 
the conductor's wife and family!).

And so the stage was set. No special pre­
parations were m ade. By E rnest’s own request, 
it was to be the ordinary M onday band. In any 
case, it was not certain  to  be the 2.000th until
4 p.m . the previous day. Nevertheless, ' The 
Leicester M ercury ’ on M onday night had  a 
m iddle page article, with photograph, titled
• Ernest M orris A ttem pts H is 2.000.h Peal 
T onight.’ Before the peal started  the Leicester 
‘ Evening Mail ’ reporter was taking notes and 
a t the conclusion bo th  ‘ The M ail ’ and 
' M ercury ’ took photographs an d  after a 
celebration d rink  a t  the Bell Foundry House— 
thanks to  Paul T aylor, w ithout whose en­
thusiastic co-operation the  peal would not have 
been possible— Ernest was taken to  Leicester to  
make a recording fo r the B.B.C. program m e 
' T oday.' which was heard on both  editions 
on Tuesday m orning. I t was nearly 11.30 p.m . 
before a  very tired  b u t jubilantly  happy Ernest 
reached hom e, where ’ A untie ’ Beattie was 
waiting to congratulate him . She has shared 
in m any of his joyous am bitions.

F o r  the peal, all the band rang in their 
usual positions and  was quite clear o f trips. 
We decided to  nam e the m ethod  M orriston  (a 
village near Swansea), in h o n o u r o f E rnest and 
1 hope that the Exenoise will agree that this 
is a  reasonable enough nam e fo r  this peal.

Now that this landm ark in the history of 
tingling has been reached, the question is who 
will be the next? W hoever it is. I  am  sure 
th a t E rnw t M orris wiitt be the first to  con­
gratulate him.

B. G . W A R W IC K .

SALISBURY DIOCESAN G U ILD
The quarterly  m eeting o f  the N orth  D orset 

Branch was held a t Shroton. also know n as 
Iw erne C ourtney, on M arch 4th. Twenty- 
three mem bers from  13 towers, including 
visitors from  C heltenham , were present. 
M ethods rung ranged from  Plain Bob Doubles 
to  K ent, together with som e rounds and call 
changes for beginners.

The Branch was welcomed a t the service by 
the  Rector, the Rev. D r. R . M . Taylor, a 
form er chairm an of the Branch, and  an excel­
lent tea was provided later in the village hall.

A t the business m eeting five new m em bers 
were elected, v iz: the Misses M argaret Jukes 
and Lorrain Jenkins, and  M essrs. Michael 
Percy. Kenneth Jukes and  Jam es D unster.

A rrangem ents fo r the annual festival o f  the 
G uild a t Caine were discussed and it was 
hoped to  arrange a  coach if there would be 
enough support.

Ringing was resum ed later a t Childe O keford 
and Iw erne M inster

R .N .  L. .

ED G A R  SH E PH E R D  RECA LLS
I  recollect very well my bro ther, H ubert 

Shepherd, bringing hom e N o. 1 o f ‘ The 
R inging W orld.’ A t that time I had  not 
com m enced to  ring, but I recall reading the 
paper with great interest and  being particularly 
struck with the very first nam e in the peal 
colum ns. T cm  O 'H ara , and  adm iring the tall 
collar o f that good-looking young fellow. M r. 
A. B. Peck.

By the year 1915 1 was buying my own copy 
of the paper, and  X took great care of all 
the preceding num bers. The articles on Bob 
M ajor by Trollope, on the com position of 
G randsire Triples by Daviies, and  the proof 
of T reble Bob by Lindoff (all in the early 
volumes) interested me vastly. It was through 
" The Ringing W orld ’ (.in 1916) that I struck 
up acquaintance with Ernest M orris, and the 
point of contact was som ething arising out of 
the ringing o f Minimus!

M y scrap book of cutiings from  the journal 
starts in 1914. with a note on u novel form  of 
Single for use in Plain Bob M inor, and  pasted 
in succeeding pages are num erous extracts cut 
from  the paper and sent home from  Flanders 
duning the soldiering days. Among these it is 
interesting to note a letter from  W. A. Cave, 
' from  a dug-out in F rance ’ giving some 
views on the length o f  peals and  on starting 
courses in Stedm an Caters.

M oving from  hom e, and  many changes in 
dom estic life, caused me to dispose o f m ost 
o f the early volumes o f ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ 
(a m atter I now regret), but 1 have the 
original Volume I, as we took it in in 1911, 
and  this I bound myself as a  real labour of 
love some years ago.

W hen young. 1 venerated and revered the 
contributors to our paper and regarded (in 
im agination) the unseen J. S. G oldsm ith with 
awe. Later, the privilege o f m eeting him 
brought the realisation o f his kindliness and 
courtesy. H e had his finger on the pulse of 
the Exercise, and his leaders were m asterpieces 
o f direct expression.

I feel that the greatest of all the contribu­
to rs to  ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ (and indeed 
perhaps to all ringing literature) was J. A . 
Trollope. I t is a fascinating study to  pursue 
the trend o f his writings (and his controversial 
correspondence) right from  his early days, and 
to perceive the m ental struggles, the indecisions 
and the doubts, out o f which arose his m agni­
ficent grasp of m ethod construction. O f ringing 
history he had  a  vast w ealth o f m aterial, and 
it is by means o f  this and his incredible energy 
and industry that he was able to  keep the 
paper going in what m ust now seem a  
m iraculous m anner.

Some day. perhaps, som eone will write us a  
history o f ringing literature and journalism . 
We m ay then learn m ore fully o f  rhe events 
leading up to  the dram atic and storm y entry 
o f * The Ringing W orld ’ in to  the life o f the 
Exercise, to take the torch from  the exhausted 
and  falling ‘ Bell News.’ and  to  m ark  out Jaok 
G oldsm ith for a place am ong the very first 
servants o f the Exercise.

1,000 TO W ER  R IN G ER S
D ear Sir.— It would be interesting to know 

how < many ringers there are who have rung 
in a thousand or m are towers. If any ringer 
w ho has 1.000 or m ore towers to  his credit 
cares to write to  me within the next m onth 
giving details o f his present score. I shall be 
pleased to prepare a ‘ League Table ' which 
might be c f  sufficient interest for publication 
in ' The Ringing W orld.' It would also be 
interesting if the ringer also  gave the year in 
which he. or she. first started  ringing.— Yours 
sincerely.

E. T . PA U L F IE L D .
K nole. Langport. Somerset.

‘ R IN G IN G  F O R  S E R V IC E ’
We do no t believe that the only good work 

done by the Sunday Service Ringing Com m ittee 
o f the C entral Council lies in th e  productoin 
o f this little b o o k ; bu t even if it were, the 
fo rm ation  o f that com m ittee would be am ply 
justified. This is a publication whose im por­
tance will surely prove to be quite unrelated 
to its m odest size, for it m ust be the first 
really authorita tive work ever to  be put into 
the hands o f  ringers for their guidance in 
adm inistering their work— that is unless one 
counts Ellacom be's book on Belfries and 
Ringers, which, first published nearly a  
century ago, had no  concern w ith Sunday 
service ringing. * It is certainly desirable that 
the ringers, as officers o f the church, should 
be in attendance (at Sunday serv ice); bu t that 
canno t be expected o f men of that grade, 
unless they are paid for it. . .'—yes it’s about 
tim e we replaced Ellacombe on Belfries and  
Ringers.

Here is a  book, now , full o f sound m atter. 
There is encouragem ent and com m endation for 
those whose towers are  well an d  regularly 
m a n n e d : there is hope and advice fo r those 
who are not so lu ck y ; there is probably som e­
thing to prick the consciences even o f  a band 
o f paragons. It is a book written by a  group 
o f  perfectionists, but would it be w orth any­
thing i f  it were not? The w riting is conoise, 
clear and often p ith y : ‘ technical com petence 
is not to be thought o f  as leadership ' ;  ‘ being 
late for ringing is equivalent to  being late for 
a  church service ’. . . ;  ‘ change ringing, or 
m ore advanced ringing, a t any price is a  
foolish doctrine for service ringing.’

T he people who com piled ‘ Ringing for 
Service ’ may be perfectionists, b u t they are 
em phatically no t ringing snobs. They are 
writing for the Spliced Surprise M aximus bands 
an d  fo r the rough-rounds-on-five bands, and 
they axe not w riting dow n to the la tter from  
the dizzy heiigihts of the form er o r  sniping a t  
th e . first with the inverted snobbery som etim es 
found am ong the second. They a re  interested 
only in helping the Exercise to  see tha t there 
is good ringing, everywhere, every Sunday, and 
if every belfry table an d  every tow er cap tain 's 
bookshelf (or better still his pocket) carries 
a copy o f this little book, they will have done 
that cause a  notable service.

I t remains to  say only th a t the book is 
adm irably  laid out. in good prin t and  clear, 
readable fo rm at, and th a t the illustrations, 
som e c f  them very witty, do m uch to 
em phasise the message o f  the print.

J .G .M .S .

A VOICE FR O M  T H E  R EM O TE 
LA K E D ISTRICT

Im proved m odes o f  travel have undoubtedly 
helped to advance o u r ringing and  we now 
constitute a  sm all bu t very interesting ringing 
com m unity.

Over the past 50 years tw o giants have a p ­
peared am ong us. W illiam Robinson, of 
Ambleside (' Cocker ’ to his friend.;), and 
Nicholas M . Newby, o f U lverston. ‘ C o c k e r ’ 
was indeed a  giant am ong ringers, he loved to 
bring his ‘ G randsire ’ home a t  hand and for 
which he was fam ous throughout Lancashire. 
His service as a com m ittee m an in the 
Association m ust have been an ordeal fo r any­
o n e : it entailed a start at 6 a.m . on Saturday 
m orning and return near ihe same time on 
Sunday m orning. 15 miles o f walking and 
everybody knew that he caught the 3.33 a.m . 
train from  Preston.

Nick Newby succeeded him. W ho in the 
N orth  has not heard o f Nick? If you are 
coming to  the Lakes, write to N ick, he'll 
fix you up. If you live in the Lake District 
join one o f  his classes: he runs two a week.

The unbounded enthusiasm  of these two 
stalw arts has advanced ringing in the Lake 
District very far. J .E .  B.

‘ T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D ’ HAS T H IS  IN  C O M M O N  W ITH

‘POULARD’ BELL ROPES
BOTH H A V E PR O V ED  T O  BE IN D ISPEN SA B LE

F IN D  O U T  A LL A BO U T T H EM  FRO M

JOSEPH BRYANT LTD
PO BOX 111 BRISTO L 2 t e l .  2-4025 

A N D  TRY  O N E  W ITH O U T  O B L IG A TIO N
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LETTERS TO
‘ A FR A T E R N IT Y  SEC O N D  TO N O N E  ’
D ear Sir,— In  its fifty years o f existence 

' The Ringing W orld ’ has fulfilled m any 
functions, out there is one abo u t w hich no 
reference has been m ade as far as I can 
recall and  it no t only m ade a  big im pact on 
me, but let me see that by taking up ranging 
1 had joined a  fnaternhy second to none.

The G reat W ar o f  1914 started  and in the 
issue dated  A ugust 21st. 1914. reference was 
made 'to a  suggestion that a  list be published 
o f  ringers serving in the Navy or A rm y in the 
war. This suggestion was carried  ou t and  the 
first nam e o n  the roll of honour was C apt.
C . F . Jerram , R .M .L .I.

I  enlisted on N ovem ber 6tih, 1914, an d  in  the 
issue dated N ovem ber 20rh. 1914, under the 
roll o f honour appeared— ‘ Pte. j . P . F idler. 
of N orbury, Cheshire. 9th Batt. R oyal Scots, 
now at O lympia, E dinburgh,’ b u t-1  was not 
aw are o f this a t  the time. O n church  parade, 
Sunday m orning. Novem ber 22nd, my name 
was called out and  I  was ordered to  report 
a t the O rderly R oom . N aturally  I wondered 
what was am iss. O n arrival a t the Orderly 
R oom  I was introduced to  M r. Sam pson, 
leader of the ringers a t  St. M ary’s C athedral. 
Edinburgh, wlho, having seen my nam e in th a t 
week's issue, had  gone to B attalion  H .Q . to 
seeik me out. I told him  I  could ring  rounds 
only, but that m ade no m atter. H e took me
oil to St. M ary 's and  soon I had m ade friends 
with Will Fyfe. R obinson, etc. In  due course 
1 was taken across to  St. C uthbert’s to  m eet 
M r. C. S. H eathcote, Cleveland Ellis, and  
the W hitsons, and ultim ately Tow er T aylor, o f 
Portsm outh, who was stationed a t R osyth. 
Incidentally, as a result o f  M r. Sam pson’s call 
a t  the Orderly Room . I was excused church 
parade so that I could go to St. M ary’s.

Being such a novice a t  that time I  should 
not have had the courage to  have gone up to 
th o se . towers, bu t owing to  ‘ The Ringing 
W orld.’ and thanks to  it. I was soon m ade 
to feel one o f them  and. what is m ore. I was 
never a t  a  loose end. In  those days our 
pay was Is. per day. so fo r the best part of 
the week my pocket was em pty and as the 
A rm y food left very m uch to  be desired, had  
no m oney to supplem ent it. but Will Fyfe, up 
a t  Brunstfield, and Mr. Sampson saw to the 
supplementing.

Frequently I have w ondered how  m any 
benefited in a sim ilar m anner through ' The 
Ringing W orld’s ’ roll o f  honour. T hen, la ter 
on. when stationed in Essex, I was contacted 
by the late Rev. H . T . W . Eayre. o f  G reat 
TothaVn, then  secretary o f  the Essex Associa­
tion. met the Saver family and eventually 
Chanles H ow ard. Bill Keeble and  F ra n k  Clay- 
don. Billy Eayre, as he was affectionately 
known, had a  car. a rarity  in those days, and 
m ost Saturdays found me reporting a t  G reat 
Totham  Vicarage, so that I could go to a 
m eeting som ewhere, fo r M r. Eayre rarelv 
missed attending a D istrict meeting.

Since N ational Service cam e in. those ringers 
who took advantage o f their ability to  ring 
also m ade m any friends. Yes. being a ringer 
has many advantages.— Y ours, etc..

Loughborough. JO H N  P. F ID L E R .

C LM B F.RLA N D S A N D  E IG H T  SPLIC ED
D ear Sir.—R egarding the footnote to  the 

peal o f  eight spliced rung a t G ravesend. Kent, 
by the Society o f  Royal C um berland Y ouths 
as the  first o f  eight spliced fo r th e  Society, a 
peal o f  eight spliced was rung fo r the 
Society a t H unsdon. H erts, on O ctober 4th. 
1953.

The band was W. C. M arshall, R . J . Sharp,
C . E. Jeffries. A . J. Lancefield. F . G . Huck- 
stepp. M W. M arshall. M. S. Lancefield (con­
ductor) and H arry Parkes.— Yours sincereiv,

F . G . H U C K STE PP.
A shford. K ent.

THE EDITOR
N ELSO N  BOB M A JO R

D ear Sir,—O n fom paring  the  figures fo r 
Nelson Bob M ajor, given by D erek Ogden on  
page 88, February  3rd num ber, w ith those in 
ray records, I find th a t the two sets d o  not 
agree. I would be  m ost obliged if  any of 
your readers could give me the correct name 
fo r both  o f  these m ethods. T he figures are 
as fo llow s:—

Nelson Bob N elson Bob
(my records) (M r. D . Ogden)

12345678 12345678
21436587 21436587
24163857 24163857
42618375 42618375
24681357 42681735
26483175 24867153
62438715 42876513
64283751 24785631
46827351 42758361
48672315 24573816
84627135 42537186
86421753 24351768
68412735 24315678
86147253 42136587
81674523 41263857
18765432 14628375
18674523 16482735

I should also  like to  agree w ith L t.-Col. 
Scott. R A jM.C. (Belfry Gossip, January 
27th), th a t handbells w ould toe a  very good 
way o f  providing m usic in overseas units, 
especially one situated , as is  my own, w ithin 
three miles o f  the foothills o f  the  H im alayas. 
— Yours sincerely.

J. W. SM ITH , 
Sgt.. R .A .M .C .

D haran C antonm ent.
Purnea, Bihar, India.

M O RE IM PO R T A N T  
PO SITIO N  TODAY

D ear Sir.— I rem em ber vividly the thrill, as a  
student, o f  opening the paper on  its arrival, 
week toy week, to note perform ances and  digest 
the " correspondence ’—generally follow ed with 
the eagerness akin  to th a t engendered by excit­
ing instalm ents o f  a serial story! Incisiveness 
w ithout bitterness seem ed the key-note o f 
those d a y s ; an d  would th a t it  prevailed today!

However, the paper occupies a  m ore im ­
portan t position in the realm  o f ringing today 
than it ever has done, and  bo th  as a  private 
individual and  an  officer o f  t'he College one 
urges the fullest su p p o rt; because w ithout it 
the uniquely British art o f change ringing 
m ight well la p se : b u t w ith it this traditional 
and  invaluable service to  the Church cannot 
but develop and flourish. Every good wish for 
the paper's futtire.— Yours sincerely.

A LBERT Y O R K -B RA M BLE.
•Southsea.

W A N TS M E TH O D  C H E C K E D
D ear Sir,—In  your issue o f  M arch 3rd. on 

page 140. is the report o f a  peal o f Xingu 
Surprise M inor and at the  bottom  o f the 
colum n the m ethod iis given o s :— 

—36— 14— 12—36. 12.34—
H .L . 38. L.H. 12. 1645.

Presum ing th a t the half-lead should read  36 
and not 38. will the conductor, please, verify 
these figures.

