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THE ‘CONFERENCE’

The arrangements for setting up,the ' Ringers’ Con-
ference ' are going ahead, and we publish this week the
rules under which the proceedings will be conducted.
They are based upon typical regulations which govern
the_procedure of a local -authority, as far as they can
be made applicable, but it has <to be recognised, of
course, that a Conference conducted by correspondence
cannot be run in exactly the same way as a meeting at
which the speakers are present in person. For that rea-
son certain wider powers have to be given to the Chair-
man, otherwise it is possible to- conceive a situation aris-
ing in which the proceedings would come to a standstill.

In relation to these powers given to the Chairman
there is one other thing that must be made perfectly
plain. It seems to be generally recognised that the
Chairmanship must be in the hands of the Editor. Un-
less this is so the person who acts as Chairman, not
being at hand to deal witff the contributions as they
arrive, would find himself at considerable disadvantage
with the risk of discussions hanging fire. The Editor
does not seek the office, and if there is any suggestioh
which would carry the scheme through more con-
veniently or with greater acceptance to the Exercise we
should be glad to hear of it. But in view of the experi-
mental nature of this scheme we think that, although the
Chairman is in a sense ' self-appointed,” a trial should
be given to this arrangement. In his capacity as Chair-
man the Editor will do his utmost to conduct the debates
on the lines laid down in the rules, but there is always
this overriding provision, that as Editor he has and must
retain the right of editorial, as distinct from the Chair-
man’s, supervision of what is printed. In a public
meeting, if a man commits a slander, the responsibility
is his, but if a libel (which as most of our readers know
is the .distinction between the written and spoken word)
is committed, the printers, publishers and editor are
alike responsible, and this responsibility cannot be
evaded. Therefore, the editor will still hold the respon-
sibility of finally deciding what shall and what shall not
appear. Needless to say, this ultimate prerogative will
not be exercised except to safeguard the interests of the
paper.

The question of voting presents a somewhat difficult
problem. There can be no ‘ show of hands ' and yet a
good deal of the value of the discussions will be lost
if an opinion cannot be taken on any motion, or amend-
ment. Thus it is that we propose to resort to post card
votes, and we hope that all our readers will take the

opportunity of participating whenever a question is put
(Continued gn pa”e 74.)
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to the Conference. The more readers who vote the
better will be the guide provided to what ringers think
on any subject, and the more weight will the decisions
‘carry if, by any means, future action is possible. It is
hoped to make the voting as simple as possible; in most
cases by a mere ' Aye ' or ‘ No ' on the back of the post
card, with the name and address of the sender. Readers
who have made up their minds after following the dis-
cussions need thus not waste any time in recording their
votes, and we hope that this simplification of procedure
will lead to the wide expression of opinion to which we
look forward. Again we would impress upon ringers
that any reader may vote, whether or not they have pre-
viously taken part in the discussion concerned. n

We have got to the stage now when we are rea<” to
receive motions for the agenda— indeed already they are
beginning to come in. We hope they will be numerous
and varied so as to provide a diversity of interest. We
look forward to the discussions being carried on in a
spirit of friendliness and good will, with an absence of
personalities and a modicum of humour. While the sub-
jects which will be considered may be serious ones, there
is no reason why contributions should not be witty; in-
deed a witty speech is often the leaven of a dull debate.
Brevity is also the soul of wit, and while we hope that
those who have something valuable to say will not hesi-
tate to say it (it may later on be found necessary to fix
a maximum length to which Contributions may go) both
short and breezy ‘' speeches ' will be welcomed.

HANDBELL PEALS

HAVERCROFT, WAKKFIELD, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
(Barnsley and District Society.)
On Friday,February 6, 1942, in Two Hours and Sixteen Minutes,
At 36, Briar Lane,
A PEAL OF SPLICED PLAIN AND GAINSBOROUGH LITTLE BOB
MAJOR, S016 CHANCES |
« Tenor size 14 in D.
Daniel Smith 1-2 IPeter Woodward
Harold Chant 3-4 1Raymond Ford
Composed and Conducted by Harold Chant.

Arranged and rung as a compliment to Raymond Ford, whose bft'th-
day was on the above date.

OXFORD.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.
On Sunday, February 8, 1942, in One Hour and Fifty-Five Minutes,
At New College,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, HW CHANGES)
Seven different callings. , Tenor size 14 in E flatm
I John E.

eJoan Hodldswortb (St. Spice (New
Hilda'™") s >-2 1 College) e 34
‘Patricia A. Scaddan (St. Hilda'*) j*6

Conducted by John K. Spice.

* First peal. An anniversary peal for the soeiety, founded on

February 2nd, 1872.

BELL ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established ISO yean. 'Phone 203

DAVID MAXON, ROPE WORK8, GRANTHAM
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FIRE EFFECT ON STEEL GIRDERS.
TOWER MASONRY CRACKED.

Major J. H. B. Hesse, a member of the Towers and
Belfries Committee of tire Central Council, writes:—

A short time ago | was asked to inspect a peal of
bells belonging to a church where all wood work in the
church and ,tow'er had been completely (Jestroyed by fire
caused by incendiary bombs.

The befts were hung in a modern iron frame mounted
on steel girders. The heat in the tower must have been
very intense. The wooden pads between the crown of
the bells and the cast iron headstocks were completely
burnt away. The fact that they were protected by the
crown of the bells and the headstocks proves the exces-
sive heat.

Owing to this intense heat the steel foundation gir-
ders would naturally elongate and when they cooled down
again would contract. Therefore, because these girders
have anchor plates fitted on all ends, something had to
give, and the masonry round the girders has cracked,
leaving the girders more or less loose in the tower walls.

The cracks were very difficult tQ see and might easily
be missed if not very carefully looked for in other in-
stances, and that is why | take the liberty of drawing
this to the attention of others who may be examining
towers with steel girder foundations. Of course, these
girders will have to be regrouted in.

CHURCHES DAMAGED IN AIR RAIDS.
THE NATIONAL BUILDINGS RECORD.

More than 300 churches in England have been destroyed or seriously
damaged by enemy action, and more than 1,200 damaged less seriously.
In London 33 churches have been destroyed, 47 have been rendered
unfit for use, and 150 have been damaged.

As a result far-reaching proposals for parochial reorganisation after
Hip war were discussed by the Church Assembly which met this week.

In connection with the scheme for making a record of churches and
other buildings which might be destroyed in air raids, over 12.000
photographs have already been made for the National Buildings
Record. A large part of this work lips been done by a team of
professional photographers, to-day numbering about a dozen, in
London and other places which have suffered severely in air raids—
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Liverpool, Leeds, Hull, BirmingEam, Coventry,
Norwich, Colchester, Bristol, and the South Coast from Dover to
Plymouth.

Through the worst of the bombing of London the photographing of
City churches and similarly imperilled treasures of architecture went
on without respite. The photographer was sometimes just ahead of
the bombs, occasionally'just too late. The director of the National
Buildings Record, Mr. Walter H. Godfrey, whose office is now in All
Souls’ College, Oxford, recalls how on one occasion he gave instructions
overnight for a Wren church to be photographed next morning, but
when morning and the photographer arrived tne church was no longer
there. At other times the photographer obtained pictures a day or so
before the bombs tell, and the results survive in the National Buildings
Record in pairs of pliotograplis—' before ' an(f ' after '—filed together.

It is the ‘ befpre ' that is really important, of course, for the pur-
poses of the record. To protect a building at all comprehensively is
impossible, but it is not impracticable to make records that will
mitigate the loss of it by preserving the design for posterity, if not
to serve as a basis for restoration or rebuilding.

THE ESTCOURTS OF PAINSWICK.

A CORRECTION.
John Austin writes that the reference to William Estcourf’s
Edgar Shepherd in our issue of January 16th was not
quite correct. Mr. A. Estcourt was Mayor of Gloucester from 1895
to 1898, not of Bristol. During his term of office he laid the founda-
tion stone in 1896 of the public library and in 1900 he performed the
ceremony of opening it. -

‘He still took an interest in ringing,’ writes Mr. Austin, ‘and
would often run over to Painswick when he knew we were going for
a peal. He honoured us with his presence-at the St. Michael's Juniors
dinner, in 1893 and during the evening rang 5-6 through a course of
Grandsire Caters with the brothers .Tames, myself and F. E. Hart.
I think that gathering was the prelude to the 10'bells at St. Michael's.’

