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THE PAST.

When recently a correspondent in one of the leading
daily newspapers wrote that ‘ we should acknowledge our
debt to the past, and then shut the door on it,” he was
saying what perhaps the majority of men are inclined to
think, especially in times like this, though they seldom
put their thoughts into such clear and unmistakable
words as he did. The past is dead and done with; for
good and for evil it is finished; its record has been written
once and for all, and is unalterable; ‘ nor all thy piety
nor wit can lure it back to cancel half a line, nor all thy
tears blot out a word of it.” The present is ours, and, if
we will, the future. Let us then, ‘forgetting those
things which are behind and reaching forth unto those
things which are before,” pay attention to what we still
can do and leave alone what we and others have already
done.

There is sound advice and sound sense here, and iti tlje
spirit which informs these opinions lies in no small
measure the hope for the individual, for the nation, and
for humanity itself. But a truth, however great, seldom
stands by itself, and not seldom, when isolated and
pushed beyond its proper limits, ceases to be a real truth.
However much we may try to -shut the door ' on the
past, it still remains that we are what we are because of
the past, and we run great risks of disappointment and
failure if we neglect the leSsons it has to teach us, nor
can those lessons be learnt without long and careful
study. Wisdom, indeed, is nothing else than understand-
ing the lessons of the past and being* able to apply them
to present circumstances.

These thoughts are vital in the present critical times,
but what, our readers may ask, have they to do with our
particular subject of church bellringing? Surely, men
may think, it savours™ somewhat of the grandiloquent to
bring into connection with our small and limited activities
in the belfry, thoughts which are appropriate to the world
crisis.

Now it is true that change ringing and even the
general use of bells is hardly a ripple on the broad sea
of national life, and for many ringers is no more than
a small part of their interests and activities; but it is also
true that great truths are just as applicable to small
things as they are to great things. It is a feature of the
Exercise that it reproduces on its small scale the general
characteristics of the nation at large, and has been in-
fluenced, and developed, and controlled, by the same

(Continued on page 342.)
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forces working in much the same way. And, after all,
bellringing is something more than just a means of call-
ing people to church or a fascinating art and pastime.
It has its roots deep down in the history, and life, and
being of the people. The Exercise, no less than the
nation and the Church, has come to a turning point in
its history. It has great opportunities before it, and it
can only make the best of them if those who are its
leaders and who most influence its members know some-
thing of its past and the lessons it has to teach.

This must be the justification (if any justification is
needed) for the prominence we have given in these pages
to the stories of the men who were concerned with bells
and bellringing in the years gone by. We might plead
that during these five years of war, when there has been
so little of the news which ordinarily fills a ringing jour-
nal, we have been glad to avail ourselves of anything
which might interest our readers; but we put the case
much higher than that. We believe that the study of the
history of the Exercise is not only interesting in itself but
is of real value in solving the problems and carrying on
the activities of the present. We are now trying to de-
scribe something of a man who at one time had a great
influence on the status of, ringers and their relations with
the Church and public. When we come to study what
Thomas Henry Ellacombe said and wrote about the
ringers of his own time, and when we bring it into con-
junction with the full story of ringers and ringing, we
shall know a very great deal more about the things which
really do concern the life of the Exercise and its well-
being.

HANDBELL PEALS.

- ENFIELD; MIDDLESEX.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tuesday, August 8, 1944, in Two Hours and Twenty-Four Minutes.
At 24, Suffolk Road,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Eric A. Dench 1-2 1 John Thomas
Albert J.W allman. 3-4 |*Bryan F.Sims
Composed by I. 3. Attw ater. Conducted by John Thomas.
* First handbell peal.
ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thursday, August 10, 1944, in Three Hours and Four Minutes,
At 24, Suffolk Road,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5019 CHANGES;
1-2 Charles W. Roberts

3-6
7-8

Albert J. Wallman ..
John Thomas 3-4  Eric A. Dench
Mrs.J. Thomas . 56 Dennis H.Langdon ...
Composed by C. W. Roberts. Conducted by John Thomas.
First peal of Stedman Cinques in hand by all except the conductor.
ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOOESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, August 12, 1944, i* Two Hours and Forty-Four Minutes,

7-8

At 24, Suffolk Road,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE CATERS, 5093 CHANGES;
Eric A. Dench .. 1-2 1 M rs. J. Thomas ... 5-6
Albert J. Wallman ... 3-4 |John Thomas . 7-8

Philip Coward
Composed by 3. D. Johnson. Conducted by John Thomas.
A birthday peal for the ringer of 5-6.

BEKESBOURNE, KENT. — On Thursday, August 10th, 720 Bob
Minor : T. Robinson 1, Harrison Snuth 2, T. E. Ellender 3, J. Walters
4, H. J. Saunders 5, C. Turner (conductor) 6.
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TEN BELL PEALS.

BIRMINGHAM.
THE ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM.

On Saturday, AuguU 5, 1944, tn Three Hours and Thirty-Two Minutes,
At the Cathedral Church of St. Philip,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL, 8040 CHANGES;
Tenor 31 cwt.

