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CHURCH BELLS AND THE SAINTS

SUGGESTION has been more than once made that 
the patronal and other festivals set out in the Church’s 
Calendar might well be kept in reserve for peal and 

quarter peal attempts. The idea is a perfectly sound one, 
if only to give less excuse to those individuals who are 
none too favourably disposed towards bells, and who query 
the reason for long ringing, only to find out that ‘ Jack 
Jones wanted his first 5,040 in some method,’ or that ‘ Tom 
Smith’s wife had had a birthday ’!

It might be asked—What have saints’ days got to do 
with bells? In similar vein it could be asked—Why name 
certain methods of change ringing after saints, since the 
latter have all been dead and gone centuries before change 
ringing was thought of?

It was a common practice with many of our pre- 
Reformation bell founders to name certain bells after 
saints—and not always apostolic saints, the only ones 
of whom some people can ever think. Our church dedica­
tions and the Church’s Calendar name many others. 
Already some have been used to identify a number of five- 
and six-bell methods, some extending to the higher num­
bers. Whilst St. Clement and St. Simon are perhaps the 
best known, others come to mind, such as St. Martin, St. 
Bartholomew, St. Nicholas, St. Columb, St. Blaise, St. 
Giles, St. Peter, St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Miles, St. 
Dunstan, St. Luke, St. John, St. Augustine, and in the 
Central Council’s 1931 collection are two others not so 
much heard of nowadays, St. Vedost and St. Alphege, the 
former named after the church close by St. Paul’s Cathe­
dral, and the latter after the archbishop who was martyred 
by the Danes on the Thames estuary in 1012, to whom a 
church at Greenwich is dedicated. A more recent addition 
is All Saints.

On six bells one can, among others, think of St. Wer- 
burgh—the Mercia. Her home, it is said, was in Northants 
—at Weedon Bee. Some of these saints’ names, and addi­
tional ones, can be seen on old bells still in existence, as 
well as on some recast and some modern bells, like one 
at Roade, Northants, recently dedicated.

Understandably, perhaps the most common dedication 
is St. Mary. Northants has a number of such examples, 
the oldest being the second of four bells at Cold Ashby, 
inscribed ‘ Maria Vocor. Ano. Dni. Mcccxvii.’ This bell is 
believed to have been cast (in 1317) by William-de-Flint. 
Following it, by a few years, is the tenor of four in the

leaning tower of Stowe-IX-Churches, which is inscribed, 
‘ Ave Maria, gracia plena,’ meaning ‘ Hail Mary, full of 
grace.’ This same inscription will be found on the second 
of the five at Alderton, on the fourth of five at Grafton 
Regis, the fourth of eight at King’s Sutton, the tenor of six 
at Potterspury, and the fifth of six at Wadenhoe.

‘ Sancta Maria ora pro nobis ’ can be seen on the treble 
of five at Passenham, and before being recast in 1884 was 
on the second of the five at Bozeat. Upton has one bell 
inscribed ‘ Sancta Maria ’ (the C is reversed and the S 
lying on its side). The third of five at Polebrook has on 
it ‘ S. Maria.’ And on the tenor of three at Winwick 
(which is believed another William-de-Flint bell) is just 
‘ Maria.’

A very interesting old bell is the second of three at 
Glapthorne, by a little heard of bell founder (Johannes 
Sleyt). It is inscribed ‘ Inndre Satti Maria. Johannes Sleyt 
me fecit.’ The tenor of these same three commemorates 
St. Andrew, and is inscribed ‘ Sancte Andrea ora pro 
nobis.’ This inscription is varied. On the smaller of two 
bells at Northborough is read * Ista Campana facta est in 
honore St. Andree.’ Polebrook’s second is inscribed 
‘ Andrea.’ St. Thomas is the dedication on the fourth of 
five at Sudborough, inscribed ‘ Thomas,’ and on the third 
of five at Geddington is seen ‘ S. Thomas.’

St. Katherine finds favour on a number of bells, as, for 
example, the second of three at Horton, believed to have 
come from the Reading foundry of Sanders between 1539 
and 1559. This bell is unfortunately badly cracked, and is 
inscribed, ‘ Sancta Katerina ora pro nobis.’ It was at 
Horton that the family of Catherine Parr (last wife of 
Henry VIII.) held residence. * Campana vocor Katerina ’ 
will be seen on the first of two bells in the old tower at 
Slapton, where there is also a very old priest bell of 
circa 1310 inscribed ‘ Richard De Wambis me fesit.’

Intended obviously for ‘ Sancta Katerina ’ can be seen 
‘ Sacan (reversed C) Cterina ’ on the second of four at 
Barby, and the fourth of five at Roade has on it ‘ Sancta 
Katerina ora pro nobis.’ This bell, together with the tenor 
and the third, is believed the work of Henry Jordon, a 
London founder from 1442-1470. Considered to be cast by 
the same man are all four bells at Fawsley, some of the 
clearest examples of pre-Reformation work anywhere. 
Fawsley, a tiny parish in extensive parkland, is now 
threatened with extinction. From 1416 until .about 30 years 
ago a famous family named Knightley had an estate there.

[Continued next page.
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The old mansion is now disgracefully used as a timber 
shop. The treble of Fawsley’s four is inscribed ‘ Sancte 
Botolfe ora pro nobis,’ being the only bell in Northants 
dedicated to St. Botolph. Another only dedication is the 
new treble to the recently augmented five a.t Roade, dedi­
cated to St. Cecilia, patron saint of music, whose festival 
is on November 22nd.

Another, Hargrave, has the only bell I know of in 
Northants dedicated to St. Anthony, the tenor of four 
being inscribed ‘ S. Antonie.’ Other references to St. 
Anthony can, however, be found at Stanford-on-Avon and 
at Lamport. S. Margareta, which could mean St. Mar­
garet of Antioch or St. Margaret Queen of Scotland, is to 
be seen on the third of four at Charwelton, and was in­
scribed on the treble to old four prior to 1727 at Roade, 
in which year it'was recast by Thomas Russell, of Woolton, 
Beds. Its inscription reads, ‘ Nova Campana Margareta 
est Honorata.’ The tenor of five at Twywell appears to be 
the only one dedicated to St. Augustine, being inscribed 
‘ Vox Augustini sonet in Aure Dei.’ A very rare dedica­
tion is on the third of the heavy five bells at Castle Ashby, 
with a unique stamp, which shows, like the five bells in the 
Church of St. Bartholomew the Great, London, it is a 
Bullisdon bell of circa 1510. On it is inscribed ‘ Sancta 
Agatha ora pro nobis.’ The festival of St. Agatha falls 
early in the year.

St. Anna is another favourite dedication. She is curiously 
inscribed ‘ Saauu ’ (S on its side) on the second at Great- 
worth of three bells there. She was commemorated on the 
old fourth of the original five (now eight) at Thrapston, 
viz., ‘ Sancta Anna ora pro nobis,’ and the same inscription 
is on the second of six at Paulerspury.

A very historic bell by one of the early Newcombes of 
Leicester, which is undated, but which we know was put 
in at the time the church was built in 1534, is at Whiston, 
inscribed ‘ S. Anna.’ It is the third of five. Anthony 
Catesby (whose family some years later got mixed up 
with the Fresham family in the Gunpowder Plot) sold a 
flock of sheep to provide this ‘ St. Anna bell.’ He is 
reputed to have said to his wife on hearing it rung for 
the first time, 4 Hark, can you hear my lambs bleating?’

St. Peter is commemorated on many old bells in other 
counties, but strangely on few in Northants. On the recast 
second of four at Holcot will be seen * Sancti Petri.’ Isham, 
with six bells, until 1907 had four, the old third of which 
was dedicated to St. Ambrose. St. Gabriel can be found 
on several bells, as on another old Henry Jordan bell 
(the fourth of five) at Old (sometimes called Wold), where 
the inscription reads, ‘ Missi de Celis (C reversed) hab 
Nomen Gabrielis.’ And on the old fourth of five at Easton 
Maudit before being recast was ‘ Dulcis Sisto melis Cam­
pana Vocor Gabrielis,’ meaning ‘ I am called the bell of 
Gabriel.’

All these inscriptions and others besides show there is 
ample reason why we should associate the saints’ names 
with our ringing of the bells. P. A.

TWELVE BELL PEALS
BIRMINGHAM.

ST. MARTIN’S G U ILD  FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRM INGHAM  
On Sat., Jan. 30, 1954, in  3 H ours and  38 M inutes,

A t  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P h i l i p ,
A PEAL OF 5280 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAXIMUS

Tenor 31 cwt. 21 lb. in D.
A l b e r t  W a l k e r . .Treble F r a n k  E .  P e r v in . 7
F r e d  D u n k e r l e y . 2 T e r r y  R .  H a m p t o n 8
J o h n  W o r t h  . . 3 A r t h u r  V. P ea r so n . 9
F r a n k  W . P e r r e n s . 4 P e t e r  B o r d e r . 10
J .  E d w a r d  C a w s e r  . . . 5 G e o r g e  E .  F earn . 11
J o h n  P in f o l d  . . . 6 E d w a r d  J e n k in s . Tenor

C o n d u c te d  by J o h n  W o r t h .

A S T O N , B I R M I N G H A M .
S T . M A R T I N ’S G U I L D F O R  T H E  D I O C E S E  O F  B I R M I N G H A M

O n Sat., Feb. 6 1954, in 3 Hours and  41 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S S . P e t e r  a n d  P a u l ,

A PEAL OF 5280 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAXIMUS
T e n o r  25 c w t. in  D .

A n t h o n y  A g e r . .Treble A r t h u r  V. P e a r so n 7
A l b e r t  W a l k e r . 2 T er r y  R .  H a m pt o n . 8
M u r ie l  R e a y  . . 3 R a l p h  G .  E d w a r d s 9
J .  E d w a r d  C a w s e r  . . 4 *B rya n  D .  A . W o o l l e y  . . 10
J o h n  P in f o l d 5 H arry  P a r k e s . 11
E d g a r  C .  S h e p h e r d . 6 G e o r g e  E .  F earn  . . . Tenor
C o m p o s e d  by F r e d e r ic k D e n c h . C o n d u c te d  by G e o r g e  E. F e a r n .

‘ First peal of Maximus.

TEN BELL PEALS
CARDIFF.

THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 3 Hours and  11 M inutes,

A t  t u b  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J o h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,
A PEAL OF 5079 STEDMAN CATERS

Tenor 27 cwt.
B ro. F re d e r ic k  G. L eak er, St. Keyna Lodge No. 1833 . .  ..T reb le  
B ro . F re d e r ic k  J. B ailey , Trisant Lodge No. 4154 . .  . .  2
B ro. A lb e r t  M. T y le r ,  Burnett Lodge No. 6789 ................... 3
B ro. Jo h n  M. S ta l l a r d ,  Burnett Lodge No. 6789 ................... 4
B ro. A r th u r  G . M ason, Rectitude Lodge No. 4727 ................... 5
B ro. R e g in a ld  H. A d d is , Unity Lodge No. 6030 ................... 6
W. B ro. F ra n k  H a n s fo rd , Brotherly Love Lodge No. 329 . .  7 
B ro. G i lb e r t  H . H ard in g , Concord Lodge No. 632 . .  . .  8 
B ro. W. B e rtra m  K y n a s to n , Royal Sussex Lodge No. 355 . .  9
B ro . A la n  A . H i l l i a r ,  Burnett Lodge N o. 6789 ...................Tenor
Composed by H . W. H a le y . Conducted by W. B e rtra m  K y n a s to n . 

First peal to be rung in Wales by a band of Freemasons.

NOTTINGHAM.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 3 H ours and  23 M inutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M a ry -th e -V irg in ,

A PEAL OF 5000 STEDMAN CATERS 
Tenor 35 cwt. 2 qr. 23 lb. in C.

Ja ck  L. M illh o u s e .  . ..T reb le
Betty Brown .................... 2
A rc h e r  T. Low m an . .  *3 
G e o f f r e y  P a u l  . .  . .  4 
C h a r le s  E. B row n . .  5

H e rb e r t  Low m an . .  
Sydney A. C ham bers 
H. L e s lie  Pask 
John  W ald en  . .  
Raym ond F. S m ith  . .

6
7
8 
9

Tenor
Composed by C. W. R o b e rts . Conducted by Ja ck  L. M illh o u s e . 

A 21st birthday compliment to Miss Betty Brown.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
New  Installations : Repairs : M aintenance 

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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EIGHT BELL PEALS
SOUTH W IGSTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.

THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On M on ., Jan. 25, 1954, in 2 H ours and  43 M inutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. T hom as,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 

J. J. Parker’s Twelve-part (7th observation). 
Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr. 19 lb. in F.

♦John R. N orm an 
Glenys R. B odyco te  
Jo h n  M . J e l le y  
G. H a r ry  B ray

. .T re b le  B rian  G . W arw ick  . .  5
2 E rn e s t  J. J e l le y  . .  . .  6
3 A r th u r  E . B o d y c o te  . .  7
4 G e o rg e  V. D eacon . .  Tenor 

Conducted by B rian  G . W arw ick .
* First peal away from tenor.
Rung to  welcome the Right Reverend R. R. Williams, who was 

enthroned Bishop of Leicester in the Cathedral on January 23rd, 1954.

HARPENDEN, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 30, 1954, in 3 Hours,
At the C hurch of St . N icholas,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 15 cwt.

B e rtie  A. C o r n e l l  . .  . .  Treble
E ric Edmondson . .  . .  2
S ta n le y  H u c k le  . .  . .  3
G e o rg e  W. D ebenham  . .  4

F re d e r ic k  J. Spicer . .  5 
• F re d e r ic k  C . J a c k lin  . .  6

Arthur D ay ....................  <7
T hom as J . S ou tham  . .  Tenor

Composed by F. N o la n  G o ld e n . Conducted by T hom as J. Southam . 
* First peal of Major ‘ inside.’
Mr. Day has now ‘ circled the tower.’

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On W ed., Feb. 3, 1954, in 2 H ours and  24 M inutes,
At the Bell F oundry C ampanile,

A PEAL OF 5056 KIRKLINGTON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 6J cwt.

..T reb le  I E rn e s t  W . R aw sonH a ro ld  J. P o o le  . .
•W in if re d  M . B u rto n  . .  2 
J . F re d e r ic k  M iln e r  . .  3 
M rs . H . J. P o o le  . .  . .  4 

Composed by E rn e s t  W. T ip le r . 
* First peal in the method.

J ohn A . A cres 
•B rian G . W arwick 
T erence A . T hornber
Conducted by H a r o ld  J. P o o l e .

BIRMINGHAM.
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Thurs., Feb. 4, 1954, in 2 Hours and  44 M inutes,
A t  t h f  C a t h e d r -vl C h u r c h  o p  S t . P h i l i p .

A PEAL OF 5024 BARNET SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 10 lb. in A.

H e n ry  H . F e a rn  . .  ..Treble  
E v e ly n  M. F le tc h e r  . .  2
M u r ie l  R eay ................... 3
P e te r  B o rd e r  ................... 4

•E rn e s t  J. J e l le y  . .  ..Treble
W in ifre d  M. B u rto n  . .  2
Mrs. H. J . P o o le  . .  3

t  John  M. J e l le y  . .  . .  4
Composed by C. H . M id d le to n . Conducted by H a r o ld  J. P o o le .

• 50th peal, t  25th peal. { 50th peal together. First in the method 
by all the band except the ringer of the 3rd.

5
6 
7

. Tenor

Jo h n  P in fo ld  ...................  5
T e r r y  R . H am pton  . .  6 
G e o rg e  E. F e a rn  . .  . .  7 
C l i f f o r d  A. B a rro n  . .  Tenor 

Composed by H . G. C ashm ore. Conducted by C l i f f o r d  A . B a rro n . 
First in the method for the Guild, and by all.

WILLESDEN, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Thurs., Feb. 4, 1954, in  2 Hours and  42 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5024 HARLESDEN SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. ,25 lb.

