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THE CHANGING SCENE

THERE can be no pursuit that has undergone such a 
revolution as the art of change ringing has done in the 
last half-century. Let us look back fifty years. The 

man who could ring four Surprise Major methods was in 
the top rank of ringers, and there were not so many men 
who could. Lady ringers were almost unknown. Method 
splicing was in its infancy, and was often confined to extents 
of Minor where the method was changed at the half-way 
single. Ringers as a class remained very much as they had 
been for the previous century. In general, their activities 
were confined largely to their own towers, or to the close 
corporations that existed, particularly in cities. Visitors 
from other towers were somewhat rare, and the manner of 
their reception was often in doubt. While they were re
ceived civilly enough, they were often not asked to ring, 
or, at best, begrudgingly. It is a fact that a certain ringer 
whose band could ring a plain course of Grandsire Doubles 
used weekly to walk to the neighbouring city, some eight 
miles each way, in order to find out how to make a bob. 
Did the city ringers enlighten him? Not they; in spite of 
the fact that they weekly accepted his hospitality. The 
promising youngster was ‘ kept in his place he was given 
little encouragement and was even actively discouraged in 
many towers. This served one purpose. Only those who 
could withstand rebuffs and disappointments, and were real 
enthusiasts, became ringers. On the other hand, much harm 
was done. No thought for the fiiture was taken. Most 
ringers of forty or more years’ experience can remember 
good bands who grew old together, and when they began 
to pass away, no younger men were there to fill the gaps. 
Such things are now mainly of the past. Few towers can 
be found without their complement of youth. Men who 
really know are anxious to help all young ringers, and no 
teacher is so happy as the one whose pupil has surpassed 
him. At the same time it must be admitted that some 
ringers aspire to teach when they are in need of instruc
tion themselves, and that leads to stalemate or even retro
gression.

Ringers nowadays are drawn from a different stratum of 
the populace. No longer does the public regard ringers as 
hayseeds and halfwits. Only a small section of the popular 
Press still appears to do so. Until recently, none was so 
ignorant of the art of change ringing as the average 
journalist. The fact that people realised that there was 
considerable interest attached to ringing drew a different

type of person to the belfries, and generally they fitted in 
very well. They dropped into their places as novices very 
gracefully. They did not seek to open the batting when 
their rightful place was last man in. There were exceptions, 
however; there have been and still are men who, by reason 
of scholarship or birth or rank, sought or seek to take a 
leading part in the Exercise, but whose natural aptitude 
for ringing and composition was or is low or non-existent. 
Such people are obstructionists, and they can be an un
mitigated nuisance. A story could be told anent this and 
it could be entitled ‘ The Tower Master and the Rope.’ 
We cannot tell it here.

Events which fifty years ago would have roused much 
discussion and comment now pass almost unnoticed. Who, 
at the turn of the century, would have thought that 13 
young men could ring a peal of Stedman Cinques at Exeter 
and ring it well, as they certainly did, a short while ago? 
Who would have envisaged a Universities Association as 
strong as it is to-day? It has made rapid strides particu
larly in the more complicated side of change ringing. It 
has also firmly established that it can strike its bells, con
trary to some sections of public opinion. He or she who 
rings with the U.A.C.R. rings in good company. It could 
not possibly have attained its present stature in ringing had 
it not been for the active, efficient and willing co-operation 
of the established resident ringers in university towns.

It was at the age of 17 years that the writer first heard 
Big Ben, and he can still recall the thrill that ran through 
him. Now everyone in the land is familiar with its note. 
It is often argued that radio is an unsuitable medium for 
carrying the sound of bells. That is a common contention 
in the countryside, where on a Sunday morning it is often 
possible to hear bells other than one’s own. As many as 
seven different rings have been heard from one place at 
the same time. On the other hand, jt enables ringers to 
hear bells and ringing they would never do otherwise, and 
surely the sound brings to our countrymen overseas 
memories of home that nothing else can do.

During the thirty years or so that bell ringing has been 
broadcast many changes have taken place. Ringers at first 
expected too much, in view of the comparative few who 
could listen with appreciation. The B.B.C. was not far 
wrong when it said that to the majority of listeners one 
bell broadcast was like another. On the other hand, the 
radio has been, and will be, a means of educating laymen. 
It may even attract recruits to our towers. In the West, 
much sympathetic consideration has been given to bell
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ringers, an effort has been made to understand them and 
their views, and some attempt has been made to ensure 
that broadcast ringing is reasonably good, although it must 
be admitted that two almost incredibly bad performances 
have crept in during the last year or so. In one case, it 
was obvious that the band could not handle its bells. In 
the second the band could not achieve rounds properly, 
and came to grief in the very elementary method which it 
was attempting. These things should not be. In spite of 
the temptation to get on the air, ringers should refrain 
unless they are absolutely certain that what they attempt 
will be at least good. If they are incapable of judging for 
themselves, the least they can do is to ask for independent 
and skilled opinion, which is readily available.

Until these imperfections are pointed out, the perpetra
tors themselves are unaware of them. How rarely does the 
purist critic hear perfect rounds? The condition that the 
bells must strike clear of one another is very far from what 
is needed to produce even good rounds. How often does 
the 5th man on eight bells unmistakably divide each round 
into two? How often does one hear some slovenly 7th 
ringing in rounds, perceptibly too close at hand and equally, 
apparently, too wide at backstroke?

One thing that the fifty years have produced is what is 
sometimes knoWh as a nursery tower, where one man, 
year after year, spends time in teaching the elements of 
ringing, completely selfless in that he neglects his own 
opportunities for advancement in the art for the sake of 
learners. Such men are not few; invariably are they good 
churchmen and command the respect of all who know 
them, for they are incapable of a mean action. When such 
a man calls a peal, the ringers know that it is a peal. 
Would that one could say that of all conductors. J. T. D.

TWELVE BELL PEALS
EVESHAM, WORCESTERSHIRE.

THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. 
On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 4 Hours and 4 'Minutes,

A t the C ampanile Bell  T ow er,
A PEAL OF 5280 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAXIMUS 

Tenor 35 cwt. 3 qr. 20 lb. in C sharp.
Sidney T. H olt 
Leslie  W . G. M orris 
W alter A llman 
F rederick E . C ollins 
R alph G. E dwards 
E dward J enkins

9
10
11

Tenor

C . K enneth Lew is  . .  ..Treble  
‘ G eoffrey J. H em m ing  . .  2 

Fred D unkerley . .  . .  3
Basil J ones ....................  4
J ohn W orth ...................  5
Jo h n  E. Bibby . .  . .  6 

Composed by F. D ench . Conducted by L e s l ie  W. G . M o rr is .
* 200th peal and first of Cambridge Surprise Maximus, now com

pleting the cycle from Minor to Maximus in the method. First 
peal of Maximus on the bells.

WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 3 Hours and 28 Minutes,
At  the C hurch of St. M atthew ,

A PEAL OF 5016 PLAIN BOB MAXIMUS 
Tenor 26i cwt. in D.

•C liv e  M . Sm ith  . .  ..Treble
■(•{Maurice G . T urner . .  2

{J. N orman H adley . .  3
{G eorge A. P acker . .  4

F rancis Brotherton . .  5
{ E rn e s t  S t i t c h  . .  . .  6 

C om posed by Jo h n  R e ev es .

♦ H a rry  G r i f f i t h s  . .  7 
‘ W illia m  D av ie s  . .  . .  8 
§ Sam uel B irc h  . .  . .  9 
§A ubrey  M. P ic k e rin g  . .  10 
fEDWARD V. RoDENHURST 11 

H o w ard  H o w e l l  . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by H o w a rd  H o w e ll .

* First peal of Maximus, t  50th peal together. { First peal of 
Maximus in the method and completes Plain Bob from Minor to 
Maximus. § First peal of Maximus in the method. First peal of 
Maximus in the method as conductor.

TEN BELL PEALS
APPLETON, BERKSHIRE.

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., March 7, 1953) in 2 Hours and 59 Minutes 

A t the C hurch o f  St . L aurence,
A PEAL OF 5021 GRANDSIRE CATERS 

Tenor 14 cwt. 2 qr. 19 lb.
R eginald H olm es . .  ..Treble  | C harles Sangwin
M rs. P. L ewington . .  2 
W illiam  H ibbert . .  . .  3
Frank W h ite  .................... 4
C yril E. Lewington . .  5 
C om posed by J ohn Cox.

F red k . A. H . W ilkins 
G eorge H olifield  . .
R ichard W hite  
F red  W hite — . .

Conducted by G eorge H o lifield .

6
7
8 
9

Tenor

Rung on the 134th anniversary of the opening of the bells. Ringer 
of 6th hails from Bude, Cornwall.

NORTH STONEHAM, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes,
A t  the C hurch o f  St . N icolas,

A PEAL OF 5080 KENT TREBLE BOB ROYAL 
Tenor 9 cwt. 26 lb.

R eginald A. Reed  . .  . .  Treble 
*Tom C hapman . .  . .  2 

Jessie  M . K ip pin  . . . .  3 
* M olly D enby . .  4
t  N orman H ayes . .  . .  5 
Com posed by F. E. D arby.

{ B e tty  F a i t h f u l l  . .  . .  6 
§ R ic h a rd  M . C u r r ie  . .  7 
fARCHiBALD L. M itc h e l l  8 

M a u rice  J. B u t l e r  . .  9 
N orm an V. A n d re w s . .  Tenor 

Conducted by R e g in a ld  A . R eed.
* First peal on ten bells, t  First peal of Royal. { First peal of 

Treble Ten. § First ten-bell peal and of Kent.
A birthday compliment to  the ringer of the tenor. The conductor 

has now ‘ circled the tower.’

WORCESTER.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., March 7* 1953, in 3 Hours and 24 Minutes,
A t  the C hurch of A ll  Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB ROYAL
Tenor 23 cwt.

‘ Susan J ackson . .  ..Treble  
G eorge E. Large . .  . .  2 
Reginald W oodyatt . .  3
J ohn T h o m a s .................... 4
F rederick E. N urden . .  5 

Composed by W . H. Barber.
* First peal on ten bells.
Rung as a welcome to the new Rector, the Right Rev. Bishop C. E. 

Stuart, M.A., D.D.

R. G eorge M orris ..  
R alph H arris 
E. T revor N ewbury 
C yril T ansell 
T homas W. L ew is .

9
Tenor

Conducted by J ohn T homas.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
LODDON, NORFOLK.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
On Mon., Feb. 23, 1953, in 2 Hours and 59 Minutes, 

A t the C hurch of T he H oly T rinity,
A PEAL O R 5184 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 11 cwt. in G.
‘ Evelyn K illington 

N olan G olden 
L ionel A. L ester 
J ames W. F order .

Treble
2
3
4

Composed and Conducted by N olan G olden.
* First peal of Major.
Rung in honour of Mr. R. E. Browne’s 81st birthday.

R eginald A. D rane . .  5
S ta n le y  W . C o p lin g  . .  6
G odfrey G . W alpole . .  7
H. W illiam  Barrett . .  Tenor

SAXLINGHAM NETHERGATE, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., March 2, 1953, in 3 Hours,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 HEREWARD BOB TRIPLES 
Composition ‘ C.C.C.- Triples Methods,’ No. 1, p. 39.

Tenor 8 cwt. 48 lb.
T homas R. Simmons ..Treble \ Arthur G . Bason . .  . .  5
N o la n  G o ld e n  . .  . .  " 2  | G eo rg e  S a y e r ................... 6

| W illiam  Lo v e ...................  3 j Bert G ogle ....................  7
F. C harles G oodman . .  4 ' D avid H eighton . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by N olan G olden.
1 First peal in method by all and for the Association.
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DERBY.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., March 4, 1953, in 3 Hours and 8 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  St. P e te r ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Tenor 11 cwt. 1 qr. 14 lb.

J ack Bailey .................... 5
’ W a l te r  S teen  . .  . .  6 
Wm. L a n c a s te r  . .  . .  7 
Ben B a rk e r  ...................Tenor

Bruerton’s Twelve-part.
W alter Shaw ...................Treble
F rancis R. Lowe . .  . .  2
M ark Barker ....................  3
A lfred M ould . .  4

Conducted by J ack Bailey.
* First peal in the method on an ‘ inside ’ bell.
Rung half-muffled in memoriam John W . Glew, captain for 50 

years. Francis R. Lowe has now ‘ circled the tower.’

BOLTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY GUILD.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 3 Hours and 18 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of T he Saviour,

A  PEAL OF 5184 DOUBLE NORW ICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 20 cwt. 2  qr.

I an W. T aylor . .  . .  Treble
J ean C. Brown . .  2
A lan P endlebury . .  . .  3
G eoffrey P earson . .  . .  4

W ilfred L. Robinson . .  5 
*D avid A. E dwards . .  6 

Brian H arris . .  7 
D erek O g d e n ...................Tenor

Composed by J. W . P ritchard. Conducted by W ilfred L. R obinson.
* First peal in the method. First peal in the method as conductor 

and by the Guild.
Rung to celebrate the birth of a second daughter to Rev. R . True

man, M.A., S.T.M., and Mrs. Trueman, of Bolton Parish Church.

BUSHEY HEATH, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St. Peter,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 11 cwt.

N eville J enkins . .  ..Treble  
R onald W. R. P icton . .  2 

‘ M rs. T. H. N orris . .  3 
J ohn E. R ootes . .  . .  4

A lb e r t  W enban . .  . .  5 
tT h o m as H. N o r r is  . .  6 
L eo n ard  J. N o r th  . .  7 
C h r is to p h e r  W . W o o lle y  Tenor

Composed by Y ork G reen. Conducted by C hristopher  W . W oolley. 
* First peal on a working bell, t  First peal in the method.
A 21st birthday compliment to Miss P. Bedford, of Watford.

CHEPSTOW. MONMOUTHSHIRE.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,
A t the Church o f St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLE NORW ICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 21 cwt. in E.

J ohn E . M organ . .  ..Treble  I Reginald G. H ooper . .  5 
J acqueline S. E vans . .  2 ! Robert E. C oles . .  . .  6 
W illiam  J . P rescott . .  3 j R oger O. F ry . .  . .  7 
H arold L. P arfrey 4 D avid J. K ing . .  . .  Tenor

Composed and Conducted by R oger O. F ry.
50th peal as conductor. The first peal in the method on the bells.

CONISBOROUGH, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
At  the C hurch of St . P eter,

A PEAL OF 5024 LINCOLNSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 13J cwt.

..Treble  "R aymond C. W estneyF . Bernard D itcher
♦H oward Scott . .  . .  2

M ilton C. F owler . .  3
W. E ric C ritchley . .  4

‘ D ennis A. C hapman 
J. F rederick M ilner 

‘ Alfred Sm ith

5
6 
7

Tenor
Composed by J ames T o pp . Conducted by W. E ric Critchley. 

* First peal in the method. First peal in the method on the bells.

CURDRIDGE, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 3 Hours and 27 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . Peter,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLE NORW ICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 26 cwt.

E. W inifred K eys . .  ..Treble  
Blanche M. Ball . .  . .  2 
Brian J. Luff . .  . .  3 
N orman J. Sm ith  . .  . .  4 
Composed by J. H. Barrett.

John W . M eade 
Patrick P age . .
John H . H unt 
F rederick W. Burnett

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by John H . H unt.

DEBENHAM, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 3 Hours and 15 Minutes, 
At the C hurch o f  St . M ary M agdalene,

A PEAL OF 5040 LITTLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 21 cwt. 1 qr. 20 lb. in E.

H arry D. L ister  . .  ..Treble
M ax P. Page . .  . .  2

‘ Patricia M . C larke . .  3
W illiam  J. Button . .  4

D udley H. P. Buxton . .  5
Robert E. L ister  . .  . .  6
G arnham A. Blaxcell . .  7
R onald W. Steward . .  Tenor

Composed by N olan F. G olden . Conducted by H arry D. L ister .
* 25th peal, aged 16 years. First peal in the method by all except 

3rd and tenor.
A birthday compliment to Robert E. Lister,

MONKEN HADLEY, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f  St. M ary-the-V irgin ,

A  PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 11 cwt.

