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A  G L O O M Y  Y E A R  F O R  R IN G IN G .
On the face of thing's there is little that is encourag

ing to be got out of a survey of ringing in the year that 
is just closing. Not a church bell has been rung any
where throughout the length and breadth of the land, 
and the ban, as we learned last week, is to continue. 
Ringers from the towers have been called away to serve 
their country either under arms or in other capacities, 
and'this, coupled with the fact that the bells themselves 
are completely idle and interest In ringing has in many 
places almost fallen to vanishing point, has reduced 
many associations to a condition in which they are un
able to do little but hold on for the better times that we 
all believe lie somewhere ahead. Never surely in the 
history of the last two hundred years, at any rate, has 
ringing passed through such a gloomy time of inactivity. 
Never before have the bells of our land been compelled 
to observe so complete a silence and that is the real test 
of our loss. It is not that we are debarred from ring
ing peals; indeed there are m anf who think that peal 
ringing for any but the most exceptional reason would 
be entirely out of place under present circumstances. The 
absence of peal ringing in a time of world war is no 
hardship, but what we have lost and what matters most 
is the ringing of the bells on Sundays. The bells have 
always counted for something in the life of the people, 
more perhaps than is generally realised, and the loss has 
been keenly felt even if it has now been blunted a little 
by the passage of'time. No good purpose will be served 
by labouring the argument that .the ban is a clumsy pre
liminary to meet the -end the authorities have in view, 
but it remains the most stunning blow that has ever 
been delivered at the art of ringing. It not only robs 
the land of the cheerful and encouraging sounds of the 
Sunday service bells, but its ultimate effect will be that 
ringing may lose, through this inactivity, no small pro
portion of,its erstwhile devotees. That falling away of 
man power from the belfries seems to us one of the in
evitable and most serious consequences likely to arise 
from the present position.

These- are the things which first and most naturally 
strike one in a review of the year, but there is some
thing to be placed on the other side of the account; 
things that may quite well give us ground, if not.for 
optimism, at least for hope. There are still, in marry 
places and districts, depleted bands of loyal and devoted 
ringers endeavouring by every means in their power to 
‘ keep the flag flying, ’ from the company that meets every 
week for handbell practice amid the ruins created by the 
enemy in the City of Birmingham to the little bands' who 
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gather from time to time in country villages for district 
meetings and have little to encourage them but the 
pleasure of a friendly handclasp, a chat over a cup of 
tea, and joining in a service. These men are doing a 
greater work for ringing than perhaps they realise.' It 
is they who later on will be in a position to set the 
wheels moving again in belfry and' associations, and 
upon whom mudi of the future will depend. W e hope 
that they will not let disappointment creep in to stay 
theif efforts because they are n<3t getting all the support 
they think should be forthcoming from some who used 
to give their aid when times were more propitious. W e  
hope they will hold on undeterred by lack of numbe(ft 
until the bells may be rung again, for then their help 
will be more than ever needed, for the leeway to be 
made up will be enormous. Many who have left the 
belfry may never return ; many who could do so may not 
because their interest in ringing will be completely dead. 
These little meetings, whether in town or country, car
ried on Jdv the stalwarts amid discouraging circum
stances, <ire one of the most hopeful signs for the future.

There is a field which might be made more of, and 
that is handbell ringing. Quite a number of bands have 
tried their hand at it with marked success, to their own 
encouragement and entertainment. It is one of the 
things which, where all are beginners, requires a deal 
of patience as well as regular pfactice, but it can be 
mastered and it opens the door to no end of interest. 
Throughout the past year our columns have recorded 
the successes which have come to those whb have per
severed, and we would like to hear that handbell ring
ing had penetrated into a far greater number of centres.
It might often prove the one means of keeping the rem
nants of a company together, as well as laying the foun
dation of a wider field of interest in the future, and it 
is to the future that we must all turn our eyes. The 
present is dark for ringing, although, as we have in
dicated, here and there the flame is kept burning, if with 
diminished light. A heavy responsibility rests upon all 
those who are left at home to carry on in the extremely 
limited manner that circumstances now permit, and we 
trust that, despite all discouragements and handicaps, 
men will not lose heart or interest, but continue to make » 
the best of the existing conditions till the day comes when 
the bells will be sought by everyone to ring for victory 
and peace.
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C L A V I S  C A M P A N O L O G I A .’
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p a g e  606.)

SOME EXTRACTS.
F ix in g  the Standard Methods.

The selection of methods in the 1 Clavis ’ is excellent. 
Ignoring all the merely fancy methods that had been 
rung from time to time, such as Fulham, Middlesex and 

i College Triples, Titchborne’s Invention, 'Cumberland 
Pleasure, Cumberland Fancy and the like, and the un- 
symmetrical Eastern Bob and Double Eastern Bob, the 
authors printed those old systems whose worth had been 
fully tried and proved, and added several new ones— new 
at any rate to London and the majority of ringers— which 
were to become equally useful. These latter included 
Kent Treble Bob, Double Norwich Court Bob Major, 
Stedman on seven bells and upwards, and Superlative 
Surprise Major. In fact, the ‘ Clavis ’ may be said to 
have fixed the standard methods. Hitherto ringers in 
different parts of the country often had their own 
methods ; henceforth there was one standard for the whole 
country. The book also had the effect (not so happy a 
o&e) that it practically put a stop to ringers pxperiment- 
ing with new methods and new styles .of peals. There 
was in it so much more than the average band could ever 
hope to accomplish that men ceased to look for anything 
outside its scope. Shipway introduced several new sys
tems, but not one of them has been practised. He him
self called peals of his Place Triples and Place Major, 
but no other band rang them. No band practised his 
Court Bob, or his Double Court Bob, nor, except on 
two fairly recent occasions, 'was the method he called 
Shipway’s Principle ever rung to a peal.

As an indication of the development of ringing which 
accompanied the appearance of the ‘ Clavis ’ it is in
teresting to notice that the first peal of Double Norwich 
Court* Bob Major rung in London was in 1786; the first 
peal of Cambridge Surprise ever rung was in 1780; the 
first pe^l of Stedman Caters in 1787 ; and the first peal of 
Stedman Cinques in 1788. All these, except the last, wetje 
actually before the book appeared, but they were in
timately connected with its preparation. Among the 
subscribers to the book were men who had taken part 
in the first peal of Treble Bob Maximus only 31 years 
before.

Much of the interest in the ‘ Clavis ’ lies in the many 
remarks, scattered throughout the book, which thr6w 
light on the customs and opinions of the ringers of the 
time. A description is given of the correct way to 
handle a bell and the ‘ young practitioner ’ is told that 
‘ he must observe first to place his right foot in the 
strap ’ and that he must have his right hand uppermost 
both at the sally and backstroke.

Footstraps have almost entirely disappeared now, even 
for use in ringing very heavy bells, but in this passage 
we learn that then they were universally used even for 
ringing light bells. Laughton tells us much the same 
thing, and it is evidence of how very much more pulling 
bells needed in olden times than they do at present.

The London custom was, and is, to hold the tail end 
in the left hand, but at Norwich it was traditional to 
hold it in the right.

Raising and ceasing in peal is mentioned, and here we 
have an echo of Stedman’s Campanalogia— ‘ It is re
quisite that the bells be raised as fast as conveniently can 
be, and not to strike till the second sway.’ * Raiding

and ceasing in peal when properly executed is un
doubtedly very pleasant and melodious; but melodious as 
it is, the adepts of the art in this city of London very 
seldom choosing to put themselves to the pains of it, is 
now chiefly practised by the country gentlemen.’ All 
writers on ringing from Stedman onwards lamented that 
raising ai?d ceasing in peal is a lost art in London, and 
to this day it is comparatively seldom practised by 
metropolitan ringers.

‘ Many people run away with a notion that anyone 
may be put to a treble, especially if a plain hunt, ‘ but,’ 
says our authors, ‘ we repeat this admonition {hat the 
treble be rung by an able and experienced practitioner.’ 
So far as peal ringing at least is concerned, the London 
ringers acted in accordance with this advice. * In their 
performances the treble ringer was almost always one of 
the leading members of the band, and not seldom it was 
the'conductor. For a long time in the College Youths’ 
peals Winstanley Richardson rang the treble as if by 
right.

Later writers, however, while they copy or adapt the 
rules, of the ‘ Clavis ’ for instructing beginners, disagree 
with them here. Hubbard says that there are good rea
sons for putting the learner to the treble, and he pro
ceeds to give them.

On Holt’s Original there is the following comment—r 
‘ W e have placed this first, nor need we hesitate to 
affirm that it stands foremost in point of merit of all 
Mr. Holt’s .compositions, the dividing of it into parts or 
courses for the purpose of retaining it in memory for 
calling, is a matter that has totally baffled all the skill 
and penetration of the present age, and the author him
self (we are told) could not retain it sufficiently so as to 
call without book; and though he composed several 
peals of grandsire tripples, yet we have great reason to 
believe that this was his first because it was the first that 
was rung, which was at St. Margaret’s, Westminster, 
on Sunday, the 7th of July, 1751.’

That the Original was the first peal of Grandsire 
Triples composed by Holt is almost certainly true, but 
in point of merit as a composition it is far surpassed by 
the Ten-part. A clever man with some knowledge of 
the law of Q Sets could no doubt by dint of perseverance 
and much experimenting discover the first. He could 
hardly have discovered the other without a great deal of 
knowledge of the mathematical laws of Grandsire com
position.

William Jones did not know when he wrote that the 
Original had already been called by two men who took 
part in the ringing. If the London men had heard any
thing about it they did not believe it. Three years 
after the ‘ Clavis ’ appeared, James Bartlett rang the 
seventh at St. Giles’-in-the-Fields and called the peal 
(with William Jones at the fourth), ‘ and thus gained 
the honour (which he really did not deserve) of being 
the first man to conduct the peal and take part in the 
ringing.

In calling Grandsire Triples we are told ‘ it is usual 
in most parts of the kingdom for the bob caller to ring 
the observation ’ and call by the position of his own bell,
’ a method which we can by no means approve.’ The 
plan recommended is to call by the bells before. ‘ The 
former is too much like a lesson or ballard which is 
learned by rote, and we trust will be looked on by every 

(Continued on next p a g e .)



6 i 6 T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . D ec em b e r 2 6 th , 1941.

‘ C L A V I S  C A M P A N O L O G I A .’
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  p a g e .) 

judicious person in the art as too absurd and unscientific 
to outweigh against the other.’

One of the outstanding compositions in the book is 
John Reeves’ peal of Bob Major with the 120 course 
ends, and this is made the occasion for one or two very 
interesting remarks. It is pointed out that the first time 
5-6 come home together at a course end the lead end is 
plained; but at the second time it is bobbed; ‘ which is 
the grand reason you cannot come round at the sixty 
courses, which has been so long the wonder and study 
Of the curious; for if they could be either all called or all 
omitted, the thing would soon be done. ’ Here we have 
in effect an anticipation of Thompson’s proof that a peal 
of Grandsire Triples with common bobs only is not 
possible. ' .

The composition is the only peal of Major into which 
singles are introduced, and an explanation is given. ‘ W e  
don’t altogether approve of singles where the number 
can be obtained without; yet as this is the full extent 
without parting 7-8, we think and recommend it as a 
good peal for those who wish to ring a greater length 
than ever has been done by one set of men.’

The general opinion of the best authorities in the Exer
cise, then, and for long before and after, was that the 
natural and normal call for any method is the bob. 
Anything else should be introduced only when absolutely 
necessary, and usually only because the extent of the 
changes cannot otherwise be got.

What sort of alterations were used depended on what 
they were required to do. Singles were not needed in 
Grandsire Caters and Cinques, and so were barred, but 
soon after the ‘ Clavis ’ appeared it became the custom 
to start Cinques by laying 7-8 still. That put the bells 
at once into the tittums with the 8th after the 11 th, and 
made an easy and graceful home-coming possible. The 
device was justified by the results it gave, and was 
tolerated by people who saw no necessity for singles.

During the eighfeenth century and most of the nine
teenth, practically all the peals of Bob Major rung were 
in-course, even when they were ten-thousands. The 
general feeling was that the gain in music when singles 
are used was not sufficient justification for breaking a 
sound rule, though no doubt there were men like the 
authors of the * Clavis ’ who recognised that rules were 
made for change ringing and not change ringing for 
rules.

The first man who boldly used singles in the modern 
manner was Edward Taylor, whose peals, with the sixth 
24 times right and wrong, were rung in the early years 
of the nineteenth century. Shipway, who knew Taylor, 
adopted the plan and applied it to Grandsire Caters; 
though Joseph Ladley, who called the peal, claimed that 
he had composed it himself. John Lates, of Oxford, 
afterwards so well known as a Stedman composer, pro
duced peals similar to Taylor’s. But though the work 
of these men ultimately influenced the Exercise, the more 
conservative views expressed by the ‘ Clavis ’ persisted 
until the close of the nineteenth century.

When William Jones wrote that Reeves’ extent of 
Bob Major was •* a greater length than ever has been 
done by one set of men,’ he did not forget some claims 
that had been made. ‘ There is a frame at West Ham 
for upwards of 15,000, but it is well-known by the time 
mentioned and the weight of the bells they could scarcely

ring thirteen.’ ‘ To be sure the extent of Bob Major, 
40,320 changes, is recorded in a frame at Leeds in 
Kent as being performed by thirteen men in 27 hours- 
and some minutes, one man having rung eleven hours, 
-another nine, & c.; but those of the performers who have 
been spoke with on the subject give such unsatisfactory 
accounts that it is very little thought of, and it is gener
ally believed, that if they did keep the bells going the 
length of time, the truth or regularity of the changes 
was very little attended to.”  |

The last reference is to James Barham’s performance, 
the other to Philemon Mainwaring’s feat.

