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A FRIENDLY MEASURE.
The Guildford Diocesan Guild, at their annual meeting- 

on Saturday, clinched by resolution a reciprocal arrange
ment with the Surrey Association which, we think, 
creates an entirely new departure in the relationship be
tween territorial ringing associations. N early the whole 
of the diocese of Guildford lies within the county of 
Surrey, and while, in the days of the old W inchester 
Diocesan Guild, out o f which the Guildford Guild w as 
formed at the splitting up of the diocese, there w as a 
kind o f tacit understanding between the two societies as 
to their spheres o f influence, when the Guildford Guild 
came on the scene the position w as altered, particularly 
in regard to the towers at the north-eastern corner of the 
diocese, which up to that time had largely thrown in 
their lot with the county association. H appily, when 
the reorganisation took place twelve years ago, the com
ing of the Guildford Guild w as met by a  most cordial 
attitude on the part of the Surrey Association, and the 
good relationship then established has not only been 
maintained, but has improved as time has passed. It 
has been recognised that the two organisations can exist 
side by side without friction, and can serve the common 
purpose, although in part the operations overlap. The 
good feeling- has now been cemented by each society re
solving to invite a  representative of the other to serve 
upon its Executive Committee. Jt  is an example of how 
a  position, that m ight have involved clashing interests, 
can be turned to good account, by uniting the two 
societies in a  stronger bond of fellowship— a fellowship 
that has already shown itself in the frequent holding of 
joint m eetings and a personal intercourse between mem
bers that has been welcomed and appreciated on both 
sides.

There are not, of course, many societies in quite the 
sam e relative positions as the Surrey Association and the 
Guildford Diocesan Guild, but there is London and the 
suburban areas, w here, as we have said before, some
thing is long overdue to solve a state o f affairs which is 
leading nowhere, to put it mildly. Then there are areas 
in which localised societies are operating within the 
sphere of larger organisations. All have the sam e ob
jects in view  and all are intent upon im proving the status 
of ringers and ringing, but, while the membership of the 
com peting societies is drawn from the sam e personnel, 
there is little or nothing done to unify or co-ordinate the 
efforts of the societies. W e do not suggest that what 
has been done in Surrey is, in itself, the solution of any 
difficulties that m ay exist am ong organisations whose 
territories overlap, but the course, if adopted elsewhere, 

(Continued on page 194.)
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WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L ISH E D  1833).

C A T H E D R A L , CHURCH AND T O W E R  CLOCK M A N U FAC TU RE R S
M aK ers o f  m any o f  the largest an d  m ost im p orta n t C locK s 

in  the W orld .

1

C L O C K S  R E P A IR E D  A N D  D IA L S  R E S T O R E D .
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B a n k f i e l d  T e r r a c e ,  B u r l e y ,  L e e d s .

And a t  9 , Adelphi C h am b ers, S h ak esp eare  S t ., 
Ne w c a s tle -o n -T  yne, 

and 9 6 , C arver S tr e e t , M oorh ead , Sheffield.

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration, 
oct. H A L L  M ARKED GOLD . .  45/-
H A L L  M ARKED S IL V E R  . .  7/6
G IL T  OR W H ITE M ET A L . .  4/-
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STAGEY, engraver,
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting  
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it. 

   ■—  ---------------------
The System is fully explained in 

■METHOD SPLICING ,’ price 1 /3  (post free) 
from * The Ringing1 W orld ’ Office, 

LO W ER  PYRFORD ROAD, W OKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, W estminster Abbey, Im perial Insti
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick ’ s, 

Manchester, Durban and W orcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

might well be a stage towards even better understand
ings and more useful w ork in the future. And there will 
be every need for unity o f action when the time comes to 
re-establish the belfries on the pre-war footing. There 
will be no place for petty jealousies, or even of aloofness 
one from another if ringing is to return quickly to the 
position it occupied before the outbreak of w ar. Unity 
of effort as well as of purpose will be essential among all 
who have the interests of the E xercise at heart.

TEN BELL PEALS.
H IG H  W YCOM BE, BUCKS.

T H E  O X FO R D  DIOOESAN GU ILD.
( E a s t  B e r k s  a n d  S o d t h  B d c k s  B r a n c h . )

Oh Wednesday, A pril 17, 1940, in Three Hours and Forty Minutes,
A x  t h e  P a r i s h  C h d r c h  o f  A l l  S a i n t s ,

A PEAL O F STEO M A N  CATERS, S187 CHANG ES}
T en or 3 0 J cw t.

F r e d  H a y e s  .......................... Treble
M iss K a t h .  E. F l e t c h e r . . .  2 
M iss D o r o t h y  R . F l e t c h e r  3
R a l p h  C o l e s  ............................. 4
R o l a n d  B i g g s  .............................  g

C om posed  b y  J . H . F r e e b o r n .

W i l l i a m  H. P l u m r i d g e  . . .  6
R e v . R ,  F .  R .  R o d t h ...............  7
C a p t . J. H. F r e e b o r n  . . .  8
H a r r y  W in g r o v e  ..................  g
E d w a r d  C r o x f o r d   Tenot

C onducted  b y  F r e d  H a y e s .  
Rung in honour o f Gunner Plum ridge, o f H .M .S. Ajax, for some 

time a local probationer, son o f the ringer o f the 6tli, also to .cele
brate the Allied victories around the Norwegian coast.

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, ESSEX.
TH E ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, A pril 20, 1940, in Three Hours and Eight Minutes,
A t  t h e  P a r is h  C h u r c h , P r it t l e w e l l ,

A PEAL O F BOB R O Y A L, 5040 C HANG ES}
Tenor 18£ cwt. in E.

• B e r t r a m  C. H i n e s  Treble
E r ic  B .  H a r t l e y  ..................  2

• R d s s e l l  G .  S p e a r s   3
A l b e r t  E . N o r t h  ..................  4
J o h n  H .  S i t c h .............................  5

F r a n k  B . L u f k i n  . . .  
• E d w a r d  T. S i t c h  

R e g i n a l d  W . D a r v i l l  
H o r a c e  J. M a n s f i e l d  
R o b e r t  C. H e a z e l

• 9
.Tenor

C om posed  b y  G e o .  H a y w a r d .  C onducted b y  F r a n k  B . L u f k i n .
* First peal o f Royal. F iftieth  peal as conductor.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
BLAGDON, SOMERSET.

THE B A TH  A N D  W ELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, A pril 20, 1940, in Two Hours and Fifty-Three Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  A n d r e w ,
A PEAL O F G R A N D S IR E  T R IP L E S , 5040 CHANG ES} 

H o l t ’ s  O r i g i n a l .
G e o r g e  P o p n e l l   Treble
M is s  N o r a h  G. W i l l i a m s . . .  2 
M iss M a r g a r e t  P a c k  . . .  3 
A l b e r t  M .  T y l e r  . . .  . . .  4

T en or 19  cw t. 2 qr. 18  lb.
J . F r a n k  S m a l l w o o d .  
F r a n k  S k i d m o r e . . .  
J o s e p h  T . D y k e  . . .  
D o n a l d  G. C l i f t . . .

. . .  3

... 6 

. . .  7 
...Tenor

C onducted b y  D o n a l d  G . C l i f t .

LEW ISH AM , KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. 

On Saturday, A pril 20, 1940, in Three Hours and Nine Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r y ,

A PEAL O F G R A N D S IR E  T R IP L E S , 5040 C H A N G ES;
H o l t ’ s  O r i g i n a l .