H arold J. H azell . .  . .Treble 
Alick  Cutler . .  . .  2 
E rnest C . S. T urner . .  3 

‘ M ontague J. Soper . .  4 
Composed by J. R. Pritchard.

Re v . M . C. C. Melv ille  5 
t P eter J. C oles . .  . .  6 
John E. L ofty . .  . .  7 
T homas J. L ock . .  . .  Tenor 

C onducted by T homas J. Lock.
* First peal, t  First peal away from treble.

IPSWICH, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes,
At  the C hurch of St . M ary-le-Tow er ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
Brooks' Variation of Thurstans’ Four-part. Tenor 32 cwt. in C sharp.
C harles J. Sedgley . .  ..Treble  
W illoughby E. M aulden 2 
C ecil  W. P ipe  . .  . .  3 
G eorge A. F leming . .  4

‘ G eorge E. Symonds . .  5
Jam es B e n n e tt  . .  . .  6
G eorge W. P ipe  . . 7
H erbert G . J illings . .  Tenor

' 400th peal.
C onducted by C harles J. Sedgley.

PORTSMOUTH, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 3 Hours and 8 Minutes,
A t  the C hurch of St . M ary, P ortsea,

A PEAL OF 5056 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 17 cwt. 7 lb. in F.

J osiah D. H arris . .  ..Treble  
C. E rnest Sm ith  . .  . .  2 
M r s . F. J. M arshalls ay . . 3 
C harles H . K ip pin  . .  . .  4 
Composed by G eorge L e w is .

A r t h u r  V. D a v i s  . .  . .  5 
L e s l i e  D .  D u g u i d  . .  . .  6  
F r e d e r i c k  W . R o g e r s  . .  7 
W i l l i a m  T. B e e s o n  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by F r e d k .  W . R o g e r s .

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
N ew  Installations : Repairs : M aintenance 

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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SUTTON-ON-TRENT, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD 

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes, 
A t the C hurch of All  Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 
Tenor 12 cwt.

H arold Dknman , .
‘ Frank W. Vernon 
‘ J ames W . R aithby 
F. W illiam  M idw inter  

Conducted by H erbert T. R ooke. 
t  First peal on eight. First peal

5
6 
7

Tenor

G race Burchnall ..Treble  
K atherine Burchnall. . 2 
H erbert T. R ooke . .  3 

* t A llan W ilson . .  . .  4 
Composed by J. C arter.

* First peal of Grandsirc Triples 
of Grandsire Triples as conductor.

Rung as a 75th birthday compliment to Mr. E. A. Midwinter, who 
has been a ringer at the above church for 57 years and churchwarden 
for 27 years.

UFTON-ON-SEVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 3 Hours and 14 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f  SS. P eter and Paul,

A PEAL OF 5040 OXFORD BOB TRIPLES
Parker’s Six-part, C.C.C. No. 6. 
‘ M artyn H awkes (15) ..Treble  
F rank L awrence . .  . .  2 
F red H awkes . .  . .  3 

t  M uriel W illett . .  4

D avid Beacham 
E rnest F . C ubberley 
C harles J . C amm . .  

JL en D ovey

Tenor 17J cwt.

Conducted by C harles J . C amm.
* First peal, t  First peal ‘ inside ’ in the method. { First peal on 

eight bells.
Rung as a birthday compliment to the conductor and the treble 

ringer.
WOODSTOCK, OXFORDSHIRE.

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes,

At the C hurch o f  St . M ary M agdalene,
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 15 cwt.
.Treble I Edmund  E. Pearson

5
6 
7

Tenor

‘ M r s . G. F. Burton
Alan R . P i n k ..................; 2
H erbert H . A lexander. . 3 
Edgar J . Sm ith  . .  . .  4 

Composed by Y ork G reen.
* First peal.
Rung for the Feast of St. Perpetua.

C yril H . K inch 
R eginald H . J arvis 
G eorge F . Burton .

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by A lan R. P in k .

WESTBOURNE, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sun., March 8, 1953, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes, 
A t the C hurch o f  St . J ohn-the-Baptist.

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
Washbrook’s Transposition. Tenor 10J- cwt.

Blanche M . Ball . .  ..Treble  
‘ J oy G umbrell . .  . .  2 
N orman J . Sm ith  . .  . .  3 

t  Alexander P age . .  . .  4
Conducted by J ohn H . H unt .

* First peal on eight bells, t  First peal in the method.

E. W inifred  K eys 
P atrick P age . .  
J ohn H . H unt . .  
S. John H arding

5
. .  6 
. .  7 
. .  Tenor

CLAYBROOKE, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD.

On Tues., March 10, 1953, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes, 
A t the  C hurch of St . P eter,

A  PEAL OF 5184 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 14 cwt.

M rs. P . J. Staniforth ..Treble  
M rs . H. J. P oole . .  . .  2 
M rs. D . E . Beam ish  . .  3 
M argaret E . L . Beamish  4 
Composed by G . L in d o ff .

A r th u r  H . B eam ish . .  5 
H a r o ld  J. P o o le  . .  . .  6 
A lf r e d  B a l la r d  . .  . .  7 
P e te r  J. S ta n i f o r th  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by H a r o ld  J. P o o le .

In memoriam George Straw, late of the Leicester Cathedral Band 
who died on March 14th, 1951.

W ALKDEN, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., March 10, 1953, in 3 Hours,

A t  the C hurch of St . P aul,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES

Rev. C . D. P. Davies’ Five-part. 
‘ Stephen W alton . .  ..Treble  

A rthur T omlinson  . .  2
Annie Po t t e r ....................  3
N orman T om pkins . .  4

Tenor 18i cwt. in E. 
P e rc y  H . D arb y sh irb  . .  5 
Joseph  T h o rn le y  . .  . .  6 
A lb e r t  G re e n h a lg h  . .  7 
H e n ry  P r e s c o t t  . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by A rthur T omlinson .
* First peal.
Rung with the bells deeply muffled in memoriam James Denner, a 

ringer at this church, who was interred this day.

FRAMSDEN, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., March 14, 1953, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes, 
At the C hurch of St. M ary,

A PEAL OF 5088 PAINSWICK SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 16 cwt. in F.

A lbert E . W hiting  . .  . .  Treble 
P atricia M . C larke (1 6 ).. 2 
F rank R u ffles . .  . .  3 
E rnest E. G rim es . .  . .  4

R ussell G . Parker . .  5
W a lte r  R u f f le s  . .  . .  6
W alter W. M iller . .  7
L eslie  G . Brett . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by C. J. S ed g ley  (N o . 42). Conducted by L e s l ie  G . B re t t .  
First peal in the method by all the band.
Rung half-muffled to the memory of the Rev. J. Dobbs, retired 

Vicar of Framsden.

FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
EAST FARLEIGH, KENT.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Feb. 24, 1953, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,

At the C hurch of St . M ary,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 

Being 42 extents, 10 callings. Tenor 8} cwt.
•R ichard H arris 
•A rthur W ebb 

Stanley H ayzelden

..Treble  ‘ Leslie  M aynard . .  . .  4
2 ‘ J ohn H arris ................... 5
3 ‘ R upert Stedman . . . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Stanley H ayzelden.
‘ First peal. First peal as conductor. First peal on bells by resi

dent band.

CADOXTON, NEAR NEATH.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., Feb. 28, 1953, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
A t th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. C a tw g ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being 2,160 Kent Treble Bob and 2,880 Plain Bob. Tenor 7J cwt.
T revor M . R oderick ..Treble
H arry Boyce .................... 2
J ohn T . W illiams . .  . .  3

Conducted by G wyn I. Le w is . 
Rung on the eve of St. David’s Day.

A lf r e d  H an n in g to n  . .  4 
Edm und J. M o rr is  . .  5 
G w yn I. L ew is . .  . .  Tenor

STANWELL, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., Feb. 28, 1953, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
A t  the C hurch of the Blessed  V irgin M ary,

A  PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Being three extents each o f : Stedman Slow Course, Rugby Slow 
Course, Bedfont Slow Course, Place Bob, Accrington Bob, Blackburn 
Place, New Bob, Huntspill, Reverse Canterbury Pleasure, St. Nicholas’, 

Winchendon Place, Plain Bob, St. Simon’s and St. M artin’s. 
Tenor 13 cwt. 14 lb.

Alan Cooke ...................Treble I W illiam  Butler . .  . .  3
Brian T aylor ................... 2 [ P eter A . L awrence . .  4

F rank T. Blagrove . .  Tenor 
Conducted by F rank T. Blagrove.

SUTTON VENY, WILTSHIRE.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 28, 1953, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . J ohn,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being 42 six-scores (10 callings). Tenor 8£ cwt.
• J ames H . C ase . .  ..Treble  
Edward C . M arlow . .  2 
T homas E . M allard . .  3

P ercival W. J. H arding 4 
F rederick S. Slattord . .  5 
L aurence E. H itchens . .  Tenor

Conducted by F rederick S. Slatford.
* First peal.

SPROUGHTON, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sun., March 1, 1953, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t  the Church of A ll Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being two extents of Kent Treble Bob, and five of Plain Bob, called 
differently. Tenor 10 | cwt. in G.
•R obert E. L ester . .  ..Treble  D erek A. W oodward . .  4
Alan F ever ....................  2 fGEOFFREY F . P age . .  5
J ohn S. W ybrew . .  . .  3 M ax P. P a g e ...................Tenor

Conducted by M ax P. P age.
•  75th peal, t  25th peal for the Guild.
A birthday peal for the conductor.
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HARSTON, CAM BRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On M on., March 2, 1953, in 2 Hours and 36 Minutes,
At the  C hurch op  All Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR 
Being seven extents. Tenor 9 i cwt.
•M arie K . R oberts ..Treble  
John G . G ipson  . .  . .  2 
Michael N. Bland . .  3

Conducted by Cyril A . H urst .
* First peal of Treble Bob.

T. Reginald D ennis . .  4 
W illiam  J . R idgman . .  5 
C yril A . H urst . .  . .  Tenor

•Donald G. W heeler ..Treble  
Walter L ee . .  . . .  . .  2 

•Bernard C ollins . .  . . 3
Conducted by W alter L ee .

* First peal in five methods, f  First peal ‘ inside.’

SUNNINGW ELL, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.

On Tues., March 3, 1953, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
At the C hurch of St . L eonard.

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 8J cVt.
•Ashley C. P. P ugh  ..Treble  
•G lyn F . J enkins . . . .  2 
R. J ames Cook . .  3

*John Smart 
Robin G . T urner 
P eter Border . .

* First peal.
Conducted by P eter Border.

SHIRLEY. BIRMINGHAM.
ST MARTIN’S GU ILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Fri., March 6, 1953, in 2 Hours and 22 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f  St . J ames the  G reat,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR 
R e v . E. Bankes J ames’ Arrangement.

Tenor 6 cwt. 1 qr. 1 lb. in B flat.
Vincent A. H emming  
Charles M cG uiness 
M argaret F idell

.Treble G eorge E. F earn 
W illiam  C. D owding  
J a c k  L. M illhouse . .

4
5

Tenor
Conducted by J a c k  L. M illhouse .

BOBBING, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,
A t  the  C hurch of St . Bartholomew ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 9J cwt. in A flat.
•A lbert D u n k ....................Treble T revor A . C ross . .  . .  4
H arry Springate . .  . .  2 Cyril S. J arrett . .  . .  5 
P eter F. Borer . .  . .  3 G eorge K enward . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by C yril S. J arrett.
* First peal of Minor.
Rung as an 82nd birthday compliment to Mr. W. H. Sopp, father- 

in-law of the treble ringer.

EASTHAMPSTEAD. BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes,
At  the C hurch of St . M ichael and St . M ary M agdalene,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Consisting of (1) Double, Reverse, Canterbury, Fulbeck and Plain Bob, 
(2) Hereward Bob, (3) Cambridge Surprise, (4) Double Oxford and 
Thelwall, (5) Kent and Oxford Treble Bob, (6) St. Clement’s and 
Childwall, (7) Single Oxford and Plain Bob, 99 changes of method.

Tenor 8 cwt. in A.
W alter L ee . .  . .  ..Treble  
R eginald L. Sills . .  . .  2 
W illiam H . J. P arker . .  3

Conducted by W illiam Butler 
First peal in fourteen Minor methods by all.

W illiam  Birmingham . .  4 
M ichael H atchett . .  . .  5 
W illiam  Butler . .  . .  Tenor

STOKE MANDEVILLE, BUCKS.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Mon., March 2, 1953, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  S t . M a ry -th e -V irg in ,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES
Being one extent of St. Simon’s, one Of St. Martin’s, eight of Reverse 
St. Bartholomew’s, twelve of Plain Bob, sixteen and two 240’s of 
Grandsire. Tenor 9 i cwt.

tA . J. W hite ..' . .  . .  4 
H arry J ones . .  . > . .  5 

J R e x  Bacon ....................Tenor

4
, .  5 
. .  Tenor

GILLETT
AND

JOHNSTON
LIMITED

N o matter in which corner of the country 

you happen to be, as likely as not you 

will come across Gillett & Johnston bells 

or tower clocks. Gillett & Johnston crafts

manship is embodied in an all-embracing 

service— as much in the preservation 

and restoration of old rings of antiquarian 
interest as in the installation of new.

B E L L  F O U N D E R S
A N D

C L O C K  M A K E R S

C R O Y D O N

MI
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FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 2 Hours and 39 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f St . J ames,

A  PEAL OF 5040 M INOR 
Consisting of (1) Double, Reverse, Canterbury, Fulbeck and Plain Bob,
(2) Cambridge Surprise, (3) Double Oxford and Thelwall Bob, (4) 
Oxford Treble Bob, (5) St. Clement’s and Childwall, (6) Kent Treble 
Bob, (7) Single Oxford Bob, 80 changes of method. Tenor 8 cwt. in A.
W alter L ee ...................Treble
R onald I. Shepherd . .  2 
W illiam  H. J. P arker . .  3

Conducted by W illiam  Butler. 
First peal in 13 Minor methods by all the band.

W illiam Birmingham  . . 4 
R eginald L. Sills . .  5
W illiam Butler . .  Tenor

GRAFTON REGIS, NORTHANTS.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES
Being six six-scores Plain Bob, six six-scores April Day, six six-scores 

Reverse Canterbury and twenty-four six-scores Grandsire. 
Tenor 9 cwt. in G sharp.

S. H a ll  ................................. Treble I G. A t k in s  ........................  3
E. J .  L a m b e r t ................... 2 | G . W ebb . .  ...................  4

E. R. L a m b e r t .......................Tenor
Conducted by E. R. L ambert.

First peal as conductor, also first of Doubles. First peal in four 
methods by 'a ll.

SHREWSBURY, SHROPSHIRE.
THE SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 2 Hours and 30 Minutes,
At the C hurch of St . M ichael,

A  PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE M INOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 7 cwt.
♦John F. Butler . .  ..Treble  
•C lifford  A . Barron . .  2 
•F . H ector Bennett . . 3

•W illiam A . F armer . .  4 
F rederick P rice . .  . .  5 
A rthur Pritchard . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Arthur Pritchard.
* First peal of Surprise Minor. First Surprise peal rung in Shrews

bury.

SILK WILLOUGHBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., March 7, 1953, in 2 Hours and 38 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . D e n i s ,
A PEAL O F 5040 MINOR

Being one extent each of Single Oxford, Single Court, Double Court, 
Plain Bob, Kent Treble Bob, Oxford Treble Bob and Cambridge
Surprise. Tenor 8 cwt. 3 qr. 18 lb. in A.
•H enry P. C ollin . .  ..Treble  A lbert E. Scott . .  . .  4
J ames W . H aw . . . .  2 j W illiam  O ldman 5

tC ecil W ade ................... 3 ' J ames H . M usson . .  Tenor
Conducted by J a m e s  H. M u s s o n .

* First peal in seven methods, t  50th peal.
Rung with the best wishes of the company to Mr. Frank Gash (the 

conductor’s nephew) and Miss Grace Barrand, who were married in 
the afternoon.

