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REMINISCENCES OF AN OLD STAGER
[Contributed]

IT often struck me as remarkable in my experiences some 
fifty years ago how many of the prominent conductors 
of those- days were non-smokers. There spring to mind 

the names of such eminent men in this class as James 
Pettit, James W. Washbrook, the Rev. F. E. Robinson, 
Challis F. Winney, George Williams and William Pye, who 
none of them were smokers, and one wonders if this can 
have been a coincidence, for it hardly seems that it can be. 
I personally only came across two outstanding conductors 
who were in the habit of smoking, and they were neither 
of them cigarette addicts. Pettit held very strong views on 
this subject, and I remember his remarking how often he 
had seen a ringer turn up for a peal smoking, and he was 
generally the first to make a mistake in the ringing that 
followed. He used, I believe, occasionally to smoke a cigar, 
but was certainly not an habitual smoker.

Here is another peculiar thing about ringers: although it 
is strenuous exercise those who follow it are not what you 
would call men of outstanding strength. The late John 
Murray Hayes was undoubtedly an exception in this re­
spect, for he was a very powerful man, as were the late 
William T. Cockerill and Arthur Pegler, but the others that 
I have come across were most of them of the wiry class. 

'Washbrook, one of the most highly skilled of heavy bell 
ringers, was by no means a physically strong man, yet I 
have heard his performance in turning in Wells Cathedral 
tenor to a peal of Treble Ten as a very great heavy bell 
record by those who were qualified to judge, for the reason 
of there being such a great difference between the weights 
of the 9th and the tenor (30 cwt. and 57 cwt.). Incidentally, 
I was told by Washbrook that he had a hand in training 
J- M. Hayes in heavy bell ringing. His pupil certainly did 
him justice.

As one of the older school I feel sure that others of my 
time must be with me in regretting the fact that the umpir­
ing of handbell peals has been allowed to fall into abey­
ance, so that it is seldom now that you see an umpire’s 
name mentioned in the record of a peal. It was found 
necessary to have handbell peals umpired years ago, and 
as I heard remarked once when this subject was being 
discussed, human nature has not changed so much since 
those days. When you come to think of it, other forms of 
sport or contest are umpired or refereed, and why should 
a handbell peal be exempt? The difficulty of providing an

umpire could easily be overcome by paying a small fee, in 
which the band could share, although in my day we never 
found this necessary. I knew a very talented ringer years 
ago who used to say he would as soon umpire a handbell 
peal as ring one, it was such an interesting experience. He 
was true to his word, for he umpired several of the peals 
in which I took part, and would always come when asked.

In the case of a tower-bell peal the case is different, for 
there may be several unofficial umpires listening outside. 
This, however, is not the case with a handbell peal. A 
ringer who has changed his bells over should not be subject 
to the temptation of putting them right. We are none of us 
infallible.

I do not wish to appear too critical, for I am lost in 
wonder at the things that are being done in the Exercise 
from day to day, as published in your columns, but I can­
not understand the idea of ringing peals of Doubles on 
rings of six bells. It would be so easy with a little practice 
to turn the tenor in and ring Minor. I wonder that the 
Central Council has not made a ruling on this point, for it 
must sound sacrilegious outside the tower to hear the tenor 
being drummed in behind hour after hour when there is 
such an easy remedy, and the interest of the performance 
would be so much greater for all concerned.

FORTY YEARS AGO
From ‘ The Ringing W orld’ of February 28th, 1913 

LONDON 
The Ancient Society of College Youths 

On Saturday, February 22nd, 1913, in 3 hours and 51 
minutes

At the Church of St. Michael, Cornhill 
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5,002 CHANGES 

Tenor 41 cwt.
Henry Springall ...Treble John N. Oxborrow ... 7 
Challis F. Winney ... 2 Frederick Dench ... 8 
Harry R. Pasmore ... 3 Alfred B. Peck ... 9 
Herbert Langdon ... 4 John W. Golding ... 10 
Henry R. Newton ... 5 j  William T. Cockerill 11 
Thomas Faulkner ... 6 j William H. Pasmore Tenor 

Composed by Frederick Dench. Non-conducted. 
Umpires: Henry Dains (Royal Cumberland Youths) and 

George W. Wild (College Youths)
This peal was rung upon strictly non-conducted prin­

ciples, and was the first peal on twelve tower bells rung 
under these conditions.
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TWELVE BELL PEALS
LINCOLN.

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Feb. 12, 1953, in  3 Hours and 30J Minutes,

In St . H ugh 's T ower in  the C athedral C hurch of the Blessed 
V irgin M ary,

A PEAL OF 5019 STEDMAN CINQUES 
Tenor 23 cwt. 3 qr. 23 lb. in D.

P e te r  N. B ond . .  ..Treble \ ‘ G eo rg e  W. M oody
J ohn F r e e m a n ................... 2
A rc h e r  T. Low m an . .  . .  3 
R aym ond F . S m ith  . .  4 
S ta n le y  E. B e n n e tt  . .  5 
G e o f f r e y  M . M ay er . .  6 
C om posed by Jo h n  C a r te r .

* First peal of Stedman Cinques.

•P h illip  Barnes 
J ack Bray . .
H . Leslie P ask 
J ack L . M illhouse 
J ohn W alden

TROWBRIDGE, WILTSHIRE.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 3 Hours and 31 Minutes, 
A t th e  C h u rc h  of S t. Jam es.

A PEAL OF 5007 STEDMAN CINQUES 
Tenor 24 cwt. in D.

F rederick G . L eaker ..Treble  
A lbert M. T yler . .  . .  2 
A lfred  E. R eeves 3
J ohn T homas ....................  4
G i lb e r t  H . H a rd in g  . .  5 
W illia m  J. P r e s c o t t  . .  6

F rank A . Penn 
N orman H . C oombs 

‘ F rank H ansford . .  
R oger O. F ry 
E mlyn F . H ancock 
W illiam  R. Baxter

Composed by C harles W. R oberts. Conducted by J ohn T homas. 
* First peal on twelve bells. Rung in memoriam Samuel J . Hector.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
OSWALDTWISTLE, LANCASHIRE.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Fri., Feb. 6, 1953, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,

At  the C hurch o f Emmanuel,
A PEAL OF 5088 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 11 cwt.
C harles Clegg . .  ..Treble  
Ernest J. G ower . .  . .  2 

*Jean D awson . .  . .  3 
C harles W . Blakey . .  4 

Com posed by A. H ubbard.
* First peal of Treble Bob. First peal of Treble Bob as conductor. 

Ernest J. Bower has now ‘ circled the tower.’
Rung for New Zealand Day.

CAYTHORPE, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD 

On Wed., Feb. 11, 1953, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h u rc h  of S t. V in cen t,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 
Parker’s Twelve-part (7th Observation). Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 8 lb. in E.

Peter N. Bond . .  ..Treble
C aleb L . S imcock . .  2

* G eoffrey P aul . .  . .  3
Leslie  Squires . .  . .  4

H arry Squires . .  . .  5 
J ack L. M illhouse . .  6
J ohn Cragg ....................  7
G eorge W. K ing  . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by J ack L. M illhouse .
* First peal of Grandsire Triples.
Rung for the anniversary of the first peal on the bells, which was 

rung on February 11th, 1903.
SALLE, NORFOLK.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Wed., Feb. 11, 1953, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,

A t  the C hurch of SS. Peter and P aul,
A PEAL OF 5040 CARSHALTON BOB TRIPLES 

Tenor 18 cwt. in F .
H erbert L askey . .  ..Treble  
C edric C urson . .  . .  2 
A rthur G . Bason . .  . .  3 
G eorge Sayer ....................  4

H. W illiam  Barrett . .  5
B e r t  G o g le  ....................  6
N olan G olden . .  . .  7 
W alter F ord ...................Tenor

Conducted by N olan G olden .
The first peal in the method (?). Composition, C.C. Collection of 

Triples Methods, page 49, no. 2, adapted for P group method.

9
10
11

Tenor
Conducted by J ohn F reeman.

7
8 
9

10
11

Tenor

‘ P a tr ic ia  M. B ourn  . .  5 
‘ W a l te r  E . W ilk in s o n . .  6 

L au ren c e  J. W illia m s  . .  7 
V ic to r  J . C. W ood . .  Tenor 

Conducted by V ic to r  J. C. W ood.

ENDERBY. LEICESJERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thurs., Feb. 12, 1953, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes, 
At the C hurch of St . J ohn-the-Baptist,

A PEAL OF 5184 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 11J cwt.

E. C harles T urner ..Treble  
Mr s . H. J. Poole . .  . .  2 
Mr s . P. J. Staniforth . .  3 

•A lfred Ballard . .  . .  4 
Composed by F red D ench.

* 300th peal together.

E rnest W . R awson 
S. A nthony J esson 

‘ H arold J . P oole . .  
Peter J . Staniforth

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by P eter J. Staniforth.

WILLESDEN, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Thurs., Feb. 12, 1953, in 1 Hours and 36 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5152 EASTBURY SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. 25 lbs.

Robert H . Begrie . .  ..Treble  
A lfred J . H ouse . . . .  2 
Anne B. Speed  . .  . .  3 
A lick C utler .................... 4

J ohn R . M ayne 
T homas H. F rancis 
Thomas J. Lock

•R ichard F . B. Speed . .  Tenor
Composed and Conducted by R ichard F. B. Speed .

* 50th Surprise method for a peal. The first peal in the method by 
all and for the Association.

CHESTER.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Feb. 13, 1953, in 2 Hours and 59 Minutes,
At the C hurch of St . M ary-w ith in -the-W alls,

A PEAL OF 5088 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 13 cwt. 3 qr. 8 lb. in F.

•Shirley G olding . .  ..Treble  [ C. K enneth Lew is  
Brian D. T hrelfall . .  2 
H enry O. Baker . .  . .  3 
J ohn E. Bibby . .  . .  4 

Composed by J . W . P arker.
* First peal of Surprise.
Rung half-muffled in memoriam Robert Sperring, for many years

a ringer at this church.

. .  5
| John  W o r th  ....................  6
I Sam J ones, ju n ................... 7
| R alph G . Edwards . . . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J ohn W orth.

BADSEY, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes,
At the C hurch of St . J ames,

A PEAL OF 5152 SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR 
Comprising 1,280 each of London, Cambridge and Superlative, and 
1,312 of Bristol, with 113 changes of method. Tenor 15 cwt. 4 lb. in F.
W illiam  B. C artwright Treble 
G eorge E. L arge . .  . .  2 
C lifford  Skidmore . .  3 
Sidney T. H olt . .  . .  4 
Composed by A. J. P itman.

N orm an J. G oodm an . .  5 
C y r i l  T a n s e l l  . .  . .  6 
R e g in a ld  W o o d y a tt  . .  7 
T hom as W . L ew is . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by S idney T. H o l t .

In this composition all the bells do all the work of each method. 
First peal of Spliced Surprise on the bells.

DARESBURY, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 14. 1953, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5120 ST. VALENTINE’S IMPERIAL BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 16 cwt. 1 qr. 5 lb.

J . Benjam in B udd  . .  ..Treble  j D ennis H. B. M illw a r d  5 
R. G o rd o n  C orby  . . . .  2 ' Jo h n  W. G r i f f i t h s  . .  . .  6 
N o ra h  M. Bibby . .  . .  3 G eo rg e  H. R a n d le s  . .  7
J ohn W. Be s t ...................  4 [ P ercy Sw indley  . .  . .  Tenor
Composed by A. P. H eywood. Conducted by P ercy Sw indley . 

The first peal in the method (C.C.C. 248).

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
N ew  Installations : Repairs M aintenance 

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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DRAYTON, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . C a t h e r in e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 
Parker’s Twelve-part (7th Observation). Tenor 19 cwt.
H erbert W . Pearce ..Treble
Edmond C. A tyeo . .  2

•T revor E . M arks . .  3
W alter H . Poole . .  4

A lbert W . D yer 
T homas J . Setter 
W illiam  E. T urner 
Sidney W . W hite

5
. .  6 
. .  7
. .  Tenor

Conducted by W illiam  E. T urner. 
* First peal of Triples.

GREAT BADDOW, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 3 Hours,
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M a ry -th e -V irg in ,

A PEAL OF 5056 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 14J cwt.

E rn e s t  W. F u rb a n k  . .  5 
F ra n k  V. G a n t  . .  . .  6 
D enn is A. S. Sym onds . .  7 

* P e te r  J. E v es ... . .  Tenor 
Conducted by P e rc y  G reen .

♦Howard W . E golestone Treble 
J ohn H . Sitch . .  . .  2 
H enry T. W ilson  . .  3 

•P ercy G reen . .  . . . .  4 
Composed by J ohn C arter.

* First peal in the method. The first peal in the method on the 
bells.

Rung to  commemorate the 63rd anniversary of Mr. George Green’s 
first peal, which was rung on St. Valentine’s Day, February 14th, 
1890.

GREAT BARDFIELD, ESSEX.
THE CAM BRIDGE UNIVERSITY GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute,
At the C hurch of St . M ary-the-V irgin ,

A PEAL OF 5088 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 16 cwt. in F.

R. J. H ousden  (Sel.) ..Treble  R. D. Edge (Queens’)
W. J. R idgman (Queens’) . . 2 
R. B. M orris (Clare) . .  3 
J. H . F ielden (St. Cath.’s) 4 
Composed by N. J. P itsto w .

5
F. E. R oberts (Selwyn) . .  6 
C. M. P. J ohnson (Selwyn) 7 
P. A. F . C halk (Selwyn).. Tenor 

Conducted by P. A. F . C halk.

LYME REGIS. DORSET.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes, 
a t  the C hurch of St . M ichael-the-Archangel,

A PEAL OF 5088 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10J cwt.

• J oseph T. Barrett ..Treble  Arthur J. Scott . .  . .  5 
•M r s . C . W. P ow ell . .  2 H enry G . K eeley . .  . .  6 
Cuthbert W. R . P ow ell 3 R oger K eeley . .  . .  7 

*1Canon C. C arew C o x . .  4 ! G . Stedman M orris . .  Tenor 
Composed by A rthur C raven. Conducted by C anon C. C arew C ox.

• First peal of Yorkshire, f  125th peal. First peal in the method 
on the bells.

Rung to commemorate the conductor’s 25th year as Vicar o f Lyme 
Regis. Last peal on these bells before their removal to the foundry 
for recasting

NORTH STONEHAM, HAMPSHIRE.
THE W INCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953,- in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,
At the C hurch of St . N icolas,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Tenor 9 cwt. 26 lb. 

..Treble  W alter G lasspool . .  . .  5
2 T om C hapman . .  . .  6
3 Reginald A. R eed . .  . .  7
4 J essie  M. K ippin  . .  . .T e n o r

Parker's Twelve-part. 
•M ichael L akin (14) 
TBetty F aithfull . .  
•Beryl P ittaway (13) 
tCHARLEs T aylor

Conducted by R eginald A. R eed .
* First peal, t  First peal in the method. First peal in the method 

as conductor.
Rung in honour of the wedding of Miss Betty Denby once a ringer 

at this church, which took place immediately prior to the peal.

SHEFFIELD. YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

(Sheffield District Society.)
On Sat., Feb. 14. 1953, in 3 Hours and 14 Minutes,

A t  th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M a rie ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR

Reeves’ Five-part.
H enry H u r s t ...................Treble
H . D avid H olland . .  2 
Sam Scattergood . .  . .  3 
W illiam  H olland . .  . .  4

Tenor 25 cwt. 4 lb. in D.
R onald Bi r c h ...................  5
G eo rg e  R . H in e r  . .  . .  6 
D en n is  H o l la n d  . .  . .  7 
B a rry  H o l la n d  . .  . .  Tenor

SNAITH, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes, 
A t  the  P riory C hurch of St . L awrence,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 12 cwt.
•J ohn W ardle . .  ..Treble  
C has. W m . K ing  . .  . .  2
S. H . Steel .................... 3

•W illiam  G raves . .  . .  4 
Composed by J . H owlett.

* First peal of Bob Major 
bells.