..TreHe Thomas H. Rbbves
e 2 W illiam C. Dowding 7

Ernest. T. Allaway
George E. Fbarn

Henry H. Fearn . 3 Frank E.Pervin . 8
J. Frank Smallwood .. 4 Albert Diseebns 9
Albert W alker s 5 W ilfred Williams Tenor

Composed by w illiam Pve. Conducted by Albert W alker
First peal of Cambridge Royal in the tower.

STROUD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
on Monday, August 7, 1944, in Three Hours and Thirty Minutes,
At the Church of St. Lawrence,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5079 CHANQES;
Terior 20 cwt. 1 gr. 20 Ib.

Sydney Taylor.. ..Treble Donald G. Clift .. 6
Gborgb Ollivbr. 2 John E. Spico ... ... .. 7
John Austin 3 Neil Allnatt 8
Wilfred Wil 4 Charles W. Marti 9
W altbr Yeend w5 Albert Diserens . .. Tenor
Composed by C. W. Roberts. Conducted by Witfred W ittiams.

BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, August 12, 1944, in Three Hours and Twenty-Eight Minutes,
At the Cathedral Church of St. Peter,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB ROYAL, 5000 CHANGES;

Tenor 25! cwt. in D.
Frbd Hodgson ... ..Treble Ernest Raynor ... 6
William H. Senior........ 2 William Ambler 7
‘"Leslie W. G. Morris ... 3 William Barton 8
J. Wittiam Cundall .4 Ernest H. Simpson .. 9
eGborge Robinson ... 5 Frederick Sbager ...Tenor

Composed by G R N jwion.

* 60th peal together. Rung half-muffled for
the Bradford Cathedral company.

CLAINES, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE UNIVERSITIES ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, August 12, 1944, tn Three Hours and Seventeen Minutes,
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE CATERS, 5003 CHANGESI

Conducted by Leslie W. G. Morris
Mr. Arthur Gill, of

Tenor 14 cwt.
«Allen W hith ... ...Treble Jobn E. Spicb .eeeeveeeenns 6
Miss Marib R. Cross ... 2 8§E. S. John Hatcher L7
fMus Betty Spice .. 3 [IRev. M. C. C. Melville 8
fwilliam L. B. Lbess ... 4 Rev. C. Elliot Wigg ... 9
tVernonJ.Bbnning.. 5 Rev.A. G. G. Tburlow.. Tenor

Composed by F. Dsnch. Conducted by Jobn E. Spice.

* First peal on ten_bells. t First peal on ten tower bells. { First
peal on tower bells. § First peal. | First peal of Caters on tower
bells. I\rst peal on ten tower bells as conductor. The first peal on
ten tower bells and the first of Caters for the association.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
ELY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, August 5, 1944, in Three Hours and Thirteen Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES;
Tenor i8j cwt.

Major J. H. Freeborn ..Treble Ronald H. Bullen ... 5
Miss Valhalla Hill L2 W illiam C.Porter ... 6
Rev. John P. Pbllob ... 3 W alter F. Judge 7
Chartes J. Gardner . 4 Philip A. CoRBY . ...Tenor

Composed by J. wW. Parker. Conducted by P. A. Corby.
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HALLOW, WORCESTERSHIRE.

THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday. August 6, 1944, in Three Hours and 0*e Minute,
Aithe Church of SS. Philip and Jambs,

A PEAL OF OXFORD BOB TRIPLES, B040 CHANGES)
Parker's Six-part (C.C.C. No. 13). Tenor 21J cwt.

W illiam Ranford .Treble *Thos.Groombridgb, jun. 5
George E. Large 2 Reginald Woodyati 6
Allen Morgan w3 ‘G eorge Amblbr . 7
Ernest F.Cubberly. ... 4 Chris. F. B lissett ... Tenor

Conducted by George E. Large.
* First peal in the method.
LITTLEPORT, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY' DIOOESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, Avgust 7, 1944, in Three Hours and Three Minutes,
At the Church of St. George,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5184 CHANGES;

Tenor i8E cwt.
Philip A. Corby .. Treble Charibs J. Gardner........ 5
‘Miss Valhalla Hill 2 Ronald H. Bullen 6
Rbv.John P. Pelloe .. 3 W alter F.Judge  .ccoen. 7
William C. Porter ... 4 M ajor J. H. Freeborn Tenor

Composed by J. w. Washbrook.
* First peal in the method.
HANBURY, WORCESTERSHIRE.

THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.

On Tuesday, August 8, 1944, in Three Hours and Ten Minutes,

At the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES)
Parker's Twelve-part (7th the observation).
Tenor 12 cwt. 1 gqr. 15 Ib. in G.

Conducted by w alter F. Judge.

James W oodyatt ...Treble Ralph W. Sayers ......... 5
George E. Large o2 Ernest F. Cubberly.... 6
Allen Morgan ... ... 3 Sidney T. Holt

W illiam Ranford .. 4 Chris. F. Blissett

Conducted by George E. Large.
LEICESTER.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On lhursday, August 10, 1944, in Three Hours and Six Minutes,
At the Cathedral Church of St. Martin,
A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5151 CHANCES;
(On the *Stelfox ' eight)

-Richard Grant.., ... Frebile Rbdvers F. Elkington 5
«Miss Jill Poole 2 Sidney O. Chenby ... 6
Harold J. Poole 3 'A rthur Debbnham ... 7
<John R. Smith 4 Ernest Morris . Tenor

Composed and Conducted by H afold J. Poole.
* First peal in the method. A birthday compliment to Miss Mar-
garet L. Morris.
ILKESTON, DERBYSHIRE.
THB MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
Oll Thursday, August 10, 1944, in Three Hours andSix Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 50(6 CHANGESI
Tenor 17 cwt. 9 Ib.