E rn e s t  H . K ilb y  . .  . .T re b le  I T hom as J. L ock  . .  . .  5 
C. E d w a rd  J e f f r i e s  . .  2 I ‘ B rian  D. T h r e l f a l l  . .  6 
T hom as H . F ra n c is  . .  3 A lf r e d  J. H o u se  . .  . .  7 
A lic k  C u t l e r  . . . .  4 R ic h a rd  F . B. Speed . .  Tenor 

Composed and Conducted by R ic h a rd  F . B. Speed.
* 25th Surprise Major method for a peal. 60th Surprise Major 

method on the bells. First peal in the method.

GILMORTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

O n Fri., Feb. 5. 1954, in 2 H ours and  39 M inutes,
At the C hurch o p- All Saints,

A PEAL OF 5056 SOUTHWELL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10J cwt.

E rn e s t  W. R aw son  . .  5 
{ H a ro ld  J . P o o le  . .  . .  6 
{John  A . A c re s  . . . .  7 

S. A n th o n y  Je sso n  . .  Tenor

HENLEY, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

O n Fri., Feb. 5, 1954, in  2 H ours and 45 M inutes,
At  the C hurch of St . P eter,

A PEAL OF 5088 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB M A JO k 
Tenor 8 cwt. 3 lb. in A flat.

G e o rg e  W. Pipe . .  . .T re b le  Jo h n  S. W ybrew  . .  . .  5 
Jo h n  W . C . B ly th e  . .  2 J G e o rg e  E . Sym onds . .  6 
P a tr ic ia  M . C la r k e  . .  3 | R o n a ld  W . S te w a rd  . .  7
R o b e rt  E. L e s te r  . . . .  4 C e c il W . P i p e ....................Tenor
Com posed by J ames H unt. Conducted by Cecil W . P ipe .

%
BATH, SOMERSET.

THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 3 Hours and  3 M inutes,

At the C hurch of St . M ary-the-V irgin ,
A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES

H eyw ood’s Transposition. T enor 19 cwt. 2 qr. 12 lb. in E flat,
W illia m  J. P r e s c o t t  ..T re b le  j W illiam  F . J. Cope . .  5

•E r ic  N a y lo r  ................... 2 ‘ E d w ard  J. F r^  . .  . .  6
G eo rg e  P r e s c o t t  . . . .  3 ( R o g e r  O. F ry  . .  . .  7 
Je ss e  H a l l e t t  . . . .  4 | K e n n e th  F . M edw ay . .T e n o r  

Conducted by R o g e r O. F ry .
* First peal in the method. First peal in the method on the bells. 
Rung for the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

BOLTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 2 H ours and  47 M inutes,
At  the C hurch of T he H oly T rinity,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 17| cwt. in E.

•Jo h n  F . W ood  . .  ..Treble  [ F re d  P r i tc h a rd  . .  . .  5 
N orm an Tom pkins . .  2 F ra n k  R e y n o ld s  . .  . .  6
G eo rg e  A. B e ll  . .  . .  3 * t P e te r  C ro o k , sen . . .  7 
R ev. R . D. S t. Jo h n  S m ith  4 Jam es L. W rig h t  . .  Tenor

Composed by T . B. W o rs le y . Conducted by P e te r  C rook , sen.
• 25th peal together, f  4O0th peal.
Rung to celebrate the birth of a son to the ringer of the 4th and 

Mrs. Smith.

EARL SHILTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 2 H ours and 42 M inutes,
A t t h e  C h u rc h  o f  SS. Simon and  Ju d e ,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR
Middleton’s.
N ancy E. M a rk le w  ..T reb le  
M rs . H . J. P o o le  . .  . .  2 

•R i ta  S t r a t f o r d  (16) . .  3 
•C h r is t in e  S t r a t f o r d  (14) 4

Tenor 11 cwt. 3 qr. 13 lb. in G.
S h ir le y  B u r to n  . .  . .  5 
T erence  A. T h o rn b e r  . .  6 
A lf re d  B a lla r d  . .  . .  7 
M ic h ae l E. B row n . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by M ic h ae l E. B row n.
First peal of Major. First peal of Surprise Major as conductor.

GREAT DUNMOW, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in  3 H ours and 12 M inutes,
At  the Church of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5152 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 21J cwt. in E.

•H . W a l te r  Sm ith  . .  ..T re b le  j R o n a ld  S u c k lin g  . .  . .  5 
G e o rg e  S c h le u te r  . .  2 i D r. L. S. C a s tle d e n  . .  6 

•H a r ry  S tebbings . . . .  3 G eo rg e  S au n d ers  . .  . .  7 
A lf r e d  T. M. P e r ry  . .  4 j Joseph  C . Jen n in g s . .  . .T e n o r  

Composed by J . R eeve. Conducted by R o n a ld  S u ck lin g .
• Fjrst peal of Kent Major.
Rung for the Patronal Festival and in honour of the anniversary of 

the Accession of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

HIGHAM FERRERS, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. -6, 1954, in 3 H ours and  12 M inutes.
A t the C hurch of St . M ary.

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPI ES 
Tenor 22 cwt. 3 qr. 17 lb. in E.

..T reb le  
2

H arry J* R ichardson 
E rnest E. W hitmore

A lb e r t  J. W ilso n  
•D a v id  P r ie s t le y  

A r th u r  G ibbs 
•Jo h n  M. C la rk e  
Composed by B. A nnab le . Conducted by E rn e s t  E . W h itm ore  

• First peal and first attempt.

3 W illiam  J . W hitmore 
•R alph W hiting

. .  5 

. ..  6 

. .  7 
. .  Tenor
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ILKESTON, DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in  3 H ours and  2 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5024 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 17 cwt. 9 lb.

D en is R. C a r l i s l e  ..T re b le  I E d w a rd  F. G obey . .  . .  5 
•M a rio n  B ra d le y  . . . .  2 H a ro ld  T a y lo r  . .  . .  6
•G ordon H a l l ....................  3 ‘F rank Bradley . .  . .  7
•D o re e n  A rm s tro n g  . .  4 G . R o n a ld  E d w a rd s  . .  Tenor 

Com posed and Conducted by E d w ard  F . G obey.
* First peal in method.

KNEBWORTH, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

O n Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 2 H ours and  47 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  SS. M a ry -th e -V irg in  an d  T hom as-a-B ecket,

A PEAL OF 5024 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 121 cwt.

S ta n le y  H u c k le  . .  ..Treble  | F re d e r ic k  C. J a c k lin  . .  5 
F re d e r ic k  J . S p icer . .  2 fJoHN R . K e tte r in g h a m  6 

•B a rb a ra  M a rk s  . . . .  3 G e o rg e  W. D ebenham  . .  7 
R e g in a ld  W. D a r v i l l  . .  4 T hom as J. S ou tham  . .T e n o r  

Composed by J . B a rk e r . Conducted by T hom as J. S ou tham .
• First peal * inside ’ and first of Major, t  First peal of Major.

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 2 H ours and  24 M inutes,
A t the Bell F oundry C ampanile,

A PEAL OF 5120 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 6J cwt.

E. C h a r le s  T u rn e r  . .  ..Treble  j M rs . H. J . P o o le  . .  . .  5 
W in if re d  M . B u rto n  . .  2 T e re n c e  A . T h o rn b e r  . .  6 
Jo h n  M. J e l le y  . . . .  3 E rn e s t  J . J e l l e y  . .  . .  7 
H a ro ld  J . P o o le  . . . .  4 \ Jo h n  A . A c re s  . .  . .T e n o r  
Com posed by F re d e r ic k  H. D e x te r . Conducted by H a ro ld  J . P o o le .

OTTERY ST. MARY, DEVONSHIRE.
THE GU ILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 3 H ours and  18 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 OXFORD BOB TRIPLES
C .C .C. N o. 8. T enor 18J cwt.
•K e n n e th  C la r k e  . .  ..T re b le  | t E r n e s t  W. R ow e . .  . .  5
tA RTH U R TAPLEY . . . .  2 I JACK SALWAY ................... 6
tJoHN A rb u ry  . .  . .  3 G e o rg e  E. R e t t e r  . .  . .  7 
1-R eginald W o o d le y  . .  4 {F ran k  S o u th w o o d  . .  Tenor  
Composed by J. J. P a rk e r .  Conducted by G e o rg e  E. R e t t e r .

* First peal of Triples, f  First peal in the method. } First peal. 
First peal on the bells since rehanging.

Rung to mark the retirement of J. Arbury, sexton at this church for
27 years.

SPELDHURST, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 3 H ours and  10 M inutes,
A t  the C hurch of St . M ary-th e-V irgin ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
J. A. Lambert’s Variation of J. R. Pritchard’s. Tenor 13 cwt.

B e tty  A. T e s te r  . .  . .T re b le  R e g in a ld  E . L am b ert . .  5 
B e rn a rd  W . P a n k h u r s t  2 L u th e r  J . H o n ess  . .  . .  6 

•Jo h n  T . M e d h u rs t  . .  3 E rn e s t  J . L ad d  . .  . .  7 
W illia m  R. M a n se r . .  4 R o b e r t  T . L a m b e rt. . . .  Tenor 

Conducted by R o b e rt  T . L am bert.
•  First peal of Major ‘ inside.’
Rung on the second anniversary of the Accession of H.M. Queen 

Elizabeth II. A 16th birthday compliment to Betty A. Tester.

WRITTLE, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 3 H ours and  5 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of A ll Saints,

A PEAL OF 5088 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 18 cwt.

E rn e s t  E. S. Jo h n so n  ..T reb le  
E rn e s t  W. F u rb a n k  . .  2 

•H o w a rd  W. E g g le s to n e  3 
t J o e  E . G. R o a s t  . .  . .  4

Percy G reen ....................  5
D ennis A . S. Symonds . .  6
P e te r  J. E v es ...................  7
H a r ry  J. M i l l a t t  . .  . .  Tenor

FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
EATON BISHOP, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 23, 1954, in 3 H ours and 2 M inutes,
A t  th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M ic h a e l an d  A l l  A n g e ls ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being 42 six-scores (10 callings). Tenor 12 cwt.
D e rr ic k  G . C la rk e  . .  . .T re b le  L e s l ie  H . C olcom be . .  4 
T hom as J . G u n d y  . . . .  2 A ubrey  J. P ro b e r t  . .  5 
R e g in a ld  G . P o w e l l  . .  3 R ic h a rd  A . C olcom be . .  Tenor 

Conducted by R e g in a ld  G . P o w e ll .
Rung as a birthday compliment to the ringer of the 4th.

EARL’S CROOME, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.

O n Sat., Jan. 30, 1954, in 2 H ours and  46 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . N icholas.

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR
Being seven different extents. Tenor 9 cwt.
F ra n c is  J. C u b b e rley  ..T reb le  E rn e s t  F. C u b b e rle y  . .  4 
E d w a rd  M au n d  . .  . .  2 C y r i l  T a n s e l l  . .  . .  5 
S idney  T . H o l t  . .  . .  3 - 1  C h a r le s  J. Camm . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by S idney T . H o l t .

FRYERNING, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 30, 1954, in 2 H ours and  45 M inutes,
A t th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M ary ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being one extent each of Double Oxford and Cambridge Surprise and 
five'extents of Plain Bob. Tenor 9 cwt.
P e te r  W ils h e r  . .  ..T reb le  E rn e s t  E . S. Jo h n so n  . .  4 

• P a tr ic k  Saj_tm arsh . .  2 Jo e  E. G. R o a s t  . .  . .  5 
H o w a rd  W . E g g le s to n e  3  D en n is  A. S. Sym onds . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Jo e  E. G. R o a s t.
* First peal. 25th peal as conductor.

LOCKING, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 30, 1954, in 2 H ours and  46 M inutes,
A t  th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. A u g u s tin e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven extents, each called differently. Tenor 7 cwt. 3 qr. 1 lb.
P e rc y  H . H u l l ....................Treble I M a rjo rie  Legg . .  . .  4
G w ily n  Salm on . .  2 K e n n e th  M edw ay . .  . .  5
H a r ry  S m ith  . .  . .  . .  3 : G e o rg e  P r e s c o t t  . .  . .  Tenor  

Conducted by G e o rg e  P re s c o t t .
Rung as a welcome to the Rev. D. Tongue, following his induction 

as Vicar of Locking.

M O R IO N , DERBYSHIRE.
THE EAST DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTS ASSOCIATION.

On Sat.. Jan. 30, 1954, in 2 H ours and  32 M inutes.
At the C hurch of the H oly C ross,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being two extents each of Kent Treble Bob, Cambridge Surprise, N or­
wich Surprise and one of Oxford Treble Bob. Tenor 4} cwt.
M . W right
G . H oldoate
H . F ranklin

.Treble W . Swain 
E. Sterland 
P . W right

4
5

Tenor

Composed by N a th a n  J. P i ts to w . Conducted by Jo e  E. G . R o a s t.
• First peal of Surprise Major ‘ inside.’ f  First peal in the method.

Conducted by E. S te r la n d .
Rung by the local band as a birthday compliment to W. Swain, and 

in honour of the return to the company of E. Sterland, after serving 
with the R.A.F.

OXENDON. NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 30, 1954, in 2 H ours and  42 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . H elen ,
A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 

Being 42 six-scores, viz.. two extents of Stedman. eight April Day, 
twelve Plain Bob, and twenty Grandsire. Tenor 7 cwt. 2 lb. in A. 
M ic h a e l A . M essam  . .Treble  I A r t h u r  J. M i l lw a r d  . .  3 

•C e c i l  A. Sw ann . . . .  2 I D e re k  E. G r i f f in  . .  . .  4 
G e o rg e  H o l l ic k  . .  . .  Tenor  
Conducted by G eo rg e  H o ll ic k .

• First peal ‘ inside.’ First peal in four Doubles methods as con­
ductor.

Rung as a farewell to Cecil A. Swann, who is joining H.M. Forces.
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NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.
THE DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On M o n ., Feb. 1, 1954, in 2 Hours and  50 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St. John-th e-Baptist,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tepor 11 cwt. 5 lb. in

K e n n e t h  W . C h e e s e m a n . 
H a r o l d  W a l k e r  . .  . 
P h i l i p  G. D r a f f a n  . .  .

A flat.
4
5

. Tenor

• J u n e  H a l l  ....................Treble
M a rg a re t  A . S o f t le y  . .  2 
J . B renda S o f t le y  . .  3

Conducted by P h ilip  G. D ra ffa n .
* First peal.

OTTERSHAW, SURREY.
THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GU ILD.

O n W ed., Feb. 3, 1954, in  2 H ours and  58 M inutes,
At  Ch rist  C hurch,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being three 720's of Kent Treble Bob, and four 720’s of Plain Bob.

Tenor 16 cwt. 2 qr. in F.
•Jo h n  A. M a rtin  . .  ..T re b le  ; ’ R o b e r t  J . A n d re w s  . .  4 
R o la n d  W. M o ra n t . .  2 ! ‘ Jam es F. D odson  . .  . .  5
A. P a tr ic k  C annon . .  3 | R oy C o l l i n s ....................Tenor

Conducted by A. P a tr ic k  C annon.
* First peal of Minor in two methods. Rung as a compliment to 

Mr. R. W. Morant, on being appointed a lay reader of Guildford 
Diocese on this date.

BUSHBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD. 

On Sat., Feb. 6 , 1954, in 2 H ours and  44 M inutes,
At  the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 10 cwt.
•G e o rg e  D e a n ....................Treble | E rn e s t  S t i t c h ..................... 4
H e r b e r t  K n ig h t . . . .  2 j M a u rice  G . T u rn e r  . .  5 
C h r is to p h e r  W a l l a t e r . .  3 I H o w a rd  H o w e l l  . .  . .T e n o r  

Conducted by M a u ric e  G. T u rn e r .
* First peal. The first peal on the bells since being rehung.

COCKERHAM, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

(Lancaster Branch.)
On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 3 H ours,

A t the C hurch of St . M ichael,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR

Tenor 11 cwt.
H erbert Rainford 
F rank F . Postlethwaite

Being seven different extents.
G eo rg e  B ra ith w a ite  ..T reb le  
S ta n le y  A n d e r to n  . .  . .  2 
Jam es W . M e tc a l fe  . .  3 i ‘ S idney J e f f r e y  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by G eo rg e  E. B ra ith w a ite .
* First peal of Minor.