A birthday compliment to Mrs. W. ‘Oldman, wife of the ringer 
of the 5th.

HANDBELL PEALS
OXFORD.

THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.
On Thurs., March 5, 1953, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes. 

A t 26, St . M argaret’s R oad,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB ROYAL

Tenor size 15 in C.
K athleen H iggins . .  . .  1—2 I R. J ames Cook . .  . .  5—6
Robin G . T urner . .  . 3— 4 I Peter Border ....................7—8

F rances A. E dgar . .  9—10
Composed by E. M. Atk in s . Conducted by Robin G. T urnbr.

• HORSHAM ST. FAITH, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., March 11, 1953, in 2 Hours and 20 Minutes.
A t 26, Brabazon R oad,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor size 15 in C.

H. W illiam  Barrett . .  1—2 I Bert G ogle ....................5—6
N olan G olden . .  . .  3—4 | Arthur G . Bason . .  7—8 

Composed and Conducted by N olan G olden.

AJLVERSTOKE, HANTS.—On Mar. 8th, 1,260 
G randsire T r ip le s : Doris Banks 1, T. M. W hite 2. 
M rs. A udrey W hite (first quarter in m ethod) 3, G. 
Verrill 4. H. A. N obes (cond.) 5, Ann W est 6, K ath
leen Knight 7, F. G. Barron 8.

BALCOMBE. SUSSEX.—O n M ar. 1st, 1,260 Plain 
Bob M in o r : L. Mills 1. D. J. Laker 2, A. E. C. 
G asson 3, I. Butcher 4. J. H . G. G ardner 5, A. E. 
Laker (cond.) 6.

BA RROW -ON-SOAR, LEICS.—On M ar. 8th, 1,260 
Plain Bob M in o r: P. Cham bers 1, R . Corbishley 2, 
J . Chambers 3, K. E. Lovett 4, R . G. W . Soars 5,
F. K . Thom pson (cond.) 6. Rung as a  birthday com
plim ent to  the ringer of the 5th.

BO OKING. ESSEX.—On Feb. 25th, 1,260 P lain Bob 
M inor : T. Senior (first quarter) 1, Mrs. Jarvis 2, Miss 
J. Starling 3. H. M oore 4. Mrs. M oore 5, R . Suckling 
(cond.) 6. A birthday com plim ent for the Dean.

BRA D FO RD . Y ORKS.—A t the Cathedral, on Mar. 
3rd, 1,264 Plain Bob M a jo r : E. A. Simpson 1, V. 
Copping (first quarter, aged 14) 2, J. F  Bryant (aged 
15) 3, R. M. M ann 4. R. E. M oulds 5, R . Beaumont
6, G. F. Bryant (cond.) 7, S. Longbottom  8. Rung 
half-muffled in memoriam Mr. J . Broadley, a ringer 
at this church for sixty years.

CLAPHAM , S .W .—On M ar. 9th, a t the Redcm ptorist 
Church of O ur Imm aculate Lady of Victories, 1,260 
Grandsire Doubles : Miss J. Pilkington (first in  method)
1, Miss M. Fellows 2, Miss M. Powell 3, E. S. Rew
4, P. J. Hutchings (cond.) 5, E. J. W all (first quarter)
6. Rung as a 21st birthday compliment to  Miss M. 
Powell, secretary of the local band.

C LEW ER. BERKS.—On Mar. 8th, 1.320 Doubles 
(240 Reverse Canterbury. 240 Reverse St. Bartholomew. 
36 ) Plain Bob and 480 G ran d sire): R . Crook 1, Monica 
Howard 2, A. Birds 3, W . Butler (cond.) 4, J. Brookes
5, R. Purchase 6.

C R A N FO R D , M IDD LX .—On Feb. 27th, 1,260 Bob 
M in o r; G. Thiush 1. J. B. Sansom 2, B. K. Lunn 3.
D . Fowlcs 4, P. J. W oodgyer 5. J. Chilcott (cond.) 6. 
First o f M inor 1 and 3. A farewell to John Moore 
on  taking an  appointm ent in Norwich.

ESCRICK , YORKS.—On Feb. 28th. 1,260 Grandsirc 
T rip les: F. D arbournc 1. C. McGuiness 2. Miss P. M. 
Reeves 3. D. Linington 4. D. F orth  5, J . E. Dews 6.
H . W alker (cond.) 7. J. Bowers 8. Rung to  celcbratc 
the birth of a son to  the ringer of the 5th.

G REA T W Y M ON D LEY , H ERTS.—On M ar. 5th.
I,320 Bob Doubles : K. Timbury (first quarter Bob 
Doubles) 1. P. C roft 2. W. 1 odd (first quarter Bob 
Doubles) 3, G. Cherry 4, F. C roft (cond.) 5.

Q U A R T E R  P E A L S
G RAN TH A M , LINCS.—O n M ar. 1st, 1,260 G rand

sire Triples : R. P. Armstrong 1, F. W . Pinchbeck 2. 
J. W . W atson 3, D. A. F rith  4, F . S. Parsons 5, 
J. Royce 6, R . C. Blakey (cond.) 7. R . Pick 8. A 
birthday compliment to  Mr. T. H . Hall.

H O R N C H U R C H , ESSEX.—O n M ar. 8th, 1,260 
Stedm an T rip les: Miss D . Fleetwood 1. A. J. Salis
bury (first in method as cond.) 2, J. C arro tt 3, D. M. 
Salisbury 4, A. H. W orboys 5, C. E. W right 6, S. 
Penfold 7, F. V. G ant 8.

H U N TIN G D O N .—A t All Saints’ Church, on Mar. 
8th. 1.440 K ent Treble Bob M in o r: M. J. D yer 1. 
J. W itney 2, G  D. W hitehead 3, J. R . G . Spicer 4.
H . S. Peacock 5. S. G ilbert (cond.) 6. First in the 
m ethod for 2 and  3.

H URST, BERKS.—On M ar. 6th, 1,260 Oxford Bob 
Triples : E. A llum 1, C. W . M ortim er 2, Mrs. C. A. 
Eele 3, Mrs. B. C. Castle 4, C. A. Eele 5, L. Hall 6,
B. C. Castle (cond.) 7 F. Hicks 8. First quarter in 
the m ethod by all the band.

ISLE W O RTH , M ID D LX .—On M ar. 8th, 1,260 
G randsire Triples : Miss P. W oodw ard (first quarter) 1. 
Miss R. J. P ett 2, Miss J. C reak (first quarter ‘ inside ’) 
3; Mrs. O. L. Rogers 4. Miss E. Farrell 5, H. W. 
Rogers (cond.) 6, F. D. Bishop 7, S. C roft 8. 

O FFW ELL, H O N ITO N , D EV ON .—O n Feb. 27th,
I,260 G randsirc Doubles : R. J. Bakke 1, F . H. Parr
2. R. M. Broadhurst 3, J. A. Broadhurst 4 W . W ebb 
(cond.) 5, Miss M. F. B roadhurst 6.

OLD W IN D SO R , BERKS.—O n Feb. 22nd, 1,260 
G randsire T rip le s : C. W atson 1, R . Franklin 2. W. 
W elling 3, A. J. Coombes 4. A. Cross 5, D. W . Stone 
(cond.) 6, G. Coussins 7, A . H . Bates 8. Rung for 
Matins during a  visit by A. J. Coombes, an ex-local 
ringer on  leave from H .M . Forces.

PEN DLEBU RY, LANCS.—A t Christ Church, on 
Feb. 28th. 1,260 Stcdm an T rip les: J. W oods 1, N. 
Tom pkins 2, D. Ogden 3, J. Thom ley 4. A. Pendle- 
bury 5. G. Pearson 6, A. Tomlinson (cond.) 7, F. 
Jones 8. Rung in' memoriam Dr. Guy W arm an. late 
Bishop o f Manchester.

RO M FO RD. ESSEX.—On Feb. 22nd. 1.260 G rand
sire T rip le s : Mrs. M. M. Osborne 1, Mrs. J. C. 
N orthan 2, Miss S. Booth 3, H. Coraey 4, N . R. 
Phillips 5, T. H. Bullock 6, L. W. Bullock (cond.) 7.
H. F . Perry 8. A birthday compliment to  Miss L. 
Stella.

RU ISL IP, M ID D LX .—O n M ar. 8th, 1,264 Plain Bob 
M a jo r : W . Bunce, jun., 1, Mrs. E. Savory 2, Mrs. 
M anchip 3, P. Thrift 4, A. H unter 5, J . S. Barnes 6. 
T . Collins (cond.) 7,  W . Picthall 8. Rung for the in
duction o f  the Rev. L. Faw cett to  the living o f  Bran- 
deston and K ettlebury, Suffolk.

SILSOE, BEDS.—On Mar. 6th, 1,260 Plain Bob 
M in o r: N. Stevens 1, T. W. Allen 2. D. R . Brazier
3, C. D. M ann 4. W . P. Billington 5, T. P . Harris 
(cond.) 6. First o f M inor for 1 and 5.

SLOUGH, BUCKS.—O n M ar. 1st, 1,280 K ent Treble 
Bob Major : A. D. Rivers 1. F. Scott 2, Miss R. 
Tabraham  3. W . Butler 4, J . C. Birt 5, M. H atchett 6. 
W . Birmingham 7, J. M. Ellwood (first o f  M ajor a* 
cond.) 8. First quarter in the m ethod for 1, 2, 3, & 
and 8. A birthday compliment to  the conductor** 
daughter.

SOUTHAM , W A RW ICK S.—O n M ar. 1st. 1,260 
G randsire Triples : Miss D. Palm er 1, G . Smith 2,
D. H arrison 3, G. Rathbone 4, A. J. Hobley 5, H. 
W indsor 6, A. P. Cannon (cond.) 7, P. Thorne 8. 
First quarter o f  Triples for 1. 2, 6 and 8. Also on 
Mar. 4th. 1,260 G randsirc Triples : Miss D. Palm er 1. 
R. Barrett 2. Miss M. Middlemiss 3, G . Smith 4, G. 
Rathbone 5. H. W indsor 6. D. H arrison (first o f Triple* 
as cond.) 7. W . Thorne 8. First o f Triples for 2, 3 
and 8. Rung for Confirm ation service.

SW IN TO N , LANCS.—O n Feb. 26th. 1,260 G rand
sire T rip les : Miss S. Higham 1, Mrs. P. T . Robbin*
2, B. Rothwell 3. Rev. P. T. Robbins 4, N. Tom p
kins (cond.) 5. W . Thom pson 6. J. Thom ley 7, F. 
Jones 8. Thz first ladies to  ring a quarter peal in thi* 
tower.

TIV ERTON . DEVON.—On Mar. 1st, 1,260 G rand
sire Triples : A. W . Payne 1. L. H. M ay 2, Mrs. H . C. 
Miles 3. E. J . Taylor (cond.) 4, P. M ayne 5, J. Kelland
6. J. U pton 7, A. K erslake 8. A 90th birthday com
plimcnt to  Mrs. B. L. Pethick. a great adm irer o f the 
bells, who has for many years lived close by the tower.

U PPER  CLA PTO N, E.—At the Church o f St. M at
thew, on  *Mar. 8th. 1,260 G randsire T rip les: Miss N. 
Hales 1, Mrs. R . K. C. W ilkings 2, Miss G. t .  Fris- 
well 3, J. H ales (first o f  Triples ‘ inside ’) 4, R . K. C. 
W ilkings 5, D. N eal (cond.) 6. G. A. Parsons 7, C . F. 
N eal 8.

W A N STEA D, ESSEX.—On Mar. 8th, 1,260 Plain 
Bob M inor: B. Petty 1. Mrs. J. H. C ram pion 2 , Mis» 
J. N ash (first quarter) 3. H. Corney 4. J . Chalk 5. 
J. H. Cram pion (cond.) 6. Rung as a  last respect for 
the late Canon Birchenough. for many years Rector of 

the church.
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A MEMORY AS THE OUTING SEASON APPROACHES
Baldock and Norton Ringers 

May 17th, 1952
The ringers went off on an outing in May
To ring at some towers a long way away.

The friends and relations and ringers came 
forth,

And by seven a m. we were off to the North.

At Croyland’s old Abbey we visited first,
And rang the six bells, which weren’t voted the 

worst.
While some rang the bells we explored the 

village
Admiring the church or triangular bridge.

Soon after we went on to Spalding’s grey 
tower,

And rang eight fine bells there for over an 
hour.

The next thing was lunch, for the ringers 
were starved,

In a very short while the provisions were 
halved.

To Mr. E. Buck was a  fine pen presented,
A token of thanks from the towers represented.

I ’m happy to organise outings like this,—
But—(here all the ringers drew breath with

a hiss).
I ’m sorry there’ll soon be more ringers than 

room!
It was strange how this news seem’d to lighten 

the gloom.

Some time on the handbells was merrily spent,
To Pinchbeck, with eight bells, the ringers then 

went.
The view from the tower was flat, greens 

with reds
In stripes and gay patches of late tulip beds.

Towards the next tower, at Boston, time speeds,
To find that a band who had come from West 

Leeds,
Was ringing the ten bells, but soon they 

were gone,
And ringers stepped in from Baldock and 

Norton.

When some of us struggled upstairs for the 
view,

(The height is two hundred and seventy-two 1)
Three hundred and sixty-five steps to  be 

climbed—
For one of the locals we visitors primed.

From Boston, a  city in Mass., U.S.A.
To Boston in England came money to pay

For repairs to the tower, and fifteen bells 
more,

A thank-offering to God for the end of the 
war.

When tea was completed the coach drove us on
To ring the eight bells of the locked Sutterton.

While some of the ringers were hunting 
around

For the key to the tower, which was finally 
found.

The outing’s photographers took all their 
snaps,

(Each time they shielded their lenses with caps)
Then onward to  Surfleet, the cry is 

Advance 1
To ring the twelve bells in a  tower that’s 

askance.

At last it was time for the coach to  depart,
So turning for home, each with a light heart,

The ringers left Lincolnshire bells for a 
while,

And started back in magnificent style.

On the way out we had seen a grey heron. 
When we returned the bird still hadn’t gone, 

Then, taking the air with the greatest of 
ease,

He sailed away on the westerly breeze.

At Langford the coach simply came to a  stop— 
We had no more oil left, not even a drop!

At last, with five gallons, we started again, 
Eventually arriving just past one a.m.

But we’re sure that all those who came out on 
that day

Enjoyed their great outing that hot day in 
May.

—Jean Sanderson.

SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 
SOCIETY OF BELL RINGERS
At Southwark Cathedral on March 7th, after 

evensong, in the presence of a congregation in
cluding members of the Cathedral band and 
the Ancient Society of College Youths, and 
the ‘ Friends of Southwark Cathedral,’ a 
memorial plaque to the late W. H. Seabrook 
was unveiled and dedicated by the Provost.

The occasion was marked by half-mufSed 
ringing; before the service by the Cathedral 
band, and after by three courses of Stedman 
Caters by the Ancient Society represented by
E. G . Fenn, W. H. Passmore, H. Belcher, L. 
W. Bullock, M . V. Chilcott, A. B. Peck, J. A. 
Waugh, J. Phillips, W. H. Crampion and C. 
J. Watts (tenor). The plaque donated by Miss 
Seabrook (sister) was inscribed:—

In grateful memory 
W ILLIAM  HARCOURT SEABROOK 

1884— 1950 
Ringing Master,

Councillor, Steward, 
and Friend, 

of this Cathedral 
Church.

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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Through the generosity of ringers of peals and 
quarter peals, '  The Ringing World ’ finished 
1952 with a balance in hand, but without that 
assistance there would have been a deficit. Our 
friends’ help was much appreciated by the 
committee.
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The Official Journal of the Central 
Council of Church Bell Ringers

Great Tom, the old bell of 
Christ Church, Oxford, which 
tolls 101 times at 9.5 p.m. 
each day is to be rehung and fitted with new loll
ing gear. It is hoped to complete the work in 
time for the Coronation. The present bell 
was cast on April 8th. 1680, by Christopher 
Hodson, of London, and its estimated weight is
7 tons, 7 cwt. 3 qr. 11 lb.