H a r r y  W a r n e t t ,  s e n .  ...Treble
C h a r l e s  H. W a l k e r   2
T h o s .  G r o o m b r i d g e .  s e n . . . .  3
H a r r y  W a r n e t t , ju n .  . . .  4

T en or  2 2 !  cwt,
G e o r g e  A .  P a r s o n s   5
E r n e s t  C. S. T u r n e r  . . .  6
E d m u n d  M o u n t e r  ..................  7
J a m e s  B e n n e t t  .......................... Tenor

C o n d u c t e d  b y  H a r r y  W a r n h t t . s e n ,

SIB LE  H EDIN GH AM , ESSEX.
TH E ESSEX ASSOCIATION. 

On Saturday, A pril 20, 1940, in Three Hours and S ix Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF C A M B R ID G E S U R P R IS E  MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES)

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

M i d d l e t o n ’ s .
B e r t  C .  C o c k  .......................... Treble
C l a u d e  S n o w d e n  ..................  2
B e r n a r d  W .  P e i t i t t  . . .  3 
H i l d a  G , S n o w d e n  ..................  4

T e n o r  18 ^ cw t.
C h r i s . W .  W o o l l e y ...............  5
R o n a l d  S u c k l in g  ..................  6
L e w i s  W .  W i f f b n  ..................  7
H .  W a l t e r  S m i t h   Tenor

C onducted by L e w i s  W .  W i f f b n .
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HANiDSW ORTII, SH EFFIELD.
TH E Y O R K SH IR E  ASSOCIATION 

AN D SH EFFIELD AND D ISTRIC T SOCIETY.
On Saturday, A pril 20, 1940, in Two Hours and Fifty-One Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t .  M a r v ,
A PEAL O F K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB M AJOR, 5024 C H A N G ES; 

Tenor 12 cwt.
J o h n  H. B r o t h w e l l  . . .
F . B e r n a r d  D i t c h e r  . . .
J o h n  T h o r p e  ...............
E r n e s t  T h o r p e ...............

C o n d u c t e d  b y  J o h n  F l i n t .

• 5 
. 6
• 7 
.Tenor

J o h n  F l i n t ..................................... Treble
T o m  B r o t h w b l l  . . .  . . .  2

• J a ck  G . B r o t h w e l l ...............  3
J o h n  E . T d r l e y  ..................  4

C om posed by  A . C r a v e n .

*  First peal in the method.
D RAYCO TT, STAFFORDSH IRE.

THE NORTH  STAFFO RD SH IRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, A pril 20, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty-N ine Minutes', 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t .  M a r g a r e t ,
A PEAL O F G R A N O S IR E  T R IP L E S , 5040 C H A N G E S;

T e n o r  14 c w t .
...Treble J o h n  C a r t l e d g e  .................  5
. . .  2 A l f r e d  G e o r g e  B a s s  . . .  6
. . .  3 J C h a r l e s  H . P a g e  ..................  7
. . .  4 F r e d e r i c k  S h e l l e y ..................Tenor

C o n d u c t e d  by  C h a r l e s  H . P a g e .
~ 50th peal, f  150th peal. First peal on the bells since the two 

trebles were added by Messrs. John Taylor and Co. Rung as a fare
well peal to W illiam Perkins before leaving to join the Royal Air 
Force.

H o l t ’s  T e n - p a r t .  
" A l a n  D. S t e e l  . . .  .

E d w a r d  S t e e l e  
W i l l i a m  P e r k in s  . 
W i l l i a m  C a r n w e l l .

SIX BELL PEALS.
B R IG H T  W ELL, BERKSH IRE.

TH E  O X FO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Friday, March 29, 1940, in Two Hours and Fifty-One Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t .  A g a t h a ,
A PEAL O F G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S , 5040 C H A N G ES; 
Being 10 six-scores, eight 360’s (L indoff’s) and four 240’s. 

Tenor 11 cwt.
J G o d f r e y  H . L k w i n q t o n . .  
JC. J o h n  C a s t e l l  . . .  . .  

F r e d e r i c k  B r o o k e r  . . .  . .

4
... 5
...Tenor

t First

* M i c h a e l  A. G i r l i n g  ...Treble
J F r a n k  C . C a s t e l l ..........  2

O l i v e r  G. B a r n a r d .......... 3
C onducted by  O l i v e r  G . B a r n a r d .

* First peal and first attem pt, j' F irst peal in the method 
peal away from  tenor.

CROFT, LEICESTERSH IRE.
THE M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, April 13, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty  Minutes,
A t  t h e  P a r i s h  C h u r c h .

A PEAL OF BOB M IN O R , 5040 C H A N G E S;
T enor 6f  cwt.

F r h d e r i c k  W a t s o n   Treble I F r a n k  T . L o n g  .........................  4
G e o r g e  A . C h a r l t o n  . . .  2 W i l l i a m  A . W o o d  ...............  5
F r a n k  B a i l e s s  ............................. 3 I J o h n  H . B a i l e s s ......................... Tenor

C onducted by J o h n  H . B a i l e s s .
First peal as conductor. Rung as a farewell to Dr. Cyril Bardsley, 

the retiring Bishop of Leicester.
NEW TON, PO RTH CAW L, GLAM ORGANSH IRE.

THE LLAN D AFF A N D  M ONM OUTH DIOOESAN ASSOCIATION 
On Monday, April 15, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty-E ight Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . J o h n - t h e - B a p t i e t ,
A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S , 5040 C H A N G ES; 

Being 42 extents, with 10 callings. Tenor 8J ewt.
W i l l i a m  S d r m a n  
A l f r e d  H a n n i n g t o n . . .  
E r n e s t  S t i t c h  . . .  . . .

.Treble T r e v o r  M .  R o d e r i c k ............  4

.  2 A l f r e d  E .  W i l l i a m s ............  5
  3 A l b e r t  E .  B a c o n   Tenor
C onducted b y  E ,  S t i t c h .

Rung lialf-muffled as a memorial to the Rev. Daniel Fisher, late 
Vicar o f St. Paul’ s Church, Grangetown, Cardiff, and James E.
Partridge, a ringer at this tower, who were laid to rest in the church
yard earlier in the day, and to John Elias, a churchwarden for many 
years, who died on the previous day.

PULBOROUGH , SUSSEX.— On Sunday morning, April 21st, for 
Princess Elizabeth’ s birthday, a quarter-peal o f Grandsire T rip les : 
W . H . Curtis 1, S . Greenfield 2, L. Atfield 3, A. V . Corden 4, E. 
Treagus 5, A. Holden 6, L . Stilwell (conductor) 7, H . J. Doick 8 .

SOM ERLEYTON, SUFFOLK.
TH E  N O R W IC H  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Saturday, A pril 20, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty-E ight Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A PEAL O F M IN O R , 5040 C H A N G ES;
Being three 720’ s o f Plain Bob, two o f Kent and two of Oxford Treble 
Bob. Tenor 9J cwt.

J G e o r g e  T . B d s s e y  
G o d f r e y  G . W a l p o l e  
D o n a l d  A . L o n g

. . .  4

... 5
...Tenor

• E r n e s t  A. L o n g  ' ...............Treble
W i l l i a m  R .  B a r b e r  . . .  2
S t a n l e y  F e n n ..........................  3

C onducted by  G o d f r e y  G . W a l p o l e .
*  First peal of Minor, t  F irst peal and first attempt.

SAPCOTE, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, A pril 20, 1940, in Two Hours and Forty-One Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  A l l  S a i n t s ,

A PEAL O F M IN O R , 5040 CH A N G ES;
Being two extents each o f Oxford and Kent Treble Bob and three 
extents o f Bob Minor. Tenor 10 cwt.
A l f r e d  B a l l a r d ..........................Treble
J o h n  H . B a i l e s s  ...............  2
C e c i l  E .  C a r r  ............................. 3

F r a n c i s  R . D e a c o n  ...............  4
W i l l i a m  A. W o o d  ...............  3
G e o r g e  A. N e w t o n  Tenor

C onducted by  G . A. N e w t o n .
Rung on the occasion of the wedding of Mr. F. Roe and Miss N. 

