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JOSHUA SHORT

A N observer on the tower of the Parish Church of
Aston, Birmingham, gazing northwards over the
wilderness of houses, factories and railways, inter-

sected by power lines and set about with monstrous chim-
neys, may find it difficult to visualise the rural Witton of
two centuries ago, or may even doubt that such a Witton
ever existed. To-day the great industrial agglomeration
stretches away in all its dreariness to where the rising
mass of Kingstanding surges up the slopes of Barr Beacon,
and old Perry Hall, Perry Church and even the River
Tame itself are engulfed in these masses of brick, concrete
and steel. Two hundred years ago the water meadows of
the broad valley were dotted with trees and the roofs of
cottages and farms, and lines of alders marked the leisurely
course of the river dipping from Hampstead and turning
north again to Witton on its sinuous course to Tyburn
and Castle Bromwich.

In this quiet countryside, a mile to the north of Aston
spire, was Short’s Farm, close to the Yew Tree Inn and
the ancient ford in Brookvale Road, and here Joshua Short
and his family farmed and prospered for four generations.
Joshua was born in 1765, and grew up to succeed to the
business founded by his grandfather. Both his grandfather
and his father were ringers and rang on the old five at
Aston, and the boy had early acquaintance with this
church. He was entered in the choir and later, together with
William Hassell, he played in the church orchestra. Hassell
played the flute and Short the oboe, and it was not unusual
for them to practise together in the belfry. This early
friendship was to continue for many years.

In 1775 the bells at Aston were made into eight, and
the band practised Bob Major with great assiduity.
Thirteen years later began a succession of four remarkable
peals. The first, in 1788, was 10,080 Bob Major, con-
ducted by William Bennett, in which Joshua and his father,
John, both rang. This was followed by 14,224 in 1789
and 10,192 in 1792, both in the same method. Then came
the crowning achievement, 15,360 Bob Major in 1793, con-
ducted by Joshua himself. It is said that the composition
was arranged so that it could be brought round at different
numbers up to 20,160, and that it was allowed to come
home at 15,360 because Hassell’s hands were sore.

Together with Job Perrins, the Aston blacksmith, Joshua
Short and Hassell were associated with the ancient parish
church for the remainder of their lives. Largely through
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the efforts of this trio the bells were increased to 10 in
1814. Each gave generously to the fund, and the new
treble bell bore the inscription: *The Treble Bell was pre-
sented to the Parish of Aston by the Interest of Job Perrins,
Joshua Short and William Hassell, 1814. T. Mears of
London Fecit.’

It is often for his social qualities and innate character
that a ringer is remembered, even when his technical skill
has been forgotten and his achievements blotted out by the
performances of later prodigies. It was so with Joshua
Short. He was highly respected by the ringers-of his day,
but he had a convivial turn that made him very popular,
and the young men flocked to his office to enjoy his com-
pany and his hospitality. He was a stout-built man of great
muscular strength, and he had a high-pitched effeminate
voice of the quality not unknown among men of his build.
Thomas Day knew him well and told many stories of him
and his band. He was fond of ‘lapping ’ changes, the
mode of passing the bells from hand to, hand, and he
would say, ‘Now, lads, I'll call you a touch of Bob Major
all in the tittums.” This would usually come to grief owing
to the old man missing a bob. He was fond of tapping
changes and tunes on his handbells, and he would often
end an evening by saying, ‘ Now, lads, I'll give you “ God
save the King ” with all the thorough bass.” ‘How he
managed to do all this on only sixteen bells,” comments
John Day, ‘was, | suppose, only known to himself.’

Joshua’s son, John Short, was of a somewhat different
type. He disapproved of his father’s conviviality and
familiarity with the ringers and, while not an unkindly
man, his natural austerity led him to look askance at what
he thought his father’s frivolity. John appears to have
been busy restoring and increasing the family fortune, and
he seems to have succeeded tolerably well. He was, how-
ever, a good churchman, and his granddaughter, Mrs.
Parish, stated that he gave a bell for Aston Church. This
latter fact cannot here be verified, but it is certain that
John was not unmindful of the ringers, for at his father’s
death he presented them with the handbells in a box with
Joshua’s name on the lid.

John Day states that the family has died out But re-
cently it has come to light that Mr. E. A. Butcher, late of
Bromsgrove, and now resident at Arthog, is great-great-
great grandson to Joshua Short, and it has been the good
fortune of St. Martin’s Guild to acquire from Mr. Butcher,

[Continued next page
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on permanent loan, a fine oil painting of the old worthy
of Witton, together with a vellum giving particulars of
the 10,080 Bob Major at Aston in 1788. This document
reveals itself as an original print from the elaborately
designed plate said to have been made by the Veiseys, the
copper engravers of Moor Street, and used by the Society
for the invitations to the annual feast. Steps are being
taken to preserve this old document, and it is hoped that
the portrait will find a natural home in the ringing cham-
ber at Aston. E. C. S

TWELVE BELL PEALS

WOLVERHAMPTON, STAFFORDSHIRE.
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM.
On Sat., Feb. 12, 1955, in 3 Hours and 42 Minutes.
At the Collegiate Church of St Peter,
A PEAL OF 5280 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAXIMUS
Tenor 33 cwt. 21 Ib. in C sharp.
Anthony Ager Treble Terry R. Hampton

Shirley V. Rymer 2 Bryan D. A. W oolley

Muriel Reay 2 George E. Fearn .. 9
J. Edward Cawser 4 ‘David A. Carpenter 10
John Pinfold 5 Crifford A. Barron 1
Arthur V. Pearson 6 Ralph G. Edwards Tenor

Composed by John Carter Conducted by Arthur V. Pearson.

*First peal of Maximus.

BRISTOL.
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 3 Hours and 47 Minutes.

At the Church of St. Mary, Redcliffe,

A PEAL OF 5007 STEDMAN CINQUES

John Phillips Treble  Michael V. Chilcott 7
John Chilcott . 2 Roger O. Fry 8
Albert M. Tyler . 3 Fredk. E. Conrins .. 9
Arthur H. Reed . 4 John H. Crampion ..° .. 10
Selwyn H. Dearden 5 Wilfred Williams .. .. 11

Donald G. Crift 6 Frank E. Darby .. Tenor
Composed and Conducted by John Chilcott.

WAKEFIELD, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 4 Hours and 10 Minutes.

At the Cathedral Church of All Saints.

PEAL OF 5280 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAXIMUS

James Fernley Treble W. Eric Critchley .. 7
Fred Dunkerley 2 J. Frederick Milner 8
Basil Jones 3 John Worth .. 9
John E. Bibby ... 4 Peter Laflin 10
Lestie W. G. Morris .. 5 Joseph W. Whittaker

*Thomas W. Strangeway Edward Jenkins .. Tenor

Composed and Conducted by Lestie W. G. Morris.
* First peal of Yorkshire Surprise Maximum A birthday compliment

to Mr. John Worth.

TEN BELL PEALS

WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD.
On Thurs., Feb. 17, 1955, in 3 Hours and 12 Minutes.
At the Church Of St. M atthew,
A PEAL OF 5007 STEDMAN CATERS
Tenor 26J cwt. in D.

James S. Eastwood .. .. Treble Arthur T. Dutton ..
Christopher Wallater .. 2 ‘Roger L. Hawksworth

G eorge W. Hughes .. . 3 William Davies

Ernest Stitch ... 4 Howard Howell .. 9
Stella Hughes.. David G. Woolley.. Tenor

5
COm'POSEd by Sir A P. Heywood. Conducted by James S. Eastwood.
irst peal on ten bells.
Rung as a birthday compliment to the Vicar of Walsall (Canon A. T.
Jenkins, M.A.) and the conductor.
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LINCOLN.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 3 Hours and 19 Minutes.
In St. Hugh’s Tower at the Cathedral Church of the Blessed
Virgin Ma
A PEAL OF 5040 OAKHAM SURPRISE ROYAL
Tenor 23 cwt. 3 gr. 13 Ib. in D.

Charles E. Brown .. .. Treble G eoffrey Paul
‘Norah M. Bibby AP 2 Denis A. Frith
‘Geoffrey R. Parker .. 3 Sydney A. Chambers
Jack L. Millhouse .. 4 H. Leslie Pask
‘George H. Randles .. 5 John Walden

Composed and Conducted by Jack L. Mitinho
*First peal of Oakham Surprise Royal.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
BIRMINGHAM.
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM.
On Mon., Feb. 7, 1955, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes.
At Bishop Ryder’s Church.
A PEAL OF 5024 DIGBETH SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 12 cwt. 3 gr. 24 Ib. in F sharp.

Henry H. Fearn .. Treble Ciifford A. Barron .. 5
Muriel Reay 2 Terry R. Hampton .. .. 6
John Pinfold 3 Michael G. Morton .. 7
George E. Fearn 4 Peter Border

Composed by E. W. Tipter. Conducted bymPeter Border.
The first peal in the method (Tipler’s A /15/1.)

BIRMINGHAM.
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM.
On Thurs., Feb. 10, 1955, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes
At the Cathedral Church of St.
A PEAL OF 5184 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 10 cwt. | gr. 10 1b. in A

Evelyn M. Fletcher .. Treble J. Edward Cawser .. - 5
Edgar C. Shepherd .. . 2 George E. Fearn . .. 6
Muriel Reay . 3 Clifford A. Barron.. .. 7
Jeffrey B. Webb 4 Michael G. Morton ...Tenor

Composed by C. W. Roberts. Conducted by Ciifford A. Barron.

BARKWAY. HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE UNIVERSITIES ASSOCIATION
On Sat Feb. 12, 1955, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes.
the Church of St. Mary Magdalene,
A PEAL OF 5152 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 16 cwt.

Roger-B. Morris . Treble 1 wirriam J. Ridgman

‘Brian J. Stafford .. .. 2 J. Henry Fielden .. .. 6
J. Desmond Painter . 3 Chris. M. P. Johnson .. 7
Wittiam T. Cook .. .. 4 Peter Border . Tenor

Com osed by C. Middieton. Conducted by Peter Border.

irst peal in the method.

DARLINGTON, CO. DURHAM.
THE DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Wed., Feb. 16, 1955, in 2 Hours and 54 Minutes.
At the Church of St, John-the-Evangelist.
A PEAL OF 5088 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAIJOR
Tenor 10 cwt. 10 Ib. in G.

‘Mrs. W. Maughan Treble IThomas Cooke .. .. 5
Dennis R. Airey . . 2 ‘Kenneth Lawson .. .. 6
‘Mrs. K. Lawson .. .. 3 tW. Norman Park .. i 7
‘William M aughan 4 Roland Park ... Tenor

d Park.

Composed by J. Hunt. Conducted by
*First peal in the method, t 50th peal together.
Rung as a welcome to Kathleen Margaret, infant daughter of the

Vicar, the Rev. R. Brown, and Mrs. Brown.

GOUDHURST, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Wed., Feb 16, 1955, in 3 Hours and 24 Minutes.
the Church of St.

A PEAL OF 5056 SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR
Comprising 992 changes of London, 768 of Bristol, 1,664 Superlative
and 1,632 of Cambridge, with 105 changes of method and with all the
positions of the four methods for each bell. Tenor 26 cwt

Thomas E. Sone .. . Treble Robert Swift ..
Fredk. G. Huckstepp .. 2 Albert J. Lancefield .. 6
‘John R. Cooper .. .. 3 Mark S. Lancefield .. 7
‘Geoffrey Pearson 4 Thomas Cullingworth .. Tenor

Composed by Harold G. Cashmore.
Conducted by Mark S. Lancefield.
* First_peal of four Spliced Surprise.
Rung in memoriam Frederick White, a vice-president, and for many
years a trustee of the Kent County Association.
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NORBURY (HAZEL GROVE), CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Feb. 17, 1955, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Thomas,
A PEAL OF 5088 GLASGOW SURPRISE MAIJOR
Tenor 14" cwit.

John W orth Treble \ ‘Leslie Boumphrey 5
Fred Dunkerley eRobin G. Turner .. 6
Basil Jones Edward Jenkins 7
‘«James Fearnley N Joseph W. W hittaker Tenor

Composed by C. K. Lewis
*First peal in the method.

Conducted by John W orth.

BEXLEY, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Mary-the-Viroin,
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor 7 cwt. 1gr. in A

Judith COX oo Treble John L. Morris .. 5
tMARY R. Andrews .. .. 2 A. Patrick Cannon . 6
tD. Mary Ward .. . 3 Ralph Bird 7
lan H. Or a m .. 4 Peter Beresford .. Tenor

Composed by F. Bennett. Conducted by A. Patrick Cannon.
*First peal, t First peal of Major.

BORDEN, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes.
At the Church of SS. Peter and Paul,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part (7th Observation). Tenor 22 cwt. in E.

Emily B. P. Walker .. Treble Francis J. Cheal 5
George A. Naylor . 2 Cyrit S. Jarrett 6
«Edward C. Barton . 3 Trevor A. Cross 7
IH arry Springate .. . 4 G eorge Kenward Tenor

Conducted by Trevor A. Cross.

*25th peal, f 75th peal. First peal in the method as conductor.
Rung as a welcome to the Rev. John L. Phillips, the new Vicar.

BURTON LATIMER, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute.
At the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin.
A PEAL OF 5152 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor 10 cwt. 13 Ib. in F sharp.

Ernest G. Orland .. .. Treble Albert H. Hinton .. .. 5

Victor A. Perry 2 | patrick I. Chapman .. 6

Harold Haynes R 3 | Barrie Hendry L 7

eDavid W. James .... 4 i Bryan Pattison .. .. Tenor

Com osted by John Reeves. Conducted by Bryan Pattison.
Irst peal.

Rung as a birthday compliment to C. Henry Harding.

CHIDDINGSTONE, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19. 1955, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB TRIPLES

Tenor 19| cwt.
Ernest J. Ladd . Treble | ‘Kevin S. Hohl 5
.D oris E. Colgate .. «John W. Meade 6
NGeorge Fry i Bernard V. Collison . 7
+Peter N. Bond Robert Collins ... Tenor

Composed b?/ H. Hubbard.
i

) Conducted by Ernest J. Ladd.
First peal in the method.
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COALBROOKDALE, SHROPSHIRE.
THE SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 3 Hours and 12 Minutes.
At the Church of The Holy Trinity,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR

Tenor 19 cwt.
Frederick G. Beddow .. Treble John F. B utler. e 5
Bessie A. Carter . .. 2 Henry Douglas . 6
Clifford A. Barron.. .. 3 John N. Lindon.... 7
Molly P. Flynn L 4 Ernest F. Willcox . Tenor

Composed by N. J. Pitstow . Conducted by c tifford A. Barron.

Rung as a 21st birthday compliment to Ernest F. Willcox and on the
occasion of his engagement to Miss Sylvia Beddow.

DUFFIELD, DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Alkmund,
A PEAL OF 5024 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 17 cwt. 2 gr. 11 Ib.

Mark Hatch  .eceevcennen Treble \ Gordon A. Halls .. .. 5
Robin G. Turner .... 2 j Albert E Thompson .. 6
Harold Taylor 3 7 philip H. whitaker . 7
Denis R. Carlisle.. . 4 i Rev. Gordon G. Graham Tenor

Composed and Conducted by penis R. Carlisle.