Mr.
son by Mr.
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THE EXPERTS.

A WORD FOR THE OLDER MEN.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Smallwood is too hard on the experts. It is quite
true that all of them made mistakes and were not infallible, but I
never knew that they ever claimed to be so. On the other hand, every
ringer hasbenefited by their work.

Mr. Smallwood refers to Henry Law James, but in ordinary fairness
it should be admitted that while James did at times express in rather
dogmatic fashion opinions which the Exercise has not accepted, he
rarely was at fault when he was dealing with facts. If he did not
himself contribute much material to thought, he stimulated thought
in others to an almost greater degree than any of his contemporaries:
and to him the Exercise mainly owes Spliced ringing on six and eight
bells—the greatest development in practical ringing during a century.

Nor has Mr. Smallwood any real cause for feeling ‘ a little private
satisfaction at the confounding of these gentlemen,” and there is little
chance of his getting ‘even more amusement out of the attempt of
the experts to put themselves in the right again.’

To put it bluntly, it is all fudge to say that by composing his peal
of Stedman Triples Mr. Slack has done something ‘in next to no
time ' which older men had tried in vain for years to do and had said
was impossible. Nor is there anything novel or startling in the fact
that he proved his peal before he composed it. It is the sort of thing
every competent composer does; and you have only to turn to the
writings of Heywood or Bulwer (to say nothing of many articles in
' The Ritging World ') to see how it is done.*

Mr. Slack’s peal is on a plan which men like Heywood, Bulwer and
J. J. Parker did not investigate further than was necessary for them
to understand the historical development of Stedman Triples composi-
tion. And the reason why they did not investigate it was because its
disadvantages'in their opinion far outweighed any good it might give.
Heywood calls it ‘a system of composition which has the effect of
degrading Stedman Triples to the position of Doubles with two extra
bells dodging behind.’ He may have been right or .wrong in liis
opinion, but it was quite good enough a reason for neglecting to
investigate the possibilities of such a peal as Mr. Slack’s.

I have not said that Heywood was ‘ quite aware of the fact that an
equal two-part with only two singles was possible.” | said that so far
as | knew he never expressed any opinion on the matter, but | can
add now that the knowledge and ability he showed in dealing with
composition on the twin-bob plan should convince us that he would
not have been baffled by this problem had he thought it worth while
mto investigate it. He did not do so, but that is no sign of inferiority
to any later man who may have tackled the problem. Whatever
merits as a composition Mr. Slack’s peal may have (and they are
many), they will not be increased by belittling the work of older
composers, or pretending there has been some revolutionary develop-
ment of composition which has put the work of old men in the shade.

Mr. Jennings challenges me to produce a two-part peal with only
two singles and without these six-bobs sets. | have no intention of
accepting his challenge. If | did produce such a peal it would not
have the slightest effect on this argument. | know it would be a very
difficult job and | can see many obstacles in the way, but | certainlv
should not like to say that it is impossible.

A lot of fuss has been made about the publication of this peal. If
the figures had been printed when it was first composed about four
years or 60 ago, 99 people out of 100 would not have looked at them,
and the others would have forgotten all about them by how. One
thing *The Ringing World ' has done at least. It has given the peal
a good advertisement. J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE.

‘'THE EXPERTS CONFOUNDED
A CHALLENGE.
To the Editor.

Sir,—In your issue of February 6th there appeared a letter from
Mr. J. Frank Smallwood under the above title, and | was much
interested in his query about Mr. Morris’ *tapping.” | only met Mr.
Morris once and then did not have any conversation with him about
his tapping

However, Mr. Smallwood might like to know that if he will provide
a typist | will repeat a 5,056 London Surprise, In and 5th’s, for the
typist to take down, and the figures could be seen by anyone.
Further, | should require the typist to be a non-ringer. Possibly Mr.
Smallwood would prefer to write to me privately on the matter. IT
so, my address is Ward 1, Severalls Hospiffil, Colchester, Essex.

W. KEEBLE.

HANDLING THE BELL ROPE.

Mr. Charles E. Borrett writes, ‘1 do not think you were right in
saying some weeks ago that it was “ traditional ” in- Norwich to
hold the tail end in the right hand. 1 think it was the other way:
George Smith, Palgravfe, Fiddament, Thorpe, Freeman and Skinner
were all “ lefts.” | think Fred Knights started the “ rights” with
nearly all his pupils save Warnes.’
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THE BELLS OF LONDON.
THEIR ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORY.
By J. Armiger Trollope.

The publication of the fifth part of Mr. Frederick
,Sharpe’s ' Church Bells of Berkshire ' brings once more
to our notice the subject of bell archaeology, a subject
which, although it lies outside the main interest of most
ringers, has for a select few a special and absorbing
attraction.

As far back as the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies there are many references in the writings of anti-
quariaris to old and historical bells, but it was not until
the middle of the nineteenth that a few men woke up to
the fact that all over England in the towers and steeples
of towns and villages there were hundreds of bells of
great interest and many of them of high antiquity. Those
bells were little cared for, and through neglect and mis-
use their number was diminishing year by year.

In 1847 a little book was published by the R6y. Dr.
Alfred Gatty whicfi marks and to some extent created w»
renewed interest among a section of churchpeople in the
bells, the sound of which was so familiar to their ears,
but which themselves were so remote’ and inaccessible.
Gatty’s book was popular in style and rather slight in
texture, and its intrinsic merits are altogether less than
its ultimate effect; but it was followed by the writings
of a few men who brought real knowledge and learning
to bear'on the subject.

Two of them may be called the real founders of bell
archseology — Henry Thomas Ellacome and William
Charles Lukis—and they, followed by others, began to
make a survey of the belfries of the country, to copy-
inscriptions, and to search out the records of the old
founders, with the result that a number of books were
pnhlished giving details of all the church bells in many
of the counties of 'England. Lukis’ * Church Bells ' ap-
peared in 1857; J. A. D. Tyssen's ‘' Church Bells of
Sussex,’ the first complete survey of .any one county,
appeared in 1864; Ellacome’s ‘ Devon ' in 1872, and his
‘ Somerset ' in 1875; Dr. J. J. Raven’s ‘Cambridgeshire’
in 1869, and ‘' Suffolk ' in 1890; L’'Estrange’s ‘ Norfolk ’
in 1874; Thomas North published his ‘ Church Bells of
Leicestershire ' in 1876, and in subsequent volumes
covered most of the Eastern Midlands; Stahlschmidt's
‘ Surrey Bells ' appeared in 1884 and his ‘' Church Bells
of Kent ' in 1887; while the bells of other counties were
dealt with by later writers, and especially by Mr. H. B.
Waters, whose profession as well as his inclination
especially fitted him for antiquarian work of this sort.

The interest of all these men was archaeological. The
value of a bell to them lay in its age, its inscription, the
beauty of its lettering, and the rarity of its founder’s
work. They were little concerned with a bell as a
musical instrument, with the quality of its notes, the
purity of its overtones, or the harmonic effect of the
whole ringing peal. Some of them dealt, very fully
with the historical and archseological uses of bells, but
for most of them change ringing had scant interest, and
when they mention it in their books they do so with-
out much understanding or knowledge.

' Ellacombe was to some extent an exception. He was
himself a ringer, though he did not progress much
further than Grandsire Doubles, and he was keenly in-
terested in ringers, but he cared far more about their
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social and moral welfare than about the art they prac-.
tised. He was a diligent parish priest of the old squire-
parson type, and a born archaeologist.

It is easy to see why change ringing had few attrac-
tions for these men. Between the scholarly, studious
antiquarians and the rough unlettered village ringers of
the mid-nineteenth century there could scarcely be much
sympathy or points of contact. Both classesr were in-
terested in bells, but their points of view and modes of
thought were utterly dissimilar; the ringers had not sutli-
cient education to understand the things the anti-
guarians cared for, and the antiquarians quite missed the
attraction that change ringing had for the ringers.