Throughout the eighteenth century Double Bob was a 
favourite method with the more skilful bands, especially 
in London; and for some years before the publication 
of the ‘ Clavis ’ it -was the custom to call the bobs in 
pairs, one when the treble was behind, the next when 
it was on the lead. This was termed Real Double to 
Sistinguish it from the older plan (which is also the 
present day plan) of calling the b'obs1 only when the 
treble is leading.

But a dispute had arisen as to what is correct Real 
Double, and the ‘ Clavis ’ describes fully the rival views 
The "first system ‘ is to have the first bob when the 
treble is behind and the second perhaps at a distance of 
half a lead from the first, or perhaps one lead and a 
half, or two and a half &c. at pleasure, the object being 
only to have one behind and one before alternately. The 
other system is thus: Whenever there is a bob behind 
the bob before immediately succeeds so there must be 
infallibly two bobs in a lead.’ The reasons for both are 
given, but the authors decline to express an opinion on 
the dispute.

The account of Oxford Treble Bob Major has a refer
ence to the supposed right of the band that rings the 
first peal in any method to give it a name, a question 
which still interests ringers— 1 It is remarkable that 
when a new system is first broached and several cpm- 
panies are each* contending for the first peal, the suc
cessful champions generally claim the privilege of giv
ing it a name; this is exactly the case in the present in
stance ; for according to the most authentic intelligence 
we have been able to collect, the first performance of 
this kind is recorded by a society then called the Union 
Scholars, who gave it the name of Union treble bob.- 
But ‘ allowing every sett or body of men that merit 
which is their due, we venture to affirm that whoever 
was in possession of a lead of treble bob on six, could 
certajnly be at no loss, or find much difficulty in pro
ducing that on eight, ten, or twelve bells.’

This passage is of no great value as historical evi
dence. Jones knew no more about the matter than 
what could be learnt from the peal board at St. Dun- 
stan’s-in-the-East and the fact that the London ringers 
generally called the method Union Bob. There always 
had been men who denied the right of the Union 
Scholars to give it their .name, and the more correct title 
gradually prevailed. The ‘ junior ’ Society of College 
Youths seem always to have used the name Treble Bob, 
and sometimes, but not always, they added the word 
Oxford. The ancient Society of College Youths in their 
records call the method Union Bob until 1760. In the 
Cumberlands’ peal book the method is called Union 
Treble Bob until 1785, though as early as 1763 the title 
Oxford Treble Bob is used. William Jones, it is quite 
evident, had no doubt as to which was the correct name.



December 26th, 1941. T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . 617

T H E  L A T E  C A N O N  G. H . R ID O U T.
R E C O L L E C T I O N S  O F  H I S  A C T I V I T I E S  I N  S O U T H  A F R I C A . 
R e c e n tly  I  re a d  in ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ o f  t h e  p a ssin g  o f  C anon  

G eo rg e  H . R id o u t, a t  J o h a n n e sb u rg , S o u th  A fr ic a . F o r  n in e  y e a rs  I  
k n e w  h im  in tim a te ly . H e  w a s  a  tr u e  a n d  fa i th fu l s e r v a n t o f  our 
M a ste r  e n d  o f  his p a rish io n ers  in  th e  p a rish  o f F e rre ir a s , J o h a n n es
b u rg . D e lib e r a te ly  he chose to  w o rk  i i j  a slu m  a re a  th ro u g h o u t th e  
35 odd y e a r s  he liv e d  in  t h a t  g r e a t  g o ld  c ity . H is  co n g re g a tio n  
co n sisted  o f  co lo u red  p e o p le  e n d  a  fe w  ‘ p o o r w hites.* R e p e a te d ly  h e  
d eclin ed  p re fe rm e n t an d , i f  I  rem em b er a r ig h t , a  B ish o p ric . H e w as 
e v e r  a  lm p p y m a n — h a p p y  in  his w o rk  an d  h a p p y  in  h is life — true* 
an d  fa i t h fu l  to  G o d  a n d  m an . ^

H e  w a s  a  m an  o f w id e  k n o w led g e— o f a r t  in  p a in tin g s  a n d  scu lp tu re , 
o f lite r a tu r e , a r c h ite c tu r e  a n d  m u sic. T o  b e  h is g u e s t a t  d in n er w as 
so m e th in g  to  lo o k  fo r w a r d  to , fo r  h is  co n v e rsa tio n  on th e  ab ove 
su b je c ts , p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  m u sic o f  H a n d e l, M o za rt, H a y d n  an d  th e  
m ig h ty  B e e th o v e n , w erei o f  in te n se  in te r e s t  to  m e.

A p a r t  fro m  th ese  th in g s , h is  k n o w le d g e  a n d  in te r e s t  in  ch a n ge 
r in g in g  w ere  v e r y  g r e a t .  I t  w a s  th ro u g h  th e  la t t e r  w e  b ecam e 
a c q u a in te d  O n a  c e rta in  S u n d a y  ev e n in g  a t  St* M a r y ’ s P a r is h  C h u rch  
I  w a s  su rp rise d  an d  d e lig h te d  to  h e a r  a  co u rse  o f  G ra n d s ir e  T rip le s  
ru n g  on  h a n d b ells , ju s t  b e fo re  th e  se rv ice  com m enced . T h e  fo llo w in g  
w e e k  th is  w a s  r e p e a te d . I  h a d  b een  re s id e n t th e re  fo r  tw o  y e a rs  and  
h a d  n e v e r  h e a rd  b e lls  r u n g  in  ch a n g es. I  k n e w  o f  n o  b ells .

E n q u iry  fro m  th e  V ic a r  led  to  an  in tro d u c tio n  to  C a n o n  R id o u t 
( th o u g h  he w a s  n o t th e n  a  C a n o n ). W e  d in ed  to g e th e r  an d  on m y 
c o n g r a tu la t in g  h im  on th e  p e r fe c t  ch a n g e s  I  h a d  h e a rd , he la u g h ed  
lo u d ly , a d m ittin g  th e  b ells  w ere  n o t re ta in e d  in  h a n d — p le a d in g g u i l t y  
in  h is  o w n  q u ie t w a y  to  p e r p e tr a t in g  a  ‘ p iou s f r a u d .* ' T h is  le d  to  
th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a  ‘ te a m  ’ o f th re e — m y s e lf  on  1-2, C a n o n  R id o u t on 
3-4 a n d  C o lin  K e a r n s  5-6. In  a  few  w e e k s  w e  h a d  g o t  th e  first 720 o f 
B o b  M in o r r u n g  d o u b le-h an d ed  in  S o u th  A fr ic a . T h e  C a n o n  w a s v e ry  
p lea sed  a n d  p re se n te d  b o th  K e a r n s  a n d  m y s e lf  w ith  a  co p y  o f F . E . 
R o b in so n ’s book, ‘ A m o n g  th e  B ells.*

C irc u m sta n c es  th en  co m p elled  th e  w ith d r a w a l o f K e a r n s , b u t r a th e r  
fo r tu n a te ly  a n o th e r  r in g e r  a r r iv e d  in  th e  G o ld e n  C it y , F . P . P o w ell, 
w ho h a d  c a lle d  th e  firs t  p e a l in  S o u th  A fr ic a  a b o u t a y e a r  p rev io u sly . 
I  jo u rn e y e d  fro m  J o h a n n e sb u rg , 1,050 m iles, to  r in g  in  t h a t  p eal. I t  
w a s  w ell s tru c k  an d  su ccessfu l a n d  th e  secon d  a t te m p t. M r. P o w ell 
ca lle d  on m e a t  th e  b a n k  (m y p la c e  o f  em p lo y m en t), an d  I  a t  once 
to o k  h im  o ff to  th e  C a n o n . P o w e ll to o k  th e  p la c e  re n d e re d  v a c a n t b y  
M r. K e a rn s  b e in g  co m p elled  to  w ith d ra w , an d  o ff w e  s ta rte d  a g a in . 
W ith in  six  m on th s w e h a d  ru n g  G ra n d sir e  a n d  S te d m a n  D ou bles, 
G ra n d sire . P la in  B o b , O x fo rd  a n d  K e n t  T re b le  B oti, a n d  w ere  w re stlin g  
w ith  a n o th e r  m eth o d  (D o u b le  C o u rt, I  b e lieve) w nen P o w e ll su d d en ly

a n d  m y ste rio u s ly  d isa p p e a re d — h e  le f t  J o h a n n e sb u rg . T h u s  o u r  a m b i
tio n  o f  sco rin g  th e  first 5,040 in  seven  d iffe re n t M in or m eth o d s w a s 
cra sh ed  to  th e  g ro u n d . P o ssib ly — I  m ig h t alm ost s a y  p ro b a b ly — w e 
co u ld  h a v e  r u n g  a  5,040 in  a n y  on e o f  th e  fo u r  g iv e n  ab ove , b u t  w e 
p re fe rre d  th em  ‘ a l l d iffe re n t.’ So  w a s  lo s t o u r  (R id o u t’s a n d  m y 
ow n) a m b itio n .

N eed less to  sa y , w e  w ere  g rie v o u s ly  d isa p p o in te d  an d , fo r  m y se lf, 
r a th e r  cross. S ix  m on th s a f t e r  thi^ I  le f t  on  a  f iv e  mont>hs* h o lid a y  
to  A u s tr a lia , p r e fe r r in g  our b r ig h t a n d  su n n y  c lim a te  to  th e  d o u r an d  
g lo o m y  d ra b  a n d  cold  E n g lish  w a te r . I  h a v e  o fte n  r e g r e t te d  i t  an d  
th o u g h t I  chose u n w ise ly  in  n o t ‘ r isk in g  ’ one w in te r  in  E n g la n d  
w h en , p o ssib ly , I  co u ld  h a v e  sto o d  in  a  few # p ea ls  o f  S te d m a n , K e n t  
a n d  O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  a n d  D o u b le  N o rw ic h  M a jo r . R id o u t u se d  to 
‘ con so le * m e in  h is q u a in t a n d  in im ita b le  w a y , b y  p o in tin g  o u t t h a t  
even  a  5,040 o f  G ra n d sire , th e  firs t  in  S o u th  A fr ic a , w a s  so m eth in g,
* a n d  a b o u t a b o u t o u r first 720’s o f  M in o r ? ’ , a t  w h ich  w e  b o th  la u g h e d . 
H ow  m a n y  p ea ls  h e  to o k  p a r t  in  I  n e v e r  k n ew . I  n e v e r  ra n g  w ith  
h im  o n  to w e r b ells .

C a n o n  R id o u t w a s  d e e p ly  in te re ste d  in  co m po sition , and  w h en  in  
th e  m ood d id  m u ch  w o rk  th e r e a t . I  h a v e  tw o  or th re e  o f h is  p ea ls  
o f  G ra n d sire  T rip le s . I  d o  n o t th in k  lie  e v e r  p u b lish ed  a n y , b u t  som e 
o f  th e m , p a r t ic u la r ly  o n e  in  five  p a rts , I  v e n tu re  to  th in k , w ere  
‘ w o rth y  ’ com position s. H is  o b je ctio n s  to  p u b lish  a n y th in g  w e re , if  
I  re m e m b e r a r ig h t , p u r e ly  * a c a d e m ic a l.’ H e  w a s  a b e lie v e r  in  
‘ u n ifo r m ity  ’ an d , so fa r  as  p ossible, in  * s y m m e tric a l ’ c a llin g . D o u b t
less, h o w ev er, he h a s  sh ow n  som e o f his w o rk  to  o th e rs  m ore co m p e te n t 
to  ju d g e  o f th e ir  m e rit o r  d e m e rits  th a n  I  am .

H e  lo o k ed  fo rw a rd  to  jo in in g  th e  to u r is ts  fro m  E n g la n d  to -A u str a lia , 
ju s t  seven  y e a r s  a g o , b u t  a t  t h e  e le v e n th  h o u r e v e n ts  o cc u rre d  w h ich  
p reclu d ed  h im  m a k in g  one o f th e  p a r t y . In  a  le t te r  to  m e h e  e x 
p ressed  h is  r e g r e t ,  an d , n eed less to  s ta te , i t  w a s  a g r e a t  d isa p p o in t
m e n t to  m e. H a d  M elb o u rn e , o r  in  a  b ro a d e r  v ie w  A u s tr a lia , been  
‘ b lessed  ’ w ith  a r in g in g  c le r ic  such  a s  C a n o n  R id o u t  (an d  v e r y  m a n y  
o th e rs  in  E n g la n d  w h om  I  n eed  n o t m en tio n ), th e  h is to ry  a n d  p ro g ress  
o f  o u r  b e lo v e d  science in  th is  fa i r  la n d  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  C ross w o u ld , 
I  v e n tu re  to  a sse rt, b een  v a s t ly  d iffe re n t to -d a y . A n d , p o ssib ly , th e  
sound o f  b e lls  ru n g  in  ch a n g es  w o u l(T h a v e  Been as d e a r  to  o u r  p eop le  
a s  i t  is  to  th o se  o f  o u r M o th e r C o u n try .

V a le !  C a n o n  R id o u t. E R N E S T  F . B E H A ^ f.
M elb o u rn e .