F red T erry ....................  5
*A. H . H awcroft . .  . .  6 

J ohn J . T aylor . . . .  7 
L eslie M. W oodhead . .  Tenor 

Conducted by L eslie M. W oodhead. 
First peal on augmented ring of eight

W ARFIELD. BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes, 
A t  th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M ic h a e l,

A PEAL OF 5120 LITTLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 13 cwt. 1 qr. 27 lb. in  F.

R oyston P urchase . .  . .Treble
M ichael H atchett . .  . .  2
F rederick Scott . .  . .  3
W illiam  H . J. P arker . .  4

W illiam  Butler 
J ames Brooks . .  
A. J ames G lass
Brian T aylor ....................Tenor

Composed and Conducted by W illiam  Butler.
First peal in the method by all the band.

WESTERHAM, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
A t th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M a ry ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
A Variation of J. J. Parker’s Four-part. Tenor 231 cwt.
D oris E. C olgate . .  . .Treble 
Arthur M ason . .  . .  2 

•M axwell F. Oakshett . . 3 
F rederick W. Budgen . .  4

Conducted by H erbert E. A udsley . 
* First peal of Stedman Triples.

J ohn O. W eller ' . . . .  5
R o b e rt C o l l in s  . .  . .  6
H erbert E. A udsley  . .  7
F rederick J . Cullum  . .  Tenor

ERDINGTON, W ARWICKSHIRE.
ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM.

On Mon., Feb. 16, 1953, in 2 Hours and 44 Minutes,
At  the R oman C atholic A bbey o f  SS. Thomas and E dmund of 

C anterbury,
A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR

Tenor 15 cwt. in F sharp.Johnson’s Variation. 
•P eter J . M orton . 
M uriel  R eay . .  
J ohn M cD onald . .  
M ichael G. M orton

A nthony A ger 
G eorge E. F earn 
H enry H . F earn 
Brian G. W arwick

5
6 
7

Tenor

.Treble
:  2

3
4

Conducted by Brian G. W arwick .
* First peal of Treble Bob.
A 21st birthday compliment to Eileen Burton, of Aylestone, 

Leicester.
BURTON-ON-STATHER, LINCOLNSHIRE.

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD 
On Tues., Feb. 17, 1953, in  2 Hours and 43 Minutes,

A t the Church o f  St . Andrew .
A PEAL OF 5024 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 12 cwt. 28 lb. in G.
J ack Bray ....................Treble J ‘ H arry H all ..................... 5

•C. A ubrey H arrison . .  2 ! Phillip  Barnes . .  . .  6 
A rthur T omlinson . .  3 Peter N. Bond . .  . .  7 
G eorge W . M oody . .  4 J ack L. M illhouse . .  Tenor 

Composed by G . W . R oberts. Conducted by J ack L. M illhouse.
• First peal of Double Norwich.

FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
DENVER, NORFOLK.

THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Mon., Dec. 29, 1952, in 2 Hours and 20 Minutes,

A t th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M ary ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being one 720 each of Double Court, Kent Treble Bob, Oxford Treble 
Bob, Double Oxford, Single Oxford, St. Clement’s and Plain Bob. 

Tenor 1 \  cwt.
Stanley G. Elsey  . .  
C laudia A. H arding 
E dward Barker

Conducted by Barry H olland.
Rung to celebrate the birth of a daughter to the ringer of the 4th.

.Treble "Jo h n  E . Fox ................... 4
2 E r n e st  H. M a s t in  . .  5
3 C l a u d e  C o u s in s  . .  . .T e n o r  

Conducted by E r n e st  H. M a s t in .
Rung as a  compliment to Mr. A. H. Dungay, on completing 50 years 

as ringer and verger at this church. Also to  the ringer of the 3rd, 
who has completed 50 years as a ringer and conductor and is still going 

strong.
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COSBY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 7, 1953, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
A t  the C hurch of St . M ichael and A ll A ngels,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Being 1,440 Plain Bob and 3,600 Grandsire. Tenor 13 cwt.
R oy H a l l .............................Treble I D ennis Allso p  . .  . .  4
E rnest M orris . . . .  2 | ‘ Allan C hapman . .  . .  5 
P eter J. T homas . .  . .  3 F rederick W atson . .  Tenor 

Conducted by P eter J. T homas.
* First peal in two Doubles methods.
Rung to  celebrate the first anniversary of the accession of Queen 

Elizabeth II.

COTTENHAM, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., Feb. 11, 1953, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes,
A t  the C hurch of St . M ary and A ll Saints,
A  PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 

Being seven extents, C.C.C. 48, 50, 51, 29, 34, 28 (version of) and 28. 
Tenor 16 cwt.

‘ R obert T . S m ith  . .  ..Treble  
F rank W arrington . .  2 
H enry Sh a r p ....................  3

F red C. G ifford  
Arthur Y arrow 
P . J ohn W ilkin

. .  4 

. .  5 
. .  Tenor

* First peal.
Conducted by F rank W arrington.

HUNTINGDON.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., Feb. I I , 1953, in 2 Hours and 36 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f  All  Saints,

A PEAL O F 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 8 cwt. 3 qr. 25 lb.
M ichael J .  D yer . .  ..Treble  I ‘ J ohn R. G . Spicer , .  4
H . Benjamin Bull  . . . .  2 ‘ H arold S. Peacock . .  5 
G ordon D . W hitehead . .  3 I Stanley G ilbert . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Stanley G ilbert.
* 25th peal together.
A compliment to the Rev. J. M. E. Bagley on completion of seven 

years as Rector of this church. * Also to  mark his Induction to the 
Vicarage of Great Stukeley (in plurality with All Saints’). Rung by 
the Sunday service band.

PRESHUTE. WILTSHIRE.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wed., Feb. 11, 1953, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
A t the  C hurch of  St . G eorge,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 9 cwt. 1 qr. 10 lb.

Brian Bladon . .  . .Treble I *T. A rthur Palmer . .  4 
♦Pauline M anning . . . .  2 W . Bertram K ynaston. .  5
‘ Cyril Savage . . . .  3 | P eter A n g e r ...................T en o r

Conducted by Peter A nger.
* First peal of Minor.
Rung on the 31st anniversary of the first peal by the ringer of 

the 5th.

SOUTHILL, BEDFORDSHIRE.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Thurs., Feb. 12, 1953, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,
A t  the C hurch o f  A ll Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being an extent each of London Surprise, Cambridge Surprise, Oxford 
and Kent Treble Bob, St. Clement’s, Single Oxford and Plain Bob. 

Tenor 13 cwt.
Stanley H . W allis . .  ..Treble  
C. H enry H arding . .  . .  2 
A llan S. Sm ith  . .  . .  3

Conducted by Lew is  H. Bywaters. 
A  birthday compliment to C. H . Harding.

A ndrew  C . Sinfield  . .  4
Bryan F . Si m s ....................  5
L ew is  H . Bywaters . .  Tenor

BLANKNEY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Feb. 13, 1953, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f  St . O sw ald ,

A PEAL OF 5040 NETHERSEALE SURPRISE M INOR 
Being two^ blocks of 2,160 and one of 720. Tenor 9} cwt.
W illiam  E . G reen . .  ..Treble  
R onald A pplew h ite  . .  2 
A mos I ngall ....................  3

Bertie Bee 
L ou is  W illders 
M oses B illings

4
5

Tenor
Conducted by M oses B illin g s.

First peal in the method by all the band, in the county and for 
the Guild.

CLEWER, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Feb. 13, 1953, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . A ndrew ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Consisting o f: 1, Double Bob; 2, Cambridge Surprise; 3, Double 
Oxford Bob and Thelwall B ob; 4, Oxford and Kent Treble B o b ; 5, 

St. Clement’s and Childwall; 6, Single Oxford B ob; 7, Plain Bob. 
Tenor 14 cwt. 2 qr. 25 lb. in F.

F rederick Scott . .  ..Treble  | Brian T aylor . .  . .  4
M ichael H atchett . .  5 

. .  Tenor
J effery C . Birt . .  . .  2-
J ohn M. Ellwood . . . .  3 W illiam  Butler 

Conducted by W illiam  Butler.
First peal in ten methods by all the band and on the bells. Rung 

for the birthday of the Rector of Clewer, the Rev. C. Dymoke-Marr.

KISLINGBURY, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

(Northampton Branch.)
On Fri., Feb. 13, 1953, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,

A t the C hurch of St . L uk e ,
A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 

Consisting of three extents each of All Saints, St. Simon, St. Martin, 
Reverse St. Bartholomew, Northrepps Pleasure, Fortune, Reverse Can­
terbury Pleasure, Southrepps Pleasure, Clifford Pleasure, Plain Bob, 
April Day, Old, Kennington and Grandsire. Tenor 12 cwt. 7 lb. 
A la n  C . C ozens . .  ..Treble  I K e n n e th  D . P e rk in s  . .  3 

‘Jo h n  H a r r o ld  . . . .  2 | Iv o r  J. D ick in  . .  . .  4 
E r ic  N o b le s  . .  ' . .  Tenor 

Conducted by E ric  N o b le s .
* First peal of Doubles in fourteen methods.
Rung with clappers half-muffled in memoriam the late Mr, F. W. 

Dunkley, churchwarden.
LINCOLN.

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Fri., Feb. 13, 1953, in 2 Hours and 35 Minutes.

A t the C hurch of St . Botoi.ph ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being seven extents in eight m ethods: (1) Plain Bob, (2) Single Court,
(3) Double Court, (4) Double Oxford and Thelwall, (5) Oxford Bob, 

(6) St. Clement’s and Childwall, (7) Plain Bob.
Tenor 9 cwt. 2 qr. 2 lb. in A flat.

J ohn R . W orsdall . .  . .Treble 
G eoffrey P aul . .  . .  2 
H erbert Lowman . .  . .  3

C h a r le s  E. B row n  . .  . .  4 
Jack  L. M il lh o u s e  . .  5 
P e te r  N. B ond . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by J ack L. M illhouse .

BARKBY. LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
A t th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M ary .

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Being 16 extents of Plain Bob, 10 of Grandsire, 4 each of Northrepps, 
April Day, Canterbury and Southrepps. Tenor 13 cwt.
‘ M ary T aylor . .  .." ..Treble  
t  R obert D . F lowers . .  2 
tGEORGE A. J ames . .  . .  3

T homas H . E arby . .  . 4 
tC yril W . W alton . .  5 
*T. A lan M orris . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by G eorge A. J ames.
* First peal, t  First peal of Doubles. First peal as conductor. 

First peal in six methods by all the band. This is the first band of 
ringers from Barkby to ring a peal on the bells.

Rung as a 21st birthday compliment to M ary Taylor.
BINFIELD. BERKSHIRE.

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes,

A t  the C hurch of All  Saints,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Comprising an extent each of St. Clement’s, Cambridge Surprise, 
Single Oxford Bob, Oxford Treble Bob, Kent Treble Bob and two of 
Plain Bob. Tenor 10 cwt. in G.
‘ F rederick Scott . .  . .Treble I ‘ W illiam  B irmingham  . .  4 

' ‘ W illiam  H . J . P arker . .  2 I ‘ J ames Brooks . .  . .  5 
•M ichael H atchett . .  3 1 W illiam  Butler . .  ..T en o r  

Conducted by W illiam  Butlf.r.
* First peal in six Minor methods. 50th peal as conductor.

BUNWELL, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ichael and All A ngels,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being one extent of Double Oxford, and two extents each of Double 
Court, St. Clement’s and Plain Bob. Tenor 9 cwt.
‘ D a v id  N ic h o l l s  . .  ..Treble  I R o n a ld  E. B u r t  . .  . .  4 

F ra n k  C . J . A rn o ld  . .  2 T. C h a r le s  B row ne . .  5 
F ra n k  P e a rso n  . . . .  3 I C e d ric  F . W. P h il l ip p o . . Tenor 

Conducted by C e d ric  F . W. P h illip p o .
•F irs t  peal in more than one method.
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DISLEY, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 46 Minutes,
At  the C hurch of St . M ary-the-V irg in ,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR 
Being seven extents, called differently. Tenor 8} cwt

Basil J ones 
C . K enneth L ew is  

•S tephen W . J . P enny

4
5

Tenor

J a m e s  A .  M i l n e r  . .  ..Treble  
M r s . C .  K .  L e w i s  . .  . .  2 
A l e x a n d e r  R i c h a r d s o n  . . 3

Conducted by C. K e n n e t h  L e w i s .
* First peal in the method.

EAGLE, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 38 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a i n t s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being two extents of Single Court,' Single Oxford, Plain Bob and one 
of St. Clement”s. Tenor 8 i cwt.

Ronald A pplew hite 
‘ W illiam  M easures 
W illiam R . P arker

4
5

Tenor

M oses B illings . .  ..Treble  
Louis W illders . .  . .  2
A mos Ingall ...................  3

Conducted by M oses B illin g s .
* First peal in four methods.

GREAT MONGEHAM, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 36 Minutes,
A t th e  C hurch o f  St . M artin,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 8 cwt.
•V alerie W icks 

J anet R . W ells 
•T homas A . W ickens

. .  Treble Ronnie K enrick 
W illiam  F arrimond 
Arthur M awdsley .

•M argaret Smith 
+Leslie Barry 
tJoAN Bussey  . .

. .Treble Doris Sheppard 
T revor Pritchard 
C harles Larner

R osemary Seabrook 
• J ohn Coote 
•M alcolm W ebb

.Treble F elix Bensley 
Samuel T w itchett 

•H arry C larke

* First peal.
Conducted by Samuel Tw itchett.

APSLEY END. HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On M on., Feb. 16, 1953, in 2 Hours and 54 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

In five methods, being one 720 each o f: Double Court, Double 
Oxford. St. Clement’s, and two 720’s each of Oxford Bob and Plain 
Bob. Tenor 141 cwt.
E dwin J. U pton . .  ..Treble  I Augustin  V. G ood . .  4 

•R oy L. Shutter . . . .  2 ’ R eginald E . J. Sheppard 5 
W alter Ayre . . . .  3 I G eoffrey W . Seaman . .  Tenor 

Conducted by W alter Ayre.
* First peal in more than one method.
A birthday compliment to Mrs. J. H. Dominey, wife of the Vicar.

..Treble  F rederick W. L awrence. . 4
P eter J. R ye ................... 5
G eorge E. R uck . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by G eorge E. R uck .
* First peal of Minor. Rung on St. Valentine's Day, and on the 

birthday of Miss Valerie Wicks.
HALSALL. LANCASHIRE.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION 
On Sat., Feb. 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 39 Minutes.

At the C hurch of St . C uthbert,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being one 720 each of Oxford Bob and Oxford Treble Bob and two 
720’s of Kent Treble Bob and three 720’s of Plain Bob. Tenor 12 cwt.

4
.. 5 
. .  Tenor

D oreen D utton 
R obert C ritchley 2
J ack P ounds ................... 3

Conducted by Arthur M awdsley.
Rung to celebrate the birthday of Mrs. W. Farrimond.

HARDWICKE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., Feb, 14, 1953v in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
At the C hurch of St . N icholas,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being ten 120’s and eight 240 s each of Morris’s and Pitman’s 
Arrangement. Tenor 11 cwt. 3 qr. 18 lb.

4
. .  5 
. .  Tenor

Conducted by Leslie Barry.
* First peal, t  50th peal together.

HAVERHILL. SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sun., Feb. 15, 1953, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being one 720 of Double Court and two each of Kent. Oxford, and 
Plain Bob. Tenor 124 cwt-

4
. .  5 
. .  Tenor

GILLETT
AND

JOHNSTON
LIMITED

.No matter in which corner of the country 

you happen to be, as likely as not you 

will come across Gillett & Johnston bells 

or tower clocks. Gillett & Johnston crafts­

manship is embodied in an all-embracing 

service—as much in the preservation 

and restoration of old rings of antiquarian 
interest as in the installation of new.

B E L L  F O U N D E R S
A N D

C L O C K  M A K E R S

C R O Y D O N
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BOURNE, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Moil., Feb. 16, 1953, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes,
A t the A bbey C hurch of SS. Peter and P aul,

A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED SURPRISE MINOR
Being seven 720’s in 16 m ethods: (i) London and Wells, (ii) Beverley, 
Berwick, York, Hexham, Surfleet and Durham, (iii) Cambridge, Ipswich, 
Norfolk, Primrose, Hull and Bourne, (iv) Lightfoot and Rossendale, 
(v) Beverley and Surfleet, (vi) York and Durham, (vii) Cambridge and 
Primrose. Tenor 15 cwt. 1 qr. 4 lb.