Marshall.
W EST W ICK H AM , KENT.

TH E KEN T COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, A pril 20, 1940, in Three Hours,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J o h n -t h e - B a p t i s t ,

A PEAL O F T R E B L E  BOB M IN O R , 5040 CHANG ES; 
Being three 720’s o f Oxford and four o f Kent. Tenor 13 cwt.
M iss H . O a k s h e t t   Treble
H d g h  M a c k i n d e r  ..................  2
M a x w e l l  F . O a k s h e t t  . . .  3

• D o d g l a s  G . B r o w n   4
G e o r g e  W .  F o g d e n   5
A r t h d r  S. R i c h a b d s  ...Tenor

C onducted  b y  A. S. R i c h a r d s .

* First peal o f Minor. First peal on the bells since tbe addition 
o f a treble in June last,

BRO M YA RD , H EREFORDSH IRE.
T H E  H EREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, A pril 20, 1940, in Two Hours and Fifty-N ine M inutes, 
A t  t h e  P a r i s h  C h u r c h ,

A PEAL O F G R A N D S IR E  D O U B LE S , 5040 C H A N G E S; 
Being 42 six-scores with 10 callings. Tenor 16 cwt.
• G e o r g e  C o r b e t t   Treble
• G e o r g e  R o s s  .............................  2

J o h n  H . T h o m a s  ..................  3

A l f r e d  S. T o m k i n s ...............  4
• T h o m a s  C o o p e r  ..................  5

F r e d e r i c k  M e r r i c k ................Tenor
C onducted b y  J. H . T h o m a s .

*  First peal. First peal as conductor. Rung as a farewell peal to 
Preb. W . N1 Potter, who is taking up duties as V icar o f Kington.

HANDBELL PEAL.
H EVIN GH AM , NORFOLK.

TH E N O R W ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, A pril 15, 1940, in One H our and Fifty-Eight Minutes,

A t  t h k  R e s i d e n c e  o f  W . C . M e d l e r ,

A PEAL OF SPLICED OXFORD AND KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR, 
5040 CHANCES ;

Comprising seven extents.
J a c k  N . A. P d m p h r b y   1 - 2  | W a l t e r  C. M e d l b r    3 - 4

E r i c  D d r r a n t  ............................... 5-6
C onducted by J. N . A . P u m f r e y .

First peal as conductor. First ‘ spliced ’ handbell peal by all and 
for the association.

B A R N S L E Y  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y .
The April m eeting was held at Shelley on the 13th, when members 

were present from  Cawthorne, Felkirk, Friezland, Holmfirth, H oy
landswaine, Kirkburton, Meltham, W ath and the local company.

A t the business meeting, at which the V icar (the Rev. J. J. Broad- 
hurst) presided, one new member, Mr. E. Pammenter, o f Rawmarsh, 
was elected, and it was decided to hold the annual shield contest in 
July as usual.

Further ringing followed until 8.15 p.m . in a variety o f Plain and 
Treble Bob M inor methods.

The next meeting will be held at Sandal on Saturday, May 11th.
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MORE ABOUT PROOF.
F A L S E N E S S  IN  O D D -B E L L  M E T H O D S .

In unsymmetrical methods, the rows in the second half 
of a lead, go ing backw ards, are not produced in the same 
manner as are the rows in the first half, going 
forw ards, and therefore, unless there is some 
additional safeguard , internal repetition is not 
only possible but extrem ely likely.

Here are the figures of Double Eastern Bob 
M ajor, the method to which we referred some 
weeks ago. I f  we prick out a  lead beginning 
with 17685432, we shall find that the third row 
is 78165432, which is the sam e as the four
teenth row in this lead. W e thus have internal 
repetition, although the lead heads and ends 
are different. In proving this method we 
must, therefore, look to see if there are any 
additional safeguards.

Actually, there are, and so we m ay be rea
sonably sure, though the figures are lost, that 
the peal rung by the Society of Eastern 
Scholars in 17 5 2  at St. M argaret’s, W est
minster, w as true.

The method is produced by backstroke w ork only. 
That is to say, all the internal places are made at hand 
and back, and are substitutes for the hand and back lead
ing and lying. The regular succession of the nature of 
the rows is, therefore, not broken. Tw o even rows are 
followed by two odd rows throughout the peal, and as a 
result the rows in the second half leads, with the treble in 
any position, are of the opposite nature to the rows in the 
first half leads with the treble in the sam e position. So 
long, therefore, as no singles are used, internal falseness 
which- does not show at the lead ends is impossible, and 
composition and proof by natural course ends can be used 
as freely as in symmetrical methods.

Further, the lead, which in the above example is false 
against the plain course, can only occur if the tenors are 
reversed, and that, of course, would seldom or never 
happen.

This g ives us another safeguard, which, in Treble Bob 
methods, is of the utmost value (as we shall see la te r). 
So long as 1 ,  7  and 8 do not fall twice into the same rela
tive positions within the plain course, no internal false
ness is possible, even when singles are used. And when 
those three bells do fall twice into the sam e relative posi
tion, if one row is even and the other odd, no internal 
repetition need be feared when bobs alone are used.

Seven, nine and eleven bell methods on the Plain Prin
ciple are usually rung with two hunts, or, as we say in 
the belfry, with a  treble and a bell-in-the-hunt. F o r some 
reason or other these methods, apart from Grandsire, 
have never been very popular with ringers, though some 
of them are quite excellent and interesting to ring. It 
may be that they are much more difficult to call than the 
ordinary M ajor methods.

L ike the plain methods on even numbers of bells, these 
are sym m etrical; but there is an important difference. 
The axis of symmetry is not between the two blows of the 
treble’s whole pulls before and behind, but between the 
whole pulls of the treble and the bell-in-the-hunt. Rounds 
is the end of one lead and 2135476  is the beginning of the 
next.

12345678
21436587
24135678
42316587
24361857
42638175
46283715
64827351
68472531
86745213
68475123
86741532
87614523
78165432
71856342
17583624
17856342

Since the leads are sym m etrical about the treble and 
the bell-in-the-hunt, and not about the treble only, it fol
lows that the symmetry is a safeguard against internal 
falseness only so long as the two hunts are not disturbed. 
But that, in practice, never happens, and in composition 
these methqds must be treated as if they were unsym
metrical.

In Triples methods of this sort, since the regular suc
cession of the rows is one even and one odd (all the hand- 
strokes being odd and all the backstrokes being even), 
the rows with the treble in any one position going up are 
of opposite nature to the rows with the treble in the same 
position go ing down, and no internal repetition, which 
does not show at a  lead end, need be feared so long as 
we do not use singles which alter the regular succession 
(odd and even) of the rows. That is the reason why in 
methods like O xford Bob Triples, Court Bob Triples and 
the like, in-course singles such as are usually associated 
with the name of John Holt must alw ays be used.

But Grandsire is one of this group, and there, as every
one knows, we can use ordinary singles without internal 
falseness. So we can in Union Triples, which, as usually 
given, does not pretend to be sym m etrical in any w ay. 
W hat is the explanation ?

It is this. Though the P  block of Grandsire is sym
metrical about the two hunts, this symmetry avails 
nothing to avoid internal falseness. In that respect the 
method is no better off than Union. But in both of them 
the B block (the three leads produced by three consecu
tive bobs) is symmetrical about the treble, and when 
ordinary singles are used this B  block is really the true 
unit of the composition.

One school of composers used to say  very hard things 
about Union as an unsym metrical method and one with 
irregular lead ends. I f  the B  block be taken as the plain 
course, the method is neither unsymmetrical nor are the 
lead ends irregular. It  is true that it is a  plain course 
which consists of only three leads, and in which the w ork
ing bells do not all do the same w ork, but since in it the 
whole hunt and the half hunt fall into all their possible 
relative positions, it is a perfect plain course for the pur
poses of composition. John Garthon, Benjamin Annable 
and some of the other old composers knew that.

