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THE CHELMSFORD MEETING

r p H E  first session of a new Council usually provides a 
full day’s work, and so it proved for the 138 members 

who were present at Chelmsford—a figure never exceeded 
and only once equalled.

One surprise awaited them. For reasons lucidly ex­
plained by Mr. W. B. Cartwright, they were unable to elect 
a  vice-president this year; but at least no such difficulty 
had arisen when Mr. Lewis declared his successor as presi­
dent duly elected, thereby ending a long chapter in the 
Council’s history. The members were able to express in 
tangible form their gratitude to the retiring president for 
all that he has done, and they and ringers generally will 
extend to Mr. Sharpe their best wishes for a long and 
successful period in office. It is never an easy matter 
to take over a position which someone has held with 
distinction for many years.

What of the meeting generally? One noticeable feature 
was that the reports of several committees provoked a fair 
amount of discussion, which is all to the good. In recent 
years there seems to have been a tendency for most of 
these to be accepted with little or no comment, which leads 
one to reflect that, although speaking for the sake of speak­
ing is much to be deplored, nevertheless far too many 
members fail to contribute anything to the proceedings. 
Over the years, one would think, some point or other must 
arise on which every member could usefully intervene. It 
must have been far worse, however, in the past. One 
senior member was recalling the meetings of 40-odd years 
ago when, he said, if the rank and file got up to speak they 
were frowned upon very severely. But there were two at 
least who could not be suppressed, and he named the late 
William Willson and another member, happily still on the 
Council though unfortunately unable to be present; and

indeed no one could imagine either of the two ever being 
silenced if they felt something needed to be said.

The election of 12 members of the Standing Committee, 
which followed the reports, took place for the first time 
under the amended rule whereby existing elected members 
no longer have the right to be nominated first. Somehow 
one had expected rather sweeping changes, but in fact there 
were only 13 names put forward. A ballot resulted in the 
return of nine of the previous committee and one who had 
been a member for many years before 1954, with the addi­
tion of two new faces to fill vacancies caused by the 
lamented deaths since the last election of Harold Poole 
and Ernest Turner. *

One sensed a feeling of tension when the first of the two 
motions on the College of Campanology was reached. As 
this, in part, overlapped the second motion, so many of 
the speakers on either side strayed from one to the other, 
with the result that the debate was perhaps unnecessarily 
prolonged. It was, happily, not nearly as acrimonious as 
one had feared on either motion, doubtless because the 
views of the proposers and seconders were put forward in 
a temperate manner.

By the time the remaining motions had been disposed 
of, the Council had decided by a narrow majority to visit 
Ireland rather than Oxford next year (it is to be hoped 
that all who voted for Ireland intend to be present), and 
thanks had been accorded to all who had helped to make 
the meeting a success, the time had exceeded by 30 minutes 
the hour at which the secretary had assured the Essex 
Association that it would be quite safe to expect the mem­
bers to a tea which they had very kindly provided. Though 
this might have involved him in trouble, the president or 
he might have been in far worse trouble from those mem­
bers whose voices outside the meeting room had provoked 
a protest from the chairman of the Court which was sitting 
elsewhere in the building! E. A. B.
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CENTRAL COUNCIL PEALS
WALTHAM ABBEY, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 8, 1957, in 3 Hours and 49 Minutes,
A t th e  C h urch  o f  th e  H oly  C r o ss  and St . L aw rence ,

A PEAL OF 5280 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAXIMUS 
Tenor 38} cwt.

H ow ard  Sc o t t ......................Treble
W. E ric  C r it c h l ey  . .  . .  2
J o hn  H . C ram pio n  . .  . .  3
H ild a  G . S n o w d en  . .  . .  4
M ichael  P. M oreton  . . .  5
L e sl ie  W. G . M o rris  . .  6 
Composed by G. L in d o f f .

R o dney  B. M ea d o w s  . .  7 
J . F red erick  M ilner  . .  8 
W il f r id  F .  M oreton  . .  9
C ecil  W . P i p e ...................... 10
E d w a r d  P . D u f f ie l d  . .  11 
W ilfr e d  W il l ia m s  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by L e sl ie  W . G. M o r r is .

DUNMOW, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 8, 1957, in 3 Hours and 14 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5152 SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR 
In' four methods, being 1,280 London, 1,312 Bristol, 1,568 Cambridge 
and 992 Superlative with 106 changes of method and all the work of
e a c h  m e th o d  fo r  every  bell.
H ow ard  Sc o t t ......................Treble
W . E r ic  C ritch ley  . .  . .  2 
D a v id  W . Beard . .  . .  3 
W ilfr e d  W il l ia m s  . .  4
C o m p o sed  b y  A . J. P itm a n .

Tenor 2} cw t. in E  flat. 
H ilda  G .  Sn o w d en  . .  . .  5 
J  F red erick  M iln er  . .  6 
M ichael P. M oreton . .  7 
W il f r id  F .  M oreton  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by W . E ric  C r it c h l e y .

BOOKING. ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 8, 1957, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
A t  t h e  D eanery C h urch  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 8} cwt. in E.

‘ G eo ffr ey  P earson  . .  Treble 
A rthur  G .  M ason . .  . .  2
R alph  B ird  ...................... 3

I A rth u r  D. C o ok  . .  . .  4 
C o m p o sed  by  C . M id d l e t o n .

A. P atrick C annon  . .  5
T erry E arle ...................... 6

*Th om as C u l lin g w o r th  . .  7 
G eorge E. F earn . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted b y  A. P atrick  C annon .
1 50th peal together, t  50th different tower for a Surprise peal.

GREAT WALTHAM, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 8, 1957, in 3 Hours and 9 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  SS. M ary and  L aw r en c e .

A PEAL OF 5184 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 26 cwt. 2 qr. in D.,

F red erick  E. D u k e s  . .  Treble 
A rthur  G . M ason . .  . .  2 

• L eonard  St il w e l l  . .  . .  3 
A rthur  D . C ook  . .  4

C o m p o sed  by  C . W. R o b e r t s .

R alph  B ird  ...................... '5
G e o ffr ey  Pearson  . .  . .  6 
T hom as C u l l in g w o r t h . .  7 

*A. P atrick C annon . .  Tenor 
Conducted by  R a lph  B ir d .

* 50th peal together. The first peal of Superlative on the bells.

COLCHESTER, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On M on., June TO, 1957, in 3 Hours and 15 Minutes.
A t t h e  C h urch  o f  St . P ete r ,

A PEAL OF 5056 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 21} cwt. in E flat.

W ilfr e d  W il l ia m s  . .  . .  Treble 
M ichael P . M oreton . .  2 
L e sl ie  W . G . M o rris  . .  3 
W . E ric C ritch ley  . .  4
Composed by  A. K n ig h t s .

Brian D. T h relfall  . .  5 
T hom as J. L ock  6
W il f r id  F. M oreton . .  7
C e c il  W . P i p e ......................Tenor

C o n d u c ted  by  W il f r id  F. M oreto n .

BRENTWOOD, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On M on., June 10, 1957, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  T h o m as ,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 20 cwt. in E.

D iana J .  P errins  
K en n eth  L aw son  
Stella  H u g h es  
W alter A llman

. .  Treble 
.. 2 
. .  3 

4
Composed by  C. M id d l e t o n .

F .  H ector Bennett . .  . .  5
N orman V. H arding  . .  6
D a v id  Beacham  . .  . .  7
G eorge E. F earn . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted b y  W alter A l lm a n .

STISTED, ESSEX 
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Mon.. June 10, 1957, in 2 Hours and 35 Minutes,
A t the C hurch  o f  A l l  Sa in ts ,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 10 cwt.
T erry  E a r l e ......................Treble
A lan R. Sy d er  . .  . .  2 

‘ F r ed erick  E . D u k e s  . .  3

T h om as  B ird  
J ohn  R. C ooper 
G eorge E. F eirn

4
5

Tenor
Conducted by G eorge E. F e ir n .

* First peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor. Terry Earle has now 
‘ circled the tower.’

RAYLEIGH, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., June 10, 1957, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes, 
At  t h e  C h urch  o f  T h e  H oly  T r in it y ,

A PEAL OF 5024 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 16 cwt. 1 qr. 14 lb. in F.

L eonard  St il w e l l  . .  . .  Treble 
T h om as  E. Sone . .  . .  2 
A rth u r  G. M ason . .  . .  3 
A r t h u r  D . C o ok  . .  . .  4 
Composed by C. W. R o b e r t s .

G eo ffr ey  P earson  . .  . .  5 
T h om as C u llin g w o r th  . .  6 
A. P atrick C annon . .  . .  7 
R a lph  G .  E d w ar ds  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted b y  T h om as  E . So n e .
The first peal of Yorkshire on the bells.

BISHOP S STORTFORD, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., June 10, 1957, in 3 Hours and 17 Minutes. 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ich a el ,

A PEAL OF 5040 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE ROYAL 
Tenor 20 cwt.

M ichael  P . M oreton  . .  Treble 
T h om as J. L ock  . .  . .  2 
W. E ric  C r it c h l ey  . .  . .  3 
L e sl ie  W. G . M o rr is  . .  4 
Brian  D. T hrelfa ll  . .  5 
Composed by G . L in d o f f .

H ild a  G . Sn o w d en  . .  . .  6 
W il f r id  F. M oreton  . .  7
C ec il  W . P i p e ...................... 8
J o hn  H . C ram pion  . .  . .  9 
W il f r e d  W il l ia m s  . .  . .  Tenor 

C o n d u c ted  by  W il f r e d  W il l ia m s .

BRAINTREE, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On M on., June 10, 1957, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ich a el ,

A PEAL OF 5024 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt.

F r ed erick  E . D u k e s  . .  Treble 
G eorge E. F eirn  . .  . .  2 
J o h n  R. C ooper  . .  . .  3 
F rank B. L u f k in  4
Composed by T. B. W o r sl ey .

C . K en neth  L e w is  . .  . .  5 
R e v . A . G . G .  T h u r lo w  6 
R e v . K . W . H. F elstead  7
W alter A yre ......................Tenor

Conducted by C. K e n n et h  L e w is .

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
N ew  Installations Repairs M aintenance  

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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TEN BELL PEALS
BECCLES, SUFFOLK.

THE SUFFOLK GU ILD.
On Sal., June 8 , 1957, in 3 Hours and 37 Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M i c h a e l ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB ROYAL 

Tenor 251 cwt. in D flat.
♦Charles R . C. B o g g is  . 
E d w in  R . G oate  \ . 
G eorge  W. H o w l et t  . 
M r s . O l iv e  L. R o g e r s . 
P eter  G . W . N ew stea d

Treble 
2
3
4
5

Arranged and Conducted by E dwin R. G oate. 
First peal.

‘ M ichael  St o k es  
D orothy  C onstance  
H enry  T ooke  

‘ R a lph  W . B ickers  . .  
H arold W . R ogers

6
7
8 
9

Tenor

CHESTER.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., June 15, 1957, ini 3 Hours and 40 Minutes,
A t. t h e  C athedral C h u r ch  o f  C h r is t  and  t h e  B l e s s e d  V irgin  M ary, 

A PEAL OF 5000 PLAIN BOB ROYAL 
Tenor 29 cwt.

G eorge  F . Sperring  
♦John  D ean 

F re d  H artman 
J ohn  W . G r if f it h s  

‘ J ohn  H u g h e s  ... .

Treble 
2
3
4
5

Composed and 'Conducted by H enry  O. B aker . 
First peal of Royal.

H enry  O . Baker . .  . .  6 
R obert W . H in d e  . .  . .  7 
D en n is  H .  B. M illw ard  8 
P ercy S w in d l e y  . .  . ■ 9 
H . Stew art  Bailey  . .  . .  Tenor

EIGHT BELL PEALS
HINCKLEY, LEICESTERSHIRE.

THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., June 1, 1957, in 3 Hours,

A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  A s s u m p t io n  o f  St. M ary-t h e -V ir g in ,
A PEAL OF 5152 DOUBLE NORW ICH COURT BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 22 cwt. 6  lb.
‘ J ohn  V ernon 
‘ W ill ia m  J o hnson  . .  

A lfr ed  B allard 
M ichael  E . Brow n

5
6 
7

Tenor

A l fr ed  J ordan . .  . .  Treble 
W alter P. W h it e h e a d . .  2 

‘ V ernon  G reen  . .  . .  3 
*C. R oger H ayward  . .  4

Composed and Conducted by W alter P. W h itehea d  
* First peal in the method.
Rung as a farewell to  the Rev. R. I. B. Johnson, curate and ringer 

at this church, who left this day to take over duties as Precentor of 
Peterborough Cathedral.

WALLASEY, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD .

(Wirral Branch.) l
On Sat., June 1, 1957, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes,

A t t h e  C h urch  o f  St . M ary, L isc a rd .
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 16 cwt. 2 qr. 2 lb. in F.
*D . J ohn  P oole  . .  . .  Treble

D a phne  M . W ain  . .  . .  2
Stanley  D . S utton  . .  3 

‘ Robert  F . F erris  . .  4

A lexander  J. M artin 
F rank T . P arry . .  
E r n est  F .  B ennett  . .  
J. H enry  F iel d en

. .  5 

. .  6 
7

..  Tenor
Composed by J. R. P ritch a rd . Conducted by A lexander J. M artin . 

* First peal of Major and first attempt.
Rung prior to the dedication of a tablet to the memory of John 

William Milner, for many years Branch chairman and Master of the 
Guild.

SHIRLEY. WARWICKSHIRE.
ST. M ARTIN'S GU ILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Wed., June 5, 1957, in 2 Hours and 28 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  of S t .  J a m e s - th e - G r e a t ,

A PEAL O F 5088 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 6 cwt. 1 or. 1 lb. in B flat.

E d w ard  T . L loyd  . .  . .  Treble 
P eter  Berf.sfo rd  . .  . .  2 
Bryan D . A . W o olley  . .  3 
D iana J .  P e rrin s  . .  . .  4 
Composed by A rthur  C raven

E dgar C. Sh e ph er d  . .
H . D a v id  H olland  . .  
J ohn  R . J o y n e r . . 
G eorge E . F earn 
Conducted by G eorge E

A birthday compliment to Miss Diana Perrins.

. 5 
6 
7

. Tenor 
F earn .

ALVERSTOKE, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., June 8 , 1957, in\ 3 Hours and 2 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part.
*S. Ann Parvin . .  . .  Treble 
John H. H unt - . . . .  2 

‘ Doris A.  Banks . .  . .  3 
tJoHN A. G.  Ball . .  . .  4

Tenor 13 cwt. 1 qr. 19 lb. 
f  R en ee  St u rg ess  . .  . .  5 

A lan H . St u r g e ss  . .  . .  6 
F red erick  W. B u r n e t t . .  7 
H arold A . N obes . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J ohn  H . H u n t .
* First peal, t  First peal of Triples. The ringers of 2nd and tenor 

have now ‘ completed the circle.’
Rung as a farewell to Canon Windsor Roberts, B.A., Rector of 

Alverstoke for ten years, now to become Archdeacon of Dorking, in 
the Diocese of Guildford.

MARKET BOSWORTH. LEICESTERSHIRE.
TH E LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., June 8 , 1957, in 2 Hours and 54 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
Heywoods Transposition. Tenor 14 cwt. 2 qr. 5 lb.
P h y l lis  P o o l e ......................Treble \ A nthony  S. J e sso n  . .  . .  5
E r n est  W. R a w s o n . .  . . 2  J  R e d v er s  F .  E lkington  . .  6
J o s e p h  W. C otton  . . . .  3 : H arry P o y n e r ................... 7
E . C harles T urner . . . .  4 | J ohn  W. R aw son  . .  . .T e n o r  

Conducted by R e d v er s  F. E l k in g t o n .

M ARSHFIELD. GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., June 8 , 1957, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  St. M ary-t h e -V ir g in ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 17 cwt.

O l iv e  D . C ouchm an  . .  Treble
‘ D av id  K n ig h t ...................... 2

P ercival  W . J .  H arding  3 
Stanley  C ock ell  . .  . .  4  

Composed by C . H . M artin .
* First peal of Major.

‘ H a r o l d  E. B l a c k e r  . .  5
H arry  H e a t h .......................  6
C ol in  A. T est er  . .  . .  7 
F rederick  S . Slatford  Tenor 

Conducted by  C olin  A. T e st e r .

SOBERTON, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., June 8 , 1957, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute,
A t  th e  C h u r ch  o f  St . P ete r .

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part (seventh observation). Tenor 131 cwt.

N elia  M . L eahy  . .  . .  Treble I R obert C . K ip p in  . .  . .  5 
C harles H. K ip p in  . .  2 | A drian J .  T um ber  . .  . .  6

♦Pamela J e n k s ................... 3 R . R oger Savory . .  . .  7
M aurice J .  B u t l e r . .  . .  4 ) J e s s ie  M . K ip p in  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by R . R oger Savory ."
* First peal ‘ inside.’

UTTOXETER, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 8 , 1957, in 3 Hours and 22 Minutes, ,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary.

A PEAL OF 5152 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 20 cwt. in E flat.

TrebleP amela J .  P e a rso n . .
F r e d k . E . W ilsh a w  

‘ H arold F .  W h it e  . .
P. G e o . G o lder  

Composed by J. Cox.
* 25th peal and first of Superlative. 
In memoriam C. H. Page.

R ichard  J .  W arrilow  . .  5
R o bin  G . T urner . .  . .  6
A r th u r  P richard  . .  . .  7
F r e d k . W m . G rocott . .  Tenor

Conducted by F r e d k . E . W il s h a w .

SITTINGBOURNE. KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sun., June 9, 1957, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M i c h a e l ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
W ashbrook's Variation. Tenor 21 cwt. in E.
‘ J o s e p h  E. G r e n s t e d  (75) Treble I S t a n l e y  B. D o b b i e . .  . .  5 

D o r i s  G .  D o b b ie  . . . .  2 G e o r g e  K e n w a r d  . .  . .  6
T e r e n c e  B a r t o n  . . . .  3 j tE R ic  N a y l o r ...................  7
G e o r g e  A. NAYL9 R . .  4 ' ■ E d w a r d  C. B a r t o n . .  . .T e n o r  

Conducted by E r i c  N a y l o r .
♦ 100th peal, t  150th peal.
Rung for Whit Sunday.
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ELVEDEN, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On M on., June 10, 1957, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes, 
A t  th e  M em orial  T o w er  o f  SS. P atrick and A n d r e w , 

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB TRIPLES 
Tenor 17 cwt. 2 qr. 20 lb.

‘ W alter G. P aul 
*P eter  A d c o c k . .  
‘ R ichard  R ose  
J am es P aul

. .  Treble 
2
3
4

Composed by H . H ubbard ,
* First peal in the method.

‘ L eonard  S. Sh a r pe . .  . .  5 
‘ L e s l ie  N . M e l t o n . .  . .  6 
• K en neth  G. B row n  . .  7

H enry  I v i n g s ......................Tenor
Conducted by K en neth  G. B ro w n .

LYMINGTON, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On M on., June 10, 1957, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,
A t th e  C h u r ch  o f  St . T h o m a s-t h e -A p o s t l e ,

A PEAL OF 5088 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 20 cwt. 1 qr. 3 lb.

‘ V ictor R oberts . .  . .  5 
G w il y m  S almon  . .  . .  6
F rank L. H arris . .  . .  7
R onald N . M arlow  . .  Tenor

‘ E rn est  E . B ray . .  . .  Treble 
t  A nthony  J .  S anger . .  2
D av id  H o a r e ................... 3
G eorge W. M a ssey  . .  4

Composed by G abriel L in d o f f  (C.C.C. N o . 15). 
Conducted by D a v id  H oare .

* First peal o f Surprise Major, f  First peal of Yorkshire.

NEW MILLS, DERBYSHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD.

On Tues.. June 11, 1957, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
A t th e  C h u r ch  o f  St . G eorge-t h e -M artyr.

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR
Middleton’s.
B rian J .  W ood r u ffe  

‘ Sh ir l ey  H arris 
+ Bernard G rov es  

B asil J ones

Tenor 13 cwt. 1 qr. in G sharp. 
Treble f  A lan M cF all . . . .  . .  5 

2 L e s l ie  Bo u m p h r e y . /  . .  6 x
. . .  3 fRoBERT S m it h  ...................  7

. . .  4 Brian H a r r i s ......................Tenor
Conducted by B asil  J o n e s .

* First peal of Surprise ‘ inside.’ f  First peal of Surprise. First 
peat of Surprise as conductor.

OXFORD.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thurs., June 13, 1957, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes,
.  A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  St . E bbe .

A PEAL OF 5184 DOUBLE NORW ICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 4 cwt. 3 qr. 19 lb.

J. H ow ard  R . F reeborn  Treble 
W il l ia m  H . B. W il k in s  2 

• C h r is t in e  M . W oodw a rd  3 
R obin  A. H o d g s o n . .  . .  4 

Composed by A. C raven .
* First peal in the method, 

method as conductor.
Rung on the official birthday of H -M . Queen Elizabeth II.

R obin  N. P ittm an  . . . .  5 
D erm ot  J. R oaf . .  . .  6 

1'Donald  H. N iblett  . .  7
St eph en  I v i n ......................Tenor

Conducted by D onald  H. N ib l e t t . 
t  50th peal of Major. First peal in the

CAMBRIDGE.
THE CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY GU ILD 

On Sat., June 15. 1957. in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  St . A n d r ew -t h e -G reat,

A PEAL OF 5120 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt.

W. J. R idgm an  (Queens’) Treble 
‘ Susan J ackson  (G irton).. 2 
‘ J. D. P ainter (Caius) . .  3 
*R. J. W. H o u sd en  (S el.) 4 
Composed by J. R e e v e s .