Yet these books had indirectly a very profound and
lasting effect ort the fortunes of the ringing Exercise®
It was mainly through them that' the clergy began to
wake up to the fact that the bells in the steeples were
among the most valuable and interesting of the Church’s
possessions. Interest in the bells led to interest in the
ringers, and so the belfry reform movement was greatly
strengthened. The actual readers of these books no
doubt were few, but they influenced many. -

Since the great war the interest in bell archaeology has
much declined, though Mr. Sharpe’s book is a sign that
it is by no means dead. The decline no doubt is mainlv
due to the feeling that most of the work has been done
and there is little left, for the newcomer. The pioneers
were adventurers and discoverers, who when they visited
some neglected tower coaid" always hope to come across
some ancient bell by an obscure founder. But that is all
passed. There are few bells now which are not known
and of which the inscriptions have not been copied; but
though full surveys have been published of most of the
counties there are still some districts where this has not
been done and among them is London.

The difficulties which face tKe man who should at-
tempt to take rubbings of all the bells in the London
churches as Ellacombe did in .the Devon churches and
other men have done in other counties, are so great that
one may fairly assert that it will never be done. It is
one thing to visit a pleasant country village where the
belfry key can usually be readily obtained from the neigh-
bouring parsonage; it is another thing to gain admit-
tance to a London City tower, and when that has been
done, not without the expenditure of much trouble,
patience and money, the investigator’'s task is not a very
pleasant one. There is dirt in a country bell chamber,
especially when the bells have long been neglected (a
thing fortunately much rarer than once it was), but tht
dirt which is the result of the slow disintegration of
stone and timber is not unpleasant dirt. The dirt in a
London bell chamber is caused by the smoke laden
atmosphere of centuries and will not only ruin am
clothes, but gives a sense of personal defilement.

And should the enthusiast" surmount these difficulties
the harvest he will reap for his pains is meagre ‘in the
extreme. From an archseological point of view the bell s
in the London district are perhaps the most uninteresting
in England. Except at Southfield and in Westminster
Abbey there are none that date from medieval times.
The fire in 1666 destroyed those in greater part of the
City, and those that survived were- afterwards sacrifices
to the demand for larger and better ringing peals. There
are many fine bells in London and some of the eighteenth
and nineteenth century founders were excellent crafts-
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men, but the inscriptions they placed on their bells are
uninteresting and commonplace to the last degree.

In the cotihtry many of the oldest and most valuable
(archaeologically speaking) of the bells are to be found
afnotigmhe, rings of>three or five or as single bells; in
London the majority of .‘the churches possess hut two
and those not earlier than the end of the seventeenth
century and the beginning of the eighteenth.

But though London presents such a poor field to the
bell archaeologist, to the change ringer and the historian
of ringing her belfries are the most interesting in the
country; for nowhere else was there so much develop-
ment of the art in early times and nowhere else is there
so much information available about the bells of past
ages. Only this information is widely scattered in scores
ai)d even hupdreds of places. In the Public Record
Office there are the inventories of King Edward’s reign
which, though not quite complete, give ample, informa-
tion of the numbers of bells in the hundred City steeples
of pte-Reformation times. The churchwardens’ ac-
counts of many parishes have survived and "they tell us
much about the bells and something about the ringing.
These churchwardens’ accounts are not easy fO read and
a vast amount of patience and knowledge is required in
dealing with them, but fortunately a large number have
been transcribed and printed, and so are available for use
by anyone who has access to such a library as that of
the British Museum. In addition much research work
has been done in various parishes and information about
bells can be found in dozens of books published from
time to time relating to the history' of different churches.
Naturally these books differ very considerably in their
quality and authority.
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Though no complete collection of the inscriptions of
London bells has been published,, those of the principal
rings have been printed separately at different times and
are available to anyone who cares to take the trouble
oKsearching for them. Whether these transcripts are
always accurate is a little doubtful and the inscriptions
themselves have very little interest.

I have been able to gather together a considerable
amount of this information, and the articles which have
from time to time dppeared in ' The Ringing World
show that though a book on London bells would not
compare in-‘archaeological interest with those that have
been written on the county bells, from other points of
view it might equal and perhaps surpass any of them.

________________ t
EDWARD READ’'S FIRST BELL
PROBABLY HIS WORST.
To the Editor.

Sir,—I have read with interest Mr. Sharpe's letter concerning bells
cast at Aldbourne, Wilts. | would like to point out, however, that
Edward Read’s first bell, cast ill 1751, was recast by' Taylors in 1938.
Tliis bell, the second in the ring at St. Michael's, Basingstoke, was of
very poor tonal qualities, end was probably the worst bell irr the
tower, which, like. East. Hagbourne, Berks, also contained specimens
of the work of six founders. But, unlike Hagbourne, their work con-
-stituted one of the worst peals in the county until the recent extensive
restoration, when the front four bells and the tenor were recast.

It is interesting to note that when the founder placed the letters
for his'inscription in the mould he omitted the letter ‘E’' from
Aldbourne, and afterwards put it in just mabove the rest. This omis-
sion was reproduced when the be'l was recast.

That this bell was a very poor one may be accounted for by the
fact that it was the founder’s first attempt. Perhaps Mr. Sharpe can
sav, if later bells by the same founder showed any improvement, and
whether he east any larger bells or complete rings. This be’'l weighed
about 5 cwt. 0. W. MUNDAY.

A.D.O.S. staff, R.A.O0.C.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

A handbell peal of Bob Minor was rung at New College, Oxford/ op
Sunday, to celebrate tbe Seventieth anniversary of tPt formation of
the Oxford University Society. - .

The peal was oalled by John E. Spice aud the others ot the baud
were two young ladies, Miss Joan Houlds-worth and Miss Patricia
Scaddan, both of St. Hilda's College, who rang their first peal. It
was an admirable achievement, as they hegan ringing only last
October. Lo

Miss Houldsworth is ‘ following in father’'s footsteps.” Mr. Houlds-
worth was one of the band at Immanuel Church, Oswaldtwistle, Lancs,
who rang many peals in the first twenty years of the present century.

Mr. G. F. Doel, late of Poole, now residing in Salisbury; is in
the local infirmary, where he has undergone a serious operation for
internal trouble. He is now making satisfactory progress' and his
friends wish him a speedy recovery.

Tbe first and only peal of Kent Treble Bob Cinques was lung by
the St. Martin’s Youths at Birmingham on February 1st, 1832.

George Bolland, a leading Yorkshire six-bell ringer, was born'on
February 2nd, 1852. On the same date in 1872 the Oxford University
Society was founded, and seven years later on February 4th, 1879, the
Cambridge University Guild was founded by the late Rev. W. C.
Pearson .

At WalsallTon February 4*h, 1861, 10,032 changes of Grandsirc Major
were rung.

Last Saturday was the seventeenth anniversary of a peal of Stedman
Triples rung at St. Giles'-in-the-Fields by a band all of whom were
over 6ft. high. They ranged from Mr. Fred Rogers, a mere 6ft.
nothing', to Canon G. F. Coleridge, 6ft. 47in.

On February 10th, 1849 the Woolwich band, who were members of
the Ancient Society of College Youths and included five of the Banister
family, rang 5,376 changes of Superlative Surprise Major, the first
true peal of Surprise Major in London.

Just a year later on February 9th, 1850, the St. James’ Society rang
at Bethnal Green 5,600 changes of the same method. Henry W.
Haley conducted aud Matthew A. Wood rang the tenor. James
Dwight, the ringerlof the seventh, died fifty'years ago last week.

Four years later, on February 10th, 1854, the St. James’ Society
rang the first peal of Stedman Cinques on handibells. This also Haley
called and Dwight rang 11-12.

The first true peal of Cambridge Surprise Major, Middleton's full
composition, 5,600 changes, was rung by Leonard Proctor's band at
Bemngton in Hertfordshire on February Iltli, 1873.

On February 12th, 1821, 14,016 changes of Kent Treble Bob Maj°r
were rung at Oldham, and on the same date in 18S3 William Wakley
was born.

The first peal of Kent Treble Bob Caters was rung at Aston by the
Birmingham men on February 13th, 1848.

The College Youths rang 7,018 Grandsire Cinques at St. Michael’s.
Cornhill, on February 14th, 1731. There were three men to the tenor,
including Benjamin Annable, who called the bobs. This is not sur-
prising, as the heavy ring of bells was, then liung quite high up in
the lofty tower.