On nine bells the few methods that are rung are ‘ pure ’ 
Caters methods, and there is not much object in ringing 
any others. The row s are continuously of the same 
nature unless and until a single is made. It follows that 
the rows with, the treble' in any position going up are of 
the sam e nature as are those with the treble in the same 
position going down. The nature of the rows gives us 
here no safeguard against internal falseness, nor does the 
symmetry of the method which is about the two hunts.

All we have to depend upon in th e'case of methods like 
Double Norwich Caters is the fact that the three big bells 
are usually fixed in one position— tittums or handstroke 
— and so long as they are undisturbed they do not fall 
within a  course twice into the same positions relative to 
the treble.

So far any liability to internal falseness is avoided. But 
the changes by which' these bells are brought in and out 
of one of the fixed positions are very precarious and must 
be carefully tested. And it is a lw ays necessary to com
pare the courses in the tittums with those in the handstroke 
or other positions. Pure C ater methods require very

(Continued on next page.)
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WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH GUILD.
PORTSM OUTH D ISTR ICT.

A very successful m eeting o f this district was held at Fareham on 
Saturday last and was attended by over thirty members and visitors 
from Alverstoke, Alresford, Bishop’s W altham , Fareham, North 
Stoneham, Portsm outh (Cathedral and St. M ary’s), Titchfield, Sober- 
ton, W ickham  and Lewisham.

Ringing took place during the afternoon, and evensong was attended 
at which the Guild service was conducted by the V icar o f Fareham 
(the Rev. B. C. Daniell), who also addressed the members. T ea was 
served at the Rosem ary Cafe, and the business m eeting held after
wards, presided over by  the V icar, supported by the Master (Mr. G. 
Williams), general secretary (Mr. F. W . Rogers) and district secre
tary (Mr. F. W . Burnett).

The Very Rev. E. N . Porter-Goff, P rovost o f Portsm outh, and the 
Vicar o f FareJiam were elected honorary members, and also some 
new ringing members.

It  was decided to hold the next meeting a t Cathcrington on July 
13th and a practice m eeting at Curdridge on M ay 25th.

Votes o f thanks were accorded the V icar for the use o f the bells 
and for being with them at the tea and meeting. In reply, he said 
it was the first tim e he_ had been connected with bells and ringers, 
and he was pleased at his introduction.

Ringing during the day consisted of Grandsire. and Stedman Triples, 
Plain Bob, Double Norwich, Cambridge, London and Bristol Surprise 
Major. Three young boys from  Titchfield, pulpils o f Mr. L. H . Page, 
with another m ember rang two courses o f Stedman Triples double- 
handed.

PROOF OF ODD BELL METHODS.
(Continued from  previous page.) 

careful and thorough proving. B ut the whole of that part 
of the composition which is out of course is absolutely 
free from falseness with that part which is in course.

W ith the exception of Grandsire and its now obsolete 
variations, Reverse and Double Grandsire, no eleven-bell 
methods on the Plain Principle have ever been practised, 
nor does it seem very likely that any ever will be prac
tised. The general proof of them is the sam e as that of 
Triples methods, but the increased number of fixed b ig 
bells renders internal falseness very unlikely and in any 
case easily avoidable.

RINGING JUBILEES CELEBRATED AT LEWISHAM.
SERVED U N DER S IX  VICARS.

The peoJ of Grandsire Triples rung at Lewisham on Saturday last 
and recorded elsewhere was specially arranged to commemorate 50 
years’ service at that belfry and church by Messrs. H arry W arnett, 
sen., and Charles H . W alker.

For two men to be regular service ringers a t  one tower for 50 years 
is not by any means a record, but when one has held the offico of 
towerkeeper and captain o f the local band for 43 years and the other 
secretary for  about a quarter of a century, it  is somothing which both 
may justly look back upon with pride.

Mr. W alker, while carrying out the duties o f secretary in a  most 
diligent and efficient manner, has never aspired to conducting beyond 
calling one quarter-peal, being content to leave it in the capable hands 
of his old friend, and although Mr. W arnott lias held the reins at 
St. M ary’s for 43 years, any visiting ringer who is able to do so is 
almost invariably invited to call a touch.

During 50 years Messrs. W arnett and W alker have served under 
six vicars and numerous curates, and during that time 110 hitch has 
ever occurred between the belfry and the east end o f the church.

Mr. W arnett, who reached the age o f 77 on March 13th last, called 
the Original in last Saturday’s peal, a fa ir test o f memory for a mall, 
seven years over the allotted span. Included in the baiid were Mr; 
W arnett’ s son, Harry, who has been a ringer a t Lewisham for  38 
years, and Mr. Tom Groombridge, sen., o f  Chisleliurst, with 49 years' 
ringing to his credit, and still going strong in spite o f a  recent severe 
accident.

In addition to his son, one o f Mr. W arnett’s grandsons (Richard 
Barley) belongs to the band at St. M ary’s, but he is not yet quite up 
to peal ringing standard.

CHELMSFORD RINGER’S DEATH.
The death occurred recently o f Mr. .Tolni W ood, for many years a 

member o f the Chelmsford Cathedral band. The deceased . was well 
known in central Essex, where he rang many peals varying from 
Minor to Stedman Cinques.

H e was born at Great W altham , where he began his ringing career, 
subsequently moving to Boreham and afterwards to Chelmsford, some 
25 years ago.

The interment took place at tile Borough Cemetery at Chelmsford, 
when a course o f Bob M ajor was rung 011 handbells over the grave. 
Ringers present included Messrs. G. Green, H . Edwards, A. H. 
Everett, L. J . Clark and H . W arn.
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MEABS & A.D. 1 6 7 0
(1 2 th year

STAINBANK.
IB e l l f o u n d e r s  &  
B e l l h a n g e r s ,

32 &  34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

Telephone B ish o p sg a te  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
48 awt. 0 qr. 5 lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for 

R ecasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E L L S
in sets of any number.

B E L L  R O P E S M U F F L E S  &o.

B E L F R Y  G O S SIP .
Ringers are requested to study the notice columns carefully, as 

rationing restrictions and other unlooked for changes have made 
alterations necessary in previously announced arrangements.

Gunner Plum ridge, o f High W ycom be, whose father is a member 
of the H igh W ycom be band, and who was himself a probationer at 
the tower, was one o f the crew o f H .M .S. A jax when that ship 
took part in the defeat o f the G raf Spee. A  peal in his honour 
was rung at H igh W ycom be on April 17tli.

W hen a peal o f Bob Minor was rung at Croft, Leicestershire, on 
April 13tli, as a farewell to the retiring Bishop o f Leicester, Mr. 
J. H . Bailess, who rang his first peal as conductor, ‘ completed the 
circle ’ at this tower.

A t St. .John’s Hospital Chapel, W inchester, on Sunday, April 14th, 
a fter a short service, Mr. and Miss Noice gave,selections 011 handbells. 
In liis address the chaplain thanked Mr. and Miss Noice.

On Saturday, April 20th, the first peal on the bells since the addi
tion of a treble in June last was rung at W est W ickham , Kent. The 
local band bad hoped to ring it  by themselves, and were making good 
progress in several M inor methods when the war broke out and 
separated tbe band. As m ore o f the remaining ringers will shortly be 
called to assist in the Allied war effort, it  was considered advisable 
to attem pt the peal at tbe  first opportunity, and they are grateful 
for the assistance o f two ringers from  Hayes and one from  Penge, 
wicli whom a good peal was scored at the first attempt.