C ecil W ade 
A lbert E . Scott 
J ames W . H aw

4
5

Tenor

‘ A rthur W a d e ....................Treble
‘E lizabeth M. T avlor . .  2 
F rederick W. F rench . .  3

Conducted by C ecil W ade.
* First peal in 16 methods.
Rung in honour of the birth of a son to the Rev. and Mrs. D. J. 

Rowlands, of Woodford, Essex, and grandson of the Rev. and Mrs.
D. S. Rowlands, of Bourne.

HISTON, CAM BRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On M on., Feb. 16, 1953, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t the C hurch o f  St . A ndrew ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 7J cwt. in A.
‘ H arold J . F . M uncey ..Treble  

M ichael N. Bland . .  2 
‘ M arie K. R oberts . .  3

D enis J . W oodhams . .  4 
W illiam  J. R idgman . .  5 
C yril A. H urst . .  . .  Tenor

* First peal.
Conducted by W il l ia m  J. R id g m a n .

DODLESTON, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tues., Feb. 17, 1953, in 2 Hours and 29 Minutes, 
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 OXFORD BOB M INOR 
Tenor 8 cwt. in A.
. .Treble G eorge C ase 

‘ J ack T ilstone 
‘ Brian D . T hrelfall

4
5

Tenor

G eorge F. Sperring 
H enry O. Baker . .  . .  2
J ack H ughes ................... 3

Conducted by Brian D. T hrelfall.
* First peal in the method.

W IGTOFT, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tues.,. Feb. 17, 1953-, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of SS. P eter and Paul,

A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR 
Being two extents of St. Clement's, two extents of Single Oxford, three 
extents of Plain Bob. , Tenor 16 cwt.

*J. M alcolm F ranklin . .  4 
R obert J . T oynton . .  5 
R onald P adley . .  . .T e n o r

Ed w in  F isher  ....................Treble
Leslie  H. T a y l o r ..................2
J oseph  W . Baily . .  . .  3

Conducted by R onald P adley.
* First peal ‘ inside.’
Rung as a welcome peal to the new Vicar, the Rev. J. F. Rigg.

HANDBELL PEAL
BRISTOL.

THE BRISTOL UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.
On Tues., Feb. 17. 1953, in 1 Hour and 40 Minutes,

In the Belfry of the C hurch of St . M ichael.
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR

Being seven extents, five different.
J e a n n e tte  A. R ose . .  . .  1— 2 | A lan  E. P e d le r  . .  . .  3— 4 

D av id  J. M a r s h a l l  . .  5— 6 
Conducted by D av id  J. M a rs h a l l .

BANSTEAD, S U R R E Y .—O n Jan. 24th 1,264 Plain 
Bob M ajor : R . Parsons 1, R. H arbour tfirst quarter)
2, Joyce Fishlock 3, Jill Brittain 4. N. H obden 5, A. E. 
Cheesman 6, H . N. Pitstow (cond.) 7, A. J. Adams 8. 
F irst in the m ethod for 1 and 3.

BILTON, W A R W IC K S.—A t St. M ark’s Church, on 
Feb. 15th, 1,260 Grandsire D o ub les : J. W . Phillips 1, 
W . E. Burnell 2, Miss P. Burnell 3, Miss R . M. Cooper
4. J. A. Tole (cond.) 5, P. C. Taylor 6. F irst quarter
1 and  6. First ‘ inside ’ 2 and 4. A  birthday com­
pliment to  M r. P. C. Taylor.

B U R FO R D , OXO N .—O n Feb. 8th. 1,260 Grandsire 
T rip les : Miss J. M . H itchcock 1. T. J. V. Search 2, 
Miss E. M. Bridges 3, F. W . Sodcn 4, J. J. W estma- 
cott 5, M. J. Collett 6, W . J. Dixon (cond.) 7, L. 
Jewell 8. A  birthday com olim cnt to the foreman, 
Mr. W . J. D ixon.

CHOLSEY, BERK S.—On Feb. 7th, 1,260 G randsirc 
D oubles : B. Hill-Bald win 1, F . Smewing 2, J. N. 
Money (first as cond.) 3, G . G arlick 4, J. Taylor 5,
H . Eccott 6. R ung as a wedding anniversary compli­
m ent to Mr. and  Mrs. G. G arlick and M r. and Mrs. 
P. Fletcher.

C LE W ER , BERKS.—On Feb. 15th, 1,260 Doubles 
(480 Plain Bob, 780 G randsire) : R . C rook (first quar­
ter) 1, Monica H oward 2, A. Bird 3, W . Buller 4. 
J. Brooks (cond.) 5, R. Purchase 6. Rung on the 12th 
birthday o f the treble ringer.

D EBEN H AM . SU FFO LK .—O n Feb. 14th, 1,260 Sted­
man Triples : G . W . Pipe 1, J. Bennett (cond.) 2, 
R. E. Lester (first quarter in method) 3, H . D. Lister
4. W . J. Button 5, C. W . P ipe 6, G. A. Blaxcell 7. 
R. W . Steward 8. A  birthday com plim ent to  the 
conductor.

ELLA N D , Y O RK S.—On Feb. 7th. 1.260 Grandsirc 
T rip les : H . R oberts 1, A. W . Bond 2, Rev. A. L. 
Minns 3, A. Rogers 4, S. A. Jaine 5, A. R othery 6. 
J. Pearson (cond.) 7, A. Hinchcliffe 8. Also 1,280 K ent 
Treble Bob M a jo r: H. R oberts 1, A. R othery 2, A. 
Rogers '3 , F. L infoot 4, S. A. Jaine 5, A. H inchdiffc
6, J. Pearson (cond.) 7, A. W . Bond 8.

F A R N  BO ROU G H. H A N TS.—On Feb. 1st, 1,260 
G randsire D oubles : R. V. W help’on (first o f  Grandsire 
away from tenor) 1, G. S. Joyce (cond.) 2, K. H. 
Treweek 3, R . E . W oods 4. R . C . Turner 5, T . Page 6.

G U IL D F O R D . SU RREY .—At S. N icolas’ Church, 
on  Feb. 8th, 1,260 G randsire Triples : Miss J. Marshall
I , E . A. Etheridge 2, Miss Y. E. Eloie 3. Miss Ann Cox 
(first with a  bob  bell) 4, S. Breeze 5. C. Hazelden 
(cond.) 6, R . K enw ard 7. L. B. Luing 8.

H E M IN G FO R D  ABBOTS. H U N TS.—On Feb. 8th, 
a t St. M argaret’s, 1,320 Y ork Surprise M inor : G . L. 
Perkins 1. E. J. Parish (first quarter in method) 2,
F. R . N icholls 3, F . W arrington (cond.) 4. A. Clements
5, H . S. Peacock 6. Also on  Feb. 15th, 1,32ft Cam­
bridge Surprise M ino r: J. R . G . Spicer 1. F . W arring­
ton  (cond.) 2. G. D. W hitehead (first quarter o f Sur­
prise) 3, G . L. Perkins 4. F . R. Nicholls 5. H. S. 
Peacock 6.

Q U A R T E R  P E A L S
H ERSHA M . S U R R E Y .—O n Feb. 4th, 1,260 G ranu- 

sire T rip les : Miss L. King 1, W . Simmond* 2, Miss 
J. Smith 3, J. King 4, B. Calcom be 5. J. Brent 6,
F . J. D odson (cond.) 7, W . Massey 8. Rang half- 
muffled in memory of the late W . G uy, verger at the 
church, who was crem ated earlier the same day.

H ESTON, M ID D LX .—O n Feb. 15th, 1,260 Stedman 
Triples : F. Blondell 1, W . W . W ebb 2, B. A. Rose
3, D. HoweHs (first quarter in m ethod) 4, G. W. 
Morris 5, W . W inter 6, W . A. Lewis (cond.) 7, J. 
M oore 8. Rung half-muffled in memory o f Mr. J. 
Cobb, for many years a H eston rfnger.

H O LLO W A Y , N .—A t St. Mary M agdalen, on Feb. 
8th. 1,260 G randsire T rip les : Miss P. J. Leaning 1. 
R . Newman 2, E. F. P ryor 3. Miss D. A. Devcrell 4,
A . F. Lancaster 5, R . H. Begrie (cond.) 6, G . C. 
Briggs 7, M. W . Barnard 8.

H U N T IN G D O N .—A t All Saints’, on Feb. 8th, 1.440 
Bob M in o r : Mrs. G. D  W hitehead (first quarter) 1.
H. B. Bull 2, G. D. W hitehead 3, J. R . G . Spicer 4, 
H  S. Peacock 5, S. G ilbert (cond.) 6.

ISLEW O RTH . M ID D LX .—O n F eb 15th, 1,440 
A lbanian Surprise Royal : Miss E. Farrell 1. Miss J. 
Pett 2, Miss M. Jackson 3, Mrs. C. J. Mathhcws 4, 
Mrs. O. L. Rogers 5, S. C roft 6, F . D. Bishop 7, 
J. Mayne 8, F . J. M atthews 9, H . W . Rogers (cond.) 
10. First in the m ethod by all.

LIV ERPO O L.—At the Church o f the Emmanuel, 
Everton, on  Feb . 6th, 1,260 G randsire D oubles : Miss 
E Davies 1, T. Riley 2, Mrs. W . Henshaw 3, T. 
Larkey 4, C. Henshaw (cond.) 5, T. E. Radcliffe 6. 
F irst quarter 1, 3 and 6. An 80th birthday compliment 
to W . Larkey, father o f  N o. 4.

LO N D O N .—At St. Bartholom ew-the-Great. Smith- 
field, on Feb. 15th, 1,260 G randsire Doubles : P. R. 
Parry 1, H . Howson 2, I. M. Parry 3, W . Forrester 4.
E. J. Rowe (cond.) 5. F irst quarter since the rehang­
ing of these bells. Rung by the Stam ford Hill band.

LU TO N , BEDS.—On Feb. 15th, 1,260 Plain Bob 
R oyal : C . M ann 1, A. D ay 2, V era Look 3. W . 
Bottrill 4, A. R ushton 5, J. Scott 6, A. Smith 7, H. 
W ood 8, H . Burton (first as cond.) 9, R . K endall 10. 
First o f Royal by 2 and 6. R ung as farewell to  Miss 
Vera Look, who is going back io  Somerset.

M AN G OTSFIELD, BRISTO L.—O n Feb 15th, 1,260 
G randsire Triples : C. Beakcs 1, Miss B. Poole 2, Mrs. 
N. D art 3. M. Jefferies 4, W . Richings 5, P.C. W . 
W ayman (first of Triples) 6, J. G. Jefferies (cond.) 7. 
C. E. Jefferies 8. A b irthd-y  com plim ent to  the treble 
ringer.

N O R T H A M PT O N —At the Church o f the Holy 
Sepulchre, on Feb. 15th. 1,260 G randsire Triples :
B. J. Townsend (14, first of Triples) 1. T. Tcbbut 
(cond.) 2, W . Ashby 3, F. Burgess 4. J. A. Townsend
5, T . D eacon 6. G. Room e 7, E. Baldwin 8. Arranged 
fo r J. A. and  B. J. Tow nsend, o f  Armitage. Staffs.

PR IST O N , SOM ERSET.—O n Feb. 15th, 1,260 G rand­
sire Doubles : E. Lippiattc (13) 1, E. CoHnock 2, 
R . O. Fry 3, Miss E. Bond 4, E. T . P. Field (cond.)
5, A. Butt 6.

R E A D IN G , BERK S.—A t the Church o f St. M ary, 
on  Feb. 15th, 1,280 Y orkshire Surprise M ajor : J. N . 
D iserens 1, Miss M. A. Swann 2. Miss N . E. Swann 3, 
Miss A. B. Diserens 4, F . W . Lewis 5, C . Pullen 6,
E. W . Colley 7, N. J. Diserens (cond.) 8. First in 
m ethod for 6 and 7.

SOU TH A M PTO N .—O n Feb. 1st, a t the Church of 
St. Mary. 1,259 G randsire Caters : P. Page 1, J. R. 
Faithfull 2. D. Brown 3. D. C. Williams 4, Miss N. 
Leahy 5, Miss K. Knight (first on 10) 6, W . G. Glasspool
7, J. W . Faithfull 8, C. H. K ippin (cond.) 9, M. J. 
Butler 10. Rung as a  farewell to  D ennis Brown on 
joining H .M . Forces.

SOU TH G ATE, M ID D LX .—On Feb. 15th, 1,299 Sted­
man Caters : W . J. Bowden 1, Miss M . A. Prockson,
2 Miss E. M. Fadden 3. A. W . Coles 4, W . D. 
Prockson 5, S. G. Peck 6. N. A. Tom linson 7, J. W . 
Euston 8, S. W ade (cond.) 9, R. H . Begrie 10. A 
birthday com plim ent to  Miss E. M. Fadden.

SW IN D O N , W ILTS.—O n Feb. 10th, a t Christ 
Church. 1.260 Stedm an T rip les : P. Anger 1, Miss P. 
M anning 2, C. Savage (first of Stedm an) 3, G. W . 
Townsend 4, E. J. Berry 5, W . B. Kynaston (cond.)
6, R. G. Townsend 7, W . W . T. Daniell 8.

U PPER  CLA PTO N, E .—At the Church o f  St. M at­
thew, on Feb. 15th, IT,260 Plain Bob M inor : Miss N. 
H ales 1. J. Hales (first ‘ in s id e ’) 2. Miss G . L. Fris- 
well 3, J. A. H ales 4. R . K. C. W ilkings 5, D . N eal 
(cond.) 6, C. F. Neal 7. First in method for 1 and  2.

W ALPO LE ST. A N D R EW , N O R FO LK .—On Feb. 
7th. 1.440 M inor (720 Oxford Treble Bob, 720 Plain 
B o b ): C. Cousins 1. W . Cousins 2, S. G . Elsey 3, H . 
Follen 4. W . R . W iskin 5, E. H. M aslin (cond.) 6. 
A  21st birthday com plim cnt to  Miss P am  Peel, a mem­
ber of th? local band.

W EST W ICK H A M , K EN T.—O n Feb. 8th, 1,272 
Surprise M inor (720 Y ork and 552 Norwich) : Anne 
Holmes 1, B arbara Mitchell 2. L. W . G. Skinner 3, 
A. S. R ichards 4, R . Bird (cond.) 5, J. Cannell 6. 
First extent o f York fo r all except conductor.

W IC K  W A R . GLOS.—O n Feb. 12th, 1,260 G rand­
sire Doubles : Insp. J. W . Adshead 1, P .C . W . W ay­
man 2, P.S. N . J. G ibson 3, Ex-P.S. C . R . H arding 
4, S.C. G . Mizen 5, P .C . W . F. Scudam ore (cond.) 6. 
Rung half-muffled by members o f the Gloucestershire 
C onstabulary as a tribute to  the late Mr. W . E. W ake­
field. Chief Superintendent o f  Police, G loucester City.

Y O RK .—A t the M inster, on Feb. 16th, 1,260 G rand­
sire T rip le s : Miss P. M. Reeves 1, F . A tkinson 2,
H. W alker 3, D. Forth  4, J. E. Dews 5, H. Fordea
6, S. H. Steel (cond/) 7, J. Bower (first quarter) 8. 
Rung to  welcome H .M . Judges o f Assize to  the city. 
Miss Reeves is the first lady to ring a quarter peal 
at the M inster.
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SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION 
New Secretary for Western Division

The annual meeting of the Western Division 
was held at Heene on February 14th. Ringing 
commenced at 3 at Heene and the neighbouring 
tower of West Tarring. Canon Wilkinson con­
ducted the service, at which he taught those 
present a new bell-ringers' hymn from the latest 
edition of ‘ Ancient and Modern,’ which was 
very much appreciated.

An excellent tea was provided by the Canon, 
who was thanked in conjunction with the 
organist when he had to leave to take evensong.

At the meeting which followed, the Master of 
the County Association (Mr. S. E. Armstrong) 
presided. Members stood in silence as a mark 
of respect for William Avann and Sidney Ansell. 
after which six new members were elected.