R E A D I N G .— A t  18, M a n ch e ste r R o a d  on  N o v e m b e r 13 th , a q u a rte r-  
p e a l o f B o b  M a jo r  (1,280 ch an ges) : C y r il  B u r g e s s  1-2, W a lte r  H u n t 
3-4, A lb e r t  D iseren s (con ductor) 5-6, T lio m a s  N , L a n a g h a n  7-8. R u n g  
a ft e r  a n  u n su ccessfu l a t te m p t fo r  a  p e a l.

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E '

LEADING BELI, FOUNDERS
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B E L F R Y  G O SSIP.
T h e  L a n c a sh ire  A sso ciation  r a n g  its  first p e a l (on e o f G ra n d sire  

T r ip le s )  a t  B o lto n  on  D ecem b er 22nd, 1877. U p  to  th e  e n d  o f J u ly , 
1959, i t  h ad  ru n g  a to ta l o f 3,966 p eals.

F e w e r  p ea ls  h a v e  p ro b a b ly  been  * u n g  on D ecem b er 25th  th a n  oil 
a n y  o th e r d a te  in  th e  c a le n d a r, o r, a t  a n y  r a te , i t  ru n s  a close ra ce  
w ith  F e b r u a r y  29th, b u t o i^  o u ts ta n d in g  p e rfo rm a n ce  w a s  ach ieved  
on C h ris tm a s  D a y , 1754, w hen  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  Y o u n g  R in g e r s  o f  S a ffro n  
W a ld e n  ‘ d id  r in g  th e  tr u e  p e a l o f  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  com prised  o f 
148 bobs w ith  tw o  s in g le s ,’ ‘ to  th e  no s m a ll m o rtific a tio n  o f th e ir  
a n ta g o n is ts  (som e o f  th e  old  so cie ty ), w h o 'g a v e  th em  a ll th e  o b stru c 
tion  in  th e ir  p o w e r .’

T h is  a p p a r e n t ly  w a s  th e  th ird  occasion  on w h ich  th e  O rig in a l h ad  
b een  c a lle d  b y  a m an  w ho to o k  p a r t  in  th e  ringing.^ W h e th e r  he h ad  
a n y  ‘ v isib le  aid s to  m em o ry ’ is  n o t  s ta te d .

A  v e r y  lo n g  lis t o f  a n n iv e rsa rie s  fa l l  on th e  th re e  d a y s  a f t e r  C h r is t
m as, a n d  w e can  m en tio n  o n ly  a  fe w  o f th em  : D e ce m b e r 27th , 1760, 
th e  first p e a l o f C o lle g e  E x erc ise , b y  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  a t  H a c k n e y ; 
1831, 15,168 K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  a t  E lla n d  in  Y o r k s h ir e ;  1885, 
8,064 D o u b le  N o rw ich  C o u rt B o b  M a jo r  a t  L e is t o n ; 1894, 9,312 S u p e r
la tiv e  S u rp rise  M a jo r  at C r a w le y ;  1901, 1 1 ,1 1 1  S te d m a n  C in q u es  a t  
B ir m in g h a m ; 1910, 9,728 S u p e r la tiv e  S u r p r is e  M a jo r  a t  C le n t ; 1923, 
10,440 C a m b rid g e  S u rp rise  R o y a l a t  W a lth a m sto w .

 ̂ On D e c e m b e r 27th, 1718, t h e  first p e a l o f M a jo r  (5,120 O x fo rd  
T re b le  B o b ) b y  th e  U n io n  S c h o la rs  a t  S t .  D u n s ta n ’ s - in -th e -E a s t; 1904, 
17,104- D o u b le  N o rw ic h  C o u rt B o b  M a jo r  a t  S o u th  W ig s to n ;  1909, 
10,176<iD o u b le  O x fo rd  B o b  M a jo r  at B r ie r le y  H ill.

O n ^D ecem ber 28th, 1749, 6,000 B o b  M a jo r  a t  T w ic k e n h a m ; 1820, 
6,600 S te d m a n  C in q u es a t  S t .  M a r tin ’ s, B irm in g h a m ; 1872, 16,608 
K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  a t  E a rlsh e a to n  in  Y o r k s h ir e . T h is  la s t  a p 
p a r e n t ly  w a s  fa ls e  in  th e  r in g in g .

S ir  A r th u r  P e r c iv a l H eyw o o d  w a s  b orn  on C h ris tm a s  D a y , 1849. 
A s fo u n d e r an d  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  p re s id e n t o f th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil, he 
occu p ied  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  a fo rem o st p la c e  in  th e  E xerc ise . A  c h a ra c te r  
sk etch  of- him  an d  an  a c co u n t o f m u ch  o f  h is  a c tiv it ie s  h a v e  been  
g iv e n  in  re c e n t a r tic le s  in  Our p ages.-,

T w e n ty  p eals  w ere  ru n g  50 y e a rs  a g o  to -d a y . T h e y  w ere  G ra n d sire  
T r ip le s  8, C a te rs  1 , S te d m a n  T r ip le s  4, C a te rs  1, K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  
M a jo r  5, R o y a l X. O n e o f  th e  S te d m a n  T r ip le s  w a s  T e b b s ’ com posi
tion , a n d  tw o  w ere  cabled b y  M r. G e o rg e  W illia m s, one o f  th e m  a t 
C h ristc h u rc h , th e  o th e r  at R in g \ foo d . O n e o f  th e  G ra n d sire  T rip le s  
w as on h a n d b ells . H . L . J a m e s, E . B . J a m e s  an d  J . A u stin  to o k  p a rt .

T h e  tw o  tr e b le  b e lls  g iv en  b y  M r. G e o rg e  W illia m s  to  S to n e h a m  
to  m a k e  a r in g  o f ten  w ere d e d ica te d  te n  y e a rs  ag o  la s t  S a tu r d a y .

F if t y , y e a r s  ag o  to -d a y  (B o x in g  D a y )  th e  first, p e a ls  o f  S te d m a n  
T r ip le s  on th e  b e lls  a t  C h r is tc h u rc h  P r io r y  a n d  R in g w o o d , H a n ts, 
w ere  ru n g , a n d  a p e a l o f G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  a t  S t .  P e t e r ’ s, B o u rn e 
m ou th . T h e  la t t e r  w a s  co n d u c ted  b y  the" la te  J o h n  W . W h itin g . 
G e o rg e  P re sto n , w e b e lie ve , is th e  o n ly  o n e  liv in g  o f  t h a t  b a n d . O f 
th e  co m p a n y w ho ra n g  th e  p ea ls  o f S te d m a n  a t  C h r is t  C h u rc h , R in g - 
w ood, G e o rg e  W illia m s, G e o rg e  B a k e r , J a m e s  . G e o rg e  an d  A . P . 
G o d d a rd  are  s till liv in g . T h e  o th e rs  w e re  M essrs. T . B la c k b o u rn , 
R . W . J . G o llop , W . H . G e o rg e  a n d  p . M e r r itt .

P e a ls  w ere  s till p ea ls  in  th o se  d a y s , an d  w h a t a b o u t e n th u s ia s m ! 
W e  a r e  to ld  th a t  fo r th e  p ea ls  o f S te d m a n , G e o rg e  W illia m s, now  
M a ste r  o f th e  W in c h e ste r  an d  P o rts m o u th  D io cesa n  G u ild , h ad  to 
g e t  u p  a t  4 a .m . an d  w a lk  seven  m iles  to  th e  r a ilw a y  s ta tio n  to  
ca tc h  th e  tra in  tha^ w ould  ta k e  h im  to  C h ristc h u rc h .

M ELB O U R N E C A T H E D R A L  L O SSE S.
T h e  b a n d  a t  S t . P a u l’ s C a th e d ra l, M elb o u rn e , h as a g a in  been 

ro b b ed  b y  d e a th  o f a v a lu e d  m em b er, th e  th ir d  w ith in  tw o  y e a rs .
T h e  la te s t  loss is  M r. J .  T . T r o t te r , an  A u s t r a l ia n  b orn  r in g e r , one 

o f  th e  o ld est m em b ers o f th e  so c ie ty , w ho fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  w a s tow er- 
k eep er. H e to o k  g r e a t  p rid e  in  th e  b ells , a n d  th e  E n g lish  r ip g e rs  
w ho v is ite d  M elb o u rn e seven  y e a r s  a^o ca n  te s t ify  to  th e  ca re  w ith  
w h ich  he ten d ed  his c h a rg e s . T h e  b ells  w e n t p e r fe c t ly .

S t .  P a u l ’s C a th e d ra l S o c ie ty  is  su fferin g  also fro m  som e la c k  o f 
in te r e s t, w e are, in fo rm ed . U s u a lly  now  th e re  a re  n ot m ore th a n  
h a lf  a  dozen ' r in g e rs  p re se n t fo r  serv ice  o r  p ra c tic e , but am o n g th em  
is M r. J a m e s M u rr a y , w ho c a lle d  th e  first p e a l in  A u s tr a lia  o ver 
50 y e a rs  a g o . T h e  o th e r m ost r e g u la r  m eniD ers o f th e  b a n d  are  
M essrs. J .  S p en cer an d  E d g a r  K n o tt , w ho w ith  M r. M u rr a y  took 
p a rt in  th e  p e a l o f G ra n d sire  C in q u es in  1934, a n d  M essrs. R eed er, 
W . G . W a g h o rn  a n d  E . F . B e h a n . T h e  laSt n a m ed  h a s  r e c e n tly  r e 
c o vered  fro m  a serio u s a c c id e n t su sta in ed  in  th e  B u sh  in  Q ueen sla n d , 
w h ic h  k e p t  h im  m a n y  m on th s in  h o sp ita l in  B r is b a n e  an d  M elb o u rn e.

FORM ER N O R W ICH  R IN G ER  IN JE R S E Y .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— M r. C h a r le s  E . L o v e tt , w ho now  liv e s  a t  S t .  S a v io u r ’ s, 
J e rs e y , aftd w a s a t  on e tim e  a m em b er o f  S t . P e t e r  M a n c ro ft com 
p a n y 'o f  rin g e rs , w e n t to  J e r s e y  a  fe w  y e a r s  a g o . H e a n d  his 
fa m ily  w ere  th e re  a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  G e rm a n  o cc u p a tio n  in  1940. A t  
f h a t  tim e h is  p a re n ts  re c e ive d  a c a b le g ra m  s ta t in g  th a t  th e y  w ere  
co m in g  to  E n g la n d . H o w e v e r, th e y  w e re  le f t  b eh in d  a n d  n o t u n til 
J u n e  th is  y e a r  w as a n y  fu r t h e r  n ew s rec e ived . A ll w ill b e  p lea sed  to  
k n o w  th e y  w ere  w ell, b u t an x io u s  to  re c e iv e  n ew s fro m  hom e. M a n y 
le t te r s  h a v e  been  sen t, b u t a p p a r e n t ly  n o t rece ived .

A . E . C O L E M A N .
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N E W  Y E A R S  E V E .
W H A T  IT MEANS W IT H O U T  BELLS.
‘ O f a l l  sou nd  o f  a ll b e lls  (b ells— th e  m u sic n ig h e st b o rd e rin g  

u p on  h eaven ) m ost solem n  a n d  to u c h in g  is  th e  p e a l w h ich  r in g s  
o u t  th e  O ld  Y e a r . '— L a m b .

What memories are stirred by the words! Once 
more the event is upon us, but stripped of its most in
spiriting accompaniment.

New Year without bells! W hy, in normal times one 
would as leave have gone without Christmas dinner. It 
is now many months since the voice of the bells was 
heard. Little enough time, measured as time goes, 
maybe, but a great gap to the bell-lover.

One may say, ‘ W ho minds?’ As well ask the ques
tion, ‘ W ho cares if no song were ever heard?’ The 
nation would doubtless survive without singing, but 
would have lost one means of recreation and spiritual 
‘ uplift. ’

The case is somewhat different with bells, which have 
been the music of the common folk for centuries past. 
Do we not read how in former times thousands would 
gather to hear a peal rung ? All down the years the 
bells have played a dignified and pleasantly agreeable 
part in our lives.

If this ‘ goes ’ for the ordinary man, how much more 
intensely so for the ringer,, the man who loves his bell 
and his art. This awful hiatus to him must be as bad 
as a prison sentence. That this î  no overstatehient may 
easily be gathered from a perusal of ringers’ doings. A 
new method is evolved ! Immediately a band to ring it 
is found. A longer or more difficult peal is composed! 
The enthusiasts are ready, to tackle it. One band rings 
a 6 ,000 ; their friends and rivals quickly aspire to a 
7,000 or more; and the distances they will travel! W e  
learn that before modern means of transport were 
thought of, a band walked from London to Oxford, to 
attempt a peal.

It is not beyond bounds of belief that, other means 
failing, their successors would do it to-day for the same 
reason. What can this reason be, this magnetic force in 
the appe,al ? Certainly not material gain, for there is 
little money in ringing. No ringers seem able to explain 
it, not even veterans of 60 or? 70 years at the end of the 
rope. Perhaps it cannot be expressed in mere words.

But the devotees of St. Cecilia are a race apart, en
joying and revelling in another world from which all but 
fellow ringers are excluded. Maybe it is the physical 
satisfaction in the ability to control the movement of a 
body many times one’s" own weight, or the mental 
pleasure afforded by a successful journey through the in
tricacies of a peal, or perhaps a combination of both. 
Whatever this elusive quality may be, all depends 
eventually on the bells themselves.