On the same date in 1920 the Pairiswick men rang 13,001 changes of
the same method.

Joseph Tebbs, of Leeds, the composer of a famous peal of Stedman
Triples on the multi-bob plan, died on February 14th, 1836.

Rfty>years ago to-day eight peals were rung. Three were Grand-
sire Triples, one Grandsire Caters, two Kent Treble Bob Major and
one each Doubles and Minor.

Ten years ago to-day 30 peals were rung. They consisted of Grand-
sire Triples 5, Cinques 2, Stedman Triples 2, Gatera 2, Cinques 2. Kent
Treble Bob Major 1, Double Norwich Court Bob Major 2, Cambridge
Surprise Major 1, Royal 1, Superlative 1, Bristol 1, London 2, and
Minor 8

Ten years ago to-day Mr. C. H. Kippin rang and called his first
peal of Bristol Surprise Major.

MR. W. J. NEVARD.
EIGHTY-SIXTH BIRTHDAY.

All our readers will join us in congratulating Mr. Williain J. Nevard
on the attainment of his eiglity-sixth birthday, which took place, last
Sunday.

Mr. Nevard, who was born at Langham in Essex on February Stli,
1856, began his ringing in 1870. His first peal was at Long Melford
on February 7tli, 1885, and since then, he has taken part in about 450
others. He has jield various offices in the Essex Association and repre-
sented it on the Central Council for many years. Some months ago
he had the misfortune to have his house burnt down, and lie suffered
from a rather severe illness. There is no more popular member of
the E'sex Association, and we frnst he .will be spared yet many years.

GERMANY MELTS HER BELLS.

Hans Fritsche, the Nazi propaganda broadcaster, declared in a
broadcast from Berlin last week that every ounce of metal in Ger-
many is being called in, including the church bells, which will serve
the countrv as in the last war.
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THE RINGERS CONFERENCE.

RULES OF DEBATE.
What Contributors May and May Not Do.

We publish below the * Rules of Debate ' proposed for
the Ringers’ Conference. If they seerri rather lengthy
for such a simple,method of discussion it is because we
wish that there shall be no disputes as to the rights of
those who take part and because we desire the procedure
to be adopted to be known from the outset.

It may appear* that the Chairman is given more dis-
cretionary powers than is sometimes the case at a meet-
ing, but that has been found necessary to meet what
would otherwise provoke unavoidable delays or dead-
lock, and perhaps acrimonious correspondence. The
essence of. success'in this scheme is to keep the dis-
cussions flowing freely.

One other thing must be emphasised, and that is that
editorial responsibility for what appears in the reports in
‘ The Ringing World ' cannot legally be shelved and,
while full scope for the expression of opinion within the
limits already indicated will be given, the editor's de-
cision on what is permitted to appear must be final and
no correspondence can be entered into on the subject.

NOTICES OF MOTION.

Notices of motion should be sent in as soon as possible
so that the agenda may be drawn up and published.
Each should be accompanied by the names and addresses
of the proposer and seconder and forwarded to the
address given below.

THE RULES.
1. Every notice of motion shall be sent to tlie Chairman, The
Ringers’ Conference, ‘' The Ringing World ' Office, Lower Pyrford

Road, Woking, signed by the proposer, and accompanied by the name
of the seconder, whose 7>revioug Consent shall have been obtained.

The Chairman shall have power to reject any motion which 4ke con-
siders frivolous or likely to bring the Conference into disrepute, but
tbe proposer aiid seconder may request a vote of the subject. No
discussion shall take place on the request.

2. No previous notice need be °fiven of amendments, btit to facilitate
discussion an amendment must be accompanied by the names of the
proposer and seconder. Under the same conditions motions to close a
discussion may be submitted.

3. The order of the agenda shall be the order in which the notices
of motion are received, and any dispute on this point shall be deter-
mined by the Chairman in his absolute discretion.

4. When a new subject is to be introduced the contributions to the
debate by the propose” and seconder shall be forwarded to the Chair-
man in order ttiat thev may appear in the same issue of ‘ The Ringing
World.* *-

Every person taking part in a debate shall direct his contribution
to the question under discussion or to an explanatlon or to a question
of order.

5. An amendment shall be either (i) to Ieave’\ out words; (ii) tc
leave out words and insert or add others; (iii) to insert or acid words,
but such an amendment shall not have the effect of introducing a new
proposal into or of negativing the motion before the Conference.

6. If an amendment be rejected other amendments may be moved
on the original motion. If an amendment be carried, the motion as
amended shall take the place of the original motion and shall become
the motion upon which any further amendment may be moved. Not
more than one amendment shall be before the Conference at one time,
but other amendments may be sent to the Chairman to be held in
suspension until the one under discussion has been disposed of.

7. A person shall not make more than one contribution to the
debate on any motion, or any amendment, except on (i) a point of
order, or (ii) by way of personal explanation (which shall be confined

(Continued in next column.)

TOWER CLOCKS
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WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION,

HALESOWEN RECTOR AND DANGERS OF 'SILENT'WiLLK

A well-attended meeting of the Northern Branch was held Hale-
sowen on Saturday, January 17th. Good use was made-of the hand-
bells and it was gratifying to note the progress made Dy'-the £bunj]
band from St. Thomas’, Stourbridge, and particularly of their niosT-
recently joined member, Miss Flossie Wright, whp™ in the space of
four months, has graduated to a pair in.Grandsire Cateys....Unfor-
tunately, the progress of this band will be retarded b~-Vtbe early
departure of Messrs. Derek Watson and Raymond Smitli, "ille former
for service in the Royal Navy and the latter in the R.A.IV

An excellent tea was provided at the Central Cafe™ lo.which aft:
apparently did full justice. vV o_

The quarterly business meeting followed, the chair being taken byZ
the Rev. T. T. Davies, the Rector. >3. ,

It was decided to hold the February practice meeting tot SStourbridgo
on February 21st. Further meetings up to June were fixed as follows :
Dudley, March 14th; Kidderminster, April 25th; Hartlebfcry, M3V
23rd; and Hagley Park, June 20th or 27th.

The Rector expressed his pleasure at having such agoodly gathf£rin”
despite the unfortunate ban on tower-bell ringing, and was delighted
to learn that all the meetings were similarly attended. Ke:%ucRe<tlip~v
tire possible adverse'cffects the ban might have if it endured'for arfy
length of time upon youngsters growing up, who had never heard
bells rung as they were meant to be rung, and may comeTook
upon them as harbingers of danger, suffering and misery, instead of
the beautiful and inspiring things they are in reality. There were
many more efficient methods of invasion warning availgfole;without
making our churches military objectives.

After the meeting the handbells were again in demand until; the
time came to adjourn to another rendezvous. ~ev Vv
Members were present from Birmingham, Brierley Hill,
Dudley, Stourbridge, Wollaston, Wolverley and the local tower.

dent/
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to some material part of a former .contribution on the sanre motion
or amendment which may have been misunderstood). The ruling of
the Chairman 0ll a point of order or on the admissibility of a personal
explanation shall be final and not open to discussion. r

The foregoing paragraph shall not apply to the proposer oof:«>
motion or an amendment 1l as far as the proposer or a motion shall
have a right to reply at the close of the debate upon such motion
immediately before it is put to the vote, and if an amendment is"
proposed the .proposer of the amendment shall be entitled to reply
at the close of the debate upon the amendment. A member txermsmg
the right to reply shall not introduce new matter. T oLV

8. When a motion is under debate 110 other motion shall be movedm:
except as in paragraph 9, or (i) to amend the motion, (ii) to proceed
to the next business, (iii) that the question be now put, *but the
Chairman shall have discretion as to accepting either of -the last two.

9. In the event of either of the last two motions being moved and
seconded and accepted by the Chairman, discussion on the next subject’
01l the agenda shall be begun pending a vote on the proposition.
Similarly, in order that there may not be undue delays, the debate
on the next subject shall be begun, while a vote is taken on a motion
or an amendment.