Cecil W.Baker ..Treble Edward C. Gobey 5
Charlbs Hutchinson e 2 R. Alan Hickton 6
W illiam T. King .. 3 W ittiam Dawson 7
Girling Rigby 4 Edward F. Gobey . Teno>

Composed by J. R. Pritchard. Conducted by w illiam Dawson.
First peal as conduotor. A birthday compliment to Mr. E. C. Gobey.
FARNHAM, SURREY.
THE GUILDFORD DIOOESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, August 12, 1944, in Three Hours and Ten Minutes,
At the Church of St. Andrew,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES)

Dexter’'s Variation. Tenor 21 cwt. in E flat.
George Upshall . Treble W illiam J.Robinson ... 5
George L. Grover ... 2 Ernest J. Munday ... ... 6
Frederick Oldroyd .3 Alfred H.Pulling.. 7
Ernest J. Ayliffe 4 Frank C. W. Knight.

Conducted by A. H. Pulling.
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BURNHAM, BUCKS.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, August 12. 1944, in Three Hours and One Minute,
At the Church of St. Peter,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES)
Pritchard’'s Four-part. Tenor 16 cwt.
-Jean Broom field (age 14) Treble C. Alfrbd Lbvbtt
W illiam Hibbbrt 2 H. william Barrett ... 6
John M. Gayford 3 Frank H. Hicss...
George H, Gutteridge... 4 George Gilbert..
Conducted by George Gilbert.
* First attempt for a peal.
SELLY OAK, BIRMINGHAM.

THE ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOOESE OF
BIRMINGHAM. ,

On Saturday, August 12, 1944, in Three Hours and Six Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANCES;
Tenor i2i cwt.

«John N. Lindon .. Treble James F. Harvey .o 5
Henry H. Fearn 2 W illiam C. Dowding ... 6
«John Pinfold . 3 George E. Fearn .. T
=Richard J. B. Hadden .. 4 W illiam B. Cartw rlght ...Tenor

Composed by G. Lindoff.
* First peal in the method.

SIX BELL PEALS.
LYTCHETT MATRAVERS, DORSET.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wednesday, August 2, 1944, in Tuo Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin,
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Being six 120's each of St. Simon’s, Reverse Canterbury, St. Dunstan'’s,
London Singles, Antelope, Plain Bob and Grandsire. Tenor 7] cwt.

Conducted by w illiam B. Cartwright

Mrs. G.Wareham ... Treble William C.Shute 4
‘Miss Peggy Marsh 2 Harold E. W hite 5
-Lionel H. Pink 3 eGeorge Warbham .. Tenor

Conducted by Harold E. W hite
* First peal in seven methods.
LYTCHETT MATRAVERS, DORSET.
THE SALISBURY DIOOESAN GUILD.
On Monday, August 7, 1944, in Three Hours and Six Minutes,
At the Church Of St. Mary-the-Virgin,

A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Seven different extents. Tenor 7] cwt.

*Mrs. G. Warbham ™ Treble <Dr. A. M. Cunningham ... 4
-Reginald Ring 2 W illiam C. Shute 5
Lionel H.Pink 3 Harold E. W hite .Tenor

Conducted by william C. Shute.

* First peal of Minor. Rung half-muffled for the Rev. J. A. R.
Swaby, Rector of St. Mary’s from 1917 to 1939.

BARROW-ON-HUMBER, LINCOLNSHIRE
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Friday, August 11, 1944, in Three Hours and Sixteen Minutes,
At the Church of the Holy Trinity,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Seven different extents. Tenor 18 cwt. in E.

«W illiam Howson Treble 1 w. Martin W aikbr 4
Nolan Golden..... 2 IArthur Crowder 5
-George F. Burton. 3 'George Dobbs ... Tenor

Conducted by Nolan Golden.
* First attempt for a peal. The ringers of second and third are in
the R.A.F. and from Norwich and Desborough respectively.

WHICKHAM, CO. DURHAM. )
THE DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, August 12, 1944, in Two Hours and Fifty Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES)

Being three 720's of Oxford Bob and four of Plain Bob. Tenor 8 cwt.
=Sidney Buckton “Stanley Proud ... 4
«Stephen Thompson, jun. 2 «John Jackson
eErnest Cairns. ... 3 Stbpbbn Thompson..

Conducted by Stephen Thompson.

* First peal.
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‘THE RINGING WORLD/

The official journal of the Central Council of
Church Bell Ringers.

President of the Council: Edwin H.
Hon. Secretary of the Council: George W.

Treasurer of * The Ringing World': A. A. Hughes, J.P.,
34, Whitechapel Road, E.1.

M.A.
Fletcher.

Lewis,

All communications for this journal should be addressed
to:—
The Editor,
‘ The Ringing World,’
c/o The Woodbridge Press, Ltd.,
Guildford, Surrey.