Great Tom ’s, gear consists of a plated elm 
headstock, strap gudgeons, brass bearings and 
a  17th century clapper to which has been fitted 
a 19th century head. 'T h ere  are,’ writes Mr. 
Frederick Sharpe, in his book ‘ The Church 
Bells of Oxfordshire,’ some fragments of a 
bell-wheel of non-traditional type attached to 
the headstock, the lower half of this wheel has 
disappeared and about half the spokes. There 
are two disused 17th century ground tracks 
or rope rollers. The existence of these proves 
that two ropes were used for the purpose of 
swinging Tom.’

A correspondent inquires when were the first 
peals of Double Court Bob Triples and Herc- 
ward Bob Triples rung?

By the peal of Plain Bob Maximus at Walsall 
on March 7th Messrs. E. Stitch, M. G. Turner 
and J. N. Headley have now completed the 
four standard methods from Doubles to Maxi
mus.

Oddfellows who are attending the A.M.C. at 
Folkestone this year are asked to contact Bro. 
W. Frank Stenson of North Col, 142. Minshull 
New Road, Crewe, with a view to ringing for 
the Oddfellows’ service and also at other towers.

Mr. J. W. G. Harwood, at the age of 76, has 
retired from the secretaryship of the East N or
folk Branch of the Norwich Diocesan Associa
tion, a post he has held for 21 years. During 
that long period he has only missed one meet
ing. His successor is M r. P. G. W. Newstead.

BELFRY GOSSIP The church service in the 
Midland Home, Service for 
Passion Sunday, March 22nd, 

at 9.30 a.m., will be broadcast from St. An
drew’s, Norwich. If practicable, the first item 
will be a course of Original on handbells. 
The address by the Rev. A. G. G. Thurlow is 
about 1 Where are we going in our national 
culture? ' A reference will be made to ringing 
if this has formed part of the broadcast.

Participating in the memorial quarter peal 
at Bradford Cathedral to Mr. J. Broadley were 
six of the Sunday service band of All Souls'. 
Halifax. It was the first quarter for 14-year-old 
V. Copping, who was introduced to the Exer
cise last September.

Central Council publications arc now pur
chased from Miss P. J. Ayris, 10. Sherwood 
Close, Bicester, Oxon, and not from Mr. W.
H. J. Hooton. who is retiring from the office 
of hon. librarian to the Central Council.

Would the ringer who ‘ borrowed ’ a book 
from Woburn at the rccent meeting kindly re
turn the same forthwith to Mr. C. A. Smith. 
The Cottage, Sedgemoor Road, Flackwell 
Heath, High Wycombe, so that it can be 
restored to its rightful owner

The attempt for four peals in four counties 
in one day planned by Mr. Butler has had to be 
postponed owing to two members of the band 
being unable to ring due to work and the spare 
man being taken ill. A further attempt is 
hoped to be made later in the year.

A novelty arrived at our office this week— 
a peal report written in Welsh. Those familiar 
with Welsh will perhaps recognise ‘ Sain clychan
5,040 yn y Llcddf sef caint taro triphlyg 2,160. 
taro eglur 2,880.’ as a peal of 5.040 Minor be
ing 2,160 Kent Treble Bob and 2,889 Plain Bob. 
While one of the Editor’s grandmothers was 
Welsh he regrets that he has never mastered the 
language.

THE W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL F O U N D R Y

ESTABLISHED
1570

MEARS & STA INBAN K
at

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E.l
Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

FOUNDERS OF THE NEW RING OF TWELVE FOR LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL
Tenor 82 cwt.

HANDBELLS BELL ROPES

Etc.

MUFFLES
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AN ENGLISH GIRL GOES TO AUSTRALIA
Joan Hills’ Story of a Grand Welcome 

and Impressions of Many Towers

I WONDER if you have ever thought where 
you would like to  go if you found yourself, 

unexpectedly, in possession of sufficient money 
to enable you to visit another country? This 
is the position in which I found myself two 
years ago. and the answer was not long in 
occurring to me—I would like to go to Aus
tralia. Why? Because it was the only other 
country in the world where I would be assured 
of some ringing. I had read in ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ from time to time how glad the people 
‘ down under ’ were to see visiting ringers from 
the old country, and though my own standard 
of ringing was only average I thought that 
possibly I might be of some help to this com
paratively isolated ringing community.

In July, 1951, I made preliminary inquiries 
regarding Australian ringing by way of Philip 
Cooper, and at the same time set in motion my 
plans for leaving England. These plans were 
not destined to mature until August; 1952, but 
in the meantime I commenced a most interest
ing correspondence with Phil, who is a member 
of the young band a t St. Andrew’s, Walkerville 
(a suburb of Adelaide). Through him I heard 
of the rehanging of St. Andrew’s bells on ball
bearings, the work being carried out mainly by 
the local b an d ; I heard, too, of the first tower- 
bell peal to be rung in South Australia, and 
also of the projected visit to Adelaide and 
Melbourne of a band of Sydney ringers. This 
visit was destined to play a large pa rt in the 
very happy manner in which my visit to Aus
tralia commenced.

THE JOURNEY OUT 
' It was almost a  year between making my 

first plans and actually sailing for Australia. 
On August 6th, 1952, I left Tilbury in the 
Orient liner ‘ Orcades ’ in company with an
other English ringer, Margaret Winter. We two 
had made our plans entirely independently, and 
it was only through Phil Cooper that each knew 
of the other’s existence! We were both pro
ceeding to Sydney, but with this difference: 
Margaret was going straight there, while I was 
leaving the ship at Adelaide to link up with 
the seven Sydney tourists, with whom (thanks 
to Phil) I had made contact. They would be 
arriving in Adelaide on the same day as I, 
having spent the previous week in Melbourne. 
If this were a travel talk and not a ringing 
article, I could tell you much about our month 
on board sh ip ; our visits to Naples and Port 
Said and Colombo on the w ay; the beautiful 
tropical sunsets, the flying fish and porpoises— 
even the trials of sea-sickness, which took its 
toll of both o f us.

There is, however, one happening of the 
voyage which should find its place here; our 
first Sunday on the water, Margaret and I were 
both surprised and delighted to hear the sound 
of ten-bell ringing floating out over the blue 
Mediterranean. It emanated from the lounge, 
and not a few passengers were surprised to see 
us desert our deck-chairs and rush to the door
way, the better to hear and appraise the ring
ing. We found out afterwards, by dint of 
badgering the Purser, that it was a recording 
of Stedman Caters made by St. Margaret’s, 
Westminster, and this was used as a call to 
divine service every Sunday that we were on 
board ship. It certainly kept us in louch with 
the Exercise until such a time as we arrived 
on Australian soil. During our day’s visit to 
Fremantle, we passed St. George’s Cathedral, 
Perth, but could not find out anything about 
the present state of the eight bells which hang 
in its red brick tower, or whether there is any 
ringing there at all.

On Sunday, August 31st, we docked at Ade
laide, and Margaret and I were met outside the 
Customs Shed by Phil Cooper and also Fred 
Staude. A t Fremantle I had received a  letter 
and photograph from Phil, and we had no 
difficulty in recognising one another. Fred 
Staude is captain of St. Andrew’s, Walkerville, 
and he and his charming family had come 
down to the docks to meet me in the car (Port 
Adelaide is 14 miles from the City- of Adelaide 
proper). Their kind action in greeting a visitor 
to  a  strange land in this fashion was my first 
experience of the Australian hospitality which, 
after almost six months, I still find rather over
whelming. Right from the word go I was not 
allowed to feel that I was a stranger, and was 
never treated as such. Margaret and I parted 
company temporarily a t Adelaide docks, mak
ing contact again when I turned up in Sydney 
a week later.

FIRST 720 IN  AUSTRALIA
Well, at three o’clock I first set foot in 

Adelaide; a t six o’clock I was standing in 720 
M inor for service a t St. Andrew’s — having 
booked in a t the hotel and had tea with the 
Staudes in the interval. It had originally been 
intended that we should go for a quarter peal, 
but the Sydney contingent had spent the after
noon up in the hills by which Adelaide is en
circled, and arrived back rather too late for a 
quarter to be attempted. No one would believe 
the thrill which I got out of my first ringing 
in a  strange country. St. Andrew’s has a hand
some tower containing a  ring of six (tenor
13 cwt.). Thanks to much hard work on the 
part of the local band, the ‘ go ’ of these bells 
is above reproach, and when you consider that 
they have to be largely self-reliant (there is 
only one other ringing tower in the whole State 
of South Australia), one has to take off one’s 
hat to the progress made by this young band. 
With few exceptions they are all in their late 
’teens or early twenties, and they ring a wide 
range of Minor and Doubles methods. With a 
little assistance they can tackle Cambridge 
Minor, while several of them have the makings 
of proficient eight-bell ringers, as we were to 
find out later on in the week. Before ringing 
commenced, I was introduced to three of the 
seven Sydney visitors, and over supper a t the 
Staudes’ (after we had attended evensong at 
St. Andrew’s) I met the whole band, the other 
four members of whom had been into town to 
assist the Cathedral ringers.

Do you ever wonder what your fellow-ringers 
in Australia are like? I had often looked at 
their names in ‘ The Ringing World ’ and tried 
to conjure up a likely personality to attach to 
each. But in almost every case I was wrong. 
First of all I met the three representatives of 
St. Jude’s, Randwick; stocky Bill Rowe, their 
tower captain, petite Ruth Donnelly and pretty, 
dark Betty S loan: another captain, this time 
good-humoured Ken Stacey, of St. James’, 
Turram urra. the sole representative of his band. 
I had a  fellow Englishman in young John 
Boutland, but lately arrived in Sydney from 
Chester, and who now rings with All Saints’, 
Parram atta : and finally the two boys from St. 
M ary’s (R.C.) Cathedral. Here again they were 
represented by their captain, Laurie Curran, 
who I thought looked very youthful to  carry 
on his shoulders the responsibility of a Cathe
dral band, and with him quiet John Cummins.
I recollect my initial meeting with, and first 
impressions of. these seven very clearly, for it 
is with them that most of my subsequent ring
ing in Australia has been done.

Over supper that evening I also met the 
majority of the Walkerville band, my recollec
tions of whom are much more hazy, but with 
whom I hope to renew acquaintance before 
leaving Australia. There were Dick Lamphee, 
Ron Nogare, Harvey Bagot and Jon. Eggleton, 
whose father is Rector of St. Andrew’s. This

much I know, I ate much too much and before 
the end of the evening was sound asleep. I 
had good company in the persons of the two 
Sydney lasses, who had travelled all night from 
Ballaarat and rung all day, and by now were 
almost out on their feet. I think that we all 
appreciated our beds that night! This Sunday 
marked the commencement of a delightful week, 
compound of sight-seeing and ringing.

ST. PETER’S CATHEDRAL
On Monday night I had my first ring on the 

grand heavy eight at St. Peter’s Cathedral, with 
its majestic 41 cwt. tenor named ‘ Great Fred.’ 
There is one disadvantage to ringing at St. 
Peter’s, and that is the acoustics. The bells 
would normally be inaudible inside the ringing 
chamber (which is more than one can say for 
them outside the tower!), and this has necessi
tated the setting up of an amplifier in order 
that one may hear one’s bell. On Sunday morn
ing the visitors had rung a quarter peal of 
Grandsire Triples here, and all were agreed 
that it was a highly creditable performance to 
have put on, after a practically sleepless night.

On Monday evening we had hoped to cap 
this with a quarter of Bob M ajor, which, alas, 
wouldn’t go. It rather served us right, as we 
had ‘ cut it fine ’ having dinner, gobbled down 
our meal and rushed up the tower—not an 
auspicious beginning for any quarter. We had 
two more opportunities of ringing at St. Peter’s, 
and on both occasions were joined by the local 
band and the Walkerville boys. The Cathedral’s 
own band ring mainly Doubles, but with our 
combined strength we were able to  try some 
Kent and some successful Stedman Triples. 
After the last visit we were entertained to supper 
by Canon Finnis and his wife in a right royal 
fashion. Return visits were also made to 
Walkerville during the week, but on no occa
sion did we succeed in ringing a  quarter on 
this pretty six.

As far as sight-seeing went, the highlight of 
our week was the day when, in two hired Morris 
Minors, we visited the Barossa Valley (Ade
laide’s wine-producing district) and picnicked 
by the road-side on sausages and potatoes roast 
in their jackets. Many were the criticisms from 
the menfolk on our cooking, but we three girls 
noticed that this in no way affected their appe
tites! Back through the Torrens Gorge, with 
Bill leading Laurie at a smart 40 miles an 
hour round breath-taking bends, in order to 
get him in to town in time for a dinner appoint
ment (unfortunately, he was late, in spite of 
all!). Friday came all too soon, and 6.30 p.m. 
saw us on the first ‘ leg ’ of our journey back 
to Sydney, having been farewelled by half the 
St. Andrew’s band in a spirit of ‘ here’s to the 
next time.’ And what a journey! Two nights 
and a day of it, with changes o f trains at 
Terowie, Broken Hill and Parkes, necessitated 
by changes in ownership and gauge of the 
railways. But for entertaining travelling com
panions it would have been an extremely 
monotonous journey, but ringers are the same 
the whole world over, and there was truly 
‘ never a dull moment ’ in our party.

(To be continued.)

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following donations to help to 
meet the cost of producing ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ :—

Personal.—A. R. 5s.
Peals.—Appleton 2s. 6d.. Sproughton 3s., 

Upton-on-Severn 4s., Grafton Regis 2s. 6d.
Quarter peals.—Tiverton 2s. 6d„ Escrick 

2s. 6d., Southam 2s. 6d.. Upper Clapton 2s., 
Wanstead 4s., Isleworth 2s.. Ruislip 2s. 6d.. 
Silsoe 3s., Kingston 2s.
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RINGERS’ RULES (ANCIENT & MODERN)
(Continued from  page 154)

ST. STEPHEN’S RINGERS OF BRISTOL
All these early societies had their own par

ticular rules or ‘ ordinances,’ and one of the 
oldest of these is that of St. Stephen’s Ringers 
of Bristol, which dates back to the time of 
Queen Elizabeth I., and is in plain unvarnished 
prose (Ellacombe, ‘ Church Bells of Gloucester,’ 
p. 88, App. D), th u s :—

‘ The ordinances underwritten were now 
transcribed from the ordinances dated 1747, 
which were transcribed from the ordinances 
dated 1693, which were transcribed from the 
ordinances dated 1657, and they were transcribed 
from the ordinances dated 1620.

‘ It is agreed and determined that is or shall 
be o f the Company or Society o f Stephen’s 
Ringers shall keep Articles and Decrees that 
are o r shall be specified in this Ordinary con
cerning the good Government and peaceable 
Society of the said Company, and that none 
shall be of the said Society, but that that shall 
be of Honest, Peaceable and good Conversa
tion, and such that shall be at all time and 
times ready to defend whatsoever shall be 
alleged against the said Company, as well in 
regard of any Challenge, as of any other Wrong 
or Injury that shall be offered and done by 
any one of what Estate or Condition soever he 
be, so that we not only able able to stop the 
mouths of those that would or shall exasperate 
themselves against us, but also gain Credit and 
Reputation by our Musical Exercise, that others 
of our Rich Neighbours hearing these loud 
cymbals with their ears may by the sweet 
Harmony thereof be enlarged in their hearts 
to  pull one string to make it more sweet, and 
for these and other like causes we have pro
cured this Ordinary, and do confine and oblidge 
ourselves to  the Articles following:—

Imprimis, for the choosing of every Master 
you shall put three honest men into the Elec
tion. and he that hath most voices to pass on 
his side shall be Master of the Company of 
Ringers for the year ensuing.

2. Item. For the choosing of Wardens you 
shall put four honest men into the Election, 
and those two of the four that shall have most 
voices shall be Wardens of the said Company 
for the year ensuing.