‘ A. R . H f.ppen sta ll  (Sel.) 5 
F. E. R oberts (Selwyn).. 6 
C . M. P. J oh n so n  (Sel.).. 7 

*P. A. F. C h alk  (Sel.) . .  Tenor 
Conducted by W . J .  R id g m a n .

' First peal in the method. The first peal in the method for the 
Guild.

DRAYTON, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.

On Sat., June 15, 1957, in 2 Hours and 54 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h urch  o f  St . P eter .

A PEAL OF 5152 SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR
Consisting of 1,280 London. 1,312 Bristol, 992 Superlative and 1,568 
Cambridge, with 106 changes of method, and all the bells doing all 
the work in all the methods. Tenor 9 cwt. 1 qr. 20 lb.
W illiam  H . J ackson  . .  Treble ‘ R obin  A. H o dgson  . .  5

• D onald H . N ibletT  . .  2 
R u th  M. K. H o w  . .  . .  3 
Shirley  V. Ry m e r  . .  4

• P eter R . Sanders . .  . .  6 
St eph e n  I. I v in  . .  7
R odney  B. M e adow s  . .  Tenor

Composed by A. J .  P itm a n . Conducted by W ill ia m  H. J ack so n .
•  First peal of Spliced Surprise in four methods. First peal of 

Surprise as conductor.

EDENBR1DGE, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 15, 1957, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  SS. P eter  and  P a ul ,

A PEAL OF 5088 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 14 cwt. 7 lb.

• E dw ard  J .  J enner  . .  . .  Treble
tGEORGE F ry ...................... 2

Bernard V. C o l liso n  . .  3 
^Stanley  J e nner  . .  4
Composed by N . J .  P it s t o w .

T h om as E. Sone 
C o lin  A. T ester  
E r n est  J. L add 
C harles A. Bassett

. .  5 

. .  6 

. .  7 
. .  Tenor

* First peal in thei method, 
t  First peal ofi Surprise.

Conducted by E rn est  J. L add .
t  First in method on an ‘ inside ’ bell.

EPSOM, SURREY.
THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 15, 1957, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes, 
A t  C h r i s t  C h u r c h ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker's Twelve-part.
• A nne D. W ooller  . .  . .  Treble
J o hn  H i l l ...........................  2

‘ N orman G . T. Steere  . .  3 
G ordon T. P e ters  . .  . .  4

Tenor 11} cwt. in F  sharp. 
W ill ia m  P arrott . .  . .  5 
F rank G . O a k sh o t t . .  ..  6 
F rederick  E . C o llin s  . .  7 
E dw ard  G. L. C ow ard  . .  Tenor

Conducted by F rederick  E. C o l l in s .
* First peal.
Rung with the bells half-muffled in memory of John Crawford, 

respected member of the above tower, who was interred in Epsom the 
previous day.

GREAT BENTLEY, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 15, 1957, in  2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t  th e  C hurch  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5024 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 7 |  cwt.

P amela I. F aircloth . .  Treble 
H elen  M . Sharp . .  . .  2
M arian H . M il l s  . .  . .  3
A. E dw ard  L e g g e t t . .  . .  4

M r s . L e sl ie  M ill s  . .  
M ichael  A. M il l s  . .  
L e sl ie  D . M ills  
D onald L . M ill s  . .

5
6 
7

Tenor
Composed by C. W . W oolley . Conducted by D onald  L. M il l s .

MAYFIELD, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 15, 1957, in 3 Hours and % Minutes,
A t  th e  C hurch  o f  St . D unstan ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Vicar's Six-part.
K athleen  M . Y eo  . .  . .  Treble
M r s . Betty  P ercy . . . .  2
W illia m  R. M anser . .  3
L e s l ie  J. Baldock . .  . .  4

Tenor 20 cwt. 2 qr. 4 lb. 
R onald  W . P a n khu rst  . .  5 

•W ill ia m  A. K it c h en sid e  6 
L u th er  H o n ess  . .  . .  7 

• S tanley  G . P onting  . .  Tenor
Conducted by W ill ia m  A. K it c h e n s id e .

* 50th peal together. Mr. W. R. Manser has now ‘ circled the tower.’

SHEPTON MALLET. SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 15, 1957, in 3 Hours and 12 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  SS. P e t e r  a n d  P a u l .

A PEAL OF 5024 RUTLAND SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 25 cwt.

A nthony  J. Sanger . .  Treble 
G eorge W . M assey  . .  2  

• M ichael R o se  3
L aurence E . H itc h in s  . .  4 

C om posed  by G . F reebrey .
* First peal of Surprise Major.

D avid  H oare ................... 5
G w il y m  Salmon . .  . .  6
D onald E . L e e ...................... 7
E ric  N aylor ......................Tenor

Conducted by D avid  H oare. 
The conductor’s 100th peal. The

first peal in the method by all the band except the ringer of the 2nd.

WITHAM, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 15, 1957, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
A t  the  C hurch  o f  St . N icola s .

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 18 cwt.

J ohn  W arner ......................Treble C harles B urton . .  . .  5
F rank L u f k i n ................... 2 ‘ J ohn  P a r k e r ...................  6
E rn est  F urbanks . .  . .  3 T erry  E arle ...................  7
E r n est  W. B rig h t  . .  . .  4 H enry D o rk ing  . .  . .T e n o r  
Composed by C o rn eliu s  C harge . Conducted by F rank L u f k in . 

* F irs t peal.
Rung in honour of the marriage of Janice Simms, a ringer at this 

tower, to Hubert Hull, a chorister of St. Nicolas’ choir, which took 
place previous to the peal.
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FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
ROCKWELL GREEN, SOMERSET.

THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Fri., M ay 17, 1957, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 

Being 42 six-scores (ten callings). Tenor 11J cwt.
♦Fran cis  C. T a y lor . .  . .  Treble 

D a v id  T . N orth  . .  . .  2
t lv o R  H u g h e s ...................... 3

Conducted by G ordon W a lfo rd .
♦First peal away from the tenor, t  First peal ‘ inside

C harles H. W eb ber . .  4
G ordon W alford  . .  . .  5 
C harles E. Baker  . .  . .  Tenor

HONILEY, W ARWICKSHIRE.
THE COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., June 1, 1957, in 2 Hours and 25 Minutes,
A t t h e  C hurch  o f  St . J o h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Being 12 extents April Day (three callings), 12 Plain Bob (four callings) 
and 18 Grandsire (ten callings). Tenor 6 cwt. 2 qr. 4 lb.
A. C harles M o r r is . .  . .  Treble I W illia m  C . R h odes 3
A nthony  A . U pton  . . . .  2 | J . W il l ia m  H o vey  . .  . .  4 

G ordon H . L ane . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by A . C harles M o r r is .

Rung as a wedding compliment to Mr. Alan Coats and Miss Brenda 
Whitehead.

BRAMPTON. CUMBERLAND.
CUMBERLAND AND NORTH WESTMORLAND ASSOCIATION.

On Sun., June 2, 1957, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,
A t th e  C hurch  o f  St . M artin ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being seven extents in three methods: one of Oxford T.B., two of 
Kent T.B. and four of Plain Bob. Tenor 9 cwt. 1 qr. 5 lb. in A flat. 
♦J. B rian V. P o r t e r . .  '.. Treble f G raham M cK ay . .  4
t  J o s e p h  L ing  . .  . . . .  2 t  J am es B u t te r fiel d  . .  5 
{G eo ffr ey  T em bey  . . . .  3 Stanley  R ichardson  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Stanley R ich a r d so n .
* First peal, t  First of Minor in three methods, t  First peal of 

Minor. First peal on the bells.

WEST LAVINGTON, WILTSHIRE.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD 

On Thurs.. June 6, 1957. in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h urch  o f  St . M ary M agdalene,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Tenor 12. cwt.Being seven extents. 

Ol iv e  D. C ouchman 
L M icha el N oad 
Sid n e y  G rant . .

♦ First peal.

. .T re b le  ‘ W alter  Be v e n ..
2 H arry H eath  ..

...................... 3 C olin  A. T ester
Conducted by C o lin  A. T e s t e r . 

Believed to be the first peal on the bells.

4
. .  5 
. .  Tenor

COTLEIGH. DEVON.
THE GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.

On Sat., June 8. 1957, in 2 Hours and 22 Minutes,
AT t h e  C hu rch  of St. M ic h a e l ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Being seven different extents. Tenor 7 cwt.
H erbert W. PearcE . .  Treble j Sid n e y  W. W h it e  . .  . .  4 
R aymond P. Selw a y  . .  2 j A lbert W. D y er  . .  . .  5 
H en ry  G . K e e l e y  . . . .  3 I W illia m  E. T urner . .  . .  Tenor 

Co-iducted by W illia m  E. T urner.
First peal of Minor on the bells.

HEM I&GFORD ABBOTS, HUNTINGDONSHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., June 8, 1957, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes.
A t  t h e  C hurch  of St . M argaret,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
Being one extent each of Norwich, Ipswich, Cambridge Surprise, 
Oxford, Kent T.B., St. Clement’s and Bob Minor. Tenor 14| cwt.
R F rank Baker 
D onald E. R. K n igh ts  
W illia m  See k in g s  . .

Treble ♦G eo ffr ey  A. L ucas . .  4
2  M a n sfield  G inn . .  . .  5
3 H arold S. Pea c o c k . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by H arold S. Pea co ck .
♦ First peal in seven methods ‘ inside.’ First peal in seven methods 

as conductor.
Rung for the fourth anniversary of the Coronation.

EASTCHUkCH, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., June 10, 1957, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,
A t  "'t h e  C hurch of A l l  Sa in ts .

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 124 cwt. in G .
♦H oward G ardner . .  . .  Treble | E dw ard C. Barton . . . .  4

Stan ley  V.  R a y f iel d  . .  2 E ric  N aylor ................... 5
G eorge K enw ard . . . .  3 [ G eorge A. N aylor . .  '.. Tenor 

Conducted by G eorge A. N aylor.
♦ First peal. Believed to be the first peal on the bells.

MINSTER. KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Mon.. June 10. 1957, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t  t h e  A bbey C hurch o f  SS. M ary and Sexbu rga.

A PEAL OF 5040 KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 14 cwt.

G eoroe A. N aylor . .  Treble ; ‘ E dward C. Barton - . .  4 
‘ H azel V. D adso n . .  . .  2 j fER ic N aylor . .  . .  . .  5 

* t Sta n ley  V. R a y f ie l d  . .  3 | G eorge K enward . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by E ric  N aylor.

♦ First peal of Minor in the method, t  25th peal together. 50th 
peal as conductor.

REYMERSTONE, NORFOLK 
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., June 10, 1957, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes.
A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  St . Pet e r .

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB DOUBLES 
Being four callings. Tenor 9 cwt. in F.
♦A ndrew  A. Pledger  . .  Treble I |M r s. A. E. D ixon  . .  . .  3 
tSAMUEL H. W a t e r f ie l d . .  2 I A lbert  E. D ixon  . .  . .  4 

JH. John L arwood . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by A lbert  E. D ixo n .

♦ First peal. |  25th peal. { First peal of Doubles. First peal as 
conductor.

LANGLEYBURY, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Wed. June 12, 1957, in 2 Hours and 35 Minutes,
A t th e  C hurch o f  St . Paul,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR 
Being seven different extents, with 5-6 the right way thrpughout. 

Tenor 8 cwt. 13 lb. in A.
J oan M. W ilcockson  . .  Treble I John R. M aynb . .  . .  4 

♦M ary G. C arnochan . .  2 W il l ia m  W enban . .  . .  5
fDENNis L a u d ................... 3 | K enneth  R. D unstan . .T e n o r

Conducted by John R. M ayne.
‘ First peal of Surprise, f  First peal in the method ‘ inside.’ The 

conductor has now ‘ circled the tower.'
Rung as a 21 st birthday compliment to the ringer of the second.

GREAT FINBOROUGH. SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., June 15, 1957, in 3 Hours,
A t  th e  C hurch o f  St . A n drew .

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being jseven different extents. Tenor 124 cwt. in G.
M r s . R. E^tL ester  
Peter  R. J. L ester  . .  
A l ic e  E. J. L ester  ..

. .  Treble R obert E. L ester  . .  . .  4 
. .  .2  L eonard S. Sharpe . .  . .  5

3 K enneth  G. Brown . .  . .T e n o r  
Conducted by K enneth  G. Brown.

A 19th wedding anniversary compliment to Mr. and Mrs. R. E. 
Lester. •

HANDBELL PEALS
DERBY.

THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., M ay  4, 1957. in 1 Hour and 46 Minutes,

A i 6, F iley  W alk , D erby .
A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR

B eing seven ex ten ts. T e n o r size 11 in  G .
R obin  G . T urner  . .  . .  1— 2 | F r e d k . W m . G rocott  . .  3— 4

P eter  Bo r d e r ...................... 5— 6
Conducted by R obin  G. T urn er .

Rung in honour and on the morning of the wedding of Miss 
Margaret E. Saunders and Mr. Robin G. Turner.

FALLOWF1ELD. MANCHESTER.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sun., May 19, 1957, in 1 Hour and 48 Minutes,
A t  22, E xbury  St r e e t ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor size 15 in C.
P eter  W a t s o n ...................... 1— 2 | D erek  T a y l o r ...................... 3— 4

T revor T aylor . .  . .  5— 6 
Conducted by T revor  T aylor .
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BABCARY, SOM ERSET.—On June 12th. 1,260 
P lain Bob M in o r: W . G. Hodges 1, F. G . Sparks 2, 
J. E. Looker 3, T . W . Look 4. G . G aylard 5. H. J. 
G aylard (cond.) 6. A wedding compliment to  Mr. D. 
Eades, ringer c f  this tower, who has recently left the 
district.

BALDOCK, H ERTS.—O n June 16th, 1,264 P lain Bob 
M ajo r: J . 'B ra y  (first of M ajor) 1, S. H utton  (first of 
M ajor 4 inside *) 2, E. Buck 3, L. Scoot 4. D. Sutcliffe
5, W . Collins 6, R. Castledine (cond.) 7, C. Harwood
8. F or Trinity Sunday.

BEBINGTON, C H ESH IR E .—On June 8th. 1.264 
Plain Bob M ajor > S. A nderson (first quarter) 1, J. 
Cooke 2, Miss E. Dumbell (first quarter) 3, Mrs. M. 
Poolo 4. R. M addock 5, J. Leslie 6, D. J. Poole 7.
F. T. Parry (cond.) 8. For Confirm ation service, also 
a  birthday com plim cnt to the  ringer of the fourth. 
T he band included three generations.

BICK ER. LIN CS.—O n June 10th, 1.260 G randsirc 
T rip les : A. K ay 1, W . B. Dawson 2, F. Leggott 3,
A. H. Bennett 4, W . E. C lark 5, C. W ander (cond.)
6, J. Pctch 7, C . Stubley 8. Rung half-muffled as a 
token of respect to  Rose Ellen Levesley, a great 
church w orker for St. Swithin’s Church:

B LECHIN G LEY , SU RREY .—O n June 16th. 1.260 
G randsirc T rip le s : H . Harwood 1. Nancy Kempscll 
(first of Triples ‘ in s id e ’) 2. F reda H ankcy 3. A. 
Streeter 4, F. W . Bird 5, M. Johnson 6, G. Olliver 
(cond.) 7. J. Bu*gess 8. Rung to  mark the ordination 
a t Chichester Cathedral tha t day of John M ilne, one­
tim e churchwarden a t this church.

B O URN EM O UTH. HAN TS.—O n June 9th. at St. 
Peter's Church, 1,260 Stedm an T rip les : A. J. Sanger
1, R. W . Rex 2, D. H oare (cond.) 3. J. Seagar 4,
G . W . Massey 5, G. Salmon 6, A. V. Davis 7, E. E. 
Bray 8. For morning service.

BRA NT-BROU G HTON , LIN C S.—O n June 10th.
1,260 M inor (720 Cam bridge, 180 Single Oxford. 360 
Plain B ob): W . E. G reen 1, W . R. Parker 2, J. F. 
Pearson 3, L. Thom pson 4, W . A. Lacey 5, J. E. Cook 
(cond.) 6.

B RIG H TO N , SUSSEX.—On June 11th. a t the 
Church of the G ood Shepherd. 1,260 G randsirc Triples :
F. J. Lewis 1, A. W . G ravett 2, Betty Stephenson
3, S. G. R idge 4, C. W . R iddlestonc 5, A. W . Bond
6. S. E. A rm strong (cond.) 7, N. J. Armstrong 8. 
F irst quarter for 1 and 8. and rung a t the first attem pt. 
Rung half-muffled in  memoriam Flying Officer David 
G arratt, R .A .F .

BURSTOW , SU RREY .—O n W hit Sunday, 1.260 
G randsirc and P lain Bob Doubles : D. Slaughter (first 
quarter) 1, T . Padbury (first quarter) 2. D. W ilson 3. 
W . Slaughter 4, A. J. Bull (cond.) 5, H. Padbury 6. 
F or Matins.

BUSHEY H EA TH . H ERTS.—O n June 15th. 1,260 
G randsirc T rip les : I. N orris 1. Mrs. T . N orris 2. 
J. Pares 3. H . H odgetts 4, C. Cook 5, E. Ashby 6, 
T . N orris (cond.) 7, F. M orris 8.

CA NN O CK, STA FFS.—O n June 6th. 1.260 G rand­
sirc Doubles (rung on back s ix ) : C. M cKennie (first 
quarter attem pt, 13) 1, A. E. Barker 2. R . W . Barker 
(first as cond.) 3, G. Bradbury 4, A. Armstrong 5, E. 
Borcly 6. «

CO LESH ILL. W A R W IC K S.—On June 13th. *.260 
Grandsire T rip les : A. Ensor (first quarter) 1, L. L. 
W illis 2, F . W . Bailey 3, D . L. H ooper 4. W . C. 
Rhodes 5, J . W . H ovey (cond.) 6. E. H. H ill 7. H. 
W alker 8. R ung for the consccration o f the Church 
of St. Barnabas. Kingshurst.

DARLEY  D ALE, D ERBYS.—O n June 13th. 1.320 
D oubles (720 G randsire, 600 Stcdm an) : A. Gregory 
(first quarter) 1. D. M ellor 2. H. E. Taylor 3. A. 
H opkinson 4. G . H. Paulson 5. P. Taylor (first 
quarter) 6. Conducting shared by 3 and 5. Rung by 
local servicc band for the Q ueen 's birthday.

DORCH ESTER, OXO N .—On June 14th. 1.312 
Spliced Surprise M ajor (London. Bristol, Cam bridge and 
Superlative): W . H. Jackson (joint cond.) 1. Miss
S. V. Rymer 2. Miss R. M. E. How 3. R. B. 
M eadows 4, D. R . Stoddard 5. P. R. Sanders 6. R. A. 
H odson 7. S. J. Ivin (joint cond.) 8.

EA LIN G . M ID D LX .—At St. M ary's Church, on 
May 26th, 1.260 Stcdm an T rip les : J. P. K ent 1. H. J. 
Eld red 2. A. M. Stacey 3. C. A. W rattcn  4. S. C roft
5. A. I I . Fulwell 6. W . T . Cook (cond.) 7, D. 
Theedom  8.

G REA T W Y M ON D LEY . H ERTS.—O n June 16th.
1.440 Plain Bob M inor : Jean  Croft (first quarter) 1.
G . Cherry 2. S. H . Ashton 3, L. Runnaclcs 4. K: C. 
Timbury 5, P. W . C roft (cond.) 6. F or Evensong.

QUARTER PEALS
H A R R O LD , BEDS.—On June 17th, 1.260 M inor 

(720 K ent, 540 Plain B ob ): R. W alker I. Iris W alker
2. H. G ayton (cond.) 3, C. Payne 4. H . Robinson 5, 
R. G rice 6. First 720 of K ent fo r 1. 2, 4 and 6. 
Rung as a  birthday com plim cnt to  M r. R . G rice and 
Mr. H. Gayton.

H E M IN G FO R D  ABBOTS, H U N TS.—On W hit Sun­
day, 1,260 Platn Bob M ino r: A. T. Howes 1. H . S. 
Peacock 2. Miss D. Robinson 3, J. R. G. Spicer 4.
F. R. N icholls 5, D . E. R. Knights (cond.) 6. For 
morning servicc.

H O R N C H U R C H , ESSEX.—O n June 16th, 1,260 
Stcdm an Triples : A. J. Salisbury 1, T. East 2, J. 
C arro tt 3. Miss J. Peacock 4, J. Fowler 5, R . Brown
6, F. V. G an t (cond) 7, A. A mmcrlann 8. For 
Trinity Sunday, and for the ordination - a t Chelmsford 
Cathedral o f the Rev. H . W allace as priest and the 
Rev. J. Ross as deacon, both of St. Andrew 's, H orn­
church.

HUSBO RNE CRA W LEY , BED S.—O n June 7th.
1.260 Plain Bob M inor (7, 8 covering): B. S tapleton
1. Angela G rainger 2, P. Newing 3. B. G rainger 4. 
R . Churchill (first as cond.) 5, I. N . Pctt 6, Ann 
Fisher 7. D. C. H all 8. F o r W hitsun. Also on 
June 14th, 1.260 Bob T rip les : B. S tapleton 1, Angela 
G rainger 2. R . Churchill 3. K. Fleming 4. I. N. 
P ctt (first as cond.) 5. B. G rainger 6. P. Newing 7.
D. C. H all 8. F irst o f Bob Triples fo r 1. 3 and 8.