The report and balance sheet were adopted, 
the latter showing a  steady increase in reserves.

The following officers were elected: Ringing 
Master, Mr. R. P. W ood; secretary, Mr. W. L. 
Weller; committee, Mr. E. Treagus and Mr. 
R. P. W ood; auditor, Miss S. Richardson.

Mr. R. P. Wood voiced the opinion of the 
division when he said that they were sorry that 
Mr. Treagus was giving up the secretaryship. 
He thanked Mr. Treagus for his very efficient 
work, which he said had been of a very high 
standard. The meeting was shown a toilet set 
in a leather case by M r. R. G. Blackman, 
who proposed that it should be sent to Mr. 
Treagus when the latter’s initials had been 
engraved upon it.

The meeting approved of a grant being made 
to Itchingfield for the renovation of their bells, 
and the business closed with a vote of thanks 
to Mr. White for arranging the tea, and to Mr. 
Armstrong for presiding.

RINGING RHYMES
No. 14a. ‘ Double Norwich Court Bob M ajor ’

(Concluded)
Analysis of D.N. will reveal 
A most amazing fact. And you may feel 
You’ve, been misled; since you were told its 

kind
Is ‘ plain hunt ’ ; when, in fact, we now shall 

find
All bells (save Treble) work on T-B plan.
(Let’s try to put this simply, if we can !)
Arriving at the ‘ lie ’ or at the ‘ lead ’—
(It helps to draw the blue line as you read) 
Unless the Treble’s there, you dodge twice. Then 
A whole pull make and then dodge twice again. 
But if the Treble’s there, this you can’t do. 
So, whole pull first, then double dodge, for you ! 
But now suppose you’d dodged twice, (then 

whole pull)
And try to finish off this work, (called ‘ Full ’) 
But Treble comes, last dodges to prevent,— 
You’ll have to leave them out, and be con ten t! 
From  dodging, (whether on the front or back) 
On T-B path proceed along your track.
But if the Treble’s met, (save in four/five) 
You’ll change this T-B path ; so look alive ! 
If, just as you’ve left ‘ Full work,’ Treble’s met. 
Omit next dodge and to ‘ Far Places ’ get ! 
But if she’s turned you ‘ off ’—‘ Near Places ’ 

make,
(With dodge at end). Then off, to ‘ Full Work ’ 

take.
The Bob is sixth’s place. Back bells dodge 

thrice more !
The Single—sixth’s and seventh’s. Eighth as 

before.
A. Y-B.

(N ext: * Cambridge Surprise.’)

MIDDLESEX COUNTY 
ASSOCIATION 

Twenty-one New Members Elected at 
Edmonton

A mixed company attended the N orth 
and East District meeting held at All 
Saints’. Edmonton, on February 14th, as whilst 
there were members from seven affiliated towers 
present, the company welcomed ringing friends 
who included A. G. Cooke (Bampton, Devon), 
R. Currie (Winchester Cathedral) and J. Hartless 
(Ringwood). A very warm welcome was ex­
tended by the Vicar, the Rev. S. W. Knight, 
once an active ringer, who conducted a 
shortened evensong service during which he sur­
veyed with thankfulness the amount of restora­
tion work to the church fabric and now near­
ing satisfactory completion.

At the business meeting presided over by 
Mr. A. W. Coles, vice-president, 21 new mem­
bers were elected to the Association, they being 
Mr. and Mrs. W. George (Edmonton), J. M. 
Anthony, B. J. Graves, B. W. Huntley, J . G. 
Pitcher. D. J. Priest, C. W. Simpson, C. E. 
Slade, j .  Waters, Miss M. C. Howe and Miss
B. L. Huntley (Harrow), A. Fudge, N . Fudge, 
M. King, T. Ryman, D. T. C. Smith (Kings­
bury), W. Riddleston, A. Robson, E. J. Rowe 
and Miss P. Lentz (Stamford Hill). An amount 
of 11s. 6d. was collected for the Bells Restora­
tion Fund.

Thanks were accorded to the Rev. S. W. 
Knight, to Mr. P. J. Coward and to his mother 
and other lady helpers at tea time for their 
parts in ensuring a successful meeting. Ringing 
in the tower comprised a good variety 9f 
methods and included a ‘ surprise ’ touch of Erin 
Triples, ably brought round by D. Beard, a 
promising young conductor. T. J.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH
I

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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Our readers will extend their congratulations 
to Mr. Albert Walker on ringing his 500th peal 
on 12 bells. It is without parallel in the annals 
of the Exercise.

A Scotsman, sitting in his 
own home in Edinburgh, 
overheard Newport (Salop)
Parish Church bells being pealed and was so 
taken aback that he asked what they were. He 
was holding a telephone conversation with a 
Newport business man who lives close to the 
Parish Church, and the bells were being pealed 
at the time. What made it all the more sig­
nificant was that it was Hogmanay which the 
Scot thought Salopians did not celebrate.

In ringing her first peal at Barkby, Leics, on 
February 14th, Miss M. Taylor became the first 
lady to ring a peal in the tower.

The use of initials instead of full names can 
lead to confusion. The ‘ G. P.’ referred to in 
the tour of South Lincolnshire is Geoffrey Paul 
and not Geoffrey Parker.

The peal at Cottenham, Cambs, reported this 
week, was a 21st birthday compliment to Miss 
Christine Dunnington, of St. Ives, Hunts. Her 
father is a regular Sunday service ringer at St. 
Ives.

In connection with the fourth centenary of the 
Royal Grammar School, Guildford, on May 
20th. there will be special ringing for the 
thanksgiving service at 11 a.m. Any old boys 
who are interested are asked to communicate 
with the Editor.

A big surprise came to Michael Lakin, a 14- 
year-old ringer at Winchester Cathedral, on 
February 14th. At 11 a.m. he was asked to 
stand in his first peal at North Stoneham that 
day and, according to the conductor, Mr. R.
A. Reed, he and Beryl Pittaway (13), who was 
also having her first introduction to peal ring­
ing. rang extremely well. They travelled down 
with Mr. W. Parrott, who, during the peal, sat 
in the church and checked every call and part- 
end and also timed each part. Steady ringing 
was required on the fourth where there was no 
stay.

BELFRY GOSSIP The first peal on the aug­
mented eight bells at Snaith 
Priory Church took place on 

February 14th. The band included Mr. Wil­
liam King, who rang in the first peal on the 
six bells on October 14th, 1911. In addition, 
Mr. King, along with Messrs. W. Graves, J. J. 
Taylor and Leslie M. Woodhead. took part in 
the last peal on the six bells on May 12th, 
1950.

On Candlemas Day (February 2nd) the York 
Minster Society commenced its centenary year.

Memorial peals appear in our columns this i 
week to Dr. J. C. E. Simpson and Mr. S. J. 
Hector.

The Standing Committee of the Central 
Council’s recommendations on Coronation Day 
ringing will appear in our next issue.

We have an interesting list of 200 peals in 
the office without the identity of the sender at­
tached to the sheet. Any claimants?

The oldest former member of the Central 
Council living is probably Mr. Joseph Ashmole, 
of Northwich, who celebrated his 90th birthday 
on February 5th. He has been a ringer for 
75 years.

Congratulations to Mr. John Cragg, of Cay- 
thorpe. Lincs. who rang the seventh to a peal of 
Grandsire Triples in his own tower on February 
11th. as he did for his first peal 50 years before 
in the same method. The only other survivor is 
Mr. John Paley, of Timberland.

Unnecessary delay occurs when communica­
tions intended for publication are sent to. the 
convener of ‘ The Ringing World ’ Committee. 
These should be addressed to the Editor. Will 
those sending in peals please write on one side 
of a sheet of paper and if a quarter peal is en­
closed write it on a separate sheet. There is 
no saving of paper ae the peals and quarter 
peals have to be copied out.

TH E W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL F O U N D R Y

ESTABLISHED
1570

MEARS & STAINBANK
at

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E.l
Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

FOUNDERS OF THE NEW RING OF TWELVE FOR LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL
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HANDBELLS BELL ROPES MUFFLES 
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DONCASTER PARISH CHURCH CENTENARY
Fire of February 28th, 1853, Recalled

IT would be hard to imagine Doncaster without its 
Parish Church. The traveller by rail, journeying 

north from King’s Cross, looks out from  his carriage 
window to see its great tower dominating the town, and 
from the G reat North R oad the view is of a  building 
magnificent and commanding. It was so in centuries 
past and still is to-day.

But anyone who got up late on Monday morning,
February 28th, 1853, would have been greeted with the 
shocking news that the church had been burned down 
in the night. It is unlikely, however, that many people 
at Doncaster were up late that morning. Thousands 
were in the nearby streets in the small hours, where the 
blaze of light from the burning church was so intense 
that you might have seen to pick up a pin from  the 
pavement.

It was a t ten minutes past one that the cry, * Fire!’ 
was first raised. By four o ’clock it had spent its fury 
and the church was in ruins. ‘ An immense multitude 
had assembled. They were awed into perfect silence.
Not a voice was heard. Tears fell from many an eye.
They stood with amazement, and half-frenzied with 
sorrow. The temple of their forefathers was gone.’

The bells had crashed into the ruins and melted in 
the blaze below. Four tons of melted bell metal was 
found in the tangled mass of masonry. The organ was 
totally destroyed—that noble instrument of which Dr.
Edward Miller, a pupil of Dr. Burney, who was friend 
of the great Dr. Johnson, had been organist for 52 
years. Miller was not only an organist and a  composer, 
but a literary figure and historian of Doncaster. But he 
is most famous as composer of the tune ‘ Rockingham,’ 
to which is sung the hymn, * When I survey the 
wondrous cross.’

DECISION TO REBUILD 
, The sorrow a t the destruction soon turned to resolu­

tion. A public meeting was held in the Guildhall on 
March 7th, presided over by the Mayor. The following is one resolu­
tion which was passed: ‘ That this meeting, deeply deploring the loss 
which the town has sustained by the almost total destruction of the 
Parish Church by fire, deem it necessary that measures be adopted for 
the immediate rebuilding of a Parish Church.’

At a  first meeting of collectors on March 11th! it was announced 
that the subscriptions already promised totalled £8,050. By March 24th 
the total was £14,000. Gifts had been received from near and far, from 
the Archbishop of York and from Her Majesty the Queen. The total 
cost of rebuilding was £45,128 4s. 5d.

The services of the most notable church architect in the country, 
Sir George Gilbert Scott, were obtained, and on the first anniversary 
of the fire the foundation stone of the new building was laid by the

■■ . ' ■ ■■■■'

DONCASTER PARISH CHURCH TO-DAY

Archbishop of York. Just over four and a half years later, on October 
14th, 1858, he was back again to consecrate the new church.

FACELESS CLOCK
The new ring of eight bells, tenor 301 cwt., had been recast by 

Warner and Sons, reconstituted in part from the recovered bell metal 
found in the ruins. A powerful clock was placed in the tower, which, 
together with its unusual chimes, had been designed by Mr. Beckett 
Dennison (later Lord Grimthorpe), who also designed Big Ben. The 
Doncaster clock started striking on October 23rd, 1858, and Big Ben 
in November of the same year, so for a very few weeks Don­
caster could claim the greatest clock in the country. But unlike Big 
Ben, this clock has no face.

The successor to Dr. Miller as organist, Jeremiah

f  Rogers, was determined that the new Doncaster organ 
should be the best possible. So Edmund Schultze (whose 
work was known in England through his exhibit at the 
Great Exhibition of 1851) came over from Weimar to 
build the great five manual organ, which was for many 
year's the largest in the country. While it was being 
constructed many organ builders came to Doncaster to 
see the work which was being done; and its influence 
on the development of organ building in this country 
has been considerable. It was first played in September, 
1862.

ON THE AIR 
The bells which were placed in the tower of 1858 were 

recast by John Taylor and Co. in 1939, and rededicated 
in March, 1940. All who have heard them agree that 
they are a  magnificent ring, with a tenor of 30 cwt. 
17 lb., almost exactly the same weight as the previous 
bells. During the past year they have been heard on 
the occasion of a broadcast service from Doncaster 
and, more recently still, for a very short space ot time 
a t the beginning of a televised service. Anyone who 
did not hear them on either of these occasions will 
have yet another opportunity in May of this year, 
when the service from Doncaster is again to be broad­
cast.

THE RUINED CHURCH AFTER THE FIRE OF FEBRUARY 28th, 1853

HALF PEAL
WELLS, SOM ERSET—At the Cathedral on Feb. 7th, 

in 1 hour 55 mins., 2.583 Stedman Caters: Edward J. 
Chivers 1. Percy W. Hall 2, Albert M. Tyler (cond.) 3, 
David J. King 4. George W. Massey 5. George Prescott 
6, Victor Savage 7, Harry J. Sanger 8, Roger O. Fry 9, 
Leonard Derrick 10.



138 THE RINGING WORLD February 27, 1953

ABBEY RINGERS’ PART IN CORONATION CEREMONY
Bells To Be Fired As Queen Is 

Crowned
By JOHN SHAND 

(Reproduced by permission of ‘ Manchester 
G uardian ’)

B :ELL-RINGERS will be busy on Corona­
tion Day. The day would not seem com­

plete without the cheerful noise of church bells 
ringing. It is a traditional English noise and 
will sound in belfries large and small from St. 
Paul's Cathedral to the remotest village church.

A proud band of ringers will be those Lon­
don members of the Ancient Society of College 
Youths who serve Westminster Abbey. High up 
in the belfry tower, unseen, unseeing, they will 
patiently pass the hours from early morning 
awaiting the signal which will come about mid­
day to tell them Queen Elizabeth II. has been 
crowned. For a t the moment of crowning, the 
climax of the service, they must ‘ fire ’ the 
bells, a joyous clanging of all the bells by pull­
ing the ropes simultaneously. After a few 
minutes of this exuberant noise another signal 
will silence the bells again until all ceremony 
is ended and the crowned Queen prepares to 
show herself to her loyal subjects in the streets. 
Then the Abbey bells will sound once more, 
roaring over the roof-tops, shouting the news 
to  the people below : The crowned Queen is 
come 1

That will be the moment the bell-ringers have 
waited for, then they will really let themselves 
g o ; nor will they stop ringing until the evening. 
For they will ring the bells as becomes (hose 
who belong to the oldest society of English bell- 
ringers. The Abbey band of eight ringers will 
certainly attempt to ring a complete peal, prob­
ably a peal of Stedman Triples which, if its
5,040 changes are well and truly rung, without 
slip or error, will be proudly recorded on a wall 
tablet, as are other complete peals previously 
rung in honour of a royal day. The tablet of 
April 26th. 1923, for example, records that in 
honour of the marriage of Prince Albert Fredk. 
Anthony George, Duke of York, and the Lady 
Elizabeth Angela Marguerite Bowes-Lyon, 
‘ there was rung a peal of Cambridge Surprise 
Major, consisting of five thousand and fifty-six 
changes in three hours and twenty-four minutes.’ 

INTO THE BELFRY
It is a long climb to the Abbey ringing cham­

ber up a narrow, winding staircase, rather like 
mounting a high castle tower. If you want to 
see how high, without the fatigue of climbing, 
stand in Victoria Street and look up a t the 
north-west tower; the ringing chamber is be­
hind the clockface. If you then walk into the 
Abbey by the west door and look left as you 
enter the little, secretive, arched opening in the 
wall behind the Marquis of Salisbury’s tomb 
and facing the huge monument to Lord Howe 
erected in *759 by ‘ the Province o f Massa­
chusetts in New England ’ is the entrance to 
the staircase. There are 164 steps to mount.

If the eight bells of the Abbey are in motion 
by the time you reach the belfry the noise, of 
course, is deafening. But what may make you 
giddy is the swaying of the whole tower in 
obedience to the swinging tons o f metal, a 
motion marked enough to make the stranger 
momentarily cling to the walls and, if he peeps 
through the open parapet, to give him a 
vertiginous sensation that the ground so far 
below is moving too. After being thus rocked 
by the bells for a few minutes, it seems alto­
gether more comfortable in the ringing chamber.