Arranged on the day of the Derbyshire Association Dinner and rung
as a wedding compliment to Joan Bailey and Maurice Dalton.

HAWKLEY, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes.
At the Church of SS. Peter and Paul,
A PEAL OF 5376 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR
Tenor 7 cwt. 3 gr. 11 Ib.

«Joy Gumbrill Treble | Norman J. Smith .. .. 5

Roger Baldwin I 2 | E. winifred Keys .. .. 6
S. Kathleen M. Knight 3 Brian J. Luff .ceeveenne 7
Robert Wake 4 | Frederick W. Burnett .. Tenor

Composed by E. wightman. Conducted by Frederick W. Burnett.

*First peal of Double Norwich. First peal of Double Norwich on
the bells.

MARKET DRAYTON, SHROPSHIRE.
THE SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes.
At the Church of St. M ary,
A PEAL OF 5088 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 17 cwt. 2 gr. 3 Ib.

*Harold F. white .. Treble F. Hector Bennett. . .. 5
*Bernard M adeley 2 Ewart H. Edge .. .. 6
Frederick E. Wilshaw .. 3 Charles H. Page . . 7
«Frederick Price .. 4 Arthur Pritchard .. .. Tenor

Composed by N. J. Pitstow.
*First peal in method.

Conducted by A rthur Pritchard.

NORTON, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Nicholas,
A PEAL OF 5088 NEW CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAIJOR

Tenor 9% cwt.
Claudia A. Critchley..Treble *colin Harwood 5
«Edwin G. Buck 2 *Jack S. Dear ,. 6
G. Wiilliam Critchley. 3 C. Michael Orme .. 7
*Patricia Hutton .. 4 *R. Thomas Newman Tenor

Comlé)osed by G. Llndoff
i

Conducted by G. w illiam Critchley.
rst peal of New Cambridge.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
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Installations

Repairs Maintenance
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JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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PULFORD, CHESHIRE.

THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 3 Hours 2 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin.
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenoi 9 cwt. 3 gr. 10 Ib.

*John Clutton .. .. Treble G eorge F. Sperring .. 5
John W. Griffiths .. 2 Dennis H. B. Mittward 6
tJoHN Hughes .. .. 3 ‘Robert W. Hinde .. .. 7
William Cathrall .. 4 Percy Swindley .. .. Tenor

Comlposed by J. R. Pritchard. Conducted by Robert W. Hinde.
irst peal of Bob Major, t First peal on eight bells. First peal as
conductor.
SOUTHPORT, LANCS.
o STH'E Ib_AlNQCﬁ;SHIREZASSOCIAdTEI;gI\’\IA._
n Sat., Fe an inutes.
%IEE]T ?gﬁ'| «

A PEAL OF 5184 WATFORD SURPRISE MAJOR

Tenor 12 cwt.
Lester L. Gray .. .. Treble *Jack Ashcroft .. 5
*M argaret E. Ridyard .. 2 Peter Coxall .. .. 6
*tERNEST Gower P 3 Ronald Kenrick .. 7
Doreen Dutton .. . 4 Joseph Ridyard .. Tenor

Composed by M aurice Hodoson Conducted by Joseph Ridyard.
« First peal in the method, t 100th peal.
Rung as 21st birthday compllment to Miss Jean Fairclough and a
19th birthdav compliment to Miss Bunty Marshall. Both are members
of the local band.

SOUTHWOLD, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Edmund, King and Martyr,
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenoi 12£ cwt. in 7 ‘.iarp.

«Cleevb F. Finch . Treble | Ri iard S. Payne .. 5
Margot R. Thompson .. 2 C. Jack Gibson .. .. 6
IRaymond Peck .. .. 3 ufPeter S. Bedford .. .. 7
Jack Pilgrim .., 4 John W. Blythe .. .. Tenor

Composed by A. Knights. Conducted by John W. Biythe.
"First peal, t First peal of Plain Bob Major.

THURCASTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb 19, IV55, in 2 Hours and 38 Minutes.
the Church of All
A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 10 cwt. 7 Ib. in G

Brian S. Chapman ..Treble Brian G. W arwick .. 5
Mrs. B. G. Warwick .. 2 Peter J. Staniforth .. 6
Shirley Burton R 3 Richard J. Warrilow .. 7
eCharles Hone 4 fJOHN M 00re .. Tenor

Comé)osed by J. S. Witde (C C.C.8) Conducted by Brian G. Warwick.
irst peal of Surprise *inside.” "t First peal of Surprise.

A compllment to Samuel J. Haines and Annie E. Humberstone (both
of All Saints’, Wigston Magna, band) who were married this day at
Wigston Magna.

WIGSTON MAGNA, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat.,, Feb 19, 1955, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes.
the Church of All Saints.
A PEAL OF 5056 HUMBERSTONE DELIGHT MAJOR
Tenor 16 cwt. 11 Ib. in E.

Cecit H. F. Knight . Treble | Richard F. Roe 5
Andrew R. Carter .. .. 2 Frank S. Cheney 6
T. Maureen Lloyd .......... 3 Kenneth A. Roe 7
Thos. Edward Harrold. 4 Richard J. Carter Tenor

Composed by T. E. Harrold.
First peal in the method.
Rung for the wedding of Samuel J. Haines and Annie E. Humber-

itone, who are both members of the local band.

WOODFORD, ESSEX.
LONDON COUNTY ASSOC. & N. SOUTHWARK DIO. GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes.
At the Church of St ary-the-Virgin.
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor 10 cwt 2 qr. 21 Ib in F sharp.

Conducted by Kenneth A. Roe.

Chartes A. Hughes .. Treble Harold W. Rogers.. 5
A. st. John N. Boyack .. 2 Wilfrid G. Wilson .. 6
Mrs. Olive L. Rogers .. 3 Leonard N. Bullock .. 7
Squibb Cr o Ft .ecieienen 4 John R. Ketteringham .. T€nor

Composed by J. R. Pritchard.
i Conducted by John R. Ketteringham.
First peal on eight bells as conductor.
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FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS

HAMBLEDEN, bucks.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 12, 1955, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Mary
A PEAL OF 5280 DOUBLES
Being 10 extents of Stedman, six of St. Martin’s, six of St. Simon’s,
four of Reverse St. Bartholomew, six of Plain Bob, 10 of Grandsire and

Morris’s 240. Tenor 11 cwt. 25 Ib. in F sharp
*Mrs. C. Wiltkinson . Treble i Walter Lee vcveenene.

*D oreen Coker P 2 | Rotand Biggs .. .. 5

*Anthony E. Cox .. 3 | ‘Christopher Wilkinson Tenor

COndUCted by W alter Lee.
« First peal of Doubles.

ROTHERHAM, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
IéShefﬂeId & District Society).
On Mon., Feb. 14, 1955, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes.
At the Church of AlIl Saints.
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Being seven different extents Rung on the front"six. Tenor 10} cvvt
*M argaret Mills .. . Treble W. Eric Critchley
«Gordon K. Chaddock .. 2 tJOHN Nutbrown 5
Fred Fisher ..o 3 Norman Chaddock Tenor
Conducted by N orman Chaddock.
*First peal of Bob Minor, T First Feal
Rung on St. Valentine’s Day and Old Candlemas Day

BELCHAMP ST. PAUL, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., Feb. 15, 1955, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes.
At the Church of St.

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR
Being seven different extents. Tenor 10} cwt.
William Cutmore ..Treble 1 G eorge W aterman 4
Samuel J. Twitchett .. 2 Urban W. Wildney.. .. 5

3 " Thomas Bird . Tenor
Conducted by Thomas Bird.

DERSINGHAM, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
At the Church of St. Nicholas,
On Wed., Feb. 16, 1955, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Seven variations of extents. Tenor 9 cwt. 8 Ib. in O

Rosemary Seabrook

G. E. Larner .. Treble John Wilson
Ernest A. Shipp . . 2 Chas. F. Tovell 5
Leslie Houghton .. 3 Cecil V. Ebberson .. Tenor

Conducted by Cecit V. Ebberson.

OWSLEBURY, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wed., Feb. 16, 1955, in 2 Hours and 46 Minutes.
At the Church of St.
A PEAL OF 5040 KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR
Being sevenextents (five callings). Tenor 9 cwt. 1 1b. in A

«Clive W. Barnes .. .. Treble *Raymond E. Finch
*D ereck C. Jackson .. 2 *Peter Nash ...
*M argaret E. L. Beamish 3 J. Michael Lakin ,Tenor

Conducted by J. Michael Lakin.
*First peal of Kent Minor.

THORNTON CURTIS. LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wed., Feb. 16, 1955, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
At the Church of St. Lawrence,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
Being one extent each of London and Cambridge Surprise, Oxford and
Kent Treble Bob, Double Court, Single Oxford and Plain Bob.

Tenor 17} cwit.
Arthur Crowder . ..Treble G eorge W. Moody .. .. 4
Ronald Chafer .. .. 2 Jack Bray .

................. 3 Philip Barnes
Conducted by Jack Bray.

DARLINGTON, CO. DURHAM.
THE DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION-
On Fri., Feb. 18, 1955 in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes.
At the Church of The Holy Trinit
A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR
Being seven 720's called differently. Tenor 6 cwt. 3 gqr. 9 Ib. in B flat
*Raymond W. Busby ..Treble I Richard BUSDY ivviiiiniinninnes
Robert T. Simpson . 2 W. Norman Park .. .. 5
Frederick W. Cooke .. 3 Roland Park
Conducted by Rotand Park.
e First peal. In memoriam the Rev. E. J. Simpson, M.A., Vicar
of this parish since 1947, who passed away Feb. 9th, 1955.

Harry Hall
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CHEDDINGTON, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Giles,

A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED MINOR
Being extents of (%Cambridge and Primrose Surprise, (2) Durham and
York Surprise, (3) Beverley and Surfleet Surprise, (4) London and Wells
Surprise, (5) St. Clement’s and Childwall Bob, (6) Double Oxford and
Thelwall Bob, (7) Double Bob and Plain Bob, with 125 changes of

method. Tenor 12" cwt.
Angela W illes . .. Treble Dennis Knox . 4
James G. Newman . 2 John W. V. Sinfield . 5
Robert L. Piron 3 Philip Mehew . Tenor

Condﬁcted by Dennis Knox.
First peal in 14 methods by all the band.

EDWINSTOWE, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes.

At the Church of St. Mary.

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR

Being seven different 720’ Tenor 6} cwt.
*Raymond Bullivant (16) Treble tH erbert T. Rooke .. 4
George Challans .. .. 2 Arnold H il 5
Alec Wilson .. 3 fDOUGLAS H. Rooke.. .. Tenor

. 'COhldUC’téd by Douglas H. Rooke,
*First peal at first attempt, ~ f 75th peal together.

GREAT WYMONDLEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
an extent each of Plain Bob, Oxford Bob, Double Oxford, St.
Clement’s, Cambridge Surprise, Kent and Oxford Treble Bob.

8i cwt.
John Church . Treblej Alfred C. Harris .. . 4
*Kenneth C. Timbury - 2 j Atfred W. Croft . .. 5
George Cherry R 3 | Peter W. Croft . .. Tenor

Conducted by Frank W. Croft.
* First_peal in seven methods. o
Rung for the wedding of Miss Awvril Virginia Waldock and Mr. Derek
Edward Poulton.

HEENE, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 34 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Botolph,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Being seven different extents. Tenor 10} cwt.
Harold C. Peskett .. .. Treble Henry C. Weaver .. .. 4
bhirley A. Richardson .. 2 G eorge Francis . - 5
Richard J. Witson .. .. 3 W. Leslie Weller .. ..Tenor
Conducted by George Francis.

LAMBERHURST, KENT.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Mary.

A PEAL OF 5040 PRIMROSE SURPRISE MINOR

Tenor 13 cwt.
Albert Relfe i, Treble Frederick J. Lambert .. 4
*Stanley J. Ponting - 2 Charles A. Bassett . 5

Wirttiam A. Kitchenside 3 Robert T. Lambert .. .. Tenor
Conducted by A lbert Relfe.
First Surprise peal ‘inside.” The ringer of the third has now com-
pleted the circle of this tower.

MAIDS MORETON, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 54 Minutes.

At the Church of St. Edmund.

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
'‘Comprising seven extents in eight methods, viz.: (1) Cambridge Sur-
Pnse, (2) Oxford and Kent Treble Bob, ﬁ3) Double Oxford, (4) St.

Clement’s, (5) Single Oxford, (6) Double Bob, (7) Plain Bob.
Tenor 11 cwt. approx.

Barry E. saunders.. .. Treble ‘Frederick Vickers . 4
Herbert H. Alexander .. 2 ‘George W. Holland .. 5
Avilllam A. Yates .. 3 Alan R.P inK v Tenor

m o Conddcted by Alan R. pink.
First peal in eight Minor methods. First peal on the bells.
Rung as a welcome lo the new incumbent. Rev. A. C. Bliss.
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GILLETT

AND

JOHNSTON

LIMITED

No matter in which corner of the country
you happen to be, as likely as not you
will come across Cillett & Johnston bells
or tower clocks. Gillett & Johnston crafts-
manship is embodied in an all-embracing
service — as much in the preservation
and restoration of old rings of antiquarian
interest as in the installation of new.

BELL FOUNDERS
AND

CLOCK M A KERS
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NEATH, GLAMORGANSHIRE.
THE SWANSEA AND BRECON DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Thomas,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES

Ten callings. Tenor 8 cwt.
‘Lawrence Oliver .. .. Treble ' Harry Boyce ... 4
‘John Galvin ., 2 j Edmund J. Morris .. 5
Gwyn |. Lewis e 3 J ‘Paul Asher ., Tenor

i .Conducted by Edmund J. Morris.
*First peal. First peal of Doubles as conductor.

ORSTON, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Being seven different extents of T2Q.  Tenor 9 cwt™l gr. 18 Ib. in A flat.
Arthur E. Hoodless .. Treble Clarence F. Briggs
Joan E. Hoodless .. .. 2 Allen Simpson .. . 5
Wittiam L. Exton .. *F. Wittiam Midwinter .. T€NOr
Conducted byAIIen Simpson.
*50th peal.
A birthday compliment to the ringers of the treble and 4th.

REDBOURN, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes.
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF 5040 SURPRISE MINOR
In seven methods, being one extent each of: Carlisle, Bourne, Beverleg
York, Cambridge. London and Norwich. Tenor 15 cwt. 3 gr. 181
Joe Hobbs Treble Wittiam J. Puddifoot
*Joyce Dodds 2 Augustin V. Good ' 5
Alick Cutler.. W alter Ayre. .. Tenor
Conducted by W alter Ayre.
*First of seven Surprise.
A pre-Lent peal.

ALDERTON, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
(Northampton Branch).

On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes.

t the Church of St. Margaret.
A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES
Being six extents each of All Saints. Reverse Canterbury Pleasure,
St. Colomb, Clifford’s Pleasure, April Day Old Bob and Plain Bob.
Tenor 7 cwt. 1 qr. 3 Ib.

«John E. Kin g i Treble 1 tANTHONY G. Osborne .. 3
fHarry E. Curtis .. . 2 | Kenneth D. Perkins .. 4
Alan C. Cozens .. Tenor

Conducted byAlan C. Cozens.
eFirst peal, t First peal ‘inside.’