Bells and their message, be it joy or sorrow, have be
come one of the amenities, without which w e should all 
be spiritually the poorer. There is nothing can ever be 
quite like bells ringing— not the miserable ting-tang of 
still bells chimed, ‘ but the full-throated clangour of 
swinging bells. W hy, they become live things!

WEiJt human effort could ever hope to emulate the 
‘ chorus of the giants ’ of the Cathedral or even their 
smaller brothers of the village church. Meanwhile, St. 
Cecilia' weeps!

But her tears may soon be dried, and when the word 
goes out her children will again spring to life. Perhaps 

(C o n tin u ed  in  n e x t  co lum n .)

I T E B B S ’ P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R IP L E S .
T H E  F I R S T  P E R F O R M A N C E .

F ro m  ‘ T h e  T im e s .’ o f D e ce m b e r 22nd, 18 2 8 :—
‘ O n T h u rs d a y , th e  18 tli in s t., e ig h t  m em b ers o f th e  J u n io r  C o lleg e  

S o c ie ty , r in g e rs  o f S t . S a v io u r ’s, S o u th w a rk , an d  T r in i ty  Church,. 
N e w in g to n , ra n g  on th e  b£lls a t  th e  la t t e r  p la c e  a  tr u e  an d  ex ce lle n t 
p e a l o f g ra n d sire  tr ip le s  on  S te a d m a n ’s p rin cip le , c o n ta in in g  5,040 
ch a n ges, w h ich  w a s co m p leted  in  th r e e  h ou rs a n d  fo u r  m in u tes, and  
is  th e  g r e a te s t  p e rfo rm a n ce  e v e r  a ch ieved  up on a n y  p e a l o f b ells  in 
(h e  K in g d o m . T h e  a b o v e  p e a l co n ta in s  598 bobs a n d  122 s in g les  t n d  
is  th e  m o st p e r fe c t o f th e  k in d  e v e r  p rod u ced , b u t  has n e v e r  been  
ru n g  u n til th e  p resen t occasion , w h en  e v e ry  bob a n d  sin gle  w a s  r e g u 
la r ly  c a lle d  a n d  m ad e. T w o  y e a rs  h a v e  e la p sed  s in ce  th e  so cie ty  h rs t  
a tte m p te d  to  r in g  th is  p e a l, d u rin g  w h ich  tim e  th e y  h a v e  assem bled  
e v e r y  T h u rs d a y  ev e n in g  to  p e r fo r m  it , a n d  in  th e  v a rio u s  u n su ccessfu l 
a tte m p ts  w h ic h  h a v e  been  m ad e th e y  h a v e  ru n g  u p w a rd s  o f 200,000 
ch a n g es  in  th is  m o st d ifficu lt o f  a l l  th e  system s in  th e  a r t  o f r in g in g . 
T h is  sy ste m  o f r in g in g  w a s  in v e n te d  b y  M r. F a b ia n  S te a d m a n , a 
n a t iv e  o f C a m b rid g e , a b o u t th e  m id d le  o f th e  1 7 th  c e n t u r y .’

I t  is  ev id en ce  o f  th e  d eclin e  in  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  L o n d o n  r in g in g  th a t  
w h a t  w a s p ro b a b ly  a s  go od  a  b a n d  as  th e n  ex isted  in  th e  m etro p olis  
sh ou ld  h a v e  ta k e n  tw o  y e a r s  to  r in g  a  p e a l o f  S te d m a n  T rip le s , a n d  
th e n  sh ou ld  h a v e  cla im ed  i t  as ‘ th e  m o st d ifficu lt o f a ll th e  system s 
in  th e  a r t  o f  r in g in g .’ T h e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s  h a d  a lr e a d y , in  1803 ru n g  
a p e a l o f  S te d m a n  T r ip le s  a t  K e n sin g to n .

J o se p ii L a d le y  ca lle d  th e  N e w in g to n  p e a l, a n d  in  th e  b a n d  w ere  such  
w ell-k n o w n  r in g e rs  a s  S a m u e l A u stin , J a m e s  M a sh  a n d  E d w a rd  
L a n sd e ll.

T h e  com position  b y  Jo sep h  T e b b s, o f  L eeds* is  in  ten  r e g u la r  p a rts , 
ea ch  p a r t  co n sistin g  o f six  courses. In  e v e r y  cou rse  th e re  are  bobs 
a t  3, 5, 7, 8, 9 , 10, 1 1 , 12, 13 a n d  14, an d , in  ad d itio n , in  th e  la s t  six  
o f th e  first tw o  courses o f  e a c h  p a r t  th e re  is  an  in -co u rse  s in gle , 
m a d e  b y  th e  fo u r  b e lls  in  4-5 an d  6-7 ly in g  s til l.  A n o th e r  s im ila r 
s in g le  is  m a d e  a t  th e  h a lf-w a v  a n d  en d. I t  is  a  v e r y  r e g u la r  an d , in  
m a n y  w a y s, e x ce lle n t com p osition , b u t is sp o ilt fo r  p r a c tic a l p u rposes 
b y  th e  excessive  n u m b er o f bobs. I t  h a s  been  ru n g  m a n y  tim es, and  
fo r t y  y e a r s  or so ag o  F re d e r ic k  N e w m a n  c a lle d  it  s e v e ra l tim es at 
d iffe re n t p la ces  in  L on d on  an d  K e n t .

T h e  r in g  o f  e ig h t  b e lls  a t  H o ly  T r in ity , N e w in g to n , h a v e  n o t been 
ru n g  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs , a n d  th e  n u m b e r o f  r in g e rs  w ho h a v e  h e a rd  
th e m  m u st b e  v e r y  sm all.

A N  E N G L ISH  B E L L .
‘ I  re m e m b e r,’ w r o te  E a r l B a ld w in  in  h is  b o o k  o f  e s s a y ^ - 'C n  E n g 

la n d ,’ ‘ m a n y  y e a rs  ag o  s ta n d in g  on th e  terrafce o f  a b e a u tifu l v illa  
n e a r F lo re n ce . I t  w a s a  S e p te m b e r ev en in g , a n d  th e  v a lle y  b e lo w  
w a s tr a n sfig u re d  in  th e  lo n g  h o rizo n ta l r a y s  o f th e  d eclin in g  sun. 
A n d  th e n  I  h e a rd  a b ell, su ch  a b e ll as n e ve r w a s  on la n d  an d  sea, 
a  b e ll w hose e v e r y  v ib ra tio n  fo u n d  a n  echo in  m y  in n erm o st h ea rt- 
I  sa id  to  m y  hostess, “  T h a t  is  th e  m ost b e a u tifu l b e ll I  h a v e  ever 
h e a r d .”  “  Y e s ,”  she re p lie d , “  i t  is  an  E n g lish  b e l l .”  A n d  so i t  w as. 
F o r  g e n e ra tio n s  its  sou nd  h ad  g o n e  o u t o ver E n g lish  fields, g iv in g  th e  
h ou rs o f  w o rk  a n d  p r a y e r  to  E n g lish  fo lk  fro m  th e  to w e r o f an  E n g lish  
a b b e y , a n d  th en  ca m e th e  R e fo rm a tio n , a n d  som e w ise I ta lia n  b o u g h t 
th e  b e ll w hose w o rk  a t  hom e w as d one a n d  se n t i t  to  th e  V a l le y  o f th e  
A rn o , w h e re  a ft e r  fo u r  ce n tu rie s  i t  s t ir re d  th e  h e a rt  o f a w a n d e rin g  
E n g lish m a n  a n d  m ad e him  sick  fo r  h o m e.’

R e g a r d in g  th is  L t .-C o l. G e ra ld  T h o rp  w r o te  to  ‘ N o te s  a n d  Q u eries  *:
‘ I  h a v e  k n o w n  F lo re n ce  in tim a te ly  s in ce  m y  ch ild h ood , b u t I  n e v e r  
h eacd  th e  s to ry  b e fo re . I  re c o lle c t, h o w e v e r, b e in g  to ld  t h a t  m a n y  
o f th e  ch u rch  b e lls  in  th e  N o rth  o f  I t a ly  a b o u t th e  I ta lia n  la k e s  w e re  
o f  E n g lish  o r ig in .’

E d w a rd  Iro n sid es , in  his ‘ H is to ry  an d  A n tiq u it ie s  o f  T w ic k e n h a m ,’ 
p u b lish ed  in  1797, s a y s :  ‘ T h e  fa m ily  o f  C o rsin i in  I t a ly ,  I  h ave  som e
w h e re  re a d , ra ised  th em selves b y  p u rch a sin g  b e lls  a t  th e  d em olitio n  
o f  re lig io u s  houses in  E n g la n d .’

T H L  T U N IN G  O F  B E L L S .— I  k n o w  w e ll b y  ex p e rie n c e  t h a t  n o t one 
r m g e r  am o n g a th o u sa n d  r ig h t ly  u n d e rsta n d s  th e  sca le  o f  m u sick ; 
w h ich  i f  h e  did, he cou ld  im m e d ia te ly  te l l  i f  a  p e a l o f  b e lls  w e re  in  
r ig h t  tu n e  o r  n o t. I  a p p e a l to  a ll g e n tle m e n , m a ste r s  o f b e ll fo u n d in g , 
w h e th e r  it  is  n o t cu sto m a ry  w ith  th em  a lw a y s  t o  tu n e  th e ir  p ea ls  in  
th e  sh arp  a n d  ch e a rfu l kfey? T o  w h ich  th e y  w ill a n sw er— I t  r e a lly  is 
(unless d e sir ’ d to  th e  c o n tr a r y  b y  som e v e r y  w h im sic a l p ersons) fro m  
w h ich  i t  is  c le a r ly  th a t  ten o r, lo w est, o r  g r e a te s t  b e ll m u st a lw a y s  
b e  C  (w h e th e r in  co n cert p itc h  o r  n o t), a l l th e  le sse r b e lls  a b o v e  t h a t  
b e in g  in  a r e g u la r , d ia to n ic  o rd e r.— W illia m  T a n ’su r, * A  M u sical 
G r a m m a r ,’ 1829.

(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p re v io u s  co lu m n .) 

the long silence will enhance the joy of once more hear
ing- their grand diapason. Many, alas, will not respond 
to the call!

When that call comes let not the Ringers be found 
wanting. May it be soon !

E. M.
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H A N D B E L L  R IN G IN G .
A  S U I T A B L E  P E A L  C O M P O S IT IO N .

B y  t h e  R e v . M .  ,C. C . M e l v x l l e .
In  thesfe d a y s  o f  r e s tr ic te d  to w e r b e ll r in g in g , m a n y  r in g e rs  h a v e  

d isco vered  a fr e s h , a n d  m a n y  m ore fo r  th e  firs t tim e , th e  fa sc in a tio n  
to  be fo u n d  in  h a n d b e ll r in g in g . I t  m u st b e  th e  a m b itio n  o f e v e ry  
Such li t t le  co m p a n y  to  r in g  a p ea l, n o t o n ly  fo r  th e ir  ow n  sa t is fa c tio n , 
b u t  also to  m a rk  th e ir  p ro g ress  in a  co n c re te  w a y , a n d  in  a  good 
m a n y  ca ses t h a t  firs t p e a l is on e o f B o b  M a jo r . J u d g in g  fro m  m y 

ex p erien ce  m a n y  n ew  co n d u cto rs a re  a t  a loss to  k n o w  th e  m ost 
su ita b le  com position  to  ca ll fo r su ch  a  p e a l, e n d  I  tr u s t  t h a t  th e  h in ts  
w h ic h  fo llo w  w ill b e  o f  v a lu e  to  a t  le a s t  som e o f  y o u r  re a d e rs .

I n  h a n d b e ll r in g in g  i t  is  im p o r ta n t to  re m e m b e r th a t  ea ch  r in g e r  
l ia s  tw o  b e lls  to  r in g , a n d  th e r e fo r e  a n y  com p osition  w h ic h  k eep s  
ea c h  p a ir  o f  b e lls , e sp e c ia lly  3-4 a n d  5-6, in te rco n n e cte d , is  m u ch  
e a s ie r  to  r in g  tlia n  o n e  w h ich  h as, sa y , th e  s ix th  fixed  fo r  se ve ra l 
cou rses a n d  a t  th e  sam e tim e  a llo w s th e  fif th — i.e ., th e  o th e r  b e ll th e  
r in g e r  o f th e  s ix th  is r in g in g — to  a lte r  i t s  p ositio n  r e la t iv e  to  th e  
s ix th  in  ea ch  cou rse.