' The Ringing World ' is sent direct by post from the
office for 4s. 3d. per quarter payable in advance, but
for the time being, owing to paper shortage, new orders
cannot be accepted. W e .shall be obliged if subscribers
will send their payments to Mr. G. W . Fletcher, 3a,
King’s Road, Bramhope, near Leeds, Yorks.

Cheques and remittances should be made payable to
‘ The Ringing World.’

The name of the ringer of the fourth in the peal of Doubles at
Kerapsey is Charles J. Camm, not Charles J. Cann as printed last
week. Correspondents are asked to write their reports clearly and in
the standard form adopted in our columns.

Mr. Frederick Oldroyd was the member of the band who lang his
first peal of Stedman at Guildford on August 7th.

The Rev. E. S. Powell, Vicar of Staverton and Master of the Peter-
borough Diocesan Guild, has been ‘appointed Rural Dean of Daventry.

DEATH OF TWO CHELTENHAM RINGERS.

Two Cheltenham ringers have recently passed away. Mr. Charles
Moulder, who was a member of the five-bell band at St. Mark’s, was
buried on August 5th. He was 87 years of age. The bells were rung
half-muffled in the evening.

Police-Sergt. E. A. Aston was a member of the company at the
Parish Church. The funeral was on August 8th and the bells were
rung half-muffied before and after the service. The interment was at
Prestbury Churchyard. Six members of the Gloucestershire Constabu-
lary acted as bearers.

DEATH OF PETER A. BLAMEY, R.A.F.

The funeral took place on August 5th at St. Peter’'s Church, Burn
ham, Bucks, of Peter A. Blarney, who had died on the previous Tues-
day at Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford, following an operation.

He learned to handle a bell in 1955 at the age of 15 and rang his
first peal on October 19th, 1936. In all he took part in 15 peals, the
last in March, 1940, when he was engaged in roy’s service in the
R.A.F. He was away in the Middle East for three years. His peals
were: Minor, three methods 1, four methods 1, seven methods 3;
Grandsire Triples 1, Bob Maior 4, St. Clement's College Major 1, Kent
Treble Bob Major 2, Oxford Treble Bob Major 2. Eight were rung
for the Society of Rcyal Cumberland Youths and seven for the Oxford
Diocesan Guild. Six were by all-Burnham bands.

The service was conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. J. Wildman- the
body was carried to its last resting place by brother airmen, ana the
girl ringers of Burnham rang rounds and Queens on handbells at
the graveside, and the whole pull and stand and touches on the tower
bells. Among the numerous floral tributes was one from the ringers
of the St. Peter’s Society, Burnham.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
MEETING AT DRIGHLINGTON.

A meeting of the Leeds and District Amalgamated Society, held at
Drighlington on July 29th, was attended by members from Armley,
Batley, Birstall, Drighlington, Guiseley, Headingley St. Chad, Idle,
Leeds Parish Church, Liversedge, Wakefield and ringing friends from
Handsworth, Messrs. Brothwell and Turley.

After tea the business meeting was held in the belfry, Mr. W. H.
Senior presiding. Thanks were given to the Vicar and churchwardens
and to Mr. Barrow; and the next meeting was fixed for Calverley
on August 26th.

A suggestion was made that an additional meeting should be held
at llkley, but it was decided that owing to present circumstances it
bad better be postponed until happier times.
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THE MONTH'S PEALS

During the month of July, 47 peals were rung, 31 of them on tower
bells and 16 on handbells.

The tower bell peals consisted of Grandsire Doubles 3, Triples 3;
Plain Bob Doubles 1, Minor 3, Major 5; Kent Treble Bob Major 1;
Kent and Oxford Treble Bob Major 1; Stedman Triples 1, Cinques 1;
Double Norwich Court Bob Major 1; Cambridge Surprise Major 1>
Royal 1; Superlative Surprise Major 1; London Surprise Major 1;
Spliced Cambridge, Superlative,'Bristol and London Surprise Major 1;
Minor, four methods 2, five methods 1, seven methods 1; Doubles,
seven methods 1.

The handbell peals consisted of Grandsire Doubles 1, Triples 4,
Caters 1; Bob Doubles 1, Major 3; Kent Treble Bob Major 1; Stedman
Triples 1, Caters 3, Cinques 1.

The number of peals In January was 50, in February 34, in March
37, in April 48, in May 41, and in June 34; making a total for the
year (so far) of 291.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I notice in your report of the Derby District meeting at
Ripley on July 22nd that | am reported as saying that we (the Not-
tingham District) favoured a separate Guild to allow us to organise
the North Notts area. To a certain extent this is so, but it is such a
highly condensed statement of my remarks that it may easily convey
a false impression to those who did not hear actually what v as said.
I reported that our members appeared to favour the idea of a separate
Guild, and were of the opinion that it would stimulate closer co-opera-
tion with the North Notts Association, and so create a more efficient
organisation for the diocese (or county), a much different aim to that
which your report suggests.

I am doubly anxious for this point to be made clear, as | have heard
several questions put as to how the possible splitting up of the Mid-
land Counties Association would affect other societies in the area.
Surely, especially in our present state when many towers are minus
half their company, co-operation is the key to the restoration of the
art to its pre-war standing, and that is solely what I am advocating
for the Notts district. T. GROOMBRIDGE, Jun.

Nottingham.