10. Voting shall be by postcard authenticated by the name and
address of the sender and shall not be confined to those who have
taken part- in the debate. Any reader may vote, altliough he or sho
has not contributed to the discussion. The time limit for voting will
be five days after the announcement that a vote is to be taken,* thus
postcards must, be received by the Chairman by Wednesday in the
week following publication.

11. Postcards recording votes and all correspondence relating to
the Conference must be sent to tan =ic

THE CHAIRMAN, * n
RINGERS' CONFERENCE, -
*THE RINGING WORLD ' OFFICE.
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD,
WOKING, SURREY.

In any point of dispute not covered by these rules the ChairmanV
decision shall be final, and he shall also have power, in an emergency,
temporarily to vary the rules if it appears to him in the interests of .
the Conference to do so. He shall also have power to edit cr refrain
from publishing contributions or parts of contributions which intro-
duce irrelevant matter or overlap other subjects

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

Ve have experts visiting all parts of the British liles, and shaii be pleased
to carry oat restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
DORCHESTER,BRANCH TO AKEEP GOING.

Though the towers of old England still stand silent, members of
the Dorchester Branch are seeing to it that the tradition of thp
»r.ir.m English art is well maintained as far us possible This was
ovidenced. at the annual meeting of tho branch' on Saturday, January
3lst. =

The ringers of St. Peter’s had been working overtime during the
previous week to get the'silent apparatus in order, and thanks to
them and the assistance of Mr. O. C. Vidlev, a noted Porset engineer
‘.ind archffiologist, the back six of the peal of eight were quite ready for
ibe meeting. As a result the handbells were neglected, for it. was the
tirst time any of those present had touched a rope siacp the ban
Everyone was enthusiastic and anxious to have a pull and to hear how
khe bells fixed in the belfry were striking.

The service was conducted by the chairman .of the district (the Rev.
Canon A. W. Markby), who also gavo the address, taking for his
text Romans x., 18, ‘Their sound is gone out jnto all the earth.’
He mentioned that he had received letters from ringers from prac-
lioally every front, and one stated when" he heard ‘ Big Ben ' over
the wireless in the desert it gave him quite a thrill.

Some well-known hymns were sung, and the service concluded with
the hymn for absent brethron, ‘ Holy Father, in Thy mercy.’

Tea was served at Major** Cafe and a plentiful supply of food was
in evidence.

At the'annual meeting, which followed, 35 members were present,
the. towers -represented being Abbotsbury, Bradford Peverefl. Dor-
chester (St. Peter's), Fordington, Maiden Newton, Stratton, Sydling,
Upwey, Wool and Wyke Regis. A welcome visitor was Lieut. P.
Newington, R.A.F,., of Spalding, Lincs. Several apologies for absence
were received, the cause in nearly all cases being due to the petrol
rations.

The Master of the Guild (the Rev. C. C. Cox) wrote: ‘| am sure if
we could only be 'allowed to sound our bells for Sunday services
again it would do more than anything to inspire our people to labour
for victory 1 Mr. Martin Stewart wrote admiring the hon. secretary
for endeavouring to carry on the good work of the Guild, while the
general secretary (the Rev. F. LI. Edwards) wrote wishing the mem-
bers of the branch all success in their activities and desiring em-
phatically to express his gratification, both at the way in whigli they
maintained their interest lit the work of the Guild under such
adverse conditions.

HON. SECRETARY’'S REPORT.

The }iou secretary presented his annual report,
gretted that the ban is to continue. As far as he could 'earn, it
would not be lifted throughout the duration of the war. The land
was thus robbed of the cheerful and encouraging sound of the music
of the bells floating over the countryside, particularly for the Sunday
services. The activities had been well maintained, three very suc-
cessful meetings having been held. The call to duty with H.M. Forces
and national service had caused a falling off of members and conse-
quently of subscriptions.

He regretted the passing of one of their oldest members and a
founder of the branch, Mr. James Orchard, of West Lulworth, who
was a member for over 40 years. In the ‘Roll of Honour ' they had
to regret the loss of one of the Wyke Regis ringers, who was killed
in H.M.S. ‘Barham.” He was a promising ringer, a member of the
choir and a server. -

They were glad to know, continued the report, that in spite of all
difficulties St. Peter’'s band. Dorchester, met as often as possible for
handbell practice, and now the silent apparatus was nearly completed
they would carry on with the ropes.

Previous to Armistice Day, a wreath was placed on tho branch
memorial, to the brethren who gave their lives in the last great war.

Thanks were extended -in the report to all those who had entertained
the members at the resDective meetings. and greetings and all good
wishes were sent to all members serving with H.M. Forces with
wishes for a safe return home. Lastly, the secretary appealed to the
membep to throw their whole jyejght into the fight for Christianity,
victory and freedom.

The financial statement wa* nresented and showed receipts of
£33 8s. 9d. and expenditure of £14 16s. 3d., leaving a balance in the
Post Office Savings Bank of £18 12s. 6d.

Both the reoort and balance 6heet were carried with acclamation,
and the best thanks of the meeting were given to the hon. secretary
for his continued gOod work on behalf of the Guild.

A discussion then took place as to whether any further meetings
should be held, and it was unanimously agreed to carry on If possible.

The Vicar of Wool invited the branch tliei'e in June, and-the Rector
of Stratton invited them to that village in August. The lion, secre--
tary said if they required another meeting-he' would do his best to
arrange one.

Further discussion then took place on the paragraph iii the general
secretnrv’s circular, which staled : ' It is felt that while activities of
the Guild ari suspended, it is not reasonable to demand payment
of the members’ normal subscriptions, ete.’

Manv expressions of opinion were offered, and it was unanimously
resolved that, as far as the Dorchester Branch was runcerned the
members wish to pay the usual subscription.

fContinned in next eohnnn.)

in which he re-
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PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

WELLINGBOROUGH BRANCH ANNUAL MEETING.

By the cooperation of the Recfcot (the Bev! R. S. Sleight), the
annual meeting of tlie Wellingborough Branch of the Peterborough
Diocesan 'Guild was held at Irthlin”Doyough on iNiturday, January

Ringers attended from Wellingoorougli, Higham Ferrers, Rusli-
den, Wilbxr Mears Ashby, Great Doddington, Jrphe~ter, Jr.nedQU, -Earlfc
Barton, Harrold. Turvtfy, Barton Seagrave, WaTkton, Addington and
members of the local band.

The Guild service was lield iu St. Peter's Church during the after-
noon aud was conducted by the Rector. lu welcoming the ringers,
the Rector said how rimch he was looking forward to hoaxing the
peal of eight bells ring out, having as yet never heard them. He wa*
quite sure that never more than now was the work of bellringers
more appreciated, for since the bau the cheering voice of the bells nad
been missed-

The organist was Mr. Donald Cocking”,- of Harrold, now serving
with the Royal Navy. Homo on leave, ho was asked at the' lasl
moment to onk-.iate, and he did so with much credit, as fie had never
before seen the instrument.

Tea was provided in the Co-operative Hall by tbe wives of the local
ringers. The Rev. J. H. Marlow (Bozeat) presided at the subsequent
business proceedings, at which 28 were present. Apologies for absence
were received from the Marquis of Northampton, Mr. C. Payne and
Mr. E. W. Johnson (auditor).

Tho next place of meeting was left to the secretarv. 1

Mr. A. W. Lovell, of Great Doddington, iwas elected an honorary
member. '

The report and balance sheet for 1941 were accepted with thanks to
the secretary.

The officers werfc all re-elected, viz.: Branch president, the Rev.
J. H. Marlow ; secretary and treasurer, Mr. A. ?igley; Ringing Master,
Mr. J. R Main; Central Committee, Messrs. G! Basford and A. Plow-
man: Branch Committee, Messrs. A. Y. Tyler, C. Pavne and A.
Boddington; auditor, Mr. E. W. Johnson.’

A very encouraging letter was read from the Rev. C: F. Westacatt.
at one time Rector of Wilby and branch president.

A discussion took place concerning Rule 5, whereby members arc
crossed off the books after two years' arrears, and it was decided to
Dress for an amendment at the forthcoming general annual meeting
of the Guild.

Mr C. Newman proposed a hearty vote .of thanks to the Rector for
the service, to the ladies for the splendid tea, and also to the voluntary
organist, who unfortunately could not stay to tea. Handbells pro-
vided an alternative to the usual tower bells, but the chief pleasure
was meeting old friends once again.