3. Item. You shall have four Quarter days 
every year (that is to say) the first St. Stephen 
the Martyr, the second the Annunciation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the third St. John 
the Baptist, the fourth St. Michael the Arch
angel.

4. Item. Upon every one of the said quarter 
days every one that is a freeman of the said 
Company shall pay to the Master for the time 
being for his quarteridge one penny, and if 
he doth or shall neglect or deny to pay the 
same he shall pay for such offence threepence, 
one penny thereof to the Sexton and the other 
twopence to  the Company.

5. Item. Every Master (for the time being) 
shall give up his Account upon the Seventeenth 
day of November of all quarteridge and Fines 
as he shall receive in his year, and if he shall 
deny or neglect he shall pay for his Offence the 
sum of Twenty Shillings to the Company of 
his own proper money.

6. Item. Every Master shall be chosen on 
Michaelmas Day between five and eight of the 
clock in the morning. If  the Master shall 
neglect to send the Wardens to warn the Com
pany, so that by that means the day be deferred, 
he shall pay for his offence the sum of Six 
Shillings to the Company.

7. Item. There shall be none made free of 
the said Company unless he give the Company 
a Breakfast or pay the Sum of three shillings 
and fourpence in money.

8. Item. If the Master for the time being 
shall send to the Wardens to warn the Company, 
and if they neglect the same, they shall pay 
for their offence fourpencc apiece, one penny 
thereof to the Sexton, and the other threepence 
to  the Company.

9. Item. If the Master, for the time being 
shall neglect or forget to warn the Company 
once within every fourteen days for to ring a 
bisitt sett peale, he shall pay for his offence 
One Shilling, to be divided among the Company.

10. Item. If the Master for the time being 
shall send to the Sexton concerning a Peale 
that shall be rung either at night or in the 
morning or at any other time that the Master 
shall please to ring, if he shall deny or neglect 
to  come at the very hour that the Master doth 
appoint him, he shall pay for his offence two
pence, to be divided among the Company.

11. Item. Everyone that is made free of the 
Company shall pay to the Sexton fourpence for 
his fee.

12. Item. If any one of the said Company 
after the time that he shall come into the 
Church shall Curse or Swear or make any noise 
or disturbance either scoffing or unseemly jest
ing, that the party so offending for his offence, 
threepence to be divided as aforesaid.

13. Item. If any of the said Company after 
the time that he shall come into the Church to 
ring shall be so saucy as to take the rope to 
ring before the Master (for the time being) and 
the eldest of the said Company who have been 
Masters shall be settled where they please to 
ring, the party so offending shall pay for such 
his offence twopence, one penny thereof to the 
Sexton and the other to the Company.

14. Item. If any one of the said Company 
shall miss to strike his Bell at the second sway 
in the rising of a peale. he shall for his offence 
pay one penny to  the Company.

15. Item. If any of the said Company shall 
speak or make any manner of noise when the 
Bells do Ring so that the Ringers o r any of 
them by that means may make a fault, the 
party so offending shall pay for his offence 
threepence, to  be divided among the Company.

16. Item. If any of the said Company shall 
take a  rope out o f a  fellow’s hand when the 
Bells do ring well, and do make a  fault to fly 
off too near he shall pay for his offence one 
penny to the Company.

17. Item. If any of the said Company do or 
shall, after they are come together, quarrel or 
misuse any of the said Company before they do 
depart, the party so offending shall pay for his 
offence sixpence, to the use of the said Com
pany.

18. Item. I t  is agreed that every one that 
shall be chosen Master of the said Company, 
shall spend of his own proper money the sum 
of Two Shillings towards a Breakfast, and the 
rest of the Company to pay the rest o f the 
Reckoning.

19. Item. It is agreed that the persons that 
shall be chosen Wardens shall give unto the 
Master for the time being a  pint of Wine 
apiece.

20. Item. If any one of the said Company 
shall be chosen Master, and he shall refuse the 
same contrary to  our Ordinary, he shall pay 
unto the Company three shillings and fourpence.

21. Item. If any one of the said Company 
shall be chosen Warden, and shall refuse the 
same, he shall pay unto the Company One 
Shilling and Sixpence.

22. Item. If any one of the said Company 
shall be so rude as to run into the Belfry before 
he do kneel down and pray as every Christian 
ought to do, he shall pay for his first offence 
Sixpence, and for the second he shall be cast 
out of the Company.

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

The Third Session of the 21st Council 
(56th Annual Meeting) will be held at 
Bournemouth on Whitsun Tuesday, May 
26th, 1953.

In accordance with Rule 13, notices of 
motion, signed by two members of the 
Council, must be received by the Secre
tary not later than six weeks prior to 
the meeting.

Due to the retirement of Mr. W. H. J. 
Hooton, nominations for the office of 
Librarian, signed by two members of the 
Council, are required under Rule 9 to 
be in the hands of the Secretary two 
calendar months before the meeting, i.e., 
NOT LATER THAN MARCH 26th.

E. A. BARNETT,
26, Iron Mill Lane, 

Crayford, Kent.

23. Item. If any one of the said Company 
shall deny to any fine or fines that shall be 
imposed upon him by the Master or the Com
pany and shall peremptorily tand or contend 
in the same he shall, for his offence, pay the 
sum of two shillings, or else be utterly excluded 
forever without Bail or Mainprize.

24. Item. It is agreed that yearly there shall 
be a peal rung upon the Eighth day of October 
in remembrance of Mr. William Eyton deceased, 
who gave a Legacy of Four Pounds unto the 
Company, and if any shall refuse to assist to 
ring the same peale, warning being given by 
the Master, he shall pay fourpence, and if the 
Master and Wardens (for the time being) shall 
fail to give warning they shall for their neglect 
pay One Shilling to the said Company (who 
deceased in the year 1656).

25. Item. It is agreed that yearly there shall 
be a peal rung upon the Three and Twentieth 
day of November, in remembrance of Mr. 
George Witherby. deceased, who gave Legacy 
of Five Pounds unto the Company, and if any 
refuse to assist in ringing the same peal warn
ing being given by the Master he shall pay 
fourpence, and if the Master and Wardens (for 
the time being) shall neglect to  give such warn
ing, they shall for their neglect forfeit and pay 
One Shilling apiece to the said Company.

26. Item. It is agreed that yearly there shall 
be a peal rung upon the four and twentieth day 
of October, in remembrance of Mr. William 
Nicholls, deceased (being the day of his death), 
who gave a  Legacy of Five Pounds unto the 
said Company, and if any shall refuse to  assist 
in ringing the same peal warning being given 
by the Master (for the time being) he shall pay 
fourpence, and if the Master and Wardens for 
the time being shall neglect to give such warn
ing, they shall for their neglect forfeit and pay 
One Shilling apiece to the said Company.

27. and likewise, for Mr. Isaac Elton, de
ceased, who left Five Pounds on the twenty- 
second day of November, under the like penalty.

28. and likewise, for Mr. Samuel Wyatt, de
ceased, who left Five Pounds on the Eighth day 
of June, under the like penalty.

29. and likewise, for Mr. George Escott, who 
has given Five Pounds on the twenty fifth day 
of April yearly, under the like penalty.

30. and likewise, for Mr. John Maddick, who 
has given Four Pounds on the twenty fifth day 
of February yearly under the like penalty.

31. and likewise, for Mr. Benjamin Bickley,
who has given ------ pounds on the seventeenth
day of November yearly, under the like penalty.

32. and likewise, for Mr. Alderman Richard 
Robinson, who has given Five pounds on the 
seventeenth day of November yearly, under the 
like penalty.

(To be continued)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
TEACHING A SPECIALISED BRANCH OF 

THE EXERCISE
Dear Sir,—Introducing young people to the 

belfry, teaching and retaining their interest in 
ringing is as specialised a branch of the Exer
cise as is the conducting or composing of a 
peal. To be successful one must needs know 
not only the rules, but have in addition a dis
cipline and kindly understanding of human 
nature as applicable to the youth of to-day, a 
quality—apart from the discipline— which 
leading ringers and conductors would appear 
never to have possessed, or long since lost. 
Accidents must at all costs be avoided yet pro
gress must be rapid and a friendly community 
spirit fostered within the band.

To attempt even to outline a course followed 
not entirely without success in a letter or even 
a short article could only be compared with 
your dismissal in a short sentence or two of the 
movement for direct spelling or free activity 
in schools. It just cannot be done so briefly, 
and should if it be done at all, carry consider
able authority.

With the. coming of the bicycle and the 
petrol engine, and an age when attendance at an 
evening institute or collegc and the passing of 
examinations in every walk of life is necessary, 
the old order changeth, and whether we like it 
or not, we must give place to new or suffer our 
bells to hang silent.

The problem reaches beyond the ‘ lesser 
brethren.' if I may borrow that excellent phrase, 
to the Church itself, which stands all too empty 
Sunday after Sunday.—Yours, etc..

Woolton. Liverpool.
E. L. HUMPHRISS.

BELLS ON THE TELEPHONE
Dear Sir,—St. Andrew's, Norwich, tower is 

so close to the Norwich telephone exchange 
that I imagine its rather lame Cambridge Quar
ter chimes should be audible during trunk calls, 
etc. If this sort of thing is of such interest to 
New York, ' The Daily Express,’ etc.. it would 
evidently be a national asset to get our ten re
hung as soon as possible. If 2,000 readers 
send me £1 each we will soon do the job, giv
ing previous notice to ‘ The Ringing World.’ 
and anyone who wants to hear Double Nor
wich in its home city, or London in the tower 
where ‘ this insurmountable task was accom
plished ’ (the first peal of London), can simply 
put a trunk call through, have a talk, reverse 
tht charges provided you don't ring Norwich 
20158 or 20159 which are exempt from the 
scheme) and go to bed satisfied.—Yours faith
fully.

GILBERT THURLOW.
3. Colegate. Norwich.

(Some time after Easter—67, The Close.
Norwich.)

THOMAS POWER, GENT.
I am anxious to trace some more information 

about Thomas Power, gent., who made the old 
clock for Buckden Church, Hunts, in 1681. Bell 
ringers cannot help being interested in the 
clocks which they see in the towers where they 
ring, and perhaps another clock made by him 
may be discovered. Bailiie, in his list of 35,000 
clockmakers. does not include this one. I 
should be most grateful if you will include this 
request in your correspondence.—Yours sin
cerely,

A. J. NIXSEAMAN (Rev.).
Northill Rectory.

Biggleswade.

W IL TO N . W IL TS.—On Feb. 16th. 1.260 Grandsirc 
Doubles : E. Haines 1, R . H aines (aged 8) 2. C. Haines 
3. A. Trhnby 4. A. H aines (cond.) 5. J . Drew 6. First 
quarter fo r 1 and 2.

THE STORY OF AN AUSTRALIAN TOWER
Dear Sir,—As publicity officer for the St. 

Clement’s, Yass, Change Ringers' Association. 
I feel it my duty to inform you that Yass is a 
town with a population of between 3,000 and 
4,000, about 183 miles south-west of Sydney on 
the main Sydney-Melbourne (Hume) highway. 
We are a small band of five ringers with little 
experience, plus four learners coming up.

O ur main stumbling block is lack of an ex
perienced ringer in the town to assist us. How
ever, we are very much indebted to the Sydney 
ringers for their voluntary services, who. in 
1948, set about getting the bells ringing after 
almost 40 years of silence, and then for making 
many trips to Yass at their own expense, to 
give us some tuition. As a result of this we 
are rather proud of the fact that with the as
sistance at various times of Sydney ringers, 
four of our members have recorded a peal each 
with one having rung his second in a Sydney 
tower. To this is also added as many as 23 
quarters to one of these members. Of course 
these figures are very small when one reads in 
‘ The Ringing World ’ of ringers recording their 
400th peal.

I might add, too, that a sixth member who 
had rung a peal in a Sydney tower was moved 
to another town miles away thus breaking up a 
team of six who could practise together and 
show progress.

1 would like to mention at this stage that 
whenever English ringers visit this country they 
will always be welcome at Yass. and should 
contact myself or our tower captain, Mr. R. 
H. Burden, at Church Street, Yass.

When our bells were set ringing again in 
1948 they were a ring of five only, but due to 
the efforts of a willing group of ladies, suffi
cient money was raised to install a new treble, 
making a ring of six, which was opened in 
April, 1951. The original five were cast in 
1869 by Thomas Blews and Son, and the new 
treble was cast by John Taylor. Loughborough. 
The first installation was carried out in 1870. 
The new treble is 3 cwt. and the tenor 6 i  cwt. 
with a total of 26} cwt. An inscription on the 
tenor is ‘ I sing the Lord’s song in a strange 
land.’ and on an occasion when checking for 
loose nuts in the framework I made r  rather 
interesting discovery, that the word ‘ strange ’ 
had been misspelt ‘ strnge ’ Omitting the 
letter A.

Another item of interest is that the original 
five cost £213, and the new treble, including in
stallation. cost £272 6s. 8d., but the amount of 
£49 11s. 7d. for duty was refunded and is to 
be used to place the original five on ball
bearings.—Yours faithfully,

HAROLD L. CURLL.
Yass, N.S.W.

REASONS W ANTED
Dear Sir,—I thanfl Mr. Felstead for his cour

teous reply. That it is inadequate is no doubt 
realised by Mr. Felstead himself—hence his 
offer to give reasons * later on.’

May I suggest that this be done a t the ear
liest possible moment so that Societies affiliated 
to the Central Council may have the oppor
tunity of discussing them before the next Central 
Council meeting.

To the bulk of ringers the references made 
by Mr. Felstead are inaccessible and, in ad
dition. a generation of ringers has risen since 
that time who prefer, perhaps, to form their 
own opinions.

It will be found then, I think, that in the 
pure light of logical reasoning, the ostracism 
of so-called irregular lead ends in Doubles and 
Minor has little or nothing to support it.— 
Yours faithfully,

H. CHANT.
Ryhill. Wakefield.

FORTY YEARS AGO
Extract from ‘ The Ringing Worid.’

March 21st, 1913 
A UNIQUE RECORD 

Mr. George N . Price, of Watford, has just 
completed a unique performance by calling a 
different peal of Stedman Triples, Caters and 
Cinques from each pair of handbells. Mr. 
Price is the first to accomplish this feat, and in 
addition he has conducted Carter’s Odd-Bob 
peal of Triples from each pair. The composi
tions o f  Stedman Triples called from 1-2 an<£ 
5-6 had not been previously rung on hand
bells . . . .

Appended is the list of peal and the dates of 
perform ance:—

STEDMAN TRIPLES 
1-2 Thurstans’ 5-part Sept. 6, 1905
3-4 Thurstans’ 1-part Jan. 16, 1908
5-6 J .-J . Parker's 1-part Jan. 23. 1908 
7-8 Carter's Odd-Bob 1-part Aug. 28, 1906 

STEDMAN CATERS
F. Dench M ar. 23, 1905
G. Lindoff May 26, 1907 
C. H. Hattersley Sept. 5, 1908 
N . J. Pitstow June 1, 1907' 
C. H. Hattersley M ar. 20, 1912

STEDMAN CINQUES- 
C. H. Hattersley Jan. 1. 1913 
J. Carter 
C. H. Hattersley 
J. Carter 
J. Carter 
J. Carter

1-2
3-4
5-6
7-8
9-10

1-2
3-4
5-6
7-8
9-10

11-12

5002
5555
6591
5009
5000

5019
5014
5002
5021
5555
5027

June 19, 1912 
May 8, 1912 
Jan. 29, J913 
Mar. 9, 1912 
Feb. 26. 1913

JU D G IN G  STRIKING COMPETITIONS
Dear Sir,—Sometimes your paper seems to 

draw our fraternity into a desire for everybody 
as o n e ; sometimes it seems to put this class 
and that class of our fraternity as far apart as 
possible. It may be for the good of us all, and 
I sincerely hope so.