As it stands a t the m om ent the m ethod 
contravenes the C entral C ouncil's rules for 
regular m eth o d s: the  4th in the first lead  has 
four blow s in M s  place.—Y ours faithfully, 

W IL F R ID  F . M O R ETO N .
W akefield

OBITUARY
M R . R IC H A R D  D . L A N G FO R D

W ith regret we record the death  o f M r. 
R ichard  D ean L angford, o f Crewe, o n  M arch 
5th, a t the  age of 69. In  his passing the 
C hester D iocesan G uild m ourns t'he loss o f  a  
fa ith fu l servant and a  beloved friend.

A  m em ber o f a  ringing fam ily, he followed 
in  the footsteps of his g randfa ther (a ringer a t 
St. A lkm und’s, W hitchurch), an d  o f  his father, 
and  became the leader o f  the band  a t Christ 
C hurch, Crewe. A  m em ber o f the  Chester 
D iocesan G uild fo r 54 years, he served as 
secretary an d  Ringing M aster o f  the Crewe 
Branch fo r 30 years (1922-1952), and repre­
sented the G uild on  the  C entral Council.

Those o f  us who had  the privilege of being 
associaited with h im  o r o f working with him  
during  th a t tim e were endeared to  ‘ the  D ean ’ 
by the bright and cheery m anner which he 
brought to the activities o f the Branch. He. 
rook a  particular interest in young ringers, and 
was always ready w ith helpful advice and 
w ords o f encouragem ent, wherever necessary. 
His ability as a  ringer and  conductor was 
widely know n, an d  although  the  to tal num ber 
o f  his peals is n o t recorded, he had  rung 114 
peals fo r the C hester D iocesan G uild.

A  loyal churchm an, he had  served fo r 
m any years a s  a  m em ber o f the Parochial 
C hurch Council, a  representative to  the 
D iocesan C onference an d  a  sidesm an a t 
Christ C hurch.

T he esteem  in which he  was held was shown 
by the large num ber of his friends from  
Tinging and  church circles, w ho attended the 
funeral o n  M arch  8th.

A devoted servant o f  th e  C hurch and  a  
C hristian gentlem an has passed to  his rest. 
W e are  the poorer fo r  h is passing: a  gap. 
which will be difficult to  fill, has been left in 
our ranks, but we thank G od for the exam ple 
o f  his life. M ay he rest in peace.

W . K .

ODE T O  R IN G IN G
M en m eet in a  room , an d  w om en too,
All sure o f w hat they’ve com e to  d o ;
N o tools or chattels do  they carry.
N o t great m en they, ju st T om , D ick an d  H arry .

T heir room  is like no o th er room .
W here ropes across the shadow s lo o m ; 
These m ay num ber from  four to  fourteen.
B ut n o  difference this m akes to  w hat they m ean.

The M aster will then  to  his fellows tu r n ;
W ith ' 1'ake hold!’ all o ther thoughts they spum , 
They take the ropes, and then  anon  
' Look to! O ne's going—she's gone!’

The quiet is b roken  by a  gorgeous sound. 
W hilst the  shadow s chase each o th er ro u n d : 
Soon ropes an d  sounds will intermingle.
W ith music to  se t your b lood a-tingle.

This music you hear, the m usic of t)he bells, 
T o  the ringers a wondrous story it tells 
O f th e  Glory o f  G od. an d  to  all i t ’s  bringing 
T heir offering to  H im . the art of ringing.

P. J .B .
Cam bridge.

Granddaughter Carrying On
Mr. H arry  P rou t, w ho died last July, had  

until then been a  subscriber from  ‘ T he Ringing 
W orld.’ N o. I. H is grand-daughter, N ancy 
Wilcox, o f the W arsop tow er, w ho is 21, hopes 
to continue his subscription fo r th e  next 50 
years. The late Mr. Prout was a m em ber o f  
the Bath and  Weills Association. G loucester and 
Bristol. Salisbury and Southwell G uilds and the 
A ncient Society o f College Y ouths.

TOWER CLOCKS GILLETT & JOHNSTON (CLOCKS) LTD.
N EW  IN STA LLA TIO N S O F  A LL TYPES 
R E PA IR S A N D  C O N V ER SIO N S OF 
H A N D  W O U N D  T O  ELE C TR IC  W IN D IN G

FA C T O R Y  N o . 11

W OODSIDE PLA CE, M O U N T PLEA SA N T 
A LPER TO N , W EM BLEY, M ID D LESEX . Tel. Wembley 6572
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GUILDFORD GUILD PLAN SPECIAL RINGING
A PR IL  12th, the day of the enthronem ent o f 

the fifth  Bishop of G uildford, Bishop- 
Designate George E. R eindorp, will be a 
day of ringing throughout the Diocese. A t the 
annual m eeting o f  the  G uildford Diocesan 
Guild o f Church Bell Ringers, held a t St. 
Saviour’s H all, G uildford, on M arch 4th, the 
M aster (M r. C  W. Denyer) told the 150 
ringers present that the Guild w anted the bells 
in every church in the Diocese to be rung for 
a t least half an  ho u r as a  welcome to  the new 
Bishop, who was president o f the Guild.

The Bishop-Designate sent a  message to the 
meeting. It read : 'B e lls  have called people 
to  worship since Old Testam ent times. I look 
forw ard to  hearing them  ring all over the 
G uildford Diocese. The College Y ouths are 
ringing a  peal on  the solemn occasion of my 
consecration at Southw ark C athedral.’

C A TH ED R A L BELL F U N D
The annual report sta ted that tjie bell being 

hung in the New C athedral to  the m em ory of 
A lfred H. Pulling was being cast a t  W hite­
chapel. In  addition to the cost o f the 
12} cwt. bell and  fittings they still needed 
another £200 for electrical connections and the 
hoisting tackle. These were the responsibility 
o f the contractors building the C a th e d ra l; they 
asked a ll members and friends to  give and 
give again, so  that there would be no o u t­
standing account when the consecration of the 
C athedral and  bell took  place on  M ay 17th.

The M aster said the am ount now needed was 
£150. On the day of the consecration of the 
C athedral they w anted all the  bells of the 
G uildford Diocese and the Surrey Association 
o f C hurch Bell Ringers to rin£.

The meeting approved o f the sum  of £20 
being donated from  the Leatherheod D istrict 
Funds to  the Pulling M em orial Bell.

The report gave the total m em bership o f the 
Guild as 638, comprising 547 ringing and 91 
honorary. The year was a  steady one. In  
three o f  the  four D istricts the w ork had been 
progressive, but the G uildford D istrict needed 
more support a t  meetings.

A  faculty had been granted fo r the rehang­
ing of Ashtead bells in  a  new fram e, the work 
being entrusted to  Jo h n  Taylor and  C o.. o f 
Loughborough, w ho recast and rehung the 
bells of St. M ichael's, A ldershot. The W hite­
chapel Foundry was overhauling the eight a t  
Shere and  Grayxhott, and  it  was understood 
that they were later to  supply an additional 
bell at Stoke D 'A bernon.

PEAL TA BLET D ISPU TE
The M aster reported on  the Consistory 

C ourt hearing o f the dispute arising from  the 
G aifath  peals tablet in F arnham  Parish 
Church. The Chanceljor m ade no  order as 
to  fees and these incurred by F arnham  
Parochial C hurch Council am ounted to  be­
tween £75 and  £100.

The meeting decided to  vote £5 tow ards this 
cost. I t  was emphasised tha t peal tablets could 
not be erected in a  belfry w ithout a  faculty. 
F o r a  detachable peal board a  faculty was 
not necessary.

Officers re-elected w e re : M aster, M r. C. W. 
Denyer (F a rn h am ); honorary  secretary and 
treasurer, M r. S. Russell (A sh ): assistant 
honorary secretary, M rs. G. C hapm an (Aider- 
shot) ; honorary aud ito r, M r. P. G . Sherwood 
(Ash).

31 PEALS
The Peal Recorder (M r. E . J. Bragg. Aider- 

shot) said 31 peals h ad  been rung during the 
year. They were rung  by 99 ringers in 16 
different m ethods, in 22 towers, and  with 13 
different conductors. M r. C . J . Beadle (Farn- 
ham) conducted his first peal a t F rensham , and 
this was the  1,000th fo r the G uild. Thirteen 
members rang their first peal, the m ost first 
pe.ale.rs fo r a num ber o f  years.

New members were elected from  Shalford. 
Shere. Cranleigh. Ash, Chiddingfold, Farnham . 
Aldershot and Epsom.

The M aster stated tha t on  June 17th the 
Guild were to  be hosts to  ringers from  all over 
England in  connection with the golden jubilee

of ‘ The Ringing W orld .’ There would be a 
pilgrimage to the grave o f  the founder and 
first editor, M r. J. S . G oldsm ith, Evensong a t 
the C athedral and a  social evening afterw ards. 
The M aster recalled that M r. G oldsm ith was 
■the first secretary of their G uild. The annual 
dinner o f the G uild would be held on A pril 
15th and  an  au tum n festival in the Farnham  
D istrict o n  Septem ber 30th.

Previous to the meeting there was ringing 
at G uildford churches. A service was held in 
Holy Trinity  C athedral C hurch and the singing 
was led by a  robed choir o f  ringers from  the 
F a r nil am D istrict. The Rev. C . G . Stables 
officiated, and gave an  address, and the organist 
was M r. Stanley G . Ponting. Tea was served 
in  St. Saviour's H all by ladies o f St. Saviour’s 
parish, arranged  by the Rev. W . L . and  M rs. 
W hite.

CANON R. F . W ILKINSON
Members o f the Southwell D iocesan Guild 

are  offering theiir best wishes ta  their chairm an. 
Canon R. F . W ilkinson, on his pending retire­
m ent as Rector c f  W est Bridgford, N otts, 
a fter 20 years in office.

He Itas done m uch bell restoration work in 
N otts, especially in post-w ar years. H is own 
church, whiioh formenly had three bells, now 
has a ring o f eight, hung in 1958. In  the 
church is still the old belli of 1499. cast by 
R ichard  Mellers, o f N ottingham . The octave 
includes seven o f  the bells from  Perchthorpe 
in  Thorseby Park.

In  1946, when the old M idland Counties 
Asisociation was dissolved. C anon W ilkinson, 
w ith the co-operation  o f the  old N orth  N otts 
A ssociation, was instrum ental in form ing the 
Southwell D iocesan G uild, which em braces 
all the towers in N ottingham  and has now 
fou r flourishing D istricts. A  farewell peal to 
him  has been rung.

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial C om m ittee acknowledges with 

gratitude the  follow ing donations tow ards the 
cost o f  producing ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ :—

Personal.—T. E. Sone 10s.. R . C. Sayers 5s.. 
A . A. Is. 8d.. D . P. Jones 5s.. W. B. Dawson 
Is . 6d.

Peals.— Lechlade 3s.. Newcastle 3s. 8d.. 
W estbury-on-Severn 3s.. H alifax (Sunday 
service band) 10s.

Q uarter Peals.— Ottery St. M ary 2s.. Slapton
2s. 6d„ Sheirburn-in-EImet Benhilton
3s. 6d.. Luppitt 3s., H usborne Crawley 3s. 6d.. 
Huisih ChamDflower 3s.. Bridgerulc 4s.. Peering 
2s. 6d„ Edm onton 2s. 6d.. K ingsw inford 
2s. 6d.. Stanton-on-W ye 3s.. Sheffield 5s., 
Cannock 3s. 6d.. Petersfield 3s.. Hensham 4s.. 
East Bridgford 3s. 6d.. Billingshurst 2s., C lifton 
2s. 6d., N o rth  W eald 3s.

LONDON COUNTY ANN U A L
The London C ounty A ssociation 's annual 

m eeting was held a t  the A ssociation’s old 
headquarters, St. C lem ent D anes’, ju st 21 years 
after the annual was last held a t this church. 
Ringing in the afternoon was a t  this church 
and  also  St. G iles-in-the-Fields.

M r. W. D . G rainger conducted the service, 
a t which the organ was played by M r. A. J. 
Boyack. Both are  m em bers o f the A ssocia­
tion and those present began to  realise how 
long M r. G rainger had been a  m em ber when, 
in his address, he referred to attending  a t St. 
C lem ent D anes' to ring in the whole pull and 
aland a t the passing of the late M r. John 
C arter, the fam ous com poser. A  course of 
G randsire C aters was rung on handbells during 
the service by Messrs. H . W . R ogers, W. G . 
Wilsion, A. D , Barker, M rs. O. L. Rogers and 
M r. F. E. H aw thorne.

Tea, business and a  social evening was 
then held a : the G eorge H otel, S trand.

A t the business m eeting. M r. W . G . W ilson 
was elected to the chair in the absence o f  the 
M aster. M r. T . H. Taffender, who was in 
hospital. One c f  the im portan t item s o f busi­
ness dealt with was the tem porary suspension 
of the .rules relating to the N orthern  and 
Southern Districts. The principal object o f 
this is to allow greater flexibility o f  operation  
and  to  strengthen m eetings and service ringing 
throughout the whole area  o f the Association. * 
I t was explained th a t whilst m ost o f the 
meetings had been well a ttended, certain areas 
were weak in local support an d  one o f  the 
aim s o f  the tem porary change was to  rectify 
this. The venue fo r the next m eeting was 
decided as St. M ary's. Leyton. E.. on  April 8th.

The officers elected fo r 1961/62 w e re : 
M aster, T. H. T alfender; D eputy M aster. F . W. 
M ead; treasurer and  librarian . W. G . W ilson; 
secretary, H  W. R ogers; assistant secretaries, 
Miss M. Powell and S. Bullock: stewards.
C. M. M eyer and Miss June M ead ; trustees,
C. W. OEtley and  J. A . Hales.

Two team s entered fo r the handbell com ­
petition fo r  the ‘ Dawe ’ C up, which was 
won by Isleworth.

50 Y EA RS AGO
‘ R .W .' M arch 24th. 1911.—
A fter doing duty for over 30 years as steeple 

keeper a t Tonbridge Parish C hurch, M r. 
G eorge R abbitt has given up the office, and 
his services have been recognised by the 
ringers, who have presented him with a hand­
some pedestal clock. The presentation was 
made bv the Vicar (the Rev. Canon C . G . 
Baskerville).

The new tower and  bells added to  the 
Parish C hurch of Caerphilly (St. M artin 's) were 
dedicated on M arch 14th. by t'he Bishop of 
Llandaff. the occasion providing fu rther proof 
o f  the zeal of the church w orkers in the 
parish o f Caerphilly, and reflecting additional 
credit upon the energy o f  the R ector, the Rev. 
Cannop L. Price. M .A .. w ho is clorioal honorary  
secretary o f  the L landaff Diocesan A ssociation 
o f Change Ringers.

FOR PROMPT DELIVERY OF HICH QUALITY

BELL ROPES
As supplied to St. P au l’s C athedral, W estm inster A bbey, Im perial 
Institute, C anterbury, E dinburgh, St. A lbans, L incoln, D urham , P eter­
borough, M elbourne (A ustralia), Rochester, D ublin, St. P atrick’s. 

M anchester, D urban  an d  W orcester C athedrals, etc.

Apply to

JOHN NICOLL
Established 1760

CH U R C H  B ELL R O PE  M A N U FA C TU R ER  
64, LEWISHAM PARK :: :: LONDON, S.E.13
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PU BLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

2 0

2 6

O N  C O N D U C T IN G  . .  
C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL  H A N D ­

BOOK. .....................................
B E G IN N ER S ' H A N D B O O K  (6 

fo r 5s.) . .  . .  . . . .  
P R ESER V A TIO N  O F  BELLS etc. 
PLA IN  M A JO R  M ETH O D S . .  
C O M PO SITIO N S O F M A JO R  
D O U BLES M ETH O D S . .  . .  
FO U R -W A Y  TA BLE M IN O R

M ETH O D S .............................
C H A N G E  R IN G IN G  O N  H A N D ­

BELLS .....................................
M ETH O D S SHEETS-—

D ouble Norwich ....................
Stedm an and G randsire Triples 

C O L L EC T IO N  O F PEALS—
Sect. I II .,  D ouble N orw ich C.B. 

R EPO R TS.P. A. B .C O N FER EN C E
IN STR U C TIO N S O N  C A R E  O F 

C H U R C H  BELLS (C ard) . .  
M O D EL CO D E O F RU LES 

R ingers’ Society or C om pany . .
V ILLA G E BELLS (N ew  Edition) 
M ETH O D S C O M M IT TE E ’S R E ­

PO R T  O N  EX TE N SIO N  . .  
E LE C TR IC A L  SW ITC H G EA R  

W A R N IN G  C A R D S . .  . .
SPLICED  T R IPL ES ....................
BLUE L IN E  PR O O F Pts. I. & II. 
R IN G IN G  FO R  SER V ICE 

Post Free 
M R. R. F. B. SPEED,

‘ Four Winds,’ School Lane, 
Stretton-on-DuDsmore, Rugby, Warwicks.

2 6

6
6

1 0

1

1 0

1

FROM H A N D L IN G  A BELL TO 
CALLING A  PEAL

The Ringers’ Handbook
Detailed Instruction  in the 
Four S tandard M ethods

4 to 6 bells 3/- : :  4 to 8 bells 4/6 
Plus 4d. postage 

6 copies or more post free 
O btainable O NLY from  Mrs. E. S. Powell, 

Poleshill C ottage, Langford Budville, 
W ellington, Somerset.