A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION.
To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—It is with more surprise than interest | read of the
suggestion to form a National Association of Ringers! it sounds to me
like a ‘ political*rebellion.’

What else is our Central Council but 'national '? 4D !
A FIRST QU *RTEP -PE AL.
On Sunday, February 1st, at Ridouts, Stoke Wake, Blandford,
Dorset, a quarter-peal of Grandsire Doubles (1.260 changes): Mrs.

Toan P. S. Field .1-2, E. T. Paul Field (conductor) 34, William E.
Trevett 5-6. First quarter-peal *in hand’ by all, and first quarter-
peal on an *inside * bell by the ringer of 5-6. -

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
(Continued from previous column.)

The Chairmau referred to absent brethren and expressed the devout
wish that those serving in defence of their country would return home
safely. Hs stated only on the previous Thursday'he had °‘ tied the
knot mof their tower secretary, Mr. Jack Smith (now of the R.A.F.).
who was home for a few days, and St. Peter’s ringers turnedout with
the handbells.—The members sent the happy couple their best wishes.

The Vicar of Wool (the Rev. A. L. Edwards) and Mr. O. C. Vidler
were elected honorary members, and Mr. C. H. Steemson, of St.
Peter's, Dorchester, a ringing member.

The Chairman, in referring to the silent am>aratus now being in-
stalled, said that it would cost from £15 to £20.—The meeting voted
£2 2s. from the branch fund towards the fund, and thanks wer<
given to Mr. Vidler and the captain of St. Peter*s.ringers (Mr. J.
Squire) for the way they had worked to get it in readiness for th**
meeting.

The district officers were re-elected en bloc by acclamation, and the
chairman and hou. secretary returned thanks. Both the Ringing
Master, Mr. C. Smart, and the Deputy Ringing Master, Mr. P. Tocork.
are «ervmg with-the Forces.

It va> roportedT that Abbo«*bury, whieh usu”llv \be«]-hin*' ringer-,
had seven members serving with the Forces,

The usuafl votes of thank* were passed to all who had helped ni
any way to further the good work of the Guild, and particularly the
chairman hon. secretary and Mr. J. T. Godwin, who made the local
arrangements

The happy-meeting concluded, tie members the# a<ftouriied to St.
Peter's tower and enjoyed- the use of the ropes Aintil late in the
evening.
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ESSEX ASSOCIATION,

MEETING- AT CHELMSFORD.

Tho annual meeting of the South-Eastern District of tho EsSex
Association, Held at Chelmsford on January 31sl, although not largely
attended, was very enjoyable’. Handbell ringing and a touch of Kent
Major on the silent tower bells precoded the meeting ht the belfry
under the chairmanship of the District Master, Mr. H. Mansfield, -who
was again unanimously re-elected to this office.

The bon. secretary, Mr. H. W. Shadrack, and the representatives,
to the General Committee, Mr. G. Green and Mr. E. Runter, were
also re-elected.

Mr. Shadrack reported the death of a life member, Mr. H. Bowers,
of Broomfield. Mr. Arnofff-Bnrntonj--of Great Barfdow-, was elected a
member. .

Some discussion took place regarding meetings, the hon. secretary
saViiig that the biggest difficulty was the catering, especially when it
was not-certain how many would attend, but all agreed that, meetings
should be held if possible so that members could meet and renew old
acquaintances..

It was finally decided to hold a meeting at Great Baddow in late
April or early’' Mav, Mr. G. Green, undertaking to arrange for tea,
and it was'hoped that all who can will endeavour to attend and help
to keep the association alive and ready to recommence its main
activities when ringing can be resumed.

After the meeting the association service was conducted in the
Cathedral by the Provost, Canon W. E. R. Morrow, during the course
of which lie welcomed the ringers once again to the Cathedral. Mrs.
Harrison was at the organ.

In the evening several members met at the Spotted Dog, where a
room had' been engaged, for handbell ringing and ‘ chatting.’

! MEETING AT ROMFORD.

Tho annual district meeting of -the South-Western District of the
Essex Association.was held at Romford on Saturday, January 31st,
and was most succcssful, about 20 members being present from Brent-
wood, Prittlewell, Chigwell Row, Mytonstone, Wanstead and Rom-
ford. Some of the members took the opportunity of ringing a few
touches on the handbells until 4 o’clock, when a service was conducted
by the Vicar of Romford, the Rev. E. C. Blaxland, who gave an
lildress and said how sorry he was the members could not adjourn to
ihe tower to parrv on the art of bellringing.

The business meeting was held in the vestry, presided over by the
Rev. E. C. Blaxland, supported by t-he District Master, Mr, J. Chalk.
V letter was read from Mr. J. H. OamDion,,saying that although he
eould not be present in person, Iris thoughts were there, and he hoped
that the meeting would fee a success. During the afternoon the Rev.
E. C. Blaxland was made an lion, member of the association.

The acting- secretary then gave a report on the activities of the
district during the past year, and stated that in spite of the un-
favourable conditions, the district had maintained its standard: that
two very successful meetings had been held, at Brentwood and
Loughton. The district had lost two members during the past year,
Mr. Parker, of Barking, and Mr. Perry, of Louprhton, who had been
members of the association for many'years. The secretary further
-tated that there were about 43 members in H.M. Forces, and on
behalf of the district and all present he wished them good luck and
Godspeed on their safe return.

It was pronosed that the next meeting should be held ;.t Horn-
eliurch, or, ih the event of Hornchurch not being available, at Dagen-
ham. Mr. J. Chalk was re-elected District Master for the comine
ear and Mrs. J. H. Cramoion was re-elected district secretary. Mr.
G. Dawson and Mr. A. Prior were re-elected as committee members.

Mr. Lufkin, of Prittlewell. stated that lie would like to put on
record the name of Douglas Smoothy, who, only 19 vears of age, was
killed on active service while serving with the R.A.F. Although «iot
", member of the association, he had been a most keen ringer for
eliree years and would in all probability have heen made a member
had not the war intervened.

A lengthy discussion then took place with regard to the formation
i.f a National Association, -which was strongly ooposed.

The meeting concluded with a heartv vote of thanks to the Rev.

C. Blaxland for conducting the service, and for accompanying the
hpnns: to Mr. Butler for all that he had done, and to those Who
supported the meeting. Varied touches were rung on the handbells
during tho evening. During the service a collection was taken for
the Bell Restoration Fund, which amounted to 13s.

LO\nO») MINOR AT GLASGOW.

A London Surprise Minot- practice was held at St. Mnrv's Cathedral,
Glasgow, on the silent apparatus on January 31st. Tiie band rang
iheir fii-st courses of the method ttnd a short touch was rung bv the
m'ollowing: W H. Pickett 1. A. J. Smith 2, H. F. Sftrgent 3, F.
".uurnfrey 4. R. G. Townsend 5, W. H. Pve 6. This was the first touch
if London bv the ringers of 2. 3, 4 and 5.

As a matter .of interest, the rineer of the 2nd, A. J. Smith., has
never rung changes on ‘open’ bells. He has been tianght entirely

nee the. ‘ han on ringing.” and can now ring Grandsire. Stedman
Triples and Caters. Treble Boh Major, and Ca.mVidgc and T.nndon
Minor,
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DANGER OF LEAVING BELL™
AN ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE INCIDENT.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I should like to express my own personal views on the
subject of leaving bells up, founded on practical experience. .Before'
answering the question, let me ask another, ‘ Why leave bells up?’