A  p e a l w h ic h  is e a s y  b o th  to  co n d u ct a n d  r in g  is  a  5,040 b y  M r. E. 
M a u ric e  A tk in s . T h is  p e a l h a s  5-6 a t  hom e, e ith e r  r ig h t  w a y  or 
w ro n g  w a y  ro u n d , a t  th e  en d  o f e v e ry  fo u r  c o u r s e s ; a n d  th e  b asis o f  
th e  p e a l is  a  rou n d  b lock  o f  fo u r  cou rses ru n g  tw e lv e  tim e s  :—

23456 W  M  H

42635 —  —
56234 —  —  ,
35264 —
42356 —  —

A p a r t  fro m  s ix  s in g les  c a lle d  in ste a d  o f  bobs— tw o  h a lf-w a y  a n d  
fo u r  q u a rte r-w a v — th e se  fo u r  cou rses a re  a ll th e  co n d u cto r h a s  to  
lea rn  in  o rd er to  c a ll th e  p e a l. N o tic e  how  th e  ca lls  a ffe ct th e  b ells 
in th is  ro u n d  b lo ck . In  th e  f ir s t  co u rse  5-6 a r e  b ro u g h t .to g e th e r  by 
th e  tw o  b o b s  a t  W  a n d  M , w h e re  th e  f if t h  m a k e s  b o th  b o b s a n d  so 
com es to  cou rse  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  s ix th . F o r  a w h o le  co u rse  
5-6 a r e  to g e th e r  u n ti l th e y  com e to  th e ir  p a r te d  le a d — i.e ., w h e re  th e  
tr e b le  is  co u rsin g  b e tw e e n  th e m — a n d  th e n  a t  th e  th re e  successive 
bo b s a t  M , H  a n d  W , th e se  tw o  b e lls  a r e  m a d e  to  ru n  in  a n d  o u t. 
In  o th e r w o rd s, 5-6, in s te a d  o f c o u rsin g  im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  th e  ten ors, 
as  th e y  h a d  b een  d o in g , n o w  fin d  th em selv es  co u rsin g  im m e d ia te ly  
a f t e r  th e  ten o rs. F o r  a n o th e r  w h o le  cou rse  5-6 re m a in  to g e th e r  in 
co u rsin g  o rd e r, w h en , in  th e  la s t cou rse  o f th e  b lock  o f  fo u r, th e  ca lls  
a t  W  and. M  once m ore p u t  th e m  in to  th e ir  p la in  course p o sitio n  b y 
ca u sin g  th e  s ix th  to  m a k e  th e  tw o  bobs.

A n d  n o w  a  w o rd  a b o u t th e  p ositio n s o f th e  six- s in g les. F o u r  of 
th e  s in gles  a r e  u sed  to  re v e rse  5-6 in  e v e ry  q u a rte r , i .e ., in  th e  first, 
fo u r th , se v e n th  a n d  te n th  p a r t s  o f th e  p e a l;  a n d  th e  o all is ^ n a d e  
in ste a d  o f  o n e  o f th e  th re e  su ccessive  b o b s w h en  5-6 a re  ru n n in g  in  
a n d  o u t. I t  can  b e  c a lle d  a t  a n y  o f th e  th re e  bobs, p ro v id e d  i t  is 
in  th e  sam e p la c e  in  e a c h  q u a rte r . T h e  u s u a l p la c e  to  m a k e  th e  ca ll 
is  a t  th e  M id d le  in  th e  secon d  cou rse, i .e ., th e  firs t  o f  th e  th r e e  bobs. 
T h e  o th e r  tw o  s in g les  a r e  u tilis e d  to  re v e rse  tw o  o f  t h e  s m a ll bells, 
a n d  M r. A tk in s  re v e rse s  2-3 b y  c a llin g  th e  s in g les  a t  th e  W ro n g  of 
th e  firs t cou rse  in  th e  firs t  a n d  se v e n th  p a r ts . T h e s e  s in g le s  are 
c a lle d  a f t e r  th e  p a rt-e n d , in  w h ich  4-5-6 a r e  a ll a t  H om e, n a m e ly , 
23456 (a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  p eal) a n d  32456 ( a t  h a lf-w a y ) . T h ese  
p a r t s  w ith  th e  h a lf-w a y  s in g les  also  h a v e  th e  s in g le s  a t  M id d le  to  
re v e rse  5^6; th e  o th e r  tw o  s in g le s  a t  M id d le  b e in g  c a lle d  a f t e r  th e  
p a rt-e n d s  32465 an d  23465. In  o th e r  w o rd s, th e  fo u r  s in g le s  a t  M id d le  
a r e  ca lle d  a f t e r  th e  p a rt-e n d s  in  w h ic h  th e  fo u r th  h as m ad e th e  bob.

In  o rd e r  to  c a ll  a  p e a l i t  is  n o t  su ffic ien t to  k n o w  th e  p o sitio n s  o f 
a l l  th e  b o b s  a n d  sin g les , o all th e m  c o rr e c tly ,, a n d  tr u s t  to  lu c k  t h a t  
e v e r y th in g  w ill go  a c co rd in g  to  p la n . T h e  co n d u c to r m u st k n o w  
w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e  b e lls  a r e  in  th e ir  c o rr e c t p laces, a n d  i f  th e y  do 
g e t  w ro n g , to  c o rre ct th e m  im m e d ia te ly . S o m e co n d u cto rs m a k e  a 
p r a c tic e  o f le a rn in g  o ff c e r ta in  cou rse  o r  p a r t  en d s in  o rd e r  to  ch eck 
th e  r in g in g  as i t  p roceed s, b u t  i t  is  f a r  m o re  s a t is fa c to r y  to  kn ow  
all th e  tim e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e  b e lls  a r e  r ig h t , a n d  th e  o n ly  w a y  th is  
ca n  b e  d o n e  is  to  k n o w  th e  co u rsifig  o rd e r  o f  th e  b e lls , a n d  h o w  t h a t  
o rd e r  is  a ffe cte d  b y  ea ch  su ccessive  ca ll. A t  firs t  s ig h t th is  m ig h t 
seem  r a th e r  a  to u g h  p ro p o sitio n  to  th e  in e x p e rie n c e d  co n d u cto r, b u t 
w ith  a  l i t t l e  p r a c tic e  a n d  p re p a ra tio n  i t  sh o u ld  n o t  p re se n t m uch 
d iffic u lty . T h e re  is  o n e  b ig  d ifferen ce  b e tw e e n  le a r n in g  c e r ta in  p a rt-  
en d s o f  a  p e a l  a n d  k n o w in g  th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  o f  th e  b e lls :  w h e re a s  
th e  fo rm e r h a v e  to  b e  le a r n t  o ff l ik e  a  s tr in g  o f n u m b ers, th e  la t t e r  
ca n  b e  w orked  ou t  as th e  p e a l p rog resses. N a t u r a lly  a l l th e  co u rsin g  
o rd e rs  in  th e  w o rld  w ill n o t  s tr a ig h te n  o u t  a  p e a l o f  S u r p rise , b u t  
o w in g  to  th e  s im p le  s tru o tu re  o f B o b  M a jo r , t lr i  co u rsin g  o rd e r  in  
t h a t  m e th o d  is f a r  m ore v a lu a b le  th a n  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  co u rse  or 
p a r t  ends. ,  r  /

M r. A tk in s ' p e a l o f B o b  M a jo r  is  v e r y  s u ita b le  fo r  th e  b e g in n e r  
w ho w ish es  t9 w o rk  o u t h is  co u rsin g  o rd ers  as h e  goes a lo n g  b ecau se  

• th e y  a r e  so r e g u l a r : T h e  b e lls  2-3-4 k e e p  th e  sa m e  o rd e r  am on g 
th em selves fo r  th e  w h o le  o f ea ch  p a r t , a n d  5-6 w o rk  q u ite  s im p ly  in  
b e tw e e n  th em .

N o w  a  w o rd  on  h o w  th is  co u rs in g  o rd e r  m a y  b e  w o rk e d  f u t .  I f  
w e lo o k  a t  th e  fig u re s  o f  a  p la in  cou rse  o f  B o b  M a jo r  a n d  w r ite  dow n 
th e  b e lls  w h ic h  le a d  in  each  ro w  w e sh a ll g e t  th e  fo llo w in g :—

F ir s t  le a d  : • 24-6-8-7-5-3-1 b r in g in g  u p  th e  W ro n g  p ositio p  
S e c o n d  le a d  : 3-2-4-6-8-7-5-1 

T h ir d  le a d  : 5-3-24-6-8-7-1 
F o u r th  le a d  : 7-5-3-2-4-6-8-1 b r in g in g  u p  th e  B e fo re  p osition  

F i f t h  l e a d : 8-7-5-3-24-6-1 ,
S ix th  le a d  : 6-8-7-5-3-2-4-1 b r in g in g  u p  th e  M id d le  p osition  

S e v e n th  le a d  : 4-6-8-7-5-3-2-1 b rin g in g  u p  th e  H om e p ositio n  
N o w  th e se  ro w s o f  fig u re s  re p re s e n t th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  o f th e  bells, 
an d , a p a r t  fro m  th e  p ositio n  o f th e  tr e b le , th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  is th e  
sam e th ro u g h o u t th e  p la in  cou rse. T h e  tr e b le  h u n ts  th ro u g h  th e  
o th e r  b e lls , b e in g  one p lace  e a r lie r  ea ch  lea d . I f  t l ie  co n d u cto r is 
r in g in g  th e  te n o rs  he ca n  te ll fro m  w h e re  he m e e ts  th e  tr e b le  w h ich  
o f th e  seven  le a d s  is  b e in g  ru n g , a n d  w h ic h  c a llin g  p ositio n  he is 
com in g to  w h en  th e  tr e b le  n e x t lea d s. F o r e x a m p le , i f  t h e tcon d u ctor 
is  r in g in g  th e  ten o rs  a n d  in  th e  p la in  course p asses tw o  b e lls  (n am ely, 
5  a n d  3) w h en  h u n tin g  u p  b e fo re  m e e tin g  th e  tr e b le , a n d  th re e / b e lls  
(2, 4 a n d  6) a f t e r  p a ssin g  i t ,  he is  com in g to  th e  W ro n g . S im ila r ly , 
if  he p asses fo u r  b e lls  b e fo re  m eetong th e  tr e b le  a n d  on e a ft e r , th e  
n e x t lea d -en d  w ill b e  a t  M id d le ; w h ile  th r e e  b e fo r e  a n d  tw o  a fte r  
6how s t h a t  th e  H om e is co m in g  u p . A rm e d  w ith  th is  k n o w le d g e  th e  
co n d u cto r is  n o t o n ly  a b le  to  m a k e  c e rta in  t h a t  lie  is  p u tt in g  th e  ca lls 
in  th e  r ig h t  p laces, b u t ca n  also k e e p  th e  tr e b le  r ig h t  sh ou ld  i t  s tr a y .

E x c e p t fo r  th e  p ositio n  o f th e  tr e b le , th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  o f  th e  seven  
w o rk in g  b e lls  n e v e r  v a rie s  u n less a  c a ll is  m a d e ; a n d  as  th e  ten o rs  a re  
v e r y  r a r e ly  p a r te d  i t  is  o n ly  n e ce ssa ry  to  k e e p  in  m ii:d xt he cou rsin g  
o rd e r  o f five  b ells , n a m e ly , 2-34-5-6. In  th e  p la in  course, as w e h ave 
a lre a d y  seen, t h a t  o rd er is  (8-7)-5-3-24-6-(8-7), th e  te n o rs  cou rsin g  
b e fo re  th e  f i f th  a n d  a f t e r  th e  s ix th  : b u t a l l  w e  n eed  to  re m e m b e r is 
5-3-24^6. A  b o b  a t  W ro n g  a ffe cts  th e  firs t th r e e  b e lls , n a m e ly , 5-3-2, 
a n d  th e ir  co u rsin g  o rd e r  becom es 3-2-5, w ith  th e  te n o rs  now  cou rsin g  
b e fo re  th e  th ir d  in ste a d  o f  b e fo re  th e  f ifth . A  b o b  a t  H om e a lte rs  
th e  m id d le  th re e  b ells , 3-2-4 b ecom in g  2-4-3; a n d  a bob a t  M id d le  
th e  la s t  th re e , 2-4-6 b ecom in g  4-6-2. E x a m in e  th e  b o b  a t  W ro n g , 
5-3-2 b ecom in g  3-2-5. T h e  b e ll w h ich  m a k e s  th e  bob is th e  b e ll w h ich  
is p la c e d  tw o  b ells  la t e r  in  th e  co u rsin g  o rd er, i .e .,  th e  5 t h ;  th e  o th e r  
tw o  b e lls  ru n  in  a n d  o u t, 3  r u n s .o u t, an d  2 ru n s  in . I f ,  h o w ever, a 
6in g le  is  c a lle d  in ste a d  o f , a b o b , th e  tw o  b e lls  t h a t  ru n  in  a n d  o u t 
c h a n g e  p la c e s  in th e ir  co u rsin g  o r d e r : in s te a d  o f 5-3-2 b eco m in g  3-2-5 
a s  a t  a  bob, i t  b ecom es 2-3-5 a t  a  s in g le .