Jasper Snowdon 
Series

‘ R O PE SIG IIT ,’ 12th edition, 150 pages, 
1955 reprin t, 3 /11

‘ G R A N D SIR E ,’ by J . A. Trollope, 130 
pages, 3 / 9

STA N D A R D  M ETH O D S,’ 12th edn. 
Letterpress 3 / 5 .  D iagram s 1957 
reprin t, 3 / 8

All post free on receipt o f  postal order 
only from

MRS. W IN IFR E D  TU R N E R
73, Braithwaite Gardens, 

STA N M O R E, M ID D LESEX

M R . P H IL IP  A. CORBY,
K ent County Assoc’at'- n.

Some ringers are born with a ringing silver 
spoon in their m outh. They are fortunate 
enough to  learn where there is a  good band, 
and they have pilenty c f  opportunity  for peal 
ringing. T heir progress, if they are capable, is 
assured from  the start. This was not so with 
M r. Philip A. Corby, o f Sevenoaks, K ent, 
who is a d irector of a London Building and 
Civil Engineering compairuy. He has gained 
the high position he holds in the Exercise 
through the hard way, and  it is entirely due 
to h is own skill and ability that he has 
reached the em inent position he has held for 
the last 20 years.

Philip was born a t  Sutton, Isle o f Ely, 
Cam bs. on June 22nd. 1917, and educated a t  
the John Henry Burrows In term ediate School, 
G rays, Essex. He learnt to ring a t  Ladndon 
H:i!ts, Essex, in M ay, 1931, starting  wiilh call 
changes until 1933, but by cycling to  Orseti. 
S tam ord-le-tiope an d  Foobing, he m astered 
G randsire D oubles and Bob Manor, and  visits 
to Barking taught him  G randsire Triples.

In  January , 1935, he moved .to Sydenham, 
K ent, and  joined the bands a t  Penge and 
Beckenham. He rang his first peal a t L udham  
on May 30th, 1936. being Bob Royal, con­
ducted by Thom as Groom 'bridge. jun. He 
soon started  conducting, and called a  peal of 
Bob M ajor on A pril 24;h, 1937. I t was not 
long betore he was cailled peals with those 
well known K ent worthies. Bert Audsley. Fred 
Cullum . the late H arry  Hoverd. and  the 
Barnetts. In  this departm ent he has few 
equals. Philip is one of those gifted ringers 
who can take the  last bell left, and  call a 
peal of anything he can  ring. H e is very 
clever a t  ' picking u p ' trips, an  essential 
qualification fo r any conductor, though few 
have his ability in this direction. H is present 
peatl total is 622. of which he has conducted 
377. including 318 different com positions. They 
have been rung in 228 different towers, and 
16 peals on handbells, including Stedman 
Caters. He has rung peals in  39 different 
Surprise M ajor and Royal meLhods. calling 36 
o f  them, including London Royal. M any of 
these have eithei been rung for the first time 
or first fo r title Kent C oun.y Association, fo r 
whom he has rung 358 peals, calling 221 in 
80 Kent towers. In  Spliced Surprise M ajor he 
has rung 46 from  3 to 11 m ethods, calling 30 
of them.

He is particularly  proud of tw o per­
form ances the first being P itm an 's four-spliced 
with all the work rung non-conducted a t  D ore, 
D erbyshire, on June  6th. 1959, and  the second, 
the first four-spliced ever rung with all the 
work at Lam beth on April 19th. 1947. com ­
posed and  conducted by H aro ld  Cashm ore. the 
band including Charles W. Roberts, M aurice 
H ibbert and  E rnest T urner. This was also the 
first peal he rang, as m an and wife, wath 
Lucille M. H ubbert. whom he m arried a  week 
earlier. Lucille is a  com petent ringer, who 
learnt at Edm onton under M rs. E. K . F letcher 
and  John Thom as, and ait O xford under John

PERSONALITIES OF THE EXERCISE -  12
E. Spice. Their first peal together was at 
Edenbridge on O ctober 6th, 1945. Lucille's 
100th peail was Philip 's 500th. rung at Enderby. 
Leics. on N ovem ber 22nd. 1954. They have 
tw o children, Andrew, aged 12, who has rung 
three quarter peals, and Jud ith , aged 10. who 
is a m em ber of the Ladies' G uild on the 
strength of ring 1-2 to G randsire Triples, and 
is now learning to handle a bell.

A m ongst other outstanding peals is a  peal 
of Bristol a t  H eavitree, D evon, on July 9th,
1948, rung alm ost w ithout a  m istake, and he 
is very proud to have rung a  peal with three 
generations o f the Barnett fam ily, the youngest 
being his goddaughter. This was rung  a t C ray­
ford on January 14th. 1961.

Philip has taken his share of offices, and is 
always pleased to help others. H e was 
M aster o f the Southern District o f the London 
C ounty A ssociation from  1938-39, and also 
C entral Council representative from  1939-45. 
H e was C .C . representative for K .C.A . from  
1952-53. and  again from  1960. F ro m  1953-57 
he lived in M elton M ow bray, and was captain 
of the local band from  1955-57, C .C . represen­
tative for the Leicester Guild from  1954-59, and 
also vice-president of the Guild from  1956-58.
S.nce 1957 he has been a mem ber o f the 
Standing Com m ittee o f the Central Council, 
and a  com m ittee m em ber o f the K .C .A . from  
1945-53 and  from  1957 to date. He joined the 
Ancient Society c f  College Y ouths in 1937.

In  late 1957 he m oved to  Sevenoaks, and  has 
been captain of the local band since 1958. 
They have a  very good band, and rang a 
course of London for C hristm as Day. H 60. 
This is largeily due to  the long years of spade­
work and  enthusjasm  of Miss D oris Colgate, 
honorary  general se c re ta ry  of the Ladies’ 
G uild.

Like m any peal ringers. Philip enjoys taking 
part in peal tours, an d  started  a  series o f 
tours, which have subsequently been takqn over 
by Tom  Lock. They visiited Devon in 1948 
a n d  1949. Sussex in 1950, and W orcs in 1951. 
He has joined the party for some of the 
time m ost years since. On one tour a t  
Folkestone, in 1945, arranged by F . C. W. 
K night, he called 12 peals in 12 aittempts d u r­
ing the week, and in 1945 he called 31 peals 
for the K .C .A ., only equalled by John  H. 
Cheesem an. but never surpassed.

Philip takes bis ringing very seriously, and 
insists on a high standard  at all times. A t 
the same time he is always glad to help  som e­
one through a  first peal or first in the 
m ethod, however sim ple. His businesslike 
m anner in the belfry has earned him  the 
respect o f  all who know him. and he is 
probably one of the few ringers whose friendly 
rivals can find little to criticise. In  every 
direction he is a  first class exam ple to  all.

APA CE.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(RO PES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROU6H
CLO C K  A N D  C H IM IN G  RO PES 

S PLIC IN G  A N D  R E PA IR S 
BELL M U FFL ER S 

Price List on A pplication
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TWELVE BELL PEALS
H IG H  W YCOM BE. B U C K IN G H A M SH IR E .

T H E  A N C IE N T  SOCIETY O F C O L L EG E  Y OUTHS.
O n Sal., M arch  11, 1961, in 3 Hours and  34 M inutes,

A t t h e  C hurch  o f  A ll Sa in t s .
A  PEA L O F 5024 PR ITT LE W E LL  SU R PR ISE  M A X IM U S 

T enor 30 cwt.
F rank C . P rice  . .  . .  Treble
B rian D o w n e s ...................... 2
R obert C . K ip p in  . .  . .  '3 
J ohn  N . D ise r e n s  . .  . .  4 • 
Stew art  F .  K im b e r . .  . .  5 
J ohn  A rm strong  . .  . .  6

D en n is  K nox  . .  
A lan J . F rost 
N oel J . D iseren s  . .  
J ohn  D . R ock 
John  H . C ram pion  . .  
M ichael P. M oreton

9
10
II

Tenor
A rranged by P etfr. Bo rd er . C onducted by M ichael P . M o r ft o n . 

First peal o f M aximus in the m ethod for the Society.

N EW CA STLE U PON T Y N E.
T H E  D U R H A M  A N D  NEW CASTLE D IO CESA N  ASSO CIA TIO N . 

On Sal., M arch  11, 1961, in 3 Hours and  32 M inutes,
A r th e  C athedral C hurch  o f  St . N icholas ,
A PEA L O F 5007 STED M A N  CIN Q U ES 

T enor 37 cwt. 73 lb. in D flat
*John  E . A n d e r so n . .  
♦M arion S. A in sw o r t h  . .  

G eorge  S. D eas 
C harles N . L ea 
R ichard  A . G ofton  
W. N orman P ark 

Com posed by J ohn  C arter . 
‘ ‘F irst peal on 12 bells.

Treble ‘ F rederick  R oss . .  . .  7
2 J. A lan A in sw o rth  . .  8
3 D e n is  A . Bayles . .  . .  9
4 R oland P a r k ...................... 10
5 E ric  N. H arrison  . .  . .  II
6 K enneth  A rthur . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J. A lan A in s w o r t h .
First o f Stedm an Cinques as conductor.

A welcome to H ilary Jane A rthur, born  January  28th, 1961.

TEN BELL PEALS
L O U G H B O R O U G H . LEIC ESTER SH IR E.

T H E  LEIC ESTER  DIO CESA N  G U IL D .
On M oil.. Feb. 27, 1961, in  2 H ours and  25 M inutes, 

A t the Bell F oundry  C a m pa n ile .
A PEAL O F 5040 M O R R ISTO N  SU R PR ISE  ROY AL 

T enor 6 cwt. 2 qr. 13 lb. in C.
G . R o n a l d  E d w a r d s . Treble J o s e p h  W . C o t t o n  . . . .  6
B r ia n  G . W a r w i c k .  . . 2 A . J a m e s  P o y n o r  . . . .  7

i R i c h a r d  J .  C l i f t o n 3 J o h n  A . A c r e s 8 A
‘ E r n e s t  M o r r is 4 R u s s e l l  S . M o r r i s . . . .  9

,  R a l p h  E l k in g t o n  . . . 5 J o h n  M . J e l l e y . . Tenor J a m e s
Com posed by Shirley  Burton . Conducted by Brian G . W a rw ic k . 

* 2,000th peal. F irst in the m e th o d ; rung w ithout previous practice.

B ERK ELEY , G LO U C ESTER SH IR E.
TH E G LO U C ESTER  A N D  BRISTOL DIO CESA N  ASSO CIA TIO N . 

On Sat.. M arch  11. 1961, in 3 Hours and  12 M inutes,
A t th e  C h urch  o f  St . M ary.

A PEA L O F 5040 Y O R K SH IR E SU R PR ISE  ROY AL 
T enor 24 cwt. 16 lb. in E  flat.

‘ D onald  E . C obb . .  . .T r e b le  ‘ D on C . E x e l l . .
+ E lisabeth  A. G . Bo w d en  2 
♦Brynley  A. S hacklfton  3 
J R e ginald  G . H o oper  . .  4
*D . J ohn  H u n t .................... 5
Com posed by W. E ric  C r itch ley . 

First peal of Yorkshire Royal.

‘ R ichard  J . Bow den  
‘ Patrick  J . Bird 
‘ P h il ip  M. J . G ray . .  . .  9 

J ohn H . G ilbert . .  . .  Tenor 
C onducted  by  J ohn H. G ilbert . 

t  F irs t o f  S urprise  R oyal. { 200th
peal. F irs t of Surprise on  the bells.

B U RTO N -O N -TREN T, STA FFO R D SH IR E.
TH E SOCIETY FOR TH E A R C H D EA CO N R Y  OF STA FFO R D  

On Sat., M arch  I I . 1961. in 3 Hours and  15 M inutes,
A t the C hurch  o f  St . P aul.

A PEAL O F 5003 G R A N D SIR E  CATERS 
T enor 28 cwt. 2 qr. 9 lb. in D.

‘ G raham R oobottom  (14}) Treble ] f P eter  J . St retto n . .
V erona N aylor 
W illiam  J . L each 
E. M arion K ey 
Barnabas G . K ey

Com posed by G eorge F reebrey.

J ohn K. S m ith  
D avid  W . F riend  
D erek P. J ones 

‘ D avid  E am es (1 5 } ) ..

6
7
8 
9

Tenor
Conducted by D erek P. J o n e s .

* First peal on ten bells, t  F irst of G randsire Caters.
EW ERBY. LIN C O LN SH IRE.

TH E LIN CO LN  DIOCESAN G U ILD .
O n Sat., M arch  11. 1961, in 3 Hours and  10 M inutes,

A t  th e  C hurch o f  St . A n d r ew .
A PEAL O F 5040 PRITTLEW ELL SU R PR ISE  ROY AL 

T enor 15 cwt. 23 lb. in D.
J ohn W a l d e n ....................Treble I L ouis W illders  . .  . .  6
C laire D illam ore . .  . .  2 
M argaret A. P arker . .  3
N orah M . R a n d l es . .  . .  4
P eter A. S h a r p .......................... 5

G eorge H . R andles . .  7 
J ack L . M ill h o u se  . .  . .  8 
G eoffrey  R . P arker . .  9 
G eo ffr ey  P a u l ....................Tenor

Com posed by C has. T. S ed g ley . Conducted by J ack L. M il l h o u s e .
First peal of Prittlewell Surprise R oyal by all the band, and for the 

Guild.___________________________________________
M O RRISTO N  SU RPRISE ROYAL 

x 3 0 x  1 4 x 5 0  x 16x 70 x 18.34 x 14.30.78.14.78.90 
L.-e. 12 1573 F.C.E. 26543 

Com position as for Lubbesthorpe Surprise Royal.

L O U G H B O R O U G H , LEICESTER SH IR E.
I H E  LEICESTER DIOCESAN G U IL D .

On M on., March 13, 1961, in 2 H ours and  33 M inutes, 
A t the Bell  F oundry  C a m pa nile ,

A PEAL O F 5040 JA C O B SIO W E  SU R PR ISE  ROY AL 
Tenor 6 cwt. 2 qr. 13 lb. in C.

R . K in gsley  M ason . . Treble 
Brian G . W arw ick  . .  . .  2 
R ichard  J . C l if t o n . .  . .  3
E rnest  M o r r i s ...................... 4
R alph  E lkington  . .  5

J o seph  W . C otton  . .  . .  6
A. J am es Poynor . .  . .  7
J ohn M . J elley  . .  . .  8
P eter J . St a n ifo r th . .  . .  9
G . R onald E dw ards  . .  Tenor

Com posed by Shirley  Bu rton . Conducted by Brian G . W arw ick . 
First peal in the m eth o d ; rung w ithout previous practice.

JA COBSTOW E SU RPR ISE ROYAL
x 30x  14x 50 x 16 x70  x 18.34 x 14.30 x 14.78.90 

L.-e. 12 1573 F .C .E . 26543 
Com position as for Lubbesthorpe Surprise Royal.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
W A RM IN STER. W ILTSH IR E.

TH E SALISBURY DIOCESAN G U IL D .
On Sat., Feb. 25, 1961, in  3 H ours and  17 M inutes, 

a t  t h e  M i n s t e r  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  D e n y s ,
A PEAL O F 5120 W A R M IN STER BOB M A JOR 

T enor 28 cwt. in D.
‘ D avid  E am es (15}) . .  Treble 

E lisabeth  A . G . Bo w den  2
D oreen C ox  .................... 3
A nthony  C o x ...................... 4

5
6 
7

Tenor

D . J ohn  H u n t . .
J ohn  H . G ilbert  . .
M alcolm  A. S. C loke 

fDEREK P . J ones 
Com posed by S ir A. P ercival  H ey w o o d , B art .

Conducted by D erek  P. J o n e s .
* First peal on eight bells, t  500th peal (conducted 263); also 

1,000th tower. First in the method (C.C.C. Plain M ajor, N o. 261). 
Rung on the G ift Day for the restoration o f these bells.

EATON SOCON. B ED FO R D SH IRE.
T H E  B ED FO R D SH IRE ASSO CIA TIO N .

On Sat., M arch  4, 1961, in 2 H ours and  46 M inutes,
A r the  C hurch  o f  St . M ary,

PEA L O F 5024 SU PER LA TIV E SU R PR ISE  M A JO R 
Tenor 13 cv/t. 3 qr. in F.

Treble
‘ K athleen A . R iv et t  . .  2

A v ril  I v in  ...................... 3
R onald J. Sharp . .  4 

Com posed by T hom as B. W o r sley . 
* First touch o f Superlative.

‘ F rank W . R iv et t  . .  . .  5 
J am es H . P ailino  . .  . .  6 
A lfr ed  E. R ushton  . .  7
St ephen  I v i n ....................Tenor

Conducted by S tephen  Ivin .

LO N D O N . E.C.
T H E A N C IEN T SOCIETY O F CO LLEG E YO U TH S. 

On Sat., M arch  4, 1961, in 3 H ours and  30 M inhtes, 
A t t h e  C hurch  o f  St . L awrence J e w r y ,

A  PEAL OF 5056 L O N D O N  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R 
T enor 24} cwt.

D e n n is  R andall . .  . .  Treble F rank C. P rice
A lan J . F r o s t ...................... 2
M ichael P. M oreton . .  3 

‘ B rian D o w n es  . . . .  4 
Composed by G abriel L in d o f f .

5
Brian D . A . T hrelfall  . .  6 
J ohn  E . C hilcott  . .  . .  7 
J ohn  H . C ram pion  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J ohn H . C rampion.
‘ First peal in the m ethod. First o f London on the bells.

N O R BU R Y  (H A ZEL G RO V E). C H ESH IR E.
T H E  CH ESTER  D IOCESAN G U IL D .