One of the most beautiful things in ringing is to hear a ring of
bells raised in well-struck peal. Some adopt raising singly, a rather
slow and monotonous job. | fancy 1 hear someone saying, ‘' All very
well for those who have got a handy and easy ring of bells.” This
may prompt many to be tempted to leave bells up on ‘ set,’ also there
is the racking of the bell ropes where they have to be pulled up by
two and sometimes more person, owing to bad clappering, caused by
worn crown staples and gudgeons jhrough neglect or oversight, thereby
shortening the life of the ropes and causing endless trouble through
them breaking by the excessive strain put on them.. When bells are
left up and are, ready for ringing, the effect is much more pleasing to.
and appreciated by the outside listener than when they are pulled up
haphazard before beginning to ring, let us say, for church service. To
their mind aud ear is not.this jangling a very jarring sound? Per
sonally I must plead guilty lo having caused.the. bellp to be left up
on ‘set ' many and ofttimes in past years,

Whether the bells should be left up at my own church was definitely
once and for all deaided through the following incident that took
place a good many years ago. It was the harvest festival aud we
were to ring for the afternoon service, but the ringers, whether they
had had too much dinner or, shall | say, a late one, none of them
turned up except myself at the appointed time. In the meantime |
had gone up among the bells, being doubtful about the clapper of
the tenor being on the right side, when .to my amazement*some. of
the bells were pulled off. 1 leave- you to guess my feeling as | stood
on the bell frame in a precarious position. By putting on a brake of
more than human effort | managed to prevent the bell (whioh was
immediately over the exit trap door) from rising to the set and sub-
sequently brought it to a standstill.

Upon descending to the ringing chamber | found a few- young lads,
including some of the choirboys. Didn't | let them have it! They
remember it to this day. Bless them, thev didn't mean any harm,
but, vou see, the Vicar, who did not realise the danger, had sent
them up to pull the bells for service. When my wife, also a ringer,
told the Vicar what had happened and what the result might have
been by his action, he was very much moved and dumbfounded, and
was most profuse and sincere in apologies.

No one is now allowed to go up .in the tower except by the tower-
keeper's permission, and 'l think you will agree the incident related
is a very good reason why- bells should not be left up.

Ashton-under-Lyne. W. W. WOLSTENCROFT.
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HRRTFOKH COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
WATFORD DISTRICT TO PUBLISH DR. SLACK'S PEAL.

A very enjoyable meeting of the Watford District was held at
Bushey on January 31st.

Mr. R. G. Bell was voted to the chair and interesting discussions
ensued on a variety of subjects.

Mr. E. Jennings raised the question of Dr. Slack's peal of Stedman
ind said that he did not think that any argument would induce ‘' The
Ringing World ' to publish the figures, and he suggested that they
be sent to ‘' The Ringing World ' as a notice and that a collection be
made among members to defray the cost of publication.

A resolution to this effect was put to the meeting and carried.

The question of compiling a record of all peal compositions rung by
tlie association was considered, and a proposition that the matter be
placed before the County Committee was adopted.

The following resolution was put to the meeting and enthusiastically
approved: ‘ That this meeting extends to the members of the Ancient
Society of College Youths an invitation to hold a meeting at Bushey
during the summer months on a data to be selected by the Ancient
Society.’

Theysecretary asked for the opinion of the meeting on the resolution
from theWestern District that the Annual Report of the Association
be discontinued for the duration of the war.

It was decided to oppose the resolution.

Handbell ringing in a variety of methods was indulged
and after the meeting.

DR.

in before

SLACKI* PEAL.

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Your decision not to publish Dr. Slack’s peal of Stedman
Triples is. in my opinion, not in the best interest of all concerned.
It certainly will'not encourage him or anvone else to further investi-
gate the problems of Stedman Trides if what he has alreadv Achieved
;s not to be made available to the majority of ringers, or shall | say
readers of ‘ The eRinging World.” So, Mr. Editor, perhaps yon may
be persuaded to use another rfttht you have, that is, change your
mind and let us liave a look at this peal.

Will tin eorresix*idents who recently advocated the fornrng of
a National Association give us more information on the fol'owing.
Is it to be an additional association having no connection with the
existing associations, or is it intended to put them all in the melting
pot and make them into one? E. G. HTBBTNS.

Cambridge. '
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FOR THE AVERAGE READER.

If you were going- to build a wall, you would first of all
get together a number of bricks. You would then
arrange those bricks in a certain order, and you would
jtun them together by mortar. It might be, that to get
iht- result you wanted, you would have to cut some of
the bricky'into two pieces, and it might be that in the
completed wall Half of an original brick was in one place
and the other half in another. Or it might be that you
would have to.throw away a part of a brick and not use
it at all.

Something very similar happens when you set out to
compose a peal. Instead of bricks you have a nuifiber
of courses as your material, and these courses are like
the bricks in that they are all similar, but all separate;
and they can be cut into two or more pieces, and the
pieces can be used in different places in the composition.

The course then is the unit of composition. It is
what the method supplies, and neither the composer nor
tfte conductor can alter the changes it produces, nor the
order in which they occur. All they can do is to decide
which ColirSes are rung.

The Plain Course of a method is the one most familiar
to ringers, apd it is the only one which is ever rung bv
itself. In Bob Major, for instance, we always start from
rounds, and if no calls are made we ring 112 changes
and come back to rounds again. Those 112 changes
are always the same and they are divided into seven
leads. But in theory we need not necessarily start from
rounds and ring to rounds again. We could begin with
the bells in any other order— Queens, for instance—and
if we rang the method, we should produce 112 changes
divided into seven leads, and having done so, we should
return again to Queens, whence we started. Courses of
tjiis sort are occasionally rung on handbells.

When we are pricking changes on paper, and are free
tfrom the restrictions and conventions of practical ringing

in:the belfry', it is just as easy to write out a course from
a rbVw:like 16423578, or 14523678, or any other, as it is
to \vrjfe one out from 12345678; and the course we then
produce' Ts exactly similar to the Plain Course in every
way, except that it consists of different rows. Although
in actual practical ringing the Plain Course is the only
one which ever appears by itself, for the purposes of
composition any block of 112 changes produced from
any row by Bob Major or any other method, without the
aid Of bobs Or singles, is a separate and independent
course. Such a course is. called a Natural Course, to
distinguish it from the courses produced by a combina-
tion of plain and bobbed leads.
. ~ow, ip a method like Bob Major (and we shall corn
fine our remarks for the present to that method) it is
usual to ring touches and peals' without altering the re-
lative positions of the seventh and tenor. The seventh
always courses next after the tenor and turns it from the
front-or-irom behind. This keeping the tenors together,
as- it is called, is for the sake of the music, but it also
simplifies,to a great degree the question of composition.
These two bells form what are called the observation
bells and their work supplier the backbone of the struc-
ture, of the composition.

Last week we pointed out that the Plain Course (and
similarly every Natural Course) is a round block and
properly has neither beginning nor end; but for con-
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venience we generally assume.a Natural Course as be-
ginning and ending with a row we call the course-end,
just as in actual practical ringing the Plain Course*
begins and ends with rounds. We must not, however,
forget that this is no more than a convenience, and we
shall find that not seldom when in any composition a full
Natural Course appears, its course-end comes- in the
middle of it. This will create no difficulty if we get
firmly into our minds the fact that every Natural Course
is a round block and the calling one particular row in it
the course-end is only a convenience. [ ,

Which row we call the course-end is decided by the
position of the two tenors ; it is the row when they are
both in their home positions while the treble is leading.
Since these three bells are always in the same positions,
it is usual, when writing down a course-end, to assume
them and to omit them from the figures. Thus we say
that the course-end of the Plain Course is 23456, which
stands for 12345678; and, similarly, if we™ wrote down
64235 as a course-end, that would stand for 16423578.

As we just remarked, whenever we start from rounds
and ring the Plain Coursf of Bob Major, we always ring
the same changes. In the same way, if we select any
other course-end and prick down a Natural COttrse, it
must always be the particular set of rows which belongs
to that course-end. There can never be any variation
from this, and that enables us to use the course-end as
the signature of the whole Natural Course, as its title,
and the means by which we can identify it. When we
speak, for instance, of the course 64235 we mean the
whole 112 rows which would be produced if we pricked
a full course from the row 16423578.

This method of using Natural Course Ends as the
signature of the whole Natural Course is a very great
help in composition. It was. introduced by John Reeves
in the 1Clavis ' which appeared as far back as 1788,
but its full possibilities were not discovered until much
later when Sir Arthur Heywood used it and recom-
mended it to the Exercise genercflly in his book on
‘ Duffield.

In Boh Major there are 120 rows ip which the treble
and the two tenors are in their home positions, and con-
sequently there are 120 rows which can act as course-
ends. Half of these are even or in-course, and half of
them are odd or out-of-cotirse, but we will not bother
about that for the moment.