Here arc my views and I do not wish to 
offend anyone of any section (if I may put it so). 
I have rung both open leads and ‘ Cartwheel * 
and listened to open leads and judged ‘ C art
wheel, To the Cartwheel,’ thanks for the 
memory. I hereby state a very logical con
clusion from ‘ The Irish Bell News ’ of the re
sults. or not disputed. Dear Fraternity, what 
else do your bishops, vicars, parishioners, or 
yourselves, in fact, want—only results of har
mony—for I as a ringer, have always felt that 
my service to  the bells was as great as that of 
any parson to  his service o r sermon.

To myself, in listening to the open leads, I 
have only to think of two bats, which gives 
me my conclusions, and that is 5th of 6, 7th 
of 8, 9th of 10 or 11th of 12. leading at hand- 
stroke from their respective tenors.

To all junior ringers, my one sound, solid ad
vice is : Whether you be on .1, 2 or 3 of 6, 8. 10 
or 12, hold your bell up on the back stroke and 
I ’m  sure your tenors will appreciate it.

Thanks to  ‘ The Irish Bell N ew s’ and your 
paper, and best wishes to  all the ringers of 
tower bells.—Yours fraternally,

JOSEPH BURGESS.
Friezland.

A VARIATION OF ALL SAINTS’ DOUBLES
Dear Sir.—A variation of All Saints' Doubles 

was rung at Cheriton, Kent, on March 4th this 
year and if it has not already been rung we 
would like to name it * Newington.’ The dif
ference from All Saints’ lies in the call, which 
is in effect the exact equivalent o f a plain lead 
of Plain Bob Doubles. The ringers w ere: Miss 
R . P. Longhurst 1. M. J. M artin 2, J. E. Chit
tenden 3, C. A. W ratten 4, F . C . W. Knight 5, 
J  Soles 6, conducted by yours sincerely,

CYRIL A- WRATTEN.
Saltwood, Hythe.
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THE BELLS OF WALTON-ON-THAMES
The square is a patchwork of brick and stone, 

unlike any other tower in Surrey. When the 
Royal Inventory was taken in 1552 it recorded:
4 iiij belles in the steple,’ but the oldest bell 
now in the tower is dated 1606. The dates and 
founders of the present bells a re :—

Treble.—Warner, 1883.
2nd.—Warner, 1883.
3rd.—A. Rudhall, 1726.
4th.—Joseph Carter. 1608.
5th.—R. Eldridge 1606.
6th.— 15th century. Recast 1883.
7th.—W. Carter. 1610.
Tenor.—B. Eldridge, 1651.

The 3rd came from Gloucester, and it is quite 
exceptional to  record a Rudhall bell in Surrey, 
but seeing it was a gift from the High Sheriff 
o f the County, other considerations may have 
induced him to select the Gloucester foundry.

The 4th is the only Joseph Carter bell now 
left in Surrey. Undoubtedly Walton, like many 
other places, sought to increase the number of 
bells when it was found that spoilation days 
had gone, and this bell was one of those ac
quired when there was a boom in bell founding.

The 5th came from Wokingham and was cast 
by the second member of the Eldridge founders 
prior to  the removal of the business to Chertsey.

Much has been written regarding the 6th, but 
the writer was recently surprised to read in an 
up-to-date booklet on Walton that this is a 
!14th century bell, crackcd and no longer used. 
Needless to say. the writer hastened to give 
correct information for future editions. Al
though recast in 1883, the previous te l l  was 15th 
century, with ‘ In Multis Annis Resonet Cam- 
pani Johannis ’ (May the bell of St. John re
sound for many years) as its inscription. It 
bore the initial cross and the capitals were 
crowned. The stamps were once the property 
o f Stephen Norton of Kent, and they passed 
from him to some London founder in the 15th 
century. The approximate date would be about 
the middle of the 15th century.

The 7th is another Carter bell, this time Wil
liam Carter, who took over the Whitechapel 
foundry in 1609. This must be one of his ear
liest bells. He adopted the practice of marking

By ringing a peal of Stedman Triples at St. 
Mary-le-Tower Church, Ipswich, on March 7th, 
M r. George E. Symonds completed 400 peals, 
o f  which he has conducted 242.

These peals include 14 different Maximus 
methods, all odd numbers of Stedman Cinques 
from  5,001 to 5,021; as conductor, called Plain 
Bob on 5. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 bells, also 
and tower- and handbells from Major to Maxi
mus in Plain. Kent and Oxford Treble Bob and 
Grandsire Triples. Caters and Cinques. Con
ducted peals on all numbers up to and including 
5,184 in the following M ajor m ethods: Plain 
Bob, Double Norwich, Kent, Oxford Treble 
Bob and Cambridge Surprise.

Mr. Symonds’ first peal was Kent Treble 
Bob Royal on February 13th. 1897, at St. Giles’, 
Camberwell. S.E. He also took part in Holt’s 
Original, siient, June 4th 1898, at St. John’s, 
W aterloo Road. London, S.E.

His list is appended:—
Maximus.—Cambridge 28 (conducted 10), 

Superlative 15 (5), New Cambridge 5 (2), York
shire 4 (2). Pudsey 4 (2). Rochester 4 (1), York
2 (1). Double Norwich 3 (1). Kent Treble Bob
8 (5), Oxford Treble Bob 4 (3). Duffield 2 (1), 
Forward 2 (2), Little Albion 1 (1), Little Bob 
1 (1), Plain Bob 2 (1).

Cinques.—Stedman 30 (18), Grandsire 3 (3), 
Plain Bob 1 (1).

his bells with the founder’s initials enclosed in 
a shield.

The tenor, by B. Eldridge in 1651, is the bell 
which the townsfolk hear every day. its mellow 
note indicating the hour. For many years 
Walton tenor, like many others throughout the 
country, grew in weight, due to the fact that 
old bells hardly had exact weights taken or re
corded. The weight of this bell went up to 
28 cwt.. and a few months ago an elderly 
gentleman insisted to the writer that its correct 
weight was always 29 cwt.! Although the bells 
were rehung in recent years no exact weights 
were taken, but, seeing the tenor measures 49 | 
inches in diameter, its probable weight would 
be about 21J cwt.

W ILLIAM SHEPHERD

THE REV. F. E. ROBINSON AND 
M ORPETH

Dear Sir,—I was interested in the front page 
article of ‘ The Ringing World ’ of February 
27th. in which the name of the Rev. F. E. 
Robinson was mentioned. Many years ago 
there was a newspaper cutting hanging up in 
our belfry concerning h im : my father always 
called him ‘ The Ringing Bishop.’

I remember my father’s grief when a member 
of the Durham and Newcastle Association came 
to our belfry to give advice to a new band and 
was asked if he ever knew of the Rev. F . E. 
Robinson, who rang a peal in Morpeth belfry in 
1906, and said he had never heard of him.

It was also a pleasure for me to read about 
Bill Barbier, whom I met at Durham in .1945. I 
am sorry to  say I have never seen so much 
smoking in a belfry before. I was brought up 
among non-smokers and I feel it very much 
when I see ladies smoke. I think our new 
ringers might have got on much quicker had 
they left smoking out. However. I was very 
pleased to hear mention of the Ringing Bishop 
and would like to get a photograph of him to 
replace the newspaper cutting. Can any reader 
help me?—Yours sincerely.

JENN IE ARMSTRONG.
Morpeth, Northumberland.

Royal.—Cambridge 9 (3), New Cambridge 
1 (1), Rochester 1 (1), Yorkshire 1. Double N or
wich 4 (2). Kent Treble Bob 4 (2), Oxford 
Treble Bob 4 (3). Little Bob 1, Plain Bob 2 (1).

Caters.—Stedman .11 (6), Grandsire 4 (4), 
Plain Bob 2 (2).

M ajor.—Superlative 14 (2), Cambridge 13 
(8), New Cambridge 2 (1), London 3, Yorkshire
1, Pudsey 1, Lincolnshire 1, Bristol 1. Double 
Norwich 31 (23), Kent Treble Bob 24 (17). 
Oxford Treble Bob 15 (11), Spliced Kent and 
Oxford 1, Plain Bob 26 (23).

Triples.—Grandsire 26 (22), Stedman 21 (9), 
Plain Bob 1 (1).

M inor— 18 (12).
Doubles.— .1 (1).

'  ON HANDBELLS
Maximus.—Kent Treble Bob 2 (2), Oxford 

Treble Bob 2 (2), Plain Bob .1 (1).
Cinques.—Grandsire 1 (1).
Royal.—Kent Treble Bob 4 (3), Oxford 

Treble Bob 1 (1). Plain Bob 1 (1).
Caters.—Grandsire 4 (4), Stedman 2 (2).
Major.—Kent Treble Bob 2 (1), Oxford 

Treble Bob 1 (1), Plain Bob 11 (6).
Triples.—Grandsire 5 (2).
T otals—Tower bells 363 (215). handbells 37 

(27); 400 (242).

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSN. 
Mr. J. G. W. Harwood Retires

Mr. J. G. W. Harwood, who for the past 21 
years has been secretary of the East Norfolk 
Branch, tendered his resignation at the annual 
meeting of the Branch held at Gorleston-on- 
Sea on February 24th. The meeting was at
tended by 34 members. Ringing started at
2.45 p.m. and the service was conducted by 
the Vicar (the Rev. E. L. Corbell). The service 
was attended by the president (the Rev. A. St. 
J. Heard) and the general secretary of the As
sociation (the Rev A. G. G. Thurlow). The 
lessons were read by Mr. Nolan Golden (As
sociation’s Ringing Master).

Following tea at the Queen's Cafe, the busi
ness meeting was held, presided over by Mr. 
E. R. Goate (Branch chairman). Kenneth 
James Dixon, of Lowestoft, was elected a ring
ing member and the ratification took place of 
belfry elections of Miss B. M. Harriss (Merton, 
Surrey) and Miss A. Clark (Hampton, Middle
sex).

The following officers were elected:—Chair
man. Mr. E. R. G oate, secretary. Mr. P. G. 
W. N ewstead; Branch Ringing Master, Mr.
H. W. Barratt; Branch committee, Messrs. G. 
Bussey, D. W. Green, P. Kindred. G. Walpole 
and J. H arw ood; representatives on General 
Standing Committee, Mrs. G. W. Fletcher and 
Mr. J. G. W. Harwood.

W interton was proposed for the next meet
ing on May 2nd.

Mr. G. W. Fletcher proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mr. J. G. W. Harwood, who has been Branch 
secretary for 21 years, and has now stated his 
wish to resign. Mr. Harwood, replying, said 
he wished to thank all the members of the As
sociation who had so kindly given their sup
port and help to him during his term of office 
and he hoped still to attend the meetings as 
usual.

Mr. E. R. Goate. Branch chairman, thanked 
the Vicar for the service and the use of the 
bells. Ringing was resumed till 8.45; various 
methods and rounds were rung to suit all 
present.

SWANSEA AND BRECON GUILD 
Southern District at Aberavon

The wedding which preceded the quarterly 
meeting at St. Mary’s Church, Aberavon, on 
March 7th had a good send-off when ringers 
attending the meeting set the bells ringing to 
various methods until 4.30 p.m., tea time.

About 35 members were present and renre
sented Porthcawl, Aberavon. Maesteg, Baglan, 
Neath. Cadoxton. Dyffryn. Cefn Coed, Sketty 
and Porthkerry. The customary service was 
cancelled for various reasons.

Tea was provided by the Baglan ringers and 
friends and really it was an excellent tea. Thanks 
were accorded to  those concerned by the Dis
trict secretary.

The business meeting which followed was 
opened with prayers said by the Rev. E. G. Bur- 
goyne, who also presided. The secretary pre
sented the statement of accounts, which still 
shows a satisfactory balance. It was agreed to 
hold the next meeting at Neath in September. 
A discussion on the annual outine ended with 
every seat in the bus being booked.

Members stood in silence in sympathy with 
Mr. Trevor Roderick on the loss of his mother, 
and also with M r. A. J. Pitman on the loss of 
his beloved wife.

A vote of thanks was accorded the Arch
deacon fo r the use of the bells, and the Rev. 
E. G. Burgoyne, who presided at the meeting. 
In reply, the latter stated that ringers 
were always welcome a t St. Mary’s, Aberavon.

An enjoyable day’s ringing ended after fur
ther ringing at the tower at 8.15 p.m.. when 
the bells were lowered in peal. J. A. H.

MR. GEORGE E. SYMONDS’ FOUR HUNDRED PEALS



THE LADIES’ GUILD 
‘ Purest of All Pleasures’

1 Ringing is, perhaps, the purest of all pleasures,’ 
said the Provost of Guildford, the Very Rev. 
Walter Boulton, when he addressed a gathering 
of some 40 ringers and friends at St, Mary’s 
Church, Guildford.

The occasion was a meeting of the Southern 
District of the Ladies’ Guild held there on 
March 7th. and it was indeed pleasant to see 
such a large number of happy people pursuing 
their innocent pleasure with all that glad- 
hearted tolerance and charity which is the hall
mark of the Exercise.

As often happens in a mainly feminine gather
ing, the desire for self-effacement so general 
among the ladies—coupled with a certain weak
ness of the vocal chords—made it desirable that 
the reins of office should be taken over by a 
gentleman, and the District secretary sensibly 
entrusted the afternoon’s ringing to the tower 
steeple-keeper, Mr. W. J.-Robinson, a Cathedral 
ringer of long standing.

The bells attracted several visitors to the 
church. Outside, the usual sightseers collected 
in the hope of seeing a b ride ; inside, the visitors 
ranged from three small, untidy female urchins 
in dirty headscarves and shabby slacks to the 
very smart and attractive young Canadian girl 
on a visit to the town. She was very interested 
to hear about the existence of the Ladies’ Guild 
of Ringers and, had the service not been im
minent, would have liked to visit the belfry. 
But she intended to write it all down in her 
diary, she said, and asked that her good wishes 
might be extended to the meeting.

At the business meeting which followed tea 
(and from which, as usual, the gentlemen were 
excluded) Miss Colgate, the Guild’s general 
secretary, took the chair. Miss Bailey, the 
Central District secretary, was also welcomed, 
and joined in the humorous and spirited dis
cussion regarding the District’s finances and 
the secretary’s little game of noughts and 
crosses.

Mrs. Lathbury. a well-known member of the 
Guild prooosed a vote of thanks to the Pro
vost for taking the service and for the use of 
the bells, and also to Mr. Bond, who was kind 
enough to act as organist, and the meeting 
dosed leaving a queue of members waiting to 
Pay subscriptions

Ringing continued in the evening at S. 
Nicolas’, the ten-bell home tower of the Dis
trict’s vice-president. Mrs. L. Hazelden, who 
>s, of course, a founder member of the Ladies’ 
Guild. W. A. O.
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m e m o r ia l  p l a q u e  t o  c r e w e  
TOWERKEEPER

A memorial plaque to Mr. James William 
Edge, who for nearly a quarter of a century 
Was towerkeeper at Christ Church, Crewe, was 
dedicated on February 24th by the Rev. Francis 
W. Gentry and hung in the ringing chamber 
by Mrs. Edge.

The plaque, executed by Miss Marie West- 
Well, a member of the choir, records a peal of 
Grandsire Caters, conducted by Mr. George 
A. Packer last August in memory of Mr. Edge, 
Who died in July, after he had been working in 
the bell chamber 

Tribute was paid to the services of Mr. Edge 
by the Rev. F . W. Gentry, who spoke of his 
COn^ri^ntio'1̂  wor*f 

Besides the widow, other members of the 
family at the ceremony w ere:—M r. and Mrs. 
Harry Edge (son and daughter-in-law), M r. and 
Mrs. I ea Mr. and Mrs. Palin. Mrs. Herbert 
Edge (sons-in-law and daughters) and Barbara 
and B^rry Lea (p^ndchiM ren) Frie"^;' nresent 
were Mr. and Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Culley and 
Allan Culley. Representing the church were 
Messrs. H. iBooth and H. Haselden (wardens), 
Mr. R. Owen (secretary, Church Council) and 
Mrs. R. D. Langford. M r. J. Brough (Nant- 
wich). who took part in the ringing, was also 
Present.
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NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION 
Coronation Day Ringing

The North Staffordshire Association visited 
Wolstanton St. Margaret’s on March 7th to hold 
their monthly meeting. Ringers from the fol
lowing towers attended:—Alsager Bucknall, 
Newcastle, Biddulph, Stone, Leek, Lawton, 
Hanley, Stoke, Kingsley and Wolverhampton.