On Sat., March 4. 1961, in 2 H ours and  36 M inutes, 
A t  t h f .  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  T h o m a s ,

A PEAL O F 5088 Y O R K SH IR E SU R PR ISE  M A JO R 
Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr. 22 lb. in F.

C h r istin e  M acnair . .  Treble 
C arol F ernley  . .  . .  2 
E ileen  M . F earn . .  . .  3

‘ Basil  J ones  ' ' .................. 4
Cpm oosed by A rthur C raven .

* 100th peal together.
Rung as a 21st birthday com plim ent to  Miss Anne P 

M arple.
W EST B R ID G FO R D . N O T TIN G H A M .

T H E SOUTHW ELL DIOCESAN G U IL D .
On Sat., M arch 4, 1961. in 2 H ours and  53 M inutes , 

A t th e  C hurch  o f  St . G il e s .
A  PEA L OF 5040 G R A N D SIR E  T R IPL ES

‘ Bernard F. L G r o v e s . .  5
J ohn  W o r t h ...................... 6
B ria n  H a r r i s ...................... ^
R obert B. S m it h  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by R obert B. S mith .

Smith, of

P arker's Twelve-Part.
‘ R u t h  B la c k s h a w  . .  . .  T reble 
J. D a v id  C la r k e  . .  2 

fBRUN R. M i l l s  . .  . .  3 
‘ M a u r ic e  H a r r i s o n ............  4

T enor 9 cwt. 2 q r. in G  sharp- 
F . W il l ia m  M id w in te r  . .  5- 
H a r o ld  S te v e n s o n  . .  . .  6 
W il l ia m  L. E x to n  . .  . .  1 
W i l f r e d  L. R a t c i  ie f e  . .  Tenor

Conducted by W illiam  L. E xton .
* First peal on eight bells, t  First o f  G randsire Triples. First of 

Triples on the bells.
Rung as a farewell lo C anon R. F . W ilkinson, chairm an o f  this 

G uild, who is retiring at the end o f  the m onth after 20 years as Rector
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W IC K E N , N O R TH A M PTO N SH IR E .
T H E  PETER B O R O U G H  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

On Sun., M arch  5, 1961, in  2 H ours and  47 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . J ohn-the-Evangelist,

A PEA L  O F  5120 SPLIC ED  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R 
In eight m ethods, coniaining 1,920 L ondon, 960 Rutland, 640 Bristol 
and 320 each o f  Cam bridge, Lincolnshire, Pudsey, Superlative and 
Y orkshire; w ith 119 changes of m ethod. T enor 15 cwt. 1 qr. 20 lb.
G eorge E. G reen . .  . .  Treble  A lan J. F r o s t .................... 5
W ilfred W illiams . .  . .  2 Peter Border .................... 6
John A . A nderson . . . .  3 R obin G . Lea le .................... 7
John D . R ock; .................... 4 Ph ilip  M e h e w ....................Tenor
Com posed, by A. J. P itman. C onducted by P eter Border.

First peal o f Spliced Surprise on the bells.

G A TESH EA D , CO. D U R H A M .
T H E D U R H A M  A N D  N EW CA STLE D IO CESA N  ASSO CIA TIO N . 

On Thurs., M arch  9, 1961. in 2 Hours and  41 M inutes,
A t the Church of St . M ary,

A PEA L O F 5040 G R A N D S IR E  T R IPLES
Bruerton’s Twelve-Part.
‘ M ichael  T o d d  . .  . .  Treble
‘ Jo h n  E . E rr ing to n  . .  2
J o h n  E . A n d e r s o n . .  . .  3

fCHARLES N . L ea . .  . .  4

J. A lan A insworth 
G eorge S. D eas 

+Eric N . H arrison . .  
Robert F. T elford

T enor 15 cwt.
5
6 
7

Tenor
C onducted  by ,1. A lan A insw orth .

* First peal, f  50th peal together.

G R U N D IS B U R G H , SU FFO LK .
T H E  SU FFO LK  G U IL D .

On Thurs.. M arch  9. 1961, in 2 H ours and  47 M inutes, 
At the C hurch of St . M ary,

A  PEA L O F 5056 PL A IN  BOB M A JO R 
T enor 8 cwt. 23 lb. in G.

David H . Buxton . .  . .  Treble 
Clifford R. Lovatt . .  2 
Mrs. R. F . D owning . .  3 
James Be n n e t t .................... 4
Composed by J. R. Pritchard.

F rederick J. C rapnell . .  5 
Ernest G . P earce . .  . .  6 
Robert F . D ow nin g . .  . .  7
C ecil  W . P i p e ....................Tenor

Conducted by J ames B ennett.
Rung as an 80th birthday com plim ent to F. ,T. Crapnell, a regular 

,Simday service ringer a t G rundisburgh for 47 years and churchwarden 
20 years.

N ETH ERSEA LE. D ERBY SH IRE.
T H E  M ID LA N D  CO U N TIES G U IL D .

On Thurs., M arch  9, 1961, in 2 H ours and  49 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . Peter.

A PEA L O F  5152 D O U BLE N O R W IC H  CO U RT BOB M A JO R 
Tenor 11 cwt. 2 qr. 7 lb. in G.

Leslie L . W illis . .  . .T r e b le  1 J ohn K. Smith  . .
‘ Norman W . A ttaway . .  2 ! W illiam F . W oodward

Joseph  W. C otton 
R oland Beniston

5
6 
7

T  enor
Conducted by Roland Beniston .

Derek P. J ones . .  . .  3 
Gordon H. L ane . .  . .  4 

Composed by j .  R eeves.
•; * First peal in the m ethod.

A birthday complim ent to Mrs. J. W. C otton .

A SH TO N -U N D ER -LY N E, LA N CA SH IRE.
TH E C H ESTER D IOCESAN G U IL D .

O n Sat., M arch  11, 1961, in  2 H ours and  59' M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . Peter.

A PEA L O F 5152 SPLICED  SU R PR ISE  M A JOR 
In four methods, containing 1,312 Bristol and 1,280 each of Cam ­
bridge, London and Superlative, with 112 changes of m ethod and  all 

the work of each m ethod for every bell.
Tenor 18 cwt. 3 q r. 1.1 lb. in E.

F. J ohn N elson . .  . .  Treble j A. Peter W hitehead . .  5 
Edward J enkins . . . .  2 j Leslie Boumphrey . .  . .  6 
Frederick W . G rocott . .  3 j Ivor R. N ichols . .  . .  7
Brian J. W ylde . . . .  4 i Peter Border ....................Tenor
Composed by A. J. P itman. Conducted by Peter Border.

A SH TO N -U N D ER -LY N E, LA N CA SH IRE.
TH E CHESTER DIOCESAN G U ILD  

On Sat., M arch  11, 1961. in 2 Hours and  55 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . P eter,

A PEAL O F 5024 L O N D O N  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R 
Tenor 18 cwt. 3 qr. 24 lb. in D.

‘ John Robinson . .  . .  Treble 
tR onald J. J ohnston . .  2 
F. John N elson . .  3
A. P eter W hitehead . .  4 

Composed by R iv . H. L aw J ames.

‘ M ichael D . F ishw ick  . .  5 
D enis M ottershead . .  6 
W illiam  H . D owse . .  7 
R obert B. Smith . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Robert B. Sm ith .
‘ First peal of London, f  F irst o f  London M ajor.

ESH ER. SU RREY .
T H E  G U IL D F O R D  DIOCESAN G U ILD .

On Sat., M arch  11, 1961, in 2 Hours and  4} M inutes, 
A t  C h r is t  C h u r c h .

A PEA L O F  5088 Y O R K SH IR E SU R PR ISE  M A JO R 
T enor 7 cwt. 1 qr. 14 lb. in A  flat.

C hristine M. H arbott. .T r e b le  
C atherine M. Powell . .  2 
Stanley G . P onting . .  3 

‘ John F. M. M aybrey . .  4
Composed by A. C raven. Conducted by A. P atrick C annon.

* F irst peal of Yorkshire. First o f Y orkshire on the bells.

Ann M. C ox 
W illiam T. B eeson 
Roger R. Savory 
A. P atrick C annon

5
6 
7

Tenor

EA TO N  SOCON. BED FO RD SH IRE.
T H E  C A M B R ID G E  U N IV ER SITY  G U ILD .

On Sat., M arch  11, 1961, in 2 Hours and  48 M inutes,
A t the C hurch o f  St . M ary,

A PEA L OF 5040 STED M A N  TRIPLES 
H eyw ood’s. Tenor 13 cwt. 2 qr. 24 lb. in F.

F. E. H aynes (St. C a th .’s) Treble 1 ‘ A lan G riffin  (T r in ity ) .. 5 
‘ H ilary M uirhead (Newn.) 2 j J. H. R. F reeborn (Clare) 6 
‘ R ichard H ough (Jesus).. 3 W. T. C ook (Jesus) . .  7
*P. H . Langton (Trinity) 4 P. B. H odson (Emma.) . .  Tenor 

Conducted by W. T . C ook.
* First peal of Stedman.

TR U M PIN G T O N , CA M B R ID G E.
T H E  C A M B R ID G E U N IV ER SIT Y  G U ILD .

On Sat.. M arch  11, 1961, in 2 H ours and  45 M inutes,
A r the C hvrch of SS. M ary and M ichael,

A PEA L O F 5120 SPLICED  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R 
In four methods, nam ely: 1,120 R utland, 1,280 Cambridge, 1,280 

Lincolnshire and 1,440 Yorkshire, w ith 69 changes o f m ethod. 
T enor 10 cwt.

C lare W ebster (G irton) Treble 
Susan J ackson (G irton) . .  2 
F rances Secker (G ir to n ) .. 3 
D. J. Roaf (Trinity) . .  4 
Com posed by P. G . K. D avies.

A. R. Heppenstall (Sel.) . .  5 
J ames T aylor (St. C ath .’s) 6
B. D. T hrelfall (Trinity) 7
C. M. P. J ohnson (Selwyn) Tenor 

Conducted by A R. H eppen sia ll .

HEPTO N STA LL. Y O R K SH IR E.
T H E Y O R K SH IR E ASSOCIATION.

O n Saf., M arch  11, 1961.. in  3 H ours and  15 M inutes,
A r the C hurch of St . T homas-a-Becket.

A  PEA L O F  5472 SPLICED  SU R PR ISE  M AJOR
In nine methods, being 1,024 London, 832 Bristol. 800 W atford. 640 
Cambridge, 512 D orchester, 512 Pudsey, 416 Cassiobury, 384 Superla­
tive and 352 L inco ln ; with 125 changes o f method and all the work
of each method for every bell.
J. N eville P arkin . .  . .  Treble 
Sheila M. M oulds . .  . .  2
Patricia R e e v e .................... 3
M. V ivien  C opping . .  . .  4 
Com posed by A. J. P itman.

Tenor 18 cwt. 
G eoffrey F . Bryant . .  5 
J. H enry F ielden . .  . .  6 
J ohn F . Bryant . .  . .  7
Robert E. Moulds..............Tenor
Conducted by J. H enry F ielden .

Rung by the Sunday service band o f All Souls' C hurch, Haley Hill, 
Halifax.

H IG H C L ER E. H A M PSH IR E 
T H E  W IN C H ESTER A N D  PO RTSM O U TH  D IOCESAN G U IL D . 

O it Sat., M arch  11, 1961. in 2 H ours and  38 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . M ichael and A ll Angels.

A PEA L O F 5024 Y O R K SH IR E  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R  
T enor II cwt. 27 lb. in G.

D avid E. H ouse . .  . .  Treble \ M. Elizabeth C hapman. .
2 1‘ fDEREK C. J a c k s o n  

J o h n  R. F a i t h f u l l  . .  3 
t J a n ic e  E. W i l l i a m s o n . .  4 

Com posed by C. W . R o b e r t s .

•N orman H ayes . .  . .  6 
‘ M ichael J. T homas . .  7
Tom C h a p m a n ....................Tenor

Conducted by T om C hapman.
‘ F irst peal of Y orkshire, f  25th peal, i  First o f  Surprise.

IC K LETO N , C A M B R ID G ESH IR E .
T H E  U N IV ER SIT Y  O F LO N D O N  SOCIETY.

On Sat, M arch  I I ,  1961, in 3 H ours and  3 M inutes, 
At the C hurch o f  St . M ary M agdalene,

A PEA L  O F 5024 IC K L ET O N  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R  
T enor 18 cwt. 2 qr. 21 lb. in F .

P a u l C a tte rm o le  . .  . . T r e b l e  
E. Jan e  L an g to n  . .  . .  2
M ikaela E rik .................... 3
J. M ichael L akin . .  . .  4 
Com posed by G . L indoff.

Robin J. T rebilcock . .  5
G eoffrey P ratt.................... 6
D erek E. Sibson . .  . .  7
P h ilip  M e h e w ....................Tenor
Conducted by D erek E. S ibson. 

F irst peal in the method by all the band, and for the Society.

N O R TH  STO N EH A M , H A M PSH IR E.
T H E  W IN C H ESTER  A N D  PO R TSM O U TH  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

On Sat., M arch  11, 1961, in 2 H ours and  46 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h ur c h  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s .

A PEA L O F  5088 Y O R K SH IR E SU R PR ISE  M A JO R
T enor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 16 lb. in G.

R eginald T. J ones . .  . .  Treble R eginald W. R ex . .  . .  5 
Patricia H eather . . . .  2 j F rederick W.  R ogers . .  6 
F rank W.  Lew is  . . . .  3 i M aurice J . Butler . .  . .  7 
Ronald F . D iserens . .  4 J G eoffrey K . D odd . .  . .  Tenor 
Com posed by A rthur C raven. Conducted by G eoffrey K. D odd .

Rung after meeting short for an attem pt fo r Cam bridge Surprise 
Royal.

A SH TO N -U N D ER -LY N E. L A N C A SH IR E .
T H E  L A N C A SH IR E  A SSOCIATION.

On Sun., M arch . 12. 1961. in 2 H ours and  50 M inutes,
A i ih e  C hurch of Sr. P eter.

A PEAL O F  5088 H U D D E R SFIE L D  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R 
Tenor 18 cwt. 3 qr. 11 lb. in E.

Edward J enkins . .  . .  5 
•A . Peter W hitehead  . .  6 

R obert B. Sm ith  ... . .  7
P eter Bo r d e r ....................Tenor

Com posed by N . J. P itstow . Conducted by P eter Border.
* 50th peal. F irst in the m ethod by all the band, and fo r the 

Association,

F re d e r ic k  S h a l lc ro s s  . .  Treble 
F . Jo h n  N e lso n  . .  . .  2 
D enis M o t te r s h e a d . .  . .  3 
N e il B e n n e t t .................... 4
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FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
H O A R  CROSS. STA FFO R D SH IR E.

TH E M ID L A N D  C O U N TIES G U IL D .
On Sal., Feb. 18. 1961, in 3 H ours and  29 M inutes,

A t th e  C hurch  o f  thf. H oly  A n g e l s ,
A  PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 

Being 42 six-scores in three m ethods: 16 o f Reverse C anterbury Plea­
sure (eight callings), 20 o f  G randsire (ten callings) and six o f  Plain

T enor 28 cwt. 1 qr. 7 lb. in D flat.Bob (four callings). 
D erek  P . J ones  
D a v id  W . Parkin  
L e sl ie  L . W il l is

T reble

3

E dw ard  H . W il l o w s  . .  4 
M ichael R . B lore . .  . . 5 
D av id  E am es (15}) . .  . .  Tenor

C onducted by D erek  P. J o n e s .

M A RSTO N , O X FO R D .
T H E  O X FO R D  DIOCESAN. G U IL D .

On Sat., M arch 4. 1961. in 2 Hours and  16 M inutes,
A r  th e  C hurch  o f  St . N ich o la s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 SOUTHREPPS PLEASURE DOUBLES 
T enor 5 cwt.

E dw ard  R. V enn . .  . .  Treble I J ohn  S. W a' lkf.r
N oel D . D e a m .................... 2 | R oy H. J o n e s ......................

A lec G a m m o n ....................Tenor
C onducted by A lec G am m on .

Ringers of 1 and 2 have now ‘ circled the tower." 
these bells by conductor.

Rung in m em oriam  A. W . Priestley, for many years vicar's w arden; 
also Phillip Sinnot.

30th peal on

M IL D EN H A LL , W ILTSH IR E.
TH E SALISBURY D IOCESAN G U IL D .

On Sat.. M arch 4, 1961. in 2 H ours and  37 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . John-th e-Baptist.

\  PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED SURPRISE MINOR 
Being 15 m ethods in seven extents, viz.: (I) W estm inster and Allendale. 
(2) Lincoln an d  C oldstream . (3) M unden and Chester, (4) Bcrwick and 
Hexham, (5) London and Wells, (6) Beverley, Surfleet and Cambridge, 
(7) Y ork and  D urham . T enor 8 cwt.

A n th o n y  R. P e a k e ..  . .  Treble Ian H. O ram  .................... 4
•P eter T . H urcombf. . .  2 Brian Bl a d o n .................... 5

V ic to r  G r i f f in  . .  . .  3 | John  R. C o o p e r ....................Tenor
Conducted by Ian H . O ram.

* First peal of Spliced, and in 15 methods. F irst o f M inor on the 
bells.

W O RTH EN , SH RO PSH IRE.
TH E SH RO PSH IRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., March 4. 1961. in 2 H ours and  33 M inutes,
At the C hurch of A ll Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
Being two extents each o f Cambridge Surprise and Kent Treble Bob, 
and three of Plain Bob. Tenor 7 cwt. I qr. 8 lb. in A.
R ich a rd  N. E. R aven . .  Treble | P h ilip  J. E vans . .  . .  4
C olin Smith .................... 2 Edward Co il e y . .  ../ . .  5
R o g er P o w e l l .................... 3 H a rry  P o y n e r ....................Tenor

Conducted bv Edward C olley .
First peal of M inor on the bells. .