Now, if we were to sit down and from each of these
course-ends prick a Natural Course, we should have 120
separate and independent round blocks which together
would contain 13,440 changes, the full extent of the
method with the tenors together. We happen to know,
too, that there is no row which appears twice in the 120
Natural Courses; the whole set is true, though, of
course, it is not- a composition but. a group of indepen-
dent units.

How we know there is no repetition of rows does not
for the minute concern us. We can take it as a matter
of fact that, the 120 Natural Courses of Bob Major,
Double Norwich Court Bob Major and similar methods
are true. We shall find that there are methods where
this is not so, and that introduces further complications
into the question of composition.

These 120 Natural Courses form our stock of bricks

from which we can build our wall.  Thev are all good,
(Continued ON next page.)
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NOTICES.
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN
MONDAY.

‘ The Ringing World ' can Be sent direct by post from
the Editorial Office for 4s. 3d. per quarter.

All communications should be sent to The Editorial
O ffice of ' The Ringing W orld,’ Pyrford
Road, Woking, Surrey.

Lower

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, Feb. 14th,
at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E.7, at 3 p.m.
The payment of Is. 8d. to enable those members who
have not attended the required number of meetings to
vote on matters of finance is now due.—A. B. Peck, Hon.
Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.—Kettering

Branch.— The branch annual meeting will be held at
Rothwell on Saturday, Feb. 14th. Service 4.30. Tea
and meeting afterwards.,—H. Baxter, Branch Sec., 21,

Charles Street, Rothwell, Northants.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION.—Northern Branch.— Meeting at St. "Thomas’,
Stourbridge (D.V.), Saturday, February aist, at 3.30 p.m.
Bells (8) available for ‘silent’ practice. Tea 5.15p.m.
Handbells and usual social evening.— Bernard C. Ashford,
Sec., 9, Bowling Green Road, Stourbridge.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
District.—The annual district meeting will
Leatherhead on Saturday, Feb. 21st. Eight silent tower
bells available from 3 o’clock. Service at 4.45. Tea
and business meeting following at 5.30 at the Duke’s
Head. Will those requiring tea please send notifications
to Mr. G. Marriner, 7, Poplar Avenue, Leatherhead, as
early as possible? Handbells also available, and every-
body will be welcome.—A. H. Smith, Dis. Hdn. Sec.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD. — Elloe Deaneries
Branch.—The anViual meeting will be held at the Corn
Exchange, Spalding, on Saturday, Feb. 21st. SeTyice at
Parish Church 3.30 p.m. Tea at 4.15 p.m. W.ill those
intending to come to tea please let me know before Tues-
day, Feb. 17th?—W . A. Richardson, Hon. Sec., Glen-
side, Pinchbeck.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Meeting
at The Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, on Saturday,
Feb. 28th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. All
welcome.—H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, W at-
ford. -

HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Kington Dis-
trict.—A meeting will be held at Eardisland on Satur-
day, Feb. 28th. Bells (6, silent) and handbells avail-
able 3 p.m. Service 4.45. Tea 5.15. Business after
tea. Please advise me by Tuesday, 24th, the number to
expect for tea.—J. C. Preece, Dis. Sec., Lea Lodge,
Staunton-on-Arrow, Leominster.

ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).—The 54th annual
Henry Johnson Commemoration will be held at the Im-
perial Hotel, Temple Street, Birmingham, on Saturday,
March 7th. Owing to prevailing conditions this will be
a luncheon to commence at 1.30 p.m. prompt, Vice-Presi-

Leatherbead
be. held at
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dent, Albert Walker, Esq., in the chair.
issued to fully paid-up members at Is, each; to other
members and friends at 5s. 6d. each. All applications
for tickets must be received by Saturday, February 28th.
Apply T. H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton Road,
Sparkhill, Birmingham, 11.

Tickets will be

BIRTH.
POWELL. On Saturday, Jan. 24th, at Victoria
Cottage, Lyme Regis, to Laura, wife of Cuthbert W. H.
Powell, a daughter (Hilary).

PUBLICATION.

THE CHURCH BELLS OF BERKSHIRE, Part
V. (reprinted from the Berkshire Archaeological Society’s
Journal, by kind permission of the bociety). To be
obtained from the auihor, Mr. Frederick Sharpe, Derwen,
Launton, Bicester, Oxfordshire. One shilling, post free.

ELEMENTARY COMPOSITION
(Continued from previous page.)

sound bricks, and we need not fear to use any one of
them if we need it and provided it will fit into the place
where we want it. We 'could, if we chose, compose by
cutting the paper on which the Natural Courses are
written into 120 pieces and fitting the pieces together like
a jig-saw puzzle, or like the bricks in the wall. In effect
that is what we do when we compose a peal, but we get
the same results by rather less laborious meatis.

The other day a correspondent in ‘ The Ringing
World ' made some fuss about the work of another per-
son who had proved a peal first and composed it after-
wards, and he suggested (why was not very clear) that
such a method of working would not be approved by
1l experts.” Well, that is just what we should be doing
if we selected any of the Natural Courses from those we
had written out and joined them together by bobs and
singles. We make sure before we begin to build that
our bricks are good, sound bricks and our mortar is good
mortar. We do not build first and then get somebody
to lean against the wall to find out if he can push it over.

A History of the Soc&ty
by J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE

m ‘' This is one of the very few books | have read which seem to
me might, with advantage, have been considerably longer.'mThe
Dean of St. Paul'f. ,

*Mr. Trollope has achieved more than his immediate purpose,
of writing a history of the Society of College Youths.’ So closely
has the guild been identified with English change ringing that its
history is to a very large extent an account of the ancient sport of
ringing developed into an elaborate art. . . .

‘ Throughout his book Mr. Trollope takes his readers into a
strange and fascinating world whose *.raditions so peculiarly
Englishl deserve far more popular attention than they usually
receive.'—The Qvardian.

516 NCLUDING PACKING AND

POSTAGE
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The Central Council Publications

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE
from the
Rev. E. S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry

COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS

REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.AB

CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
BELLS s T

.METHOD SHEETS.—Cambridge Surprise Major

Double Norwich and Cambridge Court

Bristol Surprise Major

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNEBS
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
Edition)

[ NeR

—

O ONnNWN

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

‘ROPE-SIGHT," Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

‘GRANDSIRE’ 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

«STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

‘ STEDMAN," 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

‘TREBLE BOB,' Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

' SURPRISE METHODS,' 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
M iss M ARGARET E , SNOWDON

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulvenaton, Lancs

PUBLICATION 9.

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen,
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broorrie, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 2nd
thousand.  For Beginners on 6 bells.  Same price and
address as. Move.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR/
about to begin more advanced methods.
6s. 9d. dozen, post free.
Wonersh, Surrey.

for those
7%d. each,
From M. Broome, Orchards,

THE RINGERS’® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing fulT and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.
Large .selection of Compositions included.
Price :— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2/9
(6 copies for 15 /-), 6 be'J edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copies for 6/-).

OMalmbla only post free from Rev. I,
Staverton Vicarage,

8. POWELL,
near Daventry.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’

NOTIO FOR EASY HANOIINC ANO NON STRCTQHINC

Bat. 1820 re-cii -1 Tel. 8400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd,
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oraer your Bell Ropes now, before pHoet Inorease,
pre-war quality, and send us your old Bell Ropes
for repairs whilst not in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Bnds, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MAT8 AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Caredly McHed BELL  INKSTAND in Sdid sil*
Diameter 2Jta 2]in, 8iia. 3iin. 4in. <itn. am. Min
Prioe 18/8 22/8 28/8 38/8 42/- 82/8 87/8 786

The Kin. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

TE RUSSELL and Optioian

Telephone 276 W O KIN G

SMITH of DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks
Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul's Cathedral, London,
and throughout the world.

John Smith & Sons, Midland Clock Works,
Derby, Ltd.

Head Offloe and Works, Queen St.,
Tel. No. DERBY 48589

Send for Booklet.

Derby
Grains. CLOCKS, DfcRBY

Entimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press. litd., ChiSde
ford, and Published by the RoJle Honse PnWisbine Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings. London, EE.CA4.