GRAFTON UNDERWOOD. NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sun., Feb. 20, 1955, in 2 Hours and 6 Minutes.
At the Church of St. James.
A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES
Comprising 10 extents each of Reverse Canterbury Pleasure, St. Martin’s,
Plain Bob. and six extents each of Grandsire and St. Simon’s.
Tenor 7| cwt. in B flat.

Bryan S. Cope e, Treble | Leonard G. Toseland .. 3
Barrie Hendry . . 2 | Patrick |. Chapman.. .. 4
Bryan Pattlson Tenor

Conducted by Bryan Pattlson
The fastest peal on tower bells to be rung for the Guild.

WANLIP. LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sun., Feb. 20, 1955, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes.

At the Church of Our Lady and St. Nicholas,
A PEAL OF 5040 KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR
Tenor 7 cwt. 3 gr. 3 Ib.

cArthur Yates . Treble Ernest Morris . . 4
*Richard Bowles . 2 fowF.N T. Northwood - 5
*David H. Baker o 3 Peter R. Johnson .. .. Tenor

Conducted b Peter R. Johnson.
« First peal, t First peal of Minor “inside.” First peal in the method
as conductor. First peal on the bells.
Rung to welcome the new Rector, the Rev. A. A. Lander, A.K.C.
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OCKBROOK, DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Mon., Feb. 21, 1955, in 2 Hours and 28 Minutes.
At the Church of All Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
Being two extents each of Oxford Treble Bob and Kent Treble Bob, and

three of Plain Bob. Tenor 9 cwt.
«John F. Murfin (13) . Treble | John S. Harrison 4
Elisabeth Grime | Alan Taylor .. 5

P 3 Derek P. Jones . .. Tenor
Conducted by Derek P. Jones.
*First peal, including Treble Bob.
Rung to mark the wedding of Miss Joan BalIeK sister of Mauric*
Bailey, to Mr. Maurice Dalton. Also a 21st birthday compliment to
David J. Marshall, of Bristol University Society.

M aurice Bailey

WHITWICK, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Mon., Feb. 21, 1955 in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes.
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB DOUBLES
Forty -two extents, four callings Tenor 11 cwt. 3 gr. 12 Ib."
‘James A. Lord A reble John Hawtin 4
tREGINALD Upton .. .. 2 John A. Underwood . 5
*Donald W hite .. 3 G eorge Howlett .. Tenor
Conducted byJohn A. Underwood.
« First peal, t First peal ‘inside.”
hRung as a wedding compliment to John Rex Witham, a ringer at this
church

HARDWICKE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE
On Tues., Feb. 22, 1955, in 2 Hours and 44 Minutes.
t the Church of St. Nicholas.

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES
Being 42 extents. Tenor 11 cwt. 3 gr. 18 Ib

«Sidney J. Pugh .. .. Treble Harry Worrall
fPAUL Williams .. .. 2 R. Gordon Corby .. .. 5 *
Frederick E. T. Tranter 3 tlJeremy Cobb .viiviiiiinn Tenor

Conducted by Frederick E. T. Tranter.
*First peal away from tenor, t First peal. First peal as conductor.

WIGTOFT, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
(Eastern Branch).
On Tues., Feb. 22, 1955, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes.
At the Church of SS. Peter and Paul,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR

Beln% one extent each of Childwall, St. Clement’s, Double Oxford,
Cambridge Surprise, Oxford Treble Bob, Kent Treble Bob and Plai*
Tenor 7 cwt. 3 qr

Robert Bamber ..Treble Donovan R. White ..
Arthur Young R 2 Leslie Taylor ... 5
Joseph W. Bailey .. 3 I Atvert E. Fratters .. Tenor

i Conducted 'E)X Albert E Flatters.
A birthday compliment to Miss Jean Bailey.

HANDBELL PEALS

CAMBRIDGE.
THE CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 19, 1955, in 2 Hours and 15 Minutes.
In Queens’ College.
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor size 13 in E
¢J. D. Painter (Caius) .. 121 W.T. cook (Jesus) 54
¢J. H. Fietden (St. Cath’s).. 3-4 ! *B. J. Stafford (Queens’) .. 74
Com osed by E. M. Atkins (st. Cath’s). Conducted by W. T. Coot.
irst peal of Major “in hand.” First of Major as conductor.

NORTHFLEET, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Mon., Feb. 21 1955 in 2 Hours and 36 Minutes.
51 Dover Ro
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part. Tenor size 15 in O.
*Trevor A. Cross 1-2 1 tGEORGE J. Butcher ..
«Cyril S. Jarrett .. 34 1 {John Burles
Conducted b George J. Butcher.
*First peal of Triples * and.” 't First peal of Triples with an
“inside * pair. J First peal |n hand.” First peal of Triples *in hand’
as conductor.
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KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION
Lewisham District at Greenwich

After enjoying ringing of the reconstructed
ring of ten bells at St. Alfege’s Church, Green-
wich, the congregation of 80 present at the
service of the Lewisham District quarterly meet-
ing admired the magnificently restored ‘interior
of the church. The pleasant service, conducted
by the Vicar, will long be remembered by those
fortunate enoulg__;h to be present. The lesson was
read by Mr. E. Barnett. The Vicar’s address
was short, apt and interesting and included a
warm welcome to Greenwich.

High tea for a company of 71 was served in
St. Alfege’s Parish Hall. © The culinary art of
Mrs. Bullard and the efficient service by her
assistants were very much appreciated.

The Vicar (the Rev. C. S. Nason) presided
at the business meeting. Welcoming members
to Greenwich, he thanked the Association for
its aid to the Bell Restoration Fund and for
assistance _in training a band of ringers, es-
Bemally, in this last connection, Messrs. J.

afters, G. H. Daynes and the ringers of St.
Mary’s, Lewisham.

Fourteen ringers were elected members of
the Association and one election was ratified.

Mr. A. J. Richards, District representative,
read a report of proceedings at a general com-
mittee meeting held at Maidstone on November
27th, and moved its adoption. The report was
adopted with a vote of thanks to Mr. Richards
for his able composition. Cudham was chosen
as the place of the next meeting, to be held
on Saturday, April 30th. Cordial votes of
thanks to the Vicar, Mrs. Bullard, her willing
assistants and to local officials concluded the
business.

Further ringing was ably superintended b
Mr. J. Cannel?. g y stp Y
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AN AMBITION ACHIEVED

Ernest Morris, of St. Margaret’s, Leicester,
has—after 40 years’ endeavour—achieved his
ambition to ring a full peal in e,ver%_possnble
tower with five bells and over in his native
county. In Leicestershire there are 137 towers
that fall into this catelgory, .and, of these four
are impossible for peal ringing in their present
condition, At Church Langton (8) the folly
of allowing a clock-making firm to hang a
good ring Is evident, for although the frame
IS strong, it is so constructed that it is im-
?033|ble to ring the bells in full swing. Staple-
ord (6) bells hang *dead.” Shawell and Skef-
fington " (5 each) are (}Ulte impossible as they
are at Fresent. Theretore, Ernest Morris has
—with the peal at Wanlip—rung a full 5,000 in
133 towers in his home county. The 137 rings
are composed of 2 of 13; 4 of 10; 41 of 8;
56 of 6; 34 of 5. No_ one else has yet accom-
plished this number in one county, although
practically all (save Rutland) must have many
more towers available.

Gratefully Acknowledged

The Editorial Committee acknowledge with
gratitude the followm% donations to meet the
cost of producing ‘The Ringing World *;—

Personal.—W. A. J. K. 2s. 6d., Essex County
Association £2 2s.

Peals.—Great Wymondley 2s., Walsall 2s. 6d.,
Orston 3s.

Quarter Peals.—Walthamstow 4s., Axbridge
2s., Kingsdor. 3s., Dunmow 2s. 6d., Mitcham
3s,, Payhembury Is., Camberwell 3s., Burnham-
on-Crouch 3s.,”Upper Clapton 2s. and Is. 6d.,
Hawkley 2s., Walthamstow 3s. 6d., Long Sut-
ton 2s.” 6d., Isleworth 2s., Northiam 3s., Up-
wey 2s. 6d., Dover 2s. 6d., Heston 2s. 6d.
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GUILD of DEVONSHIRE RINGERS

N.W. Branch at Ashwater

In, spite.of deep snow and icy roads, en-
thusiastic ringers from BrldPruIe, erton, Oke-
hampton, Petrockstowe Plymouth, Pyworthy,

Stratton and those of the local tower attended
the annual meeting of the branch on February
19th. We were all pleased to meet our old
;rlend, Mr. R. H. Moon, who did so much
or us.

The service. was conducted by the Rector,
the Rev. R. J. D. Newhouse, who in a very
helpful address stressed that ringers are a_part
of the body of the Church and have a ministry.
He gave the branch a hearty welcome. r.
A. E. Moon (lay reader) read the lesson.

After an excellent tea, provided by the local
ladies, including Mrs. Newhouse, Mrs. Moon
and Mrs. Gubb, Mr. F. C. Smale took the
chair. Mr. J. W. Sangwin reported that the
balance in_hand was over £7 and there were 38
members in the branch. The summer meeting
at Holsworthy was a success. One new mem-
ber was elected.

The Rev. W. H. Ravenhill was re-elected as
chairman with Mr. J. W. Sangwin as secretar
and treasurer (for the 25th time). Mr. C.
Sangwin was made_ Ringing Master ‘in place of
Mr.” Fred Sangwin, now living at Combe
Martin. Messrs.”R. Collacot, R. G. Pearce and
W. H. R. Smale became representatives to the
General Committee of the Guild. It was agreed
that the summer meeting be held at Holsworthy
in July and the annual in November at Petrock-
stowe. The Rector and the organist, Mr. Moon
and the ladies were thanked for all they had
done to make the meeting so successful.

F.C. S

ohn Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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In 1805 Richard Sharp, sen.,

rang the treble in the first peal RFTFRY
on the bells at Borden, Kent.
In the peal of Grandsire Triples on Februar
19th, the same bell was run his great-grea -
granddaughter, Miss Emily B. P. Walker, daugh-
ter of Mr. W. J. Walker, the well-known Kent
ringer.

Mr. Walter Ayre’s peal at Apsley was his
350th as conductor.

Miss G. Newcombe, of Edmonton, has been
elected ‘Ringing World * representative for the
North and East District of the Middlesex As-
sociation.

Golden wedding congratulations to Mr. and
Mrs. A. Harding, of South Ealing. Mr. Hard-
|nfg rang the tenor to a quarter peal in honour
of the occasion.

DesEite the heavy snow, Miss J. Armstron
rang the ‘Pancake Bell ° at Morpeth Watc
Tower on Shrove Tuesday and so preserved an
ancient custom.

We are informed that an order has been
laced for the ring of five at Napton-on-the-
ill, Warwickshire (tenor 11 cwt.), to be over-
hauled. An order is shortly to be placed for
ra]nother Warwickshire five, Honiley, to be re-
ung.

Mr. C. A. Hughes, Master of the Northern
District of the London County Association, and
Mrs. Hughes entertained the band who rang the

eal at Woodford on February 19th, to tea.

heir kindness was much appreciated.

The old brigade are carrying on with the
London Counties Association. At the annual
meeting on February 13th Mr. T. H. Taffender
was re-elected Master, Mr. H. W. Rogers sec-
retary, with Mr. Wilfrid G, Wilson and Mrs.
Rogers as assistant_secretaries. A report will
appear in our next issue.
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Warborough, Oxford, is (t)?
GOSSIP be augmented to a rin

) eight. “In response to a hope
expressed in the Parish Magazine last month
that two new trebles would be added, the Vicar
has been offered anonymously the two bells
necessary to make the octave.

The tenor ringer of the peal of Grandstre
Caters at Nottingham on February 5th (pa}ge 3\8)
was Mr. A. E. Hoodless, and not Mr. A. W.
Hoodless.

Mr. A. Pat Cannon has had a bad start in his
ﬁeal ringing attempts this year. In nine weeks
e has only scored two peals—two cancella-
tions and three failures have been his lot.

Mr. Gordon K. Chaddock, aged 17, has now
rung Plain Bob Minolr, Major, Royal and
Maximus to peals all conducted by his god-
father, Uncle Norman Chaddock.

The recast ring of eight bells at St. Mary’s,
Deane, Bolton, ‘was dedicated on February
12th. _The contract was carried out by Messrs.
John Taylor and Co.

Twelve College Youths met at Southwark
Cathedral last Saturday to attem{)t a peal of
Stedman Cinques in "honour of the bi-cen-
tenarg of the St. Martin’s Guild. All were
members of both Societies, and a composition
of Heiyy Johnson had been chosen. Just be-
fore the half-way was reached it was noticed
that the tenor rope was giving out below the
sally. As the conductor called *Stand,” the
last strand parted, and so what promised to be
a peal worthy of both Societies came to an
untimely end.” Those taking wrt were: J. Phil-
lips 1, J. T. Smallwood 2, W. Williams_3, J.
Chilcott (conductor) 4, F. E. Darby 5 G. W.
Cecil 6, J. S. Mason 7, A. B. Peck 8, P. Chalk
9, J. Crampion 10, M. Chilcott 11, J. A. Prior
12.
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TOPIC FOR THE MONTH -

‘Blue Book’ and ‘Register’

OU couldn’t be blamed if you failed to
spot the topical subject implied in this
title, for the phrase relates to the solution
rather than to its related problem. It s
closely allied, however, to last month’ topic,
which dealt with the relation between length
and toleration of peals. It is, in fact, the
much debated question of whether certain
methods should find official favour for peal
attempts, and what degree of recognition should
be accorded to peals rung in such methods.
The article seeks to provoke thought towards
crystallising opinion on these matters.

As in most fields of interest and activity to-
day, so in ringing, any realistic change or re-
form cails_for fundamental rather than super-
ficial consideration and treatment. It is all in
keeping with the modern outlook—the trend
of streamlining our work and our play. The
Exercise will derive little satisfaction “in these
specific problems so long as we continue merely
to argue about the merits and demerits of any

articular method, or group of methods, in re-
ation to peal-rmgmg. There is here a big and
highly important job to be done, radically and
comprehensively; © so that, in reaching de-
cisions, allowance must be made, as far as
Eossmle, for future trend and development.
ar from the concept of finality having been
reached in method design (and therefore also in
composition), research in_this field since the
war has shown wide possibilities of novelty in
structure. Of this, perhaps, more may be ‘said
in a subsequent article.

It may come as a shock to us, when we think
about it, to realise that though the Exercise
has an elected advisory body—the Central Coun-
cil—to whom it looks for official pronounce-
ments on guidance on ringing matters, yet:—

(@ There exists no comprehensive ‘cata-
Iofgue’ of officially recognised methods, and
of stage forms of éach of those methods, duly
classified and indexed; so as to be readily
ibdentifiable by say, an *official > index num-
er.

(b) While performances have to be *ac-
ceptable * to the Central Council for inclu-
sion in the Peals Analysis, the lack, as in (a)
foregoing, persists and there remains no
authenticated tally of all such peals rung.
As to (a) above,'there are, of course, Central

Council and other ﬁublications of * Collections ’
«of methods; but the logical issue seems to be
that if the practice of ‘exclusion’ from the
Central Council annual Peals Analysis is to
be generally acceptable as ‘legal and binding ’
and without equivocation, then, beyond the
resent rather arguable dicta about certain
nethods not being acceptable, there must be a
more authoritative, and in some respects in-
formative, kind of *statute book ’ of methods;
a Methods “ Blue Book,” if you like.