M A RSH FIELD , M O N .—O n June 7th, 1.260 G rand­
sire D oubles: A. F. R. H artley (first quarter) 1.
A. M. Coombs (first as cond.) 2. P. J. C. G oodfellow  
(first quarter) 3, E. J. R. H artley 4, J. D. W oodm an 
(first ‘ inside ’) 5. A  birthday com plim cnt to  Edm und 
J. R. H artley.

NORBU RY , C H ESH IR E .—On June 9th, 1.440 Cam ­
bridge Surprise M inor: Mrs. L. Boumphrcy 1. Shirley 
H arris 2. J. Fcrnlcy 3, L. Boumphrcy 4. B. H arris 5,
B. Jones (cond.) 6.

N U T FIE L D , SU R R E Y .—O n M ay 26th. 1.260 G rand­
sire D oub les: A. R . C . Clarke 1, G . Ollivcr (cond.)
2. N ancy Kcmpscll 3. Freda H ankcy 4. A. S treeter 5,
5. Smith (first quarter) 6. F or Evensong. 

OCKBROOK. DERBYS.—On June 6th. 1.320 Plain
Bob D oubles: C. W alklatc 1. P. W . Sewry 2. W . A. 
M orlcy 3. K. Ballington (first as cond.. aged 13) 4.
D. P. Jones 5. Also on June 8th. 1,440 Plain Bob 
M ino r: K. Ballington 1. B. R . Manning 2. P. W . 
Scwry 3. Miss B. A. M anning 4. W . A. M orlcy 5. 
J. E. Rydc (first as cond.) 6. F o r the wedding of 
Miss D oreen P orter and Mr. Paul Shelmerdine.

O LD  H EA D IN G  TO N , O XO N .—On June 2nd. 1.260 
Doubles (being four extents Bob and 61 extents 
G randsirc): Miss A. Mellor 1. T . H . Smith 2. J. 
D art 3, Miss V. N aylor 4. R. J. Trcbilcock (cond.) 5. 
R . Brown 6. F or Evensong, and as a wedding anni­
versary com plim ent to  the ringer o f the second.

O X FO RD .—On June 2nd. a t the Church of St. 
Ebbc. 1.260 Stcdm an T rip les : W . H. Jackson 1. Adele 
Bagnall 2, P. R . Sanders 3, D. H . N iblctt 4. S. J. 
Ivin 5. R . A. Hodgson 6. C. J. B. Taylor (first in 
method as cond.) 7. C. R. C. Coussm akcr 8. F or 
M atins. Also on June 7th. 1,536 Spliced Surprise 
M ajor (Cambridge, Superlative. London. B ris to l): R . N. 
Pittm an 1. D . J. R oaf 2. W . H . Jackson (cond.) 3. 
Miss S. V. Rym cr 4. D . H. N iblctt 5, P. R. Sanders
6. S. J. Ivin 7, R . A. Hodgson 8. First o f four 
Spliced io j  1. 2. 6 and 8.

RA V EN IN G  HAM , N O R FO L K .—O n June 15th. 1.260 
Doubles (120 G randsire and 1.140 Plain Bob. four call­
ings and a 60 ): T. G . Page 1. J. W . Fordcr 2. M. J. 
Stokes 3, R . W . Bickers 4. T. N. J. Bailey (first as 
cond.) 5. F irst in two methods by all except the 
second. Rung in honour o f the 42nd wedding anni­
versary o f  Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Bailey, o f Becclcs. 
also as a  17th birthday complimcnt to  Terence Page.

R EA D IN G , BERKS.—On June 9th, 1.264 Plain Bob 
M a jo r: D. G. Byng (first away from  tenor) 1. Helen 
M. Brant 2, K. Cottercll 3. W , N ew ton 4. F. W . 
Lewis 5, R . H . Begrie 6. R . F. D iserens 7. N . J. 
D istrens (cond.) 8.

R IN G  W O O D . H A N TS.—O n W hit Sunday. 1.260 
Stedm an T rip les : W . E. C heater 1. R. H oarc 2. Miss 
J. M. G ray 3. R . N. M arlow 4. J. H artless 5. W . C. 
Shute 6. L. F . C obb (first of Stcdm an as cond.) 7,
G . E. Turner 8. F or Evensong.

RICK M A N SW O RTH , H ERTS.—O n June 5th, 1,260 
G randsire T rip les : D. M. H ibbcrt (first quarter) 1,
H . A. B radbury 2, P. H art (first 4 inside ’) 3, D . R . 
Bartholomew 4. D. C . Bartholomew 5, F . W . Elliot 6, 
R . G . Bell (cond.) 7, J. R . Lloyd 8. Rung on the 
eve of the 70th birthday of the ringer o f 6, and to  
celebrate his 32nd year o f association w ith the tower.

RO TH ERH A M , Y ORK S.—O n June 15th, 1,277 
G randsirc C a te rs : H. Cooke 1, Miss M. Mills 2, 
Susan C haddock 3, Miss E. A. W ardill 4, Mrs. N. 
Chaddock 5, J. N . D. Chaddock 6, J. Scager 7, G. K. 
Chaddock 8, N. Chaddock (cond.) 9. P . W alker 10. 
First quarter of G randsirc Caters by 1. 3 and 10. 
Rung fo r the Sheffield and D istrict Servers’ Guild 
annual service.

SIBSEY, LIN C S.—O n June 8th. 1.260 Plain Bob 
M inor (with tenor covering): Olga Elm itt (first quarter, 
aged 14) 1. Agnes Elm itt 2. H . Johnson 3. W . E. 
Elm itt 4, T . Cummings (cond.) 5, D. Smith 6, W . 
W ilkinson 8. Rung fo r the wedding o f Janet Goodrick 
and John Scholes, also a  birthday com plim ent to  the 
conductor.

SLO UG H , BUCKS.—O n June 12th, 1.260 Plain Bob 
M ino r: L inda Kcw (aged 12, first quarter) 1. Janet 
A dam son 2, A. D. Rivers 3, F. R . Scott 4, W . Bir­
m ingham 5, A. E. H artley (cond.) 6. Rung half­
muffled for the funeral o f Lady Catherine Herschel 
(widow o f the Rev. Sir John H erschel, F .R .A .S ., 
descendant o f W illiam  and Caroline Herschcl, the 
famous Slough astronom ers).

SOU TH A M PTO N , H A N TS.—At St. M ary’s Church, 
on June 12th. 1.260 Stcdm an T rip les : R. N . Marlow
I. R. R. Savory 2. M. J. Butler 3. C. G. Jones (first 
of Stedm an Triples) 4. P. G. M organ 5, R . T. Jones
6. J. Hartless (first of Stcdm an Triples as cond.) 7, 
L. F . C obb 8. Rung on the first anniversary of the 
redcdication of the church.

STRA TTO N  ST. M A RG A RET, W IL TS.—O n June 
16th, 1,260 G randsirc T rip les : Miss R. Row orth 1, 
Mrs. F . G. W ilton 2. Mrs. E. Sutton 3. Dr. C. G. 
Row orth 4. G. W ells 5, R . G . Townsend 6. E. Sutton 
(cond.) 7. E. Vincent 8. For the christening o f the 
Vicar’s daughter. Ruth.

SW IN D O N , W IL TS.—At Christ Church, on June 
16th. 1.260 Stcdm an T rip les : Dr. C. G. Row orth (first 
in  m ethod) 1. M rs. F . G. W ilton 2, D r. H. Craig 3, 
P. J. Shipton (first o f Triples in m ethod) 4. R. G. 
Townsend 5. W . W . T. Daniell 6. E. Sutton (cond.)
7, E. Vincent 8. On the occasion of the ordination 
o f the Rev. D. Biggar and the Rev. J . Poarch, both 
o f Christ Church, Swindon.

T E N T ER D EN , K EN T.—On M ay 25th, 1.260 G rand­
sire T rip les : Mary Mcyncl! 1, W . H. Prior 2, P. 
Jarvis 3. H . Baker 4. W . T ickncr 5. R . J. Brown 6. 
M. W . M arshall (cond.) 7, P. V. H. Rclf 8. Rung in 
honour of the marriage of Miss Sally Taylor-Joncs and 
Lt. Trevor Harding. R .N .

W A N D SW O R TH , S U R R E Y .—On W hit Sunday, at 
H oly Trinity Church, 1.280 Plain Bob M ajo r: Miss F. 
Brown 1, W . W ilson (arr. and cond.) 2. Miss J. 
Scrutton 3, S. C roft 4. J. Rea 5. M. W illiamson 6,
E. Talbot 7, J. Euston 8. Rung to  welcome the 
Bishop o f Kingston a t morning service.

W H IT C H U R C H , O X O N .—On June 17th. 1.260 
G randsire Doubles : J. F . C arter 1. R. K . Russ (cond.)
2. J. A. C obb 3, D. W esley 4, K. C otterell 5, J. P. 
Cham bers 6.

W IM BLEDO N , SU RREY .—O n June 16th. 1.260 
Flair. Bob M in o r: E. Jacobs 1. Susan Jacobs 2. J. 
Tom sett 3, A. Bishop 4, M. P. M oreton 5, F . Corficld 
(cond.) 6.

W IN D SO R , BERK S.—O h June 9tji, a t St. John’s 
Church, 1.289 Doubles (360 Plain Bob. 360 St. Simon’s, 
360 St. M artin’s and  209 G randsire) : R . Penn 1. 
M onica M. Blagrovc 2. K. Buckingham 3, A. J. Glass
4. F. T . Blagrove (cond.) 5, A. J. Painter 6. For 
Confirm ation service.

W O RM IN G  FORD , ESSEX.—On June 4th. 1.260 
M inor (720 K ent Treble Bob and 540 Plain B o b ): 
A. W . Cansdale (cond.) 1. A. E. Leggett 2. W . J. 
Brunt 3. D . G. Davison 4. B. W . Fairhead 5, Miss
E. R . M. Cansdale 6. A farewell to  f). G . Davison, 
who returns to  Bolsovcr. Derbyshire, after com pleting 
his N ational Servicc at Colchester.

W Y CH BO LD . W O RCS.—O n June 6th, 1.260 G rand­
sirc Doubles : .Miss J. M oorhouse 1, Miss S. McDougall 
(first quarter) 2, Mrs. W m . Holm 3, Miss B. Holm 4, 
M. Chilcott (cond.) 5, W m . H olm  6.
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ESSEX ASSOCIATION HAVE MEMORABLE WHIT MONDAY
A YEAR OF PROGRESS REVIEW ED

rPH E  presence of the Central Council in 
Chelmsford for the annual meeting of the 

Essex Association on Whit Monday added a 
lustre to the proceedings. The Association had 
as its guests at the annual luncheon the presi­
dent of the Council and M rs.'E . H. Lewis, the 
secretary of the Council and Mrs. E. A. Barnett 
and Mr. Frederick Sharpe.

Proceedings started with the service in Chelms­
ford Cathedral, conducted by the Provost (Very 
Rev. G . E. Gordon), and the sermon, preached 
by the Bishop of Barking (Rt. Rev. H. R. 
Gough). He sa id : ‘ You who ring bells share 
with the clergy and the whole Church the 
ministry of evangelism—calling men to worship 
and to God through Christ. Let us always 
remember the privilege of your high calling, and 
let us clergy remember that we cannot do with­
out your help. Your message by the ringing of 
bells can reach people who never come to 
worship God.

‘ This call to worship will have a false note 
unlessi we who do the preaching and you who 
do the ringing are living consistently Christian 
lives. It is a sadness to some of us to find 
that when the service starts the ringers disappear. 
I pray that through your Association every 
bellringer will realise the privilege and responsi­
bility. Let no bell sound a false note through 
the insincerity of the ringers.’

A PROGRESSIVE REPORT
The annual meeting followed in the Chapter 

House, with the Master (Mr. R. C. Heazel) in 
the chair, supported by the Bishop of Barking, 
the hon. secretary and treasurer (Mr. F . V. 
Gant) and the Deputy Master (Mr. H. Turner).

Arising from the minutes, Mr. K. C. S. Wood 
reported that the list of ringable rings in the 
diocese was completed. Some of the towers 
had been out of order. He thought that copies 
of the report should be supplied to the Arch­
deacon.

The annual report gave the membership of 
the Association as 217 honorary and 914 ring­
ing, against 209 honorary and 903 ringing mem­
bers. The number of peals rung in 1956 was 
72 as against 68 in 1955, which was considered 
to be quite satisfactory, especially as one of the 
leading conductors was now on National Ser­
vice. An interesting theory had been advanced 
by a member that the number of peals rung 
during any year had no bearing at all on the 
prevailing enthusiasm at that time. An inquest 
revealed that 50 per cent, of peal attempts fired 
their way to a standstill, and in 25 per cent. 
‘ Stand ’ was called because of wrong or missed 
calls. The member himself had stood in 18 
attempts and recorded only seven peals.

Conducting was shared by 25 members, 175 
members featured in the peals and 15 their first 
peal.

Personal congratulations go to F . C. South­
gate, of Ardleigh, on ringing his first peal at 
the age of 64, and to the Rev. J. Ransom, for 
ringing his first peal on his own bells. Con­
gratulations go to L. Wiffen on his 650th peal,
F. Claydon his 400th, Miss H. G . Snowden her 
200th, and to T. Earle and C. E. Willmington 
on their 100th peal.

The adoption of the report was moved by the 
Master and seconded by the Deputy Master.

Mr. F . B. Lufkin congratulated the Associa­
tion on providing such a comprehensive report 
and giving it to the members free of charge. 
They were all grateful to Mr. Gant, the editor 
of the report.

Mr. J. Chalk paid a tribute to the District 
officers for their work. There were 111 towers

in common with the Association, and he would 
like to see a digest of how many of those towers 
rang their bells on Sundays. They must see that 
all their bells Were rung on Sundays, because 
he was afraid that they would see very few rings 
of bells in new churches. The highlight of their 
ringing was the number of quarter peals—160 
were mentioned. He was glad to see Bob Major 
and Bob Minor well to the fore as it wasi the 
foundation of all ringing. x He would like to see 
in the next report more peals of Kent and 
Double Norwich C.B. Major.

The report was then adopted.

ACCOUNTS HEALTHY
The adoption of the accounts was moved by 

Mr. Baker. This showed that the general ac­
count started with a balance of £266 2s. 2d. 
and ended with £282 2s. 2d. The balance in 
the Bell Restoration Fund had increased from 
£184 to £229 and the total assets of the Asso-

In Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List

Mr. Cyril Michael Heathcote, of 
Sutton-in-Ash field, who for 21 years has 
been the popular hon. treasurer o f the 
East■ Derbyshire and Nottingham Asso­
ciation o f Change Ringers, is appointed 
a Member of the Order of the British 
Empire in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List. He has a record o f long service at 
St. Mary's Church, Sutton-in-Ashfield, 
as a ringer and sidesman. His daughter 
previous to her marriage was also a 
ringer.

For 35 years Mr. Heathcote has been 
chairman of the Sutton Branch o f the 
British Legion, and has served since 1921 
on the Legion’s Mansfield, Retford and 
District War Pensions Committee. He 
is prominent in local Freemasonry.

ciation were £511. The hon. secretary com­
mented on the healthy state of the accounts. 
Expenses in the coming year would be heavier 
—there was a £7 increase in printing the annual 
report, and they had the pleasurable expenditure 
of entertaining the Central Council. They had 
promised from the Bell Restoration Fund a 
grant of £25 to Epping.

The following officers were declared elected: 
Master, R. C. Heazel; Deputy Master. H. Tur­
ner ; hon. secretary and treasurer, F . V. G a n t; 
auditors, M. Baker and D. G . Mayell; trustees, 
P. Eves, P. Saltmarsh and C. Smith.

Life membership was conferred on Mrs. M. 
M. Osborne (Romford). P. Sayer (Great Tot- 
ham), W. Wheeler and F. Whitby (Harlow 
Common) and H. White (Bishop's Stortford). 
Mrs. Osborne was the first lady to be elected 
to life membership. Arising from the death of 
Mr. Harry Mansfield, there was a vacancy in 
the Cential Council representation. This was 
referred to the committee with power to act.

Mr. F. B. Lufkin (peal secretary) reported 
that already this year (1957) 58 peals had been 
rung in 40 towers; 148 ringers had taken part 
and eight had rung their first peal. Their peals 
were coming in from far and wide.

Mr. Millett appealed for support for Little 
Hawksley bells. This church was destroyed 
early in the last war and the five bells were also 
destroyed. The church was being rebuilt. This 
little village of 300 inhabitants was faced with

the problem of whether the five bells should be 
hung for chiming or change-ringing. The sum 
of £275 extra would have to be found if the 
bells were hung for change-ringing. The meet­
ing instructed the Bell Restoration Committee 
to negotiate with the people of Little Hawksley. 
If the bells were hung for ringing the Associa­
tion would be prepared to make a grant of £50.

The Bishop of Barking called attention to the 
possibility of bells being provided for the church 
being built in Harlow New Town. The matter 
was referred to the Bell Restoration Fund.

The Master proposed a comprehensive vote 
of thanks to all who had contributed to the suc­
cess of the meeting, and announced that the 
collection at the service for the Bell Restoration 
Fund amounted to £4 13s. 3d.

MR. LEWIS RECALLS
The Association’s luncheon followed in the 

Cathedral Hall, with the Master in the chair, 
who extended a cordial welcome to the many 
guests present. The Provost, in reply, spoke in 
appreciation of the way the Association co­
operated with the Cathedral’s festival week. 
He was sorry the Cathedral bells were not in 
good shape to  permit of a peal, but they would 
be next year.

Mr. E. H. Lewis said he had been a member 
of the Association for 53 or 54 years, and his 
first peals of London and Bristol were rung for 
their Association. Unfortunately, he was in 
Copenhagen when the last Council meeting was 
held at Chelmsford in 1929. This year was his 
jubilee year on the Council, and he was elected 
president in 1930 without any previous notice.

During the last 26 years there had been 
various changes on the Council—some for the 
good and some for the bad. The change for 
the good was the great increase on the social 
side of their proceedings, which had enabled 
members to discuss around the table various 
matters.

The thing he deplored was that in the early 
days a large number of clergy took a prominent 
part, and they were leading ringers and good 
composers and knew as much about ringing as 
lay members. Today they had nothing like that 
number of clergy who were good ringers, and 
it was a  great pity. He thought it would be a 
very good thing if the theological colleges would 
take the opportunity of teaching ringing to 
coming ordinands. ‘ I have rung with a lot of 
clergy and it is only those who learnt to ring 
before they put on a “ dog collar ” who became 
good strikers.’ He thought the ordinary ringer 
was frightened when he had to teach a vicar or 
curate.

Mr. Lewis said he was now living in Scotland 
where the opportunities to ring were very few. 
They were asked to ring for the Queen's home­
coming, and he asked the secretary of the 
Scottish Association where it would be possible 
to ring. He sent him to Dunblane. He made 
an all-round trip of 260 miles to ring for 20 
minutes’ call-changes.

Mr. Frank Gant also extended a welcome to 
members of the Central Council and thanked 
those responsible for the lunch, especially men­
tioning Mr. Sam Everett.

Ringing took place afterwards in various 
towers in the neighbourhood.

N U T FIE LD , SU R R E Y .—O n June 14th. 1.260 G rand­
sire D oubles: Jean  Bird (first quarter) 1, Nancy 
Kempselt (cond.) 2, G . Olliver 3, F . W . Bird 4, 
A. R . C . Clarke 5, S. Smith 6.
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DIAMOND JUBILEE OF THE MIDDLESEX
PERSONALITIES OF PAST 60 YEARS RECALLED

rP H E  Middlesex Association and London Dio- 
x  cesan Guild celebrated its diamond jubilee 

in a very fitting manner on Whit Saturday. The 
programme was, indeed, comprehensive, with 
ringing at St. Giles-in-the-Fields and St. Olave's, 
Hart Street, a demonstration of the Carter ring­
ing machine and a service in St. Botolph’s. 
Bishopsgate, which was largely attended. The 
Bishop of Kensington preached and the Rev. R. 
Deasy, Vicar of Harrow Weald, conducted the 
service. The singing was particularly beautiful, 
having been arranged by Dr. D. J. Neal-Smith.

The dinner followed in the adjoining Fan 
Makers' Hall, with the Bishop of Kensington in 
the chair. He was supported on the top table 
by Mr. and Mrs. A. Hughes, Mr. and Mrs. J. S. 
Mason, Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Cullum, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. H. Coles, Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Hart, 
Mr. and Mrs. T. W ee, Mr. and Mrs. T. J. 
Lock, Mr. and Mrs. W. N. Genna, Mr. E. R. 
Gladman and Mr. T. W. White. A generous 
anonymous donor kindly provided wine for the 
dinner.

The hon. secretary read apologies from the 
patron of the Association (the Lord Bishop of 
London), the president (the Rev. G. C. Taylor), 
the Bishops of Stepney and Willesden, the 
Archdeacons of London and Middlesex, the 
Rector of Bishopsgate, Mr. Tom Taffender 
(Master of the London Association), Mrs. J. H. 
Honeysett, Mrs. E. Davis, Mrs. Turner, Mr. 
Collins and Mr. W. Smith.

Proposing the toast of ‘ The Middlesex County 
Association and London Diocesan Guild,' the 
Bishop of Kensington said all of them would 
like to congratulate the Association on that 
notable anniversary. Sixty years was a very 
long time, and they thought of all the service 
to the Church in those 60 years as servants and 
in the continued recruitment of new members.

He noticed on reading their latest report that 
they had recruited 37 new ringing m embers: 
that seemed to him to be a very good access of 
strength. He also noticed the very long service 
of many of their members—Mr. Ernest Glad­
man, of Heston, and Mr. Arthur Harding, of 
St. Mary’s, Ealing.

EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN 
In their first report available, for the year 

1899, there was no mention of ladies. Now 
there were many ladies ringing, and what an 
enormous strength they were to ringing teams! 
Perhaps somebody would tell him when this 
emancipating of women took place, and when 
they were allowed to join their art and craft. 
To him it seemed a very admirable thing. He 
congratulated them and also the whole Associa­
tion on behalf of the Diocese. ‘ We clergy do 
enormously value the ringers and all they do for 
the Church,’ he said. The ringing of bells al­
ways encouraged him when he went to any 
church.

Not everybody enjoyed the pealing of bells. 
Just before their service the telephone bell rang 
in the vestry, and he answered it. A voice said :
‘ Is that St. Botolph's? About those bells ring­
ing: how long is it going on? ’ He told the 
enquirer that the service was about to start. He 
could only recommend to those who had to 
answer the criticism of the ringing of bells the 
advice given by a learned lawyer to a clergyman 
subjected to bitter complaints about his bells. 
His answer was the ringing of bells before ser­
vice was commanded by the Book of Common 
Prayer that was approved by the Act of Uni­
formity. ‘ The only doubt in my mind,’ replied 
the clergyman, ‘ is whether I am ringing them 
long enough to satisfy the statute.’

Mr. F. W. Goodfellow, the hon. secretary, 
who replied, prefaced his remarks by thanking 
the Lord Bishop for his inspiring address and

joining them on the even of Whit Sunday. The 
Bishop had mentioned ladies and ringing—well, 
he married one. The Ladies' Guild was formed 
in 1912. and they had the great pleasure of 
having the president of the Ladies’ Guild (Mrs. 
Locke) with them that evening. [Applause.]

THE FORMATION
He joined the Association in 1921 and had the 

pleasure of ringing with some of the great nota­
bilities who brought distinction and honour to 
the Association and the Exercise. The Associa­
tion was formed on Whit Monday, 1897. by the 
fusion of two Societies—the old South and West 
Middlesex, formed in 1894, which before that 
was the West Middlesex, and the North and 
East Middlesex, established in 1889. So their 
Association went back longer than 60 years. 
Both these Societies had the same objects— 
recognition of ringers as church workers, the 
advancement of the art of change-ringing and 
the proper use of bells and belfries. In the 
South and West, the emphasis was on belfry 
reforming, so one could assume that they were 
a bad lot.

The architect of this plan was Arthur T. King, 
and there was no doubt that it was due to his 
enthusiasm and organising ability that the As­
sociation came into being.

In 1903 the annual meeting was held at Ful­
ham Palace, and the Bishop of London allowed 
them to include the words ‘ London Diocesan 
Guild ’ in their title, and their area the Dio­
cese of London. Their present relations with 
other Societies in London were excellent, and 
they did encourage the holding of meetings with 
other Societies.

They were very grateful to the Church authori­
ties for the encouragement they gave in keeping 
alive the fascinating and scientific art of ringing 
bells in changes. When they considered the 
position in church today of ringers—the happy 
union of art and worship in ringing itself—it 
was hard to realise that for many years ringers 
and ringing were completely secular, and it was 
the formation of Societies like their own that 
started the reforms and led to the position 
today.

MEN WHO MAINTAINED ASSOCIATION 
On an occasion like that it was only fitting 

that they should remember some of the men 
who built and maintained the Association; and 
looking back, it was remarkable how few men 
there were. For instance, there had only been 
seven presidents—five parish priests and two 
diocesan lay readers. They were the Rev. H. G. 
Bird (1897-1913), Mr. A. T. King (1913-22), 
Rev. F. R. Bonsey (1922-24), Mr. F. A. Milne 
(1924-30). Rev. W. P. Cole-Sheanc (1930-48), 
Rev. Percival Gough (1949-55), Rev. A. G. 
Taylor since 1955.

They had been very fortunate in the impor­
tant post of secretary. There had been six. 
Mr. King held office until 1910. Then it was 
decided to have joint secretaries. Mr. C. T. 
Coles held office for the N. and E. from 1910- 
1938, and in the South and West .the secretarfes 
were: H. C. Chandler (1910-18), W. H. Hollier 
(1921-32), F. W. Goodfellow (1932-38) and W.
H. Oram during the war years. Then in 1938 
they had again a general secretary in Mr. C. T. 
Coles, who held that office until 1945. Then 
their old friend Ernest Turner took over until 
this year, and they all deeply deplored his 
death.

All their Masters had been first-class men, 
and one was outstanding in William Pye (1910— 
1935). His ringing feats were well-known and 
he was a pioneer in many directions—he rang 
with his son Ernest the other week, and he was

* a chip off the old block." The other Masters 
were John Basden (1897-1910), A. W. Coles 
(1935-1939), H. Kilby (1939-46), J. Thomas 
(1946-47). C. W. Roberts (1947-50), T. Price 
since 1950.

Some 28 of their members had served on the 
Central Council—the Parliament of Church Bell 
Ringers—and there were five who served for 
over 20 years. There was one who stood head 
and shoulders above the others and served for 
50 years—James Armiger Trollope. His bril­
liant work on the Methods Committee and 
four years as Editor of ‘ The Ringing World ’ 
were marked by selfless devotion to the Exer­
cise. The others were George Fletcher, 27 
years, and secretary to the Council, C. T. Coles 
25 years, A. T. King 21 years and E. C. S. 
Turner 21 years.

There were two foundation members alive— 
Mr. James Parker, then living at Edmonton and 
now resiling with his son-in-law and daughter 
(Mr. and Mrs. G . W. Fletcher), who was 91 
the previous week. His daughter sent his best 
wishes. The other was Mr. Ernest Gladman, 
who had been ringing for over 60 years at 
Heston. Mr. Goodfellow concluded by saying 
that he thought the dinner was a magnificent 
response. Therp were 112 present, representing 
23 towers.

Mr. Ernest Gladman received a great recep­
tion when he rose to acknowledge the call of 
the company.

THE VISITORS
Mr. W. H. Coles proposed the toast of ‘ The 

Guests and Kindred Societies.’ He had a special 
word of welcome to the clergy present, to Mrs. 
Hughes, Dr. Neil Smith and his singers. He 
regretted the absence of Mr. T. Taffender, due 
to the illness of his wife, but was pleased to 
have with them the Master of the Ancient 
Society of College Youths (Mr. Stan Mason) 
and Mr. F. J. Cullum, Master of the Society 
of Royal Cumberland Youths. They had also 
with them Mrs. Lock, president of the Ladies’ 
Guild, and representatives of the Kent Associa­
tion, the Suffolk Guild and the Guild of Devon­
shire Ringers (Mr. A. Bennett).

Mr. F. J. Cullum replied on behalf of the 
Kindred Societies and also Mr. T. W. White, 
editor of ‘ The Ringing World.’ The latter 
said Mr. J. Frank Smallwood, because of the 
profit of £857 on ‘ The Ringing World,’ was 
going to Chelmsford as merry as Old King 
Cole. They all knew how the rhyme went: — 

Old King Cole was a merry old soul 
And a merry old soul was he.

When faced with the facts 
Of his income tax.

He called for his fiddlers three.
The fiddlers were the other three members of 

the committee. Any profit accruing would be 
devoted to a better ‘ Ringing World.’ There 
would be more 20-page issues and more 
illustrations.

At the conclusion of an enjoyable evening 
Mr. A. A. Hughes proposed a comprehensive 
vote of thanks to the Bishop of Kensington, 
for his address at the service and for presiding 
at the dinner; Rev. R. Deasy, Vicar of Harrow 
Weald, for conducting the service: the Rector 
of Bishopsgate (Rev. H. H. Treacher), for allow­
ing the function to be held at St. Botolph’s; 
the president, for the use of St. Giles’ bells; 
and the Rector of St. Olave’s. Hart Street, also 
for the use of bells; Dr. D. J. Neal Smith, for 
his help with the service, and to the cho ir; 
Dr. Douglas Hughes, for demonstrating the 
Carter tinging m achine; the artistes—Mrs. A.
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THE GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERSA. Hughes and her accompanist. Mrs. T. J. 
Lock; Mr. D. J . Neal and his singers, and 
finally the dinner committee—Messrs. E. H. 
Kilby, C. F. Neal, T. J. Lock, E. C. S. Turner 
(and after the last named’s death Mr. W. N. 
Genna) and F. W. Goodfellow (secretary). 
There were also the voluntary helpers—Miss 
Dorey, Miss Newconibe, Messrs. C. Slade and
D. Smith.

THE COMPANY 
Others present were, in addition to the top 

table: Rev. and Mrs. H. D. Beck, Rev. R. 
Deasy, Rev. and Mrs. F. C. Tyler, Rev. C. E. 
Welch. Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Bowler. Mr. and 
Mrs. H. D. Butler, Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Burkin- 
shaw, Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Blagrove, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. W. Coles, Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Clark, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Cutler, Mr. and Mrs. S. E. 
Darmon, Mr. and Mrs. G . R. Goodship. Mr. 
and Mrs. G . R. Goatham, Mr. and Mrs. F. W. 
Goodfellow, Mr. and Mrs. S. Honor, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. W. Impey, Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Kilby, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Leversuch, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Newman, Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Neal, Mr. 
and Mrs. R. Sanders, Mr. and Mrs. R. F. B. 
Speed, Mr. and Mrs. E. Southgate.

The Misses Brown, J. Barbrook. F. Clayton,
D. Colgate, S. H. Doray, R. M. Foreman, H. 
Iddles. J. Neal-Smith. M. Prockson. E. M. 
Ricketts, J. Rowe, M. Skinner, C. Townley, 
Westcott, Wilcockson (2) and Mrs. Prockson.

Messrs. A. Bennett, Bloomer, A. Burkinshaw, 
J. Chilcott, Canham, G . Ellis, H. J. Eldred. D. 
Fowler, Foster and F. A. Finch, L. Grice, J. 
Grice, A. Herbert, Lewis, C. E. Lankester, J. R. 
Mayne, J. Maltby. D. J. Neal-Smith. D. Pickett, 
W. Prockson, G . Pratchett, F. C. Price. B. Rose, 
J. Sansom, C. E. Slade, G . Spencer, D. Smith 
and S. Warwick.

rF H E  annual meeting of the Guild was held on 
Whit Monday at Teignmouth, the South 

Devon resort, for the first time in the Guild's 
83 years of existence. About 80 ringers attended 
from all parts of Devon, and ringing at the two 
towers before mid-day was followed by a service 
at St. Michael’s, conducted by the Vicar (Rev.
D. E. Hood). The lesson was read by the 
president (Rev. Preb. E. V. Cox) and the ser­
mon was preached by the Rev. G. H. B. An­
drews. The Rev. N. F. D. Coleridge, another 
members, was the organist. The preacher's 
subject was the purpose of bells, and he traced 
the change from the secular outlook of the 
17th and 18th centuries to the proper purpose 
of today of ringing for the worship of God. 
Worship was inevitable to the early disciples, 
but how can we recapture their thrill, except by 
joining in the fellowship of the Christian family 
with the Church as our spiritual home?

The service and the subsequent luncheon were 
honoured by the presence of the chairman of 
the Teignmouth U.D.C. and Mrs. Rowe, and at 
the meeting which followed the annual report 
was presented. It contained appreciative refer­
ence to the work done by the late secretary, 
Mr. E. J. Taylor, who died in October as a 
result of an accident early in the year. Refer­
ence was made to the first peal of Surprise 
Major rung by a band resident in Devon.

Membership had increased by 25 to 582, and 
the acco ints were shown to be in a satisfactory 
condition, though the treasurer drew attention 
to the laxity in payment of subscriptions. The 
rules were amended, making March 31st the

date by which the treasurer should receive the 
proportion payable by the Branches.

Holsworthy was chosen for next year’s annual 
meeting, and some discussion took place as to 
whether it should include a lunch or a tea and 
wTiether it should be on Whit Monday or on a 
Saturday. This subject was left for discussion 
by the Branches so that the committee would 
be in a position to make a decision when it 
meets early next year.

The following officers were-elected : President, 
Rev. Preb. E. V. Cox; general secretary, E, M. 
A tkins; general treasurer, W. Simmonds; peal 
secretary, N. M allett; librarian, Rev. J. G . M. 
Scott.

The bells at St. Michael’s are probably the 
nearest ringing ring to the open sea, and they 
were heard to advantage by the crowds which 
thronged the promenade and beach in the 
glorious weather which persisted all day. Ring­
ing continued till 6 p.m.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION
It is six years since the Liverpool Branch have 

visited St. Luke’s, Farnworth (Widnes), as for 
a time the bells have been unringable. They 
have now been recast and the tower restored. 
On Whit Saturday, members enjoyed ringing on 
the bells, and the warmth of the welcome ex­
tended by the Vicar, organist and local ringers 
could not have been surpassed. In his address 
the Vicar said five of the bells were originally 
cast in 1718 by R. Sanders and a treble added 
in 1789.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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American servicemen at 
Lakenheath, Suffolk, have 
promised to give a new £250 
bell to the village church of Eriswell, which has 
associations with North America going back to 
the 1700’s. This will make another 4-bell tower 
in Suffolk. American personnel contributing £1 
will be able to sign an official scroll which will 
be retained as an historical record.

We are delighted to report that Mr. G. H. 
Myers, of Plymouth, who will shortly be cele­
brating his 86th birthday, is making excellent 
progress after his emergency operation- for 
appendicitis.

After 29 years Mrs. R. Wratten made a wel­
come return to peal ringing at Burmarsh on 
June 15th. Better known to ringers in the ’20’s 
as Miss Rose Thomas, her name appears on 
numerous peal boards in the Ashford district.

After losing three peal attempts during a visit 
to Hampshire during Whit week, six Somerset 
ringers thought of joining ‘ The Rabbits’ Asso­
ciation.' These thoughts were dispelled by a 
peal of Yorkshire Surprise at Lymington (see 
this issue).

The peal rung at G reat Bentley, Essex, was 
arranged as a youngsters’ peal, all the band 
being under 18, but circumstances prevented 
this and Mr. A. E. Leggett and the conductor’s 
parents stood in at the last m om ent; the young­
sters being 15, 18, 16, 15 and 17 years 
respectively.

Difficulties of getting a representative Cum­
brian band to ring a peal at Brampton are 
emphasised by the fact that three members had 
to travel over 100 miles. This was the first 
peal by a resident band since 1954, and the 
ringer of the treble was the first Brampton 
ringer to take part in a peal for the Association.

A most successful weekend 
from a  ringing point of view 
was arranged by Miss Hilda

G . Snowden at Chelmsford during Whitsun. 
The bells in every tower included in the pro­
gramme were kept busy most of the time. Miss 
Snowden arranged for Central Council repre- 
sentafives and friends 14 peal attempts, and of 
these ten were successful. The peals lost were 
two London Surprise and one each of Cam­
bridge Surprise Royal and Lincolnshire Surprise. 
Thank you, Hilda.

For his 80th birthday, M r. Walter J. Newn- 
ham rang his first peal of Major at Cheshunt 
(see page 391)—a fine performance.

Mr. Ray Idle, who is coming home from 
New Zealand to  Northants, met Mr. Victor 
Sheppard a t Cape Town. Unfortunately there 
was no time to assemble the band for a  ring.

Bells will be heard prior to  the evening ser­
vice on July 7th from St. Peter Mancroft 
Church, Norwich, to be conducted by the Rec­
tor, the Rev. John Waddington, assisted by the 
Rev. Christopher Tubbs.

It has just been disclosed that while waiting 
for the happy event, Mr. Robin G . Turner 
called a peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor ‘ in 
hand ’ on the morning of his wedding day 
(May 4th).

The peal of London S. Major rung at Willes- 
den on Thursday, May 23rd, 1957, and reported 
in ‘ The Ringing World ’ issue dated June 7th, 
should be credited to the Middlesex County 
Association and London Diocesan Guild.

The bells of Liverpool Cathedral will be 
broadcast individually on Saturday next between
5 and 6 p.m. Mr. E. L. Humphriss will ring 
each bell individually hand and back. The 
Bourdon will be rung first, followed by 11, 10, 
etc., and 12th last.

BELFRY GOSSIP

THE WHITECHAPEL BELL FOUNDRY

ESTABLISHED

MEARS & STAINBANK  
B ISH O P SG A T E  2599 -

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD 
LONDON, E . 1.
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CENTRAL COUNCIL — Continued from Page 400

BROADCASTING -  DEBATE AND GUIDANCE TO 
RINGERS

BROADCASTING AND TELEVISION 
COMMITTEE

Firstly, we would clear up a point regarding 
the broadcasting of bells in the Republic of 
Ireland, whose territory covers the eastern and 
southern Districts of the Irish Association. 
During the year, the General Secretary of the 
Irish Association made the point in ‘ The Ring­
ing World ’ that no mention1 was made in our 
report of the broadcasting of bells in Southern 
Ireland. In consequence of this, contact was 
made with Radio Eireann, and we were assured 
that church bells were rarely broadcast, but that 
in future information of any bell broadcasts 
would be passed to us. We regret to say this 
has not happened. There have, we understand, 
been numerous occasions during the past year 
when bells have been 'o n  the air in Southern 
Ireland, and Radio Eireann has, to quote the 
annual report of the Irish Association, con­
tinued to show its interest in bells and bell- 
ringing. In  Northern Ireland there is a very 
good arrangement between the B.B.C. and the 
Irish Association by which the Northern Dis­
trict Secretary is always consulted by the B.B.C. 
when any bell broadcast is being contemplated.

In England, the B.B.C. have broadcast a con­
siderable number of rings of church bells prior 
to Divine Service. The standard of ringing has 
varied from quite good to very poor. The 
broadcasts which seem to have caused most 
comme.it were the Christmas ones. That from 
Banstead was very well received, but the Christ­
mas round-up of bells suffered much unfavour­
able comment. Judged from the angle of fault­
less ringing, we are bound to agree that the 
general standard was no t good, but contrari­
wise, judged from the angle of what was heard 
generally throughout the country, and contri­
buted by the mass of regular service ringers, 
it was probably fairly average. There have been 
more letters on this subject in ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ recently than on any other subject, and 
if it does no  more, it does at least emphasise 
our point in previous reports that ringers should 
be most careful when asked to ring for broad­
casting not to attempt anything they cannot do 
well. To quote our first report: ‘ The most im­
portant point concerning all broadcasting in 
which ringers take part is that the highest pos­
sible standard of performance should be aimed 
at. The ringing of good rounds is much to be 
preferred to poor change-ringing.’ As far as 
the B.B.C. are concerned, we are informed that 
so often the selection of towers is decided, on 
the basis of where engineers can combine these 
with other duties.

Apart from ringing in connection with ser­
vices and the like, there are occasions when 
bells form a background to plays and other 
productions of the B.B.C. Generally speaking 
they are fairly accurate technically from our 
point of view. There are times, however, when 
this is not so. Two such were the productions 
‘ The Lark ’ and ‘ The Nom de Plume,’ featur­
ing M. Voltaire. In both these, English bells 
were heard in French scenes. We took the 
opportunity of bringing these mistakes to the 
notice of the producer of the programmes. The 
errors were admitted and the reason given for 
them was that although the Effects Library had 
several recordings of French bells, the need for 
them arose in such a way that they could not 
be obtained in time on either occasion. We 
took the opportunity of bringing our Committee 
and its purpose to the notice of the depart­
ments concerned, and were duly thanked for our 
interest and offer to be of assistance in the 
future.

Several very interesting items were televised 
with reference to bells rather than ringing; 
these included the excellent item from the 
Loughborough Bell Foundry, and the casting of 
Bow Bells at the Whitechapel Foundry in the 
presence of the Lord Mayor, the Rector, church­
wardens and the Masters of some of the Livery 
Companies. Each bell was named, the second 
being named Fabian by the Master of the 
College Youths.

Finally, it) has been suggested that we might 
press for a  television interlude dealing with ring­
ing, the suggestion being that photographs of 
some famous church with its bells as the back­
ground music might be suitable for Sunday 
evenings. We have put forward to the B.B.C. 
a previous suggestion regarding the Interlude, 
without success, but we may in time be able to 
achieve something on these lines.

H. J. SANGER, Convener,
J. T. DUNWOODY,
G . E. FEARN,
A. A. HUGHES,
A. G  G . THURLOW.

Mr. H. J. Sanger moved the adoption of the 
report and Mr. J. T. Dunwoody seconded.

THE DEBATE
Mr. C. W. Roberts congratulated the com­

mittee on an excellent report. The Christmas 
Day broadcast, he said, was not representative 
of the change-ringing of the country. Twelve- 
bell ringers were represented by a very poor 
band. He would like to thank the Editor for 
the firm way he wrote when he said that ringers 
on the air were just as liable to criticism as 
other performers. Criticism did tend to  raise 
the standard, and that was what they wanted 
to do in the matter of broadcasts. He thought 
there should be a selection between the B.B.C. 
and the ringers to see that only the best was 
put on the air.

Mr. Cecil E. Pipe supported Mr. Roberts’ 
point of view.

Mr. Harold Pitstow felt the committee should 
take up the criticism with the B.B.C. They 
gave the bells very little time, and while ringing 
took place made announcements. Their ringing 
should be given just as much fair treatment as 
the organ.

Mr. G . W. Jeffs said he was going to make 
the same point.

Mr. C. W. Roberts said in the early days of 
broadcasts on 2LO the bells were put on for 
ten minutes and the announcing was done by 
a ringer. He wondered if it would be possible 
to negotiate with the B.B.C. for the announce­
ments to be made by a ringer.

Mr. F. J. Smallwood: Anybody who thinks 
he can influence the B.B.C. is a bit of an opti­
mist. After the Christmas broadcast I con­
ferred with Mr. Sanger and asked if his com­
mittee, which is supposed to have a liaison 
between the Council and the B.B.C., had been 
approached, and his reply was that they had 
not. I did not suppose the B.B.C. would be 
inclined to. I suggest the Council should send 
a  strong condemnation to the B.B.C.