CRANFORD, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 2 H ours and  28 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . D unstan,

A PEAL OF 5040 SURPRISE MINOR 
Being 720 each of Norwich, Lightfoot, London, York, Beverley, 
Bourne and Cambridge. Tenor 7 cwt. in B.
R o b e r t  G . L ay 
B arbara  A. M it c h e l l  
J o h n  R .  M a y n e

..T reb le  Jo h n  D. R ock  . .  . .  4 
R ic h a rd  F. B. Speed . .  5 
R ich a rd  E. P ric e  . .  . .T e n o r  

Conducted by R ic h a rd  E. P rice .
GAMSTON, NOTTINGHAM SHIRE.

THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 6, J954, in 2 H ours and  48 M inutes,

A t the C hurch of St . P eter,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR

Tenor 8J cwt.Being seven extents. 
G ra c e  B u rc h n a l l  

t  M ic h a e l Kemp 
G e o rg e  C h a lla n s

K a th a r in e  B u r c h n a l l  . .  4 
Jo h n  N e w b e r t  . .  . .  5 
H a ro ld  D enm an . .  . .  Tenor

. .Treble  
.. 2 

■  . , 3 
Conducted by H a ro ld  D enm an.

* First peal. A farewell to Michael Kemp on joining the R.A.F. 
HAILSHAM, SUSSEX.

THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
O n Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 2 H ours and  40 M inutes,

A t the C hurch of St . M ary,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 

Tenor 9 |  cwt
E rn e s t  E. B reed  
G e r a ld  L. G a d d  
C. Jo h n  P iper

4
5

Tenor

•B e ry l  H . U n s te a d  . .T reble  
F ra n k  H . Beeney . .  . /  2 
G e o rg e  Beeney . .  . .  3

Conducted by G e r a l d  L. G a d d .
* First peal. First peal as conductor. First peal of Grandsirc 

Doubles by all the band. First peal on the bells since restoration.
Rung to mark the birth of a son to Mr. and Mrs. I. Gadd, ringers 

a t this tower.

GILLETT
AND

JOHNSTON
LIMITED

N o matter in which corner of the country 
you happen to be, as likely as not you 
will come across Gillett & Johnston bells 
or tower clocks. Gillett & Johnston crafts­
manship is embodied in an all-embracing 
service—as much in the preservation 
and restoration of old rings of antiquarian 
interest as in the installation of new.

B E L L  F O U N D E R S
A N D

C L O C K  M A K E R S
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STAMFORD, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 2 H ours and  50 M inutes,
A t  the C hurch of St . M artin,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
Being 720 Double Oxford, 1,440 Oxford Treble Bob, 1,440 Kent Treble 
Bob and 1,440 Plain Bob. Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr.
R o n a ld  H i l l  ....................Treble P e rc y  D. B a ld o c k  . .  . .  4
H e r b e r t  G o ak es  . .  . .  2 Jo h n  H . B lu f f  . .  . .  5 
R o n a ld  R u s s e l l  . . . .  3 j J .  F re d e r ic k  H u b b ard  . .  Tenor 

C onducted by Jo h n  H . B lu f f .
LIM PSFIELD CHART, SURREY.
THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 2 H ours and  37 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . Andrew ,

,  A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
Being seven extents in 11 methods, viz., (1) Hereward Bob and 
Oxford B ob; (2) Thelwall and Childwall; (3) Double Oxford and St. 
Clement’s ; (4) Double Bob and Plain B o b ; (5) Cambridge Surprise;

(6) Oxford Treble Bob ; (7) Kent Treble Bob.
qr. 21 lb. in G. 
* R o lan d  W. M o ra n t 
‘ Jam es W. K n ig h t . .  
A. P a tr ic k  C annon

4
5

Tenor

Tenor 10 cwt. 1 
L eo n ard  A. T id y  . .  . .T reb le
R a lp h  B ird  ...................  2

•C o lin  J. Cham pion . .  3
Conducted by A. P a tr ic k  C annon.

•F irs t peal in 11 methods. Messrs. A. P. Cannon and R. W. 
M orant’s 25th peal together in 28 attempts.

STISTED, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1953, in 2 H ours and  43 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of All Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being one extent of Double Court, two extents each of Oxford Treble 
Bob, Kent Treble Bob and Plain Bob. Tenor 10 cwt. in A.
A lb e r t  S au n d e rs  . .  ..T re b le  C e c il  B a rk e r  ...................  4

•M rs . E. C . J a rv is  . .  2 I P e te r  L. W ood . .  . .  5
T e r r y  E a r le  ................... 3 I A la n  R. S y d er . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by A la n  R. S yder.
• First peal in four methods
Rung to commemorate the second anniversary of the Accession of 

H er Majesty Queen Elizabeth II., and as a birthday compliment to the 
mother of the ringer of the 3rd.

NORWICH.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 6, 1954, in 2 H ours and  35 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . G e o r g e , C o l e g a t b .

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
Being extents of Cambridge Surprise, Double Court, Plain Bob, Double 

Oxford, Oxford Treble Bob, St. Clement’s and Kent Treble Bob. 
Tenor 9 cwt. in G  sharp.

W il l ia m  L o v e  
• J o h n  M oo itE  

A r t h u r  G . B a son

•E d w a rd  G . C u rso n  ..T reb le  
D a v id  H e ig h to n  . .  . .  2 
N o la n  G o ld e n  .-. . . 3

Conducted by N o la n  G o ld e n .
* First peal in seven methods.
Rung half-muffled in memoriam the donor of the 3rd bell.

. .  4 

. .  5 
. .  Tenor

HANDBELL PEALS
LONDON, S.E.1.

THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.
On Fri., Jan. 22, 1954, in 2 H ours and  17 M inutes, 

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor size 13 in E.

T hom as J. L ock . .  . .  1— 2 I E dw in  J. L in d le y  
W il f r id  G . W ilso n  . .  3— 4 | G e o rg e  W. M assey  
Composed by J. E. B u rto n . Conducted by E dw in  J

. .  5—6 
. .  7—8 
L in d l b y .

LONDON, S.E.1.
THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Feb. 5, 1954, in 2 H ours and  45 M inutes,
A PEAL OF 5039 GRANDSIRE CATERS

Tenor size 17 in A.
♦George W. M assey 1— 2 i *W ilfrid  G . W ilson . .  5—6
E d w in  A. B a rn e t t  . .  3— 4 | E dw in  J. L in d le y  . .  7—8 

X  ♦Thom as J. Lock . .  . .  9— 10
Composed by E. C. S hepherd . Conducted by E dw in  J. L in d lb y .

♦ First peal of Grandsire Caters ‘ in hand.’

ABBOTSBURY, DORSET.—O n Feb. 6th, 1,440 
D oubles (720 P lain Bob, 720 G ran d sire ): M. W . F ord
1, M rs. A. J. Slade 2, A. J. Slade 3, Betty J . M arsh 
(first on an  * in s id e ' bell) 4, H. J. F ord  (cond.) 5,
H . W arm ez (first quarter) 6.

A LD R IN G TO N . SUSSEX.—O n F eb. 7th, 1,260 Plain 
Bob Doubles : R . D . Brown (first away from  a  ‘ cover­
ing ’ bell) 1, S. W . Brown (cond.) 2, Valerie M epham
3. M ary W . Brown 4, H . W . Brown 5, D . H. Paine 6. 
R ung as an  82nd birthday com plim ent to  Mr. G . A. 
Steele.

BILLIN G BO RO U G H , LIN CS.—On Jan . 23rd, 1,260 
Stedm nn T rip les : A. E. B en n e tt'1 , Miss R. Brown 2, 
A. T. Randall 3, J. P. M orriss 4. P. Reynolds 5, W . E. 
C larke 6, W . B. Dawson (cond.) 7, B. H . D alton 8. 
Longest length in the method by ringers of 2, 3, 4 
and 5.

BLY TH BU RGH . S U FFO LK .—O n Feb. 6th. 1,440 
M inor (720 D ouble O xfoid and 720 St. C lem ent’s) :
E. J . Thurlow 1, Miss M. Thom pson 2, R. J. D arch 3. 
R . S. Payne 4, C. J. G ibson 5, J. W . Blythe (cond.) 6. 
F irst 720 of D ouble Oxford ‘ inside * for 2, 3, 4 and 5. 
Rung for the 25th wedding anniversary o f Mr. and Mrs. 
W . Eade, o f Blythburgh, and the 30th wedding anni- 
veisary o f  Mr. and  Mrs. C. J. Gibson.

BO W D ON , C H ESH IR E .—O n Feb. 6th, 1,264 Plain 
Bob M a jo r : D. C . Brown (first quarter) 1, Anne P. 
Brown 2, R uth  M. Jackson 3, Stella P. W ain  4. A. 
Twyman 5, Jean  C. Brown 6, A. T. P arker 7, A. J. 
Brown (cond.) 8.

BRIG HTW ELL-CUM -SO TW ELL. BERKS.—O n Jan. 
25th, 1,260 G randsire D oubles : J. H olloway 1, Audrey 
Castell 2, R . Willis 3, S. Turley 4. A. Jarvis (cond.) 5,
F . Castell 6. Rung half-muffled in memory o f  Mr. 
G eorge Sadler, fo r m any years a fellow-ringer and 
parish clerk.

BURY ST. ED M U N D S, SU FFO LK .—O n Jan . 31st. 
a t  the; N orm an Tower, 1,344 P lain Bob M ajor : W m . 
S tannard (cond.) 1, R . Rose 2. C. Stannard 3, K. 
Brown 4, P. Everett 5, W . G oodship 6, F. Buckle 7, 
J . W . Banks 8. Rung before Evensong.

C A R D IF F .—^On Feb. 7th. 1.260 G randsire Caters : 
T . Lewis 1, T . Yeomans 2, A. W . H eath 3, F . J. 
H annington 4, J. Davies 5, L. Muller (first * inside ’) 6, 
F  Rowsell (cond.) 7, J. Evans 8, W . D are 9, S. R. 
B arker 10.

G R E A T  DUNMOVY, ESSEX.—O n Jan 17th, 1,264 
Plain Bob M a jo r: Miss A. Tyler 1. Mrs. D. T . G ood- 
hew 2, R . Boykett 3, G . Schleuter 4, Dr. L. S. Castle- 
den  5, H . W . Smith (cond.) 6, A. T. M. Perry 7, G. 
Saunders 8.

QUARTER PEALS
H ARLESTO NE, N O RTH A N TS.—O n Jan. 25th,

1,260 Doubles (480 P lain Bob, 780 G randsire): J. 
C adm an 1, Dawn V. Elson 2, N . Craddock 3, M. F. 
Amos (cond.) 4, W . J. K inchin 5.

H A R T FIE LD , SUSSEX.—O n Jan . 31st, 1,200 G rand­
sire D o u b les : Rosem ary J. Parsloe 1, J. A. Howard 
(first o f D oubles in  the method) 2, Elsie F. Feltwell 3.
D . A. C ornford 4, F . H. Hicks (cond.) 5, A. Jukes 6. 
F irst in  m ethod by 1 and 3.

H EN D O N , N .W .—O n Jan. 24th. 1.260 Grandsire 
D oubles: G. P ratchett 1. D. T. C. Smith 2. R uth  
Forem an (cond.) 3. J. Parslow 4, J. Taylor 5, H. 
A rnold 6. A  birthday com plim ent to  the conductor.

H U N T IN G D O N .—O n  Feb. 7th, a t  All Saints’ Church.
1.320 Plain Bob M inor : Miss B. Spicer (first quarter) 1.
H. B. Bull 2. J. R . G . Spiccr 3, M. J. Dyer 4, H. S. 
Peacock 5, S. G ilbert (cond.) 6.

ISLEW O R TH . M ID D LX .—On Jan  31st. 1.264 Plain 
Bob M ajor : J. W ells (first o f  M ajor) 1, Miss E. Farrell
2, Mrs. S. E. Charnley 3. Mrs. O. L. Rogers 4. Mrs. 
K. F. P arr 5, F. D. Bishop 6, D . J. Charnley 7, H. W . 
Rogers (cond.) 8. A lso on  Feb. 7th, 1,277 G randsire 
Caters : J. W ells (first o f  Caters) 1, Mrs. K. F. Parr
2. Mis'? J. Creak (first o f Caters * inside ’) 3, Miss E. 
Farrell 4, M rs. O. L. Rogers 5, S. C roft 6, F. D. 
Bishop 7, B. G . M oore (first o f Caters ‘ inside ’) 8, 
H  W . Rogers (cond.) 9, A. Tom blin 10.

K IRBY  BELLARS, LEICS.—O n Feb. 6th. 1,260 
Doubles (480 P lain Bob. 780 G ran d sire ): Mrs. D. 
Day 1, J. H . C ook 2, H. T. Bonshor (cond.) 3, A. 
H inm an 4, G. H . Bailey 5. Rung as a birthday com­
pliment to  Mrs. Annie W heller for her 78th birthday 
and fo r her 42 years’ service as verger a t St. Peter’s 
Church.

K N O W L E, W A R W IC K S.—On Feb. 7th, 1.260 
G randsire T rip le s : A lfred N ix 1, E. E. W im lett 2. 
A. A. U pton  3, Mrs. K. W atts 4, A. G. Morris 5, 
T. G wilt 6, D. H arrison (cond.) 7, A lbert N ix 8.

LY M E REG IS, D ORSET.—O n Feb. 6th, 1,260 Sted­
m an Triples : H. A rscott 1, C. W . Powell 2, E. L. 
Taylor 3, G. S. M orris (cond.) 4, G. W hitem ore 5. 
R. K eeley 6, H . G . K eeley 7, J. R attenbury  8. Rung 
fo r the institution and induction o f  the Rev. G . L. 
T iarks as Vicar o f Lyme Regis.

M ELKSHAM , W IL TS.—O n Feb. 9th, 1,260 G rand­
sire T rip le s : Miss J. A bbo tt 1, C. F. Andrews 2, 
Mrs. W . C. W est 3, Miss R. G ibbons 4. W . C . 
W est (cond.) 5, R. Southwood 6, J. G ilbert 7, H . 
Cockell 8. Rung half-muffled in  m cm oriam  M rs. Amy 
Swanborough, interred this day.

M1DDLEZOY, SOM ERSET.—O n Feb. 8th. 1,260 
Plain Bob M ino r: E. Bawden 1, D . M iller (16) 2, M. 
Stone 3, C. C larke 4, W . Stevens 5, R . Short (cond.)
6. First o f M inor by 1 and 2. F irst of M inor on 
the bells. F o r the second anniversary o f  the induction 
o f the Rev. W . Griffin.

R U SH D EN , N O RTH A N TS.—O n Feb. 6th. 1,260 
G randsire Triples : B. W hitw orth 1. H. R ichardson 2,
D. Priestley 3. A. W ilson 4. 1. Clarke 5, D . Deighton
6 W . W hitm ore (cond.) 7. S. Hodgkins (first quar­
ter) 8. A  compliment to  the Rector (the Rev. E. A. 
Green), who was inducted Canon on this day.

SPARSHOLT, HAN TS.—O n Jan. 29th, 1,260 Doubles 
(360 Stedm an. 360 Plain Bob. 540 Grandsire) : R. M. 
Currie 1. P. N ash 2. J. M. N. Lakin 3, R . F. Brewer
4 J. A. C. King (cond.) 5. A farewell quarter to  
R. M. Currie.

STEPNEY, E .—At the Parish Church o f St. Dun- 
stan, on Jan. 31st, 1,260 G randsire Doubles : A. 
Hilton (first in method) 1. C. W . Ridgway 2, H. G. 
W eedon 3. L. J. Fox (cond.) 4, C. A. Hullyer (first 
(quarter) 5. S. Smith 6. Also on Feb. 6th, 1,259 
G randsire C a te rs : H. W ecdon (first on 10 bells) 1, 
Miss E. K. Fulton 2, Miss M. Skinner 3, H . G. H art
4 E. W . Thurlow 5, J. Euston 6, F. W . Goodfellow 
(cond.) 7. G. Spencer 8, N. W . G enna 9, A. W . 
Coles 10.

TH ET FO R D . N O R FO L K .—On Jan. 24th. 1,260 
G randsire Triples : G  Peck 1. W . Bowers 2. Miss D . 
Reeve 3, S. Atkins 4. T. Stagg 5, H . Fuller 6. J. Paul 
(cond.) 7, H. Ivings 8.