Even more gingerly than you climbed up the 
dark swaying staircase, you descend, gratefully, 
into the lighted ringing chamber, where the 
noise of the bells is muted, and the tower does 
not seem to sway so much, to watch the friendly 
gentlemen at the ropes calmly ringing the bells 
in that fascinating ordered sequence which 
makes English bell-music unique in sound and 
composition.

The conductor of the Abbey band of ringers 
is Mr. H. N . Pitstow, a  cashier; his seven 
companions are Mr. H. Belcher, draughtsman, 
Mr. J. F. Smallwood, printer, Mr. J. Philips, 
painter, Mr. A. B. Peck, Mr. W. S. Langdon 
and Mr. W. H. Pasmore, whox are all three 
retired from business, and Mr. H. Langdon, 
shipping agent, who also conducts the ringers 
of St. Paul’s Cathedral, and who once con­
ducted the longest peal ever recorded, a peal 
of Stedman Caters, 21,363 changes, in just over 
twelve hours.

These bell-ringers at the Abbey have a long 
lineage. A Patent Roll of 1255 records the 
King's grant of one hundred shillings a year to 
the Brethren of the Guild of Westminster ‘ who 
are appointed to ring the great bells,’ and the 
grant lays down that the Brethren are ‘ to 
enjoy all privileges and free customs they have 
enjoyed from the time of Edward the Confes­
sor,’ a statement that implies a respectable 
ancestry indeed. The descent has not been quite 
perfectly uninterrupted; but that is a misfortune 
which can happen in the best families.

While the Abbey ringers were standing re­
cently by the bell-ropes, waiting to ring a few 
‘ touches ’ after a special service, those who 
were present in 1937 to ring at the Coronation 
of King George VI. recalled the pleasures and 
fatigues of that memorable day, doubly memor­
able because 1937 was also the tercentenary 
year of their ancient society. For the ringers, 
as for the nobility and gentry, Coronation Day 
began at dawn when, loaded with sandwiches 
and flasks of hot tea. they set out from their 
homes to meet a t St. James’ underground

LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH 
ASSOCIATION 

Quarterly Meeting at Merthyr
Those who braved the cold and snow to a t­

tend the quarterly meeting at Merthyr on Feb­
ruary 14th were rewarded with a very enjoy­
able gathering, about 45 visitors and friends 
attending. It was hoped that by holding this 
meeting at Merthyr, local interest would be 
revived as the bells had not been rung regularly 
for about three years. Whether this object has 
been achieved remains to be seen.

Th ringing arrangements were ably conducted 
by .Miss Jacqueline Evans, the popular Master 
of the Association, who saw that the less ad­
vanced got their fair share of the ringing. In 
the unavoidable absence of the Rector through 
sickness the curate, the Rev. Bernard Spurry, 
met early arrivals and extended to them a hearty 
welcome.

The Association’s form of service was con­
ducted by the curate, the singing being led by 
the choir. A bountiful tea was provided in 
St. David’s Hall by the local Ladies’ Guild and 
was much appreciated. On a proposition by 
Mr. A rthur Hoare the ladies were duly thanked.

At the business meeting Mr. Don Clarke re­
ported that a new band had been formed at 
Bassaleg and was very keen. The secretary 
reported that LlandafT Cathedral bells had ar­
rived back but he had no information about 
when they were Sikely to be dedicated. New 
members included the newly-formed Radyr 
band, who, under the tuition of Mr. W. Dare, 
are making very good progress. Those elected 
numbered twelve. One familiaT face was miss­
ing, and the meeting regretted that, owing to 
the state of his health, Mr. J. W. Jones was 
unable to be present. Mr. T. Roderick pro­
posed that a letter of sympathy should be sent 
to him.

The bells were again available after the meet­
ing and were made good use of. If the meeting 
achieves its object it can be said to have been 
very successful.

station. From that point they pushed their way 
in a  body to the annexe built (as it will be 
built again next year) against the West door 
of the Abbey.

GOOD CHEER
Safe upstairs in their ringing chamber the 

ringers made themselves as comfortable as they 
could, resigned to their long wait. They were 
cheered by the presence of a large hamper of 
food from  Dr. Jocelyn Perkins, Sacrist of the 
Abbey, Superintendent of the Belfry, and its 
learned historian. He had not forgotten that 
his ringers would be hungry between seven 
o’clock in the morning and early evening, the 
period during which they could not leave the 
tow er; a  substantial meal was also provided 
for them at the end of the day by the Dean 
and Chapter. Food and conversation and visits 
to the tower roof to enjoy the magnificent view 
of the waiting crowds helped to pass the slow 
hours away.

About midday they got the proper signal and 
‘ fired ’ the bells. Then, about three o ’clock, 
the last signal told them that the service was 
over, and they set out with a will to ring a full 
peal. M r. Pitstow called the peal, as he will 
in June, and they completed their 5.040 changes 
in a  little over three hours. Some of them were 
not content with this triumph, but, tired as they 
were, went along to the Imperial Institute. 
Here, having climbed to the highest ring of 
bells in London, they celebrated the day with 
another hour at the ropes, honouring thus the 
request of the Australian donor that these bells 
should be rung only for some royal occasion.

GUILD of DEVONSHIRE RINGERS 
Meeting of N.W. Branch at Pyworthy

The annual meeting of the North-West 
Branch took place at Pyworthy on February 
14th. when over 30 ringers from Bradworthy, 
Bridgerule, Bude, Okehampton, Plymouth (St. 
Andrew's & Emmanuel), Petrockstowe. Poughill, 
Pyworthy, Stratton and Sutcombe were present.

Many touches were rung during the after­
noon. and the service was conducted by the 
Rector (the Rev. E. P. James), who gave the 
address and a hearty welcome. The Rev. W. H. 
T. Ravenhill (Rector of Sutcombe) read the 
lesson. Everybody was delighted to see the 
president (Prebendary E. V. Cox) looking so 
well. He had come from Carbis Bay and left 
rather early for Ottery.

The tea, provided by local ladies, took place 
in the Rectory barn, after which the business of 
the branch was carried through with Mr. 
Ravenhill*in the chair. The report and balance 
sheet were passed. The accounts showed a 
credit of £5 13s. 2d.

All the officers were re-elected: Rev. W. H. 
T. Ravenhill (chairman), M r. J. W. Sangwin 
(treasurer and secretary), Mr. F. Sangwin (Ring­
ing Master), with Messrs. R. Collacot, F . Sang­
win and Rev. E. P. James (representatives to 
the General Committee). Messrs. H. Heard and
D. Prouse were elected as members of the 
Guild.

It was agreed that the next annual meeting 
be held a t Bradworthy on February 11th, 1954.

Mr. F . C. Smale proposed an omnibus vote 
of thanks to the Rev. E. P. James and the 
local ringers, the organist and the ladies who 
provided such an excellent tea. Some discus­
sion followed concerning what may be done by 
the branch a t the time of the Coronation, and 
it was agreed that Messrs. J. W. and Fred 
Sangwin should arrange for a peal a t Hols- 
worthy within the period.

All the standard methods were rung during 
the afternoon, and a t 6.30 p.m. many ringers 
went to Holsworthy, where touches of Triples 
were brought round
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
RECORDINGS OF EVERCREECH BELLS 

Dear Sir,—The note of appreciation from Mr.
C. A. Bassett in ‘ The Ringing World ’ and men­
tion of our recordings by M r. E. J. Taylor 
(tcently prompt me to write y o u ; firstly on the 
principle of ‘ credit where credit is due ’ and 
secondly to give some indication of what may 
be expected.

Therefore, firstly would I say that the local 
band did not make the recordings. Why, I 
will briefly explain. Our bells had been used 
previously by the B.B.C. and it was found 
that they recorded very w ell; in addition to this 
1 think any of your readers who have._rung on 
them will agree that they are a very fine ring, 
and the Rev. Martin Willson, of the British 
Broadcasting Company, also holds this 
view. So it was that I was approached by this 
g.’ntleman regarding the making of a series of 
records for use on the Light and West Pro­
grammes. At the same time it was suggested 
by him that they should be made at a fairly slow 
pace so that the general public could the more 
easily appreciate the changing of the bells in 
their order as the various touches proceeded. 
(We finally made all the records in this way with 
the exception on ringing on the front six.) A 
series of touches on the ten, the back eight, the 
back six and the front six was arranged, each 
to be complete in itself on one side of a record. 
Further, the touches included Caters. Major. 
Triples. Minor and Doubles.

!t must be fairly obvious that to complete 
such a programme would be no mean task and 
a,keen, versatile band of ringers would be re­
quired. I am very proud of my own band of 
ringers, they are, in the main, young, and are 
learning—may I repeat LEARNING—to ring 
J'ery well, as any who have rung with them will, 
'  think, agree. To expect them, however, to 
cope with such a programme as I have outlined 
was quite out of the question. I therefore 
gathered together a band of ringing friends who 
had experience in ringing the methods required 
and could be expected to strike their bells well 
at the slow beat.

In the first instance I enlisted the help of 
"*r. I- T. Dyke who conducted all the touches: 
other ringers taking part w ere: Mr. and Mrs. 

Kimber. Messrs. R. G. Beck, V. Savage. J. 
?PP- G. W. Massey, E. Chivcrs and P. Hull, 

y th  A. J. White and mvself of the local band.
• wo practices were made of the proposed list 

recordings and finally the records were made. 
Unfortunately the elements did their utmost 
to spoil the show but we did eventually make 
“ Quite pleasing set of records. Recording was 
started on the higher numbers and proceeded 
Qown the scale, the light six coming last. • 
. .J^ e all found this heavy session to be very 

the concentration and care that an effort 
this sort involves has to be experienced to 
appreciated, and I ’m afraid tiredness did 

“gect to some extent one or two of the last 
r~2.rtj  made. The complete list of the final 
-ffotds made is as follows: Stedman Caters. 
yrandsirc Caters. Double Norwich, Stedman 
anH r-5' ^JraJ>dsire Triples. Double Court Minor 
K™ Grandsirc Doubles, these last two rung on 

the front and back six. making nine re­
nts m all. It is probable that only the six- 

Jf: ni>ging will be heard on the Light Pro- 
jr“time at 7.57 on Sunday mornings but. at 
r® 1moment. I am not sure of this. Any of the 
int i m.ay heard on the West Regional as 
future S'gna,s or *or ot*ier purposes in the

conch,,;™ I would like to say a word 
the B.B.C. We in the West enjoy very 
the co-ooeration of the Rev. Martin 

lj.j 'son' the West Regional Director of Re- 
Broadcasting, in all matters relating to

B.B.C. and bellringing, a situation which 
owe in the main to the considerable amount 
Pioneer work put in in this direction by

Mr. J. T. Dyke in building up a good relation­
ship with the B.B.C.

We often read in ‘ The Ringing World ’ 
strong criticism of the B.B.C. May I say that 
I feel it is perhaps too easy to lay blame on 
their shoulders. We might do well to remem­
ber that this body is made up of individuals, 
each of whom has a job to do in a proper 
m anner; moreover in many cases split-second 
timing is essential to perfect results and whilst 
the B.B.C. personnel are near perfect in this 
respect, we, as ringers, in many cases just 
haven’t a clue. I ’m quite sure that if we all 
co-operated to the full we should have little 
cause for grumbling. I would like to know that 
the excellent conditions which prevail in the 
West applied to the whole of the Exercise.— 
Yours faithfully, ,

H. J  SANGER.

LISCARD IMPERIAL BOB
Dear Sir,—With regard to the note at the 

foot of the first column of page 105 of * The 
Ringing World ’ of February 13th, regarding the 
composition for the peal at Liscard. the com­
position. No. 13, is ascribed to Sir A. P. Hey- 
wood in the Central Council Collection of Peals 
of 1904, for Double Oxford, but in the new 
collection of Plain M ajor methods this com­
position is ascribed to H. W. Wilde. It would, 
however, appear that the former is correct, but 
perhaps the compilers of the latter book will 
verify this.—Yours faithfully,

- J. W. GRIFFITHS.
Chester.

KENT MAXIMUS AT ASHTON *
Dear Sir,—It is with uneasiness that these 

lines are penned, for apparently I have been 
misunderstood yet again in my last letter.

The peal of Kent Maximus at Ashton-under- 
Lyne was rung for the local Society, as originally 
recorded. Under 20 peals from Minor to 
Maximus have been rung by the same band as 
rang this peal, but only the latter was for the 
Ashton official body.

I trust that this will clear up the matter, 
and. in view of the probability of being regarded 
as a  general nuisance, would not have written 
again but for two reasons, nam ely:—

(1) Our wish to return the hospitality of the 
Ashton ringers by ringing the peal concerned 
for their Society. (The statement in last week’s 
‘ Belfry Gossip ’ may have caused some con­
sternation.)

(2) After replying to the inquiry which you 
took the trouble to make, confirming that the 
peal in question was rung for the Ashton 
Society and no other besides, I should not like 
you, yourself, sir, to think I had gone back 
on this.

If I have failed again to give a clear account 
‘ There shall be much weeping and gnashing of 
teeth ’ ! !—Yours faithfully,

D. MOTTERSHEAD.
W. Bridgford, Notts.

PEALS OF M INOR AT HORSELL
Dear Sir,—I noticed in * The Ringing World ’ 

of February 13th a footnote to a peal rung at 
Horsell on January 27 th : ‘ Believed to be the 
first peal of Minor on the bells.’ A peal in 
seven methods was rung on June 12th, 1920, 
conducted by H. Chaffey, also a peal in three 
methods (three extents Oxford, three extents 
Kent Treble Bob and one extent Plain Bob) on 
September 3rd. 1924, conducted by G. Gilbert. I 
would not even claim that the seven method 
peal was the first. Probably S. Petter, of Wor- 
plesdon, would know of others.—Yours truly,

H. J. CHAFFEY.
Windlesham.

CALL CHANGE RING ING
Dear Sir,—When writing the notes on this 

subject—‘ The Ringing World,’ November 21st 
last—I was fully conscious of the strictly limited 
confines of interest to be found in this method 
of change ringing.
There must have been many amongst call change 

ringers who have a rudimentary knowledge of 
method ringing and what it means, yet seem to 
hold back when it comes to the point of ‘ hav­
ing a shot at it.’ There is scarcely any limit 
of interest when the first elementary principles 
are mastered.

The letter of the Rev. J. G. M . Scott shows 
clearly the state of affairs that exist in Devon, 
and I offer thanks to him and M r. Taylor for 
the particulars they have given. The rally 
was indeed a memorable occasion; the large 
congregation in the Cathedral and the crowd 
outside, after the service, were wonderful.

I find that my one and only peal in Devon, 
Bob M ajor, was rung on Saturday, December 
27th, 1902. at Heavitree. Your correspondent, 
W. Shepherd, rang the tenor. A footnote to the 
peal sta tes: ‘ Rung half-muffled on occasion of 
interment of Dr. Temple, Archbishop of Can­
terbury. formerly Bishop of Exeter.’—Yours 
faithfully,

GEORGE H. HEAD.
Hanworth, Middx.

CHERWELL SURPRISE MAJOR
Dear Sir,—On perusing through last year's 

‘ Ringing Worlds ’ I came across a method— 
Cherwell Surprise Major—in the issue of 
January 11th, 1952. also a composition to the 
method, both being the product of E. W. Tipler. 
I recognise the figures as being a composition 
of the late Henry Dains, running true to Super­
lative, Yorkshire. Pudsey, New Cambridge and 
Painswick. and published as such in the C.C.C.’s 
publication of ‘ Popular Major Methods,’ peal 
number eleven, page 26.

As Cherwell wasn’t in existence in H. Dains’ 
day, he couldn’t possibly add it to the above 
list, but I very much doubt if M r. Tipler can 
claim it as his original composition. Figures as 
under.

5,088 CHERWELL 5,088 YORKSHIRE, 
SURPRISE MAJOR etc.

H. DAINS 
23456 B M W H  B M W H  
45236 — — — —
25634 — 3 — 3
25346 x — x —
34256 — — — — -
62453 — — — —
35426 — — — — — —.