As to (b) above, it is true, of course, that
Peal performances are published in this paper
and that peal records exist in the ringin
mGuilds and Associations; and it is right an
necessary that they should be so recorded. But
« seems a natural corollary that if there is a
recognised authority for ~ the approval of
methods, in which may be rung peals that_are
to qualify for official record in summarised
statistics, then there should be an official re-
cord (in main data only, perhaé)s) of all peals
duly run%( in such methods; a Peals ‘Register,’
“ you like.

The more thought wc give to these ideas the
®ore certain will the majority of us realise_that
*ue longer the deferment of these compilations,
*e greater will grow the two main difficulties
arising, namely:—

(1) The question of qualification of extant
methods, and any extant or potential stage
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variations of each, for inclusion in the ‘Blue

Book.” (New methods can be added as ap-

proved.)

@ .
maintaining, the ‘Register.’

Still, the difficulties are by no means in-
superable; and the advantages (one might
almost say the essential uses) may be shown
to be beyond question.

It is important, at this stage, to realise that
the ‘ Blue Book ’ and ‘ Register ’ in their pro-
posed formats (which are visualised as bein
mainly of the form of one-line entrles?, woul
not and could not sugi)lant or replace the
existing forms of publication and record.
Rather would the latter be complementary to
the former—the Central Council Collections_ of
Methods to the Blue Book, and ‘The Ringing
World * and Association reports to the Register.
The utility of each would enhance that of the
other. Consider first, however, the question of
compilation.

THE BLUE BOOK

Earlier, it was stressed that this important
job calls for *radical and comprehensive treat-
ment.”  Before the Blue Book could be com-
piled there would necessarily be, Frellmmary
work (arising from the controversial issues re-
cently ~discussed by correspondents in these
pages), and resulting in a review and restate-
ment of the presentlx agreed principles of
method structure. This would devolve upon
the Methods Committee of the time, of course;
but their proposals would have to be drawn in
well defined terms, and logically and 5|mpI?/
stated and published well in advance of the ul-
timate Central Council consideration; so that
representatives could vote informedly and with
complete satisfaction to themselves and their
constituents.  These decisions could then be
set_out in the preamble of the Book. A re-
vision of method classification is necessary, too,
preferably in the direction of simplicity. It is
unnecessary and indeed impractical at this stage
to attempt a detailed exposition of all this; al-
though a satisfactory lay-out has been worked
out on the *loop-hole-proof’ and intelligible
lines.

The cataloguing of the methods, however,
would be based on the revised classification,
and the numbering of the methods would follow
accordingly.

Only such methods, and such stages of each,
as comply with the accepted ﬁrinmples would
qualify for inclusion; and each would receive
its specific ‘ Blue Book ’ official code number.
The one-line entry for cach method would in-
dicate also the stage of its basic form and its
other accepted stages. (The actual design or
figures of the basic and other stages would not
appear, these being given in the Central Coun-
cil' * Collections,” as now.) A method, or any
of its stages, not included, would not have any
eal performance in it recognised as qualifying
or entry in the Register; though such perfor-
mances = might still' be published in" ‘The
Ringing World * and in Association reports.
In this way_freedom of choice would remain
to the individual band, to ‘peal ’ whatever it
pleased and publish it; but the collective de-
cision of the whole Exercise in technical pre-
ferences as to methods would be exclusively
maintained, and indeed endorsed, by the quali-
fied entries in the Register.

All published methods would find an entry
in the 'index of the Blue Book, either by name
or collection number; and those not qualifying
would be marked (say with an ‘X ’) as *ex-
cluded,” and would not appear in the one-line
entries positions. Thus the intending conductor
would have a sure guide as to the *status’ of
his method. New methods and/or stages would
be notified in ‘The Ringing World * as accept-
able or otherwise, and If the former, with the
next serial number (according to class) allotted.

The initiation of, and the manner of
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Correction _leaflets, giving addenda, and de-
letions if * Decisions * so varied things, would be
published annually, bringing held copies up to
date. A reprint, to cover all amendments,
might be published, say, every five or seven
years. All District secretaries of Associations
would be urged to hold a copy, and no doubt
most conductors would require one for per-
sonal reference.
THE REGISTER

Here a number of concomitant new ideas
should make for easier and more efficient work-
ing of the machinery of recording peals. First
it is suggested that a new office should be
created within the Central Council—that of
Registrar of Peals. He would hold and_main-
tain the Register, which would be compiled in
volumes, each covering, say, three- or five-year
periods. The current volume would be started
at the ensuing January, and those for the past
made up gradually. ~Each volume would be
identified by the“numbers of the years to which
it related. " Entries would be ‘made by the
Registrar in order of receipt, receiving thé next
serial number. Each series starts afresh for
each year, and each number in the series is pre-
fixed by the year. Thus, towards the close of
next yeéar, for example, a typical registration
number might be ‘1956/908. This number
then positively identifies this one peal among
all other officially recorded peals ever runﬂ.
The next entry on the line would be, the month,
then the date; then, following across the double
[Il_age, and possibly in this order—Parish, County,

ower, Association, Method Code Number
(from Blue Book), Number of Changes, Com-
osition, Conductor, and Notes. (The Code

umber gives the stage also.)

The tie-up, in_ recording,” from Conductor,
through Association, to Registrar, and on to
‘The ~ Ringing World * publication, could be
effected quite simply and surely in some such
waB/ as_the following:—

eal Report forms.—These should help every-
body concerned. First the Central Council
would have printed a number (say 5,000) in
quite simple yet standard form, ensuring unifor-
mity and completeness, with two entry-spaces
that are new; one for the Blue Book number
of the (acceptable) method, and the other for
the Regtl)ster entrg number. The stock of forms
would be held by the Registrar and obtained
from him at, say, 3d. a dozen post free. The
Conductor now simply fills up the spaces, and
with a bit of carbon paper he does two copies
at once. These he passes immediately to his
Association Peals Secretary. The _latter re-
tains one for Association records. Each week,
say, on_Mondays, he sends off the other cop:
(or copies if more than one peal has come in
to the Registrar. The latter, if the method be
in the Blue Book enters its number in _the
form, together with the next serial Register
number. He then copies the essential particu-
lars into the Register. Once a week, say on
Thursdays, he sends on to ‘ The Ringing World ’
all forms he has received, whether he has trans-
cribed them or not, and thus they get to the
journal in standard form and marked as to
whether they are registered peals or not. Thus
all performances get published, even ‘num-
bered versions ’ of ‘extensions for instance; but
only ‘accepted ’ methods and their natural ex-
tensions are registered. The Registrar will thus
have helﬁed, too, the peals analysis officers in
their task, since ‘The Ringing” World * pub-
lication will indicate the ‘regular’ peals at a
glance.

Previous records.—As to the opening of the
Register volumes for all time prior to the cur-
rent volume, this large task would take con-
siderable time, of course, and would be under-
taken bg others than the Registrar. It would
no doubt be brought within reasonably easy
ras b% access that might be kindly granted

the Rev, K. W. H. Felstead, to the results

of his multitudinous_labours of love, in check-

ing all extant published records of peals to
(Continued next page'
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SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION

Matters Discussed by Southern
Division

The annual meeting of the Southern Division
took place at St. Mary’s, Shoreham, on Feb-
ruary 19th with an attendance of over 50, re-
presenting 17 towers. The service was con-
ducted by the Vicar (the Rev. F. S. W.
Simpson). .

Tea was taken_in the Church Hall, at the
conclusion of which Mr. and Mrs. Pike, Miss
J. Pike and other helpers were thanked for
Breparmg such a delightful meal. Prior to the
usiness meetm(t;, at which the Vicar presided,
the secretary stated he had received a letter
from the Master (Mr. S. E. Armstrong?_| apolo-
gising for his unavoidable absence. e also
expressed thanks to the Vicar for conducting
the service, and to the organist for giving his
services.

The balance sheet and secretary’s report were
adooted and the following officers were elected:
Ringing Master, Mr. J.” Dearlove; secretary,
Mr.” C. W. Linington; committee. Mr. S. W.
Brown, Miss J. Pike; hon. auditor, Mr. H.
Stalnam. Seven new members and one non-
resident member were elected to the Associa-
tion.

Under ‘Any other business’ the question
arose as_to when the pr?j)osed badges for the
Association would be ready. Mr. R. W. Percy
(hon. general secretary) said he was awaiting the
approximate numbers required by the Divisions,
as the cost of making the badges depended en-
tirel¥ upon the number ordered.

‘The Ringing World * was also discussed at
length. It ‘was reported that some members
had withdrawn their subscription following the
increase in price. The raising of the price from
4d. to 6d. was deprecated, and considered not
to be the remedy to make the publication pay.

It was suggested that peals should be "a
secondary feature. To a learner it was rather
frl%htenln]g on opening his newly-acquired copy
to be confronted with a formidable list of peals.
It was agreed that more articles apf)ertaining to
towers and bells would be welcomed and,
when possible, illustrated; also articles should
appear on ringing which would be within the
scope of the younger and less advanced ringer.

Mention was made of the recent operatic con-
tribution to *The Ringing World * by a young
ringer of the Keymer band. He was heartily
congratulated by all present. . W. L.

Northern Division at Horsham

The Northern Division held its annual meet-
ing at Horsham on February 5th with 40
members ﬁresent. The Vicar {the Rev. R. C.
O. Goodchild) conducted the Association form
of service. Mrs. Rapley was re-elected secre-
tary, and the Ringing Master for the coming
year will be Mr. George Jennings. The com-
mittee and auditor. were re-elected. .

Under the heading of any other business
a lengthy discussion took place on a motion
made by Mr. Fosberry and seconded by Mr.
Stilwell that the meeting deprecated the at-
titude of *The Ringing World * towards articles
of instruction for learners, as stated on the
front page of the issue dated October 22nd last.

Also another Iengthg discussion took place
on_the ringing of the bells at Danehill.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks_to
the Vicar, organist, secretary and Rlnglng
Master. E. R.

TOPIC FOR THE MONTH—Cont.

date. In compiling those volumes the accep-

tance or rejection of performances would be

governed by the Central Council conditions

ruling at the times of the peals; and peals

would be identified by the name of the method

ap%Iylng or authorised at that time. A.Y.-B.
rief comments welcome.—Ed.

THE RINGING WORLD

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
ASSOCIATION

North and East District Report
Progress

Members and friends attending the annual
meeting of the North and East District at
Bishopsgate on February 12th became more en-
lightened in the history of London and of St.
Botolph’s Church as the result of an address
by Prebendary Treacher. It was a successful
occasion from all aspects, and thanks_are due
to all concerned who contributed to this factor.
Ringing took place at Clerkenwell in the after-
noon and at Bishopsgate in the afternoon and
evening. Among the welcomed visitors were
Miss F. Brown from Melbourne, Australia, and
Miss V. Willard, who has recently returned
from that country.

At the business meeting the chair was occu-
pied by Mr. H Hart, vice-president, who
reminded the 44 members present of the recent
death of the Rev. P. Gough, Rector of Acton
and president in office. In addition, the deaths
of the Rev. C. S. Durham, Vicar of Harrow
Weald, B. F. Tubb, Finchley, and R. P. Crump,
Hornsey, were referred to, and the meeting
stood in silent tribute to the memory of these
past members.

. All the retiring officers received the con-
fidence of the meeting in being re-elected, but
owing to the departure of R.” H. Begrie and
P. J. Coward, Miss R. Foreman and J. R.
Mayne were elected to the District Committee.

The hon. secretary, in his annual report,
stated_that twelve méetings had been arranged
and ringing in various other towers had been
organised. ~ Attendance at meetings, however,
had been greatly increased by Tringers who
reside outside the area of the Association, and
greater support from resident members was
called for. Five members had been lost through
death. New members elected comprised one
honorary life, seven non-resident life and 28
rmgmg members. A total of 94 quarter peals
had been rung in the several towers, Harrow
Weald leading easily—in quality and quantity
—with 27. The report concludéd by recording
with pleasure that the new young band at Edg-
ware, having received instruction from Mr. and
Mrs. and John Mayne, had become members of
the Association, and several new members at
Edmonton, Harrow-on-the-Hill and Stepney had
recently been elected.

. The statement of accounts, which showed an
improved balance, provided for a sum of £33
4s. 9d. to be carried to the Central Fund.

The election of the following 30 new mem-
bers then took place: J. D. Duggan and R.
Wood. St. Andrew’s, Enfield; J. M. Bailey, W.
Dorrell and the Misses C. Borst, S. H. Dorey,
J. Gossling, J. Ransley and B. Woodward,
Harrow-on-the-Hill; N. K. Solomon and Miss
J. Balggott, Hendon; M. Chamberlain, G. Ellis,
P. Flint, J. G. Morgan, D. Saunders, J. C.
Taylor, J. Voss, Miss E. Little and Miss J.
Smith, Kingsbury; Miss M. Tomlin, Stamford
Hill; Miss W. Brindley and Miss D. Ward,
Stanmore; H. A, A. C.'and Mrs. H. A. Martin,
A. P. Pearson, Willesden; W. Jarvis, Harringay,
unattached, all as ringing members; and Miss
B. Marks, Knebworth, 'and P. L. Baycock,
North Mymms, as non-resident life members.

A programme of %ropo_sed_ ringing meetings
as recommended by the District Committee was
agreed to, and this included joint meetmﬁs
with the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths
and the Essex Association.

Miss G. Newcombe, Edmonton, was elected
to be a representative of ‘The Rl_nglng World ’
in the northern part of the district, to replace
P. J. Coward. Other business dealt with in-
cluded three recommendations to the Central
Committee, with proposals for consideration at
the annual general meeting of the Association.

A vote of thanks to Preb. Treacher, the
Rev. —. Browne, Mrs. E. Davis, Mr,, Mrs. and
Miss Prockson and all who had assisted in the
arrangements was passed with acclamation.

March 4, 1955

DEDICATION

ARDLEIGH, ESSEX

After being silent since last September, the
bells of St. Mary the Virgin’s, Ardleigh, were
heard once again on Saturday, February 5th
when they were rededicated by the Bishop o
Colchester (Rt. Rev. F. D. V. Narborough) in
the_ presence of a large congregation of
parishioners and ringers from Essex and Suffolk.
- No major work had been done on the bells
since 1892, when the present wooden frame
was put in by H. Bowell, of Ipswich, who also
had the fifth recast and added two trebles to
complete the octave, and last winter it was
decided that it was time Ardleigh had a more
musical and better going ring after all those
years.

The work was entrusted to Messrs. John
Taylor and_ Co., of Loughborough, who decided
that the fine-toned pre-Reformation tenor by
Robert Burford, circa .1415, should be retained
as the basis of a new octave; all the other bells
with the exception of the third by John Darbie,
1676, were to be recast.

Thanks largely to the enthusiasm and enerﬂy

of the tower captain, Mr. Felix Erith, the
work of raising the large sum of nearly 1,20ft
required for the work proceeded steadll%/.last
¥ear, and a very generous grant was obtained
rom the Trustees of the Barron Bell Trust*
which removed any doubts that the work could,
be put in hand at an early date.
_ The eight bells have been_rehung on_new
iron headstocks and ball bearings, the original
frame was found to be in excellent condition
and retained, but all other fittings have been
renewed and the bell chamber thoroughly
cleaned out.