N o w  le t  u s t a k e  th e  firs t  p a r t  o f M r. A tk in s ’ p e a l a n d  see  w h a t  
co u rsin g  o rd e r  is  p rod u ced  b y  e a c h  c a ll. W e  s t a r t  fro m  ro u n d s an d  
a  co u rs in g  o rd e r  o f  5-3-2-4-6. T h e  firs t  ca ll is  a  s in g le  a t  W ro n g , and  
so w e a re  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  th re e  b e lls  5-3-2. M e n ta lly  tra n sp o se  th e  
5th  a f t e r  th e  o th e r  tw o  b e lls  (re v e rse d  b ecau se  th e  c a ll is  a s in g le) 
a n d  w e  a r r iv e  a t  o u r n ew  co u rsin g  o rd e r, w h ic h  is  2-3-5-4-6. T h e  n e x t 
ca ll is  a t  M id d le , tltin k  o f 5 4 -6 , m a k e  th e  tr a n sp o sitio n , a n d  w e  a r r iv e  
a t  2-34-6-5. A f t e r  a  w hole, cou rse  th e r e  a re  th re e  ca lls  in  succession, 
a n d  e a c h  c a ll  ad v a n c es  5-6 in  I he co u rsin g  o rd e r, th e  o th e r  th re e  b e lls  
m a k in g  ea c h  b o b  in  tu r n . T h u s  s in g le  a t  M id d le , tra n sp o se  th e  la s t  
th r e e  b e lls , a n d  w e  a r r iv e  a t  2-3-5-64. B o b  a t  H om e, tra n sp o se  th e  
m id d le  th re e , a n d  w e  h a v e  2-5-6-34. F in a lly  b o b  a t  w ro n g , tr a n s
p osin g  th e  fr o n t  th ree , prod u ces 5-6-2-34. T h e  n e xt tw o  ca lls  a r e  a t  
W ro n g  a n d  M id d le  a n d  th e  sfim e b e ll m a k e s  th e  b o b  on  b o th  occasions. 
I f  5-6 h a v e  b een  tu r n e d  b y  a  s in g le , th e n  5  is  b r o u g h t  to  co u rse  
im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  th e  ten o rs, b r in g in g  u p  th e  p a rt-e n d  x  x x 6 5 ;  
i f  5-6 a r e  n o t tu rn e d , th e n  th e  b o b  b e ll is  6 b r in g in g  u p  th e  p a rt-e n d  
x  x  x  5  6 . In  th e  first p a r t  o f o u r  p e a l u n d er co n sid era tio n , 5-6 h a v e  
been  tu r n e d  a n d  so th e  bob b e ll is  5 ;  th e  bob a t  W ro n g  c h a n g in g  
th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  fro m  5-6-2-34 to  6-2-5-34, a n d  th e  b o b  a t  M id d le  
fu r th e r  ch a n g in g  i t  to  6-2-34-5. F in a l ly ,  a t  th e  en d  o f th e  p a rt , 
th e r e  is  th e  b o b  a t H om e, a ffe ctin g  th e  m id d le  th re e  b e lls  : 6-2-54-5 
b e c o m in g  6-34-2-5.

W e  ca n  n o w  s e t  o u t  th e s e  co u rsin g  o rd ers in  th e  fo rm  o f  a  ta b le , 
sh o w in g  th e  n ew  co u rsin g  o rd e r  a f t e r  ea c h  c a ll. F o r  th e  firs t th re e  
p a r t s  o f  o u r  p e a l th e y  a re  a s  fo llo w s :—

w C a llin g  C o u rs in g  o rd er

C o u rse  en d  W  M  H  W r o n g  M id d le  H om e

43625
65324
26354
43265

24536
65432
36452
24365

S  —
S  —

23546

56234
62534

34625

56342
63542

42635

23465
23564

62345

34256
34562

63425

25634

63425

35642

64235

32546 —  —  42635 42356
65243 —  —  42563 45623
46253 —  56423
32465 —  —  —  61523 64235 62345

T h e  co n d u cto r sh ou ld  p ra c tise  th e se  tr a n sp o sitio n s  m e n ta lly  u n til he 
ca n  c a r r y  th e m  o u t p r a c t ic a lly  w ith o u t th in k in g  a b o u t th em , a n d  then  
h e  w ill h a v e  no d iffic u lty  in  d o in g  th em  w h ile  th e  p e a l is  in  p ro g ress. 
I t  w ill b e  n o tic e d  t h a t  th e  co u rsin g  o rd e r  o f  th e  l i t t le  be]ls. is  2 -3 4  
fro m  th e  f ir s t  s in g le  u p  to  th e  bob a t  th e  p a rt-e n d , w h en  i t  becom es 
3 4 -2  fo r  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  secon d  p a r t , an d  4-2-3 fo r  th e  th ir d  p a rt .

(C o n tin u ed  on n e x t p a g e .)
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0  B E L F R Y  B R A IN S  B U S T .
A BROADCAST FORUM.

Professors at V arian ce.
D id  a n y  re a d e rs  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld ,’ th e  o th e r  n ig h t, h e a r  th e  

b ro a d c a s t o f #th e  e x ch a n g e  o f  id ea s b y  th e  ‘ B e l f r y  B r a in s  B u s t  ’ ? I 
d o u b t  i t ,  b ecau se  i f  th e y  h a d  I fe e l su re  th e re  w o u ld  h a v e  been  m a n y  
le t te r s  to  th e  E d ito r  on  th e  su b je c t  a n d  n one h a s  y e t  a p p e a re d . O ne 
n ig h t  I  w a s, as  1 o fte n  am , m u ch  to  th e  d isg u st o f  o th e r  m em b ers o f 
th e  househ old , tw id d lin g  th e  k n o b s  o f m y  re c e ive r , w h en  m y  a tte n tio n  
w a s  su d d e n ly  a r re s te d  b y th e  A n n o u n ce r  sa y in g , ‘ T h is  is  th e  H om e 
a n d  F o rce s  p ro g ra m m e . W e  a r e  n o w  g o in g  o v e r  to  th e  b a r  p a rlo u r 
o f  th e  D o g  a n d  P a r tr id g e , so m ew h ere  o u t in  th e  c o u n try , w h e re  w e 
s h a ll h e a r th e  B e l f r y  B r a in s  B u s t  d iscu ssin g  to p ics  o f  g r e a t  in te re st. 
T h e  discussions a re  ta k in g  p la c e  o u t in  th e  c o u n try  so t h a t  th e  en em y 
sh a ll n o t h e a r  th e m  a n d  p ro fit b y  th e . an sw ers w h ic h  m a y  b e  g iv e n .’ 

N a t u r a lly  I  p r ic k e d  u p  m y  ea rs. A  * B e l f r y  B r a in s  B u s t  ’— I  h a d  
n e v e r  h e a rd  o f i t .  E ven  th e  E d ito r  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  WTo rld  ’ could  
n o t  h a v e  h e a rd  o f  i t ,  o th e rw ise  he m u st, su re ly , h a v e  to ld  us som e
th in g  a b o u t i t .  T h e re  w a s  no tim e  fo r  fu r th e r  th o u g h t, h o w ever, fo r 
th e  A n n o u n ce r  6aid  in  'th a t ca su a l w a y  an n o u n cers h a v e , ‘ O v e r  to  th e  
D o g  an d  P a r t r id g e , ’ a s  i f  he w a s in  th e  h a b it  o f g o in g  o v e r  to  th e  
D o g  a n d  P a r tr id g e , or its  c o u n te rp a rt, a t  a l l so rts  o f  tim es in  b etw een  
h is  an n o u n cin g .

A n d  th e n  ca m e a n o th e r  V o ic e , ‘ T h is  is  th e  b a r  p a r lo u r  o f  th e  D o g  
an d  P a r t r id g e . ’ O f cou rse, th is  w a s a lm o s t su p erflu ou s a f t e r  w h a t 
th e  A n n o u n cer h a d  sa id , b u t  p re su m a b ly  i t  w a s  a  n ecessa ry  p re 
lim in a ry  in  o rd e r  t h a t  a l l th e  w o rld  m ig h t k n o w  t h a t  i t  was th e  b a r 
p a r lo u r  o f  th e  D o g  a n d  P a r tr id g e . A n d  th e n  th e  V o ic e  w e n t o n :—

‘ W e  h a v e  s e t  u p  h ere  a n e w  F o ru m  to  d eal w ith  q u estion s r e la tin g  
to  th e  B e l f r y , w h e re  o n ce  up on  a  t im e  b e lls  u sed  to  r in g  a n d  th e  
r in g e rs  p ra c tis e d  w h a t  p rom ises to  b ecom e, i f  th e  w a r  la s ts  lo n g  
en o u gh , a  lo s t a r t .  T h e  B .B .C . h a s  b een  fo r tu n a te  en o u g h  to  o b ta in  
th e  serv ices  o f  p ro m in e n t p ro fesso rs  to  a n sw e r th e  q u estion s w h ich  
h a v e  Keen se n t in  to  u s. I  m a y  s a y  t h a t  s in ce  w e  in v ite d  th ese  
q u estion s th e y  h a v e  d escen d ed  up on  u s as th ic k ly  as fla k es  in  a  sn ow 
sto rm  o r  a s  le a ve s  iiv  V a llo m b r o s ia .’

1  supp ose th e  V o ic e  th o u g h t  w e  cou ld  choose w h ich  w e lik e d , 
th e  fla k e s  o r  th e  le a ve s , a lth o u g h  I  am  su re  h e  w a s  ly in g  a n y  w a y  
a s  to  h o w  th ic k  th e y  w e re . B u t  he w e n t  o n , k n o w in g  fu ll  w e ll no' 
on e cou ld  c o n tra d ic t  h im  :—

* W e  h a v e  ch riste n e d  th is  F o ru m  th e  “  B e l f r y  B r a in s  B u s t ,”  n o t 
b ecau se  w e  th in k  th e ir  b ra in s  w ill b u st, b u t  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  a l li t e r a 
tio n , w h ich  a lw a y s  m ak es  a  t i t le  sn a p p y , a n d  so w e  h a v e  th e  B .B .B . 
o f  th e  B .B .C .*

T h e r e  w ere  sou n d s o f m u ffle d  la u g h te r  fro m  b e h in d  th e  m icrop h on e 
a t  th is  p ie c e  o f  s p a r k lin g  w it .

A n d  tn e n  th e  V o ic e  w e n t on : ‘ T h e  B e l f r y  B r a in s  B u s t con sists o f
P ro fe sso r  O . K .  P is to r , P ro fe sso r  E . E . L in g  “a n d  D r . N . B . G------ ; on
a c co u n t o f  p ro fe ssio n a l e tiq u e tte , I  ca n n o t g iv e  y o u  his n a m e. A n d  
to  o b ta in  th e  o p in io n s o f the m an  in  th e  b e lfr y , so to  sp e a k , w e 
h a v e  a lso  g o t w ith  us in  th e  S tu d io , w h ic h  a t  th e  .m o m en t is  th e  b a r 
p a rlo u r, M r. B o b  B e llro p e , w ho h a s  b een  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  h e llr in g e rs  
in  th is  v i lla g e  fo r  o v e r  s e v e n ty  y e a rs . Y o u  w ill a g re e  t h a t  w ith  his 
v a s t  e x p erien ce  M r. B e llro p e  sh ou ld  b e  a b le  to  th ro w  m u ch  lig h t  on 
th e  p rob lem s w e  sh a ll h a v e  to  d iscu ss .’

A t  t h a t  i t  sou nd ed  to  m e as  i f  a  c r o a k in g  v o ic e  so m ew h ere  n e a r 
th e  ‘ m ik a  ’ b r o k e  in  to  sa y , ‘ H e a r , h e a r. I  c a n  t h a t . ’

A n d  th e n  th e  com p ere, o r  th e  m a ste r  o f cerem on ies, o r  w h a te v e r  
th e y  c a ll  th e  m an  w ho bosses th e  sjiow , w e n t o n : ‘ W e  w o n ’ t  w a ste  
a n y  m ore tim e , b u t w e ’ ll com e to  th e  firs t q u estion , w h ich  is, “  W h y  
do flies go  t o  th e  b e lfr y  in  w in te r  t im e ? ”  T h a t ,  I  th in k , is  a question  
w h ich  y o u  o u g h t to  b e  a b le  to  a n sw e r, d o c to r .’

D r . N . B . G------  c le a re d  h is  th r o a t  an d  sa id  he su pp o sed  flies
w e n t to  th e  b e lfr ie s  in  w in te r  tim e  b ecau se  th e y  h a d  no b e t te r  p lace  
to  g o . H e  a d m itte d  i t  w a s so m etim es cold  a n d  so m etim es d r a u g h ty , 
b u t th e r e  m ig h t b e  w o rse  p laces. A t  a n y  r a te , th e  flies  w ere  o u t of 
th e  w a y  o f  sm a ll b o ys  w h o  m ig h t w a n t  to  p u ll o ff th e ir  le g s  and 
w in g s. H e  u n d ersto o d  th e r e  w a s  on re c o rd  a  co n v ersa tio n  b etw een  
tw o  flies w ho h a d  ta k e n  to  a  cr a n n y  in  a  to w e r w a ll. T h e  la d y  to ld  
h er h u sb a n d  sh e w a s  co ld  a n d  t h a t  th e ir  a b o d e  w a s  n o t e x a c tly  th e  
k in d  o f  w in te r  hom e she h a d  e x p e c te d  to  b e  b ro u g h t to . H e  w a s  ru d e 
a n d  h a d  e v id e n tly  t ir e d  o f  h er, so, in  th e  la n g u a g e  o f O ld  B ill, 
m a d e  fa m o u s b y  B r u c e  B a ir n s fa t lie r , h e  to ld  h er a b r u p t ly , ‘ I f  you  
k n o w  a  b e t te r  ’o le , g o  to  i t . ’ A n d  th e n  he w e n t to  s le e p  a g a in .

T h en  B o b  B e llro p e  w a s  a sk ed  fo r  h is  e x p erien ce  a b o u t flies in  th e  
b e lfr y . * I  d on ’ t  k n o w  w h y  th e y  gp  th e re , d a rn  ’ e m ,’ h e  sa id , ‘ b u t 
th e y  b e  a b lessed  n u isan ce  w h en  th e y  s ta r ts  w a k in g  u p  in  th e  sp r in g  
tim e . T h e y  c r a w l a ll o v e r  th e  p la c e  a n d  so m etim es th e y  d rop  down 
in s id e  m y  s h ir t  co lla r , d r a t  ’ em . A n d  th e n  I  h a v e  to  ta k e  o ff m e sh irt 
to  g e t  r id  o f  em .’