Can this be clarified, please, with apologies to  
M r. E. W. Tipler?—Yours faithfully,

J. CLEGG.
West Didsbury. Lancs.

‘ THE BRIDES OF ENDERBY ’
Dear Sir.—Could any reader tell me the 

origin of ‘ The Brides of Enderby ’? In Jean 
Ingelow’s ballad ‘ The High Tide on the Coast 
of Lincolnshire, 1571,’ this tune was played by 
the ringers on the bells of Boston Church to 
warn the countryside of impending disaster.

Is there, or was there ever, such a tune, and, 
if so, was the ringing of it on church bells a 
warning peculiar to Lincolnshire, or one used 
throughout the country in times of peril—or 
merely a Victorian ‘ poet’s licence ’?

Incidentally, was it ever recorded how many 
people were drowned in that other Saturday 
night flood, over 350 years ago?—Yours, etc., 

URSULA M. PILKINGTON.
Guildford.

O LD  W IN D SO R , BERK S.—O n Feb. 15th. 1,260 
G randsire T rip les : C . W atson  (aged 12. first quarter)
1, R . Franklin  2, A. Cross 3, W . W elling 4. A. H . 
Bates 5. D. W . Stone (first as cond.) 6. F . R . H . 
Scott 7, G . Coussins 8.

A»-^ » a* *>
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BRISTOL UNIVERSITY SOCIETY REUNION
Facts and Fancies at Annual Dinner

The annual ringing day and dinner of the 
University of Bristol Society was held on 

Saturday, January 31st.
The day’s ringing commenced a t Keynsham 

(8), where we were joined by our visitors from  
Swindon, followed by St. Luke’s, Brislington (6). 
Ringing was continued after lunch a t St. 
Stephen-the-Martyr’s (10), where we were 
pleased to  welcome more visitors, and at St. 
Mary Redcliffe (13), where the secretary of the 
Redcliffe Guild (Mr. E. F . Hancock) voiced a 
welcome to  the Society. St. Michael-on-the- 
Mount-W ithout (6), the U.B.S.C.R.’s home 
tower, was the last of the day, and it was only 
with great difficulty that everyone squeezed into 
the rather small belfry, as also at Brislington 
in the morning.

The Rev. F . C. Vyvyan Jones conducted a 
short service, at which he extended a warm 
welcome to all present, and said how pleased he 
was that the Society had returned to St. 
Michael’s. He envisaged their church becoming 
a  ‘ chapel of the University ’ as the latter spread 
its ‘ tentacles ’ over the parish. M r. Ken Pinney 
was at the organ and Mr. M ark Edwards read 
the lesson.

The venue for the dinner was the spacious 
Senior Common Room of the University Re­
fectory. Unfortunately, for the second year in 
succession illness prevented Professor Piper, 
president of the Society, from attending. The 
chair was taken, in his place, by Prof. R. J. 
Brocklehursf. Forty-six visitors, members and 
guests were present.

After proposing the two toasts, ‘ The Queen ’ 
and ‘ The Church,’ Prof. Brocklehurst welcomed 
the company and explained why he was in the 
chair again this year.

The toast of ‘ The Exercise ’ was proposed 
by the Rector of St. Michael’s, the Rev. F . C. 
Vyvyan Jones. He said his first experience of 
ringing and ringers was at St. Ambrose’s, 
Bristol, when he was appointed curate there. 
He started to learn under the able tuition of 
Mr. F . Skidmore, but he never got very far. 
Perhaps it was the sight of someone proceeding 
heavenwards as the result of a broken stay 
that put him off. He spoke of heaving the 
bells at Bruges and then went on to relate a 
tale of a  ringer looking for Chewton Mendip. 
Having only learnt a little, change ringing 
seemed very complicated to him, and people 
seemed to look at each other * daggers drawn ’ 
while ringing.

THE AGONY COLUMN
His point that ringing seemed to him good 

fo r slimming was taken up by Mr. Jack R. 
W orrail (Master of the Society 1949-50, 1951- 
52), who replied to the toast. Mr. W orrail 
pointed out to  the proposer that they had with 
them in the room a past master of the Society 
upon whose waistline ringing has had little 
effect ! In reply to  a suggestion that this might 
be an opportunity for him to give vent to pent 
up feelings over his mention in the ‘ agony ’ 
column of ‘ The Ringing World ’ recently, Mr. 
Worrall gave, for the benefit of his ‘ well- 
wishers,’ an account of how he spent his time 
and his ringing activities. He regretted he had 
no schoolboy howlers this year—they did not 
seem to make any at his present school. He 
concluded by wishing that the Society would 
continue to flourish.

Miss Heather J. Tesson (hon. secretary) pro­
posed the health of ‘ The Visitors.’ She opened 
by thanking Prof. Brocklehurst for taking the 
chair again at such short notice and mentioned 
that the president (Prof. Piper) seemed fated as 
regards the dinner. To him the Society owed 
a  great deal in one way and another, and she 
knew they would want her to  send a letter 
wishing him a quick recovery. She welcomed 
the Rev. F. C. Vyvyan Jones and thanked him

for making them so welcome back a t St. 
Michael’s. She extended a  welcome to all mem­
bers of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan 
Association present — those from Bristol and 
that large number from Swindon. I t  was rather 
a  curious thing that so many had come that 
distance—and it left one wondering why! It 
was good to see so many old faces back again 
if only to show the newcomers what they had 
missed.

M r. Richard J. Bowden replied to the toast. 
He said he was mistaken at one stage in think­
ing this dinner was strictly limited to members 
only, but was pleased to  see in the notices ‘ All 
ringers welcome.’ He was sure that was the 
reason for such a  large attendance.

R ETURN TO ST. M ICHAEL’S
It was three years ago when he first met the 

Society—at Christ Church, Bristol—and he rang 
his first touch of Stedman Caters. Then and 
ever since he had found the Society very 
friendly. He hoped the Society would forge 
ahead—ring peals and teach learners, and per­
haps the Rector would start to learn again, 
because the more ringing clergymen the Exer­
cise had the better. He wished the Society good 
luck in the inevitable peal attempt a t St. 
Michael’s, where, he was glad to see, the Society 
had returned. But he hoped they would not 
entirely vanish from  the other towers in the 
city, as their presence had a mutual benefit.

Mr. F. G. Leaker (chairman of the Bristol 
City Branch) proposed the toast of ‘ The 
Society.’ He brought greetings from the City 
Branch and was glad to see so many old mem­
bers present. The Society, he said, was having 
a very hard year. They had lost a lot of mem­
bers last summer and it was impossible to  bring 
learners up to peal standard in three years. He 
also was glad to  see them once more back 
to  St. Michael’s. He renewed his offer of 
any help they ever wanted and offered St. 
Thomas’, Bristol, any Sunday they wanted to 
ring there.

Mr. W. H. Trueman at this point stated that 
some of the Swindon party would now have 
to leave to  catch the train. Before they left he 
said how proud they were in Swindon of their 
numerous connections with the Society and con­
gratulated its present Master.

FIREW ORK DISPLAY 
The reply to the toast by the Master (Miss

B. Enid LI. Roberts) was heralded by a fire­
work display (arranged by the chairman of the 
Newport (Salop) Bonfire and Fireworks Com­
mittee!) Unfortunately, my pen is unable to 
do justice to  this speech.

She had consulted, she said, various text­
books on the subject of speech-making and 
consequently knew what to do and what not 
to do, but that did not write her speech. She 
had, however, turned to see what past masters 
had said on similar occasions.

She thanked Bristol ringers—mentioning in 
particular M r. Leaker, Mr. Tyler and Mr. 
Cleaver—for their help and encouragement, also 
the Rector of St. Michael’s ‘ for putting St. 
Michael’s at our disposal. I hope we shall not 
dispose of it too soon.’

Her list of achievements contains some rather 
unusual features. They had not lost a peal, but 
hoped to go for one in the near future! But 
here she was comforted by a past master’s words 
that peal ringing was not the full measure of a 
Society’s success. They had taught some 
learners and she thanked them for their support 
and eagerness.

At their Christmas party there was an un­
believable amount of food left over for 'a 
ringers’ function. A Press article convinced the 
Master, she said, that she was not cut out for 
journalism or to be a photographer’s model. 
There had been more cream buns eaten and less 
handbell ringing done at the practices than ever 
before. Bristol City Ringing School presented 
certificates of proficiency to learners, so Miss 
Roberts concluded by presenting a  stay ‘ well 
and truly broken ’ to its breaker.

So the formality of the evening was over and 
everyone trooped back into the ante-room for 
the more social side—so good for ringing as a 
whole and the area in particular.

Within a Society like ours, where people 
come and are gone again in three years, friend­
ships develop and dinners like this are an 
opportunity to meet our friends again. This 
dinner was a great success—old friends turned 
up and memories came pouring back. Our 
thanks are due to the committee (80 per cent- 
the ‘ weaker sex ’!) for all the organisation and 
all who assisted in many ways. ‘ Ex-K.F.

THE BEVERLEY AND DISTRICT RINGING SOCIETY
Hold Their First Dinner

The Society held its first annual dinner on 
January 31st in the Market Cross Hotel, 
Beverley. Ringers who arrived early took ad­
vantage of the offer to ring on the bells in  St. 
M ary’s Church during the afternoon. Standard 
methods were rung on six to ten.

A few guests were held up by gale damage, 
but managed to get to Beverley in time for 
dinner. Sixty-two guests and members sat down 
to dine. ^

The dinner was followed by speeches and 
entertainment. Mr. D. Fewster opened the 
speeches with a toast to ‘ The Church and 
State.’ His experiences with the Church were 
many, going back to boyhood days in the choir, 
but his only experience with the State was 
when he had to convince two police officers 
that his presence in the belfry, with two young 
learners, was not a  lead stealing operation!

Canon T. H. Tardrew, Vicar of St. Mary’s, 
spoke of the fine chance that was offered by 
the Corporation for the Church and State to 
work in harmony in the country’s greatest 
ceremony.

M r. L. Rodmell, Ringing Master, welcomed 
visitors and other ringing societies. Responding 
for the visitors, the Mayor, Alderman H. R.

Godbold. told the local ringers that their ser­
vices would be required for the town’s Corona­
tion festivities to help with the rest of t”4 
community to make a loud and joyful noise- 

M r. J. Procter, Liverpool, responding f o r  th£ 
ringing societies, spoke of his war-time activities 
with the Beverley and District ringers and read 
a humorous poem he had composed about 
various characters in the local towers.

A country without bells to call people to 
worship was a terrible thought to the Minster 
Vicar, the Rev. R. C. C. Hargreaves. He hope*1 
the day was not far away when every tower W 
the country would be fully manned and nn? 
out simultaneously on Sunday fnornings ana 
evenings. Handbells were always a pleasure t° 
him, especially when rung in church for service- 

The Rev. G. Storer, Hutton Cranswid; 
toasted the chairman, Mr. A. E. Sellers. 3”“ 
quoted passages from a letter written some ye8̂  
ago, when Mr. Sellers first started the Society’ 
interest in the ring that now hangs in Hutto" 
Cranswick Church.

Grandsire Caters on handbells, musical itern3 
by Mr. J. Procter and selections on a  m andolin  
harp by Mr. F. Scholey provided the enter­
tainment.

Community singing and dancing by tjja 
younger members while the older members ",er. 
reminiscent about past peals and bells end*0 
a very pleasant first event.
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THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD
Bishop’s Appreciation of Ringers’ 

Difficulties
On Wednesday, February 4th, a  hot pot 

supper with social evening was held in the 
Co-operative Hall, Hazel Grove, when 103 
members and friends were present. The guests 
included the Lord Bishop of Stockport, the Rev.
E. Taylor (Vicar of Norbury), the Rev. T. 
Lever,'M.C. (Vicar of St. M ary’s, Newton, 
formerly of St. Peter’s, Macclesfield) and the 
Rev. J. Kingdon (general secretary o£ the 
Guild).

Speeches were limited to two, one from the 
chairman, who welcomed the guests, members 
from other branches and the general secretary 
of the Lancashire Association, M r. F . Dun- 
kerley, and a reply from the Lord Bishop, who 
referred to the work of the ringers in the Church 
and said how he in his visits in the diocese 
noted the serious manner in which the ringers 
approached their task, an attitude which might 
well be emulated by others.

As regards the attendance a t service after 
ringing, the Bishop rather surprised the gather­
ing by saying that he usually replied in the 
following terms to people who complained of 
the non-attendance of ringers a t service:
‘ Would you after a strenuous half-hour a t the

■ rope-end be in a fit condition to sit in church 
through an hour or more of a  service?’ This 

|  appreciation of one of the ringers’ difficulties 
in attending service after ringing from a high 
dignitary of the Church must surely evoke a 

. response in his hearers to an appreciation of 
the difficulties of . the parish priest.

The evening proceeded in an informal man­
ner with tune ringing by the Norbury handbell 
ringers, party games, dancing, change ringing 
on handbells, etc. A course of Bob M ajor on 
a set of handbells, tenor size 29, caused some 

. amusement and not a little hard work on the 
Part of the four performers.

The organisation was jointly undertaken by 
members of the Bowdon, Mottram and Stock­
port, and Macclesfield branches of the Guild 
and was aimed at providing the younger mem­
bers with an opportunity for a social evening 
such as their elders enjoy on such occasions as 
'he annual dinner. Since the age of members 
ranged from the eighties down to the very early 
teens and all professed to have enjoyed the 

evening and no youth seemed to have prema­
turely aged, it seems reasonable to suppose that 
the older members have solved the problem of 
Perennial youth. In essence it is: be a ringer 
and associate with young people and then you 
ran never grow old. To see one member of 
toe Guild with a long and distinguished ring­
ing career behind him strenuously ‘ flapping a 
■upper ’ one could believe it.

.A function of this nature could not succeed 
wuhout the unstinted help of the staff of the 
{j, the local ringers, the entertainers (the 
att handbell ringers) and other friends who 
"tended to one or two needs, and before the 
Rational Anthem was sung the secretary of the 
wockport Branch expressed thanks to them all.

Some Thoughts on Coronation Day 
Ringing

rv??e annual meeting of the Bowdon, Stock- 
m I  .anc* Mottram Branch was held at St.

s Church, Stockport, on January 31st, 
Di-p more than sixty members and friends were 
■•-pent. Ringing was enjoyed from early in the 
•rarnoon until service in church conducted by 
inf ■ . h°P of Stockport, who also gave a very 

I ^ P lrin8 address. Tea followed at a nearby 
®eetirfnt* t^en f°H°wed the usual business

of engagements prevented the Bishop 
he l t  u 8 Present at the meeting, so before 
j ii lett he was thanked for his assistance and 

est in the work of the branch. At the

business meeting the officers of the branch were 
re-elected, with the Bishop of Stockport as 
branch president in place of the Rev. W. 
Garlick.

In his report the secretary made reference to 
the passing of King George VI. and to the 
forthcoming Coronation and suggested that as 
many rings of bells as possible should be rung 
on that occasion, bu t care should be taken to 
fit in with the local celebrations, and in par­
ticular he recommended that no ringing take 
place during the time the Abbey service was 
being televised and broadcast. To distract atten­
tion from this solemn service would do a grave 
disservice to the art and bring discredit upon 
the band. Local peals might be attempted where 
the band was capable of doing so, but methods 
well within the capability of the band should 
be chosen.

The report showed a decrease in the member­
ship despite the election of a large number 
of new members, but as the figure did not 
include those whose subscriptions were in 
arrear it was expected that the figure would 
be better when these delayed subscriptions were 
received. In the 28 peals rung in the branch 
area 48 branch members and 24 members resi­
dent outside the branch took part.

There were ten conductors, one ringing his 
first peal {is conductor and eight members rang 
their first peal. Youth continued to be to the 
fore in the branch, and the report applauded 
this and urged members to hand on the tradi­
tion they inherited from  the founders of the 
branch enhanced to  the young members on 
whom depended its future. One of the mem­
bers of the branch, Councillor P. Walton, of 
Stalybridge, had been honoured by his town 
by being elected Mayor, and a meeting of the 
branch was held at his church during the year.

Six new members were elected: Mrs. Hawks- 
ford, Robert Brown, Kenneth Barker, Graham 
Rogers, Fred McDowell and Colin Jones, and 
the election of David A. Edwards prior to a 
peal attempt was confirmed. The members 
stood for a moment in memory of Mr. Charles 
Edwards, who had been a  member of the branch 
for the last 14 years, and whose work in Here­
ford would always be remembered.