Mr. A. D. Barker: As a very near neighbour 
of Mr. John Snagge, I will see that whatever is 
decided is conveyed to him.

The Rev. R. S. St. J. Smith said he had 
heard it suggested that when ringing was broad­
cast a select band should ring and the local 
ringers ousted. In his opinion the ringing 
should be typical of the church it camei from, 
and he would say that any pressure from the 
Council otherwise would be over his dead body.

The Rev. K. W. H. Felstead: I do not think 
anyone has suggested ousting the local band

but what I think is contemplated is to choose 
a tower where the ringing is what most people 
would call respectable.

The Rev. R. S. St.,John Smith: I have heard 
it suggested by a member of the Council.

A member commented that the B.B.C. selec­
ted towers where the parson could preach a 
good sermon.

Mr. T. J. Dunwoody said that as regards 
Northern Ireland the B.B.C. did consult them. 
Since 1946 Northern Ireland had established a 
liaison with the B.B.C. The decision as to 
whether certain bells were to be broadcast often 
rested with the incumbent and not the B.B.C.

Mr. R. G . Blackman thought that the real 
solution was to provide good ringing in all 
parish churches on a Sunday.

Replying to criticism, Mr. Sanger said where 
ringers rang Sunday by Sunday they expected to 
be in the band to broadcast from their tower. 
H e thought that the answer was that ringers 
should look to it themselves and see that they 
improved the standard of ringing generally.

The report was adopted. The committee was 
re-elected with Mr. H. J . Sanger as convener.

PEALS ANALYSIS COM MITTEE
The Committee are pleased to report an in­

crease of peals rung both on tower- and hand­
bells during the year 1956. There was a grand 
total of 2,366, with 2.192 on tower bells and 
175 on handbells—an increase of 65 on tower 
bells and 64 on handbells.

The analysis shows as follows: —
Tower Bells Handbells Totals

Maximus . .  1 8 + 1 ,— —. 18
Cinques . .  37 — 3 +  ‘3 40
Royal . .  116+35 8 + 2 124
Caters . .  7 0 + 1 5 9 + 6 79
Major . .  857 +30 59 +27 916
Triples . .  2 1 7 - 9 9 - 9 226
Minor . .  640 -2 2 69 +40 709
Doubles . .  236 +16 1 8 - 5 254

2,191 175 2,366
The Leicester Guild has maintained itj posi­

tion as the leading peal producer, with the 
Oxford Guild moving up to second place, dis­
placing the Lincoln Guild, which has fallen, to 
eighth place. Third place has been taken jointly 
by the Kent C.A. and the Norwich D.A.

The first six places are as- follows: Leicester 
Guild 172, Oxford D. 121, Kent County 117. 
Norwich 117, Yorkshire 114, Winchester and 
Portsmouth 113. (The Winchester and Ports­
mouth has moved up the list mainly by the 
efforts of the Minor handbell band.)

No peals were recorded by the Cleveland and 
N orth Yorkshire Association, the National 
Police Guild, the Scottish Association. Sheffield 
and District and the Swansea and Brecon.

There were two outstanding performances on 
tower bells—a peal of Yorkshire Surprise Major 
by the Leicester Guild, in which one ringer 
rang an inside pair of bells and conducted the 
peal; and a peal in 64 Minor methods by the 
Yorkshire Association. The same Association 
(Yorks) also rang a peal in 55 Minor methods 
on handbells.

It is very pleasing to note the increase in the 
number of peals rung on handbells, though 
more lasting results might be obtained if the 
‘ centres of industry ’ could be more widespread.

W. AYRE (Convener),
K. W. H. FELSTEAD.
H. MILES.

Mr. Walter Ayre moved and Mr. H. Miles 
seconded the adoption of the report, which was 
agreed to. The committee was re-elected.
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PUBLIC INTEREST IN RINGING
THE LITERATURE COMMITTEE

A survey of the news cuttings that have come 
to us during 1956 indicates no lessening of the 
public interest in bells and no reluctance on the 
part of the Press to print articles and notes on 
ringing.

Among the smaller feature articles we have 
been given some interesting photographs of 
ringers’ gatherings. The Guildford Diocesan 
Guild, the Yorkshire Association and the Kent 
County' Association were among the Societies 
whose annual dinners were recorded in local 
papers, and ‘ The Herts Advertiser ’ photo­
graphed the handbell ringers at the Hertford­
shire Association summer festival. The bells of 
St. Andrew’s-the-Great. Cambridge, and the 
heavy ring at Brailes, Warwickshire, were both 
shown on the ground, while ' The Western 
Gazette ’ depicted the unique ‘ maiden ’ bell at 
Broadwindsor. The ‘Aldershot News ’ provided 
a charming little picture of Mr. Denyer’s girl 
ringers at St. Michael’s, Aldershot, and ‘ The 
Railwaymen's Guild ’ pictured so sturdily in 
the ‘ Crewe Chronicle ’ would seem to be laying 
and ballasting their track very successfully in 
preparation for their first excursion into the 
world of ringing. We wish them a full train 
and a clear road.

One striking feature of the year’s publicity 
has been the Royal Academy picture, ‘ The Bell- 
ringers,’ by Mr. J. A. Cleeland, who based his 
work on the ringing at Liverpool Cathedral, 
and spent many hours making preliminary 
studies in the tower.

Among other feature articles, Mr. Peter 
Bond’s touring band attracted the attention of 
the ‘ Evening Telegraph,’ which commented on 
ringing at L o u th ; and in July, Christina Allen 
in ‘ The Sunday Mercury ’ discoursed at length 
on the Birmingham St. Martin’s Guild and its 
ringers ancient and modern.

The full-scale articles cover much of the usual 
ground, but a good variety has appeared in both 
the English and the Irish Press. From America. 
Mr. E. A. Barnett has received an account of 
the change-ringing machine under construction 
by Dr. Walker, some notice of which has ap­
peared in the Los Angeles papers. Chester D. 
Clark’s article in * The Rotarian ’ gave the his­
tory of the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, and 
provided much interesting and little-known in­
formation concerning this historic relic. ‘ The 
Ringing Isle,’ by E. R. Yarham. in ‘ The Chris­
tian Herald,’ contains references to Bow Bells 
and to bell inscriptions, but the article lacks 
distinction. The same may perhaps be said of 
Trevor Holloway’s essay ‘ Bells ’ in the August 
number of ‘ The Musical Times.' This gives 
a fair statement of the origin of bells and of 
bell-founding, but the paragraphs on change- 
ringing seem to lack authority and contain 
some errors and loose statements. Similar 
faults may be found in Tom Ingram’s ‘ The 
Praise of Bells ' in ‘ The Radio Times ’ of 
December 21st. a topical article accompanied 
by an unfortunate photograph which gave a 
somewhat grotesque representation of ringing 
posture. In contrast, ‘ The Bexhill Observer ’ 
for December 22nd portrayed the ringers at St. 
Peter’s in more conventional attitude, and the 
text of the article was thoughtfully expressed.

Some well-written and painstaking essays

come from the Irish Press. An account of 
Dublin bells by Leo Francis was enfolded in 
the title ‘ Christmas Bells ’ in a December num­
ber of the ‘ Dublin Evening Press,’ and in 
‘ Ireland’s Saturday Night ’ a reporter described 
a visit to Shankill Parish Church, Lurgan, at 
the close of the year. The ‘ Belfast Telegraph ’ 
published a short thesis by P. G. Dymond, 
‘ The Oldest Bell Foundry in the World,’ in 
which the author listed some of the Whitechapel 
bells found in Ireland; and Andrew Phelan’s 
‘ The Appeal of the Bells ’ in the ‘ Irish Inde­
pendent ’ gave a wide survey of bells in Ireland, 
with some rather meagre references to change- 
ringing. The outstanding contribution from the 
Irish Press (and possibly from all sources) was 
‘ The Art of Carillon Playing,’ by Staf Gebruers, 

'6nd published in the ‘ Cork Examiner.’ It pro­
vides an excellent and informative essay on how 
a carillon is constructed and played.

Perhaps the most important bell-ringing pub­
licity of the year was that accorded to synthetic 
bells and recordings, and in view of the growing 
danger of such devices it is comforting to have 
found portions of the responsible press ready 
to emphasise the undesirability of sham forms 
of worship. At Chesterton, in Staffordshire, 
and at Whitehaven, in Cumberland, faculties 
were granted for the installation of apparatus to 
simulate the sound of bells being rung, but in 
each case the Chancellor said that he agreed 
only with the utmost reluctance. In the Ches­
terton case, both ‘ The Daily Mail ’ and ‘ The 
Birmingham Post ’ gave full publicity to the 
expressed views of the Advisory Committee that 
such ringing was a sham, and in Cumberland 
the Chancellor expressed his firm conviction that 
only the personal contribution of the ringers 
constituted a true act of worship.

The matter was taken further at the annual 
dinner of the Yorkshire Association, where the 
Archbishop of York, in a stirring speech, called 
imitation ringing ‘ one of the most bogus frauds 
of Christendom.’ Dr. Ramsay’s remarks were 
widely reported, and ‘ The Bradford Telegraph,’ 
in an article that would seem to us to summar­
ise public opinion on the matter, said of bell 
ringing: ‘ It is in itself an act of worship—the 
raising of a hymn of praise. . . . The bells must 
ring out again, but their song must come from 
the hands and hearts of men, not from the 
mechanical lungs of an ecclesiastical juke box.’

We feel that the above comments are of too 
much importance to be omitted from this 
Report.

Works on bells and ringing publishe4 during 
the year have been few in number. The sub­
sidiary ringing periodicals, ‘ The Irish Bell 
News,’ * The Ringing Towers,’ from Australia, 
and ' The Belfry,' the quarterly of the Maidstone 
District, all continue to provide admirably for 
intimate local needs. From America each issue 
of ‘ Overtones ’ brings to us evidence of the 
extraordinary growth of handbell ringing in the 
United States and of the manifold transactions 
of the American Guild o f Bell Ringers.

Of books and booklets there are but three. 
‘ Resurgam,’ edited by Mr. Kenneth S. B. Croft, 
M.A., gives the story of St. Mary’s Church, 
Southampton. ‘ Beginners’ Plain B o b ’ is 
another of Mr. A. Waddington’s beautifully 
artistic productions, providing an approach to
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the method as helpful and attractive as the 
author’s ‘ Beginner’s Grandsire.’

Mr. Ronald Dove has given us a second and 
excellent edition of ‘ Church Bells of Britain,’ 
and one can only join with the writer of the 
foreword to this remarkable work and ‘ marvel 
at the amount of time that must have been in­
volved in compiling all these methodical classi­
fications.’ We feel that the Exercise is greatly 
indebted to Mr. Dove for a book that should 
find its place on every ringer’s shelves.

EDGAR C. SHEPHERD, 
FRED. E. DUKES.

The report was adopted, on the proposition 
of Mr. Edgar Shepherd, seconded by Mr. F. E. 
Dukes. The committee was re-elected, with Mr. 
Edgar Shepherd as convener.

PEAL BOARDS COMMITTEE
The records of ancient Peal Boards, bound in 

two volumes on the loose-leaf system, were pre­
sented at the meeting of the Council held in 
Leicester last year, and formally handed to the 
Librarian. They may now be borrowed in the 
usual way.

The Committee would like to emphasise, how­
ever, that although these records are now 
housed in the Council’s library, they are not 
considered as being complete. On the contrary, 
there must be many more ancient boards await­
ing discovery, and it is only by the co-operation 
of the Exercise in general that the record can 
be completed. Details of any Boards prior to 
1825, together with the approximate size and 
condition, will be welcomed. We should like to 
make a special appeal to the ‘ tower-gr'abbers ’ to 
be on the look-out for these interesting records.

J. W. CLARKE.
M r. Walter Ayre moved the adoption of the 

report, and said the volume containing the 
records was open to inspection. Mr. F. I. 
Hairs seconded. The committee was re-elected 
with Mr. J. W. Clarke as convener.

METHODS COMMITTEE
Satisfactory progress has been made on pro­

ducing completely new books on Minor methods 
and Triples methods, but it has not been pos­
sible to complete the work in its entirety. With 
regard to Triples methods, unless the Council 
instructs us to the contrary, we are proposing 
to include Single Hunt Pure Triples methods 
and Two Hunt symmetrical methods. All of 
the former and the majority of the latter do not 
conform rigidly to the Council’s decisions, but 
we suggest that they be included because of the 
limited number of methods available as com­
pared with Major methods.

K. W. H. FELSTEAD,
F. NOLAN GOLDEN, 
CHARLES H. KIPPIN,
C. KENNETH LEWIS.

The Rev. K. W. H. Felstead. who moved the 
adoption of the report, said his committee had 
not gone as far as they hoped. There were 17 
Single Hunt Pure Triples methods and 13 two- 
hunt Symmetrical methods that they proposed 
to include.

Mr. C. K. Lewis seconded.
The report was adopted and the committee 

re-elected, with the Rev. K. W. H. Felstead as 
convener.

‘ POULARD’ (Regd)

BELL ROPES
& C H U R C H  F L A G S

---- -

NEARLY 2i CENTURIES OF EXPERIENCE TO GIVE YOU THE
F IN E S T  P O S S IB L E  Q U A L IT Y

JOSEPH BRYANT LTD.
Phone 2-4026 BRISTOL 2 Established 17 IS
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BUSY YEAR FOR BELL RESTORATIONS NEW MKIH0I,S OF 1956
TOWERS AND BELFRIES COMMITTEE
During the year the work, of the Committee 

increased considerably. Fifty-five enquiries 
were received; eleven of these were dealt with 
by correspondence, the remainder by personal 
inspections and reports. The work of each 
member is appended.

Mr. J. W. Clarke has dealt with three en- 
quiriesfin Cheshire. In one he was successful 
in opposing the sale of five bells, and these are 
now stored in the church for future use. His 
other two enquiries related to repairs, Kt'.d he 
reports that his advice has been carried out 
satisfactorily.

Mr. F. E. Collins has been consulted regard­
ing restoration work in seven towers in the 
counties of Cornwall, Essex, Hampshire, Surrey, 
Sussex and Warwick. He reports that the en­
quiries included repairs, augmentations, struc­
tural safety and sound modification, and that in 
each instance his advice has been well received 
and followed up.

Mr. J. Freeman has been asked for advice in 
one tower in Lincolnshire, and he reports that 
his recommendations have been carried out 
satisfactorily.

Mr. E. H. Lewis has given advice on the 
structural safety of one tower in Warwickshire 
and on the restoration of its bells. The work 
has not yet been taken in hand.

Mr. W. Osborn has been consulted in 18 in­
stances in Somerset and Wiltshire. With 
the exception noted below his advice has been 
followed and work is in hand, or completed. 
In six towers he advised on rehanging; in nine 
towers on repairs: he dealt successfully with 
problems of sound control in two towers; in 
two towers he advised on recasting and in 
another on augmentation. The above-mentioned 
exception was a proposal to sell five bells and 
install Constant Martin equipm eit, which he 
strongly opposed; the result is not yet known.

Mr. F. Sharpe dealt with 25 enquiries in 
Berks, Bucks, Derbyshire. Hants, Herts, Kent, 
Norfolk, Oxon, Rutland, Suffolk and Warwick ; 
two were acute problems of tower oscillation; 
one has been satisfactorily overcome, the other 
is not yet in h an d ; two involved problems of 
sound contro l: he advised on recasting in five 
towers and on augmentation in another. In 
13 towers he advised on rehanging, and the 
remainder of his enquiries related to repairs. 
He gave two series of lectures on bell towers 
and bell-hanging at the York Institute of Archi­
tectural Study, and many others to diocesan 
authorities.

During the year the Committee lost through 
death its oldest member, Mr. E. A. Young. In 
the past he had been a most active member of 
the Committee, and he was formerly in great 
demand when advice on the architectural prob­
lems connected with bell-hanging ‘was needed, 

v FREDERICK SHARPE, F.S.A.. A.I.O.B.
(Convener),

J. W. CLARKE,
F. E. COLLINS. M.J.Inst.E.,
J. FREEMAN,
E. H. LEWIS, M.A.,
W. OSBORN>

Moving the adoption of the report, the presi­
dent said Mr. Osborn had been very busy in the 
West Country and had opposed a suggestion to 
sell five Bilbie bells, where they wanted to install 
one of those wretched recording things. He 
asked that the Rev. J. G. M. Scott be added to 
the committee.

Mr. E. H. Lewis, in seconding, asked how 
the committee was getting on with the Central 
Council for the Preservation of Churches, now 
Dr. Eeles was dead. ,

The president replied that since the death of 
Dr. Eeles they had been left very high and dry. 
and he thought it was a bad thing. It would

be far better to work in conjunction with that 
body as they had certain decided views on bell 
hanging, and sometimes they were not those of 
the Council. He suggested a joint meeting 
between the two bodies.
. The Rev. K. W. H. Felstead said he believed 

a member of the Council sat on the Board of 
the Central Council. Could he not exert his 
influence?

The Rev. A. G. G. Thurlow: I am having 
the president of the Central Council to preach, 
and we shall have lunch together. He promised 
to do what he could.

Mr. W. Osborn said he was pleased to tell 
the Council that they were successful in stopping 
the destruction of, these five old Bilbie bells. 
He had been there twice and met members of 
the Church Council. One lady said she had 
heard chimes on the Continent, in Belgium, and 
how much she liked them. "He went to a lot of 
trouble to explain the difference and that there 
would be disappointment if these bells went. 
The Advisory Committee of the Bath and Wejls 
Diocese, of which he was a member, refused 
the sale of the six Bilbie bells and ordered that 
the bells should be chimed until there was 
sufficient money fpr them to be .rehung.

The Rev. A. H. Roberts asked how far the 
members who made the inspections were in 
touch with the Advisory Committees. He hoped 
those who made inspections would get in touch 
with Advisory Committees, as it sometimes hap­
pened that the advice of the Towers and Belfries 
Committee was directly opposite to that given 
by the Advisory Committee.

As to Cornwall, he thought that their restora­
tions were carried out properly. Only three 
weeks ago he had £500 given to him to complete 
his tower at Carbis Bay. He hoped that they 
would be able to build a tower which would be 
quite ideal.

The president said most of the reports on 
towers go to the Diocesan Advisory Committee. 
He thanked the members of the committee for 
their good work. The committee was re-elected.

PEALS COLLECTION COMMITTEE 
. Progress has been made with the collection of 
peals of Stedman Caters and Cinques. In re­
sponse to the request for compositions a few 
have come in, including a very valuable contri­
bution of peals by the late F. G. May. The 
senders are thanked. Still more compositions 
are needed, however, to make the collection 
truly representative. So far no peals by the 
following composers have been received: —

F. H. Dexter. A. Knights, N. J. Pitstow, 
F. Pitstow, G . Lindoff, J. D. Mattthews.

The Committee would be grateful if anyone 
having compositions by any of the above would 
send them, to enable the work to be completed.

C. W . WOOLLEY (Convener),
A. J. PITMAN,
C. W. ROBERTS,
W. E. CRITCHLEY.

The president said Mr. Woolley was not now 
a member of the Committee.

Mr. C. W. Roberts, presenting the report, 
said he wanted to make the collection as repre­
sentative as possible and to include peals of 
each type. He hoped by the next Council to 
have the draft prepared, and then the collection 
could be considered for printing.

Mr. W. L. Critchley seconded and the report 
was adopted.

The secretary said the Standing Committee 
recommended the adoption of the report and 
the re-election of the committee, with the ex­
ception of Mr. C. W. Woolley.

Mr. G. E. Feirn was elected to the committee 
in his place and Mr. W. E. Critchley appointed 
as convener.

RECORDS COMMITTEE 
The Committee beg to report the following 

new methods rung during the year ended 
December 31st, 1956: —
Jan. 7. 5152 Frolesworth S. Maj. Leicester 

Diocesan Guild.
,, 14. 5040 Dacorum Imperial Bob Major.

Hertford County Association.
„ 18. 5184 Gressenhall Delight Major.

Norwich Diocesan Association.
„ 21. 5120 Hampton Imperial Bob Major.

Chester Diocesan Guild.
„ 21. 5024 Heythrop S. Maj. Oxford D. 

Guild.
„ 25. 5024 Glenparva S. Maj. Leicester 

Diocesan Guild.
*Feb. 5. 5056 Bishopsdale College Bob Maj. 

Oxford Diocesan Guild.
,, 9. 5184 Hendon S. Maj. Middlesex 

County Association.
Mar. 7. 5056 Hungarton S, Maj. Leicester 

Diocesan Guild.
* „ 10. 5056 Overton S. Maj. Winchester

and Portsmouth D. Guild.
„ 28. 5088 Ingar/.by S. Maj. Leicester D. 

Guild.
*Apr. 14. 5040 Cobham S. Royal. Guildford 

Diocesan Guild.
* „ 19. 5088 Jedburgh S. Maj. Middlesex

County Association.
„ 21. 5088 Dunmow S. Maj. Essex Assn.

* „ 21. 5152 Sibsey S. Maj. Lincoln D. G.
* „ 26. 5152 Northill S. Maj. Bedfordshire

Association.
* „ 28. 5088 Northamptonshire S. Major.

Peterborough Diocesan Guild. 
*May 19. 5056 Billingborough S. Maj. Lincoln 

Diocesan Guild.
,, 19. 5120 Wem Imp. Bob Maj. Shrop­

shire Association.
„ 24. 5024 Norton S. Major. Middlesex 

County Association. ,
„ 30. 5152 John o’ Gaunt S. Maj. Leicester 

Diocesan Guild.
June 7. 5056 Finchley S. Maj. Middlesex 

County Association.
,, 27. 5152 Knossington S. Maj. Leicester 

Diocesan Guild.
July 7. 5019 Little Grandsire Caters. Hert­

ford County Association.
,, 12. 5088 Ripon S. Major. Middlesex 

County Association.
,, 21. 5072 Gadebridgc Imp. Bob Major. 