C LIFTO N -O N -TEM E. W ORCESTERSHIRE.
TH E W O RCESTERSH IRE A N D  D ISTRICTS A SSOCIATION. 

On Sun., March 5, 1961, in 2 Hours and  54 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . K enelm ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being three extents of O xford Bob and four Plain Bob. Tenor 101 cwt. 
•W  R ic h a rd  R o b e rts  . .  Treble | F ra n k  W o o d y a tt  . .  . .  4 

W illiam  H enksm an . .  2 j W a l te r  H uband  . .  . .  5
A r th u r  F . W a l l  . . . .  3 I Thom as C o o p e r ....................Tenor

Conducted by T homas C ooper.
* First peal.

BREN TFO RD , M ID D LESEX .
T H E  U N IV ER SITY  O F LO N D O N  SOCIETY.

On M on., M arch  6. 1961. in 2 Hours and  46 M inutes.
At the C hurch of St . L awrence,

A PEAL OF 5040 SURPRISE MINOR
Being one extent each of London. Netherseale, Y ork, D urham . Sur­
fleet, Beverley and Cambrid.ee. Tenor 11 cwt. 2 qr. 11 lb. in G. 

P a u l C a tte rm o le  . .  . .  Treble [ *D r. D. J. N e a l Sm ith  . .  4 
*E. Jane L an g to n  . . . .  2 I D erek  E. Sibson . .  . .  5 
•D ian a  M. L a w le s s . .  . .  3 G e o ffre y  P r a t t  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by D erek  E. Sibson.
* First peal o f  seven Surprise M inor methods.

M O U LTO N . L IN C O LN SH IR E .
T H E LIN CO LN  DIO CESA N  G U ILD .

On M on., M arch  6. 1961. in 2 H ours and  52 M inutes,
A t t h e  C hurch  o f  A ll  Sa in ts ,

A  PEAL OF 5040 SURPRISE M INOR  
Being, one extent each of L ightfoot, L ondon, Y ork, W estnl' nster- Hex­
ham, Ipswich and Surfleet. T enor 15} cwt.
G eorge W . M a s s e y . .  
E d w in  T . C hapman . .  
A lbert W . A . L eggett

. Treble R onald  C . N oon 
C yril R . B urrell 
J. M artin T horley

4
5

Tenor
Conducted by J. M artin T horley .

FR E N SH A M , SU RREY .
T H E  G U IL D F O R D  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

On Wed., March. 8, 1961. in 2 Hours and  38 M inutes.
A t th e  C h urch  o f  St . M ary,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

In four methods, being tw o extents each of Cambridge Surprise, K ent 
Treble Bob, Oxford Treble Bob and one of Plain Bob. T enor II cwt.

C l iffo r d  J . Beadle 
• P eter J . J oyce 
•W alter W . W right

* First peal.

Treble 
2 
3

*D . P a u l  T r e b le ,  . .  . .  4 
• P a u l  N . M u r g a t r o y d  . .  5 

Tom  P a g e  ......................Tenor
Conducted by T o m  P a g e .

BREN TFO RD , M ID D LESEX .
M ID D LESEX  C O U N TY  ASSN. & L O N D O N  D IOCESAN G U ILD . 

On Fri., M arch  10, 1961, in 2 Hours and  53 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  St . L aw rence ,

A  PEAL OF 5040 SURFLEET SURPRISE MINOR  
Being seven c,..ents. Tenor 11 cwt. 2 qr. 1 lb. in G.
R osem ary  F l em in g  . .  . .  Treble | K eit h  J ordan .................... 4
Bryan C. B u r r o u g h . .  . .  2 . R obin  G . L eale . .  . .  5 
D avid  J . T aylor . . . .  3 ! Bernard E . M atthew s . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Robin G . Leale .
First peal in the m ethod by all the band.

BERRICK  SALOM E. O X FO R D SH IR E.
TH E O X FO R D  DIOCESAN G U IL D .

On Sat., M arch  11. 1961, in 2 H ours and  27 M inutes,
A t  the  C hurch  o f  St . H elen .

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Being seven extents. Tenor 7 cwt. in B flat.
S usan J . H o w es  . .  . .T r e b le  I P. G erald M cI l o n e . .  . .  4 
H elen  J. Butler . .  . .  2 j A ndrew  J. H o w e s  . .  . .  5 
M argaret E . T h e w l is  . .  3 I E dw ard  R. V enn . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by E dw ard  R. V en n .
First peal of M inor for all the band, except the conductor. Average 

age of band 16 years 10 m onths.
Rung as birthday com plim ents to  F rank Absolom, Anne Tonkinson 

(21) and John Thewlis (21).

C R O FT. LEICESTER SH IR E.
TH E  LEICESTER D IO CESA N  G U IL D  

On Sat., March  11. 1961. in 2 Hours and  29 M inutes,
A r the  C hurch  o f  S t. M ichael  and A i l  A n g e l s ,

A  PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR  
T enor 6 cwt. 2 qr. 6 lb. in C.

F rederick  W atson . .  Treble 
• D avid  W . Stenson  . .  2 

M ark G . W ood . .  . .  3

G e o rg e  C h a r l t o n  . .  . .  4 
B ria n  G . W a rw ic k  . .  . .  5 
J . H e d le y  W a le  . .  . .T eno r

Conducled by Brian G . W arw ick .
• First peal ‘ inside.' 450th peal as conductor.
A wedding compliment to  M r. and Mrs. Eric Wilson, o f  C roft.

IG H TH A M . K EN T.
T H E K EN T C O U N TY  A SSOCIATION.

On Sat.. M arch  11, 1961, in 2 H ours and  38 M inutes,
A t the C hurch  o f  Sr. P eter ,

A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED SURPRISE MINOR  
In 21 m ethods: (I)  Chester and Munden, (2) London. Wells and Cunc- 
castre, (3) Cam bridge. Ipswich. Norfolk and Primrose. (4) Lightfoot. 
W earm outh and Netherseale. (5) Annable's Ldndon. Rossendale and 
Stam ford. (6) Beverley, Surfleet, York and Durham , and (7) Hexham 
and Berwick; with 109 changes of m ethod. Tenor 8} cwt. in G.
J ohn D. F aircloth  . .  . .  Treble I Ian H. O ram .................... 4
R alph B ird  .................... 2 J ohn R. C ooper  . .  5
A ndrew  M . M a c v e . .  3 T hom as C u llin g w o r th  . .T e n o r

Conducted by I an H. O ram .
First peal in 21 Surprise m ethods by all the band, and on the bells.

WILLIAM
The original Leeds P O T T S

C H U R C I
C L O C K !

X A LL TYPES O F W O R K : 
•  INSPECTIONS W ITH O U T 

£  CH A R G E OR O BLIGA TION

(M an ag e r: R. II. Dove) &  SONS LTD., B A N K flE L D  T E R R A C E , LEEDS, Plionr 5 2 7 5 7
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H A R T F IE L D , SUSSEX.
T H E  EAST G R IN ST E A D  A N D  D IST R IC T  G U IL D .
On Sat., M arch  11, 1961, in  2  H ours and  44 M inutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary,
A  PEA L  O F 5040 P L A IN  BOB M IN O R

B eing  seven d iffe ren t ex ten ts . T e n o r 121 cw t.
*Ph il ip  W. M orse . .  . .  Treble j E d w a r d  J .  J enner . .  . .  4 
*E ric  C . F . R o g e r s . .  . .  2 j Brian E . J e ffr ey  . .  . .  5

A nn G eorge  ...................... 3 I S tanley  J e n n e r ......................Tenor
C o n d u c te d  by  Stanley  J e n n er .

* F irst peal, first a ttem pt. 25th peal as conductor.
A  birthday com plim ent to  Ann George.

LECH LA D E-O N -TH A M ES, G LO U C ESTER SH IR E.
TH E G L O U C ESTER  A N D  BRISTOL D IO CESA N  ASSOCIATION

" AND
T H E  C IR E N C E STE R  G R A M M A R  SCH O O L G U IL D .

On Sat., M arch  11, 1961, in 2 H ours and  45 M inutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . L a w r en c e ,

A  PEA L O F  5040 DOUBLES 
B eing ten  ex ten ts  each  o f  G ra n d s ire , P la in  B o b , A p ril D ay , R ev . St. 
B arth o lo m ew  a n d - tw o  o f  R ev . C an te rb u ry  P leasu re . T e n o r  17} cw t. 
* G illian  W alsh  . .  . .  Treble R oland T . W a k e f ie l d  . .  4 

A nne S t eph e n s  . .  . .  2 P eter J .  L e w is  . .  . .  5 
G ordon  W . L and . .  . .  3 ‘ G raham G . T h o m so n  . .  Tenor 

C o n d u c te d  by  G ordon  W . L and .
* F irst peal. F irs t as conductor. F irst o f mixed D oubles by all 

the band. F irst for the School G uild. Believed to be  the  youngest 
band to  ring a  peal fo r the G loucester and Bristol Association (average 
age 16 years).

R ung as a b irthday com plim ent to  Miss M olly W alsh.

M ER EW O R TH , K EN T.
T H E  K E N T  CO U N TY  A SSOCIATION.

On Sat., M arch  11, 1961, in  2 H ours and  42 M inutes,
A r  t h e  C hurch  o f  St . L aw rence ,

A  PEA L  O F  5040 SU R PR ISE  M IN O R  
In ten m ethods: (1) London and Wells, (2) Y ork  and  D urham , (3) 
Beverley and Surfleet, (4) Bourne, (5) N orw ich, (6) Ipswich and  (7) 
Cambridge. T en o r 9} cwt. in A flat.
J ohn  R . C o oper  . .  . .  Treble 

*John  D . F aircloth  . . 2
I an H . O r a m .................... 3

C onducted by R a lph  B ir d .
* First peal in ten methods, t  50th peal together.

I A n d r ew  M . M acve . .  4
t  R alph B ird  ...................... 5
T hom as C u l l in g w o r t h . . Tenor

W EA V ERH A M . C H ESH IRE.
T H E  CH ESTER DIO CESA N  G U IL D .

On Sat., M arch  U , 196,1, in 2 H ours and  45 M inutes,
A t  th e  C hurch  o f  St . M ary-th e -V ir g in ,

A  PEA L O F  5040 M IN O R 
Consisting o f one extent St. Clem ent’s, tw o each o f  Plain Bob, O xford 
T.B. and K en t T.B. T enor 9 cwt.
R oy F o ster  ......................Treble I J ohn  R yder  ........................ 4
V ictor  N eal .................... 2 H arold  W orrali................... 5
E rnest  P im lo tt  . . . .  3 j H arry W . H oward . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by H arry W . H ow ard .
Rung as a birthday com plim ent to  the daughter o f the conductor.

W ESTBU RY-ON-SEVERN, G LO U CESTERSH IRE.
T H E G LO U CESTER A N D  BRISTOL DIO CESA N  ASSOCIATION. 

O n Sat., M arch  11, 1961, in 2 H ours am i 59 M inutes,
A t  th e  C h u rch  o f  SS. P eter  and  P aul,

A  PEA L O F 5040 G R A N D SIR E  DOUBLES 
Ten callings. T enor 21 cwt.
J oy S m i i h ............................ Treble [ R ichard  C h e w  . . .  4
M ichael V. P o w e ll  . .  2 F rederick  T urner . .  5
R eginald  G . P o w e l l  . .  3 1 T ony  St e v e n s ......................Tenor

Conducted by R eg in a ld  G . P o w e l l .

HANDBELL PEALS
BA R RO W -O N -SO A R. LEICESTER SH IR E.
T H E  LEIC ESTER  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D .

On Thurs., Feb. 23. 1961, in  2 H ours and  1 M inute, 
A t  66 , M elton  R o ad .

A  PEA L  O F 5008 PLA IN  BOB M A JO R  
T enor size 15 in C.

E r n est  M o r r i s ...................... 1— 2 I J o hn  M . J e lley  . .  .
J ohn  A . A c r e s ...................... 3— 4 B. Stedm an  P ayne . .

5—6
7— 8

Com posed b y  E. M . A t k in s . C onducted by  J ohn  M . J e lley .

BA R ROW -ON-SOAR, L EIC ESTER SH IR E.
T H E  L EIC ESTER  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

On Thurs., M arch  3„ 1961, in  2 H ours and  5 M inutes, 
A t  66, M elton  R oad ,

A  PEA L O F 5168 P L A IN  BOB M A JO R  
T enor size 15 in C.

E rnest M o r r i s ...................... 1— 2 I J ohn  M . J elley
J o hn  A . A c r e s ...................... 3—4 B. Stedm an  P ayne . .

5—6
7— 8

A rranged from  E . M . A t k in s ’. C onducted by J ohn  M . J e ll ey .

THE 143rd FOURTH OF MARCH AT APPLETON
A /fO R E  by good luck th an  judgm ent, Fourth  
-‘-’-I- o f  M arch fell on  M arch 4th, a  happy 
coincidence as th is year m arked the centenary 
of the augm entation  o f  the A ppleton  bells, 
sufficient reason fo r the celebrations to  be on 
an even larger scale than  in previous years.

T he day sta rted  well, bo th  as regards the 
w eather an d  the success of the peial in  the 
m orning, conducted by Brian, youngest o f  'the 
ringing W hites. V isitors from  all pa rts  o f the 
cotm try enjoyed them selves during the after­
noon. ringing on  the fam ous ring an d  being 
refreshed a t  * The Plough,’ whose only failing 
was its inability to supply the wife o f a 
well know n O xford ringer with a  cup o f  tea.

T he landlord o f this hostelry, assisted by 
local ringers an d  friends, was responsible also 
fo r the  excellent spread, which greeted us as 
we converged fo r  the evening’s festivities. Over 
120 sa t dow n to  the m eal, held fo r the first 
time in  the village hall, w ith the  R ector, the 
Rev. A. Tindall-Harlt, in the chair.

W hen it was apparen t that all had  had 
their fill, the  loyal toast was d runk , and Sir 
Basil Blackweill rose to propose the toast o f 
‘ The C hurch .’ D eparting  from  the usual 
form ula he confined his a tten tion  to the  church 
a! A ppleton, rem inding the com pany of its 
debt to  those wtho had  provided this heritage. 
A lthough caught unaw ares by th is novel 
approach, the Rev. C . Elliot Wigg, drawing 
on his m any years’ experience as M aster of 
the O xford D iocesan G uild, gave a fitting 
reply. He spoke of the large part played by 
the A ppleton ringers in the life o f  their 
church, and the opportunity  they h ad  always 
provided fo r visitors from  neighbouring towers 
to gain experience in change ringing.

M r. F . Sharpe, speaking next, gave _ an  
account o f the history o f A ppleton ringing, 
recalling the trad itions o f  the W hite family, 
and  the  m any records gained in th is village. 
O n behalf o f the Exercise, he wished them 
every success fo r  the fu ture, a n d  gave the 
toast ‘ T he A ppleton Society.’

In  his response, F rank  W hite referred  to  the 
ringer w ho had said, * I t  will be w orth  the 
cost o f  the ticket ju st to  hear o ld F ran k  try 
ito m ake a  speech,’ b u t d id no t reveal which 
relation  o f his it  was. A fter welcoming the 
com pany, he  thanked the R ector for his con­
tinued support an d  co-operation. M asterfully 
living up  to the repu tation  accorded him 
through the colum ns of 1 The Ringing W orld .’ 
by an  A m erican lady handbell ringer, he 
entertained us w ith a  story  o f old A ppleton 
in * real Berkshire.’

N o t quite sure w hether he was qualified to 
propose the  toast o f ‘ The V isitors,’ M r. W. 
Hdbbert welcom ed ringers from  a  form idable 
list o f  towers throughout the country, m en­
tioning in particular M r. A . A . Hughes, from  
-the W hitechapel Foundry , w ho, voicing in his 
reply the feelings o f all present, expressed 
thanks fo r the excellent arrangem ents fo r the 
day and h is hopes th a t he would be there 
again  in fu tu re years.

A fter the tables - had  been cleared away, 
F red  Sharpe samg the trad itional F o u rth  of 
M arch  song and  the inform al p a rt o f the 
evening began. F rom  the A ppleton  ringers 
cam e tune ringing on handbells, and  a  lapped 
course of Gnandsire Caters, which was going 
beautifully until a  clapper fell o u t—it happens 
in the best of fam ilies— their reputation  being 
restored a t  a  second attem pt.

The well-loved A ppleton songs—  ‘ T he Long 
P eal,’ ‘ The N ightingale.’ ‘ The M idnight Peal ’ 
were aH sung enthusiastically by soloists and 
chorus alike. A s the evening progressed, old 
acquaintanceships were renewed an d  new friends 
m ade, while from  all parts o f the hall came 
reminiscences o f previous Fourths.

All too soon it was time to  leav e ; as we 
steadily drifted  aw ay enquiries could be heard 
fo r tickets fo r next year’s celebration, when 
the  com pletion o f  ano ther year an the history 
o f  A ppleton bells will, no doubt, be suitably 
rem em bered.

A .N .S .D .T .D .

THE LADIES’ GUILD 
Western District

T he annual D istrict m eeting was held a t  St. 
Jam es’, Bristol, o n  M arch llitih, w hen there 
was a  fair a ttendance o f  m em b ers..