All the old inscriptions on the bells have

been reproduced; in addition, the seventh bears
the names of the founder of the Barron Trust
and of the three trustees, while the sixth has
the names of the Vicar, churchwardens and
captain of the ringers. The weight of the tenor
is 13i cwt.
. The representative gathering at the service
included Messrs. W. Eldred and J. R-
Pennell (Barron Fund Trustees), Mr. R. C.
Heazel (Master, Essex Association), Miss H. G.
Snowden (Master, North Division), Mr. H. J-
Millatt (Master, North Division), Mr. C. W.
Pipe (general secretary, Suffolk Guild), Mr. J.
Gould ~ (secretary, North-East Division), and
manﬁ others, while Mr. John Fidler repréesented
the bell founders.

The_service was conducted by the Vicar (the
Rev. G. D. Leonard), the Rev. Mr. Biddlecombe
(Rector of Polstead) acted as Bishop’ chaplain,
and the lesson was read by Mr. R. C. Heazel.
Durln%;Nthe singing of the "hymn, ‘Unchanging
God, Who livest,” the Bishop, clergy and choir
ﬁroceeded to the tower, where the Bishop was

anded the ropes and blessed the bells In the
followmﬁ words: ‘ In the faith of Jesus Christ
and to the Glory of God, we bless and dedicate
these bells. In"the Name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Amen.’

After the dedication prayers the bells were
rung to rounds by members of the local com-
pany, while immediately after_the service the
opening touch of 216 Stedman Triples was rung
b¥ a representative band, followed by a course
of Plain Bob Major by the local ringers.

A splendid buffet tea had been arranged i»
the Vicar’s room by Mrs. F. Erith, assisted by
other ladies of thé parish, while during the
evening coffee and cakes were served to_ all whe»
required them. The bells were kept going until
9 p.m., under the direction of the Master (Mr.
H. J. Millatt), who arranged a wide variety of
ringing to suit all tastes, ranging from call-
changes to London and Bristol Surprise Major.

The unanimous opinion of all who tried the
bells was that Messrs. Taylor’s had done aa
excellent job in blending the old tenor with
the new bells, and Ardlelgh NOW pPOSSesses an
octave which for tone and ‘go’ are equal to
any in North-East Essex.
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LETTERS TO

CATERING FOR BEGINNERS
Dear Sir,—Following the annual meeting of
the Western Division of the Sussex County
Association on February 12th, 1955, | have to
convey to you and your Editorial Committee
the following resolution which was passed
mnanimously at that meeting:—

‘That this meeting, while it appreciates the
ood work carried out by the Editor of * The
inging  World ” and his committee, cannot
agree with his attitude towards articles of in-
struction for learners as stated in “ The Ring-
ing World ” dated October 22nd, 1954, and
earnestly requests him to consider such articles
to be a very necessary part of “ The Ringing
World ” if it is to fulfil its function of being
a magazine for all ringers.’—Yours faithfully,
W. LESLIE WELLER.
Hon. Div. Sec., Western Division.

{Note.—In 1952 and 1953 we published a
series of 36 articles for beginners. reasonable
lapse of time must take place before the series
can be repeated. We always welcome short
kints that experience has proved to be helpful,
and have hopes that a reader would provide us
with a weekly hint. The editorial referred to a
treatise in theé form of a text book.—Ed.]

BOB TRIPLES

Dear Sir—Paragraph (3%/ of Mr. Felstead’s
letter in_“The Ringing World’ of February
25th reminds me that no one responded to the
invitation contained in my letter (published in
%/our issue of October 15th last) and claimed
hat he was the brains behind the suggestion
that the Analysis Committee should cut out
Bob Triples.

I now note with interest that the Methods
Committee (as a committee a{l)_pz_irently _dis-
claims any hand in the matter. This disclaimer
and the ‘silence of the individual concerned
strengthen m){ sqsplcmn that his motives were
mot entirely altruistic.—Yours faithfully,

G. L. GROVER.

East Clandon, Surrey.

(Note.—A peal_in this method is recorded on
Page 131, in which a member of the Central
Council participated.—Ed.]

NEW SURPRISE MAJOR METHODS

Dear Sir,—In view of the recent spate of
mew Surprise Major methods, would it not be
possible ‘for conductors to include the figures
of the method (in Carter’s notation) in the
footnotes of the peal? This would be of great
essistance to those who, like myself, keep re-
cords of Surprise Major methods.

Incidentally, can anyone supply the figures
of Evington and Imberhorne u_rprlse_Ma+or,
meither of which have | seen published in *The
Ringing World *?—Yours faithfully,

DENNIS KNOX.

Dunstable, Beds.

[Note.—We cannot entertain extending our
footnotes unless the number of peals rqng drops
considerably. We would be able to_find room
for new methods in Carter’s notation in the
tame issue.—Ed.]

WHOSE COMPOSITION?
_Dear Sir,—In *The Ringing World ’ pub-
lished February 4th, 1955, on page 68 Is a
composition of 5,040 Spliced Cambridge and
Yorkshire Surprise Royal by C. Kenneth Lewis.
Now | have in_my records a composition by
F. E. Darby which’is identical and which | am
in the near future going to call to Oakham
Royal. Please would either Mr. Lewis or Mr.
Darby let me know who claims this composi-
tion?—Yours sincerely,
W. ROGERS.

Rotherfield, Sussex.

THE RINGING WORLD

THE EDITOR

BELLS OF RADNORSHIRE

Dear Sir,—I sincerely hope that in due course
Mr. Felstead will write an article on *Peal
Ringing in Radnorshire ’ and that Presteigne
will be included. If the towers are few, they
are worth recognition.

May | remind Mr. Benson that there used to
be nine rings of bells of five and upwards in
his county — viz., two _eights, Knighton and
Presteigne; four sixes, Old” Radnor, New Rad-
nor, Nantmel and Llanfihangel Rhydithon
&sometlmes spelt Rhyd leithon); and three fives,

lyro, Llanbadarn Fawr and Gladestry—the last
meéntioned are unringable.—Yours sincerely,

LESLIE EVANS.
Eardisland, Herefords.

ST. ANDREW’S, RUGBY

Dear Sir,—I feel the readers of ‘ The Ringing
World > may be interested to learn that the
rm% of elgiht at St. Andrew’s Church are soon
to be available again for ringing.

In 1948 the ringing of the eight in the new

tower was discontinued owing to the very poor
‘go’ of the bells, and since that date regular
rmgmlg has been continued on the five bells in
the old tower at the west end of the church—
Rugby Parish Church is unique in having two
separate rings_of bells. .
_The work in the new tower comprises the
fitting of the 2nd, 5th and tenor on ball bear-
ings and the lowering of the whole frame 20ft.
in~ the tower. This will considerably decrease
the sway of the tower and also reduce the
volume of sound in the main street below.

It is hoped that this work, which is to be
carried out by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank,
will be completed by Whitsun—Yours faith-

fully,
D. J. PITSTOW.
Rugby.
JOSHUA SHORT
Dear Sir,—Earl

last é/ear I had a communi-
A. Butcher, of Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire, referring to an article of mine
in “The Birmingham Post.” He informed me
that he had in his possession a vellum setting
out the account of a long Real of Bob Major
at Aston in 1788, and that he also possessed a
portrait in oils of Joshua Short, the old Aston
ringer. You may imagine that | was é;reatly
interested, especially in the picture, and after
some correspondence and negotiation, during
which time Mr. Butcher moved to North Wales,
| secured the portrait and the vellum on per-
manent loan to St. Martin’s Guild. 1 also
found out that Mr. Butcher was great-great-
great-grandson of Joshua.

The portrait is a fine one, and shows a large-
faced, genial but shrewd old gentleman, one
whose appearance well confirms™ his reputation
for_great physical strength and conviviality.

The vellum is an interesting survival. "It is
a print from the elaborately designed plate used
by the Society for printingits invitations to the
annual feast.” It is inscribed as follows:—

‘On the 29th day of September, 1788, was
rung at Saint Peter”and Paul’s Church, Aston,
a peal of Bob Major consisting of 10,080
changes in 6 hours "and 31 minutes by the
undermentioned persons :—. .

‘ Benjn. Baylifs Treble. Willm. Gibson Second.
John Black Third. Joshua Short Fourth. John
Short Fifth. Job Perrins Sixth. Josegh Rogers
Seventh. Willm. Bennett Tenor. olled ™ by
William Bennett. Weight of Tenor 20 cwt.’

We know, of course, of this performance,
but | do not think we have any previous record
of the band. We are taking steps to preserve
the vellum, and we hope to present the portrait
to Aston belfry.—Yours sincerely,

EDGAR C. SHEPHERD.

cation from Mr.

Solihull.
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HEREFORD CATHEDRAL BELLS

Dear Sir,—Our ringing may be a bit rough at
times, but not bad enough to cause movement
in the transept walls of our Cathedral as your
unknown contributor to ‘ Belfry Gossip ’ states.

The facts are that the south wall of the
south transept has for some time shown a
tendency to move outwards at the top. Under-
pinning was decided upon, with the addition
of a steel foundation grillage, and this work,
which has been in progress for some time with
a minimum interruption of ringing, is now
completed.

. Reinforced concrete bracing is now being put
in above the vaulting, and the walls are
weakened because a lot of the stonework has
been taken out to get an effective bond between
the old work and the new. While the concrete

is being poured and stonework replaced, the
architect and contractors consider 'it prudent
not to ring.

Those with knowledge of the massive con-
struction of the Cathedral will not take the
statement seriously, and | only write because
a published statement to the effect that the_bells
are a danger to the stability of the building
ought not to go uncontradicted.—Yours faith-

fully,
A. W. DAVIS,
Ringing Master,
Hereford™ Cathedral.

ST. DUNSTAN’S DOUBLES

Dear Sir,—I| have noticed in ‘The Ringing
World * published Februa% 11th and 18th peals
of Doubles rung on handbells at Sherburn-in-
Elmet, Yorkshire, containing what is, | be-
lieve, if my memory serves me correctly, the
illegitimate “method of St. Dunstan’s Doubles.
This was condemned a few years ago by the
Central Council for the reason that theré was
not the same number of leads in the plain
course as there are working bells in the method.
I am all for Mr. Alan Sheppard’s peals on
handbells, but | don’t suppose he wants them
‘thrown back ’ from the Peal Analysis Com-
mittee through what | presume is an accidental
{)ﬁ/_e’r)yght. Can anyone else throw any light on

is?

I should also like to take this opportunity
of congratulating Mr. William Butler and his
band on their Peal of 18 Spliced Doubles,
especially as all the methods are different and
it was rung at a five-bell tower. — Yours
sincerely,

Lichfield, Staffs.

Clive m. smith.

ANOTHER TASK FOR MR. BLAGROVE

Dear Sir,—Congratulations to Mr. Blagrove
on the splendid catalogue of c.p.s. methods you
published last week.

As he seems willing to devote his time to
the advancement of the Exercise, dare | suggest
that he should give us a list of Surprise Major
methods with no backward places and Plain
Bob coursing order in 7-8?

When | examined ‘Nechells,” as it proved
about six months ago, | was surprised to find
that it had not been rung before. It seemed
such an advantageous variation of ‘Hitchin,’
reducing the liability to falseness, S|mpl¥ by
substituting Painswick for the Superlative front
of the former method.

~May I, too, plead for the use of place nota-

tion in publlshmP new methods: perhaps then

the methods could appear in the same Issue as

the peal report. It would also be helpful to

know the false course ends, so often omitted.
Thank you, Mr. Roe, for your cry for re-

forms in method construction.—Y ours ‘sincerely*

STEPHEN IVIN.

Bedford.
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SOCIETY OF ROVING RINGERS

Annual Reunion at Leicester

The seventh annual reunion of the S.R.R.
was held in Leicester on February 5th and was
attended by 39 members and friends.

The party assembled at St. John-the-Divine's
and, after ringing on this fine ten, went to St
Margaret’s, where, with numbers almost com-

lete, rl_n?(mg ranged from rounds to Cinques.

ea drinkers and tower grabbers then went
their various ways; the latter to All Saints’ to
enjoy rlngln? on the new eight, whilst the
former, greatP/ fortified by refreshments, raised
the Cathedral bells. Thé afternoon’s ringin
concluded with a well-struck bob course” o
Stedman Cinques for service, and the party
then proceeded to the Royal Hotel for dinner.

Mark White took the chair at the meeting
which followed. He extended a warm welcome
to all present and particularly to Mr. and Mrs.
Poole.” Apologies for absence were received
from several members, |nc|ud|ngi two serving
abroad with H.M.F., but happlg four other
National Service members were able to attend.

_The secretaries reported a christening, a wed-
ding and two engagements which had taken
floe in the Society during the year. Tony and

is Oliver had received a coffee table  as a
wedding gift from the Society. Several members
took part in the three peals rung for the
chr|sten|ng4and engagements.

The 1954 tour had been very successful and
free from accidents, apart from the usual punc-
tures. Seventeen members, including three new
members, supported the tour, and 13 others
were %resent at_Sherborne, where a most enllgy-
able Bank Holiday week-end was spent. The
secretaries apologised for the non-publication
of the report of the tour, explaining that it had
only been received from the author on the pre-
vious evening.

Letters were read from the Earl of Shaftes-
bury, who had met the Societ durlngl_ the
summer, and from Mr. A. Macdonald. These
acknowledged Christmas greetings, and it was
decided to place the Earl of Shaftesbury’s letter
in _the records_of the Society.

The followm’(__z new members were elected:
Monica Fray, Farmborough, near Bath; Jean
Powell, Blackwood, Mon.; Christine Ford,
Loughton, Essex; and Richard Harbour, Ban-
stead, Surrey. Honorary membership was con-
ferred upon Mr. T. Setter, Yeovil, and Mr.
and Mrs. H. J. Poole, Leicester.

In accordance with the tradition of the
Society, a new Ringing Master is elected an-
nually, and Mr. N. J. Diserens was elected to
hold “this office for 1955. Other officers were
re-elected as follows: Joint secretaries. Miss
J. M. Winchester, Miss K. E. Weller; treasurer,
Mr. R. Parsons; and recorder, Miss A. Bailey.
A vote of thanks was ?i_ven to the Retirin
Master and all other officers for their har
work during the past year. .

_ The rest of the evening passed all too quickly,
interspersed with handbell ringing and the usual
social activities.

Members took Part in service ringing on Sun-
day morning at St. John-the-Divine’s, the
Cathedral and St. Mary-de-Castro’s. Most of
the party left for home “after lunch, but several
remained in Leicester until the evening, ringing
on the back six at St. Saviour’s_in the after-
noon and at the Cathedral and St. Margaret’s
in the evening.

Thanks are accorded Mr. H. J. Poole, Mr.
S. A. Jesson and all friends in Leicester who
helped to make this week-end so enjoyable.

LATE NEWS

We regret to record the death of Mr. Joseph
B. Fenton, aged 84, a founder member of the
Warwickshire™ Guild. He died at Rugby on
February 20th.

We régret to announce the death at Marlow
on Sunday of Mr. James F. Smith, aged 74, a
swell-known Minor ringer.