ST. CLEMENT*S BOB TRIPLES.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Some years ago | rang in a peal and sent the report to
*The Ringing World ' as *St. Clement's Triples.* It was published as
*St. Clement's Bob Triples.” In this.week’s issue | see the same
method is called ‘ St. Clement's Bob Triples.” This appears to me to
be incorrect, as it is not an extension of St. Clement’'s Bob Minor with
seconds place and blows behind at the treble lead. If the method
with thirds place is correctly called St. Clement's Bob Triples, what is
the name of it when rung with seconds place?

Also could you include in the article on seven-bell ringing a chapter
on what can be done in splicing various seven-bell methods? Can an
extent be obtained? And, if so, would you publish the figures?

C. A. LEVETT.

Feranda, Bath Road, Taplow, Bucks.

(Referenoe to this letter will be found in an article on page 346.)

RECONSTRUCTION.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—With reference to your excellent leader on this subject
and the power of the architects, | deplore the note of despair in your
remark, ‘ It is hard to say what remedy can be had.” Your arguments
from the ringers’ point of view are weighty and there is no reason
why the ringer should not be as powerful as the architect.

Ringers form part of the organisation of every large parish and of
the Church as a whole. They are treated with respect and their
advice listened to through the mouthpiece of their experienced captain
or foreman.

The Diocesan Ringing Master is a power. He is usually on the
Advisory Committee and is consulted by the dignitaries of the Church
on belfry matters.

The Central Council of Church Bellringers has a tremendous influence
on all matters connected with church bells.

The clergyman holds the key of the situation on everything to do
with his church. He it is who raises the money for bells and belfry
whereby the architect is j>aid. Thousands of clergy are lingers or
take a deep interest in ringing. Every incumbent is proud of his bells
and ringers and here is an infallible remedy against mistakes in tower
and belfrv construction.

The bishops also are a strong buttress for the ringers and their point
of view. | have read most excellent episcopal addresses to large
bodies of ringers. Their sympathy, | feel sure, will always outweigh
the vagaries of an architect.

The diocesan architect is always a reasonable and approachable man
and is one of us. To get him to see the ringers* difficulties is a strong
remedy.

We must not get faint-hearted with such forces at our disposal,

Washfield Rectory, Tiverton. J. M. TURNER
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THOMAS HENRY ELLACOMBE.
(Continued from page 325)

Ellacombe was the earliest of that group of man who
surveyed the church bells of England, county by county,
and published records of their inscriptions, dates and
founders in the books that most ringers are familiar with.
There were, of course, other and much greater anti-
quarians before him, some of whom gave accounts of par-
ticular'bells among the things they noticed; but he was
the first to treat of bells Systematically as a subject com-
plete in itself. What directed his attention to this sub-
ject we are not told, nor how early his interest was
aroused; but we may conclude it arose from the nature of
the man and the particular time and circumstances in
which he lived. He was clearly one of those men to
"whom things of the past appeal because they do belong
to the past, and altogether apart from any utility they
may have or any light they may throw on modern life arid
conduct. His early years were spent at a time when a
great change was coming over the opinions of men. The
eighteenth century had passed and with it most of its
ideals and standards. The poetry and novels of Walter
Scott were one of many things which were turning some
men’s minds towards the Middle Ages and its romance,
and chivalry, and religious faith; while at the same time
others were looking to the future and working for parlia-
mentary and social reform. Great changes in Church and
State were approaching. When Ellacombe was at Ox-
ford, Oriel was the.chief centre of the intellectual life of
the University. It was not until after his time that the
Oxford Movement began, for John Keble was not elected
a fellow of the college until shortly before he went down,
and E. B. Pusey and John Henry Newman not until some
years later. Ellacombe had no part in the Oxford Move-
ment, but that it influenced him and altered his whole
outlook on Church matters is certain. He would have
agreed that the best remedy for the evils of his days was
a return to -the faith and order which existed before the
Reformation, and his natural instincts as an antiquarian
and his instincts as a churchman led him to value and
take an interest in those things which had .survived from
the Middle Ages. Such a man could not have been un-
susceptible to the sound of church bells, ‘ that peculiar
creation of mediaeval age, which falls on the ear like an
echo of a vanished world.’

The picture Ellacombe and those who thought like him
drew of the faith and order of the Middle Ages was a
rather vague and idealised one and did not accurately re-
present the facts, but it was vivid enough and real
enough to supply the explanation of Tnuch that he said
and wrote.

But Ellacombe was not merely an antiquarian. He
was eminently a practical man of action, and he came to
the subject on which he was to be the great authority
first of all as a country parson who had to deal with
ringers. It was the ringers of his parish (and elsewhere)
and their conduct that first engaged his attention, and
then the ringing they did. Change ringing had not much
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interest for him, nor quality of striking, nor those things
that ringers set Store by. What he was concerned with
was the reasons for ringing, the occasions on which it
should be practised, and generally those questions which
brought the ringers and the parson into contact. Of this
we shall have something to say later.

It is impossible to say conclusively, but it is not unlikely
that it was the three ancient bells he found at Clyst St.
George which definitely interested him in the archaeology
of Devon bells, and induced him to undertake his great
task of making a Survey of all the towers in the county.
It was a stupendous undertaking, for the county is one
of the largest in England, and at that time he had no
means of reaching the different churches other than by
driving there in his own carriage. It took him long to
accomplish, but he did accomplish it, visiting every tower
and taking the inscriptions and particulars of every ring
of bells, except two, to which for some reasons he was
denied access.