W ALSALL. STAFFS.—O n  Feb. 7th, 1,260 G rand­
sire D oubles.—Miss S. Hughes (14 years) 1. G. W . 
Hughes 2. Mrs. S. Thom as 3. J. S. Eastwood 4. A. 
Botterell (cond.) 5. R. E. W oolley (13 yearg) 6. First 
quarter J o r  1 and 6. A  birthday compliment to the 
treble ringer.

W IM BLEDO N . SU R R E Y .—On Feb. 7th, 1,260 
Grandsire Doubles (7, 6, 8 covering): Miss M. 
Dcnroche 1. J. Tom sett 2. P. Devenish 3, H. Cox 4,
F. E. Corfield (cond ) 5. Mrs. P. Devenish 6. F. W . 
W icks 7, J. Brickell (longest length) 8. Rung to  wel­
come the Rev. David Rodgers as the new curate to  
St. Mary’s. W imbledon.
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GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD 
Chertsey District

The annual meeting of the Chertsey District 
was held a t Chertsey on February 6th. A break­
down of the central heating system in the church 
caused all but the hardiest of those present to 
keep well wrapped up when not taking part in 
the ringing.

The service was conducted by the Vicar, the 
Rev. G. S. Archibald, who later joined the 
company at tea in the Parish Hall.

The Guild secretary, Mr. G . L. Grover, was 
chairman for the somewhat lengthy business 
that followed. Apologies were received from 
Mr. F . E. Hawthorne, Mr. and Mrs. R. Lath- 
bury and Mr. J. Hessey.

The Ringing Master, Mr. F . J. Dodson, re­
viewed the year’s activities and promised all 
possible support to those bands which were still 
struggling.

The secretary (acting), who took over from 
M r. W. Simmonds when he left the district in 
August, reported in detail on the district mem­
bership and matters affecting the district. He 
made proposals for stimulating interest in hand­
bell ringing, especially among the younger 
members.

Officers elected were: Ringing Master, Mr.
F. J. Dodson; secretary and treasurer, Mr. R. I. 
Shepherd; auditor, Mr. W. Shepherd; Guild 
Committee representative, Mr. J. R. Worrall.

Four ringing members and one honorary 
member were elected from Chertsey and two 
ringing members and seven junior members 
were elected from Egham.

It was agreed that the next annual meeting 
be held at Egham, it being left to the secretary 
to arrange the usual ringing meetings during 
the year.

The meeting concluded with handbell ringing 
in the Parish Hall, followed by further ringing 
at the church. R. I. S.

FOUR QUARTER PEALS OF GRANDSIRE 
TRIPLES FOR THE YOUNG CONDUCTOR 

(Each containing 1 Queens ’ and ‘ Tittums ’)
By LOUIS HEAD 

Call the following bells ‘ Before ’ as stated

14th three times 
3rd four times 
4th three times 
3rd ,, ,. 
4th four times 
3rd three times

7th in 
2nd „ 
7th „ 
2nd „ 
7th
2nd „

‘ hunt ’ as a guide

15th three times 4th in ‘ hunt ’ as a guide
| 7th four times 2nd „ „  „ „

n i 5th three times 4th „ „  „ „
“  | 7th „ „ 2nd .. „  „ „

5th four times 4th „ ,, „ „
\7 th  three times 2nd „ „  „ „

6th three times 
4th four times 
6th three times 
4th „ „ 
6th four times 
4th three times

/ 7th three times 
| 6th four times 

7th three times 
16th „

7th four times 
' 6th three times

5th in ‘ hunt ’ as a guide 
2nd 
5th 
2nd 
5th 
2nd

3rd in
2nd
3rd
2nd
3rd
2nd

‘ hunt ’ as a guide

20 calls only in each.

H U N TSPII.L , SOM ERSET.—On Feb. 7th. 1,260 
Plain Bob M ino r: M. Farthing (cond.) 1. J. H obbs 2, 
E. Reasons 3. S. Chedzey 4, A. T urner 5, A. Fackrell 6.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD 
Sonning Deanery Branch

The ringers of the Sonning Deanery Branch 
held their annual meeting a t Wokingham on 
February 6th. Ringing commenced on the eight 
bells ot St Paul’s Church a t 3 p.m., followed 
by divine service a t 4 p.m. conducted by the 
Rector (the Ven. Thorndike Shaw), and the 
sermon was preached by the Rev. A. C. Wil­
son (Vicar of Waltham St. Lawrence). Tea 
followed in St. Paul’s Parish Room, about 60 
members sitting down.

Before the business meeting commenced the 
company stood in silence to the memory of the 
late Mr. John Ranee, foreman of Binfield 
tower, who passed away during the year.

In his report on the year’s activities, the sec­
retary spoke of the need for better support for 
Branch meetings and for the learners to pay 
more attention to their striking before attempt­
ing change ringing. He also stated that ten 
peals had been rung in the Branch, two being 
Coronation peals, and, with one exception, 
Branch members had taken part in all these per­
formances.

All the retiring officials were re-elected for 
1954 and 15 new members were enrolled. 
Monthly practices will be held as usual on the 
first Saturday in each month and a spring meet­
ing was arranged at Arborfield for May 1st.

Mr. W. Hibbert, Guild general secretary, was 
present, and addressed the members and urged 
tower foremen and instructors not to be afraid 
to tell ringers if they were handling their rope 
wrongly or striking badly.

The meeting closed and members returned to 
the towers of All Saints’ and St. Paul’s Churches 
for ringing until about 8.30 p.m.

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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‘ THE RINGING WORLD’
The Official Journal of the Central 

Council of Church Bell Ringers

E d it o r ia l  O f f i c e : c / o  Woodbridge Press, 
Ltd., Guildford, Surrey.

S u b s c r ip t io n  R a t e s  : One year, £1 2s. 6d . ; 
six months, Us. 8d .;  three months, 6s. Send 
remittances to Mr. J. E. Jeater, Greystones, 
Cusgarne, Truro, Cornwall.

Central Council o f  Church Bell Ringers.

H o n . S e c r et a r y  an d  T r e a s u r e r : E. A 
B a r n e t t , 26, Iron Mill Lane, Crayford, 
Kent. Telephone: Bexleyheath 8689.

E d it o r ia l  C o m m i t t e e :
J .  F r a n k  S m a l l w o o d  (convener), 122, Lee 

Road, Blackheath, London, S .E .3 .
F r a n k  I. H a ir s .
J o s e p h  T. D y k e .
H a r o ld  J. P o o l e .

E d it o r  : T. W . W h i t e .

LATE NEWS
A new record in Spliced Surprise Major ring­

ing has been established by a peal in 36 methods 
rung at Sheffield last Saturday. The peal was 
composed and conducted by Mr. W. Eric 
Critchley.

Hughenden Sunday service 
ringers have put up a fine BELFRY 
performance by ringing a 
non-conducted peal of Grandsire Triples (Par­
ker’s 12-part). Unfortunately, one of the ringers 
due to appear, who is on National Service, was 
absent. The umpire was called in to  ring, thus 
depriving the band of an official referee.

During the year 1953 M r. Alan Blair, of 
Acton, W.3, rang in 240 different and new 
towers. Is this a record for a year’s ‘ tower- 
snatching ’?

Mr. Arthur T. Parker has been appointed 
organist and choirmaster a t Bowdon Parish 
Church, Cheshire. A quarter peal, in which he 
took part, was rung to welcome him.

A great service to ringing in Warwickshire 
was performed by Mr. J. H. W. White, whose 
death is reported in our obituary column. He 
called the first peal of M r. J. Frank Smallwood 
at Bedworth.

In order that Mr. Justice Stable and Mr. 
Justice Lynskey might sleep undisturbed a t the 
judges’ lodgings near Lincoln Cathedral, the 
Cathedral bells, which strike the quarters, and 
Big Tom, which sounds the hours, were 
stopped from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. each day during 
the Assizes. The ‘ Sleep of the J u s t ’ is the 
‘ Manchester Guardian’s ’ heading.

The Shropshire Association are planning a 
summer festival at Shrewsbury on July 10th 
largely for the benefit of visitors. So many 
applications are received from visiting bands 
to ring a t St. Chad’s that many have to 
be refused, hence the idea of the festival. 
Adjoining St. Chad’s is a beautiful park known 
as ‘ The Quarry,’ which is a pleasant waiting 
place for non-ringing wives. St. Mary’s bells 
will no doubt be available.

Mr. W. S. Palin, of Faver- GOSSIP sham, who is the Ringing 
Master o f the Canterbury 

District, is in the Kent and Canterbury Hospital 
recovering from an operation. His friends will 
wish him a speedy recovery. The latest report 
on his condition states that he is improving.

Sketty bells will be on the air at 10.15 p.m. 
next Sunday, when a short history will also be 
broadcast.

Mr. Peter Cook, sen., rang his 400th peal at 
Holy Trinity, Bolton, on February 6th. Of 
these he has conducted 171 and one was a 
silent peal. His peals have been rung in 100 
different towers in 16 counties.

After the peal at St. M artin’s Church, Stam­
ford (Lines), on February 6th, the band were 
most hospitably entertained by Mr. and Mrs. 
Percy D. Baldock, to  whom they accord their 
thanks.

The Editor has available a few separate sheets 
of ‘ The Ringing World ’ index for 1953, which 
ringers who bind their copies of ‘ The Ringing 
Worid ’ might like to include in their volume. 
When applying, please send a stamped ad­
dressed envelope.

There is a great joy to a conductor in shep­
herding his pupils through their first peal. Mr. 
Michael E. Brown, of Sapcote (Leics), taught 
Rita and Christine Stratford to handle a bell 
in March, 1952. On February 6th Rita (16) 
and Christine (14) rang their first peal of 
Major (Cambridge Surprise) at Earl Shilton. 
Previously Rita had riing a peal of Grandsire 
Triples but Christine’s peals had been limited 
to six bells. M r. Brown expresses thanks to 
the Hinckley ringers for giving them eight-bell 
practice.

THE W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL F O U N D R Y

ESTABLISHED

1570

MEARS & ST A IN B A N K
at

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E.l
Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

FOUNDERS OF THE NEW RING OF TWELVE FOR LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL
Tenor 82 cwt.

HANDBELLS BELL ROPES MUFFLES

Etc.
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CHURCH ASSEMBLY AND 
RECORDED BELLS

Mr. Ivor Bulmer-Thomas is to move another 
motion at the spring session of the Church 
Assembly, ‘ That the Church Assembly depre­
cates the introduction into churches of record­
ings of bells and instruments simulating the 
sound of bells.’

In support of the motion Mr. E. A. Barnett, 
secretary of the Central Council of Church Bell 
Ringers, has sent to Mr. Ivor Bu'mer-Thomas 
the following le tter:—

‘ On behalf of the above Council, represent­
ing some 20,000 change ringers, may I wish you 
success with the motion which you are to move 
a t the spring session of the Church Assembly 
next week. We thank you for your continued 
interest in the matter and offer you our fullest 
support to arouse public opinion against re­
corded and synthetic bells.

‘ I understand that those who favour such 
devices point out that organ stops are made to 
imitate other musical instruments; this, I feel, 
overlooks the fact that the organ is played by 
an artist, and not by a kind of pianola attach­
ment.’

Mr. Barnett has received the following 
acknowledgment from Mr. Ivor Bulmer- 
Thomas —

‘ Dear Mr. Barnett,—Thank you for your 
letter of the 10th inst. I am most grateful to 
the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers for 
the support you have given to my motion on 
the recording of church bells to be debated in 
the Church Assembly next week. The English 
tradition of change ringing is rightly held in 
honour, and I hope, with your help, that the 
Church Assembly will register its dislike of 
recordings and synthetic bells, which are bound 
to undermine that tradition.—Yours sincerely, 
Ivor Bulmer-Thomas.’

BELFRY GOSSIP
(continued)

M r. P. W. Cave, of 3, The Rooley, Huyton, 
Liverpool, leaves this country by air on March 
16th for a  two months’ business tour of Aus­
tralia. He hopes to  visit a  number of the 
principal towns and cities and would be willing 
to  pass on any messages which ringers may 
wish to convey.

His friends will be very sorry to learn that 
Mr. Michael Fuller, of West Wickham, Kent, 
sustained serious injury when his car was in­
volved in a  collision at Barnet recently, and he 
is now in Barnet General Hospital suffering 
from a  fractured pelvis and a broken wrist. 
He is progressing as satisfactorily as can be 
expected, but it will, of course, be some months 
before he can become active again.

The esteem with which Mr. C. W. Denyer, 
of Farnham, Surrey, is held by his district was 
in evidence on Saturday, when upon his retire­
ment from the office of District Ringing Master 
members showed their appreciation by present­
ing him with a  * gentleman’s companion.’ The 
district have nominated him as a  vice-president 
of the Guild. Always dapper, Farnham ringers 
feel that Charlie with their gift will have that 
extra polish that should accompany the vice­
presidency! There are hopes that what he has 
done for the Farnham District will extend to 
other parts of the Guildford Guild.

A company with enthusiasm and desire to 
progress is Blytheburgh, Suffolk. Last Decem­
ber they rang a peal of Minor in four methods 
with St. Clement’s as something new. On 
February 6th they attempted a five-method peal 
with the addition of Double Oxford. Unfor­
tunately this came to grief and there was not 
sufficient time for a second start. A quarter 
of Double Oxford and St. Clement’s was, how­
ever, rung and hopes of the five-method peal 
are entertained for a date towards the end of 
February.

WINCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH 
GUILD 

War Memorial Dedicated
In spite of the rather bad weather a fair 

attendance of between 40 and 50 attended the 
dedication of the Guild’s W ar Memorial in 
the belfry of Winchester Cathedral on Saturday, 
February 6th. The dedication was incorporated 
with the annual meeting of the Winchester 
District of .the Guild.

The bells of the Cathedral were first avail­
able between 1 and 2 p.m. although there were 
not many who were able to get there at that 
time.

The meeting itself took place in the after­
noon under the chairmanship of the Rev. C.
F. C. Brinkworth, supported by M r. J. A. C. 
King (District secretary) and M r. F . C. 
Morland (district treasurer).

The secretary, in his report, urged more 
members to  attend meetings a t isolated villages 
and reported a small drop in membership. The 
balance sheet, presented by the treasurer, 
showed a profit on the year’s working of just 
over £11.

All the officers were re-elected with the ex­
ception of the representatives to the Guild 
Committee, both of whom asked that their 
resignations be accepted. In their places Mr.
F. C. Morland and Miss B. R. Pittaway were 
appointed. Three new ringing members were 
elected—Miss G. Howlett (Twyford), Miss R. 
Diamond (St. Maurice’s, Winchester) and Mr.
D. J . Roof (Winchester College). One 
honorary and two compounding members were 
also elected.

It was resolved that the next annual meeting 
be held on the first Saturday in February of 
next year. The quarterly meetings will be held 
at Wonston, New Alresford and Hursley. and 
the next practice meeting at Twyford.

Tea followed the meeting, after which a move 
was made to the Cathedral belfry for the dedi­
cation, performed by Canon C. P. Cowley, 
Vice-Dean of Winchester. In a short but im­
pressive service he read out the names inscribed 
on the panels and finally performed the dedica­
tion. The service over, he asked relatives to 
step forward and shook each by the hand. 
The 1939-45 Guild W ar Memorial consists of 
two additional wooden panels fixed to the side 
of an existing memorial to  the 1914-18 war.

Members then descended into the long nave 
of the Cathedral for evensong, at which the 
Rev. V. K. C. Logan gave a short address in 
which he stressed the importance of regarding 
the Church as a family rather than a club or 
society.

The bells of the Cathedral were again avail­
able after the service, at which the 12 bells 
were put to good use in standard methods.

I.W. District Report Successful Year
The annual meeting of the I.W. District was 

held at Newport on February 6th, the presi­
dent, the Ven. A. Cory (Archdeacon of the 
Island) being in the chair. The secretary's re­
port showed a very successful year’s ringing 
and the balance sheets proved the financial 
situation to be quite satisfactory.