The meeting congratulated Mr. S. Hough, 
sen., on the recent family peal at Knutsford, 
and commiserated with Mr. John Wheadon, 
who had lost a peal for his 81st birthday 
through no fault of his own when within a 
hundred changes of the end.

The meeting concluded with a hearty vote of 
thanks to the Bishop, wardens, organist and the 
local band for all their efforts to make the 
meeting a success. Ringing was enjoyed until 
a late hour, ranging from rounds to  Bristol 
Surprise.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
A meeting of the Hunts District was held at 

G reat Staughton on February 14th, and mem­
bers were present from Blunham, Brampton, 
Eynesbury, Godmanster, Holywell, Huntingdon, 
Leighton Bromswold, Little Staughton, Little 
Stukeley, St. Ives and Turvey.

Ringing was fairly good, London, York, 
Ipswich. Beverley, Annable’s, Norwich and 
Cambridge Surprise, and in a lesser degree 
Kent and Oxford Treble Bob. Double Oxford 
Bob. Plain Bob, Stedman and Grandsire Doubles 
being rung.

The visitors were the guests of M r. and Mrs. 
Lack for tea, which was much appreciated. The 
business meeting followed, M r. F . W arrington 
(District Ringing Master) being in the chair. 
Mr. R. F . Baker read the minutes of the pre­
vious Warboys and St. Ives meetings, which 
were duly confirmed.

M r. and Mrs. Lack were thanked for their 
kindness in seeing to  the bodily needs of the 
company. The next meeting is at Gamlingay 
in April.

HEREFORD CATHEDRAL BELLS 
Rehung On Ball Bearings

Hereford Cathedral bells, which have had 
little or nothing done to them for 60 years, 
are being overhauled and rehung on ball bear­
ings by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, and it is 
expected that the work will be completed well 
before Easter.

A ring of ten since 1698, it still contains 
three pre-Reformation bells, the sixth, ninth 
and tenor, and four by Rudhall of 1697/8.

On taking the headstock off the eighth (a 
Mears of 1810), the bell was found to be cracked 
in the crown and has been recast at White­
chapel. The new bell, the gift of a friend who 
desires to  remain anonymous, was dedicated by 
the Bishop of Hereford a t choral evensong on 
February 16th and later was lifted to its position 
in the tower.

The opportunity has been taken to verify the 
legendary weight of 41 cwt. of the tenor. Those 
whose business or interest it is to take note of 
such details may like to know that the stripped 
weight is a  few pounds under 34 cwt.

The work has been made possible by the 
response made to the Dean’s appeal for sub­
scriptions, and in particular by a generous dona­
tion from the Friends of the Cathedral.

COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD 
Southern District’s Annual Social
The Southern District of the Coventry Guild 

held their annual social at Harbury on Feb­
ruary 7th, with Southam and Ladbroke bells 
available in the afternoon. The service was 
held at Harbury' and taken by the Vicar, the 
Rev. Mr. Haitcheson, his address being very 
appropriate for such a meetting. About 30 
ringers and friends sat down to a grand tea 
provided by ladies of the village.

Further ringing took place after tea in a 
variety of methods. Apologies were read from 
M r. Burt, of Leamington, and also from the 
Tysoe tower for non-attendance.

The young band who rang their first peal at 
Hatton were congratulated and thanks extended 
to  the Vicar and all who helped to make the tea 
and social such a glorious success.

With the aid of Mr. Holder at the piano, 
games and dancing went with a swing. Coni- 
munity hymn singing was also enjoyed with 
Mr. Holden (organist and ringer at Ladbroke) at 
the piano.

G reat pleasure was accorded by the presence 
of some members of the Banbury District and 
also the old band of Harbury ringers. A col­
lection was made to defray expenses and after 
these were deducted it was found that a little 
over £1 would be available for the Flood Dis­
tress Fund. R. J. E.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN 
GUILD 

Secretary for 20 Years Resigns
The annual meeting of the Rutland Branch 

was held at Uppingham on February 14th. The 
service was conducted by the Rector, the Rev. 
M r. Woodw’ard, and this was followed by tea 
in the Church Room,

At the business meeting the following officers 
were elected:—President, Mr. R. Scott (Mar­
ket Overton); secretary, M r. E. E. Gibson 
(Market Overton); Guild committee, Messrs. 
Stevens. Green and T ibbutt; Branch committee, 
Messrs. E. A. Stevens. H. W ard and R . Scott.

The accounts showed a balance of £6 15s.
Although there is a revival of interest in the 

Branch, an all-out effort is going to  be made 
to  get all ringers from  every tower in the 
Branch to become members.

A  vote of thanks was given to M r. S. Towell, 
who resigned from the position of secretary 
after 20 years. E. E. G.
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O B I T U A R Y
MR. ROBERT SPERRING

It was with great regret that his many friends 
in the Chester Diocesan Guild heard of the 
death of Mr. Robert Sperring, which took place 
on February 6th. For many years he was one 
of the foremost conductors in the Exercise and 
had rung 592 peals, most of which he had con­
ducted.

M r. Sperring was a native of Farndon, 
Cheshire, and it was here that he learned to 
ring. About 60 years ago he moved to Chester 
and attached himself to the band at St. Mary- 
within-the-Walls. where the bells had just been 
rehung with the addition of two trebles. Here 
Archdeacon Barber, founder and first Master 
o f the Chester Guild, was rector, and M r. Sper- 
ring could tell many stories of this forceful gen­
tleman who so effectively directed its affairs. 
But it was to his native heath that ‘ Bob ’ went 
to ring and call his first peal, one of Grandsire 
Doubles, at Holt, which is separated from 
Farndon only by the River Dee. This was in 
J902.

It was soon apparent that his skill as a ringer 
'and conductor was very much beyond the 
ordinary and later he took part in many notable 
performances. He conducted the first peal of 
Holt’s Original in the district in 1904 and called 
the first peal of Stedman Triples in Chester in 
1906. He took part in the first peals of Sted­
man Caters and Treble Bob Royal for the North 
Wales Association at St. Giles’, Wrexham, in 
1909. His greatest achievement, however, was 
17.280 Kent M ajor at St. Chad’s Over, on 
Ju ly  21st, 1923, in ten hours. This he con­
ducted from the treble. In 1938 he rang his 
500th peal for the Chester Guild at Farndon, 
and became the first to reach that total.

M r. Sperring’s ringing career virtually came 
to an end in 1939. After the war the doctor 
advised him to give it up and very reluctantly 
he  followed this advice and resigned his position 
as captain at St. Mary’s. But he continued to 
attend meetings, where he was warmly wel­
comed, and occasionally rang in short touches. 
He was a life member of the Chester Guild and 
fo r 12 years held office as secretary of the Ches­
ter Branch. He also represented the Guild at 
the Central Council meetings on several oc­
casions.

The funeral service was held at St. M ary’s 
Church and many who had known and admired 
his outstanding skill were present to pay their 
last respects. The Rev. J. Kingdon. secretary 
of the Guild, took the service, which was 
choral, and the bells with which he had been 
so long associated were rung half-muffled. Peals 
were rung to his memory a t Farndon and at 
St. M ary’s. * Bob ’ Sperring will long be re­
membered by all those who knew him, and es­
pecially by the older members of the Chester 

"Diocesan Guild. J. W. C.

EX-SERVICEMAN’S APPRECIATION
Tt was with profound regret that I heard of 

the passing of Robert Sperring. of Chester. 
Especially do I remember the welcome he gave 
to  me as a young soldier stationed at Chester 
during the late war.

I know I alwavs looked forward to service 
ringing and practice night at Old St. M ary’s so 
that I could see the quick movements and hear 
the good advice from this marvellous little man. 
i  am sure that I speak for many ex-Service men 
when I say that the memory of Bob Sperring 
-will always be in our hearts. May he rest in 
peace.

JOSEPH THORNLEY.
Farnworth.

MR. FREDERICK RICHARDSON
Mr. Frederick Richardson died on Thursday, 

February 19th, at Milton Hospital, after a long 
illness. Fred learned to  ring in Oxfordshire 
with his old friend, Mr. Joe Hawkins, a past 
Master of the College Youths. Later, on com­
ing to London, he joined the Society of Royal 
Cumberland Youths and London County As­
sociation. He came to Chatham about 1914 
and started ringing after the 1914-18 war until 
1925.

I first met him about 1938, when I came here 
to reside in this district. The last time we met 
was in 1943, when the ban was lifted. Through 
some of his ringing pals he became a member 
of Rochester Cathedral and Chatham bands. 
F red’s peals totalled over 100. He never kept any 
account of them but they ranged from  Minor 
to Royal, including Superlative Surprise Major. 
He also was one of the few to conduct Double 
Norwich in this district. His last 22 peals for 
the Kent County were mostly conducted by 
myself.

A peal of Grandsire Triples was rung half­
muffled on Saturday, and a wreath sent on be­
half of the Chatham ringers.

W ILLIAM A. J. KNIGHT.

BEVERLEY & DISTRICT SOCIETY
Thirty-five members attended the January 

meeting at St. Mary’s Church, Beverley. This 
fine ring of ten was kept going in standard 
methods during the afternoon, learners getting 
a pull on the front six.

The Rev. G . Storer, R.D., conducted the 
service and gave a short address. The Rev.
A. E. Keyes was at the organ, with the Vicar 
(Canon Tardrew) acting as prompter to  ensure 
continuation of the 150th Psalm after the course 
on the handbells.

The tea and business meeting were held 
in the King’s Head Hotel, presided over by 
M r. A. E. Sellers. Votes of thanks were ac­
corded the three clergymen for their combined 
efforts with the local ringers to make the meet­
ing successful and enjoyable. Canon Tardrew 
replied with some witty remarks on wandering 
clergy and wandering ringers and an honest 
appreciation of the ringing he had heard dur­
ing the afternoon.

Further ringing took place in the evening but 
this was brought to a sudden close when fog 
blanketed the town and stopped the bus ser­
vices. Most of the members managed to get 
home that night but a few had to wait till 
Sunday.

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following donations towards meet­
ing the cost of producing * The Ringing 
W orld ’

Personal.—A. V. Edwards 2s., Billingborough, 
Sleaford Is., All Saints’, Huntingdon, 10s. 6d.,
F. W. 2s.

Peals-—Wye 8s.. Tunstall 2s., Reading 5s., 
Preshute 3s., Huntingdon Is. 6d., Lyme Regis 
10s„ Guildford 3s., Cottenham Is. 6d., Great 
Baddow 4s., Trowbridge 6s., North Stoneham 
3s., Hardwicke 3s., Oswaldtwistle 3s., Dray­
ton 4s.

Quarter peals.-—Walpole St. Andrew Is. 6d., 
Liverpool 5s., Swindon 2s., Holloway 3s., 
Southampton 2s. 6d., Burford 2s. 6d.. Wells 
(half peal) 2s. 6d., Hemingford Abbots Is. 6d., 
Bilton 3s., Mangotsfield 2s. 6d., Isleworth 
2s. 6d„ Southgate 2s. 6d.. Upper Clapton 2s., 
Banstead 3s., Luton 2s. 6d., Heston 2s., Priston 
Is. 6d., Northampton 2s. 6d., York 2s. 6d., Dur- 
leigh and Stockland 2s., Aylestone 2s. 6d.

N O T I C E S  
Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
penny a word, minimum 2s. 6d. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, mini­
mum 3s.

All Notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received on the Monday 

preceding publication.

PUBLICATIONS
‘ CHURCH BELLS AND RINGERS OF 

NORW ICH,’ by A. G. G. Thurlow, 5s. 6d. post 
free from the author, St. Clement’s Rectory, 
3, Colegate, Norwich. An account of the bells 
of one of England’s most historic cities, well 
illustrated with plans, cross sections and pic­
tures. Second edition, much improved; no in­
crease in price.

FOR SALE.—Church Bells of Leicestershire, 
Surrey and Sussex, in good condition. The 
Surrey book contains a list of London bell 
founders. The Sussex book was published in 
1864. What offers?—L. H. Chambers, Upton, 
The Crescent, Frinton, Essex. 2215

COLLECTION OF P L A I N  M A J O R  
METHODS (second edition), with Table of 
First Performances. Price 3s. From Mr. W.
H. J. Hooton, Osmington School, Tring, Herts.

MISCELLANEOUS
OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY. — The 

annual tour will be held in Kent from April 
15th to  22nd, centred at Maidstone. Will old 
members wishing to attend for the whole or 
part of the time communicate without delay 
with F . P. Wright, Roseville, West Mailing, 
Kent. 2195

EXTRA COPIES — It is an advantage if 
those requiring extra copies will send their 
orders a t the time copy of peals or quarter 
peals is submitted.

PEAL CARDS can now be ordered at 5s a 
set of 12, post free (minimum charge). Order 
and remittance must be sent with peal report.

MEETINGS
DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Derby 

District.—Meeting at Sawley (8) on Feb. 28th 
at 3 p.m. 2140

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION — 
Meeting of E. Norfolk Branch at Gorleston-on- 
Sea. Saturday, Feb. 28th. Bells 2.30. Service 
at 4.30. Tea at 5 p.m. 2116

NORW ICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— 
Western Branch. — Meeting, Saturday, Feb. 
28th, King’s Lynn. Service 4.30. Tea shops w 
town. Business after in belfry.—W. J. Eldred, 
Branch Sec., 4, Wellington Street, King’s Lynn.

2166
OXFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —E. Berks 

and S. Bucks Branch. —Meeting at Wooburn, 
Saturday. Feb. 28th, 6 p.m. Subscriptions now 
due.—A. D. Barker, Cambridge, Wexham, 
Slough. 2162

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Syston 
District.—Feb. 28th. Meeting at Mountsorrel. 
Service 4.30. Names for tea, at 5 p.m., to Mr- 
R. Wilmore, 80, Hawcliffe Road, Mountsorrel.

2176
SURREY ASSOCIATION—Southern Dis­

trict.—Monthly meeting, Coulsdon, Feb. 28th- 
Bells (5) 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5. 2132

W INCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 
GUILD.—Winchester District.—Practice meet- 
ing Bishop’s Sutton, Feb. 28th. Bells (5) 2. 
Service 4.15. Tea 5. 2090

W INCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 
GUILD.—Andover District.—Annual meeting. 
Andover (8), Feb. 28th. Bells from  3 n .rn- 
Service 4.30. Tea 5.15.—J. A. Hill. 2161
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LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Practice, Wednesday, March 25th, 7.15 p.m., 
St. Stephen’s, West Ealing (65 bus Ealing Broad­
way to Terminus). No practice February and 
March Christ Church, Ealing. Practice, Mon­
day, March 2nd, 7.15 p.m., St. Mary’s, Lambeth 
Bridge. Everyone welcome. 2170

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Bed­
ford District.—Meeting, Elstow, March 7th. 
Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5. Special 
method: Duke of Norfolk Treble Bob.—Bryan 
Pattison, 51, Winchester Road, Bedford. 2183 

DEVON GUILD.—Aylesbeare Branch.— 
Honiton Clyst, March 7th. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea 5 p.m. Names, by March 4th, to B. Pid- 
geon. East Budleigh. 2156

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — North- 
wich Branch.—Meeting, Hartford (6), Saturday, 
March 7th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea and business meeting 5 p.m. Names for 
tea not later than Tuesday, M arch 3rd, to  D. 
Smith, 29, West Avenue, Northwich. 2211 

COVENTRY DIOCESAN G U I L D .  — 
Southern District.—Henley-in-Arden, Saturday, 
March 7th, 3 p.m. W ootton Wawen in the 
evening. Names for tea to Miss H . Purkiss, 61, 
Deppers Bridge, Southam, Rugby. 2213

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIA­
TION.—Southern District.—Meeting, St. An­
drew’s, Bishop Auckland, Saturday, March 
7th. 2.30 p.m. Cups of tea only; ringers please 
"bring own food. Notify, by Thursday, March 
5th. Dennis R. Airey, 20, Westbrook Villas, 
Darlington. 2207

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIA­
TION.—Eastern District.—Houghton-le-Spring, 
Saturday, March 7th. 2.30. Names for tea. not 
later than March 5th, to  Mr. W. F . Sheraton, 
27, St. Aidan’s Terrace, New Herrington, 
Houghton-le-Spring. 2182

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South Eastern 
Division.—Meeting, Springfield (6), Saturday, 
March 7th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30. 
Numbers for tea to A. Everett. Boreham. 2165 

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA­
TION.—Wotton-under-Edge Branch.—Meeting, 
Yate (6) March 7th. Service 4.30. Tea 5. 
Notify for tea, by March 3rd, to  Mary Drew, 
Bibstone Farm. Cromhall. 2200

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Farn- 
nam District.—Combined practice at Crondall 
J6) on Saturday. M arch 7th, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.—
G. S. Joyce. Dis. Sec. 2163

HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT SOCIETY — 
Halifax Archdeaconry inaugural meeting at 
Almondbury (8), Saturday, March 7th. Bells
2 P m. Service 4.30. Tea for all at 5 p.m. at 
moderate cost. Business meeting to follow and 
Bells until 8.30 p.m. 2178

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Canter­
bury District.—By meeting, Barham (St. Lau­
rence not available), Saturday, March 7th, 

P.m. Service 4.15 p.m. Tea at Is. 9d. per 
"fad. Numbers for tea, together with cash. 
Please, to  me not later than Monday, March 
rncl, Elham bells available after tea.—B. J. 
Luck. 20 Beaconsfield Road. Canterbury. 2153 

LADIES’ GUILD (North West District) 
aqd DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION (Peak 
uistnct).—Meeting at St. Peter’s, Fairfield, Bux­
ton March 7th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.30 Tea 
-•'5. Names for tea, by Wednesday, March 
j«h to  Mrs. M. White. 48. Cliffe Road. Fair- 
neld. Buxton.—Frances M. Lafiin, H. E. Taylor.