Ellacombe ultimately published the results of his
labours in his ‘ Church Bells of Devon,” which appeared
in' 1872, but long before that he was. widely known as
the great authority on bells through his writings in
‘ Notes and Queries’ and ‘ The Ecclesiologist,” by his
sermons, and by his tract on belfry reform which he
called ‘ Practical Remarks on Belfries and Ringers.” The
first book on the archaeology of bells was C. W . Lukis’
‘ Church Bells,” which was an incomplete survey of
Wiltshire with Some remarks on bells, bell founders and-
bellringers generally. It appeared in 1857, and was fol-
lowed by Dr. A. D. Tyssen’s»' Sussex Church Bells ' in
1864, and Dr. J. J. Raven’'s *Church Bells of Cam-
bridgeshire’ in 1869. Earlier still in 1847 Dr. Alfred
Gatty, a voluminous writer on church matters, had pub-
lished a little book called ‘ The Bell, its origin, history,
and uses,” which was intended for popular reading.

Meanwhile, the survey of the Devonshire bells ab-
sorbed only a part of Ellacombe’s energies. Besides his
splendid garden, which he worked in with < his own
hands, and his church rebuilding, heraldry, occupied his
attention, and he made a study of the very early ‘ crotals ’
and handbells, which had been dug up in various parts of
the country or in other ways come to light in recent
years. A good collection of these handbells made by him
is shown at the South Kensington Museum. He also
searched ancient documents, whenever he got the chance,
to discover any references to bells and their uses in early
times, either in England or abroad. In 1865 he wrote
and published ‘ History and Antiquities of Clyst St.
George,” an account of the church and of the great
houses in the parish and the families that lived in them.
In 1881 he published a history of Bitfon parish.

(To be continued.)

FELTHAM, MIDDLESEX. — On July 15th, 720 London Surprise
Minor: G. Goodman 1, R. E. Price 2, M. A. Beauchamp 3, W. Sparrow
4, "W. Barnett 5, G. W. Morris 6. First 720 in method by all. Bobs
called by T. Price, who did not ring.—On July 22nd, 720 Bob Minor:
P. Beauchamp (age 13) 1, F. C. Price (age 10) 2, T. Price (conductor)
3, W. Sparrow 4, W. Barrett 5, R. E. Price (age 12) 6.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS - NEW INSTALLATIONS, maintenance

h SMITH of DERBY

JOHN SMITH & SONS, Midland Clock Works,

Estimates and
Advice Free
QUEEN STREET, DERBY

Derby, Ltd.,
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SEVEN BELL METHODS.
(Continued from page 335.)

Before we leave the subject of seven-bell ringing it
may be worth while to consider whether there are not
any useful methods of Triples other than those we have
dealt with. At first sight it would seem very unlikely
that, apart from Stedman, we should be confined to a
small group of no more than eleven methods, all with a
bell-in-the-hunt; and especially so when we remember
the great number available on Six and eight bells.

The first thing which naturally suggests itself is to
copy the plan which is so useful in Minor and Major, and

construct our method with a plain hunting treble,
uning all the other bells as ‘ working ' bells?; in other
words to do away with the bell-in-the-hunt. Will such

a plan work and give us anything worth having?

In theory it will, and there is no reason why a Plain
method which will fextend from six bells to eight should
not also appear on seven. But as soon as we prick any
particular example we can see how great are the diffi-
culties and disadvantages when the number of the work-
ing bells is even. Plain Bob can be rung on any num-
ber of bells, odd or even, from four upwards. All the
bells plain hunt except when the treble leads full; thpn
Seconds place is made and the bells above take one Step
backwards before resuming the plain hunting. When
there is an odd number of working bells one of them
makes the Seconds place and the others dodge in pairs;
but when there is an even number of working bells, one
of them will make Seconds place and the others will
dodge in pairs as far as ~hey are able, but one must be
left over to lie still by itself. The result is the four blows
behind, which are generally condemned as objectionable,
Yet we should remember that these four blows are really
three places (each a part of plain hunting) which have
to be made consecutively. There is nothing really
foreign to the method in them; they are an unfortunate
result of having an even number of working bells.

When we try to adapt other methods to Seven bells
in a similar way we get a similar result. Here, for in-

stance, is Double Court extended from six bells to seven
and eight:—

123456 1234567 12345678

214365 2143657 21436587

241356 2413567 24135678

423165 4231657 42316587

243615 2436175 24361857

426351 4263715 42638175

The real reason why so many good seven-bell methods
have a bell-in-the-hunt is not because the bell-in-the-hunt
is in itself a particularly attractive feature, but because
it is the easiest and most obvious way of avoiding an
even number of working bells. If we desire to extend a
Minor methods to seven bells, we can set about the job
in one of two ways; we can add to the number of the
working bells, or we can give a treble a companion, and
except for the bobs treat the two as if they were equal
and, indeed, as if they were one. Either plan of exten-
sion is theoretically a sound one, but the first gives re-
sults which in practical ringing are so unsatisfactory that
the Exercise, ever since the time of William Shipway,
has decided to use the second almost exclusively. Grand-
sire Triples, which is Bob Minor with a bell-in-the-hunt
added, retains the .name which it has borne for two and
a half centuries, and when we talk of Bob Triples we
mean the- version which has six working bells, but they
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are the exception which proves the rule. Oxford Bob
Triplek is Oxford Bob Minor with a bell-in-the-hunt,
Court .Bob Triples is Court Bob Minor with a bell-in-the-
hunt, and so on.