After ringing Carisbrooke bells during the 
afternoon, the members were more than pleased 
to .sit down to an excellent tea provided by 
Mr. F. Chiverton and served by the ladies con­
nected with St. Thomas' Bible Class. Newport 
bells were rung during the evening.

The service was conducted by the Rev. C. R. 
Farnsworth, who gave an excellent address. 
Miss Lower was at the organ and the District 
is most grateful to all those who contributed
to the success of the meeting. A. M. G.

THE SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION
Increased Interest Reported at Annual 

Meeting
Almost arctic conditions prevailed at Shrews­

bury on January 30th, when the Shropshire As­
sociation held their annual meeting.

Forty-five names had been received for tea, 
and as the meals were being cooked at a suit­
able cafe, the secretary became very worried 
as the meeting time approached. Attempts to 
check up numbers during the afternoon were 
frustrated, because owing to the sudden illness 
of the Vicar of St. Mary’s, this belfry was 
closed.

The number at St. C had’s was not large, but 
on arrival at St. Michael’s the tiny belfry was 
found to be full and overflowing.

Here, the Rev. C. J. Lawson (Vicar) con­
ducted the usual service and said how happy he 
was that the Association had found it possible 
to visit the church, which was away from the 
town centre. They now had their own ringers 
for their six bells, but appreciated the way they 
sounded that afternoon. He quoted from letters 
which .had survived from 1830, when the church 
was built, to point out that the Vicar of St. 
Mary's had given the bells, and M r. Mottram, 
head of a firm still surviving, had given the 
first six ropes.

Car owners helped to augment the bus ser­
vice back to town, when the officials were very 
glad to count 42 in the comfortable Tudor 
Room in Pride Hill The Rev. C. J. Lawson 
was unable to be present but the Rev. R. A. R. 
Chapman, St. Chad’s, gave great encourage­
ment to  the proposal for a ringing festival in

July, when he offered to provide tea for the 
occasion.

Mr. A. Pritchard, Ringing Master, said that 
1953 was probably the most successful year 
they had achieved, ringing for the Coronation 
being very satisfactory. Meetings had reached 
record proportions, but he regretted that peals 
were confined to a few enthusiasts, and the 
total remained small.

The.treasurer said the accounts reflected the 
increased interest and the balance was slightly 
higher, despite four grants to restorations. A 
printed report for 1951 and 1952 was ready, 
and the thanks of all were due to Mr. F . A. 
Bennett, who had printed it for them. He 
warned members that they could not expect 
this on every occasion and more subscriptions 
would be necessary to meet the next chargc.

Mr. Bennett was warmly thanked for his 
work, and a peal booking fee of sixpence per 
rope decided upon, with a charge for the next 
printed report.

A comprehensive programme for 1954 was 
agreed upon, to include a gathering in Shrews­
bury, on July 10th, of the Shropshire Associa­
tion, the Staffordshire Association and the 
Hereford Diocesan Guild, with meetings at 
Broseley or Claverley, Market Drayton, High 
Ercall, Westbury, Atcham (if rehung) or Clive 
and Cheswafdine.

Ringing was resumed at St. Chad’s, standard 
methods and Cambridge being heard.

TU N B R ID G E W ELLS. K EN T.— At the Church of 
Si. Peter, on  Jan. 31st. 1.260 G randsire T rip les : Mrs. 
J. H ilton 1. B. V. Collison 2. H. V aushan 3. A. 
W ellington 4. J. A. H ilton 5, K. Hoh! 6. E J . Ladd 
(cond.) 7, G. Price {first quarter) 8.
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SHAFTESBURY -  ITS CHURCHES AND BELLS
TWENTY miles to the west of Salisbury 

Cathedral and its soaring spire, and sitting 
astride the busy A30 main road to the south­
western counties is the bold and ancient town 
of Shaftesbury, in Dorset county. Standing 
some 700 feet above sea level and reputed to 
be the second highest town in England would 
seem to make the adjective 1 bold ’ an apt one, 
whilst its history, so closely connected with the 
kings and kingdom of Wessex of olden times, 
certainly imparts to it an ancient flavour.

According to  one historian it was built by 
Hudibras, King of Britain in 950 B.C., but its 
real history begins with the foundation of the 
Abbey of Alfred the Great, in 880 A.D. The 
Abbey was razed to the ground after the Dis­
solution in 1539 and few traces of it remain. 
Here, during excavations in 1931, a leaden cas­
ket was found containing remains conjectured 
to be those of King Edward the Martyr, who 
was murdered at Corfe Castle in 978, and 
buried at Wareham, but three years later his 
remains were transferred to the Royal Abbey of 
Shaftesbury, which then became a place of 
pilgrimage.

Here, too, King Canute died on November 
12th, 1035, to  be interred at Winchester, where 
the casket containing his bones may still be seen 
in St. Swithin’s Cathedral. In olden times, too, 
Shaftesbury possessed three mints, which have 
long since vanished, but is is from one of these 
that the famous Gold Hill most likely got its 
name.

It is. however, the churches of this little 
town which must now claim our attention.

FOUR CHURCHES TO-DAY
At one time Shaftesbury possessed twelve, 

but of the four remaining churches one only, 
St. Peter’s, is of ancient date. Three of these 
possess a ring of six bells, whilst the fourth 
church, that of St. Edward-the-Martyr, which 
is now used by the Roman Catholic faith, 
has a  tubular chime. On the south-east out­
skirts of the town is the Parish Church of Cann, 
which regales us with the music of four steel 
bells ringing each week.

Upon arrival in the widest part of the High 
Street which makes the best and most obvious 
stopping place, the visitor’s attention is im­
mediately drawn to the ancient M other Church 
of St. Peter, which still takes precedence over 
the present-day churches of the town. It is 
a 15th century building with some exquisitely- 
carved parapeting along the north side, facing 
the street, and a massive, sturdily-built weather­
beaten tower.

There is no churchyard or grass surrounding 
it whatsoever and the wall of the north aisle 
forms the pavement boundary, with what is 
now the main entrance door. But most re­
markable is the fact that the church is built 
upon what is the very brow of Gold Hill—no 
wonder the ancient tower is well-buttressed 
and its walls are so thick and solid, for well 
it needs to be. A marvel of mediaeval building, 
in truth. The houses straggling up the famous 
Hill come right up to the tower, using its south 
wall as their own.

The very fine entrance porch in the west wall 
of the tower was, unfortunately, almost com­
pletely blocked up by the building, in 1827, of 
the adjoining* Town Hall, which comes to 
within a few feet of the door itself. This was 
the main entrance, having a large open space in 
front of it leading down Gold Hill and where, 
I have been told, were situated the old Town 
Cross, the stocks and the whipping post, whicn 
were all sacrificed to make room for the build­
ing one now sees there. Thus was lost one of 
the most attractive showpieces in the land, 
to Shaftesbury’s disadvantage and, I should 
think, everlasting regret.

Inside the church there is no chancel proper 
but it is all one with the nave and the aisles, 
which extend right to the east end. Unfor­
tunately some lovely woodwork and panelling 
was removed from within many years ago dur­
ing some ‘ restoration ’ and cleaning operations, 
some of which still enriches some private 
houses in the town.

BEER CELLAR IN CRYPT 
Underneath the south aisle there is now an 

attractive little crypt fitted out for use as a 
private chapel for quiet devotions. This has 
a little history all its own, for, within living 
memory, it used to  serve as a beer cellar where 
adjoining inns stored their liquor and even 
brewed their beer. This must make it the only 
crypt in the land that can claim such a dis­
tinction 1 Fortunately, through the good offices 
of some local church-lovers, it is now dedicated 
to a higher and worthier sphere of service more 
in keeping with the old church itself. Owing 
to" the noise and other inconveniences, Sunday 
services are held in St. Peter’s only very oc­
casionally now, the Church of Holy Trinity 
serving regularly instead in this respect, for 
the two parishes are now joined as one.

The bells of St. Peter’s are a fine-toned ring 
of six with a tenor of 16 cwt. The fifth is 
said to be a little heavier than this—it certainly 
measures the same across the mouth. The 
oldest bell of the ring is the second, dated 1670, 
and it carries the following inscription: ‘ When 
I do ring prepare to pray.’ Next in age is 
the tenor, 1672, which is inscribed: ‘ When you 
hear me for to toll, Then pray to God to save 
the soul.’ Number five came from the Ald- 
boume foundry in 1776, carrying the words: 
‘ While thus we join in cheerful sound, May 
love and loyalty abound.’

The treble is dated 1684 and informs us that: 
‘ A wonder great my eye I fix. Where were but 
three you may see six. T. P.’ The year 1738 
gave the third and fourth bells to the church, 
the founder being a William Cockey, who, Mr. 
Fidler suggests, was probably a travelling bell- 
founder. The whole ring was reconditioned 
and rehung in 1926 by the Loughborough firm, 
and the good work then carried out is still 
evident.

FIRST KNOWN PEAL IN  1953 
The first known peal, one of Plain Bob 

Minor, was rung on these bells on St. Valen­
tine’s Day, 1953, for the Salisbury Guild. The 
bells are rung for practices and special oc­
casions, but Sunday ringing is a t the ‘ other 
Church ' of Holy Trinity.

Holy Trinity Church is about two minutes’ 
walk away and its lofty tower is a familiar 
landmark for many miles around, being well 
known to travellers on the main West of Eng­
land line from Salisbury to Exeter a t this point. 
The church itself is modern, but standing on 
the hallowed site of a much earlier church, and 
was completed in 1842. The former edifice 
used to serve the great Benedictine Abbey of 
olden times. This tower also contains a ring 
of six bells, with a tenor of 11 cwt. in G. Two 
of these evidently belonged to the previous 
church, number four being the oldest, having 
been cast in 1597 by John Wallis, of Salisbury, 
and the fifth in 1641 by William Purdue. The 
remaining four bells came from the Whitechapel 
foundry in 1844, which firm retuned and rehung 
the ring in 1952

ST. JAMES’ CHURCH 
Nestling at the foot of the hills underneath 

the little town is the Parish and Church of St. 
James, the church being at the extreme western 
end. This church, too, is modern, replacing 
the older St. James’ on the same spot, being 
completed in 1867. It follows the Early Eng­
lish style, being built of local green stone with 
dressings of Bath stone. Some parapeting and

the stonework in the east window of the south 
aisle came from the old church—of which a 
good photograph hangs in the vestry.

The tower contains our third ring of six bells, 
three ancient and three modern. The older 
three, of course, came from the old St. James’ 
tower, these being the second, third and fourth. 
Number three of the ring would appear to be 
the oldest bell in Shaftesbury, and though it 
carries no date, the Rector states that it is 
definitely a pre-Reformation bell. Its weight 
is 5 cwt. 2 qr. 2 lb. and on it are the words:
‘ Santie Jacobi. Ora Pro Nobis =  (St. James, 
pray for us).’ Number two has the date 1597 
and the w ords: ‘ O Praise God,’ whilst the 
fourth has the lettering: ‘ C.N.C.A.C.I.D. O 
give thanks unto God. 1629,’ inscribed on it. 
The treble, fifth and tenor (which is 9 i  cwt.) 
came from the Whitechapel foundry in 1875, 
each bearing an inscription and the founder’s  
name, and date. In 1937 the Croydon bell- 
founders set the ring in good order.

This completes our brief survey of churches 
with rings of bells, but there still remains 
much of interest in this ancient town. There 
are other churches and old buildings, steep 
hilly lanes and by-ways as well as the Abbey 
ruins and the glorious park-walk promenade 
with its magnificent views over the rolling Dor­
set countryside and the Blackmore vale.

YOUNG RINGERS’ INTEREST
As for the ringing itself, it has been found a 

difficult matter to establish change ringing in 
this stronghold of the ' cards,’ though we are 
making slow progress and are linked to the 
Guild. One heartening factor is the young 
people who have lately been brought into the 
belfries, and now the narrow old steps of St. 
Peter’s tower resound to the eager excited 
tread of five girls from the local High School 
and three boys from the town who have all 
been taught to handle a bell within recent 
months. Even though we know that they will 
inevitably leave the district in time, we can 
still feel that something worthwhile has been 
accomplished if we can send them out to other 
bands well able to handle a bell correctly and 
confidently in rounds, and with some know­
ledge of elementary change ringing, and happy 
in their bond of love and service to their 
Church. So here we mav finish where we 
began—outside St. Peter’s in the old High 
Street on the busy road, which, on these modern 
summer Sundays, is just an inferno of din, 
filled with the * noisome pestilence ’ (to borrow 
the psalmist’s phrase) as pagan crowds roar by 
to coast and countryside in search of pleasure.

May the churches and bells of Shaftesbuiy 
never fail to send out their challenge and their 
appeal to all and sundry as long as the need 
exists—until G od’s work and will on earth is 
done: until bells no longer need to ring only 
to His Honour and Glory. J. B. P .
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LETTERS TO
A NON-RINGER AND RECORDED BELLS

Dear Sir,—It might not be inappropriate for 
a non-ringer to comment on the correspondence 
which has enjoyed the courtesy of your columns 
in the m atter of ‘ canned ’ ringing. There is 
a great difference betwixt the sound of recorded 
bells, fixed bells that are struck, and free bells 
that are rung. It is wrong to quote gramophone 
musical records as proof that recordings are 
preferred or equal to the real thing. Many a 
lover of good music keeps records of his favourite 
pieces. If, however, the owner of such records 
is given the opportunity of hearing a favourite 
piece performed by a ‘ live ’ oprchestra he would 
rush to  take advantage of it.

On the radio there is a noticeable difference 
in the production or reproduction of recorded 
programmes. It is at once unwise, ungrateful 
and untrue to accuse all ringers of being pre­
judiced when they put forward their objections 
to recorded bells.

To me it seems equally wrong to  say that it 
is better for a church which cannot get a ring 
of bells to  have a  recording machine. On the 
contrary, the tolling of a single bell has a 
beauty of its own when heard over the hills 
and dales, but the tingling of obviously syn­
thetic bells has to the sensitive ear the same 
effect as the jangle of an alarm clock on a 
frosty morning.

It was fatuous of one correspondent to refer 
to electronics and radar and to suggest—to 

j>ut it mildly— that, therefore, we must have 
canned bells in preference to a band of humans.

Much more could be said, but I will content 
myself with the thought that bellringing should 
be encouraged if only for the fine influence it 
has on the youth of our country—a grand, 
healthy exercise with a glorious spiritual back­
ground.

With best wishes for your good work, believe 
me to be, yours faithfully,

ARTHUR M. MORRIS.
Penley, near Wrexham.

WORCESTERSHIRE PEALS WITHDRAWN
Dear Sir,—By an error on my part in trans­

cribing a composition of 5,055 Stedman Caters 
by Mr. F . H. Dexter, I have now to withdraw 
a peal rung at Evesham bell tower on October 
31st, 1953, for the Worcestershire Association.

For the same reason the following peals will 
also have to be deleted from the Association’s 
records, numbers and years as follow s:—2,638 
(1946): 2,656 (1947); 2,722 (1948); 2,897 
(1950); 2,913 (1950).

No question as to the accuracy of the original 
composition arises, for it was my own stupidity 
in wrongly interpreting the turning-course that 
produced repetition of changes.

In offering my humble apologies to all con­
cerned. I can only hope they will in time be 
able to forgive me.—Yours sincerely.

GEORGE E. LARGE.
Worcester.

GISLINGHAM BELLS
Dear Sir,—I must thank Mr. Rush for his 

interesting letter in response to my inquiry 
concerning the Gislingham peal of J822.

Some time ago I sent a photograph of the 
peal board to the ‘ East Anglian Magazine ’ and 
somewhat rashly stated that the peal was a 
record until beaten at Yass, Australia, a few 
years ago. This brought forth the letter from 
Mr. Steward pointing out longer lengths on 
six bells in England. I felt sure that when the 
Yass peal was rung it was stated that it sur­
passed the Gislingham record.

Now the Yass peal was on five bells, hence 
my inquiry whether the Gislingham method 
was Doubles or Minor. Perhaps someone will 
say when and where the record for Doubles 
was rung.

THE RINGING WORLD

THE EDITOR
I pointed out that the bells at Gislingham 

were out of order and suggested that it would 
be rather nice if the bells were restored and 
the record regained.