2144
-L A D IE S ’ GUILD. — Southern District. — 
JJeeting at Guildford, March 7th. Ringing, St.

s. 3 p.m., and in the evening. Service 
1;30. Tea, Y.W.C.A. Club, 5. Names by March 
f l  j  0 W. Oliver, 36, N orth Place, Guild- 
0rd- 2168
M,LADIES’ GUILD—West Midland District — 

at Bedworth on March 7th. Bells (8) 
la . D m - Service 4.30 p.m. followed by tea.

an^s for tea by Tuesday, March 3rd.—Audrey 
r  timms, 32. Redesdale Avenue, Coundon. 
v °ventry. 2189

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION—Lancaster 
Branch.—The half-yearly meeting will be held 
at Lancaster Priory (8) on March 7th. Ringing
2.30 to 8.30. Tea 4.30. Names for tea to me. 
—R. F. Eccles, Branch Sec., 28, Cromwell Road, 
Lancaster. 2192

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Blackburn 
Branch.—Meeting, Oswaldtwistle on Saturday, 
March 7th. Tower open 2.30 p.m. Tea at 5 
p.m. Meeting to follow. Cups of tea pro­
vided.—Charles W. Blakey, Branch Sec. 2186 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Wigan 
Branch. — The next meeting will be held at 
Poolstock on Saturday, March 7th. Bells 2.30 
p.m. Names for tea to M r. A. Parker, 89, 
Barnsley Street, Wigan. — W. O. Farrimond, 
Branch Sec. 2212

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Leices­
ter District.—Aylestone (8), Saturday, March 
7th. Bells 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5. Names, 
by Wednesday, March 4th, to J. R. Smith, 13, 
Leopold Street, South Wigston. 2187

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Melton 
District.—Meeting at Hose, Saturday, March 
7th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea and meeting 
in Church Hall 5 o’clock. Names, by March 
5th, to M r. W. Sharpe, Hose.—J. H. Cook- 2206 

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIA­
TION.—Meeting, Wolstanton, Saturday, March 
7th. Tea provided only for those who notify 
Mr. G. E. Kettle, 1, Albert Terrace, Wolstan­
ton, Stoke-on-Trent. Committee meeting after 
tea—W. Carnwell, Hon. Sec. 2177

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — N orth 
Bucks Branch.—A  quarterly meeting at Twy- 
ford, Saturday, March 7th. Bells (6) a t 2.30. 
Service 3.30. 2174

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Sonning 
Deanery Branch.—Combined practice a t Arbor- 
field (6) on Saturday, March 7th, a t 6 p.m.—
B. C. Castle. 2209

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GU ILD .— 
Guilsborough Branch.—Meeting at Spratton, 
Saturday, March 7th. Names for tea must reach 
me by Tuesday previous—E. Orland, 11, High 
Street, Buckby, Rugby. 2179

SALISBURY GUILD.—Devizes Branch — 
Meeting at Hilperton. Saturday, March 7th. 
Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service and tea, Names to
F. Slatford, North Bradley, Trowbridge. 2191 

SALISBURY G U IL D —Salisbury Branch — 
Practice meeting at M artin March 7th. Bells 
(6) 2.15, also Damerham (6) in evening. Tea at 
M artin for those who send names, by March 
4th, to  C. J. Kimber. Tidpit, M artin, Fording- 
bridge. 2180

SOUTHWELL G U IL D —Nottingham Dis­
trict.—Meeting at Bulwell (8), Saturday, March 
7th. 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Teas 5 p.m., 
light or substantial, at cafe close by. Come and 
enjoy these rehung bells. 2146

ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD. BIRMINGHAM — 
Annual Henry Johnson Dinner, March 7th. 
Ringing arrangements: Friday, March 6th, 
Erdington Abbey (8) 7.30 p.m.-9 p .m .; Satur­
day, March 7th. St. Chad’s R.C. Cathedral (8) 
1 p.m .; Bishop Ryder’s (8) 2 p .m .; St. M artin’s 
(12) 2.30 p .m .; Cathedral (12) 4.15 p.m .; Aston 
(12) 3.30 p.m. 2204

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION — Northern. — 
Practice meeting, West Hoathly (6), Saturday, 
March 7th. 3 p.m. Tea for those who advise 
by March 4th.—G. T. Jennings, 5, Malthouse 
Road, Crawley. 2198

SWANSEA AND BRECON DIOCESAN 
GUILD.—Southern District.—Quarterly meet­
ing, Aberavon, Saturday, March 7th. Bells (8)
2.45 p.m. Tea and meeting 4.45 p.m.—J. A. 
Hoare, 6, Gendros Crescent, Swansea. 2145

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Biggles­
wade District.—Meeting a t Henlow, March 14th. 
Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea in the 
Vicar’s Clubroom 5 p.m.—L. H . Bywaters, Sec.

2210
DUNHAM-ON-TRENT. N O TT S—Dedica­

tion of rehung ring of five (John Taylor and Co.) 
by the Rt. Rev. the Lord Bishop of Southwell 
on Saturday, March 14th, at 3 p.m. Tea pro­
vided. North Notts meeting afterwards.

Brumpton's bus from Anchor Inn, Retford, at
1. 3.15 and 4.45 p.m. Lincolnshire bus at 3 
p.m. from East Retford Church.—H. Denman.

2193
EAST GRINSTEAD GUILD.—Annual, East 

Grinstead. March 14th. Bells (8) 3. Service
4.30. Tea 5. followed by business in Small 
Parish Hall. Names to Miss K. Shepherd, 34, 
Cantelupe Road, East Grinstead.—C. A. Bas­
sett. 2194 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—Northern Division. 
Meeting, Feering (8), March 14th. Bells 2.30. 
Service 4.15. Numbers for tea to J. C. New-* 
man London Road, Feering, Colchester. 2188 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — N.E. District. — 
Meeting, Hythe, Colchester, Saturday, March 
14th. Bells (6) 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea 5.15. Names for tea to me by March 10th. 
—J. H. Gould, Dis. Sec., F ir Tree Cottages, 
Great Bromley. 2184 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION—N.W. D is t r i c t -  
Meeting at Newport (6) on Saturday. March 
14th, at 3 p.m. Service at 4.30 p.m. Tea 5.15 
p.m. at the Cottage Pantry. Names, please, to
G. Blake. Dis. Sec., Teesta, Jack’s Hatch, Ep- 
ping Upland, Essex. 2181 

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA­
TION.—Tewkesbury Branch.—Quarterly meet­
ing, Ashchurch, March 14th. Bells (6) 2.30. 
Service 4.15. Tea 5. Names for tea, please, 
before March 10th. All welcome.—J. Beech, 
Hon. Sec., 6 Abbey Terrace, Tewkesbury. Tel. 
3244. 2202 

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Ashford 
District.—Meeting at Tenterden, March 14th. 
Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Names for tea to 
Mr. T. Cullingworth, 95a, High Street, Ash­
ford, Kent. 2199 

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION—Roches­
ter District.—By-meeting. Chatham, Saturday, 
March 14th. Bells 3 p.m. Names for tea by 
Wednesday, March 11th.—Cyril S. Jarrett, 1, 
Blenheim Avenue, Chatham. 2205 

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Annual 
general committee meeting, Reading, March 
14th, 3 p.m., meeting place later. Also pre­
liminary notice of Canon Coleridge Memorial 
Service, Christ Church, Oxford, Saturday. 
May 2nd, 3 p.m.—W. Hibbert. Gen. Sec. 2203 

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD — 
Daventry Branch.—Meeting, Harpole, Saturday, 
March 14th. Names for tea, by Saturday, 
March 7th, to M r. D. Gibbons, Lyndene, Upper 
High Street, Harpole.—F. W. Hancock. 2196 

SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY 
OF STAFFORD.—Meeting at St. Bartholo­
mew’s, Penn, near Wolverhampton, March 
14th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Committee meeting 3.30. 
Service 4.30. Tea 5.15. Names for tea not 
later than March 11th.—Fred Bennett, Pool 
House Road. Wombourn. 2185 

ST. DAVID’S GUILD.—Quarterly meeting at 
Tenby. Saturday, March 14th. Bells (8) 2 p.m. 
Service 3.30 p.m. Tea to follow. Names for 
tea, by March 7th, to C. H. Hawkins, 2, Em­
bankment Road. New Dock, Llanelly Carms.

SURREY ASSOCIATION —Annual meeting, 
Saturday, March 14th, at Walton-on-Thames. 
Bells (8) 2 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea and 
meeting Church Hall 5 p.m. Oatlands Park 
(8) also available after meeting. Names for tea. 
by March 13th, to R. Lathbury, 15, Russell 
Road, Walton-on-Thames.—W. F. Oatway, Hon. 
Gen. Sec. 2197

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION.—Preliminary Notice.—The an­
nual meeting of the Association will be held on 
Easter Monday at Gloucester. Details later.—• 
Frank Skidmore. Hon. Sec 2190

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Annual 
meeting at Canterbury, Easter Monday. Full 
particulars later.—G. H. Spice, Hon. Sec. 2214

"N O R T H  WALES ASSOCIATION. — Pre­
liminary Notice.—Annual meeting and Jubilee 
Dinner will be held at Wrexham on Saturday, 
June 6th. Further arrangements will be an­
nounced later.—W. Cathrall, Hon. Sec., 19. 
Cunliffe Walk, Garden Village, Wrexham. 2208
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QUARTER PEALS
M ARG A TE, K EN T.—A t St. John 's  Church, on  Feh. 

w 12fh, 1.260 Stedm an Triples : R. G. D adds 1, Mrs. N. 
^ _ 3 r id k e s ^ 2 , P. L. D adds 3, P. Page 4, L . Twyman 5.

A . J. D adds 6, F. G adsden (cond.) 7, H. Lade 8.
cjgffr com plim ent to  Mr. R. D alby  Reeve, hon. 

•member of the K .C .A ., on  the occasion o f his 90th 
birthday.

im w T S ’G TO N . F o l k e s t o n e , k e n t .—O n Fob.
£-'* '12th. I.’261) Doubles (Reverse Canterbury, Clifford, Old, 

NbrfollOsPlain Bob, A pril Day, G randsire) : Miss J. A. 
Chenneour (first quarter) 1, C. A. W ratten  (cond.) 2, 

»E. J. W alker 3, G. F. G ray  4, M. J. M artin 5, Miss

( R. A  Lojijhurst 6. F irst quarter in more than five 
meth&ds for 3 and 4. A birthday com plim ent to  the

I tinge* o f «the 5th.
\  SALISBURY, W IL TS.—At St. Thom as’ Church, on 

F fb . 15th, 1,260 G randsire Triples : R. Lowe 1, H. 
A brah im s (cond.) 2, Miss M. Page 3, J. Sutton 4, L. 
Page 5, J. Musscll 6. R . M arlow 7. E. Doel 8. Rung 
as a 74th birthday com plim ent to  M r. W . Chalk, vice- 
chairm an of the branch.

SOU TH  W IG STO N . LEICS.—On Feb. 1st, 1,260 
G randsirc Triples : J. M. Jelley 1. A. M ary Carpenter
2, G lenys R. Bodycote (first of G randsire) 3. B. G. 
W arw ick (cond.) 4. W inifred M. Burton 5, T. Boling- 
broke 6, A. E. Bodycotc 7, J. N orm an 8. Also 1,344 
Plain Bob M ajor : J. M . Jelley 1, A. Mary Carpenter
2. Glenys R . Bodycote 3, E  J. Jelley 4, S. Cox 5, H. 
Kilby 6, W inifred M. Burton (cond.) 7, A. E. Body­
cote 8. Rung for the 60th anniversary o f the dedica­
tion o f the church.

R I N a  T H IS  N E W  M E T H O D

HII Saints' doubles
A  'p e a l o f  t h i s  m e th o d  h a s  been r u n g  a t  
S u t t o n  C o ld fie ld , a ls o  in c lu d e d  i n  p e a ls  a t  
H a n d s w o r th ,  B ir m in g h a m , a n d  R o a d e .

N o r th a m p to n s h ir e  
Send for this m ethod sheet now to 
W . H . Cavill. H igh Street, A sheott, Bridgw ater, 

Somerset
Price 6 d . post free. E x tra  copies 4 d . each

PUBLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

COLLECTION OF P L A I N  
MAJOR METHODS . .  . .  

COLLECTION OF COMPOSI­
TIONS (MAJOR) ...................

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & 
M INOR METHODS . .  . .  

FOUR-WAY TABLE M INOR
METHODS ...........................

CHANGE RING ING ON HAND­
BELLS ...................................

VARIATION AND TRANSPOSI­
TION . .  ....................................

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise M ajor
Double Norwich ...................
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 
Bristol Surprise Major . .

HINTS TO BEGINNERS . .  . .  
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

WITH S.P.A.B...............................
DOUBLE NORWICH COURT

BOB CATERS ...........................
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

OF BELLS, etc.............................
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or Com pany.. 
VILLAGE BELLS (3 copies for 3/3) 1 

(New Edition)

Post free from 
MR. W. H. J. HOOTON 

Osmington School, Tring, Herts.

s. d. 
3 9

2 9

3 6

2 0 

1 2

4
6
6
4
6

1 0

1 2 

1 2

4 THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL M UFFLERS

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Reprinted 1952 

FOR ALL LEARNERS 
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4/6 : :  4 to 6 bells 2/6 
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell, 
East Stoke Lodge, Stoke-under-Ham,

Somerset

C/O -  '

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE AND CLOCK ROPE MANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

UJ
Co-

M aker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester, 

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

G | M UFFLERS : :  RIN G IN G  MATS : :  MATTING : :  FLAG LINES : :  ETC. ETC.

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

‘ ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pages ;
31-

• GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130
pages; 3/4 

‘ STEDMAN,’ by J. A. Trollope; 150 
pages; 2/10 

•STANDARD METHODS,’ 11th edition. 
Letterpress 2/6. Diagrams 1951 re­
print 2/6

• TREBLE BOB.’ Out of print, being
rewritten.

•SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10 

All post free on receipt of postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

WIT,HAM POTTS & SONS, LTD.
Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

BANKFI^LD TERRACE, LEEDS, 4
Established 1833

±

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCAS1LE-ON-TYNE, 
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD. 1

Printed to r the Proprietors bv the W oodbridae Press LuL. G uildford, and Published by the Rolls House PuUishing C o.. Ltd.. Breams Buildings, London, E.C.4*