But a correspondent, whose letter appears on another
page, suggests that St. Clement's Bob should also be an
exception. He hints that the name really belongs to the
version with six working bells, and that the following
is the correct extension —

123456 1234567
214365 2143657
241635 2416375
426153 4261735
246513 2467153
425631 4276513
245361 2475631
423516 4257361
243156 2453716
421365 4235176
412635 2431567
146253 4213657

4126375
142635 1462735

1426375

Now there is no doubt whatever that this is a perfectly
correct extension, and if it were not for the four blows
behind the method would be fully worth ringing. But
the method we printed on August 4th is equally a correct
extension ; it is in possession of the name, and is free from
any blemish Such as its rival suffers from. W e doubt if any-
one will want to ring the version with the six working
bells and its four blows behind; but if there be any such,
the name difficulty could be got over .by calling the
method St. Simon’s Triples, the title under which Ben-
jamin Annable and the College Youths rang the first peal
of it at St. Bride'S in 1732. It is the same as the five-
bell method which appears in many ringing books as St.

Simon’s Doubles.
(To be continued.)

NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR ONE INSERTION of a notice
of a meeting is 2s. Other insertions are at the rate of
Is. each. Altered notices count as new notices.

All lines exceeding six in any one insertion are Charged
at the rate of 4d. per line.

EAST GRINSTEAD GUILD.— Meeting at Balcombe,

Aug. 19th. Bellsj(8) from 3 p.m.— C. A. Bassett, Hon.
Sec.

HERTFORD. COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — st
Albans District. — Meeting at Northaw, Aug. 19th, 3
p.m. Bring food; cups of tea provided. — R. Darvill,
23, EIm Drive, St. Albans.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Hunts Branch.
— Meeting at St. lves, Saturday, Aug. 19th, 3 p.m.
Service 4.30 p.m. No tea arrangements. Cafe in the

town.— H. J. Parker, Dis. Sec., Great Staughton.

ST. MARTIN’'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM.— Meeting at the Parish Church,
Sutton Coldfield', on Saturday, Aug. 19th, 3.30. Tea
5 p.m.—T. H. Reeves, Hon. Sec.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
Meeting at Bell Foundry, Whitechapel, Saturday, Aug.
26th, 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, 1 Eversfield Road, Reigate.
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BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
— llchester Deanery Branch.— Meeting at East Coker,
Aug. 26th. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea and meeting to
follow. Notify early for tea.— F. Farrant, Martock.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION— Western Divi-
sion.— Meeting at Steyning, August 26th, 3 p.m. Ser-
vice 4.45. Business meeting in belfry. Send names for
tea’.— L. Stilwell, Pikeholme, Pulborough.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— North-
ampton Branch.— Meeting at Maidwell, Saturday, Aug.
26th. (Train to Lamport from Castle station, 1.20 p.m.,
buses crowded.) Tea provided.—R. S. Cowley, 83,
Beech Avenue, Northampton.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Derby
District.— Meeting at Ockbrook, Saturday, Aug. 26th.
Bells (6) 3 p.m. Bring food ; cups of, tea provided.— Wm.
Lancaster, Hon. Sec., 83, Albert Road, Chaddesden,
Derby.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Lough-
borough District.— Meeting at Old Woodhouse, Satur-
day, Aug. 26th, 3 p.m.. Cups of tea 5 p.m. Bring food.
—A. E. Rowley, Hon. Sec.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIATION —
Bristol Rural Branch.— Meeting at Winterbourne, Satur-
day, Aug. 26th, 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Advise for
tea.— R. C. Gifford, Bungalow, Stanshawes Drive, Yate,
Bristol.

DONCASTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— Meet-

ing at Adwick-le-Street,'Saturday, Aug. 26th, 3 p.m.
Names by Aug. 22nd. Buses every 10 minutes from
Doncaster—W . E. Lloyd, Hon. Sec., 3, Cranbrook

Road, Doncaster.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Fylde and Preston
Branches.— Meeting at' Kirkham, Saturday, Aug. 26th,
3 p.m. Cups of tea provided; bring food.—J. H. Foster
and F. Rigby, Branch Secs.

RINGERS' GATHERING AT OUNDLE, Aug. 26th.
Bells (8) 2.30 p.m. Tea. Names by Aug. 22nd to George
W . Jeffs, 4, Highfield Road, Thrapston, Kettering.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION.— Northern Branch.— Meeting Halesowen, Satur-
day, Aug. 26th, 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m.— Ber-nard C. Ash-
ford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.—'Daventry
Branch.— Meeting at Whilton (6 bells), Saturday, Aug.
26th. Bring food.—W. C. Moore, 5, Williams Terrace,
Daventry, Northants.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— East Berks and
South Bucks Branch.— Meeting at Farnham Royal,
Saturday, Aug. 26th, 3 p.m. Names fog tea before Aug.
21st.— A. D. Baker, Cambridge, Wexham, Slough,
Bucks.