THE RINGING WORLD

HERTS COUNTY ASSOCIATION

W atford District

The A.G.M. of the Watford District was held
at the Parish Church of St. Mary on February
5th and was well supported by District mem-
bers and visiting ringers. Tea was taken in the
nearby Old Free School and enjoyed by a com-
pany ‘numbering 47. The two" ladies ‘who as-
sisted in providing this excellent tea are to be
congratulated.

The business meeting was presided over by
the Vicar (Canon A. St. John Thorpe). The
secretary (Mr. R. G. Bell) gave a very satis-
factory report on the past year’s work in the
District, and the outlook was very encouraging
with so many young members in evidence.

Officers élected "were:—Secretary, Mr. K.
R. Dunstan (in succession to Mr. R. G. Bell,
who was thanked for his work during the past'
three years); Ringing Master, Mr. S. H.
Hoare; representatives on County Committee,
Mr. S. H. Hoare and Mr. G. W. Seaman. Dis-
trict Committee, en bloc with one exception.
‘Ringing World * representative, Mr.
Dunston, Brinklow.

The meeting carried unanimously the nomina-
tion of Mr. C. W. Woolley as president of the
Association for this year, as recommended by
the District Committee. Eight new ringing
members were elected.

During the afternoon and evening a good
standard  of ringing was maintained, which
ranged from rounds to Cambridge and York-
shire Surprise Royal. K. R. D.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION

Great Chart Bells To Be Inspected

On February 19th some 40 members of the
Kent County “Association attended a meeting
at High Halden. Despite the very cold weather
18 towers were represented. .

Canon Swan took the service, assisted by
Mrs. Knight at the organ. A very homely tea
was kindly arranged by Mr. and Mrs. J. Bur-
den in thé Village Hall. At the business meet-
ing which followed, the main points men-
tioned were:—The arrangement for a repre-
sentative of Messrs. Mears and Stainbank to
inspect the bells of Great Chart, which were
reported by Mr. P. Jarvis to be in a very bad
condition; "the next meeting to be at Hvthe on
March 26th. S. G. W.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD

Leatherhead District

. Despite the fo%?y conditions and other meet-
ing attractions the attendance at the annual
District meeting was up to standard. The
'(:3uiPId's service was taken by the Vicar, Cafion

. Page.

Since the temporary church has been avail-
able the wives and friends of the ringers have
helped Mrs. Harman in providing teas for
meetings there, and this has proved a very
satisfactory arrangement. ~This year their op-
timism Was’dustlfled, 48 sitting down for tea.

Mr. H. N. Pitstow took the chair for the
business meeting. The accounts showed a bal-
ance in hand g%£40?1 for the first time. The
report mentipned that the local captain, Mr.
G. Marriner, had just completed 50 years as a
ringer at Leatherhead and that the cCaptain of
Christ Church, Epsom, Mr. G. F. Oakshott,
had been awarded the B.E.M. in the New
Year’s Honours, and, later, someone discovered
that this was the secretary’s 25th annual Dis-
trict meeting as secretary. "There was no change
in the District officers elected for 1955.

In proposing the votes of thanks for all who
had made a successful meeting possible, Mr.
Pitstow said a special one was due to Mrs. Har-
man and helpers for the grand tea provided.

Ringing was resumed until about 8 o’clock
with 9 quiet interlude when the lights in the
belfry fused. A. H. S
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GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL

ASSOCIATION

Rural Branch Now 216
Strong

The annual meeting of the Bristol Rural
Branch was held at the Parish Church of St.
Ambrose, Bristol East, on January 29th, with
over sixty members attending.

Ringing commenced at 3 p.m. and the eight
bells were kept going to Stedman _and Grand-
sire Triples and™ Bob Major until 4.30 p.m.
when the branch service was held, which this
year was in the form of Holy Communion, and
was conducted by the Vicar, the Rev, H. M.
Hocking. Some of the local ringers’ wives pre-

ared tea in the Parish Hall, and this was fol-
owed by the annual business meeting, with
Mr. C. R. Harding in the chair.

The secretary and treasurer, in his report,
stated that the branch had another successful
\éear, and that its membership had now reached

16, of which only two members were in arrears
with their subscriptions, and that only one tower
out of the branch’s 22 *live ’ towérs was un-
affiliated. During the year 11 meetings had
been held, with an average attendance of 45,
and there was evidence at these meetings that
the younger members are taking_an active in-
terest in the branch’s activities. “The towers of
Doynton and Iron Acton had rejoined the
branch after an absence of many years, and it
is hoped to see new members come from these
towers in the coming year.

The balance sheet showed an income of £43
3s. Ojd., of which £37 had been paid to the
general treasurer. Both report and financial
Statement were accepted.

The following branch officers were re-elected:
Chairman, Mr. C. R. Harding; secretary and
treasurer, Mr. W. F. Scudamore; representative
on Management Committee, Mr. C. Baker;
Ringing Master, Mr. R. G. Hooper.

It was proposed that the next annual meeting
be again held at St. Ambrose, with quarterly
meetings at St. Werb_ur?h's, St. George’s and
Henbury, with the first monthly meeting at
Stapleton.

_One of the items on the agenda was the
visit of the Central Council to Bristol in May,
and three members of the branch were elected
to {om a committee formed for the reception
of the Central Council.

Bristol

closed the bells of St.
eorge were available for
W. F. S.

When the meetin
Ambrose and St.
ringing.

BARNSLEY & DISTRICT SOCIETY

Although wintry conditions prevailed, a very
happy and succéssful meeting was held at
Penistone, near the Pennines, on February 12th.
Rm?mg commenced at 3 p.m. and continued
until 4.30. when tea was served by the ringers’
wives in the nearby schools, and a good square
meal was enjoyed by all.

The Vicar %he Rev. R. H. Peace) acted as
chairman for the business meeting, at which the
following were elected new members :—Sheila
Brooker, Tony Brown, Keith Darwin and Bruce
Jones, all of Ecclesfield.

It was z?\%reed to hold the next meeting at

Ossett on March 19th. On the motion of Mr.
N. F. Moxon, the Vicar was thanked for his
services.
_ The Vicar, in reply, said that was the first
time he had met the ‘ringers. He had enjoyed
it very much and assured all of a hearty wel-
come “at any time. The best thanks were also
given to the ladies for their splendid tea.

Good use was made of the bells, a splendid
octave, during_the afternoon and evening. It
was very pleasing to see the curate taking gart
in rounds. D. S
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BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS.—On Feb. 13th, 1,260
Plain Bob Minor: Ann Sheils (first of Minor) 1, H.
Wingrove 2, Dorothy Fletcher 3, A. Bridges 4, R.
Keeley 5, J. Harrison (cond.) 6, D. Lamb 8 (covering).
Rung to commemorate the enthronement of the Bishop
of Oxford.

BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH, ESSEX.—On Feb. 20th,
1,440 Cambridge Surprise Minor : E. Deacon 1, S. W.
Bigmore 2, A. T. M. Perry 3, K. Everetter 4, H.
Stebbings 5, G. M. Rouse (first in method as cond.) 6.
Rung for morning service.

CAMBERWELL, S.E.—At the Church of St. George,
on Feb. 20th, 1,260 Grandsirc Triples: E. R. lveson
1, L. V. Roberts 2, Miss V. M. Westray 3, B. P.
Danbury 4, E. G. Webb 5, D. E. J. Watts 6, John
Phillips (cond.) 7, F. R. L. Blewer 8. Rung for
Evensong. This is the first time that the band has
achieved a quarter peal under a visiting conductor.

CARDINGTON, BEDS.—On Jan. 30th, 1,309 Grand-
sirc Doubles : D. Jeeves (first quarter) 1, C. H. Hard-
ing 2, D. Bridges 3, E. lzzard 4, B. Pattison (cond.)
5, D. Wooding 6. Rung for morning service. Also
on Feb. 6th, 1,260 Bob Minor: D. Bridges 1, E.
lzzard 2, Miss S. Sands 3, J. B. Long 4, P. I. Chap-
man 5, B. Pattison (cond.) 6. Rung for Evensong on
the 80th birthday of His Grace the Archbishop of
York. Also on Feb. 18th, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles :
A. Simpson (first quarter) 1, A; R. Lennard 2, D.
Bridges 3, N. Hull (first ‘inside ’) 4, B. Pattison
(cond.) 5, R. A. Lucas 6.

CHESTER.—At St. Mary-within-the-Walls, on Feb.
18th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: Helen Wickham (first
quarter) 1, H. O. Baker 2, W. Pugb 3, G. Pugh 4,
Rev. J. Kingdon 5, S. Jones, jun. (cond.) 6, J. W.
Clarke 7, J. R. Rowsby 8. A 14th birthday compli-
ment to the treble ringer.

DOVER, KENT.—At St.
20th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: H. George 1, E. T.
Ellender 2, H. J. Saunders 3. G. Gray 4, E. J.
Walker 5. C. Georgs (cond.) 6, P. Westwood 7, D. J.

Mary’s Church, on Feb.

Thomas 8. Rung for the dedication of the new east
window.

DUNMOW, ESSEX.—On Feb. 12th, 1.264 Plain
Bob Major : R. Hornsby 1, Mrs. D. F. Goodhew 2,

B. Elliott 3, G. Schleutcr 4, R. C. Heazel 5, Dr. L.
Castleden 6, H. W. Smith 7, G. Saunders (cond.) 8.
Rung for the wedding of Miss Thornhill, of Dunmow,
and Mr. F. G. Askew, of Dnton Hill.

ELMORE, GLOS.—On Feb. 15th, 1.260 Doubles
(960 Plain Bob and 300 Grandsire): S. J. Pugh 1
P. Williams. 2, D. Cobb 3, F. E. T. Tranter 4, R. G.
Corby (cond.) 5, J. Cobb 6.

HAWKLEY, HANTS.—On Feb. 20th. 1,260 Grand-
sire Triples : Miss E. A. Bowler 1, Miss M. Goode 2,
Miss A. Marlin 3, C. Pound 4, J. Sajter 5, H. Gaunt-
lett 6, F. Bowden (cond.) 7, J. Stevenson 8. First of
Triples for 1, 3 and 5. Rung for morning service.

LATE NOTICES
LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —

Northern District. — Practice meeting. All
Saints’, West Ham (10), Wednesday, ~March
9th, 6.30-8 p.m. ssentially  for ~ learners.

Everyone welcome.—L. W. Bullock, Dis. Sec.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — Cam-
bridge District. —sMeeting at Meldreth, Satur-
day, March 12th. Bells 6335_.m. Service 4.30.
Tea 5 p.m.—H. L. Martin, Dis. Sec. 5958
GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GU]LD.—Chert-

sey District. — Combined practice, Horsell,
Saturd?_\}/, March 12th, 6-9 p.m.—R. Collins.
HERTS COUNTY SSOCIATION. —

Western District.—Redbourn ﬁ), March 12th,
3 p.m. _Names for tea Mr. Hobbs, 84, High
Street, Redbourn, Herts.—R. Shutter, Dis. Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION—Rochdale
Branch.—Meeting at Christ Church, Todmor-
den, March 12th. Bells (8) 3f.m. Names for
tea, please, to T. Halstead, 4, Queen Street,
Todmorden, by Wednesday, 9th.—F. Prltchéisgg7

LONDON COUNTY  ASSOCIATION. —
Northern District—Meeting, Saturday, March
2th, St. Dunstan’s, Stepney (10), 3-4.30 p.m.
Own arrangements for tea.” Meeting, ringing,
service, St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green (8%, .30-
» p.m. Everyone welcome.—L. W. Bullock,
Dis. Sec. 5960
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QUARTER PEALS

HESTON, MIDDLX.—On Feb. 20th, 1,260 Grand-
sire Triples : C. J. Newnes 1, Eileen Ricketts 2, P. A.
Ruch 3, P. Betteridge 4, W. W. Webb 5, J. Walters
6, B. A. Rose (cond.) 7, J. E. Ricketts 8. Rung half-
muffled in memory of Brian Morris, a young ringer.

HORNCHURCH, ESSEX.—On Feb. 13th, 1,260
Spliced Stedman and Grandsire Triples (17 changes of
method) : D. W. Beard 1, D. M. Salisbury 2, J.
Carrott 3, R. Brown 4, Dr. C. E. Wright 5 A.
House 6, T. East 7, F. V. Gant (cond.) 8.

HORSHAM, SUSSEX.—On Feb. 20th, 1,260 Grand-
sire Triples : P. Adams (first quarter) 1, Audrey M.
Trott 2, D. Mitchell 3, J. Pullin (first ‘inside ’) 4,
S. A. Paice 5, E. F. Fosberry 6, L. Stilwell (cond.) 7,
C. Denycr 8. Rung by the local band on the con-
ductor’s 65th birthday.

IRON ACTON, GLOS.—On Feb. 10th, 1,260 Grand-
sire Doubles: M. Hcndy 1, E. Anstey 2, D. Elliott 3.
T. T. Walters 4, W. F. Scudamore (cond.) 5, V.
Cater 6. Believed to be the first quarter on the bells.

ISLEWORTH, MIDDLX.—On Feb. 20th, 1,280 Pud-
sey Surprise Major: Miss E. Farrell 1, Mrs. O. L.
Rogers 2, Mrs. K. Parr 3, A. F. Thirst 4, S. Croft 5,
T. E. Davies 6, F. D Bishop 7, H. W. Rogers (cond.)
8. For Evensong.

LONG SUTTON, SOMERSET.—On Feb. 21st, 1,260
Doubles (480 Plain Bob and 780 Grandsire): Stella
Allen 1, D. Sweet 2, F. J. White 2, A. Bown 4,
E. T. P. Field (cond.) 5.

MEARS ASHBY, NORTHANTS.—On Feb. 21st,
1,260 Grandsire Doubles: Miss M. Mabbutt 1, C. W.
Partridge 2, J. Collins 3, H. J. Smith 4, W. G. Callis
(cond.) 5, J. Mabbutt 6. A 21st birthday compliment
to Brian Mabbutt, on National Service in Hong Kong.

MITCHAM, SURREY.—On Feb. 12th, at Christ
Church, 1.260 Grandsire Doubles : N. Small 1, J. Uden
2, H. Allen 3, W. E. Eveleigh 4, E. H. Eveleigh
(cond.) 5, F. Uden 6. A 21st birthday compliment
to Miss Rosamund Johnston, the daughter of the Vicar.

MOREBATH, DEVON.—On Feb. 17th, 1,260
Doubles (360 Stedman, 900 Grandsire): C. J. Stevens
(cond.) 1, Barbara J. Stevens 2, Pamela M. Stevens 3,
V. N. Burrows 4, D. M. Bellamy 5, A. G. Cooke 6.

NORTHAMPTON.—On Feb. 19th, at the Church
of St. Edmund, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: R. Line 1,
B. O. Soden 2, W. A. Gammage 3, K. D. Perkins 4,
A. C. Cozens 5, W. R. Hammons 6, G. F. Roome
(cond.) 7, R. Daniels 8. First in method for 1 and 8.
Rung as a compliment to the Vicar (the Rev. W.
Denny) on his appointment as a non-residentiary
Canon of Peterborough Cathedral; also as a birthday
compliment to Mr. A. W. Walmsley, treasurer of the
P.C.C.