Ringing commenced at 2.30 p.m. and was 
followed by a short service held in the church 
at 5 p.m. conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. 
Sydney Snell, who gave an interesting address 
on the history of bells. Ringers should 
appreciate, when ringing the bells, he said, that 
their message calling people to worship at the 
church went out not only to those who usually 
attended church, but also to those who did not 
heed the call. Bells had been used during the 
ages for various reasons and one of the most 
important of these was the ringing of the cur
few for the closing of business premises, the 
ringing of bells for such joyous occasions as 
marriages, of victories of our armies and 
navies and solemn ringing for the dying.

An excellent tea was served in the school 
rooms, the Vicar presiding, supported by the 
chairman, Mr. R. S. Anderson, and the captain 
of the Wolstanton tower Mr. W. H . Fitch- 
ford, the tea being provided by the ringers of 
W olstanton and their wives.

Ringing of rounds for the not-so-good and 
standard and other advanced methods for the 
more advanced ringers of the Association con
tinued during the evening until 9.30.

A  committee meeting was held and the ques
tion of ringing simultaneously all the bells in 
North Staffordshire on the day of the Corona
tion was considered It was decided that all 
towers in the Association should ring their bells 
from  9 a.m. to 10 a.m. and from 6 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Should individual towers wish to ring the 
bells at any other time, this would not affect the 
simultaneous ringing arrangements. D . R. W.

UNIQUE PERFORMANCE IN 1809
When the Jubilee of King George III. was 

celebrated on October 25th. 1809, one of the 
attractions at Rugby was a unique performance 
on the church bells by a  * Professor of Cam
panology.’ I t  was cried around the town that 
in the course of the day tunes would be rung 
on the church bells and royal salutes given in 
honour of the King, the whole to be performed 
by one person. >

An eye witness records the proceedings by 
saying th a t :—‘ The professor was a strong- 
built man, and in the belfry of Rugby Parish 
Church, after taking a central point of the very 
solid floor, he described with, chalk a circle 
round it. With the help of an assistant each 
bell rope was drawn just short of actual sound
ing, and each was secured on the chalk circular 
line by strong staples driven into the floor. 
The soloist sat down in the centre of the 
circular arrangement of ropes, and with a sur
prising command of head, shoulders, wrists, 
hands, back, knees and feet, the professor 
played on the strong ropes the popular tunes 
of the day. After playing * God Save the King,’ 
he gave the royal salute by sweeping the ropes 
with a continuous rolling of himself round his 
central pivot on the floor. Needless to say 
he received plenty of applause for his unique 
performance.’ W. S.

R A D L EY . BERK S.—On M ar. 1st, 1.320 Plain Bob 
D oubles : Miss M. R . Cross 1, O. W ebb (first quarter 
on  working bell) 2, Miss J . Eason 3, D . G allop 4, 
Inst. Comdr. R . G . Cross (cond.) 5, Rev. J. V. 
Pixell 6.

R O U G H  AM, SU FFO LK .—O n Feb. 23rd 1,260 Plain 
Bob M ino r: R . L . N ice 1, R . Rose 2. J . Stannard 3, 
L . N ice 4. W . Stannard (cond.) 5, J . Banks 6. First 
in the m ethod fo r 1. 2 and 4.

TH O RLEY , H ERTS.—On Feb. 22nd. 1.260 G rand
sire Doubles : P. W arboys (cond.) 1. Miss B. W arboys
2. Miss B. Perry 3. C . W arboys 4, T. Cam p 5, J . Fore
m an 6. A  birthday com plim ent to  I . Forem an.

COMPOSITIONS
5,021 GRANDSIRE CATERS 

By JAMES TOPP

189

23456789 1 2 3 4

25493876 —
32594 — — S
53294 — — —
25394 — — —■
42593 — — s
34295
64235978 — S

s

43265879 s — _
54362 — — s
25463 — — s

52463978 — — —
45263 — — —
34562 — — s

43562879 __ — —
24365 — — s
32465 — — —

23465978 __ — —
52364 — — s
35264 — — —

53264879 __ — —
45362 — — s
24563 — — s

42563978 __ — —
54263 — — —
35462 — — s

53462879 __ __ —
25364 — — s
32564 — — —

23564978 — — —
42365 — — S 
34265 — — —

Repeat last 24 courses calling 1st course:— 
S2. 3. 4. S5, S6. 7. 8.

First rung at Wrington on October 18th, 1952. 
Conducted by J. T. Dyke.

5,120 LITTLE BOB MAJOR
By W ILLIAM BUTLER 

23456 In W M  5ths H

43625 S —
36425 — —

23465 —
62435 —
24635 — —
46235 — —

34265 —
63245 —
32645 — —
26345 — —

42365 __
64325 —

24365 s
43265 — —
32465 — —

46325 __ —
34625 —
63425 —

26435 __
64235 — —

36245 __
62345 — —
23645 — —

42635 —
Four times repeated.

Contains the 120 course ends. Rung at War
field February 14th, 1953.
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O B I T U A R Y
MR. WILLIAM FORI)

The death occurred at his home, Sherborne, 
Victoria Road, Mortimer, Berks, on March 8th, 
o f  Mr. William Ford, for upwards of 50 years a 
regular Sunday service ringer at St. Mary’s ar>d 
St. John’s towers, Mortimer. Mr. Ford’s peal 
record was not a large one but he was a keen 
member of the Oxford and Winchester Diocesan 
Guilds.

The funeral took place at St. M ary's Church. 
Mortimer, on March 11th. The service was 
fully choral, Master Ian Taylor, age 13, the 
youngest member-of the Mortimer band, being 
the organist. Psalm 150 (the ringers’ psalm) 
was sung, also the hymns ‘ Let saints on earth 
in concert sing ’ and ‘ Ten thousand times ten 
thousand*’ The Vicar, the Rev. T. P. Rumsey, 
officiated.

In the evening 1,260 Grandsire Doubles was 
rung half-muffled at St. John's Church by I. 
Taylor (first quarter) 1, A. Ham 2, P. Lampert 
(first inside) 3, D. Neville 4. C. Ostler (con
ductor) 5, J. Neville (first quarter) 6.

MR. SIDNEY T. RACKHAM 
An Appreciation

I was sorry to read of the death of Mr. 
Sidney T . Rackham, of Llanelly, Breconshire. 
It was at this tower, when he was captain, that
I  was taught to ring with a very capable Minor 
band who always strived for good striking. At 
that time M r. Rackham used a motor-cycle 
combination to visit meetings and attend other 
practices in the locality. Whenever it was 
possible I was taken along to these meetings, 
which enabled me to  gain valuable experience 
on many different rings of bells.

With his son, Alfred, now of Tamworth. we 
had many interesting and enjoyable outings. 
H ad Mr. Rackham been fortunate enough to 
have lived in a city where there was an ac
complished Sunday service band he would have 
mastered the higher methods rapidly.

After he retired I always visited him when 
in that locality and he was very interested in 
hearing about my peal-ringing activities and 
the ringers taking part in them.

It was very nice to read that handbells and 
tower bells were rung at his funeral and that my 
fellow-leamers. Tom and Bob Stephens, of 
Ebbw Vale took part in the ringing. It will 
be difficult to find a successor of his ability in 
that area and his services will be badly missed.

W ILFRED WILLIAMS.
London.

MR. JAMES DENNER
By the death of James Denner, of Walkden, 

‘Lancs, at the age of 78 years, a chapter is 
closed at St. Paul’s Church. For many years 
two families were the mainstay of ringing and 
other church work at that church. They were 
the four Potters and three Denners, and along 
with the late John Welsby, were very regular 
service ringers and rang peals up to Surprise 
methods. They rang the first peal of Darlaston 
Triples and Duffield M ajor for the Association.

Miss Annie Potter is following her father, 
so is Ben Welsby, as service ringers at this 
church.

On Tuesday. March 10th, James Denner was 
laid to rest in St. Paul’s Churchyard. The 
bearers were ringers and a course of Grandsire 
Triples was rung over the grave on handbells 
by Percy H. Derbyshire 1-2, Peter Crook, jun., 
3-4. Edward B. Webster 5-6, Peter Crook, sen., 
7-8

There was a large gathering of ringers, at
tending from Bolton, Worsley. Farnworth, 
and Cheshire, with the vice-president, Arthur 
Tomlinson, from Blackburn.

Following the interment a peal of Grandsire 
T riples was rung with the bells fully muffled.

MR. GEORGE DAWSON 
An Appreciation

By the passing of M r. George Dawson of 
Leytonstone, a t the age of 79, on February 
26th. the Essex Association loses one of its 
oldest and respected members. The end was 
not unexpected as he had been in failing health 
for some months, but none the more for that 
his loss will be deeply felt by all his ringing 
friends, who are too numerous to number.

George Dawson was born at Mulbarton, N or
folk, in 1874, and in his youth learned to handle 
a bell at Ketteringham. then a ring of five, 
under the tuition of Alfred Goodram, but it 
was not until he moved to Leytonstone in his 
early twenties that he became really proficient 
in the art of change ringing, where he joined the 
St. John-the-Baptist Society, then under the 
leadership of William Miller, and which also 
numbered in its ranks such well-known figures 
as William Keeble, Edgar Wightman, Samuel 
Hayes, John Moule and many others. It was 
in 1906 that George Dawson became secretary 
of the Society a post which he held and served 
faithfully until early last year, when ill-health 
forced him to give up active ringing. One of 
the highlights of this band was its annual 
week-end trip to various parts of the country, 
of which he was the organiser. He was a 
regular churchgoer, and for many years a sides
man.

He served for 44 years with the London and 
North-Eastern Railway, and those of us who 
travelled up to Liverpool Street were familiar 
with that smile and nod as we went through 
the barrier, for at work or play George Dawson 
was always the same.

When one first met George his genial per
sonality and sense of humour, which were ever 
with him even till the end. created such a deep 
impression that one knew at once, here was a 
true friend and companion.

His peals numbered 92, of which 35 were 
rung on his beloved bells of St. John’s. They 
were as follows:—Bob Minor 1, Treble Bob 
Minor (seven methods) 2. Surprise Minor (seven 
methods) 37. Grandsire Triples 6, Stedman 
Triples 8, Bob M ajor 5. Double Norwich Court 
Bob Major 3. Kent Treble Bob 3. Oxford Treble 
Bob r. Cambridge Surprise Major 10, Super
lative 2, Yorkshire 2, Grandsire Caters 3. Sted
man Caters 4, Bob Royal 1, Kent Treble Bob 
Royal 4. He conducted four peals only, being 
content to leave that side to others more ex
perienced but one he conducted, which I think 
he cherished most, was in memory of his great 
friend. William Miller.

Apart from being a member of the Essex 
Association, which he served for many years 
with distinction on the Central Committee, he 
was also a member of the Society o f Cumber
land Youths, the London County Association 
and several others.

The funeral service took place on March 3rd 
at St. John’s Leytonstone, followed bv the in
terment at the City of London Cemetery, 
M anor Park. The Essex Association was re
presented by R. Heazel (general secretary). J. 
Crampion (District Master). F. Gant (District 
secretary), J. Chalk (Wanstead). E. Furbank 
(Great Baddow) R. Stannard (Barking). C. 
Morss (Woodford). H. Rummens. F . Maynard, 
E. Taylor (Walthamstow) and E. Smith, R. 
Smith, Mrs. R. F. Deal C. Willmington, J. 
Grove and P. Avey (Leytonstone). Mr. T.
H. Taffender represented the London County 
Association. Among the many floral tributes 
was one from his fellow-rinorrs of St. John’s 
and one from his ringing friends at Waltham
stow. Wanstead and W oodford. A course of 
Grandsire Triples was rung on handbells at 
the graveside by J. Crampion, T. Taffender, F. 
Gant and E. Smith, and a quarter peal of 
Stedman Triples was rung half-muffled on the 
church bells. His friends of the London 
County Association rang a peal in his memory 
on February 28th at West Ham. J. H. C.

N O T I C E S  
Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
penny a word, minimum 2s. 6d. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, mini
mum 3s.

All Notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received on the Monday 

preceding publication.

BIRTHS
FREEMAN.—On Saturday, March 14th, 

1953, at the Eastholme Nursing Home, Lincoln, 
to Mary and John, a daughter, Jennifer Mary.

2323
POOLE.—To Dennis and Patricia on March 

4th, .1953, a son, Bernard Ralph. 2311

HANDBELLS WANTED
WANTED.—A set of handbells -for tune play

ing and change ringing, 12, 16 or 20.—C. E. 
Bassett, Sunnybrook, Brook Lane, Warsash, 
Southampton. 2326

CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND SECRETARY
The Secretary of East Norfolk Branch, Nor

wich Diocesan Association, is now P. G. W. 
Newstead, 23, Barnard Avenue, Newtown, 
Great Yarmouth. 2301

PUBLICATIONS
‘ CHURCH BELLS AND RINGERS OF 

NORW ICH,’ by A. G. G. Thurlow, 5s. 6d. post 
free from the author, St. Clement’s Rectory,
3, Colegate, Norwich. An account of the beUs 
of one of England's most historic cities, well 
illustrated with plans, cross sections and pic
tures. Second edition, much im proved; no in
crease in price.

‘ ST. M ARTIN’S YOUTHS,’ by Edgar C. 
Shepherd. A survey of this ancient Society 
from 1755 to 1846. with index to John Day's 
‘ Memoirs.’ Post free Is. 6d. from the Author, 
2, Witley Avenue, Solihull, Birmingham. 2304

MISCELLANEOUS 
GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Will 

all members who are compounding members of 
this Guild please send name and present address 
for inclusion in the new register to Miss vv. 
Oliver, 36, North Place, Guildford. 2321

EXTRA COPIES — It is an advantage if 
those requiring extra copies will send their 
orders at the time copy of peals or quarter 
peals is submitted.

PEAL CARDS can now be ordered at 5s. a 
set of 12, post free (minimum charge). Order 
and remittance must be sent with peal report.

MEETINGS
COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD.—Meet

ing, Brinklow, Saturday, March 21st. Bells 3 
p.m. Tea 5 p.m.—J. L. Garner-Hayward, Dis. 
Sec. 2319

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — Hunts 
District. — Meeting at Hemingford Grey (6), 
Saturday. March 21st. Bells 3 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m. Tea 5 o’clock.—H. S. Peacock, Sec.