James R. H aworth was born on April 21st, 1821, and James Pettit 
on April 25th, 1834. Both were very prom inent members o f the 
Ancient Society of College Youths and both lived to a great age. 
Haworth was reputed to have control for m any years o f almost all 
the ‘ scroof ’ ringing in London. P ettit was the conductor at St. 
Paul’s and called the first peal on the bells.

The anniversaries o f three of the longest peals rung by the College 
Youths fall within this week. On April 22nd, 1922, they rang 21,363 
changes o f Sfcedman Caters at A ppleton; on April 27th, 1861, they 
rang 8,550 changes o f Stedman Cinques at St. M ichael’ s, Cornhili, 
and on April 27th, 1868, they rang 15,840 changes of K ent Treble Bob 
M ajor a t Betlm al Green.

The peal of Grandsire Triples at Blagdon was rung as a birthday 
compliment to Miss M argery Smallwood, and to Messrs. George 
Popnell, R obert G. Knowles and W illiam  Short. The conductor called 
the Original for the first time eleven years ago when he was 17 years 
old, and he has now called it  from  every bell.

Several other peals were rung on Saturday, but, we are informed, 
not one o f them for Adolf H itler’ s birthday.

LADIES IN TH E BELFRY.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— In ‘ The R inging W orld  ’ o f  April 12th I  notice that 
reference is made to the falling membership resulting from  compul
sory m ilitary service. In the same issue is a report o f the jubilee 
meeting of the Bath and W ells Diocesan Association, held at Taunton 
on Easter M onday, at which m eeting an earnest appeal was made 
for more ringers.

A t this same meeting, two members voiced their disagreement with 
the suggestion that ladies should be encouraged to take up the 
Exercise. I t  was stated that the introduction of lady ringers in the 
past had resulted in a falling-out o f many men ringers. Apparently 
the remainder o f the meeting agreed with these remarks, as no one 
is reported to have answered them.

I can only say that the Exercise is far better off without this type 
o f ringer; the man who would rather give up ringing altogether 
than see a  lady in the belfry would be very unpopular in this part 
of Somerset. I t  does not require anyone o f great intelligence to see 
for himself the difficulty many towers have in getting people to take 
interest iu the bells, this trouble having been very apparent for many 
years.

Let me say that the three or four ladies I  have m et in m y cam- 
panological rambles were able to handle a bell as well as any man, 
and in a variety o f methods at that. T o confirm this, one has only 
to look up the weekly peal reports in 1 The Ringing W orld .’

W ould it  be considered unfaithful to the Bath and W ells Associa
tion if I, one o f its newest members, were to say that I  am heartily 
ashamed o f those at our annual m eeting who said that ‘ lady ringers 
were not wanted ’ ? W . E. CHALLICE.

W atchet, Somerset.

RINGER ELECTED C H U R CH W ARD EN .
A t St. Peter’ s Church, Barton, for evening service on March 31st, a 

quarter-peal o f Grandsire T rip le s : S. W ood  1, J. Goddard 2, W . 
Goddard 3, J. Atkinson 4, H . Eastoe 5, J. Chapman 6, A. W . Hoodless 
(conductor) 7, E. Green 8. R ung as a  compliment to Dr. Percy 
Birfcwbistle, an honorary member o f the Lincoln Diocesan Guild, on 
his being re-elected churchwarden for the 33rd year in succession, 
also to Mr. H. Eastoe, ringer o f the 5th, on his election as church
warden. The quarter-peal was also a birthday compliment to the 
2nd ringer on attaining his 20th birthday. _

On Sunday, April 14th, for evening service, a quarter-peal o f Bob 
M ajor : S. W ood 1, J. Goddard 2, W . Goddard 3, J. Atkinson 4, H. 
Eastoe 5, 0 . Duddy 6, J. Chapman 7, A. W . Hoodless (conductor) 8 .
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GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
IN T E R E S T IN G  A R R A N G E M E N T  W IT H  

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
Difficulties in Chertsey District.

Judging by the attendance a't the annual meeting o f the Guildford 
Diocesan Guild at Ayers’ Hall, Guildford, 011 Saturday, the Exercise 
is able to carry on despite war troubles. Only from  one district, 
Chertsey, were serious difficulties manifest. Mr. J. S. Goldsmith pre
sided, supported by Mr. J. Corbett (Bagshot), hon. treasurer, and 
Mr. G. L. Grover (East Clandon), hon. secretary.

The hon. treasurer’s statem ent showed receipts amounting to 
£39 9s. 8d., including £10 10s. from  affiliation fees and £23 7s. 9d. in 
contributions from  the districts. The expenditure amounted to 
£29 7s. 7d., leaving a balance in hand o f £39 18s. 2d.— an increase 
of £10 2s. Id. on the year. The Benevolent Fund has a balance of 
£65 13s. 4d. and the New Cathedral Bells Fund amounts to £35 10s. 6d.

The hon. treasurer said the Guild’ s balance had increased to £10, 
due partly to the fa ct that their delegates had not sent in any 
expenses for attending the Central Council m eeting. T he Cathe
dral Bells Fund had increased by £14, and this included an anonymous 
donation of £5 received through Mr. H eath (S. N icolas’ , Guildford). 
The meeting approved of the balance on the Cathedral Bell Fund 
being invested in National Savings Certificates.

In their annual report, the comm ittee stated that there were 122 
honorary and 381 ringing members. The tota l number o f subscribing 
members was higher than last year, but this was due to the increase 
of honorary members, largely through the efforts o f Mr. W . James, 
o f Cobliam, and Mr. C. M. Martin, o f Bramley. The number of 
ringing members, however, showed a falling off o f 24, 16 o f this num
ber being in the Chertsey District. 'Since the form ation of the Guild 
the Chertsey District had been a source o f constant anxiety to the 
officers, and there had been years when the number o f subscribing 
members had fallen lower than the present total. This year, how
ever, the seriousness of the position was m ade more apparent by the 
fact that, after meeting its obligations to the Central Fund, the
district was le ft without a  working balance, and unless there was
some really strong and immediate revival o f interest, the district 
could not possibly continue in a solvent state.

‘ A  review o f the history o f the Chertsey D istrict,’ continued the 
report, ‘ seems to indicate that its handicap has always been that 
there has not existed consistently within its area a tower which has 
taken the lead in its activities, and which, by the accomplishments 
and enthusiasm of its members, has been acknowledged as the centre 
of the district’s life. Fortunately, in each o f the other districts there 
has always been one, i f  not more, o f such centres. Although the
committee has in mind that the bells at the main tower o f the Chert
sey District are unringable and that the Hersham band, probably the 
most proficient practising band within the area, lias, as a band, 
seceded from  the Guild and realises that the form ation o f a  centre 
of enthusiasm in the Chertsey area is at the m oment none too easy 
a task, the members feel that there are sufficient enthusiastic and 
efficient ringers in the area to make a strong effort in this direction. 

COM MITTEE’S APPEAL.
‘ Quite a number o f proficient ringers living in the district are at 

the moment, from  one cause or another, not attached Jp an active 
service band, and the committee appeals to all these ringers to unite 
together in an effort to create a centre around which the life o f the 
district can revolve.

‘ The comm ittee is strongly o f opinion that any attem pt to vitalise 
the district must emanate from  within, and unless some drastic and 
prompt steps are taken the Guild may be le ft w ith no alternative 
but to liquidate the district and either transfer the towers to other 
areas or leave the few enthusiasts to continue as unattached members 
of the Guild.’

The report stated that the Benevolent and Cathedral Bells Funds 
continued to grow steadily, but did not receive the unanimous sup
port o f the whole Guild, and a further appeal to the rest o f the 
towers was made.