NORTHIAM, SUSSEX.—On Feb.
Doubles (60 Erin, 120 each of Stedman, Reverse St.
Bartholomew, Grandsire, April Day, Plain Bob, St
Simon’s Bob, St. Martin’s, St. Nicholas’, Winchendon
Place Bob. Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Bob): Mar-
garet Twidale 1, A. Hicks 2. Ruth Carey 3, Pat

19th, 1,260

Forster 4. R. Hodgson (cond.) 5, W. Button 6. First
quarter in more than two methods by all.
PAYHEMBURY, DEVON.—On Feb. 12th, 1,260

Grandsire Doubles : B. Tozer 1, T. Travers 2, C. Webb
(cond.) 3, O. Griffin 4, W. Webb 5, J. Real 6.

SCULTHORPE, NORFOLK.—On Feb. 13th, 1,320
Plain Bob Minor : Miss J. R. Cooke 1. G. Greeves 2,
R. Gilham 3, A. A. Cooke (first quarter) 4, A. Web-
ster (first quarter) 5, G. A. Cooke (cond.) 6. Rung as
a welcome to the Rev. F. G. Gunn.

SIBSEY, LINCS.—On Feb. 19th, 1,264 Bob Major:
Rhoda Brown 1, W. Elmitt 2, E. Flintham 3. W. B.
Dawson 4, T. Cummins 5, A. E. Flatters 6. D. Smith
7, P. H. Reynolds (cond.) 8. First quarter *inside ’
by 3. Rung as a farewell to the Vicar, who is leaving
the parish.

ST. ALBANS. HERTS.—At the Cathedral, on Feb.
8th, 1,453 Stedman Cinques: H. E. C. Goodenough
(cond.) 1. A. W. Coles 2, H. V. Frost 3, R. W. Dar-
vill 4. Mrs. J. Dodds 5, A. Day 6, T. J. Southam
7, G. Dodds 8. R. F. Ewer 9, W. J. Arnold 10. W.
Ayre 11. W. Nicolls 12. A birthday compliment to
the conductor. This touch contains Whittingtons,
Tittums and handstroke positions.
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STOKE GOLDINGTON, BUCKS.—On Feb. 9th,
1,260 Plain Bob Minor : F. Stanton 1, E. Shouler 2,
R. Croot 3, W. Mawby 4, A. Armstrong (first in
method as cond.) 5, O. Warren 6. First of Minor
for 1and 3. First by the regular service band. Run®
to commemorate the enthronement of Canon H. Car-
penter as Bishop of Oxford.

STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK.—On Feb. 12th, 1,44*
Plain Bob Minor: P. Godden 1, D. Brand 2. H. D.
Lister 3, J. S. Wybrew 4, R. E. Lester (cond.) 5,
0. G Barnard 6. Rung on the back six as a silver
wedding compliment to Mr. and Mrs. O. G. Barnard.

SUTTERTON, LINCS.—On Feb. 14th, 1,264 Plain
Bob Major : R. Bamber 1, S. J. Jessop 2, A. Young
3, R. D. White 4, H. Taylor (first “inside ’) 5, F. P.
Harwood 6, J. R. Young 7, R. F. Brown (cond.) 8. A
50th birthday compliment to Mr. A. Rhodes, local
tower captain.

THAKEHAM, SUSSEX.—On Feb. 16th,
man Doubles: Helen Skinner 1, Marian Skinner 2,
B. J. Luff (first of Stedman Doubles, cond.) 3,
C. B. Skinner 4, B. W. Farhall 5, W. T. Cherriman 6.
First in the method by 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6. Rung by the
Sunday evening service band.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT.—On Feb. 6th, at
St. Peter’s Church, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles (7, 6, 8
covering): Miss P. Price 1, E. J. Ladd (cond.) 2,
G. Price 3, A. F. Wellington 4, B. V. Collison 5,
E. Brunger 6, A. Hilton 7, G. Fry 8. First quarter
for 1, 3 and 6. Rung as a 13th birthday compliment
to Miss P. Price.

UPPER CLAPTON, E.—At the Church of St.

1,260 Sted-

Mat-

thew, on Feb. 9th, 1,260 Stedman Triples : Miss N.
Hales 1, Miss G. L. Friswell 2, R. K. C. Wilkingi
3, J. A. Hales 4, J. Hales 5 D. Neal 6. G. A.
Parsons (cond.) 7, D. K. Brady 8. Rung to
celebrate the christening of Barbara Joyce, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. R. K. C. Wilkings. Also on Feb.

20th, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles : D. K. Brady (first away
from tenor) 1, Miss G. L. Friswell 2, Miss N. Hales 3,
R. K. C. Wilkings 4. D. Neal (cond.) 5. C. F. Neal 6.

UPWEY, DORSET.—On Feb. 22nd, 1.260 Double*
(480 Plain Bob and 780 Grandsire): Miss B. Virgin
1, C. H Smart 2, Mrs. A. J. Slade 3, A. J. Slade
(cond.) 4, F. Virgin 5, A. J. Stewart Smith 6. Firs#
quarter for 1 and 6. Rung as a birthday compliment

to Miss M. Galpin Attwool, a ringer and also tho
organist.

WALTHAMSTOW, E.—On Feb. 20th. at St
Saviour's Church, 1.260 Grandsire Triples: D. A.
Hewitt 1, F. C. Maynard 2, R. Lumsden 3. |. A.
Hales 4, J. Hales (cond.) 5. A. J. Boyack 6, C. T. W.
Coles 7, R. Chapman 8. Rung for Evensong.

MACCLESFIELD SURPRISB
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OBITUARY

MR. GEORGE JEFFS

The funeral took place at Tichmarsh,
Northants, on February 12th, of Mr. George
Jeffs, who died in the previous week in his
90th year. He has left behind a remarkable
record of faithful service to the church, which
included chorister and bellringer for about 70
ears, sexton for 40 years and parish clerk for
0 years. In 1946, in recognition of his work
for "the church he was presented with an in-
scribed walking stick and a pipe.

He retired about ten years after being for 60
years a woodman on the Lilford Estate, and
-went to live in Peterborough with his younger
daughter, Mrs. E. W. French. He leaves a
son, Mr. G. W. Jeffs, of Thrapston, and another
«daughter, Mrs. H. W. French, of Kidderminster.

The funeral service was conducted by the
Rector (Canon A. M. Luckock). Members of
the Peterborough Diocesan Guild present in-
cluded the Master (Mr. E. E. Whitmore), the
secretary (Mr. L. Witten) and Mr. L. Groom
(Master of the Thrapston Branch). At the
graveside Mr. Jeffs’ handbells were rung to a
course of Grandsire Triples by L. Groom, E.
E. Whitmore, P. I. Chapman and J. King. The
bells of the Parish Church were also rung half-
muffled to a course of Cambridge Surprise
Major, a touch of Stedman Triples and a 720
Plain Bob Minor.

A memorial_service was held the following
mday. In a tribute the Rector said: ‘Dee{)ly
mdevoted to the church, the bells, the choir, the
churchyard, he did indeed serve in all ways
right well. ~ Skilled as a ringer, he taught man
mnith infinite patience. As sexton, parish cler
and choirman he never failed in his duties.
Last Easter Day he was able to take his accus-
tomed place in the choir, so it was literally true
that in every one of the four score years since
he joined the choir as a small boy he sang in
it

THE REV. E. J. SIMPSON

The death took place with tragic suddenness
in church on February 9th at the early age of
44, of the Rev. Edward James Simpson, M.A.,
Vicar of Holy Trinity, Darlington, for the past
?\i/f;ht years, after a period of indifferent health.

r._ Simpson, who also had two brothers in the
ministry, was born at Kidderminster, Worcester-
shire, the son of the late Canon Allan Simp-
son. He was  educated at Rugby, Corpus
Christi, Cambridge, and Cuddcsdon Theological
College, and was ordained in 1932 in the Dio-
cese of Southwark, his first appointment bein
assistant E)riest of St. Andrew’s, Catford,
London. In 1938 he was appointed Principal
of Queen’s College, St. John’s, Newfoundland,
where he remained until his appointment to
Darlington.

On going to Holy Trinity he immediately
sought out the ringers and expressed his
Bleasure at being appointed to a church with
ells. He became a member of the Durham
and Newcastle Diocesan Association and at-
tended meetings, whenever the duties of work-
ing a large parish single handed permitted.
He was frequently with his ringers in the belfry,
however, and was able to ring plain methods.
Of a shy and retiring nature, he never sought
the limelight, but those who had _his friendship
valued it as a privilege. The parish misses him
greatly and will long remember the beautiful
sermons he preached, the lucidity and brevity
of their presentation being an” art he had
mastered.

The funeral service (which was followed by
[IJ_FI_V@te cremation) was conducted at Holy

rinity Church, Darlington, by the Bishop of
Durham, assisted by the "Archdeacon of
Durham and the Rural Dean of Darlington.
A large number of robed cIergi(y from Durham
and the North Riding of Yorkshire were pre-

sent. The bells were rung half-muffled by his
service ringers before and after the service; they
also rang a memorial peal of Cambridge Sur-
prise Minor on February 18th.

MR. FRANK YOULES

The passing of Mr. Frank Youles, of St.
Anne's-on-Sea, on February 19th, at the age of
70, is a great loss to Lancashire ringing. For
53 years he had rung at St. Anne’s Church and
for 30 years_he had been captain of the band.

Four~of his grandsons took part in the fully-
muffled ringing by the local band following the
funeral service, " The Lancashire Association
was represented by Mr. J. Foster (fBranch sec-
retarx) and Mr. E. Baldwin, both of St. John’s,
Blackpool.

NOTICES

Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is oae
penny a word, minimum 3s. For additional
insertions with no change of type one half of
the above charge for each insertion.

3 Oggjer Notices one penny per word, minimum

s. 6d.

All Notices must be prepaid.

Notices must be received on the Monday
preceding publication.

ENGAGEMENTS .

BARRON—FLYNN.—The engagement is an-
nounced between Clifford A. Barron, of Bir-
mingham, and Molly P. Flynn, of King’s Nor-
ton, Birmingham. 5917

MALLETT—MUNDY.—The eng?agement is
announced between Norman Mallett, of 20,
Castle Street, Barnstaple, Devon, and Mariella
E. Mundv, of 44, Wellington Road. St
Thomas, Exeter. 5945

MORANT—KEMP.—The engagement is an-
nounced between Roland William, son of the
late Mr. C. Morant and Mrs. Morant, of 39,
Joseph’s Road, Guildford, and Gwyneth Rose,
youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. j. C. Kemp,
of 4,” Auckland Road, Scunthorpe, 5916

DEATH

WALKER.—On February 23rd, 1955, peace-
fully at 14, Crescent Road, Wokingham, Alice
Houldsworth Walker, formerly Oxford Dio-
cesan Sunday School organiser and lecturer
in education at Reading University College,
member Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell
Ringers, daughter of the late Colonel J. B
Walker. 5927

incs.

HANDBELLS FOR SALE
FOR SALE.—Complete set of 25 musical
handbells. “ Mears.” Nos. 4—18 excellent con-
dition. Also 11 G handbell. Seen by appoint-
ment. £60 or near offer—Davis, "Netherby,
Monks Road, Virginia Water, Surrey. 5923

HANDBELLS WANTED

WANTED.—A good secondhand set of hand-
bells—Write: Stooke, Somerset Blind Associa-
tion. 28. Park Street, Taunton. 5879

WANTED.—Octave or ten handbells; pre-
ared to_pay good price for sound set of bells
eather immaterial. — Baker, 48, Goodwoo
Aveni’e, Hutton, Essex. Phone Brentwood 2237
any time.

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

WHY NOT spend your holiday at Combe
Martin? ~ Accommodation for ~ ringers at
moderate terms at: Mrs. L. G. Walters, 1,
Stattens Cottage. Castle Street, Combe Martin,
North Devon.  No vacancies for August Bmk
Holiday fortnight. 5918
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PUBLICATIONS

‘BY WANDERING TEMPEST,” a Journey
to New Zealand in verse. Contains some
verses on bells. A new pen for lovers of

etry. 7s. 6d. post free from the author, A.
= Lancefield, 4, Boys Hall Road, Willesbor-
ough, Ashford, Kent. 586#

VERY TOWER should have a copy of the
Central Council’s Handbook on the ’Installa-
tion, Preservation and Repair of Bells, Beil
Frames and Fittings and other kindred matters.
Fourth edition just published. Price 2s. post
free from Miss P. J. Ayris, 10, Sherwood
Close, Launton, Bicester, Oxon.

‘CHURCH BELLS AND RINGERS OF
NORWICH.” by A. G. G. Thurlow, 5s. 6d.
ost free from the author, 67a The Close,
orwich. An account of the bells of one of
England’s most historic cities, well illustrated
with plans, cross sections and pictures. = Second
edition, much improved: no Increase in price.

MISCELLANEOUS
BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION—Bedford
District.—Please note that the new hon. Dis-
trict secretag/ is Mr. Peter J. Shg)ton, of 16a.
Kimbolton Road, Bedford (Tel. 5417), on the
resignation of Mr. Bryan Pattison. =~ 5942
COMING-OF-AGE.” — Congratulations and
best wishes to Brian Tomlinson, of Blackbur*
and Manchester University, for March 6th,
from Mother, Father and “all ringing friends.
Blackburn—Manchester districts. 5952
ST. MARGARET’S, RAINHAM, KENT. —
Please note.—Practice night chansed to Wed-
nesday evenings from March 9th. All visitors
welcome.—Emily B. P. Walker, Sec.
WANTED.—Secondhand books : * Bells of
the Church,” by H. T. Ellacombe; ‘English
Bells,” by T. North; ‘The Bells of England”®
by Rev.”J. J. Raven.—Write Rev. P. J. Nix-
séaman, Northill Rectory, Biggleswade, B%%Sé4

EXTRA COPIES. — It is an_advantage if
those requiring extra copies will send “their
orders_at the time copy of peals or quarter
peals is submitted.