Hertford County Association.
Aug. 4. 5088 Chester Imp. Bob Maj. Chester 

Diocesan Guild.
* ,, 6. 5056 Totternhoe S. Maj. Bedford­

shire Association.
* „ 25. 5152 Southport S. Maj. Lancashire

Association.
*Sept. I. 5056 Fordcombe S. Maj. Kent C. A. 

„ 15. 5024 Ripplesmere S. Maj. Oxford 
Diocesan Guild.

Nov. 22. 5088 Teddington S. Maj. Middlesex 
County Association.

Dec. 12. 5040 Mulbarton Bob Triples. Nor­
wich Diocesan Association.

* „ 29. 5040 Gainsborough S. Royal. Arch­
deaconry of Stafford Association.

* No particulars have been sent regarding 
method or composition.

E. K. FLETCHER.
L. K. MARSHALL.

Mrs. Fletcher moved and Mrs. Marshall 
seconded the adoption of the report.

The president emphasised the importance of 
Associations sending in methods or compositions 
rung.

The report was adopted and the committee 
re-elected.
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SEARCHING FOR
BIOGRAPHIES COMMITTEE

An inspection of our record books at the time 
of preparing this Report shows that out of the 
total of the elected members to the Council, 
346 are now known to be deceased. This num­
ber includes the late Mr. N. E. Snow, who was 
the last survivor of those present at the Coun­
cil’s first meeting at Easter, 1891. Of this 
number, many of the biographies are complete 
and are included in the Album which is ex­
hibited today.

Since the meeting at Leicester in 1956, deaths 
of the following past members have become 
know n: —

F. G . May (Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan 
Association). Died July 2nd, 1956. A t­
tended 6 meetings.

E. A. Young (London County Association). 
Died July 23rd, 1956. Attended 31 meet­
ings.

N. E. Snow (North Lincolnshire Association). 
Date of death not yet known. Attended
3 meetings.

Rev. F . LI. Edwards (Salisbury Diocesan 
Guild). Died December 24th, 1956. A t­
tended 24 meetings.

Rev. C. W. H. Griffiths (Bath and Wells Dio­
cesan Association). Died November 6th,
1956. Did not attend a meeting.

F. O. Moule (Norwich Diocesan Association). 
Died July 23rd, 1914. Did not attend a 
meeting.

W. Gordon (Chester Diocesan Guild). Died 
June 21st, 1915. Attended 3 meetings.

J . S. Rumming (Salisbury Dioccsan Guild). 
Died in Australia, 1945. Did not attend a 
meeting.

Rev. N. h. Hope (Gloucester and Bristol Dio­
cesan Association). Died January 26th,
1957. Attended 1 meeting.

C. H. Harding (Bedfordshire Association). 
Died February 23rd, 1957. Attended 7 
meetings.

H. J. Mansfield (Essex Association). Died 
March 4th. 1957. Attended 6 meetings.

E. C. S. Turner (Middlesex Association). 
Died April 2nd, 1957. Attended 16 meet­
ings.

T. G . Bartlett (Devon Guild). Date of death 
not yet known. Did not attend a meeting.

R. Narborough (Peterborough Diocesan 
Guild). Date of death not yet known. 
Attended 8 meetings.

The little band of past members of the Coun­
cil who are over 90 years of age has now been 
joined by the Rev. C. J. Sturton, who was 
recently Wsited by Mr. J. W. Raithby. We 
have also heard from Mr. C. Willshire, who is 
well.

Following the discussion which took place at 
Leicester concerning our ‘ unknown ’ class, the 
Committee made a determined attack on this 
problem. First a list of these persons was com­
piled and then names from this were circulated 
to secretaries of the Associations who elected 
them, or in a few cases to others who might be 
able to help. The results, though not yet by 
any m eais complete, soon convinced us that 
the information we seek can be collected if we 
can contact the right people. However, we are 
still left with a few names of people about 
whom no information can yet be obtained and 
these are listed in the Album as was suggested 
at Leicester.

It is obvious from what has been reported that 
we have had the assistance of many people, both 
of the Council and outside of it. We offer our 
thanks to all of them. T o include them in this 
Report would only result in a long and perhaps 
monotonous list of names, so one or two are 
given to illustrate the whole. Mr. R. H. Dove 
has found an old group photograph which con­
tains a portrait of the late Mr. T. Lockwood, 
a  past member of the Council who died 45 years

OLD MEMBERS
ago. It is to be restored and we are promised 
a copy. Mr. J. W. Raithby has not only given 
us the date of death of the late Rev. C. W. H. 
Griffiths, but also put us in the way for comple­
tion of his record. Mr. S. H. Symonds has 
obtained for us the date of death , of the late
F. O. Moule by applying to Mr. Moule's former 
employers.

We end this Report with a word of welcome 
for new members who join the Council today. 
We hope they will fill in straight away as many 
facts as possible in the Biography Forms given 
to them, thus providing the necessary basis for 
a record which we or our successors will one 
day have to complete. Also, if these sentences 
should reach others who became members after
1935, of whom there are 76 who have not given 
the information we need, may we say ‘ Please 
collect a form and please fill it in.’ We have 
no wish to bequeath to those who follow us the 
difficult problems which we have inherited from 
the past. A. C. HAZELDEN, Convener.

Mr A. C. Hazelden moved the adoption of 
the report and said that since the Handbook 
had been compiled some of the information had 
changed. There was now only one of the 1891 
Council they knew nothing about—Mr. A. E. 
Nunn, of the Kent County Association.

Mr. W. H. Viggers seconded and called at­
tention to the need of another cover to the 
album of the biographies; that would cost £25.

TIME MARCHES O N !
Our next issue is the first of a new 

quarter. Subscriptions due should be re­
newed without delay. Please remit to 
Mr. J. E. J eater, Greystones, Cusgame, 
near Truro, Cornwall. Rates: 3 months 
7/6; 6 months 14/6; 12 months £1/8/-. 
New subscribers welcome.

The Standing Committee recommended the 
adoption of the report, subject to two small 
corrections—the Rev. C. W. H. Griffiths died in
1936, and the Rev. F. LI. Edwards attended 35 
meetings and not 24. The report was adopted 
and the committee re-elected, with Mr. A. C. 
Hazelden as convener.

COMMITTEE FOR THE REVISION OF 
’ HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND 

B EG IN N ER S’
At its meeting at Leicester last year the Coun­

cil agreed that the publication ‘ Hints to In­
structors and Beginners ’ should be revised, and 
appointed us to submit a draft of a new book. 
In the course of the discussion mention was 
made of the possibility of the preparation of a 
film or film strips, and at the two meetings we 
held in London we considered this matter also. 
We had in mind the conflicting opinions ex­
pressed at the Council meeting as to the need 
for a book for instructors and /o r beginners. 
In this connection we would point out that the 
existing book undoubtedly owes a proportion of 
its sales to the fact that it has been advertised 
as ‘ Hints to Beginners,’ whereas its full title is 
‘ Hints to Instructors and Beginners,’ and in­
deed it starts with the statement that it is
* addressed mainly to leaders of bands of 
ringers.’

It has seemed to us advisable to concentrate 
on a simple book for beginners. Whether there 
is a demand for a book for instructors we do 
not know, but it could certainly not be great 
enough to ensure a large sale and therefore a 
moderate price. To attempt to combine the 
two in one publication would increase the cost 
without a commensurate increase in sales, thus 
falling between two stools.

There is ample proof that, if written simply 
enough and if published at a very low price, 
there is a large demand for a book for begin­

ners. If  the price is right then a large propor­
tion of the sales will be block sales of 5 or 10, 
or similar numbers, to tower captains and in­
structors to pass on to their pupils.

We have accordingly prepared a draft of a 
booklet which has three parts to i t : — (a) a 
description of a bell and how to ring i t ; (b) 
elementary change-ringing; and (c) the duties of 
a ringer. The possibility of having a number 
of full-page photographs, as in ‘ Hints, etc.,’ is, 
we feel, ruled out by cost, but we have included 
small sketches to achieve the same end. This 
draft is still subject to revision and we would 
suggest that if, when completed, the draft is 
accepted, the Council should print a sufficient 
number (5,000 would not be too many) to make 
it possible to sell at a price certainly not above 
a shilling, and if practicable as low as sixpence 
a copy.

To avoid complicating what we regard as the 
major issue, we make no proposals about the 
preparation of a book for instructors or film 
strips or a teaching film about change-ringing, 
though one of our number considers that the 
Council's library should possess a good teaching 
film for loan to those interested.

We recommend that a book for beginners on 
the lines of the draft submitted be printed and 
placed on sale at as low a price as possible.

MARIE R. CROSS,
J. T. DYKE,
R. F . B. SPEED,
W. G. WILSON.

Miss M. R. Cross moved and Mr. W. G. 
Wilson seconded the adoption of the report.

The secretary said that the Standing Com­
mittee recommended that the report be accepted 
and that the committee be empowered to include 
such photographs and sketches as may be neces­
sary, and that copies of the draft be made and 
sent to members of the Standing Committee to 
be returned in a specified time. They also re­
commended the re-election of the committee, 
with Miss Cross as convener.

The president: There is a crying and urgent 
need for it.

Mr. N. Chaddock asked if the proof could be 
made available to other members.

The president: I see no objection. Any 
comments would be welcome. The only thing 
is that Miss Cross wants the draft back quickly. 
It was suggested at the Standing Committee that 
the draft should be returned in three weeks.

Mr. F . J, Smallwood and Mr. Leslie Morris 
were both against circulating the draft to all 
members of the Council.

Mr. W. F. Moreton hoped that the committee 
in the future would be able to present some in­
formation as to a film strip on the teaching of 
ringing.

The report as amended by the Standing 
Committee was adopted.

ALTERATION OF RULES
The Council agreed, on the proposition of the 

secretary, seconded by Mr. R. S. Anderson, to 
the following alteration of rules:—

(a) To amend Rule 9 (Election of Officers) by 
inserting the words ‘ Vice-President ’ between 
the words ‘ President ’ and ‘ Hon. Secretary ’ 
where they occur.

(b) To amend Rule 11 (Committees), Clause 
(ii) (a), by adding at the end the words, * and 
the Vice-President for the time being.’

(c) To amend Rule 14 (Procedure at Meet­
ings) by inserting the words ‘ or Vice-President ’ 
after the word ‘ President ’ when it occurs.

STANDING COMMITTEE
As the result of a ballot the following were 

elected to the Standing Committee: Messrs. W. 
B Cartwright, J. Freeman, C. K. Lew is,'F . I. 
Hairs, A. H. Pulling, P. A. Corby, R. A. An­
derson, F. E. Dukes, Rev. A. G . G . Thurlow. 
Messrs. A. Walker, J. T. Dyke and T. J. Locke. 
The unsuccessful candidate was Mr. P. J. 
Johnson.

(To be continued)
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PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD
'C 'LAM ING June was an apt description of the 
J- first day of the month, when the Peter­
borough Diocesan Guild held its annual meet­
ing at Rushden.

Being the first time the meeting had been 
held on a  Saturday, it was approached with 
more than usual interest. It proved to be very 
successful, from the ringing arrangements which 
were carried out by Mr. A. Bigley, the Welling­
borough Branch Secretary, and his committee, 
right on to the local details at Rushden. where 
the service and tea took place. Mr. L. Priestley 
made himself responsible for these, and the 
smoothness which attended each phase of the 
afternoon was particularly evident.

Owing to the proximity of business premises 
to the Church of St. Mary, ringing was allowed 
for only one hour before the service at 3.30 
p.m., which was conducted by the Rector (Rev.
I. E. Douglas-Jones). The resident organist and 
choir were in attendance and lent a striking 
dignity to the Guild office.

The Guild Master (Mr. B. P. Morris) read the 
lesson, and the Rector’s address was based on 
the words 41 am the Lord thy G od.’ He urged 
ringers not to be so engrossed in the art of 
ringing that it became more important than 
what it represented—service to Almighty God.

During the service a course of Grandsire 
Triples was rung on handbells at the entrance to 
the chancel by Messrs. A. Bigley, J. Skerritt,
E. E. Whitmore and P. I. Chapman.

Tea was served in the Institute by St. Mary's 
catering committee, a body of about a dozen 
ladies, whose efficiency was matched by the 
very substantial meal. About 150 almost filled 
the room, among them being visitors from the 
Ely Diocesan Association and the Bedfordshire 
Association. The visitors were eiven the oppor­
tunity to1 ring at St. Mary’s while the business 
was in progress, when the Guild Master 
presided.

A NEW PRESIDENT
The president, the Ven. C. J. Grimes, D.D.. 

Archdeacon of Northampon, who had graced 
i that office since 1943, had tendered his resigna­

tion, and the chairman took this opportunity to 
refer to his interest in the Guild over a long 
period. Two nominations had been sent in— 
the Rev. G. F. Hales, of Green's Norton, and 
the Rev. Canon G. F. Turner, of Rothwell. 
The result of the ballot proclaimed C /non 
Turner elected.

The Master (Mr. R. P. Morris) in his report 
wrote: 41 need hardly remind ringers that Sun­
day service ringing is their first and foremost 
duty, and I do appeal to all ringers to be loyal 
to their respective bands. There have been one 
or two instances that have come to my notice 
of bells having been rehung but are either under­
manned or silent. If this state of affairs [Rr- 
sists, can it be wondered that Parochial Church 
Councils are loath to devote money for bell 
restoration schemes?

The general secretary (Mr. G . W , Jeffs) re­
ported that the number of young members to 
be seen at meetings augured well for the future. 
The influx that year was good and went far 
towards balancing the loss of those who had 
lost interest. Membership was approximately 
80 honorary and 1,060 ringing members.

The decline in the number of peals rung in 
1956 might be regarded by some with despon­
dency. but this view would not be shared by all. 
Out of a total of 39, three firsts for the Guild 
were rung, and one of them the first in the 
method. The number of first peals meriting 
certificates was 17, and three new conductors 
came to the fore.

A Guild committee amendment to rule, to 
raise the maximum amount which may be made 
at any one time to any tower, from the Bell 
Restoration Fund, from £20 to £30 was ap­

proved. The following grants were then also 
approved: £30 each to Yelvertoft and North 
Luflenh »m. both of which are major restora­
tions, and £20 to Ringstead, where the ring of 
six is to be rehung.

Memoers were reminded that the summer 
festival would take place a t Green's Norton on 
Saturday, September 7th, when the Bishop of 
the Diocese would be present.

A well deserved and heartily acclaimed vote 
of thanks to all those concerned in the day’s 
proceedings was moved bv Mr. E. Nobles and 
seconded by Miss S. Collins.

Afterwards members dispersed again to ring at 
the 12 towers which were open until a  late hour.

O B I T U A R Y
MR. JOHN CRAWFORD

In the passing of Mr. John Crawford, of 
Epsom Common, the Surrey Association has 
lost a vice-president and Epsom a link with the 
past. The tower of Christ Church was com­
pleted in 1887 and in 1890 the bells were hung 
by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank. A local band 
was formed and Mr. Crawford was the last 
survivor of this original band. He rang his 
first peal on the bells in 1893. During his life 
he rang 41 peals for the Surrey Association, the 
last being in 1929.

During the war he lost his sight and took 
little active part in ringing thereafter. With the 
revival of ringing after the war, the Surrey 
Association made him a vice-oresident in ack­
nowledgment of his services, which office he held 
for the 11 years to his death at the age of 86.

Ringers from various parts of Surrey were at 
his funeral at Christ Cburch. Epsom, on June 
14th. Mr. F. E. Collins, the Master, repre­
sented the Surrey Association, Mr. W. Parrott, 
the District secretary, represented the District, 
and Mr. F. Oakshott, the local captain, repre­
sented the Christ Church ringers. Among the 
wreaths were tributes from the Surrey Associa­
tion and the Christ Church ringers.

After the service a touch of 504 Grandsire 
Triples was rung on the half-muffled bells bv 
the following: F. Oakshott (Epsom) I. I. T. 
Symonds (Ashtead) 2. Mrs. H. Oatway (Croy­
don) 3, C. Parks (Croydon) 4, W. Parrott (Ep­
som) 5. A. Harman (Dorking) 6. F. E. Collins 
(Croydon, conductor) 7, H. V. Young (Leather- 
head) 8.

DEDICATION
MEMORIAL TABLET TO GEORGE 

L. JOYCE
On May 11 th 50 members of the South- 

Western District of the Essex Association, to­
gether with friends and family of the late 
George L. Joyce, gathered together at Ail 
Saints' Church. Chigwell Row, for the dedica­
tion and unveiling of a tablet, which has been 
erected in the tower, commemorating the first 
peal ever rung of Spliced Surprise Minor in 22 
methods, and as a lasting memorial to G . L. 
Joyce, who arranged and conducted the peal.

At the time this peal was rung, Spliced Sur­
prise was in its infancy. George Joyce, in con­
junction with A. G . Driver, was a pioneer in 
composition of this type of ringing. Many 
ringers will remember several articles on this 
subject which appeared in 4 The Ringing World ’ 
from the pen of 4 Minor Mania,’ a nom-de- 
plume which he adopted.

The ceremony was conducted by the Vicar of 
All Saints (Rev. T. H. Furneaux), and the un­
veiling was performed by Mr. E. J. Butler, who 
was a member of the band which rang the peal. 
Mr. E. D. Smith, the only other surviving mem­
ber, was also present. Members of the family 
of George Joyce present included Mrs. Joyce 
and his son, Malcolm.

After tea, tribute was paid bv the Master of 
the Association (Mr. R. C. Heazel) to  Mr. 
Joyce’s ability as a composer and ringer, and 
also for his sterling work, mostly behind the 
scenes, on behalf of the Association. Mr. E. J. 
Butler, who was for 25 years secretary of the 
South-Western District, also paid tribute and 
recalled those happy days he spent with the 
Leytonstone band, and how George Joyce used 
to keep them on their mettle. His was the 
driving force behind all their achievements. It 
gave him great pleasure to be back in his old 
district again and meet old friends.

Mr. Malcolm Joyce, on behalf of his mother, 
thanked the Association and all present for 
their tribute to his father, and asked them not 
to forget other stalwarts of the Leytonstone 
band of that time, namely Messrs. G . Dawson, 
W. Miller, J. Moule, A. Prior and W. Theo­
bald. who had now passed on.

The Vicar expressed his pleasure in being 
able to welcome the Association to Chigwell 
Row and to share in commemorating one who 
n o  doubt did a great deal for his fellow men.

THWAITES AND REED LTD.
Established 1740

15 BOWLING GREEN LANE, LONDON, E.C.l
Clerkenwell 6043

TOWER CLOCKS
MAKERS AND REPAIRERS FOR OVER 200 YEARS 
ALSO W IND DIALS AND W E A T H E R V A N E S  
AUTOMATIC W INDERS — DIAL RESTORATIONS

MAKERS OF CLOCKS AT 
Ely Cathedral Westminster Abbey York Minster

Buenos Ayres Cathedral Macao Cathedral
A N D

THE NEW CLOCK for ST. CLEMENT DANES’ CHURCH
Estimates Free



420 THE RINGING WORLD June 28, 1957

L E T T E R S
PEALS OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR

Dear Sir,—In answer to Mr. E. A. Bennett's 
challenge, and for the interest of other members 
of the Central Council, I quote the following: — 

‘ The Ringing W orld,’ No. 513, Vol. XVI, 
Friday, January 14th, 1921, page 15: A peal 
o f . Plain Bob Major for the Kent County 
Association, on Saturday, December 18th, 
1920, at Holy Trinity, Dartford.
It was the first peal a.s conductor by Thomas 

Groombridge, jun.—Yours faithfully,
ARTHUR D. BARKER.

Slough.

SINGAPORE CATHEDRAL
Dear Sir,—1 was very interested to read Mr.

C. Michael Orme’s letter (‘ R.W.’. page 351) 
concerning the bells of the Cathedral Church-of 
St. Andrew, Singapore.

While I was in Singapore just over a year 
ago, I visited St. Andrew's and obtained per­
mission to see these bells. I took measurements 
of the tenor, aftd at the time estimated its 
weight as 18 cwt„ approximately.

The founders of this maiden octave are John 
Taylors (1889). I do not know if they hung 
them or whether local labour was used.

I understood the dedication of the tenor to 
be St. Andrew, and not St. Audrey, but I may 
be mistaken on this point. I cannot remember 
all the dedifcations of each bell, but some of 
them are: St. Thomas, St. Peter, St. Luke, St. 
Bartholomew, St. John and St. Andrew. The 
remaining two escape my memory at the 
moment.

These bells, if hung for ringing, would make 
a splendid octave. Incidentally, I was told the 
tower was unsafe to take a swinging peal. This 
may be appreciated as there is an archway in 
each of the four walls at the base, and a  tall 
spire surmounting the tower.