A fternoon ringing was follow ed by a short 
service conducted by the V icar, the Rev. E. 
H opkins. T ea was taken an the  C hurch  H ouse, 
a fter -which the  business m eeting was held. 
Officers were elected as fo llow s: V ice-president, 
M rs. H . L. P a rfre y ; secretary and treasurer. 
Miss B. Johnson ; com m ittee, M rs. D . Bennett. 
M rs. de  Jong, M iss R. W ebb, M iss N . W il­
liams ; C entral Com m ittee representative, M rs. 
Bennett. F o u r new m em bers were elected: 
Mass J. Reason. Miss C . R itchens an d  Miss 
Bunt (all from  Tw erton) an d  Miss J. Kelley 
(Wrin-gton).

F ixed ahead are  an  evening practice on 
M ay 3rd an d  a  jo in t m eeting with South 
W ales D istrict in June. See ' R inging W orld ’ 
fo r details.

B. J .

ST. DAVID’S DIOCESAN GUILD
A  quarterly  m eeting was held a t  St. Bllyw. 

Llanelly, on  M arch 11th, a ttended by 55 
m em bers. T he V icar. C anon  H ow ard W illiams, 
officiated a t the service, the  organist being M r.
D. Pugh. The Ringing M aster, M r. R . W ar- 
burton , proposed a  hearty  vote o f  thanks to  
the ladies o f  the church, w ho prepared, such 
a  nice tea .

T he V icar opened the  business m eeting by 
w elcom ing the G uild  to  Llanelly. A  touch on 
the  handbells was given by M essrs. G . Thom as. 
R. W arburton . A. Hoa-re an d  E . M orris. T he 
M aster o f  the G uild . M r. G . T hom as, a n ­
nounced the m onthly p rac tices: one a t 
L iandeilo fo r eastern  m em bers, and  the o ther 
a t  H averfordw est fo r the  rem ainder.

A collection fo r  the Bell R estoration  F un d  
realised the sum  o f  £2 4s. 6d. One new 
life ringing m em ber and  seven probationary  
m em bers were elected.
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AUGHTON, LANCS.—On Feb. 12th. 1.260 Stcd- 
man Triples: I. Marsh 1, W . Rimmer 2, J. Lunham
3. R. Larkcy 4, D. Jones 5, K. Rothvvcll 6. L. 
Pearson (cond.) 7, H. Moorcroft 8. In memoriam 
Miss Hutton, a staunch supporter o f the church.

BENHILTON, SURREY.—On March 2nd. 1,260 
Grandsire Doubles: Emily Lane 1. M. Anne Burton
2. Patricia Collins 3. Christine S. Rowland 4. P. W.
5. Richardson (cond.) 5. W . D ixon 6. A tribute to 
the Rev. Marcus Donovan, on his retirement after 
15 years as yicar.

BILLINGSHURST, SUSSEX— On March 12th. 1,260 
Stcdman Triples: Sheila Baddcrly 1. B. Burroughs
2. C. W ood 3, E. Fasberry 4. H. W ood 5. G. Rix
6. R. P. W ood (cond.) 7, B. Matthews 8. First 
Stedman by 1, 2, 6.

BLO’ NORTON, NORFOLK.—On March 1st. 1.264 
Plain Bob Minor: Mrs. A. W . Foreman 1, N. Watson
2. R. Grant 3. R. Foreman 4. A. W . Foreman 5,
H. Fuller (cond.) 6. A birthday compliment to the 
treble ringer.

BRIDGERULE, DEVON.—On Feb. 26th, 1.260 
Grandsiro Doubles (with 7. 6. 8 covering): W . Vinni- 
combe 1, C. Cholwil! 2, W . Cholwill 3, J. Bowden
4. R. Pearce (cond.) 5, R. Youldcn 6, W . Bond 7, 
L. Green 8. For Evensong.

BRISTOL.—A*, the Cathedral, on March 5th. 1.260 
Plain Bob Triples: D. C. Excll 1, Kathleen M. Exell 
(first ‘ in sid e’) 2. V. Savage 3. . F. C. Mogford 4, 
P. Bridle 5, P. J. Bird 6, D. J. Hunt (first of Bob 
Triples as cond.) 7, W . Lampard (first quarter in 
Britain) 8. First o f Bob Triples for 1. 2, 3, 5. 8.

CAMBRIDGE.— On Feb. 26th. at the Church of 
St. Andrew the Great, 1.280 Spliced Surprise 
(London, Bristol, Yorkshire, Cambridge): H. C. Lewis
I, Franccs Seeker 2. Hilary Muirhead 3. Clare 
Webster 4. D. J. Roaf 5, A. J. Griffin 6. W . J. 
Ridgman 7, J. R. Taylor (cond.) 8. First quarter of 
Spliced for 3, 4 and 6. Rung by the University 
Guild for Evensong.

CANNOCK, STAFFS.—On March 11th. 1.260 
Grandsire Doubles: Shclagh Guthrie (first quarter) 1, 
Margaret Guthrie 2, A. Armstrong 3, D . Jordan 4, 
G. Bradbury (cond.) 5, E. Borley 6. Rung to 
coincide with the dedication, by the Bishop of  
Stafford, of the new daughter church o f St. Barnabas.

CAW THORNE, BARNSLEY.—On Feb. 26th. 720 
Violet, 720 Oxford: G. K. Crompton 1, C. A . Moxon
2, F. Cowling 3. E. Stainrod 4. H . Husby (cond.) 5. 
N . F. Moxon 6. To mark the silver wedding anni­
versary of Mr. and Mrs. F. Cowling.

CLIFTON, BEDFORDS.—On March 12th, 1,272 
Kent Treble Bob Minor (with 7, 8 covering): P. 
Rogers 1, G. Mayes 2, Miss S. Pcrcival 3. D . Ncwis
4. J. Church 5, P. Tompkins (cond.) 6, T. Dilley 7, 
T. Hyde 8. For Confirmation service.

CLYST HONITON, DEVON.—On Feb. 26th. 1.260 
Grandsire Triples (from Holt’s Original): A. Holway 
1 J. Salway 2, Mrs. G. E. Rctter 3. D . Callard 4. 
E. E. Retter 5, F. Willmington 6, G. E. Retter 
(cond.) 7. E. R. Retter 8. For Evensong.

COTGRAVE, NOTTS.—On March 1st. 1.440 Oxford 
T.B. Minor: R. Mills 1. S. Meredith (first in method 
‘ in sid e’)  2. R. Blackshaw 3, D. Bradley 4, M. W . 
Harrison (first as cond.) 5, F. Bradley 6. A birthday 
compliment to Mrs. Mills, wife of treble ringer.

CREWE, CHESHIRE.—At Christ Church, on March 
12th. 1.259 Grandsirc Caters: C. Thomas 1. S. Lay- 
land 2, W . Kerr 3. I. R. Nichols 4. F. S. Sutton 5.
E. J. Holloway 6. G. A. Packer (cond.) 7. M. E. 
Allman 8. M. Owen 9. H. Sutton 10. Half-muffled 
in memory o f R. D. Langford.

CUDHAM , KENT.—On Feb. 19th, 1,280 Kent 
T.B. Major: Miss D . J. W allace (first o f Major) 1.
A. S. Richards 2. Miss P. Fennell 3. Miss M. S. 
Taylor 4. L. W . G. Skinner (first of T.B. Major) 5. 
J. D. Faiicloth 6. D. C. Manger 7. A. M. Macvc 
(first o f Maior as cond.) 8.

DAGENHAM , ESSEX.—On Feb. 26th. 1.256 Little
B. Major: Miss H . Lowings 1. Miss J. Peacock 2, 
J. Carrott 3. F. G. Richardson 4, F. V. Gant (cond.)
5. T. East 6, A. Gargrave 7, L. S. W oods 8. For 
Matins.

EAST BRIDGFORD, NOTTS.—On March 12th.
1.260 Doubles (Plain Bob and Grandsire): Josephine 
Jenning 1, Susan Morris 2, N. W ilde 3. R. W ilde 4. 
J. Higgs (cond.) 5. For the christening o f Russell 
John Hunt, son of the churchwarden.

EAST RETFORD. NOTTS.—On Feb. 26th, 1.260 
Plain Bob Minor (on front six): Doreen Metcalfe 1. 
Jean Robertson 2, R. Fanthorpe 3, H . Denman 4. 
H Webb 5, J. Coates (first as cond.) 6. For 
morning service, and for the 21st birthday and engage­
ment of the ringer o f 2nd.

EDENBRIDGE. KENT.—On Feb. 19th. 1.260 
Doubles (Grandsirc and Plain Bob): E. C. Leigh 1,
E. J. Jenner 2, P. W . Morse (first quarter) 3, J. E. 
Warner 4, B. E. Jeffrey (cond.) 5. L. G. Fox 6. For 
Evensong.

QUARTER PEALS
EDMONTON, M IDDX.—On March 12th, 1,256 

Little Bob Minor: W. George 1, Trutiy Newcombc
2. J. W eeks 3. D. Langdon 4. R. Durrant 5, T. 
Hawkins (cond.) 6. For Mothering Sunday.

ELTHAM, KENT.—On March 5th. 1.360 Grandsire 
Triples (Holt's Original): G. Clarke (first quarter) 1. 
E J. Coodc 2, N . Clarke 3. P. Rablah (first * insjdc
4. Mrs. E. J. Coodc (cond.) 5, F. J. Hurrell 6, 
N Small 7, N. Elsworth 8. For Evensong, also for 
engagement of Mr. P. Rablah and Miss Margaret 
Dannahy.

EXETER, DEVON.—At the Church o f St. David, 
on March 5th. 1,260 Stcdman Triples; T. W ills 1, 
Miss J. Wooders 2, B. H. Thompson 3, J. M. 
Carter 4. G. Skinner 5, F. D. Mack 6. F. Wrefortf 
(cond.) 7, J. H. Glanvill 8. For the patronal festival 
of this church.

FARNWORTH »itb KEARSLFY, LANCS.—On 
March 5th, 1.260 Stcdman Triples: A. Grecnhalgh 1,
B. A. Tomlinson 2, J. Cunliffc 3, J. Thornlcy 4. N. 
Tompkins 5, P. Crook 6. G. Fothcrgill (cond.) 7. S. 
Andcrton 8. A 74th birthday compliment to Henry 
Prescott, a ringer at this church

FEERING, ESSEX.—On March 11th. 1,280 Cam­
bridge Surprise Major: P. W . Mills 1, A. T. Beck­
with 2. A. R. Syder 3. P. L. W ood 4. I. R. Panton
5. J. A. Warner 6, W. Arnold (cond.) 7, C. W. 
Burton 8. A 21st birthday complimcnt to Miss 
Marian R. Mills. After unsuccessful peal attempt.

FENHAM, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.—On March 
12th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: P. Reavcly (first on a 
working bell) 1, M. Todd (first ‘ in sid e’) 2, F. Ross
3, Mrs. R. W . Smith 4, J. A. Ainsworth (cond.) 5. 
J. Roach 6, N. H. Hewctt 7, .1. E, Errington 8. 
Mothering Sunday children's service. __

GARBOLD1SHAM, NORFOLK.—On March 6th.
1.264 Plain Bob Minor: Miss A. W. Foreman 1.
0 .  Garnham 2, Miss D. Reeve 3, G. Peck 4, A. W. 
Foreman 5, H . Fuller (cond.) 6. Rung in memory 
of M'\ O. F. Snelling, interred at Wacton church 
this day.

HALIFAX, YORKS.—On Feb. 26th. 1.264 Plain 
Bob Major: Sheila M. Moulds 1, E. I. Parkin 2. 
Pat Reeve 3. G. F. Bryant 4, J. H. Ficldcn 5, J. F. 
Bryant 6, J. N . Parkin (cond.) 7, R. E. Moulds 8. 
Also on March 5th. 1.344 Spliced Surprise Major 
(Cambridge. Superlative. London. Bristol, Pudsey, 
Lincoln. Dorchester, W atford, Cassiobury): J. N. 
Parkin 1. Sheila M. Moulds 2, Pat Reeve 3, M. V. 
Copping 4. G. F. Bryant 5, J. H. Fielden (cond.) 6. 
J. F. Bryant 7. R E. Moulds 8. For Evensong.

HARMONDSWORTH, M IDDX.—On March 5th.
1.440 Plain Bob Minor: Miss P. Harris 1, K. E. 
Young 2, C. Stevenson 3, C. B. Fynes 4, D . Pickett
5, D. C. Morgan (cond.) 6. For morning service. 

HEIGHINGTON, CO. DURHAM .—On Feb. 22nd.
1.260 Plain Bob Minor: R. Vasey 1, J. Robinson 2. 
R. Bowser 3. W . Thompson (first quarter) 4. J. 
Schofield 5. E. Thompson (cond.) 6.

HERSHAM, SURREY.—On March 12th. 1,400 
Plain Bob Triples: Gwen May 1. Pauline Drury 2, 
Joan A. Smith 3, H . Colcombc 4. J. Martin 5, C. 
Webb 6. J. King (cond.) 7, B. Priestley 8. First of 
Bob Triples 2, 3 and 8. For Mothering Sunday.

HUISH CHAMPFLOWER, SOMERSET.—On March 
7th. 1,260 Plain Bob Minor: A . Gale (first o f Minor)
1. F. Casley 2. G. Sparkes 3. W . J. Nurcombc 4,
C. Tarr (cond.) 5. H. V. Young 6. A complimcnt 
to  the Rev. M. M. K. and Mrs. Warren, on the 
birth of a son.

HUSBORNE CRAWLEY, BEDS.—On March 4th,
1.260 Plain Bob Minor (tenor covering): D . C. Hall 
1. M. Peanton 2. H. B. Whitney 3. I. Knox 4. 
R. A. Ward 5, R. Churchill (cond.) 6, K. C. 
Fleming 7. A wedding anniversary compliment to 
Rev. and Mrs. Bache, also a 21st birthday complimcnt 
to K. C. Fleming.

KESSINGLAND, SUFFOLK.—On March 5th. 1.260 
Doubles (Plain Bob and Grandsire): J. W . Sampson 
(first quarter) 1. T. J. Brock 2. M. Utton 3, R . C. L. 
Brown 4. M. J. Parker (cond.) 5. For Evensong, and 
as' a birthday complimcnt to the Rector, the Rev. 
T. F. Drury.

KINGSW INFORD, STAFFS.—On March 5th, 1,260 
Spliccd Triples (Grandsire, Oxford Bob and Single 
Court Bob): A. Williams 1. C. Peakman 2. A. Fascy
3. F. E. Jukes (cond.) 4, R. A. Pcakman 5. A. E. 
Morgan 6. C. F . Jukes 7, F. Preston 8. First in 
three methods 1 and 3. For Evensong.

LUPPITT, DEVO N— On March 5th, 1,260 Grand­
sire Doubles: Miss F. M. Sage (first quarter) 1. T. J. 
Thorne 2. J. Sage 3, T . J. Sage (cond.) 4, E. W . 
Broom 5, A. W . Sage 6. For evening service.

MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE.—On Feb. 28th,
1,280 Plain Bob Doubles: H. C. Lonyon (cond.) 1, 
J. Morlidgc 2, G. Owen 3. M: Mottcrshead 4, J. 
Taylor 5, V. Norbury 6. First quarter for all exccpt 
ringers of treble and sixth. A lso on March 3rd,
1.440 Plain Bob Minor: R. Day (first quarter) 1. B. 
Schofield 2. D. Heapy 3. R. Worrall 4, B. Corbishlcy 
5. J. Whittaker (cond.) 6.

NORTH WEALD, ESSEX.—On March 12th, 1.260 
Kent Treble Bob and Plain Bob: H. King 1. Ann 
Hancock 2, Wendy Bowak 3, S. King 4, J. McPhail
5. W . Wedlock (cond.) 6. For Mothering Sunday 
servicc.

OTTERY ST. MARY, DEVON.—On March 4th. 
1.680 Plain Bob Major: C. J. Turner 1, E. J. 
Manley 2, Miss J. Davies 3. J. Arbury 4, J. Ayres 
(first of Major) 5. J. Quick 6. C. C. Deem (first of 
Major as cond.) 7, C. C. Turner 8.

OXFORD.—Op March 5th. at the Church of St. 
Aldate, 1.5b0 Doubles (Southrcpps Pleasure, Dcd- 
worth Bob. April Day. Plain Bob and Grandsirc): 
Miss G. Gray 1. J. H. Gardner 2, S. D. Edwards 3, 
R. H. Allsworth 4, E. R. Venn (cond.) 5, A. Ivings
6. For Evensong.

PETERSFIELD, HANTS.—On March 11th, 1.260 
Plain Bob and Grandsirc Doubles: Margaret Chap­
man (first quarter) 1. R. Walker 2. K. Sansom (cond.)
3. B. S. Gambrill 4. K. Tipper 5. B. Kcrcher 6.

RAN,MOOR, YORKS.—On March 12th, 1.344 Plain 
Bob Major: B. Ditcher 1, D. Pearson 2. Eileen 
Osborne 3. J. Kershaw 4. J. Clarke 5. T. Hargreaves
6. E. Palin 7. J. Rank (cond.) 8. First of Major 6 
and 7. For morning scrvice.

REDHILL, SURREY.—On Feb. 26th, 1.260 Plain 
Bob Major: D. W est 1. Freda Hankey 2, Betty 
Saggers 3. W . Dunn 4. D. Munday 5, G. West 6.
E. Roberts 7. A. Streeter (cond.) 8. First of Major 
1 and 4. For Evensong.