However, record or no record, I  think all 
will agree that these bells should be restored 
if possible. They were in a bad way before the 
war, and on a recent visit I found it impossible 
to ascend the tower as the staircase was choked 
full with nests, rubbish, etc.

Concerning the peal board, the treble is 
shown with a spade and a box-like object, 
which I took to be a  coffin, and imagined the 
ringer was the sexton, but the tenor’s emblem 
is clearly a shoemaker’s awl.

The church is very interesting, having es­
caped the Victorian restoration, and contains 
some ancient stained glass showing the colum­
bine and other wild flowers. The roof has 
recently been replaced but the restoration of the 
bells would probably be beyond the means of 
this small parish.

Alas, there are many rings of bells in a 
similar state where ‘ a stitch in time ’ would 
have saved many pounds. What a pity the 
Guilds, Societies and various experts do not' 
interest themselves more in these m atters; it 
would be so much better than arguing about 
‘ canned ’ bells, methods, transpositions, grids 
and suchlike. They all sound much the same, 
anyway. Which do they think the ordinary 
‘ man m the street ’ prefers, bells hanging 
silent or a recording of a mellow ring echoing 
quietly through the air? Let me whisper it, 
but he might even prefer ‘ canned ’ bells to  the 
efforts of the local ringers, which may not 
always be so melodious !

I  S F W F I  T
Long Melford, Suffolk.

BELFRY CUSTOMS
Dear Sir,—I was very glad to see the article 

on ‘ Belfry Customs ’ in your issue of February 
5th. The restrictions on the use o f bells in 
the two great wars have dojie more to effect 
the discontinuance of such traditions in 40 
years than any other causes in the previous 400 
years. It should be the endeavour of the pre­
sent generation to trace and recover these in­
teresting and romantic links with the past.

In this Dorset village two old customs have 
been handed on from ancient days. One is 
that of ringing a bell on Sundays at 8 a.m. 
independently of any service; the other is ring­
ing a bell a t the close of service on Sunday 
mornings.

I have lately been shocked to learn of even 
important cities having allowed the loyal tribute 
of ringing on royal anniversaries to fall into 
abeyance. When I was at school in Bath it 
was a grand experience to hear the bells of 
one church after another ring out in the early 
morning on these occasions, and the noble 
bells of the Abbey again at midday. It is true 
that in these prosaic times ringing during 
working hours may involve considerable diffi­
culty and expense, but ringers may well take 
the matter into their own hands and ring in 
the evening without either orders or payment 
—as was done by the Cheltenham company in 
the days of Mr. W. T. Pates over 50 years ago.

In . conclusion, let me make two practical 
suggestions. One is that, with last year’s his­
toric event still fresh in our minds, all bands 
of ringers make a point of ringing on Corona­
tion Day, June 2nd. The other is that all 
ringers get together in their respective towers 
and ring on the day of the Queen’s return 
from her imperial peregrination, so that she 
may be welcomed back to this country by the 
music of all the bells in the kingdom.—Yours 
sincerely,

F. LLEWELLYN EDWARDS.
Kington Magna Rectory.

123

THE STISTED PEAL
Dear Sir,—I cannot allow Miss Snowden’s 

letter, published in the issue of February 5th, 
to go unchallenged.

She states that the Essex Association has 
taken no official action regarding the peal of 
Kent Minor rung at Stisted. This, I believe, 
is not the case, for, following a committee meet­
ing of the said Association, one of its oldest 
and most respected members took me aside in 
the belfry and told me that it had  been with­
drawn.

It was, I assume, the conductor of that peal 
who wrote to ‘ The Ringing World ’ withdraw­
ing it and it was unfortunate that the editorial 
staff confused it with the peal of Cambridge. 
However, that unfortunate situation has now 
been rectified.

Miss Snowden then goes on to speak of the 
etiquette expected amongst members of the 
‘ Ringing Fraternity.’ I would remind her that 
the attitude of certain people, in the belfry and 
elsewhere, is causing much unrest in the 
Northern Division of the Association and un­
dermining the quality of the ringing.

They cause people mental stress in worrying 
about the peace, and in this emotionally un­
settled state they cannot hope to give of their 
best.

Until we have unity and good feeling in all 
our belfries, thus producing a happy atmos­
phere, we cannot hope to achieve good ringing.

I am not going to enter into any controversy 
about footnotes for this subject has already 
been fully considered in your columns. It is 
sufficient to say, however, that I  was un­
ashamedly responsible for the one in question. 
The peal was, of course, to  the glory of God.

Let us all in this coming year make a real 
effort to  blow away the" clouds from all our 
belfries and thus make way for the best of 
ringing.—Yours faithfully,

JOHN R. LEEMING.
Clapham Common, S.W.4.
N o t e .—We have received an official notifica­

tion from Mr. F. V. Gant, hon. secretary of 
the Essex Association, that the peal in question 
was not accepted by the Essex Association for 
the purpose of their records, and it is also not 
included in the records of the Peal Analysis 
Committee for 1953.

We regret that a typographical error occurred 
in Miss Snowden’s letter. She asks us to point 
out that she docs not object to footnotes, but 
to ‘ useless ’ footnotes.—E d .

FORTY YEARS AGO
Extract from * The Ringing World ’ 

February 20th, 1914
ODD CHANGES

For the first time in history, the Exercise can 
boast of having in its ranks a Lord Chief Jus­
tice, Lord Justice Cherry having been elevated 
to  the position of Lord Chief Justice 
of Ireland. . . . The new Lord Chief 
Justice, whenever his duties have per­
mitted, has taken his place in the service ringing 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, and has taken 
part in several peals. He has identified himself 
very intimately in the affairs of the Irish As­
sociation, at the head of whose executive he 
still remains.

* * * * *
The recent performance which we noted at 

Newcastle, where a visitor from Gosforth raised 
the tenor (37$ cwt.) in 5 mins. 35 secs., recalls 
the occasion when Mr. James H. McCraken 
raised the tenor single-handed at Edinburgh 
Cathedral (42| cwt.) in exactly two minutes, 
timed by Messrs. W. R. Fyfe, J. R. Robertson 
and J. Whitson. This was on Jan. 25th, 1911.

[Mr. McCraken must have been a modem 
Hercules—or perhaps, as with Trooper Joseph 
Jones of the Life Guards, who was said to have 
raised St. Paul’s Cathedral tenor by himself 
sometime in the 1880’s, someone gave a little 
assistance from the bell-frame !]
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HONOURS FOR SURREY ASSOCIATION
Some 56 ringers from 22 towers braved the 

snow and bitter wind on January 30th to at­
tend the annual general meeting of the North- 
West District of the Surrey Association at 
Epsom. Ringing commenced promptly a t 3 
p.m. at Christ Church and all tastes were 
catered for in the following hour and a half. 
The Master’s most difficult task seemed to be 
to make room for ringing, as no one wanted 
to leave the warm belfry for the cold outside.

At 4.30 the company adjourned to the 
Cricketers’, where, by Mr. F . Oakshott’s ar­
rangements, an excellent tea was enjoyed. The 
business meeting commenced afterwards under 
the chairmanship of the District Master, Mr.
F. E. Collins.

The committee’s report mentioned a ringing 
membership of 289, and 16 peals were rung in
1953. These included one on handbells and 
consisted of three Doubles, three Minor, three 
Triples, three M ajor and one of Royal. The 
total was one more than the previous year.

The accounts, which showed a small increase 
in the balance in hand, were adopted.

The following programme for .1954 was agreed 
to :—Easter Monday, Esher or Egham ; July 
3rd, Dorking and Ranm ore; September 25th, 
Benhilton; November 27th, Barnes and Mort- 
lake; January 25th, 1955, annual meeting at 
Streatham.

It was also agreed to take part in the Four 
Guilds’ Festival on June 26th and to have the 
usual joint meetings with the Leatherhead Dis­
trict of the Guildford Guild and the Lewisham 
District of the Kent County Association.

The following officers were elected for 1954, 
being the only nominees:-—Master, Mr. F . E. 
Collins; secretary, Mr. W. Parrott (30, Hamil­
ton Avenue, N orth C heam ); treasurer, M r. H. 
Pitstow, M .B .E .; auditor, M r. R . F . Layton.

After a ballot, Messrs. Adams, Lathbury and 
Peters were elected to  the committee. A hearty 
vote of thanks was then passed by the meeting 
to  M r. Lathbury for his hard work and en­
thusiasm during his term of office as secretary.

The attention of the meeting was drawn to 
the unique succession of honours which had 
been bestowed upon active members of the 
District recently. The hon. treasurer had made 
history by being the first ringer to be awarded 
the M.B.E. for ringing activities. The Master, 
Mr. Collins, had just completed his term of 
office as Master of the College Youths, and 
Mr. Hawthorn had recently been elected Master 
of the Cumberlands. Mr. W. Hewitt had  re­
ceived a Coronation Medal. The meeting, in 
congratulating the individuals concerned, felt 
justly proud to count them as keen and loyal 
members of the District.

After the meeting ringing was enjoyed at St. 
M artin’s for a further period.

ON CONDUCTING 
By WILFRID G. WILSON

VII. CONDUCTING A  PEAL—OLD STYLE 
Now let us consider an ordinary peal of Bob 

Major and how our conductor will find the 
benefit of this Coursing Order method of con­
ducting. Like Chapter III. this short chapter 
is included as a warning of what not to do. 

5,056 Changes by T. B. Worsley 
23456 W B M H

23645 — 2
62345
36245

24365 — 
32465

54326 —
35426
43526

52346 S —
35246 —
23546 —

Three times repeated. S instead of B 
half-way and end.

This is how our bob-caller will find the 
figures in a book. He must learn what bobs 
to  call—nothing can save him that. He could 
learn those eleven course ends and then at each 
H  he could check that the bells were still 
right. By mentally changing 4 and 5 he might 
remember the second block of eleven course 
ends. By mentally changing 2 and 3 he might 
also remember the third block (the half-way 
course end is 32456) and by mentally changing
4 and 5 again he might claim that he knew all 
the 44 course ends. That would be a consider­
able feat of memory, but it wouldn’t help him 
a t all unless any trips that developed happened 
to be at one of those 44 rows out of the 5,056.
I couldn’t do it and I certainly wouldn’t try.

If our bob-caller were very conscientious he 
might even write out the whole peal (or one 
quarter of it) on the lines of the first example 
of a touch in Chapter VI. He would then be 
able to prove that the peal was true but that 
is about all.

But he is much more likely to  confine him­
self to  remembering the part ends,-perhaps also 
the fifth course end of each part, as it is an 
easy one to remember, and then learn also 
the sixth place bells—5 and 6 in the first quar­
ter, 4 and 6 in the second, and so on. If he 
wished to  call the peal from any bell other 
than one of the tenors he would be worried all 
the time that he would miss a calling position 
unless he also learnt what one of the bells did 
a t every bob. If he only wanted to do this for 
eleven courses he would have to ring the 6th. 
which is the only ‘ working ’ bell which repeats 
its work in each quarter.

There are, of course, many peals each week 
which are callcd in this manner—it is. I  sup­
pose, almost inevitable that one’s early peals 
should be. But that they are successful is 
due, if we speak the truth, to the fact that no 
member of the band makes a serious mistake. 
If  he does, and the method is a simple one, 
another member of the band may be able to 
help him, but in a difficult method the oidinary 
ringer must keep his thoughts on the work of 
his own bell.

QUARTER PEALS 
CROYDON. SURREY.— O n Feb. 7th. a t the Church 

o f  St. John-thc-Baptist. 1.280 Double Norwich Court 
Bob M ajo r: E. J. RazzcK 1. Miss P. M Stecre (first 
in  the method* 2. S. H. D earden 3. W . W illiams 4.
F . E. Mitchell 5. W . F. O atway 6. G . H . Humphries
7, F. E. Collins (cond.) 8.

EVERCREECH. SOMERSET.— On Feb. 2nd. 1.260 
D oubles (beine 360 Stedm an. 660 G randsirc and 240 
Plain B ob ): D. Hill 1. H. J. Sanser (cond.) 2. I. 
Nicholls 3. D. Lee 4. R . M arch 5. P. M arch 6. Also 
on Feb. 9th. 19260 G randsire Triples : M arian M arch 
(aged 12. first quarter) 1. D. Hill 2. R . M arch 3. R. 
C rago 4. J. Nicholls 5. D. L^c 6. H. J. Sanger (cond.)
7. P. M arch 8.

THE VILLAGE BELLS 
Trying to Please Everybody

We have a ring of eight in our village. It 
is the kind of ring that visitors will ring on 
once, to get the tower. When they do come 
they always ask in a surprised way, ‘ D on’t you 
get complaints about the noise? ’ We didn’t 
when we only rang on Sundays, but as soon as 
we resumed a practice night we got one per­
sistent objector.

The Doctor, who lives right under the bells, 
after haranguing on their awfulness, said,
* Can’t you ring them a bit softer? ’ I replied 
that perhaps we could do something about 
blocking up the louvres, if those people who 
lived near the church and objected to the bells 
cared to pay for it. As he is not particularly 
keen on parting with his money I thought that 
would probably be the end of the matter, but 
a few days later I met someone who had been 
to  a sherry party the previous evening when 
the doctor was also present. My informant 
told me that the doctor had- spent most of the 
evening canvassing his neighbours in the hope 
of getting support for his anti-bells campaign. 
The odd thing was that as soon as each person 
understood the purport of the matter, it was 
‘ Oh, no, the bells don’t bother us,’ and * We 
rather like the bells.’ In the end the doctor 
got no support at all.

When I next met him I offered to block 
up the louvres at my own expense, and if he 
was satisfied perhaps he would recompense me 
a bit. We did a thoroughly good job, and 
boarded up all four windows three-parts of 
the way up at the expense of about £8 in 
materials. The doctor said that as fai as he 
could see it made no difference and refused 
to pay.

This morning I was stopped in the village 
by the titled lady who lives at the Hall, the 
other side of the church, and is a little deaf.
‘ W hat’s all th is,about the bells being muffled 
because one man objects to them? I never 
heard of such a thing. You take it all on, 
young m an; we can't hear ’em at all.’

F . E.

TRURO DIOCESAN GUILD 
Joint Meeting at Camborne

A joint meeting of the Truro and Penzance 
Branches of the Truro Diocesan Guild was 
held at Camborne on February 6th. This was 
the first venture of such a kind. For Cornwall 
the weather was arctic, which no doubt ac­
counted for some of the more distant towers 
not being represented. However, there was a 
representative gathering of sixty, which included 
Mr. W. H. Southeard (Diocesan Ringing 
Master) and the Rev. W. H. R. Trewhella 
(Diocesan Secretary).

Apologies for absence were received from 
Miss Eileen Symons, who was in Devonshire 
caring for sick relatives, and Mr. R. G. Clemens 
(Truro Branch Secretary), who was not too 
well, and also had the additional work of caring 
for his cattle in the cold.

The service was conducted by the Rev. G. F. 
Sandfield (Rector), who also gave the address. 
The Rev. D. A. Wood (curate) said the prayers 
and the Rev. A. S. Roberts (Penzance Branch 
Secretary) read the lesson.

Tea was served in the parish room and was 
organised by Miss Thelma Richards (Secretary 
of the Camborne ringers). Votes of thanks 
were offered to all who had helped to make 
the gathering a success. Congratulations were 
offered to Messrs. Stanley and Harold Seymour, 
of Redruth, who had just completed forty 
years as members of the local band, and hopes 
were expressed that Mr. Geoffrey Taysom’s 
wife would soon be out of hospital where she 
had recently been taken for an emergency 
operation.

During the afternoon and evening the eight 
bells at Camborne, Tuckingmill and Redruth 
and the six at Illogan were available. A pleas­
ing feature was the number of young ringers 
amongst the bands that attended. It is to be 
hoped they will all stick to and progress in the 
art, and be of assistance in whatever district 
they might eventually move to. It has been 
noted of late that many of the more pro­
gressive young Cornish ringers pass on to other 
parts of the country.
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Office for the Admission of a  Ringer to a Parish 
Company or Guild, and the Belfry Office

Dear Sir,—I have just had sight of a  copy 
of the 38th annual report of the Norwich and 
Ipswich Association of Ringers, which dealt 
with the year 1919.