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION— Axbridge
Deanery.— Meeting at Brent Knoll, Saturday, Aug. 26th.

Bells (6) 6.30 p.m.— E. J. Avery, Hon. Sec., Sandford,
Bristol.

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD— Wirral Branch-
Meeting at Bidston (6 bells), Saturday, Aug. 26th, 3

p.m. Bring food; cup of
Brocklebank, Hon. Sec.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY— Meeting at
Calverley, Saturday, Aug. 26th, 3 p.m. Names to Mr.
S. Keighley, 6, Salisbury Street, Calverley, near Leeds,
by Aug. 24th. Business after tea.— H. Lofthouse, Hon.
Sec.

tea provided.— Harry S.
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN
Branch.— Meeting at Downton, Saturday, Aug. 26th.
Bells (6) 3 "p.m. Service 4.30. Tea and business 5 p.m.
Names before July 21st.—-F. W . Romaine, 41, Green
Croft Street, Salisbury.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION.— Western Branch.— Quarterly meeting at Ripple,
Saturday, Aug. 26th. Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 4.15
p.m., followed by tea and business.— E. F. Cubberley.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION— Ashford District.
— Meeting at Ashford,. Saturday, Sept. 2nd, 2.30 p.m.
Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m. Names for tea by Aug. 28th
to P. Page, 110, Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ash-
ford, Kent.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE D/OCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Eastern and Western Districts.— Joint
meeting at Chester-le-Street, Saturday, Sept. 2nd. Bells

GUILD. — Salisbury

(8) 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Bring food; cups of
tea provided—J. A. Brown, Hon. Dis. Sec. 7,
Finchdale Terrace, Chester-le-Street.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION— Eastern District-
Meeting at Beverley, Saturday, Sept. 2nd. Bells at the
Minster and St. Mary’s 3 o’clock, Service in St. Mary’s
4.30. Tea in Mayor’s Parlour, Guildhall. Names by
Aug. 30th to Mr. G. Braithwaite, 26, Albert Terrace,
Beverley, East Yorks.—H. S. Morley, Hon. Sec., 5,

Ebor Street, Selby.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION— Canterbury Dis-
trict.— Annual meeting, Sturry, Saturday, Sept. 2nd,
2.30. Service 4. Tea and meeting after. Names to H. R.
French, Lamorbey, School Hill, Sturry, Canterbury, by

Aug. 29th. Nominations to me by Aug. 29th.— B. J.
Luck, Hon. Dis. Sec., 20, Beaconsfield Road, Canter-
bury.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD— Meeting at Wel-
lingore (6 bells), Saturday, Sept. 2nd, 2.30. Service
4 p.m. Meat tea Is. 6d., 4.30. Names for tea to me at
School House, Barnby-in-the-Willows, Newark, Notts,
by Aug. 30th.— K. W . Mayer, Hon. Dis. Sec.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION— Notting-
ham District.— Special meeting at Wollaton, Saturday,
Sept. 2nd, 2.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m., followed by important
business. Names for tea by Tuesday, Aug. 29th.—T.
Groombridge, jun., Dis. Sec., 74, Dornoch Avenue, Sher-
wood, Nottingham.

NATIONAL GUILD OF POLICE RINGERS— Meet-
ing at Manchester, Saturday, Sept. 9th. Assemble Town
Hall belfry 12 noon. Luncheon, Piccadilly Restaurant,

Tib Street (Market Street end) 1 p.m., 3s. 6d. Ringing,
Town Hall (12) 2.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. Tea, Piccadilly
Restaurant, 6 p.m., 2s. 6d. Social evening. Names at

once to Mr. F. R. Williams, 35, Boardman Road, Higher
Crumpsall, Manchester: none accepted after Monday,
Sept. 4th.— Inspector H. J. Poole, Hon. Sec.

BIRTH.
JOHNS.— On Sunday, July 30th, at Gainsborough
Nursing Home, to Phyllis (n6e Baker), wife of Donald
E. Johns, a son (Barry Edmond).

WANTED.

A SET OF 8 HANDBELLS, any condition if in tune.
State price.— Geo. E. Symonds, 57, Mornington Avenue,
Ipswich, Suffolk.
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P U B I— I CAT I O N S Noted for Easy Handling and Non-Stretching

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE Est. 1820 Tel. 2400
from
CAPT. W. H. J. HOOTON, JOHN PRITCHARD (roees) Ltd.
NEWTON BANK,
LUUUHBOROUGH
NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS,
BEDALE, YORKS. CLOCK AND CHIMING ROPES, SPLICING
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For the present no Central Council Publications

can be supplied, and no orders should be sent
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The Jasper Snowdon Series JOHN NlCOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
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Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Mattinp-. Flag Lines, etc., etc.
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Miss MARGARET E. SNOWDON It has now become very difficult to

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ul . L o
codiands ewhy  Brdge verston, Lanas meet the demand for ‘The Ringing
World.” Do not destroy your copy.

THE RINGERS’ HANDBOOK If you do not keep it yourself give it
by E. S. and M. POWELL. to a friend who may not be able to

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling procure one himself.
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.

Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, doth, IZOpB., S/9 PUBLICATIONS.
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