ROTHERHAM, YORKS.—On March 5th. 1.296 
Little Bob Royal: J. Carson 1. N. Donovan 2, Mrs. 
M. Burns 3. Mrs. E. Chaddock 4, R. Woodward 5, 
Susan Chaddock 6. S. Armeson 7. P. Walker 8, 
J N. D. Chaddcck 9. N . Chaddock (cond.) 10. 
Rung half-muffled in mcmoriam Mr. Harry Holmes, 
churchwarden, who died the previous day.

SHEPPERTON, M IDDX.—On Jan. 21st. 1.260 Plain 
Bob Doubles: C. Fynes 1, M. Loveday 2, R. Wiggins
3, E. Skipscy (cond.) 4, M. Bartlett 5.

SHERBURN-IN-ELMET, YORKS.—On Feb. 8th,
1.260 St. Clement's Bob Minor: P. Copley (first in 
the method) 1. D. Sheppard (first ‘ tou ch ’ in the 
method ‘ inside ’) 2. K. B. Sissons 3, Mrs. J. 
Render 4. A. Evans 5, A. Sheppard (cond.) 6.

SLAPTON, BUCKS.—On Feb. 27th, 1.440 Plain 
Bob Doubles: J. Claughton 1, A. G. Stripp 2, M. 
Pearson 3. I. Pett (cond.) 4. W . Scar 5.

STAUNTON-ON-W YE, HEREFORDS.—On March 
9th. 1.260 Cambridge Surprise Minor: Mrs. E. C. 
Chandler I. R. A. Hatcher 2, F. Read (cond.) 3, 
J. Hope 4. A. B. Ellsmorc 5, A. Wingate 6. First 
in method 2. 4 and 5. For Hereford Diocesan Guild s 
75th anniversary.

STOKE BISHOP, BRISTOL.—On Feb 19th, 1.260 
Doubles (Grandsire, April Day, Plain. Reverse Canter­
bury and Stcdman): Mrs. J. Gray 1, Miss E. Brocklc- 
hurst 3. P. Gray (cond.) 4. M. Hill 5, R. Brockle- 
hurst 5. Rev. D . Sansum (first quarter) 6. For 
Evensong.

STRAITON ST. MARGARET, WILTS.—On Feb. 
15th, 1.260 Plain Bob Doubles: Miss J. Cook 1, 
Miss A. O’Flahcrty (first quarter * inside ’) 2, Miss
C. Lanslcy (cond.) 3. S. J. Withey 4. V. Griffin 5. 
A. Hathcrall 6. Rung prior to Ash Wednesday 
evening servicc. Also on Feb. 26th. 1.260 Plain Bob 
Minor: Miss A. O'Flaherty 1. Miss M. Webb 2. H 
Austin 3. S. J. Withey 4. A. R. Peake 5, V. Griffin 
(cond.) 6. First o f, Minor for 1 and 2. For 
Evensong, and as an 83rd birthday complimcnt to 
Mr. T. Mouldcn, forer Ringing Master. Also on 
March 1st. 1.260 C-randsire Triples: Miss J. Cook 
(first on eight belis) 1, Miss M. Wright 2. V. Griffin 
(cond.) 3. Miss C. Lansley 4, H. Austin 5, S. J. 
Withcy 6. A. R. Peake 7, R. Drewitt 8. For 
mid-week Lenten servicc.

WEST HARTLEPOOL, CO. DURHAM .—On Jan. 
29th, 1,280 Bob Major: T. Applcgarth (first of Major)
I. R. Webster 2. M. Machin 3. Janet Payne 4. J. 
Pladdys 5. J. Maughan 6. H. Nielson 7. W . Maughan 
(cond.) 8. First o f Bob Major 3. 4. 5. 6. For 
Scptuagesima. and an engagement complimcnt to 
Ruth Anderson.

WISTASTON, CHESHIRE.—On March 4th, 1.260 
Minor (Childwall, St. Clement’s, Reverse Canterbury 
Pleasure. Single Oxford. Oxford T.B.. Kent T.B. and 
Plain Bob): H. Sutton 1. G. A. Packer 2. I. R. 
Nichols 3, F. S. Sutton 4. J. E. Brough (cond.) 5,
F . R. Morton 6. Rung as a  welcome to  Rev. W. 
Stanley Walker, inducted on March 2nd.
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N O T I C E S
Scale of Charges

M eetings: 3/6 (minimum) for 30 words, after­
wards l} d . a word. Each additional insertion 
half charge.

Other N otices: 4/- (minimum) for 36 words, 
afterwards IJd. a word.

D isplayed: 7/6 per single column inch.
N o guarantee of insertion after Monday, first 

post.

DEATHS
S TA N N A R D . W ILLIA M  ISA A C.— D eparted 

this life. M arch 17-th. Sadify messed by all a t 
Bury St. Edm unds. 7911

Y O R K -B RA M BLE.— On March 17th. I% l 
(after illness). Lillian (' V ied  ’), dearly beloved 
wife of A loert Y ork-B ram ble, o f 40, Park- 
stone Avenue. Southsea. Funeral, M arch 22nd. 
Portsm outh  C athedral. 7894

HOLIDAY ACCOM M ODATION
C O R N ISH  R IV IE R A — W illiams, Copperhill 

House, Redruth. Ideal holiday centre fo r all 
C ornw all’s beauty sports. Extensive sea and 
country views. Every com fort, excellent cuisine, 
highly recom m ended. Suitable all year round. 
T e le : R edru th  533. Term s m oderate. 7267

HANDBELLS W ANTED
W A N TED .—Secondhand set o f handbells 

for school wishing to  sta rt a handbell ringing 
group. Reasonable price paid. Please contact 
R. A. F. Springate. H eadm aster. Caine 
Secondary M odern School. Caine. W ilts. 7881 

W A N TED .— Two secondhand handbells, 
notes E, size 20 and D  size 21. Preferably 
cast.—A shington School. Pulborough, Sussex.

PUBLICATIONS
‘ E LE M E N TA R Y  C H A N G E  R IN G IN G ,’ 

by F. F . R ig b y : an  exceptionally good in tro­
duction to  the art o f change-ringing: 3s. 6 d . ; 
postage 3d.— S.P.C .K ., H oly T rin ity  C hurch, 
M arylebone R oad, L ondon, N .W .l. 5250

L EIC ESTER  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D .— A nnual 
report for I960 (48 different com positions) now 
available, 2s. 6d plus postage. R eports for 
follow ing years still available a t  Is. 6 d .; 1959 
(49 com ps.): 1958 (49): 1957 (47): 1956 (53); 
1955 (44): 1954 (24): 1951-53 (81); 1950 (197). 
R eports fo r following years (no  com ps.), Is .: 
1948-49: 1946-47.— B. G . W arwick (H on. Gen. 
Sec.), 12. D orothy Avenue, G len Hills, 
Leicester. 7880

M ISCELLANEOUS
B E LLR IN G ER  S C A R  BA D G E.— Bell design 

in silver on dark blue background. Heavily 
chrom ed surround, with dom ed perspex cover. 
C om plete with screws for fixing. Price 34s., 
po:i. free. O btainable onily fro m : W illiam H. 
V :ggers. 37. Highfield G ardens, A ldershot. 
H ants. 7901

Buy him  a B B LL R IN G E R 'S  T IE  as an 
I aster gift. O btainable from  The A ldershot 
Stores. 35. G rosvenor R oad. A ldershot. Price 
l l s .  4d. fcach. including postage. A vailable in 
brown, green o r blue. A lso neck squares in 
same m aterials. 28s. 7902

D EV O N  G U IL D  O F R IN G E R S .— Exeter 
Branch.— W eekly practices will be resum ed a t  
Heavitree. on and afte r T hursday. A pril 6th. 
Thursday evenings 7.15-8 45 o 'c lock . ‘ AH 
ringeis welcome.—G . Skinner, Sec., 38, Hans- 
ton  R oad, Exeter 7905

L A D IE S ’ G U IL D .— Proposed revdvaf of 
E astern  Branch. Those in terested  m eet fo r tea 
ait Co-op. Cafe, Ipswich, M arch 25tih, 3.45 p.m . 
M eeting and ringing a t St. M argaret's Church
4.30 p.m .— Alice E . J . Lester. 7900

IN D E X — 1960, also 1959 and  1958, of 
‘ Ringing W orld ,’ fo r binding. F ree for 
stam ped addressed envelope. A pply: ‘ The 
Ringing W orld ,’ c/o WoodOnidge Press, L td., 
Onslow Street, G uildford.

PEAL C A R D S A N D  Q U A R T E R  PEA L 
C A R D S, m inim um  12 in set, price 6s. 6d. post 
free. F o r  quarter peal cards, second copy 
written o u t in style o f  a pea'l is essential.—
• The Ringing W orld ’ Office, G uildford .

A D D ITIO N A L  copies. Jubilee issue, avail­
able a t  ' R inging W orld ' Office, lOd. Post free 
tw o or m ore copies.

PERSONAL
' PR A ISE  H im  upon the well-tuned cy m b als: 

praise Him upon the loud cymbals. Let every 
thing th a t hath  b rea th : praise the L ord .' 
(Psalm cl, 5 and 6.)

M A R R IA G E  T H R O ’ SO CIA L IN T R O D U C ­
T IO N .—The only social service o f its k ind  en­
joying the warm approval o f both  Clergy and 
Press. I t  is completely confidential and operates 
th roughout G reat Britain. Interesting free 
brochure under plain sealed cover from  The 
Bournem outh B ureau, 176, Old Christchurch 
R oad, Bournem cuth. 2731

M EETINGS
B E D FO R D SH IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N — Bed­

fo rd  D istrict.— M eeting a t K cm pston . M arch 
25i'„h. Bel’s (8) from  3 p.m . Service 4.30. Tea
5 pan. All welcome. 7896 

D ER B Y SH IRE A SSO C IA TIO N . —  Derby
and  Ilkeston District.— M onthly m eeting. Sat­
urday. M arch  25th. a t  E tw all. Bells (6) 3 
p.m . Service 4.30. Tea provided 5 p.m .—W . A. 
M orley, D is. Sec. 7871

ESSEX A S S O C IA T IO N —N .W . D istrict — 
M eeting at Stansted (8), on Saturday. M arch 
25th. Bells 3 p.m . Service 5. Tea 5.45 p.m ., 
to  be follow ed by ringing a t  Rickling (5)—
G. Blake. Dis. Sec., H am let House, R oydon 
H am let. H arlow . 7811

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D .—Fann- 
liam  District.— Practice, Ash (6), Saturday, 
M arch 25th, 6-9 p.m . 7856

K E N T  C O U N TY  A SSO CIA TIO N . — T on­
bridge D istrict.—'The quarterly  m eeting will be 
held a t Speldhurst. not M arden as previously 
arranged , on M arch 25th. Bells (8) from  3 
pan. N am es fo r tea to  W . H . Dobbie, H on. 
Dis. Sec.. 13. Baltic Road. Tonbridge. 7793 

O X FO R D  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D — E ast Berks 
an d  S outh  Bucks Branch.—M eeting a t 
C hesham , Saturday, M arch  25th. R inging 3.30 
p .m . Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m . N am es fo r tea 
•to Miss H ague, 6, Stompits R oad, H olyport. 
M aidenhead. 7876

SUSSEX A SSO C IA T IO N /—E astern Division. 
— Practice m eeting a t  Pevensey (afternoon) and  
W estham  (evening), on  M arch 25th. Tea 5 
p .m . Please notify fo r tea. to F . Beeney (Sec.). 
H illbrae. C arters C orner R oad. Hailsham . 7860

A N C IE N T  SOCIETY O F C O LLEG E 
Y O U TH S.— Business m eeting at the ' Rising 
Sun.' C arter Lane. E .C ., Saturday, A pril Is..
6 p.m . Forthcom ing practices: April 4th. S.. 
P aul's C athedral 6.30 p .m .; A pril 11th, St. 
La.wre.nce, Jewry. 6.30: April 18th. St. 
M ichael's, Cornhill. 6.30; A pril 25th. South­
wark C athedral. 6.45 p.m .—John C hilcott.

L A N C A SH IR E A SSO CIA TIO N . — W igan 
Branch.— Meeting a t  St. M ichael's. A ughton. 
Saturday. A pril 1st. Bells 2.30 p.m . Tea 5 
p .m .. price Is. N am es to  M r. R . Larkey. 
Sm ithy Lane. A ughton.—L. K enrick. Sec. 7907 

W O BU RN . B ED FO R D SH IR E.— Bells avail­
able Easter Saturday. April 1st. 2.15-4.45 p.m . 
T ea in  crypt, only fo r those who send names. 
Shortened Evensong 6 p.m . Ringing 6.30-8 pan. 
—K . G . S.. 8. London Road. W oburn. 7895

BATH A N D  W ELLS A SSO C IA TIO N  — 
A nnual general meeting, E aster M onday. April 
3rd. a t Evercreech. Service 12 noon. Lunch 
(6s.) and tea (2s 6d.) a t Bell H otel. N am es fo r 
lunch essential, enclosing stam ped, addressed 
envelope. Ringing arran g em en ts: Evercreech 
(10) before service, Castle C ary. D itcheat. 
Shepton Mallet (8). Bruton. Doulting. Pilton. 
Pylle and  W est Pennard (6) all from  10.30-
11.30 a .m . All these and W incanton (8). 
B atccm be. Herui'.ridge. Horsington and  Temple- 
com be (6) after tea.—G . Salmon, 9. K ennion 
R oad, W ells, Somerset. 7903

B ED FO R D SH IR E A S S O C IA T IO N — A nnual 
m eeting. Leighton Buzzard. E aster M onday, 
A pril 3rd. Ringing a t  F litw ick 9-10 a.m ., 
W estoning 9.30-10.30. Eversholt 10-10.45, Tod- 
dington 10-11. H oughton Regis 11-12. D u n ­
stable 11-12. Leighton Buzzard 11.30-12.45. 
(N ote, no o ther towers available during  m orn­
ing.) Lunch. Cross Keys H otel. 1 p.m . Busi­
ness m eeting 2 pan. N am es fo r lunch (8s.) 
with cash and stam ped, addressed envelope, to 
M r. J. M . Stephens, 33, Poplar Glose, Leighton 
Buzzard, by W ednesday, M arch 29th. 7865

EAST D ER B Y SH IR E A N D  N O TTS ASSO­
C IA T IO N .—A nnual general m eeting on EasteT 
M onday. A pril 3rd, to be held at Shirland. 
Bells (5) 2 pan . Service 4. Tea 4.30 p.m . 
Business m eeting afte r tea. Those requiring 
tea, please notify M r. R. M ason, 1, Birkmsttyle 
Lane, Sihirland, D erbyshire.— B A. Soltis. 
H on. Sec. 7906

C U M B E R L A N D  A N D  N O R TH  
; W ESTM O R LA N D  A SSO CIA TIO N  : 

A nnual meeting. Easter M onday,
| A RLEC D O N .

Bells (8) available 1 p.m .
Service 3.30 p.m . ;

; Tea 4.15 p.m .. followed by A .G .M . !
1 Names for tea to Mr. F . R ichardson. j 
| 2. Lifldow Street, Frizington. Cum ber- : 

land, not later than M arch 29th.
N o other m eans of refreshm ents 

; available.
; J . W. Brownrigg. Hon. Sec. 7852 •

ELY D IO C ESA N  G U IL D —The annual 
general m eeting will take place on Easter 
M onday. April 3rd. a t T rum pington. Ringing 
a rrangem ents: G reat G ransden (6) 10-12 noon. 
G am lingay (6) 10-12, Bourne (8) 11-1 p.m ., 
Orwell (5) 12-2, M elbourn (6) 12-2. M eldreth 
(6) 1-3, Haslingfield (5) 2-3.30. H arston  (6) 
2-3.30. T rum pington (8) 3.15-4.15. Service 
T rum pington C hurch 4.15. T ickets fo r tea 3s. 
each, with S.A .E., by M arch 29th, from  
G eneral Secretary. G eneral business m eeting 
after tea. Tow ers available afte r t e a : 
T rum pington 6.15-7.15, G rea t St. M a iy ’s, 
C am bridge (12) 7-8.30, St. B e n e t’s (6) 7-8.30, 
H iston  (6) 7-8.30 pan .— H . S. Peacock, Gen. 
Sec., 8, R oscrea Terrace, St. Jo h n ’s Street, 
H untingdon. 7866

G U IL D  O F D E V O N SH IR E  R IN G E R S  — 
E ast Devon Branch.— Annual m eeting a t Sid- 
m outn , on  Easter M onday. Bells from  3 pan. 
Service a t  4.30, followed by tea an d  business. 
N am es fo r tea to  M r. P. Davis, Peasland R oad, 
Sidm outh, by M arch 29th, p lease— W . W ebb, 
H on. Sec. 7864

K E N T  C O U N TY  A SSO CIA TIO N .—N ew  
certificate o f m em bership now read y ; m em bers, 
new and  old, w ho would like to receive their 
certificate on  Easter M onday, please send 
nam es an d  year of election to  their D istrict 
secretary'- Tow ers open for ringing on  Easter 
M o n d a y : Banning, Bearsted, H arrietsham , 
Leeds, Lenham , L inton. M aidstone (All Saints'), 
M aidstone (St. M ichael’s), W est M ailing, 
W rotham . T im es: 10-11.30 a.m ., 4.30-8 pan .

K E N T  C O U N TY  A S S O C IA T IO N — A nnual 
meeting, M aidstone, Easter M onday, April 3rd. 
Service 12 noon. L unch 1 pan ., T he Corn 
Exchange (m em bers 5s.. others 7s. 6d.). 
T ickets, with details o f ringing and business, 
from  M r. B. W. M ay. KeiEhston, Keycol HiiilJ,‘ 
Bobbing. S ittingbourne, K ent. A pplications 
by M arch  28th.—D r. E. S. J . H atcher. H on. Sec.