The Association was founded in .1877, and I 
presume that it has been split into the two 
bodies—The Norwich Diocesan Association and 
The Suffolk Guild.

1 was rather struck by what I saw on pp. 6,
7 and 8 of the report, and I think it is of 
some interest to-day. These pages contained 
the two Offices as in the heading of this article, 
and they show that the former was approved 
by the Lord Bishop of the Diocese.

As far as the Office for Admission goes it 
contains the following:—

‘ The company of ringers and the clergy of 
the parish being assembled in the ringing cham­
ber o r the floor of the church beneath the 
tower, with the candidate or candidates for 
admission, the incumbent, or curate-in-charge, 
shall proceed with the office as follow s:—

In the Name of the Father . . . Amen. 
Psalm xv. _

Lord, who shall dwell in Thy Tabernacle. 
. . . .  world without end. Amen.

Then, addressing the candidate o r candidates, 
he shall say :—

Do you desire admission to the Company 
of Ringers holding office in this church? 

A ns.: I do.
Do you recognise the duty o f setting an ex­

ample of consistent Christian life and conduct 
and of attending the services of the church, 
to which you will summon others?

A ns.: I do.
D o you promise to conform to  the Rules 

of this Belfry while a member of the com­
pany, to be attentive to the duties of the 

;■ Ringers’ Office, and to behave with reverence 
in the belfry as a part of the church?

A ns.: I do.
Let us pray. ■

Lord, have mercy, etc.
Our Father, etc.

V. O Lord, save Thy servant..........
R ............. let our cry come unto Thee.

Prayer—
. . . vouchsafe Thy blessing to this Thy 
servant. . . .

Then shall he place a bell-rope in the hands 
of each candidate and say :—

I receive and admit the (N) into the Com­
pany of Ringers attached to this church, to 
share the privileges and perform the duties 
appertaining to the Ringer’s Office, in the Name 
of the Father. . . . Amen,

Responses.
Blessing. Amen.’
The second Office is preceded by the fol­

lowing :—
‘ In order to help us to remember that the 

belfry is a  part of God’s House, and that the 
art of ringing, like every other accomplishment, 
should be exercised to the Glory of God, the 
committee recommend the use o f the following 
short Belfry Office on all occasions of practice 
and peal-performance when a  clergyman is pre­
sent to say i t :—

‘ The Belfry Office.
All being ready, and the ringers standing to 

their ropes, the clergyman shall say :—
Praise Him upon the well-tuned cymbals: 
Praise Him upon the loud cymbals.
Glory be to  the Father, etc.
Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings with 

Thy most gracious favour, and further us with 
Thy continual help; that in all our works be­
gun^ continued and ended in Thee, we may 
glorify Thy Holy Name, and finally, by Thy 
mercy, obtain everlasting life ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Ringing to commence immediately upon the 
conclusion of the office.’

I dare say that, even as recently as 35-40 
years ago, this or something similar was carried 
out in a number of places. Are there many 
such to-day? Perhaps the latter Office—any of 
the former?

Eye, Suffolk. CLAUDE RUSH.

THE SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION
The Scottish Association held a ringing meet­

ing on February 13th a t St. John’s, Alloa. 
Some time during the year a point is always 
made of going to Alloa, and although this 
meeting was an extra one and the weather was 
poor, and also that there were competing attrac­
tions, such as the Rugby International between 
Scotland and the AH Blacks, about 30 ringers 
were present from most of the affiliated towers 
and from various parts of England.

The Ringing Master, Mr. C. R. Raine, was 
at the last moment unavoidably prevented from 
attending the meeting, but Mr. W. H. Pickett, 
the president and former Master, kept the ring­
ing going during the afternoon and evening.

Through the kindness and generosity of the 
Social Committee of St. John’s all the ringers 
attending were entertained to tea in the Parish 
Hall, and any doubts the caterers may have had 
about being able to feed the unexpected guests 
were soon dispelled as there was more than 
enough for everyone.

The ringing ranged from rounds to courses 
or touches of Grandsire, Stedman, Erin, Plain, 
Oxford and Kent Treble Bob, Double Norwich 
and Cambridge. This was a greater variety of 
methods than for some time past and may have 
accounted for some of the roughness in the 
striking a t times. R. W.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION 
Appreciation of Mr. G. Jennings’ 

Services
Members and friends of the Northern Divi­

sion of the Sussex County Association wish to 
place on record their wholehearted appreciation 
of the services rendered by that genial person­
ality George Jennings, who has recently re­
signed the secretaryship after holding office for 
several years.

We feel that for a long time his name will 
be identified with the Northern Division for 
several reasons, not least among them being 
his ability to impart to meetings that air of 
friendliness and welcome which makes atten­
dance at these gatherings always worth while.

So, George, we say, ‘ Thank you for all 
you’ve done and here’s hoping we shall still 
have the benefit of your company at future 
meetings.’

Mr. Jennings’ successor is Mrs. Enid Rapley, 
of 48, Swindon Road, Horsham (Telephone 
Horsham 2238), and to her we wish every 
success. E. R.

With Harlesden Surprise M ajor on Feb­
ruary 4th, a first peal in the method, 60 dif­
ferent Surprise M ajor peals have been rung on 
Willesden bells.-

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION 
Ashford District at Bethersden

Although the day opened dull and rainy, the 
weather cleared and was kind to us for our 
meeting a t Bethersden on February 13th. Ring­
ing had to be delayed until 3.30 on account of 
a funeral at the church, but it was soon going 
with a  swing. It was the first meeting there 
since the bells were overhauled, and a  distinct 
improvement all round was noticed.

At 4.30 p.m. the Rector (the Rev. G. E. 
Parr) came to conduct the service, a t which 
just over 30 members and friends were present 
from Ashford, Biddenden, Brabourne, Folke­
stone, High Halden, Horsmonden, Lydd, Maid­
stone, Marden, Newington, Smarden and Wil- 
lesborough, with the local band. M r. W. P. 
Garner was a t the organ and M r. C. Hillis 
read the lesson. The collection, amounting to 
£1 3s. 6d., was given to the Association’s Belfry 
Repair Fund.

For the tea a t the Village Hall, Messrs. 
H arry and Peter Jarvis had made all arrange­
ments and had themselves paid for the hire of 
the haH. They certainly know the kind of tea 
ringers like.

The Rector joined the company at tea, but 
had to leave before the business meeting. 
Before he went. Mr. Willis thanked him for 
all he had done to  advance ringing, and, in 
his reply, he thanked the Association for finan­
cial help given when his bells needed attention. 
He said that one of the traits he most admired 
in ringers was their comradeship and friend­
liness.

It was good to hear that, because K.A. meet­
ings really are chummy affairs, and we like the 
clergy, a t whose churches we are guests, to  feel 
that the same spirit is extended to them.

The short business meeting included the elec­
tion of two new members—Master John Hilder, 
of Bethersden, and Geoffrey Pearson (late of 
Lancashire, but now in Ashford), whose ex­
perience will be a  welcome asset to the district.

The gentlemen who had done the local spade­
work in connection with the meeting were 
thanked. A return was made to the tower, 
where methods up to London Surprise Minor 
were rung.

It was good to  see an increasing proportion 
of young members, and it was typical of the 
keenness of the ringers living in the locality 
that they a l l  came to some part of the pro­
ceedings in spite (so rumour has it) of a certain 
important alternative ‘ engagement.’ But then, 
of course, Bethersden has a high reputation to 
maintain. W. P. G.

FAREWELL TO THE PROVOST 
OF LEICESTER

At the recent annual meeting o f the Leicester 
Cathedral Society of Ringers, the Very Rev.
H. A. Jones, B.Sc., former Provost of Leicester, 
was presented with a  five guinea book token 
on behalf of the ringers on his leaving Leicester 
for his appointment as Dean of Manchester.

In making the presentation, the chairman, 
Mr. H. G . Jenney, thanked the Provost for his 
unbounded enthusiasm and co-operation during 
his 16 years in Leicester.

The Provost, in his reply, said he had always 
tried to work together with the ringers and 
remarked that in the 16 years the occasions 
were very few indeed that he had had to say 
no to applications for peals. He thanked the 
ringers for the regularity of the service ringing 
and for all the effort they had so obviously put 
into it. He said he should take away with him 
the happiest possible memories of his associa­
tion with the Cathedral rinsers.

A special peal was rung on the Cathedral 
bells as a farewell. It was an unnamed method 
and to mark the occasion the name Stoneygate 
was given to  it, that being the district of 
Leicester where the Prpvost lived for some 
years before taking up residence adjoining the 
Cathedral. H. P.
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OBI TUARY
MR. W. A. FITCHFORD

By the death of Mr. W. A. Fitchford on 
February 2nd, a long arid active line in the 
service of change ringing ended. Commencing 
to ring at St. Margaret’s Church, Wolstanton, 
in February, 1886, at the age of 13, he con­
tinued in the same tower up to the time of his 
death, a total of 67 years. He rang his first 
peal in 1892 and the last of his 90 peals in 
1939. He accepted captainship of the tower in 
1905, and his sole object was to train and keep 
a  band of ringers to ring for the services of 
the church, and he only accomplished this by 
his determination and his magnificent leader­
ship. During his lifetime of ringing he held 
the post of Ringing Master and Chairman of 
the local Association.

He was very proud of the fact that the eight 
bells were kept ringing during the first World 
War, during which time 16 ringers joined 
H.M.F. His only son is the youngest ringer to 
have rung a peal at the age of 11 in this tower 
and probably in the Association.

This example of service to the Church and 
to ringing should be an inspiration to all ringers 
of the present band and to all ringers in the 
country to endeavour to teach the art of ring­
ing wherever possible and to give the best ser­
vice themselves.

It is impossible to  imagine the amount of 
work and time Mr. Fitchford put into his ring­
ing during this long period of service, and only 
the older generation will remember his travels 
around the district teaching and conducting 
peals whenever his services were required.

By his passing a great gap has been made in 
his own tower, and another one of the pioneers 
of ringing in North Staffordshire has been 
called to higher service: it is hoped that the 
mantle of knowledge, experience, leadership and 
patience will fall on the ringers who now take 
on the work so ably carried out by him.

The interment took place at St. Margaret’s 
Church on February 5th and was attended by 
a representative band of the North Staffordshire 
Association. In the evening a  quarter peal of 
Stedman Triples, with the bells half-muffled, 
was rung by the following: G. W. Biddulph 1, 
A. Moore 2, Miss S. Collins (first quarter 
Stedman) 3, C. Page 4, G . E. Kettle 5, E. A. 
Edge 6, D. R. Whalley (conductor) 7, R. S. 
Anderson 8. D. R. W.

MR. E. W. JOHNSON
We regret to announce the death under tragic 

circumstances of Mr. Ernest W. Johnson, cap­
tain for many years of the ring of eight bells 
in the famous Saxon tower a t Earl’s Barton, 
Northamptonshire. On the evening of February 
8th Mr. Johnson was knocked down by a car 
and he died the next day, without regaining 
consciousness, at Northampton General Hospital.

For 28 years he was auditor o f the Welling­
borough Branch of the Peterborough Diocesan 
Guild.

The funeral service was last Saturday after­
noon a t Earl’s Barton and was attended by 
many ringing friends. There were many floral 
tributes, including a  wreath from the Welling­
borough Branch.

After the interment in Earl’s Barton Ceme­
tery the bells of All Saints' Church were rung 
half-muffled by the following ringers: Messrs. 
A. Bigley, branch secretary (Irthlingborough),
D. G. Deighton, A. Wilson and R. Whiting 
(Higham Ferrers), A. Plowman and A. Stone 
(Wellingborough). B. Johnson (Ecton) and G. 
Neale, o f Earls Barton. A. B.

M R  JOSEPH H. W. WHITE
With the passing of Mr. Joseph Henry Wat­

son White, of George Eliot Road, Coventry, 
on February 6th, at the age of 75 years, the 
Coventry Diocesan Guild (formerly the W ar­
wickshire Guild) has lost one of its founder 
members.

A resident of Nuneaton in 1907, he was pre­
sent at the Dale Hotel, Warwick, on Novem­
ber 23rd, when the Warwickshire Guild was 
inaugurated, and he was elected as a commit­
tee member. He rang the fourth bell in the 
quarter-peal of Grandsire Caters a t St. Mary’s 
Church, Warwick, on that day to celebrate the 
birth of the new Guild. His first peal as con­
ductor for the Guild was on May ,10th, 1910, 
at Chilvers Coton, the method being Grandsire 
Triples. In the same year he removed to 
Coventry and joined the Stoke band. Ten 
years later he joined the Allesley band and 
was a member of that band until his death. 
However, difficulty of ascent to the ringing 
chamber caused him to transfer his ringing 
capabilities to Bedworth. The band there has 
made good progress under his tuition.

He worked enthusiastically for the Guild for 
many years, ringing 195 peals (42 conducted) 
by the end of 1952, when his peal ringing 
ceased. He was elected Ringing Master in 1930 
and occupied that position for 14 years. At 
the conclusion of his Mastership, he became a 
vice-president. From 1932 to 1937 he repre­
sented the Guild on the Central Council.

The interment took place at London Road 
Cemetery. Coventry, on February 10th, when 
Messrs. A. H. Beamish 1—2, H. G. Summers 
3—4, F. W. Perrens 5—6, and H. E. Sibley 
7—8, rang a course o f Grandsire Triples over 
the open grave. Messrs. J. L. Garner Hay­
ward and O. J. Hunt also represented Guild 
members. Floral tributes from the Allesley 
band and also the Coventry Diocesan Guild 
were sent in remembrance of an old friend who 
had served so faithfully for over 47 years.

MR. ARTHUR MADELEY
To the memory of Mr. Arthur Madeley, who, 

since his retirement to West Somerset a few 
years ago, had been a very esteemed friend and 
colleague among them, the Minehead ringers 
rang the bells of St. Michael’s Church, Mine- 
head, half-muffled, on February 6th.

Mr. Madeley, who died at his home, Brake- 
ridge, Middlecombe, Minehead, on January 
31st, in his 85th year, had had a very varied 
and interesting ringing career and had rung in 
towers all over the country.

He started ringing at Lichfield and it was 
largely as a result of his enthusiastic leadership, 
when he was a churchwarden there, that in 
1908 a new ring of bells was installed in the 
Parish Church of Rushall (Staffs). Much later 
—in the early 1930’s—he was again leader in 
the movement which ended in the bells at 
Broughton, Preston (Lancs), being recast.

Although in later years he had not been an 
active ringer he was a frequent visitor to gath­
erings of ringers in many parts of the country, 
At various times he had been a member of 
ringers’ organisations in Staffordshire. Lanca­
shire and Somerset, but by nobody will he be 
more sincerely missed than by his friends in 
the Dunster Deanery of the Bath and Wells 
Diocesan Association, with whom he loved to 
assemble. >

N O T I C E S
Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
penny a word, minimum 2s. 6d. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, mini­
mum 3s.

All notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received on the Monday 

preceding publication.

ENGAGEMENT
GOODYER—W INTER.—The engagement is 

announced of Margaret Eleanor, elder daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Winter, of School House, 
Quedgeley, Gloucester, former member of St. 
John’s School of Ringing, Bristol, to Thomas 
William, elder son of Mrs. and the late Mr. 
R. W. Goodyer, member of St. Mary’s tower 
ringers, Sydney, Australia. 3962

DEATH
MADELEY.—On Jan. 31st, 1954. at his home, 

Brakeridge. Minehead. in his 85th year, Arthur, 
very dear husband of Thirza and father of 
Rachel. John and Geoff. 3137

SITUATION WANTED
WHEELWRIGHT AND BODY BUILDER

would like a change; over 20 years’ experience. 
Partnership in business would be considered.— 
Write Box 3930, ‘ Ringing World,’ Woodbridge 
Press, Ltd., Guildford. 3930

MISCELLANEOUS
ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—Peals Secretary for 

1954 is F. B. Lufkin, 73, St. Mary’s Road. 
Prittlewell, to whom booking fees and peals 
particulars should be sent.—F. V. G . 3949 

PEAL CARDS & QUARTER PhAL CAROS 
can now be ordered at 5s. a set of 12, post free 
(minimum charge). Order and remittances must 
be sent with peal report. For quarter peals 
write separate copy in same style as peals.