‘ W ell now , th e  n e x t  question,* s a id  th e  V o ice , an x io u s  a p p a re n tly  
to  av o id  fu r th e r  p erson a l d e ta ils , ‘ is  : “  W’ h a t  h a v e  ch a n g e s  to  do 
w ith  c h a n g e  r in g in g ? ”  *

B o th  th e  P ro fe sso rs  s ta r te d  to g e th e r  to  an sw er th is  a n d  b o th  
sto p p ed . T h e n , ‘ A f t e r  y o u  ’ th e y  p o lite ly  sa id  in  u n ison , so th e  
V o ic e  ca m e to  th e  rescu e, ‘ S u p p o se  w e  h a v e  P ro fe s s o r  L in g  f ir s t .’
‘ A s  y o u  w i ll , ’ sa id  P ro fe sso r  P is to r  w ith  a to u c h , i t  seem ed  to  m e, 
o f  in d ig n a tio n .

*
‘ W e ll , ’ sa id  P ro fe sso r  L in g , * ch a n g e s  h a v e  a  lo t  to  do w ith  c h a n g e  

r in g in g . A s  a m a tte r  o f  fa c t ,  t h e y  a r e  its  essence, i t s  w h o le  b e in g , 
th e  th in g -o ’-m e-bob o f  th e  w h a tV ite -n a m e !*

‘ Y e s , b u t  th e r e ’s o th e r  6o rts  o f  c h a n g e s ,’ b ro k e  in  M r. B e jlro p e .
* L o o k  a t  m e, look a t  th e  ch a n g es  in  m e. R in g in g  m a k e s  a  lo t o f 
ch a n ges, a n d  so does b e e r. I  u sed  to  h a v e  a  go o d  co m p lexion  once, 
n ow  lo o k  a t  m y  fa c e , b u t  1 w o u ld n ’ t  g iv e  i t  u p  fo r  w o r ld s; no, I  
w o u ld n ’ t  g iv e  u p  m e b e e r. A n d  th e n  look  a t  m y  w ife . O nce on  a 
tim e w h en  I  w en t hom e a ft e r  r in g in g  a n d  ju s t  one a t  th e  C row n , 
sh e  u sed  to  c a ll o u t fro m  h er bed , “ I s  th a t  y o u , d a r lin ’ ? I ’ m g la d  
y o u ’ ve  com e h o m e.”  N o w  sh e ’ ^  ch a n g e d , a n d  w h a t does sh e sh ou t 
w hen I g e t  i a c k  a f t e r  r in g in g  an d  h a v in g  on e a t  th e  C ro w n , an d  
one a t  th e  G e o rg e  a n d  p e rh a p s  a  co u p le  h ere  a t  th e  P a r tr id g e ?  S h e 
sa ys , “  So  y o u ’ ve  com e liom e a g a in , y o u  o ld  re p ro b a te , h a v e  y o u ?  I 
sh ou ld n ’ t  h ave  th o u g h t i t  w o rth  y o u r  w h ile , t h e y ’ ll  b e  open  a g a in  in 
th e  m o r n in g .”  ’

‘ P e rh a p s  w e h ad  b e t te r  n o t e n te r  in to  th a t ,  M r. B e llr o p e ,’ b ro k e  
in  th e  V o ic e , * a lth o u g h  I  m u st s a y  i t  r a th e r  le a d s  u p  to  th e  n e x t 
q u estion , “  W h y  d on ’ t  r in g e rs  d rin k  as m u ch  b e e r  as  th e ir  fa th e r s  
u sed  t o ? ”

‘ T h a t ’s a  lie , th e y  d o ,’ h o tly  r e to rte d  Mr* B e llro p e , ‘ le a s tw ise  a ll
I  k n o w  do. A n d  look a t  m e, do I  look  a s  i f  I  don t  d r in k  as m uch 
as m y  fa t h e r  c o u ld ? ’

* W e ll, w e ll, p e rh a p s  y o u  d o , an d  w e  w ill t a k e  i t  as th e  a n sw er to  
th e  q u e stio n ,’ sa id  th e  v o ic e . ‘ N o w  h ere  is  a  poser fo r  th e  pro/essors, 
“ W h a t  a re  ro u n d  b lock s an d  tr a n s p o s itio n s ? ”  T h a t, I  th in k , is  one 
fo r  yo u  to  ta c k le , P is t o r . ’

* Y e s , th a t ls  a  q u estion  w h ich  I  th in k  I  ca n  answ er,? sa id  th e  
P ro fe sso r . ‘ A t  le a s t I  th in k  I  o u g h t to  b e  a b le  to , se e in g  t h a t  I  
in v e n te d  th em , o r  a t  le a s t  red u c ed  th e m  to  la w  a n d  o rd e r. W h a t  are  
ro u n d  b locks an d  tr a n sp o s itio n s?  O b vio u sly  in  t h a  firs t p la c e  th e re  
m u st b e  ro u n d  b lo c k s  an d , seco n d ly , th e re  m u st b e  tra n sp o sitio n s, 
o th erw ise , o f  course, yo u  cou ld  n o t h a v e  th in g s  c a lle d  ro u n d  b locks 
a n d  tra n sp o sitio n s. W h y  th e  b locks a re  ro u n d  needs no e x p la n a tio n . 
T h in g s  t h a t  a re  ro u n d  are— w e ll, ro u n d . N o w  tra n sp o sitio n  m eans 
s o m e th in g  t o t a lly  d iffe re n t. I t  c a n n o t b e  a  tra n sp o sitio n  u n less i t  
h as b een  tra n sp o sed , so t h a t  w hen  yo u  h a v e  so m e th in g  w h ic h  is ca lle d  
a  tra n sp o sitio n  i t  is  so m eth in g  w h ich  h as b e e n .tra n s p o se d  e ith e r  by 
th is  o r  x>y th a t .  I f  i t  h a s  b een  tra n sp o sed  b y  th is  i t  is, in  a  sense, 
this, tr a n sp o s itio n ; i f  it  is  tra n sp o sed  b y  t h a t  i t  is t h a t  tra n sp o sitio n . 
I ts  m e a n in g  is, I  th in k , th e re fo re , q u ite  c le a r . ’

‘ B u t  te l l  m e, P is t o r , ’ b ro k e  in  L in g , ‘ ‘W hat is  th e  use o f ro u n d  
b lock s e n d  tr a n sp o s itio n s?  Y o u  te ll u s  a ro u n d  b lo c k  is  so m eth in g  
rou n d  a n d  a  tra n sp o sitio n  is so m eth in g  tra n sp o sed . B u t  w h a t  use can 
y o u  m a k e  o f t l ie in f ’

‘ M y  d e a r  L in g , ’ s a id  P is to r , * t h a t  is  w h e re  y o u  sh ow  ab y sm a l 
ig n o ra n c e . D o n ’t  yo u  k n o w  t h a t  tra n sp o s itio n s  co u p led  to  rou n d  
b lock s ca n  b e  m a d e  to  p ro v e  a n y t h in g ?  Y o u  ca n  p ro v e  t h a t  th e  
e q u a to r  ru n s fro m  th e  N o rth  to  th e  S o u th  P o le  an d  u p  th e  o th e r  
sid e o f th e  w o r ld ; t h a t  th e  A t la n t ic  is a sw im m in g  p ool in  th e  m id d le  
o f th e  P a c ific ;  t h a t  th e  sun  is  r e a lly  th e  m oon an d  th e  m oon is th e  
su n . A ll  yo u  n eed  is to  tu rn  e ith e r  o f  th ese  tliWigs in to  a  ro u n d  block  
a n d  tra n sp o se  i t .  *

‘ T o s h ,’ m u tte re d  L in g  u n d e r  h is  b re a th , b u t  i t  w a s  a u d ib le  o ver 
th e  a ir .  »

T h e n  th e  d o cto r b u tte d  in . .* B u t , P ro fe sso r , su re ly  th e re  is  som e 
fu r th e r  e x p la n a tio n  n eed ed . W h e re , fo r  in sta n ce , do yo u  g e t  y o u r 
rou n d  b locks an d  tra n sp o sitio n s  fr o m ? ’

‘ T h a t , ’ sa id  P is to r , ‘ is  r e a lly  a secret, w h ich , in  th e  in te r e sts  o f  th e  
co u n try , i t  w o u ld  n o t b e  a d v isa b le  to  d isclose h ere  in  case  i t  m ig h t 
b e  o f a d v a n ta g e  to  th e  en em y. B u t  I  w ill a d d  th a t  m y  fr ie n d  L in g  
c a n ’t  d isp rove i t . ’

T h e  V o ice  b ro k e  in , ‘ I  a m  a fr a id  w e h a v e  n o t tim e tp  go  into  
t h a t  to -n ig h t.’

* H e a r , h e a r ,’ sa id  B e llro p e . o b liv io u s  o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  he w a s  s till 
on th e  a ir . ‘ L a n d lo rd , b r in g  m e a n o th e r  p in t. P ro fe sso r  h ere  h as 
tra n sp o se d  th e  la s t  on e w ith  h is  e m p ty  g la s s .’

T h e  V o ic e , h u rr ie d ly  : * W e  a r e  n o w  re tu r n in g  yo u  to  th e  S tu d io  fo r 
th e  n e x t p a r t  o f  th e  p ro g ra m m e .’

W e ll*  t h a t  is w h a t I  h eard  on  th e  w ire less  th e  o th e r  n ig h t— or 1 
m ig h t n o t h ave  done. O .P .Q .

T H E  C E N T R A L  CO UNCIL.
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— D o those p eop le  w h o  h a v e  b een  so lo u d  in  th e ir  cr itic ism s 
k n o w  a n y th in g  o f  w h a t  lia s  b een  done b y  th e  hon. s e c r e ta r y  o f th e  
C e n tr a l C o u n cil to  g e t  th e  b a n  on r in g in g  rem o ved  or m odified,, or 
d o . th e y  w ilfu lly  s h u t th e ir  eyes a n d  fin d  fa u lt  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  fin d in g  * 
f a u lt ? _____________________________________________ A  M E M B E R .

H A N D B E L L  R IN G IN G
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p re v io u s  p a g e .)

In th e  secon d h a lf  o f  th e  p e a l, w h en  2-3 h a v e  once m ore been  re v ersed  
b y  th e  s in g le , th e  c o u rsin g  ord ers fo r  th e se  th re e  b ells  a re  3 -2 4 , 2-4-3, 
a n d  4-3-2.

O ne fin al w ord  a b o u t  M r. A tk in s ’ p e a l. k I f  i t  is  ru n g  in  fu ll as 
tw e lv e  p a r ts  o f  fo u r  cp urses each , th e re  w o u ld  b e  43 cou rses o r  5,376 
ch a n g es. T h e  la s t p a r t  is  th e re fo re  r u n g  as  one co u rse  o n ly  w ith  a  
b o b  a t  H om e, th u s  c u tt in g  o u t th re e  courses an d  re d u c in g  th e  p e a l to  
5,040 ch a n ges.
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G R A N D S IR E  C A T E R S .
THE HISTORY OF THE M ETHOD.

B y E dgar C. S h eph erd . '
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p a g e  6 11.)

After the visit of the College Youths the Oxford men 
seem to have practised hard, and in the following Janu
ary felt confident enough to accept a challenge to ring a 
peal. Hearne -writes :—

‘ 1734, January 2nd. Wednesday, 4 noon. Christ 
Church bells being now in very good order, yesterday 
some select Oxford ringers rung them all for a wager. 
They were every mail of them townsmen, but had re
ceived some considerable instructions from Mr. Stone, * 
M .A., a man in orders, a good ringer himself, fellow 
of Wadham College. The wager was that they^could not 
ring the five thousand and forty changes, quater or 
cater changes upon tljem. They were to have six tryals, 
and if upon the sixth tryal they did not do it, they were 
to loose. Yesterday they began (being the first tryal) 
just at twelve o ’clock, and finished the whole twenty- 
seven minutes after three o’clock. This is the first time 
that this numtfer of changes was ever rung in Oxford.
. . . The Oxford ringers yesterday made many mistakes, 
so that ’twas expected they must have given over several 
times.

‘ I did not hear them till they had been at it three- 
quarters of an hour, but .afterwards I heard them quite 
out until they had done, and I observed fifty-two faults 
in the ringing, nine of which were very considerable 
ones. However, take it altogether, ’twas excellent ring
ing, and they may glory-in it.

‘ The most considerable fault was occasioned by -Dr. 
Gregory, Regius Professor of Modern History and 
Student of Christ Church, who yesterday broke in upon 
the ringers, to their great disturbance.’

Hearne reported and commented on all the ringing in 
Oxford as assidutftsly and impartially as any modern 
music critic. His remarks on bad ringing were scathing, 
but he always |fave credit for a good performance. __ 

The band that rang the above 5,040 is given as fol
lows: I. Hearn, a Taylor, 2, Vicars,‘second Butler of 
New College, 3, George, a Taylor, 4, Guy Terry, a Pot
ash maker in St. Clement’s, 5, Yates, cook of Magdalen 
College, 6 , John Broughton, Barber, 7, Richard Smith, 
Glover, 8 , Barnes, second cook, Christ Church, 9, Arthur 
Lloyd, of Holywell, Carpenter, 10, Nicholas Benwell, 
who shows Great Tom.

Benwell was sexton of Christ Church, and Great Tom, 
it will be recalled, is the subject of Lawes’ fine old round,
‘ Great Tom is Cast.’