Referring to the _ depletion of the number o f ringers through the 
war, the report said that those members who were le ft  in civilian 
occupations would need to apply every possible ounce o f their energy 
and every possible minute o f their spare tim e to the task of ensuring 
that a real live organisation is kept in being to form  the foundation 
from  which a fresh start may be made after the war.

D istrict meetings, said the report, had disclosed the strong feeling 
that members o f H.M . Forces should retain the privileges o f member
ship without having to pay a subscription, but the committee, being 
charged with the efficient and solvent working o f the Guild, had to 
point out that this waiving o f subscriptions would be a t  the expense 
of the general funds o f the Guild, and fe lt  sure that members at 
many towers would wish to be associated with the expression of 
gratitude m ore directly than through this channel, and that they 
would, out o f their own pockets, make good to the general fund the 
subscriptions o f members o f their own luand which would otherwise 
be remitted.

Twenty-four peals were rung during the year, one o f which was 
on handbells. The tower bell peals were rung in 14 towers in the 
diocese and two outside. Nine members (a pleasing increase from 
last year) secured a first peal and one his first as conductor.

I 11 welcoming many new honorary members and thanking the older 
ones for  their continued support, the committee ventured to say that 
in these difficult times honorary members, incumbents and church 
officials generally would, in many instances, have to be content, either 
with less frequent service ringing or ringing o f perhaps a lower 
standard a t their churches than that to which they have been accus
tomed, and the committee hoped that all supporters of .,ihe Guild 
would appreciate the difficulties which faced local bands, and thaty 
in spite o f any disappointments, they would continue to support' their 
ringers and this organisation, and help to ensure that with the return 
o f less unsettled times there would still be in the Guildford ,Diocese, 
a live ringing organisation ready and equipped to commence th e  task, 
o f refilling the gaps which the committee feared must inevitably 
appear.
RECIPROCAL ARRANGEM ENT W IT H  SU R R EY  ASSOCIATION., 

Presenting the annual report, the Chairman said they -had  been 1 
fortunate in getting a larger number o f honorary members*—particu
larly through Mr. James (Cobham) and Mr. M artin (Bramley); Ringing 
members had, however, dropped from  405 to 387. H e impressed upoii 
all towers the im portance of recruiting new members. Deploring the 
position in the Chertsey District, the Chairman invited suggestions fo r - 
the im provement of the district, which, he said, had reached an 
unfortunate position. W ith regard to the reciprocal arrangements 
with the Surrey Association in order to further friendly relations, the; 
Surrey Association had already adopted a resolution that a repre
sentative o f its Guild should sit 011 their Executive Committee.

In reply to Mr. F. C. Hagiey, Mr. F. E. Hawthorne said they, had 
not many towers in the Chertsey District where they could practise., 
W ithin the last fortnight he had been approached by the Y icar of 
Thames D itton to arrange for  the training o f nine learners.

The report and accounts were adopted.
The following officers were elected : President, Bishop o f G uildford; 

vice-presidents, Mr. W . Harrison, Bishop Golding-Bird, Archdeacon, 
Newill and Mr. J. S. Goldsmith; Master, M ajor J. H. B. Hesse; hon. 
treasurer, Mr. J. C orbett; hon. secretary, Mr. G. L . G rover; hon. 
auditor, Mr. R . Hasted.

The following new members were elected : Mr. and Mrs. M ..‘Hodgson 
and Mr. A. J. House (Aldershot), Mr. Y . IJ. Smith (Godahnipg) andi 
T. M. W hite (Guildford Cathedral). ,, ....

On the proposition o f Mr. C. Ernest Smith, a reciprocal.: resolution; 
similar to that proposed by the Surrey Association whereby a repre
sentative o f that association sits 011 the Executive o f the Guild wfts 
carried. Mr. A. Harm an was appointed the Guildls representative 
on the Surrey Association.

NO SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM  SERVIN G MEMBHftS. ’
There was a considerable discussion on a resolution exempting mem

bers from  subscriptions while serving in His M ajesties Forces:. 
Eventually the meeting agreed to the following resolution submitted 
by Mr. G. L . Grover :—

‘ As a token o f appreciation o f the services to the country o f fneni- 
bers o f this Guild and other ringers who are serving or who from  
time to time serve with H .M . Forces, it  is resolved that no Subscrip
tion shall be demanded from : (1) A m ember who at the dhte o f this 
meeting is an annual subscribing ringing m em ber; (2 ) a ‘ ringing’ 
member elected at or a fter this meeting and whose usual home address 
is within the diocese; (3) a ringing member elected at or after this 
meeting whose usual home address is outside the diocese ’and who 
pays a first annual subscription during such time as any such member 
is serving with H .M . Forces. Notwithstanding anything to the con
trary in the rules contained or implied, any such m ember shall-retain) 
the full privileges o f membership.’ , ,, .

Mr. A. C. Hazelden seconded the resolution, which was carried. , 
I t  was decided jx> hold the summer festival at Ranmore, Dprking,, 

on either July 6th or 27th.
A vote o f thanks was proposed by Mr. J. Corbett to the general 

secretary for his work, and a similar compliment was pai.cj, to t)ie 
district secretaries on the proposition o f the chairman. . ,  >

Previous to the meeting there was ringing^ at the Cathedral Churclj 
and at >S. N icolas’ Church. The Guild service at S. Nicolas’ Church 
was conducted by the Rector o f S. N icolas’ (the Rev, P . Jt. Lo.bb), 
who attended the tea and was thanked for his services.

S I L V E R  W E D D IN G .
To celebrate the silver wedding o f Mr. and Mrs. F. W . Wicks,, pf 

W im bledon, a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples was rung at St. 
Leonard’s. Streatham, 011 April 14th, for evening service: Miss G. 
Green 1, E. L. Miles (conductor) 2, C. A. Button 3, E. E. Bish 4, T. W . 
W elbourne 5, T . IJ. Taffender 6 , J. W . Chapman 7, S; Gardner ; 8. 
Mr. W icks was unable to take part owing to A .R .P . duties-

VETERAN RINGER S ACHIEVEMENT.
Mr. A. W . Baldwin (late of Fakenham, Norfolk) has rung his first’ 

quarter-peal o f Stedman at the age o f 77 years. This was on Sunday,; 
April 7th, for evening service at H oly Trinity Church, ’W aterm oor, 
Cirencester, a quarter-peal o f Stedman Triples (1,260 changes) : A. W i' 
Baldwin 1, F. J. Lewis, sen. 2, H . L. Cooke 3, F . J. Lewis, jun. 4,
H . S. Parsons 5, W . A. Godwin 6 , W . H . Hayward (con d u ctor)/7,
F. F. Bloxham 8. V ' ;
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WARWICKSHIRE GUILD.
AN N U AL M EETING.

Upwards o f sixty members and friends attended the annual meeting 
o f the Warwickshire Guild, held last Saturday at Nuneaton. Various 
methods were rung until 4.30, when a short service was held in the 
Lady Chapel o f the church, conducted by the Vicar, Canon J. L. 
W hite, assisted by the curate, the Rev. T . B. Purves.

In a brief address, Canon W hite welcomed the members to Nuneaton 
as fellow-workers in the Church. Ringers, he said, rarely got thanks 
for their labours and were often grumbled at. H e quoted the preface 
to Miss Dorothy L. Sayers’ book, ‘ The Nine Tailors.’ ‘ From  time 
to time complaints are made about the ringing o f church bells. It  
seems strange that a generation which tolerates the uproar o f the 
internal combustion engine and the wailing o f the jazz band should 
be so sensitive to the one loud noise that is made to the glory of 
G od.’ Personally he felt that a service in church not preceded by 
the ringing o f the bells seemed as strange as being without the choir. 
‘ Bells catch our thoughts and express them for us as nothing else 
could. May you realise the greatness of your vocation and work 
together for  peace in this troubled world by your inspired ringing, 
but above all for the glory o f God.’