PUBLICATIONS
RINGER S NOTEBOOK AND DIARY FOR 

1954.—We regret that both editions are now 
sold out.—W. Viggers and M. Hodgson. 3936

MEETINGS
ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION — Hunts 

District.—Meeting at Hemingford Abbots (6), 
Saturday, Feb. 20th. Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea 5 o’clock at The Forge.—H. S 
Peacock. 3913

ELY ASSOCIATION.—Wisbech Branch.— 
Meeting, Wiggenhall, St. Mary Magdalen, Satur­
day, Feb. 20th. Bells (6) 2.30. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5. Tea provided.—J. E. Fox, Dis. Sec.

3915
HAWKHURST AND DISTRICT GUILD. —

Meeting, Saturday, Feb. 20th, Kilndown. Bells 
(6) 2.30 p.m. 3910

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
St. Albans District. — Meeting at Harpenden, 
Saturday, Feb. 20tb 3 p.m. Tea. Special 
method: Double Oxford.—S. Huckle, Dis. Sec.

3908
MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION—South and 

West District.—Meeting, Feb. 20th, St. M ar­
garet’s, Uxbridge (8 bells), opposite Under­
ground Station. Bells 3 p.m. and after tea. Ser­
vice 4.30. Tea in Church Hut, Belmont Road,
5.15. Names, please. Subscriptions now due. 
—F. W. Goodfellow, Hon. Sec., Seaford, Slough
Road, Iver Heath, Bucks (Iver 1039). 3925 

MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD. — Next 
meeting. Newhall. Saturday, Feb. 20th. Bells
(6) 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m. — J. W. 
Cotton. Tel. Overseal 264. 3934
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. — West 
Dorset Branch.—Meeting at Lyme Regis, Feb. 
20th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m.— 
Barrett, Proutbridge, Beaminster. 3912

SELBY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. — 
Annua] meeting, Feb. 20th, at Selby Abbey. 
Bells (10) 2 p.m. Service 4.15 p.m. Tea being 
arranged by local company followed by annual 
general meeting. Ringing until 9 p.m. after 
meeting. The dinner is cancelled. —• L. M. 
Woodhead, Hon. Sec. 3923

SURREY ASSOCIATION — Southern Dis­
trict.—Practice meeting, Merstham, Feb. 20th. 
Bells (6) 3. Service 5. Tea 5.30. 3916

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION. — Southern Divi­
sion.—Annual meeting, Southover, Lewes (10), 
Feb. 20th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.15 p.m. 
Tea 5 p.m. 3906

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
llchester Deanery Branch.—Meeting at Harding- 
ton Mandeville, Saturday, Feb. 27th Service
4.30. Please notify early for tea.—F. Farrant, 
Martock. 3921

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Axbridge Branch.—Practice meeting. Compton 
Bishop, Saturday, Feb. 27th. Bells (6) 5.30 p.m. 

— E. C. Wickham, Hon. Local Sec. 3947
BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Luton 

District.—Meeting, Luton, Saturday, Feb. 27th,
3 p.m. Cafes available for tea. Look up York­
shire S. Royal.—Dennis Knox. 3950

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — Wirral 
Branch.—Annual meeting, Wallasey St. Hilary’s, 
Feb. 27th. Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 
provided for those notifying by 23rd. Annual 
dinner, entertainment and dance. Coach and 
Horses Inn, Moreton March .13th. Tickets, 
15s. each, now available.—Alexander J. Martin, 
19, Falcon Road, Birkenhead. 3963

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. 
—Meeting, Adwick (6), Feb. 27th. Bells 3 p.m. 
Tea 5 p.m. Names by 24th to Mrs. H. Scott, 
105, Doncaster Road, Woodlands, Doncaster.—
D. E. Smythe, Sec. 3964

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIA­
TION.—Eastern District.—Houghton-le-Spring. 
Saturday, Feb. 27th. 3 p.m. Names for tea not 
later than Thursday. Feb. 25th, to Mr. W. F. 
Sheraton, 27, St. Aidan’s Terrace, New Her­
rington, Houghton-le-Spring. 3143 

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — Cam­
bridge District.—Meeting a t Ickleton (8). Satur­
day, Feb. 27th. Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea 5 p.m.—H. L. Martin, Dis. Sec. 3956 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — N.W. District. — 
Meeting at Harlow Common (8) on Saturday, 
Feb. 27th, at 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea 
(free) 5.15 p.m. in the Church Hall.—G. Blake, 
Dis Sec. 3914 

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
Northern District.—Stevenage, Feb. 27th, 3 p.m. 
Tea 5 p.m. Names to W. Lawrence. 97, Letch- 
more Road, by Feb. 24th. Special method, 
Oxford Bob Triples. 3961 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Bolton 
Branch.—Meeting on Saturday, Feb. 27th, at 
Bolton. Bells: All Souls’ from 2 p.m., St. 
George's from 3 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. at St. 
George's. Nominal charge. Names by the 24th 
to Mr. E. Ford, 384, Chorley Old Road, Bolton. 
—J. Thornley. Hon. Sec 3144 

LEICESTER DIOCESAN G U IL D —Hinck­
ley District.—Earl Shilton, Feb. 27th. Bells 3. 
Tea in Church Schools 5. Please notify by Feb. 
24th Mr. G . Newton, 26, Avenue South, Earl 
Shilton, Leicester. 3953 

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—Meet­
ing, Saturdiy, Feb. 27th, St. Michael’s. Head- 
ingley. Bells 3.30. Cups of tea provided, bring 
own food. Business meeting after tea.—I. Slack, 
Hon. Sec. 3146 

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD —Melton 
District.—Meeting a t Harby on Saturday, Feb. 
27th. Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea and 
meeting 5 o'clock. Names to Mr. J. Butcher, 
Harby, by the 24th.—J. H. Cook. 3951

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION — 
Western Branch.—Annual meeting, Fakenham, 
Feb. 27th. Bells (8) 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5. 
followed by annual business meeting. Names 
for tea to George Cooke, 24, Back Street, 
Hampton, Fakenham, Norfolk. 3142

OXFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Witney and 
Woodstock Branch.—The annual meeting will 
be held at Cassington on Saturday, Feb. 27th. 
Ringing, Cassington and Eynsham, 2 p.m. Ser­
vice 4.15 p.m. Social in the evening. All 
ringens and friends welcome. Please notify for 
tea Miss Lottie Pimm, High Street, Eynsham, 
Oxford. (Phone Eynsham 222.) 3918

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD —East Berks 
and South Bucks Branch.—Meeting, Beacons­
field, Saturday, Feb. 27th, 6 p.m. — A. D. 
Barker, Cambridge, Wexham, Slough. 3952 

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN G U IL D .— 
Northampton Branch. — Practice meeting, St. 
Edmund's, Northampton, Saturday, Feb. 27th. 
Bells 6.30 p.m. All welcome.—G. F. Roome.

3140
SALISBURY GUILD. — Caine Branch. — 

Meeting, Wootton Bassett (8), Feb. 27th, 3 p.m. 
Number for tea essential. — E. Brooks, 37, 
Church Street, Wootton Bassett, Wilts. 3954 

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION—Eastern Division.
— Annual meeting. Eastbourne (St. Mary’s), 
Saturday, Feb. 27th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m. Tea and meeting 5 p.m. All Saints’, 
Eastbourne, available in the evening. Names for 
tea not later than Wednesday, Feb. 24th, to 
R. W. Pankhurst, Hon. Div. Sec., 11, Salehurst 
Road, Eastbourne. 3957

WORCESTERSHIRE & DISTRICTS ASSO­
CIATION. — Southern Branch. —- Meeting at 
Littleton, Saturday, Feb. 27th. Bells 3 p.m. 
Service 4.30. Tea and business. Names by 
Tuesday, Feb. 23rd.—W. J. Newman, 7, New 
Road, Hampton, Evesham. 3959

DEVON GUILD. — Aylesbeare Branch. — 
Sowton, March 6th. Service 4.30. Tea 5. 
Names by March 2nd to B. Pidgeon, East 
Budleigh. 3948

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — N.E. District — 
District meeting at Great Bromley, Saturday, 
March 6th. Bells (6) 2 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea
5.15. Numbers for tea to me by March 3rd.— 
J. H. Gould, Fir Tree Cottages, Great Bromley.

3139
KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — By­

meeting at Milton Regis (6) on Saturday, 
March 6th. Bells 3 p.m. Names for tea by 
Tuesday, March 2nd, to Cyril S. Jarrett, 1, 
Blenheim Avenue,- Chatham. 3960

ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIO­
CESE OF BIRMINGHAM. — Henry John­
son Commemoration Dniner, March 6th. Ring­
ing arrangements: Friday evening, Erdington 
Abbey (8) 7.30 p.m.-9 p.m .; Saturday, St. 
Chad’s R.C. Cathedral (8) .1 p.m., Bishop 
Ryder’s (8) 2 p.m., St. M artin’s (12) 2.30 p.m., 
Aston (12) 3.30 p.m.. Cathedral (12) 4.15 p.m. 
Dinner tickets available if application is made 
by return, 14s. 6d. each.—G. E. Fearn, 92, 
Etwall Road. Hall Green, Birmingham 28. Phone 
Springfield 1025. 3965

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. — Salis­
bury Branch.—Practice, Shrewton, March 6th, 
from 2.30. Tea at the Plume 5. Ames- 
bury also available afterwards. Names for tea 
by March 2nd, please.—Miss Eloie, 7, Victoria 
Road. Salisbury. 3958

SOUTHWELL GUILD. — Nottingham Dis­
trict. — Meeting at Attenborough (8, recently 
augmented from 6), Saturday, March 6th. Fur­
ther details next week. 3966 

SWANSEA AND BRECON GUILD. — 
Southern District.—Quarterly, Cadoxton, Neath, 
March 6th. Bells (6) 2.30 p.m. Service 4 p.m. 
Tea and meeting to follow. Names for tea—6, „ 
Gendros Crescent. Fforestfach, Swansea.—J. A. 
Hoare. District Secretary. 3145 

OXFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Chipping 
Norton Deanery Branch.—Preliminary Notice.— 
The annual branch meeting will be held a t Hook 
Norton on Saturday, May 22nd.—J. K. 3955

PRELIMINARY NOTICE.—Summer meet­
ing at Shrewsbury, July 10th, Shropshire‘Asso­
ciation, Staffordshire Association and Hereford 
Diocesan Guild. Details later. 3938

SOUTHWELL SURPRISE MAJOR
12 3 4 5 6 7 8

2 1 4 3  
1 2 4 6  
2 1 6 4  
2 6  14 
6 2 4  1 
2 6 14  
2 64  1 
6 2 4  7 
2 6 7 4 
2 7 6 4
7 2 4 6  
2 7 6 4  
7 2 4  6 
7 4 2  5 
4 7  52  
7 4 2  5
4 7 5 2 
4 5  7 8
5 4 8 7
4 5 7 8 
5 4 8  7
5 8 4 7
8 5 74  
5 8 7 1 
5 8 17 
8 5 7 1 
5 8 17 
5 18 7 
15 7 8 
5 1 7 3  
1 5 3  7 
15 7 3

6 5  8 7
3 8 5 7 
8 3 7 5
3 8 5 7 
8 3 7 5 
8 7 3 5
7 8 5 3 
18 3 5
8 15 3 
18 3 5 
8 15 3 
8 5 13
5 8 3 1 
68  13 
8 63 1 
68  3 1
8 6 13
2 6 3 1
6 2  13
6 12 3 
1 6 3 2  
6 12 3 
16 3 2
4 6 2 3  
6 4 3  2 
6 3 4 2
3 6 2 4
63 4 2
3 62  4 
8 2 6 4  
2 8 4 6  
82  64

False course ends: 24365, 32546, 46253, 32465 
and 43265.

Middleton’s Cambridge is true.
First peal in the method rung at Southwell 

Minster, Notts, on January 16th, 1954, con­
ducted by W. E. Critchley.

HOLYWOOD DELIGHT MAJOR
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

2 14 3 
1 2 3 4  
2 1 4 3  
2 4 16
4 2 6  1 
4 2  16
2 4 6  1 
4 2  68
2 4 8 6 
2 4 6 8  
4 2 8  6 
2 4 8  7
4 2 7  8
4 2 8  7
2 4 7  8 
4 2 7  5
2 4 5 7
2 4 7 5  
4 2  5 7 
2 4 5  3
4 2 3 5 
4 2  5 3
2 43  5
4 2 3 1
2 4 13 
2 4 3  1 
4 2  13
4 1 2 6  
1 4 6 2
4 1 2 6  
1 4 6 2

5 6 8  7 
65  78
6 5 8 7 
3 8 5 7 
8 3 7 5 
3 8 5 7 
8 3 7 5 
1 7 3  5
7 15 3 
1 7 3 5
7 15 3 
6 5  13 
5 6 3 1 
65  13 
5 6 3 1
8 3 6 1 
3 8 16 
83  6 1 
3 8 16 
7 18 6 
1 7 6 8
7 1 8 6  
1 7 6 8
5 6 7 8
6 5 8 7 
5 6 7 8  
6 5  8 7 
3 8 5 7 
3 8 7 5
8 3 5 7 
8 3 7 5

1 4 2 6 3 8 5 7  
The method is Pontefract Delight Major 

with places shifted to 5-6 instead of 3-4 when 
the treble is in 1- 2.

Rung at Holywood, Co. Down, January 30th,
1954.
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THE RINGING WORLD

Rung 
on February 
Millhouse.

312456 t  calling last course D 
A—3.5.6.7.2.4.5.8.16.
JB—3.4.6.9.11.12.13.
C—4.S11.16.
D—6.7.12.13.18. 

at St. Mary-the-Virgin’s, Nottingham. 
6th, 1954, conducted- by Jack L.

M A K E R S  O F  F IN E  Q U A L IT Y  G O O D S  
F O R  O V E R  200 Y E A R S

F o r your
BELL ROPES & CHURCH FLAGS

w rite  to
J O S E P H  B R Y A N T  L IM IT E D
95. O L D  M A R K E T  S T R E E T , B R IS T O L  2 

Tel. 24026
Y our en q u iries  w ill  be welcomed

PUBLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

COLLECTION OF P L A I N ,  s. d.
MAJOR METHODS . .  . .  3 0 

COLLECTION OF COMPOSI­
TIONS (MAJOR) ................... 2 9

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & 
MINOR METHODS ..  . .  3 6 

FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR
METHODS ...........................  6

CHANGE RINGING ON HAND- 
BELLS 2 0

VARIATION AND TRANSPOSl'- 
TION (Out of print)- 

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise Major . .  4
Double Norwich ................... 6
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 6 
Bristol Surprise Major . . . .  4 

HINTS TC o^GINNERS . . . .  6 
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. 1 0 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

WITH S.P.A.B............................... 8
DOUBLE NORWICH COURT 

BOB CATERS (Out of print) 
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

OF BELLS, etc.............................1 2
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) 6
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or Com pany.. 6 
VILLAGE BELLS (3 copies for 3/3) 1 2 

(New Edition)
METHODS COM MITTEE’S RE­

PORT ON EXTENSION . . 1 0
Post free from 

MISS P. J. AYRIS,
10, Sherwood Close, Lannton, Bicester, 

Oxon.

February 19, 1954

‘THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Reprinted 1952 

FOR ALL LEARNERS 
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4 /6  : : 4 to 6 bells 2/6  
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell, 
East Stoke Lodge, Stoke-under-Ham,

Somerset

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE AND CLOCK ROPE MANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester, 

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

MUFFLERS :: RINGING MATS :: MATTING :: FLAG LINES :: ETC. ETC.

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

‘ ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pages;
31 -

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130 
pages; 3/4  

‘ STEDMAN,’ by J. A. Trollope; 150 
pages: 2/10 

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ 11th edition. 
Letterpress 2/6. Diagrams 1951 re­
print 2/6

• TREBLE BOB.’ Out of print, being 
rewritten

‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10 

All post free on receipt o f  postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

BANKFIELD TERRACE, LEEDS, 4
Established 1833^WILLIAM POTTS & SONS, LTD.

Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks C lock Repairs and Dial Restorations

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1
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