Enthusiasm reached a great height after the success 
recorded, and in the March of 1735 the same band rang
6,876 Grandsire Caters. They Had had three previous at
tempts. O f the first attempt Hearne speaks well. Of 
the second attempt he has caustic comments to make.

‘ They had so many gross faults that ’tis not worth

while to particularise them all, only thus much may be 
noted, that a bob was missed being called before tl£y 
had got to two hundred, and that they .strangely blun
dered a little after they had rung 600, and so again a 
little after they had rang 1,100 and so after 1,400 and 
1,900; and at length when they had rang 2,714 (which 
wa/its 4,162 of the whole) they were quite out, it being 
then three-quarters after one. . . . Had thejf finished 
the peal and done it well I should have taken care to 
transmit to print (in one of my books that I print at the 
theater) the names of the several" ringers to posterity,
6,876 changes having never as yet at one time being rung 
in Oxford. But as'the performance was bad (considering 
the character each ringer bore for his skill in the art of 
riaging) as it will not be for their credit to have their 
names mentioned, so neither will it be for the honour of 
William of Wickham to discover who the persons were 
that perform’d so lamely on the day he died, which day 
ought to be observed with all possible decorum, and the 
ringing shovfld be then as clean and true as can bê  for 
which reason I shall pass over which might be further 
observed in silence.’

Illness prevented Hearne from hearing the third at
tempt and the final success, but he was careful to in
quire fully into the quality of the ringing.

‘ March 22nd, Saturday. On Thursday last the Ox
ford ringers began to ring at New College at three- 
quarters after twelve o ’clock, an[J rang completely what 
they had attempted several times before, 6,876 cator 
changes, finishing the peal about three-quarters of an 
hour after four o'clock. ’ Tis the first time such a num
ber of cator changes was ever rung in Oxford upon ten 
bells. I did not hear the ringing myself for the same 
reason I have specyfied above under March 12th inst., 
but I have heard from good,judges, that, take it alto
gether, ’twas a glorious performance. For though there 
were two very great blunders and some other bad ring- 
ing, yet considering the length of the peal, it was admir
able ringing, such as can hardly be mended, unless^it be 
by the Londoners, it being a thing as it were next to 
impossible to go through such a long tedious work with
out faults.’

The band was the same as the one that rang the 5,040 
in'January, 1734, and Hearne .concludes by telling how 
the ringers ‘ were much caressed when they had done, 
and were handsomely treated or entertained at New Col
lege.’

The Society of Painswick Youths, established in 1686, 
has many fine ringing performances • to its credit. A 
tablet in Painswick Church records three peals of Triples 
in 1731 and 1733, and the following achievements in 
Grandsire Caters: 8,064 in 1734, 10,080 in 1735, and 
12,006 in 1737.

These were the longest lengths of caters up till that 
time; but, as Snowdon points out, since it was cus
tomary for ropes to change hands during long lengths, 

(C o n tin u ed  on  n e x t  p ag e .)

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T I M A T E S  S U B M I T T E D  FOR N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S ,  REPAIRS  
OR R E P A IN T IN G  O F  D IALS .

-
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5 ,120  C O R N W A L L  S U R P R IS E  M AJOR .
B Y  C H A R L E S  W . R O B E R T S .

23456 O  H  I  F

34256 —
42356 -
42635 — x 
23645 —
62534 x
25634 —
63254 — —
32654 —
32465 — x
32546 — x
25346 —
53246 —
62345 — —
24365 —
43265 —
52364 —
23564 —
35264 —
35426 — x
54326 — .
43526 —
52456 — —
24536 —
45236 —
23456 — —

T h is  p e a l h a s  th e  6th  h er course-end e x te n t  r ig h t , an d  a ll th e  64 
ajid  65 course-ends.

G R A N D SIR E  C A T E R S . '
(C o n tin u ed  fro m  p r e v io u s ’ p a g e .) 

it is probable that these were not single-handed per
formances.

Meanwhile, in 1735 the Eastern Scholars had rung 
6,012 at Southwark, and in 1737 the Norwich Scholars 
exceeded the Painswick 12,006.

The grand old church of St. Peter Mancroft had 
already seen some historic performances. In 1715 the 
first complete peal ever rung (Bob Triples) was per
formed there; in 1718 the first 5,040 of Grandsire 
Triples; and in 1731 the first, peal of Stedman Triples. 
In 1736 the bells were augmented to ten, and in the fol
lowing year the famous 12,600 was rung. The follow
ing is a copy of the tablet:—

‘ On March 8th, 1737, was rung a peal of Grandsire 
Gators, which for excelency. of its ringers. Harmonious 
changes, and ye number of them, was certainly superior 
to anything of its kind ever done in the World ; and to 
Remove all doubt of the truth of the performance several 
ingenious Ringers were abroad the whole time with pro
per rules to prove the certainty of ye same. Thus was 
the great peal perfectly compleated to the' entire satis
faction, surprise and amazement of thousands of hearers 
in the space of 8 hrs. 15 mins. The number of changes 
were 12,600, rung by 9 men of the company then be
longing to the qompany. The tenor singly, by a young 
finger 8000, then a second ringer rung her to the end 
of the peal. The persons’ names and the bells they rung 
as follows V

Tho. Melchior, 1 ; W m . Pettingall, 2 ; John Gar
diner, 3 ; Tho. Barrett, 4 ; Robert Crane, 5 ; W m . 
Porter, 6 ; Tho. Blofield, 7 ; Edwd. Crane, 8 ; Christr. 
Booty, 9 ; James Jerrom, Robt. Liddamon, Tenor.’ 

There is no trace of the composition. Mr. C. E. 
Borrett says that the peal is referred to locally as the 

Hundred Courses.’ It certainly is the same length as 
one hundred plain courses, but there does not seem to 
be any way in which a composition of this length can 
be obtained in full courses by the use of ordinary bobs. 
Nevertheless, it was a fine performance, and well in 
keeping with the grand traditions of the Norwich 
ringers. • (To be continued.)

N O T I C E S .
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 / 6 .

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN  
MONDAY.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  

O f f i c e  o f  * T h e  R i n g i n g  W o r l d , ’  L o w e r  P y r f o r d  

R o a d , W o k i n g ,  S u r r e y .

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Meeting 
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, De
cember 27th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. All 
welcome.— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel” Avenue, W at
ford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— North-Eastern Division.—  
The annual district meeting will be held at St. Peter’s, 
Colchester, on Saturday, January 3rd. Handbells avail
able 2.30 p.m. Service in church at 4 p.m. Tea you 
must all bring with you, as at previous meetings. Will 
members plfease note that subscriptions for 1942 will be due 
at this meeting. May I appeal'to everyone, including our 
friends over the border in the Northern Division, to come 
and make this meeting a great success, and show the new 
Vicar of St. Peter’s that the North-Eastern Division is 
very much alive?— Leslie Wright, Lower Barn Farm, 
Dedhdm.

ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— Annual meeting 
will be held at the Tamworth Arms, Moor Street, Birm
ingham, on Saturday, January 3rd, commencing at 6.15 
p.m p ro m p t-T . H. Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton 
Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham, 11.

NORW ICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— A meet
ing will be held at St. Giles’ , Worwich, on Saturday, 
January 10th. Bells (sileu) 2.30. Service 3.45. Tea in 
St. Giles’ Parish Hall, Cojv Hill, 4^0 , followed by busi
ness meeting and handbells. lV,mbers for tea by January 
3rd, please.— A. G. G. Thurlow, C~n. Sec., 52, The Close, 
Norwich.

BATH AND W ELLS ASSOCIATION.__Axbridge
Deanery Branch.— A meeting will be held at Yatton on 
Saturday, Jan. 3rd, 1942. Bells with rin ;̂ng apparatus 
available 2.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Service 3 -j.m. Tea 
and business meeting 4 p.m. Names for tea v> Mr L
Pullin, High Street, Yatton, by Dec. 31st. __ £  j
Avery, Hon. Local Sec., Sandford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— Northern Division.— ^ ,e 
annual district meeting will be held at Bocking on Sat* 
urday, Jan. 10th, 1942. It is hoped all the members 
who are able will make a special effort to attend. Six 
‘ silent ’ bells available, also handbell ringing. Service 
and business meeting.— Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. Dis.
Sec. --------------

G R EETIN G S.
The compliments of the season to all ringing friends 

from all at Glyn Garth, Surfleet. “
Season's greetings to all brother bellringers from W . 

H. Fussell, Slough.

S W IN D O N .— O n T u e sd a y , D e ce m b e r 2n d, in  th e  v e s t r y  o f  C h r is t  
C h u rc h , a p la in  cou rse  o f  G ra n d sire  S e x tu p le s  on h a n d b e l ls : G . 
T o w n sen d  1-2, C . J .  G a r d in e r  3-4, W . B . K v n a s to n  5-6, J . S . R o b e rts  
7-8, M . C . C . M e lville  9-10. I . C . N . B e ll 11-12 , D . W . S . S m o u t 13-14. 
T h is  is  th e  f irs t  co u rse  o f  S e x tu p le s  r u n g  in  S w in d on , an d  e v e r y  r in g e r  
is  a re s id e n t in  th e  to w n .
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The Central Council Publications
T O  BE O B T A IN E D  P O ST  FREE  

fr o m  th e  
R ev. E. S . P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

•  d .
C O L L E C T I O N  O F  T R I P L E S  M E T H O D S  ......................................  1 O
R E P O R T  O F  C O N F E R E N C E  W I T H  8 .P .A . B ..................................  6
C A R D  O F  I N S T R U C T I O N S  I N  T H E  C A R E  A N D  U S E  O F

B E L L S  ............................................................................................................  1 J

M E T H O D  S H E E T S .— C a m b rid g e  S u rp rise  M a jo r  ..................... 2

D o u b le  N o rw ich  an d  C a m b rid g e  C o ^ rt 3
B r is to l S u rp rise  M a jo r .............................. 2

H I N T S  T O  I N S T R U C T O R S  A N D  B E G I N N E R S  ..................... 2

V A R I A T I O N  A N D  T R A N S P O S I T I O N  ............  ............................  1  O

C O L L E C T I O N  O F  D O U B L E S  A N D  M IN O R  M E T H O D S  (N ew
Edition) ................................................................................................... 2  O

T h e  Jasper S now don  .Series
R E V I S E D  P R I C E S .

' R O P E - S I G H T ,’ Is. lO d .; n in th  e d itio n ; 150 p a g e s ;  tr e a ts  P la in  B ob 
co m m en cin g  on th re e  bells .

‘ G R A N D S I R E ,' 2s. lO d .; second e d itio n ; 20+ p a g es, co m m en cin g  on 
fir e  b ells , co m p lete  w ith  th e  T h o m p so n  C h a rts , etc .

‘ S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S ,’ n in th  ed ition , 8s. lOd.

‘ S T E D M A N ,’ 2s. lO d. A n  e n tir e ly  n ew  book b y  J . A r m ig e r  T ro llop e .
C o n ta in s  fu ll  in stru ctio n s  fo r  r in g in g  an d  co n d u c tin g  th e  m eth od  

oo  5  to  1 1  b e lls , w ith  tou ches a n d  p eals, an d  p ro o f a n d  com position .

‘ T R E B L E  B O B ,’  Is . lO d .; second e d it io n ; w ith  a p p e n d ix ; 100 p ag es .

* S U R P R I S E  M E T H O D S ,’ 2s. lOd. A  book b y  th e  la te  R e v . C . D . P . 
D a v ie s , M .A ., F R A . S .  C o n ta in s  a  ta b u la te d  lis t  o f  p eals, 10 
d ia g ra m s, 126 p age* .

A l l  p o st fr e e , o j  r e c e ip t o f p o sta l o rd e r, fro m  

M i a s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N eW by B rid ge , U lv e rsto n , L a n cs

PU BLICATIONS.
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained, ’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7jd. each, 
6 s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.
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T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
b j  E . S . a n d  M . P O W E L L .

C ontaim ing fu ll and  co m p lete  in stru ctio n  fro m  th e  first h an d lin g  
o(  a  b e ll to  th e  r in g in g  and  co n d u c tin g  o f  p e a ls  o f  G r a a d s ir e , ' 
S te d m a n , P la in  B o b  a n d  K e n t  T re b le  B ob.

L a r g e  selectio n  o f  C om p osition s in c lu d ed .
Price:—  C o m p le te  ed ition , to  8 b ells , c lo th , 120pp., 2 / 9  
(•  copies fo r 1 5 / - ) ,  6 b ell ed ition  sew n , p a p e r  eovers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies fo r  6 / - ) .
O b tainable on ly  p o st fre e  fro m  R sv, E. S. POWELL, 

S tavertow  V tn s r s je , n ear D avan tfy .

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND MON STR ETCH IN G

Eat. 1 8 2 0  ■■ 1—L. Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raar y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  H ioresse, 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and send us y o u r  o ld  Bell R opes  

fo r  rep airs  w h ilst n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  BELL M U F F L E R S
j'wm mm,  i .  i . .  i . » „ ^ ^  .4

S u ita b le  fo r  P re s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G if t

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAHD g j & i  in Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 2iin, 8iim. 3iin. 4in. 4iin. 6in. fttfn 
P rice  1 8 /6  2 2 /8  28/6 3 3 /6  4 2 /-  62/6 6 7 /6  7 6 6

The bio,, size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  &  S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 6 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for BoQklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

P rinted for the Proprietor b y  the W oodbridge Press, L td ., G uild
ford, and Published by the Roll* House Publishing Co., Ltd., Bream s
Buildings, London, B.C.4. *