MEETINGS

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD.—An-
nual meeting at Dudley, March 5th. Bells (10)
available 3_Ip.m. Service, tea and business meet-
ing in St. Thomas’ Hall 45p.m. Names for tea
to R. A. Peakman, Hon. Sec., 47, High Street,
Kingswinford. 590f

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South Eastern
Division.—Meeting at Sandon (6), Saturday,
March 5th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 gén.
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GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA-
TION.—Bristol City Branch.—Christ Church
City) (10), March 5th, 6.30 p.m. to 8.30 E.m.
lease attend.—A. Bennett. 944
HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —
Watford District.—Meeting at_Aldenham é%)
March 5th, 3 p.m. Tea 530 D.m. 5884
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD, BIRMINGHAM.—
Rlngmg arrangements, March 5th: St. Chad’s
R.C. Cathedral (8) 1-2 p.m.; Bishop Ryder’s
Church (82 2-3 p.m.; St. Martin's (12) 3-4.15
E.m.; Cathedral (12) 4.30-5.30 p.m.—G. E.
earn. 5886
SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD—Salis-
bury Branch. — Practice meetln%, Codford St.
Peter (6), March 5th, 2.30. ea 5 Chit-
terne (5) and Wylye (5?_ after tea.—Muiss Eloie.
66, Hamilton Road. Salisbury. 5891
SHEFFIELD AND DISTRICT SOCIETY —
Annual meeting, Ranmoor, Sheffield (10), March
5th, 3 p.m. Committee meeting 2,30 p.m. For
tea notify Mr. F. B. Ditcher, 19, High Storrs
Drive, Ecclesall, Sheffield 11. ~Subscriptions for
1955 now due.—N. Chaddock. Hon. Sec., 17.
Herrinethorpe Grove. Broom, Rotherham 5847
WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS

ASSOCIATION.—Southern  Branch.— uar-
terly meeting at Mickleton. Saturday, March
5th. Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea and b'"si-
ness. 5895
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WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —
Western Branch. — Quarterly meeting, Dodder-

hill, Saturday, March 5th.” Bells (8) 3 g.m.
Service 4.15 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. 903
MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION. — Practice

meeting at St. Giles-in-the Fields, Holborn (near
Tottenham Court Road tube station) on Mon-
day, March 7th, 7 p.m.—T. J. Lock. 5926

ANCIENT SOCIETY _ OF COLLEGE
YOUTHS.—Meeting, Ship, Talbot Court, Satur-
day, March 12th, 6 p.m. Rln?(mg, St. Giles’,
Cripplegate, 4 p.m.—A. B. Peck. 5947

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. —
Taunton Branch.—Meeting at Trull, Saturday,

March 12th. Bells (|6_? 3 p.m. Service 4.30.
Names for tea.—A. H. Reed, George Street,
Taunton. 5914

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Big-
%!eswade District.—A meeting will be held at
rlesey on Saturday, March 12th. Bells (6) 3
p.m. Service 430 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. A good
attendance is requested.—L. H. Bywaters, I—éggs.
ec.

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — Joint
meeting of the Grappenhall and Northwich
Branches at Daresbury on Saturday, March
12th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Names
for tea to W. S. Booth, The Square, Daresburé/,
near Warrington. 5051

CLEVELAND AND NORTH YORKSHIRE
ASSOCIATION.—The annual meeting will be
"held at St. Hilda’s Parish Church, "Middles-
brough (8), at 3 p.m. on Saturday, March 12th.
Service at 4.30 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m.—P. W. B.
mSemmens, Hon. Sec. 5950

DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Chester-
field District.—Monthly meeting, Eckington (8)
Saturday, March ,12th. 3.30 p.m. Names for
tea to W. Robinson, 13, Pevril Road, Ecking-
ton.—A. B. Cooper. 5935

EAST GRINSTEAD GUILD.—Cowden (6),
March 12th. Tea at the Crown. N3mes b
March 11th. Hammerwood not available.—C.
A. Bassett, 3, Pendrill Place, Wadhurst, SUS5S§2X1'

ESSEX ASSOCIATION—Northern District.
—Meeting at Great Easton (6), Saturday, March
12th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Names for tea,
b& Wednesday, the 9th, to H. Elliott, Battles
mCottage, Great Easton, Dunmow. 5892

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA-
TION.—Gloucester Branch.—Meeting, Cathe-
dral, March 12th. Bells (8) 2 p.m. Service 4
T>m. Tea and meeting SNF.m. at Saracen’s
Head, Eastgate Street. St. Mary-de-Crypt bells
available after meetmg. Names “for tea, please,
—A. Lynall, Branch Sec., Marlyn, Ermin Park.
Brockworth, Gloucester. 5912

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA-
TION.—Swindon Branch.—St. Mark’, Swin-
don (8), March 12th. Tea.—Kynaston, 37,
Vicarage Road, Swindon. Tel. 3936. 5915
._ GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA-
TION.—Wotton-under-Edge Branch.—Meeting,
Stone (6). March 12th, 3 p.m. Service 4.30.
Tea 5. 'Notify for tea by March 9th.—Mar§
Drew, Bibstone Farm, Crombhall. 594

HERTFORDSHIRE = ASSOCIATION. —
Eastern District.—Meeting, Broxbourne, Satur-
day, March 12th, 3 ?.m. Names for tea to
Miss N. Radley, Wallbury, St. David’s Road.
Broxbourne.—T. J. Southam. 5937

High Class Tower Clocks

by the
WORLD’S OLDEST MAKERS

Established Over 300 Years

Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

THE RINGING WORLD

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Canter-
bur District.—By-meetin%, Chilham, March
12th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.15. Tea at 2s. 3d.
per head. Numbers for tea, cash please, to me,
not later than Wednesday, March 9th.—B. J.
Luck, 20, Beaconsfield Road, Canterbury. 5888

LADIES’ GUILD.—West Midland District.—
Next meeting at Netherton, near Dudley, Worcs,
on Saturday, March 12th. Bells available 3
p.m. Service 4 p.m. Tea (Is. 6d. per head) at
445, Names for tea, b& uesd%y, March 8th,
to Stella Hughes, 3, Delves Road, Walsall.
Staffs. Everyone welcome. 5897

LADIES’” GUILD.—Western District. — The.
annual meeting will be held at Yatton on March
12th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service 430 p.m. Tea
and meeting t0 follow. Names for tea to Mrs.
Knight, Woolners, Cleeve, near Bristol.—M. J.
de Jong. Hon. Sec. 5924

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Furness
and Lake District Branch.—Annual meeting will
be held at Parish Church, Ulverston, on Satur-
day, March 12th. Bells 86) available 2.30 p.m.
Service 4 p.m. Tea 4.30 p.m. Meeting after
tea. Names for tea to me at 19, Union Place,
Ulverston.—N. M. Newby, Branch Sec. 5954

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD—Leicester
District.-"Whctstone, March 12th. Ringing 3.
Service 4.30. Tea and meeting in Church
Rooms at 5 Names, by March 8th, to B.
Endall, 90, Edward Avenue, Narborough Road
South, Leicester. -5928

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD—Syston
District. — Thurnby, March 12th. Usual ar-
rangements. Names for tea. by the 10th, to H.
L. Wykes, 4, Council Houses, Bushby. Special

methods: Double Oxford and London Sur-
prise. 5941

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Central
Bucks Branch.—Quarterlé meeting at Dinton,
Saturday, March 12th. Bells (g) 45, Service
4. Tea 4.45. Names for tea by March 9th.—
E. F. Gibbard, 30, Horn Street, Winslow.
Bucks. ' 5934

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Readin
Branch.—MonthIP]/ practice on Saturday, Marc
12th, at Caversham (8) 6.30 p.m. — R. G.
Burton. 5922

ST. DAVID'S GUILD.—Quarterly meeting at
Llanelly on Saturday, March 12th. "Bells (6)
2 ?.m. Service 3.30 p.m. Tea and meeting to
follow.—C. H. Hawkins, 2, Embankment Road,
New Dock, Llanellv, Carms. 5911

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.— North
Dorset Branch.— Meeting at Iwerne Minster,
Saturd\%. March 12th. Visitors welcome.—Write
Rev, William Uphill, Stour Provost Rectori/.
Gillingham, Dorset. 5910

SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION—Meeting at
Stanton-on-Hine Heath, March 12th. Bells (6)
3. Service 4.30. Tea at 5. Names for tea to
Mr. R. P. Leighton, Church Farm, Stanton,
Shrewsbury.—E.” V. Jones, Hon. Sec. 5862

SOUTHWELL GUILD. — North Notts Dis-
trict.—Meeting at Everton (6), Saturday. March
12th. Names for tea, by 9th, to Mrs. D. Bun-
ney, the Sun Inn, Everton, near Doncaster.—H.
Denman. 5919

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION. — Western Divi-
sion.—Practice meeting, Washington, Saturday,
March 12th. Names for tea, please, by previous
Tuesdav, to W. L. Weller, Sunnyside, Itchin»-
field, Horsham. 5920

WINCHESTER  AND PORTSMOUTH
GUILD. — Christchurch District. — Quarterly
meeting at Milford (8) Saturday, March 12th.
Bells from 2.30 p.m. Tea 5.15. Meeting fol-
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lows. Names for tea, by Wednesday, 9th, to
Arthur Davis, 116, Alma Road, Bournemosugtgé

WINCHESTER  AND. PORTSMOUTH
GUILD. — Southampton District. — Quarterly
meeting at Fawley on March 12th. Usual af-
rangements. Names for tea, by March 8th, to
M. J. Butler, 8, St. Peter’s Road, Southamf-
ton. 5929

LADIES’ GUILD. — Yorkshire District. —
(Rguarterly meeting at  Thrybergh, near
otherham, March ™ 19th, 3Mp.m. Service 4.30.
For tea at 5 p.m. notify Miss D. Shaw, Deer
Park Farm, Doncaster 'Road, Thrybergh. 20
minutes bus service from Sheffield, Rotherham
and Doncaster. Other ringers welcome.—E.
D. Kelgl, Dis. Sec. 5953
LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Quar-
terly meeting at_Lutterworth on March 19th.
Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea and meeting in
Town Hall 5. General Committee meet in Hall
at 3.30. Names for tea, by 16th, to W. A.
Wood, Fosseway, Croft, near Leicester. 5933

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD. — Lincoln
District. — Meeting at Bardney (6), Saturday,
March 19th. Names for tea,” by Wednesday
previous, to C. Brown, 3, Altham "Terrace, Lin-
coln. 594

SOCIETY FOR THE _ARCHDEACONRY
OF STAFFORD. — Meeting at Christ Church,
West Bromwich_March ,19th. Bells (8) 3 p.m.
Service 4.30. Tea 5.15. Names for tea, n&t
later than Tuesday, 15th, to Mr. D. C. Jinks.
5, Raleigh Street, West Bromwich. 5940

SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD. —
Newark District—Meeting at Bingham (8) on

Saturday, March 19th. Bells 2.30. Service.
Tea (Zsé at 5. — S. L. Barley. 5909
SURREY ASSOCIATION.—Annual general

meeting, Reigate, March ,19th. Bells (10) 3
p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15. Notifications for
tea, by March 16th, please, to Miss B. Saggers,
28, Clarence Road, Redhill—W. F. Oatway.
Hon. Gen. Sec. 5932

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Western
District—The quarterly meeting will_be held on
Saturday, March 19th, at Leeds Parish Church.
Bells (12) available from 2.30 p.m. Committee
meeting 4.15 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Names for tea,
no later than Wednesday, March 16th, to Mr.
R. H. Dove, 26, Sycamore Avenue, Leeds, 8—
A. E. Marsh, Hon. Dis. Sec. 5946

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 75th
anniversary meeting, Maidstone, Easter Mon-
day.  Service, All' Saints’ Church, 12 noon.
Lunch at Star Hotel (Queen’s Hall) J. Further
details later.—E. S. J. Hatcher, Hon. Sec. 5939

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN
ASSOCIATION.—Preliminary Notice.—The an-
nual meeting will be held at Tewkesbury on
Saturday, April 16th, at 2 p.m. Names for
nomination as Master, together with names of
proposer and seconder, to reach me by March
19th.—F. Skidmore, 80, Carlyle Road, Green-
bank. Bristol 5. 5943

_SURREY ASSOCIATION.—75th anniversary
dinner, Saturday, Mg[y 21st, 1955, at the Grey-
hound, Croydon. ickets (price 15s.) now
available from W. Parrot, 30, Hamilton Avenue.
North Cheam; C. Champion, J, Rectory Lane,
Buckland; or W. F. Oatway, 233, Thornton
Road, West Croydon. Ringing arrangements
later. 5931

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP

We have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shall be pleased
to carry out restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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‘THE WORLD’S BEST
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and
Non-stretching

Established 1820
S - JOHN
9 PRITCHARD

< (ROPES) Ltd.
- "1 OUGHBOROUGH

CLOCK AND CHIMING ROPES
SPLICING AND REPAIRS
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

Phone 2400

The Ringers’ Handbook

Reprinted 1952
FOR ALL LEARNERS
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN,
PLAIN BOB AND KENT
4 to 8 bells 4/6 4 to 6 bells 3/-
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell,
Poleshill Cottage, Langford Budville,
Welllngton Somerset

ESTABLISHED 1760

THE RINGING WORLD

PUBLICATIONS

BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

s. d.
ON CONDUCTING.....ccoenenn
COLLECTION OF PLAIN
MAJOR METHODS
COLLECTION OF COMPOSI-
TIONS (MAJOR)  .oovvceorereane, 3 .

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES &
MINOR METHODS (Out of

F(S’UR WAY TABLE MINOR
METHODS
CHANGE RINGIN
BELLS .o 2
METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surﬂrlse Major
Double Norwic|
Stedman and C andsire Triples
Bristol Surprise Vvlaj or
HINTS TO BEGINN .
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—
Sect. 1ll., Double Norwich C.B 1
REPORT OF CONFERENCE
WITH SP.AB....ccccoorrnen.
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF
CHURCH BELLS Card?_
MODEL CODE OF RULES—
Rlngers Society or Company.
VILLAGE BELLS SNeW dition
METHODS COMMITTEE'S R
PORT ON EXTENSION 10

Post free from

MISS P. J. AYRIS,
10, Sherwood Close, Launton, Bicester,
Oxon.

[}

o O O 0000 O

JOHN NICOLL

CHURCH BELL ROPE AND CLOCK ROPE MANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13

LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral,

Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans,
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester,

Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute,
Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough,
Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester,

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

MUFFLERS :: RINGING MATS ::

WILLIAM POTTS & SONS, LTD.
Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks

And 9, Adelphi

niim 11 for the Proprietors by the Woodbridge Press,

MATTING

:: FLAG LINES :: ETC. ETC.
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BEDFORDSHIRE SURPRISE

MAJOR
12345678 5,024
By DENNIS KNOX
21436587 23456 W B M H
12346857
21438675 64235 —
24183657 24536
42816375 53246 —
24186735 23645
42817653
24871635 23564 A
42786153
47281635 45236 — —
74826153 25634 —
47862513
74685231 25463 A
76482513
67845231 25346 A
76854321
24365 1 —
L.E. 3527486 36245 — -
26543 —
23456 — 2 —

TURNER’S HILL, SUSSEX.—On Feb. 14th, 1,176
Plain Bob Minor : Beryl Colbrun 1, H. J. Wilde (first
of Minor ‘inside ) 2, Patricia ‘M. Howard 3. C. F.
Bonnett 4, F. H. Hicks (cond.) 5, J. A. Howard 6,
E. Constable 7. First of Minor by 1, 4 and 7.

MAKERS of FINE QUALITY GOODS
FOR OVER 200 YEARS

For your

Bell Ropes & Church Flags
write to
JOSEPH BRYANT LIMITED

*5, OLD MARKET ST., BRISTOL 2
Tel. 24026.
Your enquiries will be welcomed.

The JASPER SNOWDON
SERIES

‘ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pages;
31-

-GRANDSIRE by J. A. Trollope; 130

‘STEDgMAN’ by J. A. Trollope; 150

X gDe 2/10

STANDARD METHODS,” 12th edition.
Letterpress 1954 reprlnt 3/-. Dia-
rams 2/6

‘TREBLE BOB.” Out of print, being
rewritten.

*SURPRISE METHODS,” by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10
All post free on receipt of postal order
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON

The Cottage,
Cavendish Street, CARTMEL,
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

bankfield~tbrraqg* leeds. 4
Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE,
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD,

. Guildford, and Published br the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams Buildings, London, E.C.4.