The Cathedral Church celebrated its centenary 
last year. Even befefre 1856 a previous church 
(though smaller) stood on the same site, which 
was especially reserved for a church by the 
founder 6f Singapore, Sir Stampford Raffles. 
It had only a short life of about 20 years, being 
struck by lightning twice in fouc .years.—Yours 
faithfully,

W. A. PERRY.
Clare, near Sudbury.

FOUR-BELL TOWERS IN  LINCOLNSHIRE
Dear Sir,—Here is a complete list of 4-bell 

towers in Lincolnshire up to 1935.
Asgarby. (near Sleaford), Bassingthorpe-cum- 

Westby, Baumber, Belton by Doncaster, Long 
Bennington, Great Cotes, Corby, Edlington (re­
hung 1902), Faldingworth, Glentham. Goxhill, 
Grasby, Hacconby, Harrington, Healing, HeigV 
ington, Hougham, Ingoldmells, N orth Killing- 
holme, Kirkby-cum-Osgodby. Langton-by- 
Wragby Leasingnam (recast 1617!), Leverton, 
Lincoln, St. Mary-le-Wigford, Orby, Scotter 
(rehung 1880), Scremby (cast 1739-40). Spring- 
thorpe, Stainby, Stallingborough, Stamford (St. 
John-the-Baptist and St. George's), Sutton-on- 
Sea, Tealby (rehung I92J), Tetney, Wadding- 
ham, Walcot. Welby. Westborough. Waplode 
Drove (in a small turret, rehung 1887), Wooton.

I would not like to say how many of these 
bells are ringable, but if anyone is searching for 
new names for methods, they certainly have 
some good ones here!

I would be very pleased if anyone could tell 
me about the bells at Gate Burton. Lincoln­
shire : there is no reference to them in Dove, 
but they are given by a usually reliable source 
as being* six steel bells.—Yours sincerely.

JOHN E. COOK.
Branston, Lincs.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION 
Rochdale Branch Outing

The place chosen for this year’s outing on 
May 25th was Shrewsbury; and after collecting 
the Shaw, Oldham and Manchester contingents, 
we settled down for a pleasant drive through 
Cheshire, to the usual accompaniment of hand­
bells. This year we had two sets of handbells, 
one at the front and one at the back, and the 
experts who sat in the middle tell us that it 
sounded to them like the bells of Jerusalem.

By the time we reached Crewe we were ready 
for the coffee which awaited us. Mr. Langford 
and his ringers gave us a great welcome at 
Christ Church, Crewe, and we thoroughly en­
joyed this Gillett ten (20 cwt.), although we were 
not yet used to ringing together. So great had 
been our welcome that we were not surprised to 
find that the locals seemed loath to let us go. 
They put every obstacle they could in our way 
—milk carts, cars, vegetable wagons and play- 
streets—to mention just a few : but we finally 
got away by the clever stratagem of leaving by 
the same road as we entered.

At Whitchurch, where wc were welcomed by 
a local ringer, we found that these bells were 
for the more experienced. The less experienced 
after the initial pull to 1 grab ’ the tower, spent 
their time looking round the lovely old church 
and trying to extract the name of the restau­
rant from the organisers.

After a good lunch, wc felt well equipped to 
tackle the reputedly difficult ten at St. Mary’s, 
Shrewsbury. Our hopes proved too optimistic 
and we did not do ourselves justice on these 
bells. However, our spirits rose as we neared 
St. Chad's, to hear our ‘ youngsters ’ ringing 
»ome good call-changes on the lovely 12. We 
found these bells more to our liking and had a 
very enioyable time on them. Mr. Bennett 
asked if we would overstay our time a little so 
that the curate and his bride would hear the 
bells as they returned from their honeymoon. 
To this we readily agreed, and a good touch of 
Stedman Triples on the back eight closed 
ringing here.

Aftei1 a substantial tea we found ourselves a 
little behind schedule for the first time in the 
day. However, the drive to Market Drayton 
was accomplished in good time- to the accom­
paniment of tunes on the handbells bv two of 
our visitors. Our driver, who throughout th» 
day had become more and more convinced of 
our madness, succumbed to ‘ the com plaint’ 
and supplemented the tunes with a horn obbli­
gato. After stonoing at the wrong Drayton we 
arrived at St. John's, Market Dravton. where 
the ringing was mixed. We left Market Dravton 
to the accompaniment of a good touch of York­
shire by-the local band and friends.

The drive home was uneventful by ringing 
‘■tandards. We left our Bolton friends two-and- 
a-half minutes to catch the last train and wer<' 
fust relaxing in the knowledge that all was welt 
when the coach took a dive to the nearside and 
rlouds of smoke billowed from the seized brake 
drum. However after various telenhonings a 
replacement coach was obtained and we were 
all driven safely home.

Methods rung during the day ranged from 
Cambridge through most standard methods to 
rounds a persistent crv of ‘ Duffield ’ being ig­
nored bv our Pinging MastPr. to whom we ex­
tend our very best thanks for his organisation 
and diolomacv throughout the day. We would 
al«o like to thank all the cler."v. rinoers and 
others who made this dav possible and enjoy­
able. not least of these our driver, whom we so 
affected with our madness that he offers'1 to 
take us again next year! E. H.

U C K FIEL D , SUSSEX.—On June 11th. 1.260 Grand­
sire Doubles : Shirley Miles (first quarter) 1. R. Play- 
ford 2. Wilma Hobden (first quarter) 3. J. Hobdcn
4, F. Welland (cond.) 5, A. Richardson 6.

WEDDINGS
At Chepstow

On June 8th the wedding took place at St. 
Mary’s Church, Chepstow, of Mr. David J. 
King, elder son of Mr. and Mrs. J. King, and 
Miss Jacqueline S. Evans, only daughter of 
Mr. C. Evans.

Both are very faithful members and ringers at 
this church. The bride holds the office of 
secretary to the Monmouth Branch of the Llan­
daff and Monmouth Association and of the 
South, Wales Branch of the Ladies’ Guild. Mr. 
King is the present Ringing Master of the Mon­
mouth Branch.

Canon Ernest Evans (Vicar) officiated, as­
sisted by the Rev. Ivor J. Richards, Vicar of 
Llanarth and treasurer of the Llandaff and 
Monmouth Association.

The bride, who was given away by her father, 
was attired in a dress of ivory brocade with a 
shoulder-length veil, held in place by a coronet 
of pearls and orange blossom. She carried a 
posy of pink roses. She was attended by Miss 
L. Brookes and Miss P. Jones, who wore blue 
nylon 'over stiffened taffeta, with headdresses to 
match, and carried posies of cream roses.

The best man was Mr. Mervyn King, brother 
of the bridegroom, and the duties of usher were 
carried out by Mr. John Morgan.

The reception was held at the Beaufort Hotel, 
Chepstow, attended by 50 guests. Included 
among these were ringers from a very wide 
area.

Afterwards Mr. and Mrs. King left for 
Chelmsford to attend the annual meeting of the 
Central Council. Mrs. King is one of the two 
representatives for the Llandaff and Monmouth 
Association. Following this, their honeymoon 
was spent in London.

At Haslemere
The wedding was solemnised by the Rt. Rev.

B. M. Dale at the Church of St. Bartholomew, 
Haslemere. on June 15th, between Miss M ar­
garet L. Bowden and Mr. Brian L. T. Toms. 
The bride was given away by her father, who 
is secretary of the tower.

After the service 1,260 Grandsire Triples was 
rung by Janet Miles 1, A. Queen 2, John Mc­
Dermott 3, Eve Pearson 4, Mary Cox 5, C. 
Pound 6. H. Gauntlett (conductor) 7, .1. B. 
Sidebotham 8.

The many friends of the happy pair, together 
with the local ringers, were entertained at the 
wedding reception at St. Quentin's, the home of 
the bride's parents.

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following donations towards the 
cost of producing ‘ The Ringing W o rld ': —

Personal. — Anonymous 12s., Homewood 
School of Ringing 5s.

Peals,—Honiley 2s. 6d., Cotleigh 3s., Sitting- 
bourne 4s., Eastchurch 3s.. Minster 3s.. Bramp­
ton 3s., Epsom 4s., Mayfield 4s., Hemingford 
Abbots 2s.

Quarter Peals.—Cannock 2s. 6d„ Barkingside 
2s. 6d„ Babcary Is. 6d., Uckfield 4s., Wands­
worth 2s. 6d.. Twerton-on-Avon 4s.. Darley 
Dale 2s.. Brighton 2s.. Marshfield Is. 6d.. Wim­
bledon 2s. 6d.. Nutfield 5s. 3d., Blechingley 
5s. 3d.. Bushey Heath 4s., Bicker 2s. 6d.. Coles- 
hill 4s., Stratton Si. Margaret 2s. 6d., Swindon 
2s. 6d., Hemingford Abbots 2s., Whitchurch Is.
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N O T I C E S  
New Scale of Charges

Meetings: 3/6 (minimum) for 30 words, after­
wards ljd . a word. Each additional insertion 
half charge.

Other Notices: 4 /-  (minimum) for 36 words, 
afterwards lid . a word.

Displayed: 6/6 per single column inch.
Latest D ate: Monday first post.

ENGAGEMENT
LAYTON—FLOYER.—The engagement is 

announced between Denis Noel, second son of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Layton, of Banstead, Sur­
rey, and Margaret Alison, younger daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. K. Floyer, of Heswall, 
Cheshire. 470

MARRIAGE
K IN G—EVANS.—On June 8th, 1957, at St. 

Mary's, Chepstow, Mon, by Canon E. P. Evans 
and Rev. I. J. Richards, David John King to 
Jacqueline Susan Evans. 450

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—

The Western District secretary’s address is now 
Mrs. J. Good, 83, Leys Road, Bennetts End, 
Hemel Hempstead. 481

APPEAL
£450 is needed to restore the bells of St. 

Lawrence Church, Mereworth, Kent. Dona­
tions will be gratefully received by the ringers. 
Please send donations to Miss P. J. Butcher, 
Herne Pound, Butcher's Lane, Mereworth, 
Maidstone. Kent. 460

PERSONAL
MARRIAGE THRO’ SOCIAL INTRODUC­

TIONS.—The only social service of its kind en­
joying the warm approval of both Clergy and 
Press. It is completely confidential and operates 
throughout Great Britain. Interesting free bro­
chure under plain sealed cover from The 
Bournemouth Bureau, 176, Old Christchurch 
Road, Bournemouth. 9981

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
CORNISH RIVIERA. — Williams, Copper 

Hill House, Redruth, Cornwall. Good farm­
house accommodation (not August). Excellent 
food; every comfort; overlooking north coast. 
Easy reach all beauty spots. Highly recom­
mended. Terms moderate. 387 

TORQUAY.—Mr. and Mrs. W. Simmonds, 
100, Hortop Road. St. Marychurch. Bed and 
breakfast, £3 3s. weekly. Bed, breakfast and 
evening meal, £4 10s. weekly. Own parking 
space. Fully booked July 27th to August 9th.

474

HANDBELLS WANTED
W ANTED.—Set of eight handbells, good 

condition. Details and price to D. Lawless, 4, 
Oakley Road, Corby, Northants. 454

PUBLICATIONS
AN IDEAL GIFT 

‘ TOWERS AND BELLS OF BRITAIN.’— 
This beautifully produced book will soon be out 
of print. Obtain your copy now, before too 
late. Direct from the a u th o r: Ernest Morris,
F.R.Hist.S., F.R.G.S., M.R.S.L., Verger’s 
Lodge, St. Margaret’s Vicarage, Leicester. Price 
21s. net. 7100

CENTRAL COUNCIL’S HANDBOOK.—A 
valuable guide to every secretary and tower cap­
tain. Contents include: Aims, History and 
Procedure of the Council; Rules and Decisions 
of the Council; Active Committees of the Coun­
cil and their work ; Law affecting Church Bells;

past and present officers and members since 
1956; past and present affiliated societies. 
Price 2s. 6d. from Mrs. J. G. Steeples, Hall 
View, Launton, Bicester, Oxon.

MISCELLANEOUS
TEIGNM OUTH, SOUTH DEVON.—Sun­

day ringing at St. Michael’s on the sea front 
at 8.15 p.m. for the 9 p.m. holiday-makers’ ser­
vice during the summer, in addition to the 
normal ringing at 9.30 a.m. and 5.45 p.m. 455

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION.—The practice at 
St. Mary’s, Washington, is now on Thursdays,
7.30 to 9 p.m., instead of Tuesdays as before. 
—J. E. Young, Sec. 490

COMPLETE YOUR FILES. — Back num­
bers of ‘ The Ringing World ’ are available for 
most issues of 1956, 1955, 1954 and 1953. Also 
odd copies back to .1945. Price 6d. per copy 
post free.—‘ Ringing World ’ Office, c /o  Wood- 
bridge Press, Ltd., Onslow Street, Guildford.

PEAL CARDS & QUARTER PEAL CARDS 
can now be ordered at 5s. a  set of 12, post free 
(minimum charge). Order and remittances must 
be sent with peal report. For quarter peals 
write separate copy in same style as peals.

MEETINGS
ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE 

YOUTHS.—Saturday, June 29th, St. Gabriel’s, 
Warwick Square, S.W .l, 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. Ship, 
Talbot Court, 6 p.m.—A. B. Peck, secretary.

441
GU ILD FORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Farn- 

ham  District.—District meeting at Frensham (6) 
on Saturday, June 29th. from 2.30 p.m. Ser­
vice 4.30. Tea 5 p.m.—C. J. Beadle, Hon. Dis. 
Sec. 435

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Canter­
bury District.—By-meeting. Sturry, on Saturday, 
June 29th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.15 p.m. 
Petham, Saturday, July 27th.—B. J. Luck. 396

LADIES’ G U ILD .—Central District.—Quar­
terly meeting at St. Mary’s, W oodford, Essex, 
on Saturday. June 29th. Bells 3 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m., followed by tea, business meeting and 
further ringing in the evening. Nearest station, 
George Lane, South Woodford (Central line).
Buses to Gates Corner. 412

OXFORD DIOCESAN G U ILD .—E. Berks 
and S. Bucks Branch.—Windsor, Saturday, 
June 29th, 3 p.m.—Butler, 17, Forest Road. 
Windsor. 436

SAFFRON WALDEN.—The 334th anniver­
sary of Great Ringing Day will be held on 
Saturday, June 29th. Bells (12) available from
11 a.m. Service 4. Lunch (3s. 6d.) 1. Tea 
(2s. 6d.) 5 p.m. Ninety already coming. Twelve- 
bell ringing guaranteed.—L. E. Pitstow, 27, 
Highfields, Saffron Walden. Phone: 2074.

397
W INCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 

G U ILD  — Basingstoke District. — Quarterly 
meeting at Yateley on Saturday, June 29th. 
Bells 2.45 p.m. Tea 5. Service 6.30 p.m. 
—J. Chesterman, Leacroft, Sherborne St. John.

433

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
Practice meeting at St. Giles-in-the-Fields (one 
minute from Tottenham Court Road tube sta­
tion) on Monday, July 1st, at 7 p.m.—T. J. 
Lock. 464

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Bed­
ford District.—The meeting will be a t  Turvey 
on Saturday, July 6th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m. Names for tea to Mr. J. Hilson. The 
Post Office, Turvey, Beds.—Phyllis Gray, Hon. 
Dis. Sec. 491

COVENTRY DIOCESAN G U ILD .—South­
ern District.—Next meeting at Burton Dassett 
on Saturday, July 6th. at 3 p.m. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5 p.m. Please bring your own tea. as 
Hone is available in the village.—H. M. Wind­
sor, Dis. Sec. 446

ELY ASSOCIATION.—Cambridge and Ely 
Districts.—A joint meetitig will be held at Bur- 
well (8) on Saturday, July 6th. Bells 3 p.m. 
Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m.—E. W. Bullman, D.
E. R. Knights, Dis. Secs. 453

ELY ASSOCIATION.—Wisbech Branch.— 
Meeting, Terrington St. Clement, Saturday, 
July 6th. Bells (8) 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5 p.m.—J. E. Fox, Dis. Sec. 480

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—N.W. District.— 
Meeting at Moreton, near Ongar (6), on Satur­
day, July 6th, at 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea
5.15 p.m. Names, please, to G . Blake, Dis. 
Sec., Hamlet House, Roydon Hamlet, Harlow.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South-Eastern 
Division.—Meeting, High Easter (6), Saturday, 
July 6th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Numbers for tea, please, to A. H. Everett, Cor­
nerway, Boreham. Cars will meet the bus ser­
vice at Pleshey White Horse and take members 
on to High Easter. 429

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
Eastern District.—Meeting, Thorley, Saturday, 
July 6th, 3 p.m. Names for tea, please, to Mr. 
T. Camp, Sparrows Nest. Thorley, Bishop's 
Stortford.—T. J. Southam, Dis. Sec. 463

HERTS COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—N orth­
ern District.—Ardeley, Saturday, July 6th, 3 
p.m. Tea 4.45 p.m. at Ardeley House Garden 
Party Special method, Killamarsh T.B.—E. 
R uck H is  Spc 440

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Ashford 
District.—Quarterly meeting at Tenterden on 
Saturday, July 6th. Bells (8) 2.30 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m. Names for tea by previous Wednes­
day to Miss V. Relf, No. 3 Bungalow, Shrub- 
cote, Tenterden.—C. T. H. 438

LADIES’ GUILD.—Annual general meeting 
on Saturday, July 6th, at Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Bells available—10 a.m. to 12 noon: All Saints’, 
Gosforth (10); SS. James and Basil, Fenham 
(8); St. Stephen’s, Scotswood Road (8); 2 to 3 
p .m .: St. John’s, Grainger Street (8); 2 to 3.30 
p.m .: Newcastle Cathedral (12); eveqing: 
Cathedral (12); St. Mary’s, Gateshead (8). Ser­
vice 3.30 p.m. in the Cathedral. Tea 4.15 p.m., 
followed by business meeting. Names for tea 
by Tuesday, July 2nd. to Mrs. Lea. 9, St. 
Vincent Street. South Shields. 376

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Blackburn 
Branch.—Meeting at Church Kirk on Saturday, 
July 6th. Tower open 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. 
Meeting to follow. Cups of tea provided.— 
Charles W. Blakey, Branch Sec. 467

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Wigan 
Branch.—Meeting, Chirst Church, Aughton, on 
Saturday, July 6th. Bells (8) 2.30 p.m. Service
4.30. Tea 5 p.m. for those notifying by July 
3rd Mr. J. Marsh, 27. Knowsley Road, 
Ormskirk.—M. E. Ridyard. 487

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD .—Melton 
District.—Joint meeting with Rutland Branch, 
Peterborough Guild, at Somerby, Saturday, July 
6th. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Names to 
Mrs. P. A. Corby, 11, Bowley Avenue, Melton 
Mowbray. 492

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Eastern 
Branch.—Meeting at Halton-Holgate. Saturday, 
July 6th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea 
in School Room 5 p.m. Names for tea by 
Monday, July 1st, to W. E. Clarke, 99, Norfolk 
Street, Boston, Lincs. 479

MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.—Meeting 
at Rolleston-on-Dove. Saturday, July 6th. Bells
2.30 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m. All 
welcome. 468

NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION.—Meet­
ing at Draycott-Ie-Moors, Saturday, July 6th. 
Belli 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m. Com­
mittee meeting 4 p.m. Names for tea not later 
than Wednesday. July 3rd, to F. Shelley, Cress- 
well Farm. Blythe Bridge, Stoke-on-Trent.—E. 
H. Edge, Hon. Sec. 484

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— 
Eastern Branch. — By-meeting. Norton Sub­
course. Saturday, July 6th. (Note change of 
venue.) Bells (6) from 2.30 p.m. Service 4.15
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p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Raveningham bells (5) will 
also be available. Names for tea by Wednes­
day, July 3rd. certain, please, to Mr. G . G. 
Walpole, Norton Subcourse, Norwich.—P. G. 
W. Newstead, Branch Sec. 443

OXFORD DIOCESAN GU ILD. — North 
Bucks Branch.—A monthly meeting at Waven- 
don, Saturday, July 6th. Bells (6) 5 p.m. All 
welcome.—R. H. Howson. 477

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN G U ILD .— 
Kettering Branch.—A quarterly meeting will be 
held at Stoke Albany (6) on Saturday, July 6th. 
Tea and meeting at Rectory. Names for tea 
by previous Tuesday, please, to the Rector, the 
Rev. R. Nazer, Stoke Albany Rectory, Market 
Harborough, Leics. Wilbarston bells (5) avail­
able in evening.—S. R. Collins, Hon. Branch 
Sec. 452

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GU ILD.— 
Thrapston Branch.—Quarterly meeting. Brig- 
stock, Saturday, July 6th. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea 5 p.m. Names for tea by Tuesday previous, 
please.—L. Witten, 4 John Street, Thrapston, 
Kettering. 472

ST. M ARTIN’S G U ILD  FOR THEr DIO­
CESE OF BIRM INGHAM .—Quarterly meet­
ing, Shirley (8), Saturday, July 6th. Bells 3.30 
p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Please notify for tea by July 
3rd.—G. E. Fearn, 92, Etwall Road, Hail 
Green, Birmingham. Phone: SPR 1025. 430 

ST. PETER’S, WOLVERCOTE. OXFORD. 
—Restoration ot bells. Dedication by Bishop 
of Dorchester at 3 p.m. on Saturday, July 6th. 
Teas on Vicarage lawp. Ringing till 9 p.m. 
No. 4 bus from city centre, travelling north.