A t the close o f the service the members adjourned to the Parish 
Hall for tea, which was prepared and admirably served by the wives 
of the ringers and the lady ringers attached to the church.

The business meeting was presided over by Canon J. L . W hite. An 
apology was received from  the president, Archdeacon R . Brook, of 
Rugby.

The report for 1939 was, presented by the secretary (Mrs. D. E. 
Beamish) and showed a  membership o f 317, a decrease o f 47 compared 
with 1938. Eight peals were rung on tower bells and one on handbells.

The report, together with the balance sheet, showing a balance in 
hand o f £22 6s. 7d., was adopted.

All the officers were re-elected.
Three new members wete elected, viz., C. Parker (Stoke), H . L. 

Terry (Ilm ington) and L. Kinchin (Mickleton, Glos.). The two last 
named were ratified following their election prior to a  peal.

Meeting places decided upon for the next three months were Church 
Lawford (May), Bickenhill (June) and R ugby (July). The question of 
members o f the Forces being relieved o f payment o f subscriptions was 
raised, and it  was unanimously decided to do this for the duration 
of the war.

Sympathy for  a form er secretary o f the Guild (Mr. A. Wilkerson, 
of Weston-super-Mare) was exjjressed by the m eeting on learning of 
his undergoing an operation upon one o f his eyes, which had necessi
tated his giving up his employment.

The Guild lias lost through death three old and respected members, 
Mr. H . Briggs, o f Stoney Stanton, Mr. A. W . W right, o f Stratford- 
on-Avon, and Mr. A. Bramah, of Rugby. The members stood in 
silence for a few moments as a mark of respect.

The Master (Mr. J. H . W . W hite), in moving a  vote o f thanks to 
Canon W hite for presiding and allowing the use o f the bells, said 
how sorry the members were to learn o f his impending departure. 
The Guild was always m ade very welcome at Nuneaton, and the bells 
were always available for meetings and peal attempts.

Canon W hite, who is going to Bury St. Edmunds, said, in reply, 
that he had been pleased to do what he could for the welfare o f the 
Guild and wished it God-speed in its work.

The business m eeting concluded, handbells were produced and some 
well-struck touches o f Stedman Caters were rung by F. Price 1-2,
F. W . Perrens 3-4, F . E. Pervin 5-6, A. W alker 7-8, D. H . Argyle 9-10.

Tunes were also rung by Messrs. C. H . W ebb, his son, Arthur, and 
P. Stone.

W elcom e visitors were Mr. J. W . Cotton (hon. secretary, Midland 
Counties Association, Burton District), Messrs. Curzon and Clay field, 
Messrs. F. Price, W . Davies and Michieson, o f Aston, and Messrs. A. 
Walker, H . H . Fearn and C. H . Stanley, o f Birmingham.

Affiliated towers represented were Allesley, Bilton, Bulkington, 
Chilvers Coton, Keresley, Rugby, Stoke-in-Coventry, W olvey and the 
local band.

Further ringing on the tower bells was indulged in until 8  o ’ clock 
with varying success, followed by further handbell ringing at a  nearby 
hotel.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
The April meeting o f the Nottingham  District o f the Midland 

Counties Association was held at Bottesford on Saturday week, when 
the fine peal o f eight bells were made full use o f during the after
noon and evening. About 30 members and friends were present from 
Southwell, Sutton-on-Trent, Sandiacre, Billingborough, Fandon, 
Hough-on-the-Hill, Folkingliam, Newark, Nottingham (St. M ary’s and 
St. Peter’ s) and the local band. The methods rung were Grandsire 
and Stedman Triples, Bob M ajor, Little Bob, Double Norwich, Kent 
Treble Bob and Cambridge, with rounds, etc., for the beginners.

It  was decided to hold the May meeting at Attenborough.
A hearty vote o f thanks was accorded to Mr. K ir ton for arranging 

a * topping 1 tea  at an hour’s notice, and to the V icar for the use of 
the bells, which were much appreciated.

ST. MARTIN’S GUILD, BIRMINGHAM.
Q U A RTERLY  M EETING A T ASTON.

A quarterly m eeting o f St. M artin’s Guild for  the Diocese’ of Bir
mingham was held on Saturday, April 6th, at the Parish Church, 
Aston. For many years the tower was looked on as the second head
quarters o f the Guild, and it  was the custom to hold one quarterly 
meeting there each year, but when the bells became unringable this 
rule was broken. In 1935 the bells were recast and augmented to a 
fine peal of 12, so the old order has been revived. About 40 members 
attended and the bells were kept going in various methods from 
3 o ’clock.

The Vicar (the Ven, H . McGowan) conducted a short service in the 
chancel, and in his address cordially welcomed the members to Aston. 
He referred to the im portance and dignity o f churchworkers. Whether 
as churchwardens, sidesmen, lay readers, teachers, choirmen 01* bell- 
ringers, they were all part o f the whole, and all contributed to the 
wellbeing o f the body of the Church.

A 11 adjournm ent was then m ade to the Parish H all, where tea was* 
kindly provided by the Aston company and full justice was done to it. 
In these days o f food  rationing it  was remarkable where all the good 
things came from ; ham and green salad, sugar and butter and.hom e
made cakes galore, all willingly and cheerfully prepared and served 
by the ringers’ wives, sisters and sweethearts.

A short business m eeting followed, presided over by  Vice-President 
the Ven. H . McGowan in the unavoidable absence o f the Master, 
Alderman J. S. Rritchett.

The following new members were elected: Messrs. L. W . Conduct, 
o f Erdington, Maurice H ibbert, now o f Spark hill, and H . Hough, of 
W orcester. I t  was decided to hold the next quarterly meeting at 
Solihull on Saturday, July 6th, and the bi-quarterly meeting at St. 
Chad’s R.C. Cathedral on a Saturday in M ay convenient to the 
authorities.

Mr. W . C. Dowding reminded members that the National Police 
Guild were endeavouring to arrange their annual meeting at Banbury 
some time in May, and should they be successful in doing so he hoped 
St. M artin’ s Guild members would do all they could to make it a 
success. H e was sure all present would be pleased to know that Mr. 
Harold J. Poole, o f Leicester,, had now quite recovered and had 
resumed his duties.

A hearty vote o f thanks, proposed by Councillor Paddon Smith, to 
the V icar for the use o f  the bells and his address, to Mr. W. Davies 
and the Aston company for making the local arrangements and 
providing tea, and to the ladies who had so kindly served it, brought 
the m eeting to a close.

The handbells were then brought out and several good touches 
were brought round. Later a return was made to the tower for 
further ringing, to be followed by that m eeting in another place 
where the inevitable reminiscences o f a form er generation connected 
with Aston ringing were recalled.

For the inform ation o f any visiting ringers who may be in Birming
ham, the usual Tuesday evening practices a t St. M artin’s at 7.30 p.m. 
have now been resumed. A ll ringers will be welcomed.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
Q U A RTERLY  M EETING OF SOUTH ERN BRANCH .

On Saturday a most successful quarterly m eeting was held at 
Horbling, and some 30 ringers attended from  a wide area, the follow
ing towers being represented : Peterborough, M arket Deeping, Deep 
ing St. Nicholas, Bourne, M orton, Edenham, Rippingale, Billing
borough, Folkingbam , Swineshead, Donington, Bicker, Wigt'off. St. 
Mary A bbot’ s, South Kensington. Heckington, Boston, Southwell and 
Horbling.

The musical ring o f six, installed by Messrs. Taylor in 1929, were 
available during the afternoon and evening, and were kept going to 
a variety o f methods ranging from  Plain Bob to London Surprise.