2273
ELY ASSOCIATION—Wisbech Branch — 

Meeting. Downham Market Saturday March 
21st. Bells (8) 2.30. Tea 5 . ' Service 6. 2276 

HAWKHURST AND DISTRICT GUILD— 
Meeting at Marden, Saturday, March 21st. 
Bells (8) 3 p.m. 2262

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
St. Albans District.—Meeting at Sandridge (6), 
Saturday. March 21st. from 3 p.m. 2274

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GU ILD .—Northern 
Branch (Lincoln District).—Quarterly meeting at 
Bardney (6), March 21st. 2267
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SURREY ASSOCIATION. — Southern Dis
tric t.— Quarterly meeting, Charlwood, March 
21st. Bells (6) 3. Service 4.30. Tea and meet
ing 5. Bus 426 leaves Horley Police Station 
3.10. 2235

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION.—Southern Divi
sion. — Practice meeting, Newick (6), March 
21st. Tower open 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. 2265 

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Easfern 
District.—Joint meeting with Selby and Dis
trict Society at Goole on Saturday, March 21st. 
Bells (8) available from 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 
p.m.—H. S. Morley, Hon. Dis. Sec. 2279

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Practice, Wednesday, March 25th, 7.15 p.m., 
St. Stephen’s, West Ealing (65 bus Ealing 
Broadway to Terminus). Practice Monday, 
April 13th, 7.15 p.m., St. Mary’s, Lambeth 
Bridge. Everyone welcome. 2327

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION —Bath 
Branch.—The Archdeacon of Bath will dedicate 
the retuned and rehung ring of six with the ad
dition of two new trebles to make the octave 
<J. Taylor and Co.) at Weston, Bath, on 
March 28th, 3 p.m. Names for tea essential to 
Mr. S. S. Woodburn, The Bungalow, Cranwells, 
Sion Hill, Bath. 2308 

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION—Ax- 
hridge Branch.—Practice meeting, Worle, March 
28th. Bells (6) 4.30 p.m. to 8 p.m.—E. C. 
Wickham. • 2294 

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Bed
ford District.—Meeting, March 28th, Turvey 
(8) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5. Special 
methods: London Surprise Major, Painswick 
■College Bob M ajor.—Bryan Pattison. 2298 

DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Derby 
District. — Monthly meeting at Duffield (10 
(note the change of venue) on March 28th at 
J  p.m. Names for tea, by Wednesday, March 
25th. to  P. H. Whitaker, Highfield Lawn, High
field fftad . Derby. 2297 

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. 
—Meeting at Arksey (8), March 28th. Bells 3 
P.m. Tea provided as usual 5 p.m. Names, 

"by 25th, to Doreen Smythe, 19, Kirkby Avenue, 
Bentley Road, Doncaster. 2315 

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA
TION.------Bristol Rural Branch.—Quarterly
meeting at St. George’s, Bristol, Saturday, 
March 28th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service 4.30 
P.m. Tea and meeting 5.15 p.m. Names for 
tea by Monday, March 23rd, to W. F. Scuda- 
m°re, 6, Sandringham Avenue, Downend. 
Bristol. 2295

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD —Farn
ham District. — Combined practice at Farn- 
oorough (6) on Saturday March 28th, 6 p.m. to 
"  p m.—G. S. Joyce, Dis. Sec. 2289

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION — 
Northern District.—Stevenage, March 28th. Tea
* p.m. Names, by March 25th, to W. Law
rence, 97. Letchmorc Road. N o tea shops near. 
Special method: Little Bob. 2287

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Bolton 
Branch.—The next meeting will be held at St. 
Paul’s, Walkdcn, on Saturday, March 28th. 
Bells available 3.30. Tea 5 p.m.. free. Business 
meeting 6 p.m. Names for tea. by March 25th, 
to Miss A. Potter, 73, Manchester Road, Walk- 

Lancs.—Joseph Thornlcy, Assist. Branch 
Sec. 2291

LEEDS & DISTRICT SOCIETY.—Annual 
Tiomination meeting at Armley on Saturday, 
March 28th. Bells available from 3 p.m. Tea 
arranged (2s. per head) for those who notify 
pie by March 25th. Business niecting to follow 
*ya -—H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8. Wortley 
Road. Leeds 12. 2314

LFICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Hinck
ley District. — Evening meeting arranged at 
'-roft on March 28th owing to Thurlaston bells 
npt being available. Ringing from 5.30 to 8 
°  clock.—F. Measures, Hon. Sec. 2309

LEICESTER DIOCESAN G U IL D —Syston 
District.—Meeting, Hoby, March 28th. Bells
2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Names for tea, 
by the 25th, to J. Burnham, Elm Cottage, Hoby, 
No name—no tea. 2306

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—E. Berks 
and S. Bucks Branch.—Meeting at Horton (6) 
on Saturday, March 28th, at 6 p.m. Subscrip
tions now due.—A. D. Barker, Cambridge, 
Wexham, Slough. 2317

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. — 
Northampton Branch. — Moulton (8), March 
28th. Catered tea 2s. for those sending names, 
by March 25th, to  E. Nobles, Hon. Br. Sec., 
48, Millway, Duston. 2266

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. -  
Towcester Branch. — Quarterly meeting at 
Greens-Norton on March 28th. Names for tea, 
by Tuesday previous, to G. Mansfield, Greens- 
Norton. Towccster.—W. Yates. Branch Sec. 2263

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND 
YOUTHS.—Meeting at Harlow Common (Pot
ter Street), Saturday, March 28th. Bells 2.30-
4.30. Tea near Harlow T o w n  Church 5.15. 
Meeting and ringing to follow. Names for tea 
to Mr. J. Smith, 2, High House, Harlow, Essex, 
by March 25th. Visitors welcome. — K. 
Matthews, Hon. Sec. 2286

SOUTHWELL GUILD. — Nottingham Dis
trict.—Meeting at Stapleford. March 28th (note 
advanced date). Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Please 
make own arrangements for tea. 2313

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION. — Eastern Divi
sion.—-Practice meeting, Sedlescombe (6) on 
Saturday, March 28th. Tower open 2.30. 
Names for tea, by 25th, to R. W. Pankhurst,
11, Salehurst Road, Eastbourne. 2300

WINCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH GUILD.
—Winchester District.—Practice meeting, Spar- 
sholt, March 28th. Bells (5) 2. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5.15 in Woodman Inn. Names by previous 
Wednesday to R. F . Brewer, Dean, Sparsholt,

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION—Annual 
meeting, Bedford, Easter Monday. Lunch (5s.) 
at 1 p.m. at the Dujon Restaurant, High Street, 
will be followed by the business meeting. 
Ringing at Biddenham 10.30-12; St. Paul’s, 
Bedford, 10-12.45, 3-5 and 6 p.m. onwards; St. 
Peter’s, Bedford, 10.30-12.30 and 2-4. Names 
for lunch, in writing, please, by April 2nd, to 
Michael Stephens, 24, Durler Avenue, Kemp
ston, Bedford. 2307

DEVON GUILD.—East Devon Branch.— 
Sidbury, annual, Easter Monday. Service 4.15. 
Tea after. Names, not later than March 31st, 
to Mr. Denner, 4, Hillside.—J. Arbury, Hon. 
Sec. 2296

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION.—Annual meeting at Glouces
ter on Easter Monday in St. Mary-de-Crypt 
School Room, Southgate Street, at 2 p.m. 
sharp. Divine service at Cathedral 4 p.m. 
Evensong. Bells available: Barnwood (8) 10-
11.30 a.m .; St. Mary-de-Crypt (8) as required 
from JO a.m .; Cathedral (8) 11 a.m.-12 noon. 
Lunch (limited number) 12.45 p.rfi. 5s. Tea at 2s. 
per head at Saracen’s Head, Eastgate Street. 
Names for lunch and tea not later than Mon
day, March 30th.—F. Skidmore, 80, Carlyle 
Road, Greenbank, Bristol 5. 2310

KENT COUNTY A SSpC IA TIO N —Annual 
meeting, Canterbury, Easter Monday. See last 
week’s Ringing World ’ re lunch tickets, etc. 
Towers available all day except where otherwise 
stated: Ash; Wingnam; Canterbury (St. 
Stephen's, St. Dunstan's. St. AlphegeY); Little- 
bourne; Wickhambreaux ; Slurry : Chartham ; 
Ospringe; Chilham, after 5 p .m .; Hernhill, after
11 a.m .; Faversham, after 4 p.m .; Cathedral,
10.30 to 11.40 and 4.30 to 6.30. Order lunch 
tickets now.—G. H. Spice, H on. Sec.. 35, 
Woodstock Road, Sittingboume. 2305

191

LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH ASSOCIA
TION.—Annual meeting, St. John’s, Cardiff, 
Easter Monday. Bells 1.30. Service 3 p.m. 
Tea and business to follow. Im portant busi
ness.—F. J. Hannington, 32, Surrey Street, Can
ton, Cardiff. 2299

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— 
Annual general meeting, Easter Monday, April 
6th, at Norwich. Lunch, Mancroft Youth Cen
tre, 12.45 p.m. Admission only by ticket, which 
must be ordered, enclosing remittance, 4s. each, 
before Wednesday, March 25th, to help caterer. 
Business meeting after lunch. Bells available: 
Mancroft (12), St. Giles (8) and St. George 
Colegate (6) 10-11.30 and after business meet
ing ; St. Miles (8) and St. John-de-Sepulchre 
(8) after business meeting. Standing Committee,
11 a.m., Mancroft Vestry. Service 11.30. 
preacher the Rev. Henry Lillingston. Rector of 
Marsham. No unofficial ringing during busi
ness meeting. Remittance for lunch,, before 
March 25th. to Rev. A. G. G. Thurlow, Gen. 
Sec., 3, Colegate, Norwich. 2293

SUFFOLK GUILD.—Annual meeting, Eas
ter Monday, Ipswich. Bells 12, 8, 6 and 5,
10 a.m. to 12 noon. 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. Com
mittee meeting, St. Mary-le-Tower. 11 a.m. Ser
vice, St. Lawrence’s, 12.15. No lunch. Busi
ness meeting 2 p.m., St. Stephen’s Hall.—C. 
W. Pipe, Easta, Grundisbutgh. 2316

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—North Western 
District.—A meeting will be held at All Saints’, 
Kingston-on-Thames, on Easter Monday. April 
6th. Bells (10) 3 p.m. Tea in Church Hall 5 
p.m. Notice for tea, by April 2nd, to F . E. 
Hawthorne, 39, Queen’s Road. Thames Ditton. 
—R. Lathbury, Hon. Dis. Sec. 2312

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — 
Annual meeting at Worcesteer on Easter M on
day, April 6th. Special service in All Saints’
11 a.m. General business meeting in College 
Hall at 12 noon prompt. Coffee obtainable in 
College Hall 1-2 p.m .; bring own lunch sand
wiches. Tea (2s. 6d. per head) arranged at 5 
p.m. for all who notify me before Wednesday, 
April 1st. Bells available: All Saints’ (10) 10-11
a.m. and from 6 p.m. Claines (10), St. John’s 
(8). Kempsey (6), all 2.30-4.30 p.m .; Cathedral 
(12) 6-7.15 p.m.—J. D. Johnson, Gen. Sec.. 
Sedgeberrow, Evesham. 2288

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION (Southern 
District) SHEFFIELD DISTRICT SOCIETY 
and LADIES’ GUILD.—Joint meeting, Rother
ham Parish Church, Easter Monday. Details 
later. " 2320

DEVON GUILD.—South-West Branch.— 
Quarterly meeting. Lifton, April 11th. Bells
2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m. Names for 
tea, by April 7th, to T. G. Myers, 79, Regent 
Street, Plymouth. 2290

HALIFAX ASSOCIATION—Quarterly meet
ing and contest, Mirfield St. Mary's, April 11th. 
For teas, please notify, by April '4th, A. Robin
son, 17, Sackville Street, Ravensthorpe, Dews
bury.—A. Farrand, Hon. Sec. 2292 

SOUTHWELL GUILD.—Annual meeting, 
Retford. April 11th. Ringing at St. Swithun’s 
(10). East Retford, West Retford (6) and Ordsall 
(6) from 2.30-8. Service St. Swithun’s 4.15. 
Own tea arrangements; numerous cafes. Busi
ness meeting, St. Swithun’s, 6 p.m.—J. W. 
Raithby, Gen. Sec. 2322

WAVENDON, BUCKS.—The restored and 
augmented ring of six bells will be dedicated by 
the Lord Bishop of Oxford on Saturday. April 
18th, at 3 p.m. All ringers and friends wel
come. Please notify for tea the Rev. Elliot 
Wigg, Wavendon Rectory, Bletchley. 2318

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Annual 
meeting, Preston, April 25th. Service, Parish 
Church, 4 p.m. Tea (hot) in School 4.45 p.m. 
Names to Mr. C. Crossthwaite. 113, Oxford 
Street. Preston. Meeting in School 5.30 p.m. 
Further notice April 10th. 2302
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QUARTER PEALS
STOCKLAND BRISTOL, SOM ERSET.—O n T :b.

14th. -1.26(1 Doubles (240 each Reverse St. B artholorr:w. 
Revecse Canterbury, April Day. Plain Bob and ioO 
G randsire /: C. Clarke 1, W . Stevens (first in m-jrc 
than  onu  method) 2. R . Short 3, H . Pople (firsJ*. n 
more than two m ethods) 4. F. Sweet (cond.) 5. Pr >b- 
ably first quarter on  the bells.

T ICK BN HA M , SOM ERSET.—On Feb. 16th. a t St. 
Quiricus and Julietta, 1.260 Doubles (480 Plain Bob . nd 
780 Grandsirc) : W . Taylor 1, E. Summerell 2, M. 
H orsem an ,4*  L. D errick (cond.) 4, L. Bye 5, H. 

X .  Burston
W ISSETT, SU FFO LK .—O n Feb. 19th. 1.260 G rand- 

sire EJo&b'cjT J. N unn 1, W . K errison 2, J. Thurlow
3, J. Jordan 4. R . D arch (cond.) 5. J. Aldridge 6. 
R ung fo r .The 100th birthday o f  Mrs. Scrimgeour. 
MWssett *HaH.

W O O D FO R D , ESSEX.—On M ar. 1st, 1.260 G rand
sire Triplci-r Miss J. Betts (first quarter) 1. H . Orney 2,
C. H ughcsT . Miss Sr Booth 4, L. Bullock 5, F. May
nard 6, J. W augh (cond.) 7, B. Petty 8. Rung for the 
birth of a son to  R e /. J. and Mrs. Fow lands.

BIl Saints’ ©oubles
T h i s  m e th o d  i s  b e in g  r u n g  i n  c h u r c h e s  a l l  
o v e r  th e  c o u n tr y . W e ll  o v e r  tw o  h u n d r e d  

co p ie s  h a v e  n o w  been so ld .

H A V E  Y O U  H A D  A  C O P Y  Y E T ?
I f  no t send for one now to :—
W . H . Cavill, H igh S treet, A shcott, Bridgwater, 

Somerset
Price 6 d . post free. E x tra  copies 4 d .  each

M A K E R S  O F  F I N E  Q U A L IT Y  G O O D S  
IF O R  O V E R  200 Y E A R S

F o r your
BELL ROPES & CHURCH FLAGS

w rite  to
J O S E P H  B R Y A N T  L IM IT E D
95, O L D  M A R K E T  S T R E E T , B R IS T O L  2 

Tel. 24026
Y o u r  e n q u ir ie s  w i l l  be w e lco m ed

PUBLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

COLLECTION OF P L A I N  s. d.
MAJOR METHODS ..  . 3 9  

COLLECTION OF COMPOSI
TIONS (MAJOR) ................... 2 9

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & 
MINOR METHODS ..  . . 3  6 

FOUR-WAY TABLE M INOR
METHODS ...........................  6

CHANGE RINGING ON HAND
BELLS ................... ' . .  . .  2 t

VARIATION AND TRANSPOSI
TION ............................................1 2

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise M ajor . .  4 
Double Norwich . . .  6
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 6 
Bristol Surprise Major . . . .  4 

HINTS TO BEGINNERS . . . .  6 
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. 1 « 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

WITH S.P.A.B............................... §
DOUBLE NORWICH COURT

BOB C A T E R S ........................... 1 2
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

OF BELLS, etc.............................1 2
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  6 
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or Com pany.. 6 
VILLAGE BELLS (3 copies for 3/3) 1 2 

(New Edition)

Post free from 
MISS P. J. AYRIS,

10, Sherwood Close, Launton, Bicester, 
Oxon.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Reprinted 1952 

FOR ALL LEARNERS
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4 /6  : :  4 to 6 bells 2/6 
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell, 
East Stoke Lodge, Stoke-under-Ham, 

Somerset

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE AND CLOCK ROPE MANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester, 

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

MUFFLERS s : RING ING MATS : :  MATTING : :  FLAG LINES : :  ETC. E TC

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

‘ ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pages;
31-

• GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130
pages; 3/4 

•STEDM AN,’ by J. A. Trollope; 150 
pages; 2/10 

STANDARD METHODS,’ 11th edition. 
Letterpress 2/6. Diagrams 1951 re
print 2/6

• TREBLE BOB.’ Out of print, being
rewritten.

•SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10 

All post free on receipt of postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

WILLIAM POTTS & SONS, LTD.
Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

BANKFIELD TERRACE, LEEDS, 4
Established 1833

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD. 1

Printed for the Proprietors by the W oodbridge P»ess, L td., G uildford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., L td ., Breams Buildings, London, E.C.4.