476
SALISBURY DIOCESAN G U ILD  —Devizes 

Branch.—Quarterly meeting, Bradford-on-Avon. 
Christ Church (8), Saturday, July 6th. Bells 3 
p.m. Service and tea. Names for tea to S. 
Cockell, 19, Craybourne Road, Melksham, 
Wilts. 451

SHEFFIELD AND DISTRICT SOCIETY — 
Meeting at Harlhill, Saturday, July 6th, 3 p.m. 
Names for tea must be sent to Rev. J. Bishop, 
The Rectory, Harthill.—J. Seager, Sec. 485 

SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN G U ILD  (Notting­
ham District) and LEICESTER DIOCESAN 
G U ILD  (Loughborough District).—Joint meet­
ing at Ruddington, Saturday, July 6th. Bells 
(8) 3 p.m. Names for tea by previous Tuesday 
to  Mr. S. Adams, 54, Wilford Road, Rudding­
ton, Notts.—C. W. Towers and C. W. Hall.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—N or­
thern Division.—Practice meeting. Worth (6), 
Saturday, July 6th. Bells 3 p.m. Bring own 
teas—no facilities available.—I. Butcher. 456 

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 
G U ILD .—The annual general meeting will be 
held at Bournemouth on Saturday, July 6th. 
Bells available: Christchurch Priory (12) 10.30

to 11.30 a.m., -Bournemouth, St. Peter’s (8), 
2.30 to 3.30 and 7 to 9 p.m., Bournemouth, St. 
John’s, Surrey Road (8), 7 to 9 p.m. Service 
in St. Peter’s Church 3.30. Tea in St. Peter’s 
Hall, near St. Peter’s Church, 4.15, followed 
by business meeting at 5 p.m. Names for tea, 
please, by previous Tuesday, to  M r. A. V. 
Davis, 116. Alma Road, Bournemouth.—J. A. 
C. King, Gen. Sec. 445

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Eastern 
District.—Annual meeting a t  York on Saturday, 
July 6th. Service in Minster at 4 o’clock with 
procession to the bellfounders’ window. Bells: 
Minster (12) 5 to 6.30 p.m., Acomb (6) 2 to 
3.30, and York Institute of Architectural Study 
(6) 2.30 to  3.30 p.m., and after meeting in 
Institute. Own arrangements for tea—numerous 
cafes in York. Subscriptions now due and re­
ports available.—H. S. Morley, Hon. Dis. Sec.

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION.— 
Bath Branch.—The quarterly meeting will be 
held at Keynsham (8) on Saturday, July 13th. 
Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15 p.m. 
Meeting to  follow. Names for tea essential to 
Mr. J. Ford, 12. Bath Road, Keynsham, Bristol.

459
ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—S. W. District.— 

Quarterly meeting, South Weald, Saturday, July 
13th. Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Names for tea, please, to Mr. F. Wood, 149, 
W oodman Road, Warley, Essex. 457

HEREFORD GU ILD .—Bromyard D is t r ic t -  
Quarterly meeting at Stoke Lacy 3 p.m., Satur­
day, July 13th. Service 4.30 p.m.. followed by 
tea. Reservations for tea early, please, to  R. L. 
Price, 18. New Road, Bromyard. 478

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
Western District.—A meeting will be held at 
Flamptead on Saturday, July 13th. Service
4.30 p.m. Names for tea by Wednesday, July 
10th, to Mr. E. Smith, 14, Trowley Hill Road, 
Flamstead. No names, no tea.—J. Good, Dis. 
Sec. 482

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Maid­
stone District.—Quarterly meeting at Leeds, 
Saturday, July 13th. Bells (10) 2.30 p.m. Ser­
vice 4.15. Tea 5 p.m.—R. L. Sills, Dis. Sec.

465
LEICESTER DIOCESAN G U IL D —Quar­

terly meeting, Hinckley, Saturday, July 13th. 
Service at St. Mary’s, Hinckley, 4.30 p.m., fol- 
owed by tea and meeting in the Parish Hall. 
Bells: Sapcote (6) 1 to  2 p.m.. Stoney Stanton 
(8) 1.30 to 2.30, Earl Shilton (8) 2 to 3, Barwell 
(8) 2.30 to 3.30, Hinckley St. Mary’s (8) 3 to
4.30 and 7 to 8, Burbage (8) 7 to  8 p.m. Names 
for tea by Wednesday, July 10th, please, to 
C. R. Hayward, 6, Hurst Road, Hinckley, Leics. 
—B. G . Warwick. Hon. Gen. Sec. 475

NORW iCH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION — 
North Norfolk Branch.—Quarterly meeting at 
Hingham (8) (not Shipdham) on Saturday, July 
13th. Bells from 2.30 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea 
5 p.m. Names for tea by Wednesday, 10th, 
please, to Mr. A. C. Haines, 9, Watton Road, 
Hingham. 486

OXFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Banbury 
and District Branch.—Annual meeting at Ban­
bury (10) on Saturday, July 13th. Service 4 p.m. 
Tea 4.45 p.m. Please notify H. L. Roper, 
Adderbury, Banbury, Oxon. 458

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN G U ILD .— 
Daventry Branch.—Meeting, Weedon, Saturday, 
July 13th. Names for tea by Monday previous 
to  Mr. V. A. Perry, The Yews, Weedon, N or­
thants.—F. W. Hancock. . 473 

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN G U ILD  — 
Guilsborough Branch.—Meeting at Guils- 
borough on Saturday, July 13th. Names for 
tea to me by Tuesday previous, please.—W. J. 
Kinchin, Hon. Sec., Main Street, Yelvertoft, 
Rugby. 471 

SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Meeting at 
Clive, Saturday, July 13th. Bells (6) 3 p'.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m. Numbers for tea by July 
10th to  T. W. Lloyd, Wayside, Clive, near 
Shrewsbury. 488 

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND 
YOUTHS.—Quarterly meeting, St. John-the- 
Baptist, Loughton, Essex. Saturday, July 13th. 
Bells (8) available 2.45 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m., 
followed by tea and business meeting. 
Names for tea to me by Tuesday, July 9th, 
without fail, please. All welcome. L.T. Cen­
tral Line to Loughton.—P. N . Bond, Hon. Sec., 
Gaywood, Stocks Green Road, Hildenborough, 
Tonbridge. Kent. 469 

SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GU ILD . — 
Newark and North Notts Districts.—Joint meet­
ing at Sutton-on-Trent on Saturday, July 13th. 
Bells 2.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Names for tea by 
Wednesday previous to Miss Burchnall, Pem­
broke House, Sutton-on-Trent, Newark. Ossing- 
ton available 3 to 4.30 and 6.30 to 8 p.m.—- 
H. Denman and W. L. Exton, Dis. Secs. 461 

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—Northern Dis­
trict.—Quarterly District meeting will be held 
at Esher on Saturday, July 13th. Bells 3 to 
4 p.m. Service at Thames Ditton at 4.30 p.m., 
followed by tea there. Names for tea by Wed­
nesday previous, please, to  Mr. F. Hawthorne, 
39, Queens Road, Thames Ditton. Thames 
Ditton bells available after business meeting.— 
W. Parrott, Hon. Sec. 447

OXFORD DIOCESAN GU ILD .—The an­
nual festival will be held at Oxford on Saturday, 
July 20th. Service in the Cathedral 11 a.m. 
Business meeting in the Chapter House 12 noon. 
Luncheon in the dining hall of Christ Church 
1.30 p.m. Tickets for the lunch (price 6s. each) 
must be obtained before Tuesday, Jtily 16th. 
from Mr. A. D. Barker, Cambridge, Wexham, 
Sloueh, Bucks. List of towers to be published 
later. 439

TRURO DIOCESAN GU ILD. — Diamond 
Jubilee Festival at the Cathedral, Saturday, July 
20th, 2.30 p.m. Service 4.15 p.m .; preacher, 
the Subdean; followed by tea (2s.). Ringers 
may climb the central tower, also view the plate 
and other treasures in the crypt. Other towers: 
Kenwyn (8), Kea (8), 5.30 to 7.30; Perranar- 
worthal, Stithians and St. Erme (each 6). Re­
plies by Tuesday, July 16th, to Rev. H. 
Trewhella, Crantock, Newquay. 462

Dr. Isobel C. Mitchell, of Woking, who be­
came a inember of the Horsell band a little 
more than a year ago, rang the treble to a 
quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles for evening 
servicc on Whitsunday, at the first attempt. 
Dr. Mitchell would like to thank the lingers 
of Worplesdon, Guildford. Stoke and Horscll 
for the lin d  help they have so willingly given 
her, also to individual ringers who have helped 
heK at meetings.

PROCLAIM YOUR ART W ITH A
BELLRINGER’S TIE
Price 10/8 each, plus postage, 4d.

TWELVE OR MORE POST FREE

Also N ECK  SQUARES, 30" x 30” in same material
27/6 each, post free, and

BELLRINGER’S BLAZER BADGES
10/- each, Including postage 

O BT A IN A BLE  FROM

THE ALDERSHOT STORES
Established 1900

35, GROSVENOR ROAD
(E. M. STEW ART)

ALDERSHOT
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RINGING IN ENGLAND 80 YEARS AGO
Extracts from ‘ Church Bells,’ 

1879-80
(Continued from page 402)

THE BISHOP OF MANCHESTER ON 
BELL-RINGING 

Preaching at a service at an annual meeting 
of the Lancashire Association of Change-ringers, 
the Bishop is reported to have said that some 
strange ideas sometimes possessed the popular 
mind. Sometimes churchwardens thought that 
they had absolute control of church bells, some­
times the minister thought that he alone pos­
sessed the control over them, and sometimes 
the ringers themselves thought they had a right 
to ring the bells just when they pleased. It 
happened that four of the Canons on the 
Church distinctly laid down the law. . . . These 
were the 15th, 67th, 88th and 111th, and they 
showed that the minister and the churchwardens 
together were the persons who should deter­
mine whether on any particular occasion church 
bells should be rung.

SONNING DEANERY SOCIETY OF 
CHANGE-RINGERS 

Herbert C. Sturges, of Wargrave Vicarage, 
one of the committee, writes expounding change- 
ringing and includes: ‘All that the round-ringer 
does is simply to perform a full monotonous 
manual exercise, which makes no demand upon 
his brain, and as often as not drives him to the 
public house to drown his weariness, while the 
listener looks forward to the time when the bells 
will cease from troubling him. . .

THE W ORLD’S BIRTHDAY PEAL. RUNG 
AT CHRIST CHURCH. LIVERSEDGE, 

YORKSHIRE 
On Saturday, February 28th (1880), eight 

members of the Bradford St. Peter’s contingent 
of the Ancient Society of College Youths, Lon­
don, ran j at the above church in 3 hours 27 
minutes, and in honour of the composer’s 80th 
birthday, an extraordinary Date Peal, consist­
ing of 5,884 changes in the Kent Treble Bob 
method. This peal was especially composed for 
the occasion by Mr. W. Sottanstall, of Sowerby. 
Halifax. The changes represent the number of 
year that have elapsed since man’s creation . . .

R INGING AT ELECTIONS 
We have received several letters from Con­

servatives and Liberals justly complaining of the 
prostitution of the bells of the Church on such 
occasion-,. We can only raise our voice against 
it, and trust that on any future occasion the 
authorities will be on the alert not to allow a 
repetition of such unseemly practice.

ST. MARY’S, DISS NORFOLK (Tablets in 
the Belfry)

* Op 26 March 1825 was Rung in this steeple 
5024 changes of that Critical Peal Oxford Treble 
Bob Major in 3 hours . . . The last peal on 
the old bells . . . Tenor 15 cwt. 2 qrs. On Jan. 
6, 1834, was rung in this steeple a true and 
complete Peal consisting of 5120 changes of 
Oxford Treble Bob . . .  in 3 hrs. 11 mins. . . . 
The first peal on the new Bells, cast by Dobson, 
Downham Market, 1832. Weight of tenor 
23 cwt. 3 qrs. Key D .’

‘ THE “ F IF T E E N ” PUZZLE 
A few months ago I saw a puzzle which, 

under the above name, after becoming a 
fashionable craze in America, is now rapidly 
being introduced into England. My excuse for 
mentioning this matter in your pages is that it 
is the only form  in which I have ever met with 
the in- and out-of-course changes outside the 
science of change-ringing. The following brief 
explanation may be of interest to your readers. 
This puzzle consists of a box which contains 16

small wooden cubes, which are numbered on the 
top sides from 1 to 16. When the one num­
bered 16 is removed from the box, and the 
others placed in any indiscriminate order, the 
solution consists in shifting them about, without 
removing any one of them from the box, so that 
the cubes are at last arranged as here shown, 
the blank space being left in the bottom line.

As the order in which the cubes are originally 
placed happens to be in- or out-of-course, so 
the solution is possible or impossible. In the 
latter case the nearest approach is 13, 15, 14.

The amusing part of the matter is the amount 
of perseverance that has been displayed in 
America in endeavouring to overcome this latter 
difficulty, and I dare say the same amount of 
ingenuity will now be spent on it in England. 
For the first time, mathematicians—at least 
those in America—have become aware of the 
existence of this quality in the arrangement of 
figures which has for so long only been known 

‘to change-ringers. I may add that a simple 
form of the puzzle may be produced by cutting 
the necessary squares out of stout cardboard.

JASPER W. SNOWDON,
Old Bank Chambers, Leeds.

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12

13 14 15

* Netta ’ wrote saying it was always possible 
to do the puzzle by shifting the box so the 
bottom and top become the sides.

Snowdon replies saying this will not do—it 
is contrary to an unwritten law of the game.

J. Drinkwater, of Sandhurst, Glos, points out 
that the number of positions that the 15 squares 
can be placed in are 1,307,674,368,000.

Jasper W. Snowdon has a letter published 
showing that he had received a large number of 
applications for ' Rope-Sight,’ ‘ now (May 29th, 
1880) out of print,’ and asking ringers for criti­
cisms so that he could consider them when pre­
paring the second edition. He particularly asks 
beginners to let him know if passages in the 
first edition are not clear to them.

AT DEBENHAM, SUFFOLK
‘ The 8 bells of the above church (tenor 20 

cwt.) having; been rehjng by Messrs. Day and 
Son, were re-opened on Whit Monday (1880)

BELFRY-REFORM MEETING AT 
CANTERBURY

‘A m e e t in g  of gentlemen interested in the art 
of change-ringing was held in the chapter-house 
of the Cathedral on Tuesday, 18th ult. (i.e., 18th 
May, 1880) . . .  to take preliminary steps to 
form an association of change ringers, the object 
of which would be to promote belfry reform, 
and encourage the revival of the ancient and 
noble art of change-ringing . . . .’ The com­
pany included the Dean, the Mayor, the Bishop 
of Dover, Bishop Oxenden, Archdeacon Harri­
son, four other clergy and Col. Knight . . . .  
‘A few ladies also were present. . . .’

ESSEX ASSOCIATION OF CHANGE- 
RINGERS

‘ The first Anniversary Meeting of this Asso­
ciation was held at Writtle on Whitsun Mon­
day. . .

NOTES BY EDITOR TO 
CORRESPONDENTS

‘ Requested in all reports—the weight of the 
Tenor and the County of the place.’

(I commend this (County of the place) to the 
Editor, ‘ The Ringing World,’ as I am often 
fogged as to  whether it is the north or south 
of England!—C. R.)

‘ Received also.—J. R. Jerram (we cannot 
enter into local jealousies).'

‘ Messrs. Llewellyn and J ames, of Bristol, 
wish it to be known that they have an order 
for a ring of six bells for a parish near Merthyr 
Tydvil, South Wales, but that the public sub­
scriptions run short. Surely there is nothing 
uncommon in that! When the bells are set up 
we shall be pleased to report their opening, 
especially if done with a sacred service of dedi­
cation.—Ed.’

AT LAVENHAM, SUFFOLK
‘ The 68th anniversary of these famous bells 

was held on Mon., 21st inst. (i.e., 21st July. 
1880). . . . Ringing commenced early in the 
morning and the bells were rung by the different 
companies in good style until ten o’clock at 
night . . . .  Seventy-eight sat down to dinner 
. . . .  The tower is 145 feet high and 42 feet 
square. . . .’

AT IPSWICH, SUFFOLK
‘ On Tues. evening. 6th inst. (i.e., 6th July. 

1880), in commemoration of the thirteenth anni­
versary of the opening of the bells at St. Mary- 
le-Tower . . . .’

LIGHT BELLS v. HEAVY BELLS
‘ Sir,—The new system adopted by some bell- 

founders of putting an unusual quantity of 
metal into a bell of a given note has now been 
in vogue long enough to enable a comparison 
to be made between the old-fashioned and the 
new-fashioned bells. Those of your readers who 
have not paid attention to the point will be sur­
prised to know that a firm which adopts the 
new style can put upwards of 30 cwt. of a bell 
which will give a note almost identical in pitch 
with that of a bell of the old fashion weighing 
less than 15 cwt. I have heard five or six of 
the new-fashioned rings, and I cannot find in 
them that decided superiority which they should 
show to make up for the vastly-increased ex­
penditure of money, gear and tissue which their 
adoption entails. . . .  Of course when a ring 
of twelve is required heavy bells are necessary; 
but those who have been at King’s Lynn know 
that even a good C has been obtained from 
30 cwt. of metal. On the other hand, for a 
village tower, nothing could be more satisfactory 
that the eight at Drayton, Berks, with a tenor 
less than 10 cwt. The conclusion seems to be 
that those who have adopted the new fashion 
are on the wrong tack, and the sooner they go 
about the better. Why give more? ’

A SUGGESTION ABOUT TENORS
‘ Sir,—The present way of reporting the 

weight of tenors is most inaccurate and unsatis­
factory. To take one example on ly : in 
“ Church Bells” of 20 July, 1878, I was put 
down at 19 cwt.: four weeks later I was put 
down at 24 cw t.: and now, in the last number, 
at 26 cwt. At page 50 of that most useful 
book, the Change-Ringer’s Guide, I am given 
as weighing 25 cwt., and at p. 84, 19 cwt. When 
the weight of a tenor is, accurately known the 
report should take this fo rm : “Ascertained
weight of te n o r ------cwt.” When the weight is
not known, the diameter of the bell should be 
taken and the report should ru n : “  Reputed
weight of te n o r------cw t.: d iam eter------inches.”
The last-mentioned particular would draw atten­
tion to any wild statement as to  the weight. 
The weight of all bells in a tower ought to be 
neatly recorded on a board in the belfry. When 
new work is done in the tower, the opportunity 
should not be lost.

T he Tenor of N ew College, Oxford.'
(To be continued)
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5,088 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
By DAVID W. BEARD

2 3 4 5 6  W 5/4 M H

5 4 3 2 6 S S
2 4 3 5 6 S
63254 s X
3 2 5 6 4 X s

2 5 6 3 4 X s
4 6 3 2 5 X
2 6 3  45 s
5 3 2 4 6 s X
3 2 4 5  6 X S

3 2 6 4  5 A

2 4 6 3 5 X s s
5 6 3 2 4 X
2 6 3 5  4 S
4 3 2 5 6 S X
3 2 5 4 6 X s

3 2 6 5 4 A

3 2 4 6 5  A
Repeated.

Singles only are used throughout.
First rung at Loddon, Norfolk, on June 5th,

1957, conducted by Cyril A. Wratten.

A SHBRITTLE, SOM ERSET.—On M ay 12th, 1,260 
G randsire D o u b le s : S. A lderm an 1, J. Smith 2, H. 
Bristow 3, J. M anning 4, Miss F. N orm an (cond.) 5, 
P . Podberry 6.

N EW C A STLE -U PO N -T Y N E—A t St. Jam es’ Church, 
Benwell, on Ascension D ay, 1,320 G randsire Doubles :
F . Ross 1, G. Carse 2, A. W allace 3, S. D ixon 4, 
R . S. M allaburn (cond.) 5, R . Barrow 6. F o r Even­
song.

‘ THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Fifth Edition 

FOR ALL LEARNERS 
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4/6 : :  4 to 6 bells 3 / -  
Plus 2d. towards increased postage

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs. E. S. Powell, 
Poleshill Cottage, Langford Budville, 

Wellington, Somerset

PUBLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

CENTRAL COUNCIL HAND- s. d.
BOOK ................................... 2 6

PRESERVATION AND REPAIR
OF BELLS, etc............................ 2 0

ON CONDUCTING ................... 1 0
COLLECTION OF P L A I N  

MAJOR METHODS ..  . .  3 6 
COLLECTION OF COMPOSI­

TIONS (MAJOR) ................... 3 8
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES

METHODS ...........................2 0
FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR

METHODS ........................... 6
CHANGE RINGING ON HAND­

BELLS ................................... 2 6
METHODS SHEETS—

Cambridge Surprise Major ..  6
Double Norwich ................... 6
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 6 
Bristol Surprise Major . . . .  6 

COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—
Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. 1 0 

REPORT OF CONFERENCE
WITH S.P.A.B............................... 8

INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 
CHURCH BELLS (Card) 6

MODEL CODE OF RULES— 
Ringers’ Society or Com pany.. 6 

VILLAGE BELLS (New Edition) 1 2 
METHODS COM MITTEE’S RE­

PORT ON EXTENSION . 1 0
Post free from 

MRS. J. G. STEEPLES,
Hall View, Launton, Bicester, 

Oxon.

FOR PROMPT DELIVERY OF HICH QUALITY

BELL ROPES
As supplied to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial 
Institute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s. 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.
Apply to

JOHN NICOLL
Established 1760

CHURCH BELL ROPE MANUFACTURER 
73, WHITMOOR ROAD :: BECKENHAM, KENT

(WORKS — 64, LEWISHAM PARK, S.E.13)

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

NEW PRICES on account of 
increased postage 

‘ ROPESIGHT,’ 12th edition; 150 pages;
1955 reprint 3/8 

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 139 
pages; 3/6 

‘ STEDMAN,’ by J. A. Trollope. Out 
of print.

•STANDARD METHODS,’ 12th edi­
tion. Letterpress 3/2. Diagrams 2/8 

•SURPRISE. METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Oavies, 126 pages; 31-

All post free on receipt of postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

WILLIAM POTTS & SONS, LTD. BANKFIELD TERRACE. LEEDS. 4 

Cathedral. Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1

Primed for the Proprietor! by the Woodbridge Press. Ltd.. Guildford, and Published br the Rolls H ove Publishing Co.. Ltd.. Breams Buildings. London. E.C.4.