L L A N D A FF A N D  M O N M O U T H  ASSO­
C IA T IO N .— A nnual meeting, St. Johm’s, 
C ardiff, Easter M onday. Bells available 2 pan. 
Service 4 pan . T ea and  business m eeting to 
follow in St. Jam es’ H all, N ew port R oad.—  
F  J. H annington, 32, Surrey Street, C an ton , 
Cardiff. 7861

W O R C ESTER SH IR E & D ISTR IC T S ASSO­
C IA T IO N .— A nnual m eeting a t  W orcester, 
E asier M onday, A pril 3rd. Service a t  All 
Saints’, 11 a.m . M eeting in College H all a t
12.15 pan. prom pt. Coffee obtainable in 
College Hall a t  1.15, an d  tea arranged a t, 5, 
fo r all w ho notify me by W ednesday, M arch 
29th. Bells availab le: C athedral (12) 6-7.30 
p.m . All Saints’ (10) 10-10.55 a.m . and  7.30-9 
pan.. Claines (10) 3-4.30, St. Jo h n ’s (8), St. 
Sw ithun’s (6) and  Powick (6.) all 2.15-4.30 
p an .—J. D . Johnson. G en. Sec., C heltenham  
R oad. Sedgeberrow, Evesham . 7848

Y O R K SH IR E A S S O C IA T IO N —N orthern  
District.—N ext meeting, Bedale (8). Easter 
M onday. Bells from  2 p.m . N am es fo r tea 
to M r. A. G . D alton , c/o  Bucktrour and Firth. 
Bedale. by Saturday. A pril 1st.— Edward 
H udson. H on. Sec. 7912

ESSEX A S S O C IA T IO N — N orthern  District. 
— M eeting at Pebmarch (6). on Saturday. 
A pril 8th. Bells 2.30 p.m . Service 4.30 p m . 
N am es fo r tea, please, to  M r. G . T ren d ’ ll. 
M anor House. Pebm arsh. 7889
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ESSEX A SSO C IA TIO N .—S.W . D istrict.— 
Q uarterly meeting. Epping. April 8th. Bells 
(S) 3 p.m . Service 4.30 p.m . Nam es fo r tea. 
pleiase, to Miss B. M cClelland, 1, Beulah 
R oad. Epping. 7898

G L O U C E STE R  A N D  BR ISTO L ASSOCIA­
T IO N .—A nnual meeting. Saturday, April 8th. 
a t  M oreton-in-M arsh. 2.15 p.m . Tea 5. 
Service 6 p.m . N am es for tea (reasonable 
charge), to G . H. H arper, High Street. 
M oreton-in-M arsh. G los. by M onday. April 
3rd. N o  name no tea. Bells av a ilab le : 
Bourton - on - the-Hill. Bourton-on-the-W ate-r. 
Longboroug'h, M orcton-in-M otrsh, Stow-on-the- 
W old. all 10 a.m . to  1.30 p.m . O ther towers 
in the area may be open on application to 
the incumbents. In conjunction with the 
G loucestershire Education C om m ittee, a  course 
on  bell ringing will be held a t  The County 
F arm  Institute. H artpury . G loucester. Septem ­
ber 8th/10th. Charge will be £2 7s., including 
accom m odation, meals and tuition.'—Charles 
Rouse. Hon. Sec.. Brookfield Lawn. B rook­
field R a id . C hurchdow n. G los. 7874 

G U IL D  O F D E V O N SH IR E  R IN G E R S.— 
N .E . Branch.— Q uarterly m eeting will be held 
on Saturday. April 8t>h. a t Culilompton. Bells
2.30 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea 5.15 p.m . N um ­
bers for tea by W ednesday previous, to G . W. 
Hollis. Rosemeath Avenue. Tiventon. 7882 

H E R T FO R D  CO U N TY  A SSO CIA TIO N  — 
A nnual general m eeting a t  H ertfo rd , on Sat­
urday. April 8th. Service a t  St. A ndrew 's 4.30 
p.m . Tea and meeting a t  St. N icholas Hall 
(adjoining) 5 p.m . Special business: resolution 
to a  liter Rules 8 and 13 Ringing arrange­
m en ts: A ston (6), Benington (8) 9.30-11.30 
a im .; Little M unden (6) 10.30-12 n o o n ; 
Braughing (8) 11-1 p .m .: G reat Amwell (6), 
W idford (6). H unsdun (8) 2-3.45 : Her-ungford- 
bury (6). Ber.geo (8). All Saints’ (10) 2.30-4; 
St. A ndrew ’s (8) 3-4.30. All Saints’, St. 
A ndrew ’s, Bengeo. H ertingfordbury and G reat 
Amwell a fter meeting. N am es fo r tea m ust 
be sent to  A. R. Agg. 76. W ymondley Road. 
H itchin. (Telephone 3612.) 7863 

L A D IE S’ G U IL D .— Lincolnshire D istrict.— 
M eeting at St. G iles’, L incoln, on Saiturday, 
April 8th. Ringing 3 p.m . Service 4.15. Tea 
5 o 'clock. N am es fo r tea to M rs. M etham , 
11. Cornw all H ouse, Ravendale D rive, L incoln, 
not later than  Tuesday, A pril 4th.—A. 
R ichardson, H on. Sec. 7884 

LA D IE S’ g u i l d :— N orth  E astern D.sltrict. 
—The annual m eeting will be held a t St. 
P eter’s, Jarrow . on Saturday. April 8th. N am es 
fo r tea to  M rs. C. N . Lea, 48, Rosebery 
A venue, South Shields, by T hursday, A pril 
6th. AH welcome. 7909 

LA D IES’ G U IL D .—Sussex D istrict. —  A 
m eeting will be held a t W illmgdon, on Satur­
day, A pril 8th. Bells (6) from  3 p.m . N am es 
fo r  tea, please, to M rs. B. Percy, 47, Oldfield 
Road. W illingdon. 7913 

LEIC ESTER  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .— A nnual 
general m eeting. Saiturday, April 8th. Bells 
availab le: St. M argaret’s (12) 1.2.30 p.m.. 
H um berstone (6) 2-3. St. John-the-D ivine (10) 
2-3.' 15. C athedral (12) 2.45-3.55. South W igston 
(8) 7-7.45: Aylestone (8) 7-8.30. Service at 
C athedral 4. A special bus will convey m em ­
bers (free) from  the C athedral to tea in 
Ayilestone Parish C hurch  H all. Tea 5, followed 
by meeting. Im portan t business affecting 
alteration  to rules regarding quarterly  m eet­
ings and raising of subscriptions. Please send 
rtitnes for tea and bus by Thursday. April 6 th 
(none accepted after first post) to undersigned. 
G eneral Com m ittee m eet W ednesday. April 
5th, 7.45 p.m . in vestry o f St. John-the-D ivin ;. 
— B. G. W arwick (H on. G en. Sec.). 12. 
D orothy Avenue. G len Hills. Leicester. (Tel.; 
W igston 3244.) 7879 

LO N D O N  C O U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N .—  
(G eneral body).—-Saturday. April 8th, Si. 
M ary's C hurch Road. Leyton. (C entral Lon­
don U nderground—Leyton Station.) Ringing 
2.45 p.m . Seivice 4.30. Tea and  business in 
Parish Hall 5. F u rth u r ringing 6.30 to  8 p.m. 
N am es for tea please. Everyone welcome.— 
Rogers. 53. The Grove. Islew orth. ISL 3921.

7873
M A ID STO N E G R A M M A R  SCHOO LS’ 

SO CIETY .— M eeting a t  W est M ailing. April 
8th. Bells (8) from  3 p.m . Service 4.30. Tea 
(3s.) 5 p.m . N am es please, to  M r. P. C arter. 
Ringers. N ew tow n, W est M ailing.— P. J. 
U sborne, Sec. 7877

ST. M A R T IN ’S G U IL D  FO R  TH E 
D IO CESE O F B IR M IN G H A M .—Q uarterly 
m eeting. April 8th. K ingsbury. Bells available 
3 p.m . Service 4.30. Tea an d  m eeting 5 p jn . 
Please notify fo r tea by A pril 4th.—G . E. 
F earn , 92. E tw all R oad. Hall G reen, Birm ing­
ham  28. Phone SPR 1025. 7888 

SH E FFIE L D  A N D  D ISTR IC T  SOCIETY. 
— M eeting at Ecclesfield. 3 p.m ., Saturday, 
April 8th. N am es for tea , please, to M r. 
L. Smiith, 3, P ark  Crescent, Ecclesfield.—J. 
Seager. Sec. 7910 

SO U TH W ELL G U IL D .—A nnual meeting, 
April 8th. a t  N ottingham . St. M ary’s bells (10) 
from  2.30 p.m . Service 4.30. Tea 5 pjm ., in 
St. M ary’s C hurch Room s, for those notifying 
M r. S. Adam s, 54. W ilford R oad, R uddington, 
by April 5th. Business m eeting follows tea.— 
J. W. Raithby. G en. Sec. 7899 

SUSSEX ’ CO U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N  — 
N orthern  Division.—Practice meeting. Rusper. 
Saturday. April 8tih, no t A pril 1st. as adver­
tised. Bells 3 p.m . Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m.. 
to those who notify, by W ednesday April 5th. 
M rs. E. L. H airs, N orm an  Cotitage, Park 
C orner. G room bridge. T .N . 438. 7893

‘ P U L L IN G ’ POWER
; ‘ We are glad to acknowledge in I
j this, your jubilee year, the pulling power j
; o f your paper. Our sales of bell ropes :
! are constantly increasing as a result of
j the pulling power of your advertise- ;
; menls.’—Joseph Bryant, Ltd.

Y O R K SH IR E  A SSO CIA TIO N . —  Eastern 
D istrict.— Q uarterly m eeting a t Sherburn^in- 
E lm et, Saturday, A pril 8th. Bells (8) from  
2.15 p.m . Service 4.30. T ea in  C hurch H all, 5 
o 'clock. N am es please, to  M r. J. Potts, 
N orth  Sweening's Farm , L ennorton, South 
M ilford, near Leeds, by T hursday, A pril 6th. 
— H. S. Mortley, H on. D is. Sec. 7887

A N C IE N T  SO CIETY  O F CO LLEG E 
Y O U TH S.—M eeting a t O xford, Saturday, 
A pril 15th. Ringing arrangem ents: St. Bbbe’s 
(8) 10.30-12 noon. All Saints’ (8) 11-12.30 p jn .,  
New College (10) 11-12.30, M agdalen College 
(10) 2.30-4. M erton College (8) 2.30-3.30, St. 
M ary-the-V irgin (6) 3.30-5. C hrist C hurch (12) 
3.30-5, St. G .les’ (8) 3.45-5.15. Luncheon 12.45 
fo r 1 p .m ., a t  the ‘ F o rum  R estauran t,’ High 
Street, for those who notify M r. Philip W alker, 
66. Fainacres R oad, O xford, by A pril 8th. 
Please remit cash (10s.) with application. 
Business m eeting in St. G iles’ Parish Room . 
W oodstock Road. 5.15 p.m .—John  C hilcott. 
42. Lavender Road. W est Ewell. Surrey. 7892

Order at once 
if you want additional 

copies of this issue.
Send remittance to 

‘ Ringing World ’ Office, 
Woodbridge Press, Guildford.

C O V EN T R Y  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .— Annual 
general m eeting on Saturday, April 15th, a.t 
S tratford-on-A von. Ringing from  3 p.m. 
Service 5.30. Tea 6 p.m .. followed by business 
meeting. The agenda contains im portant m atters 
which concern you so please attend . N am es 
fo r  tea would be appreciated (as this is a t a 
cafe), by A pril 12th, to  L. J . G arner-H ayw ard. 
8. O rchard Crescent. Coventry. 7904

LONG SU TTO N . SO M ERSET.— D edica­
tion. by the M aster o f the Bath and Wells 
Association, o f the ‘ Flo F ield ’ M em orial 
Treble on Saturday. A pril 15th. a t 3 p.m . 
Tea 4. Ringing after tea till 9 p.m. Num bers 
fo r tea by previous W ednesday, to  M rs. Lewis. 
The Forge. Long Sutton, L angport (L.S. 301). 
Definitely no name no fea. N ational buses
12.30 p.m . ex T aunton and 12.30 p.m . ex 
Yeovil stop a t C hurch. 7745

SU RR EY  A SSO C IA TIO N .—The annual 
general m eeting will be held a t  R eigate, on 
A pril 15th. Bells 3 p.m . Service 4.30 p.m .. 
followed by tea and m eeting, in Parish Hall. 
Lesburn Road. N otifications for tea by April 
11th. to A. Streeter. 4. Maple R oad, Eanls- 
wood. S u rrey —R . I. F . Parsons. G en. Sefc.
” T he ringers of the peal o f  Sbuthrepps 
Pleasure D oubles a t M arston , O xford, on 
M arch 4th. claim  that it is the first peal in 
the m ethod.

: B U C K IN G H A M S H IR E  E D U C A T IO N  ! 
C O M M IT TE E

t (with the co-operation o f  the College of : 
Campanology)

: W E EK E N D  C O U R SE IN  R IN G IN G  ; 
Missenden Abbey Adult Education 

College,
June 2nd-4th. 1961.

: Arranged to  interest both  Instructors • 
t and  Beginners, the sessions will cover
■ the following su b je c ts:—  | 
: History and M echanics o f C hurch Bells.
| Rope-handling and Ringing A ction.
I Belfry C are and  M aintenance, 
j Bell C ontro l in the Elements o f Change : 
I Ringing. j

Ringing D em onstration and  Practice in 
local Belfry.

; Calling as an In troduction  to Conduct- j 
ing. :

I M ethod Structure in Change Production  t 
(Elem entary). ;

■ H andbell Ringing (Beginners). • ; 
| E lem entary C om position.
: Discussions. ;
; Lecturers (of the College o f  Cam - j 

pano logy):
• F rederick Sharpe (H on. C onsultant—  j 
i Belfries) •
t Geoffrey D odds (H on. T utor) 
i Riichard F . Speed (Vice-principal)
: A lbert York-Bramfole (Principal)

Inclusive Charges:
| Bucks an d  Oxfordshire s tu d e n ts : £1 15s. : 

O ther studen ts: £3 5s. •
: Lectures on ly : 6s. and 12s.

Full particulars and enrolm ent form s 
; from  the W arden, Missenden A bbey, i 
: G reat M issenden, Bucks. (T e l.: G reat • 
: M issenden 2328.)

Early Reservation is advised.
;. 7882 t

LATE NEWS 
Greetings From American Handbell 

Ringers
D ear Sir.— On behalf o f the  m em bers of 

the Am erican G uild o f English H andbell 
Ringers. I am  sending to you our con­
gratulations and  best wishes frcm  this side 
of the A tlantic, during your 50ih anniversaray 
celebrations.

We are very much aw are of our indebted­
ness to you for furthering  the a rt o f bell- 
ringing and  fo r sharing so generously w hat 
you have created an d  learned through the 
years.

Bellringing is now bringing joy an d  beauty 
to  thousands of lives in this country, and we 
w ant you to  know  that we are  trying our best 
to  equal the sam e enthusiasm  and high 
standards o f  the a rt which you have * e t in 
years past and are m aintaining a t the present 
tim e.—C ordially ,

RO B ER T H IEB ER .
President. A G E .H  R

Restoration Of St. Benedict's, 
Cambridge

D ear Sir,—I  think the greatest achievem ent 
am ong ringers during the last ha lf century was 
the restoration  o f the bells and  tower o f  St. 
Benedict's C hurch. C am bridge, in 1931, to 
m ark the tercentenary o f  the birth  o f Fab ian  
Stedm an. the father o f  change ringing.

N ot only did the ringers o f the w orld pay 
the cost o f restoring the bel'ls. bu t they had  
to m ake the tower safe, as it was in a  very 
dangerous state . This called fo r a  consider­
able am ount o f ingenuity on the part o f the 
C entral Council experts, such as constructing a  
reinforced concrete corbel course round the 
tower, lowering the bell fram e 12 feet and 
grouping the walls, thus m aking Stedm an’s 
fam ous bells ringable for m any years to  come. 
—Y ours faithfully,

F . N EA LE.
W arrington, Lancs.

Printed (or the Proprietors by the Woodbridfc press, Ltd., Guildford, and Published by Magazines <S; Publications, ltd ., Rolls House, Breams Buildings, London, £.C.4,
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When in difficulty in the Belfry 
one turns to LOUGHBOROUGH 

And for ROPES it has been for 140 years to

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
Makers o f the WORLD’S  BEST BELL ROPES

which are noted for easy handling and non-stretching

Al s o C L O C K  A N D  C H I M I N G  R O P E S  

SPLICING and REPAIRS BELL MUFFLERS

PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION :: Phone L o u g h b o r o u g h  2400

64, L E W I S H A M  P A R K ,  S . E. 13

JOHN
NICOLL
o f

London

Bell Rope 
Maker

since
1760
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THE

WHITECHAPEL BELL FOUNDRY
Established 1570

THE HEAVIEST 

RING OF BELLS 

IN THE W O RLD

THE RING OF 

THIRTEEN BELLS 

TOTALS 1 TONS

LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL BELFRY

Extends Congratulations to 

‘THE RINGING WORLD’ 

on its Jubilee
and trusts that its loyal readers w ill ensure the main­
tenance of this journal for the next 50 years by helping 
all interested people to become regular subscribers 
so furthering the fine traditions of Campanology

MEARS & STAINBANK
32 & 34 W HITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E .l

Telephone: BIShbpsgate 2 5 9 9