Shortened evensong was conducted by the V icar at 4.30, followed 
by the tea and business meeting. The V icar, who presided, was 
elected an honorary member o f the Southern Branch. I t  is hoped to 
continue the holding o f these quarterly meetings, and it was decided 
that the next should be held in July at Colsterworth. The business 
concluded with a hearty vote o f thanks to the V icar fo r  the use of 
the bells and the service. The tower was again visited and further 
ringing took place until 8.15.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by  E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from  the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peals o f Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P rice :— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 /-)>  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for  6 /-)•
O b tain a b le  o n ly  p o s t  fr e e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V io a ra g e , n ear D aven try .
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A HEREFORDSHIRE RESTORATION.
W ITH IN G T O N ’S R IN G  OP S IX .

Tbe peal o f six bells, with a tenor o f 16 cwt., at W ithington, near 
Hereford, has been completely restored and rehung with modern 
fittings, including ball bearings, in a 'n e w  massive cast iron frame, 
by Messrs. Gillett and Johnston. The two trebles have been recast 
and all the bells jperfectly tuned. It is notable that the work has 
been carried out since the outbreak o f war in spite o f the difficulty 
of obtaining the necessary m aterials and labour.

Some five years ago, after expert examination, the bells were con
demned as unsafe and a  danger to the tower and spire, and it  was 
decided to cease ringing until funds could be raised for the necessary 
renovation.

The scheme was in abeyance until last year, when the restoration 
was made possible by the generosity o f one o f the churchwardens, 
Mr. W . G. Parmer, o f W ithington Court, who has defrayed the entire 
cost as a memorial to his parents, the late Rev. and Mrs. James 
Farmer.

The bells were rededicated in the presence of a large congregation 
by the Bishop o f H ereford on Sunday evening, March 31st.

The service was conducted by the R ector (the Rev. H . W , J. L. R. 
Haywood), and the Bishop was assisted by his chaplain (the Rev. 
Preb. C. H . Hodgson). Mr. Farm er’ s g ift  included a memorial tablet, 
which also was dedicated during the service. The bells were rung 
during and after the rededication by six members o f the local band.

The Bishop, in the course o f his sermon, gave an exceptionally 
interesting outline o f the history of bells, which, he said, carried 011 
the function o f the old silver trumpets used by  the Children o f Israel 
in their wanderings. A fter referring to the part bells played in the 
Church, the Bishop said that they had also been used, as were the 
silver trumpets o f old, for the purpose o f sounding the alarm. So 
it had been in m any Herefordshire parishes in the past, when the 
Welsh, who were then our enemies and not our friends, crossed the 
border, the church bells rang, and women and children, and the 
treasures o f the- people, were taken into the strong church tower, 
while the men prepared to defend their homes.

The Bishop referred also to the beauty o f the m etalwork o f the 
W ithington bells now restored so splendidly, and expressed the grati
tude o f the ringers and the whole parish to Mr. Parmer for  his lavish 
gift.

A fter the service, full use was m ade o f the bells up to 9 o ’ clock by 
visiting ringers from  Kington, Ross, Mark well, H ereford, Lugwardine 
and Lyonsliall, assisted by the whole o f the local band.

Messrs. Gillett and Johnston have carried out their task in a most 
admirable manner in difficult circumstances. The firm were repre
sented at the service by  Mr. S. R . Roper, who received the congratu
lations o f everyone. The ‘ go ’ was pronounced as perfect and the 
tuning was considered so good that one ringer remarked that ‘ the 
whole peal sounded as if  all the bells were cast at one tim e.’

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
A meeting o f the Eastern Division o f the Sussex County Association 

was held a t Eastbourne on April 13th. The tower o f St. Saviour’s 
was open at 3 o ’ clock and ringing took place until 4 o ’ clock, when a 
service was held conducted by the curate (the Rev. C. G. Balaam), 
who, in the course o f an excellent address, said he- wondered if we 
were really thankful enough fo r  the freedom  we enjoyed in this land 
of ours; freedom  to go unhindered into our churches to worship and 
freedom to go into our towers to ring our bells with no fear o f con
centration camps. I t  was when such freedom  was taken away that 
its blessings were appreciated.

After the service the ringers were entertained to tea by Mr. A. 
Piper, and the Master o f the association, Mr. II. R . Butcher, presided 
at the business meeting which followed.

The association, said the Master, had suffered a, very grievous loss 
by the death o f two prom inent members, Mr. A. C. Pankliurst, the 
lion, divisional secretary, a man who carried out his duties ably and 
conscientiously, and Mr. W . D. Smith, whose death had caused a 
great loss to the association.

Mr. C. A. Levett was appointed I1011. district secretary, and the 
committee, Messrs. W . Booth, W . Pranks and A. R . Miles, were 
re-elected.

Votes o f thanks were passed to Mr. A. Piper fo r  once again de
fraying the cost o f tea, to the V icar for the use o f the bells, to the 
curate for liis address and to the lady who presided at the harmonium 
at- the service.

The Master closed the m eeting by  thanking Mr. F. Dallaway for 
his work as acting secretary till a successor was appointed.

During the afternoon and evening the fine ring o f eight at St. 
Saviour’ s was heard in various methods.

NOTICES.
E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-Eastern D istrict.—  

The following; Saturday afternoon practices have been ar
ranged : April 2 7 th, Boreham ; and M ay 4th, Broom field; 
all commencing at 3 p.m . All ringers are welcomed to 
these.— H . W . Shadrack, Hon. D is. Sec.

Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Eastern D istrict—  
The annual meeting will be held at Howden on Saturday, 
April 27th. Bells (8 ) available afternoon and evening. 
Tea, at M anor House Cafe, at 5 o ’clock, Is . 9d. each. 
M eeting after tea for election of officers, etc.— H . S . 
Morley, Hon. Sec ., 5, Ebor Street, Selby.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Lewisham  D is
trict.— The quarterly meeting will be held at St. M ary 
Cray on Saturday, April 27th. Bells available at 3  p.m. 
Service at 4 .3 0 . T ea  and business meeting to follow. 
P lease support the efforts made on your behalf. S t. 
M ary C ray expects large numbers !— A . G. H ill, Hon. 
Dis. Sec ., 2 4 , Stanm ore Road, Belvedere, Kent.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Blackburn Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at Blackburn Cathedral 
on Saturday, April 27th. Bells (10) available from 3  p.m. 
M eeting 6.30 p.m. Everybody cordially invited. Reports 
to hand.— F . Hindle, Branch Sec.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N — Leicester 
D istrict.— A meeting will be held at Swithland (6 bells) 
on April 2 7 th. R in g in g  from 3 p.m. Buses from bus 
station, B elgrave Gate. Please come and enjoy a visit 
to this beautiful bit of country.— H . W . Perkins, Hon. 
Dis Sec

E L Y  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N .— E ly  Branch— A 
A meeting will be held at Harston on Saturday, April 
27th. Bells (6 ) from 3 p.m. Service, followed by tea at 
the invitation of the V icar, the R ev. P . G. W ard . All 
welcome.-— C. W . Cook, D is. Sec ., Newton, Cam bridge.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— E ast B erks and 
South Bucks Branch.— The branch annual meeting has 
been arranged at Burnham, Bucks, on Saturday, April 
27th. Bells (8 ) available at 2.30  p.m. Guild service 4 
p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Annual meeting 5.45  p.m. Hitcham 
bells (6) available afterw ards. —  A . D. Barker, Cam 
bridge, W exham , Slough.

E L Y  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Hunts Branch —  
A meeting will be held at Eynesbury on Saturday, April 
27th. Bells available 3  p.m. Service 4.30. T ea 5 p.m .—
H. }. Parker, D is. Sec ., Great Staughton, St. Neots.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-W estern D ivision—  
T h e next practice meeting will be held at Dagenham  on 
Saturday, A pril 27th. B ells  (8) from 3.30  p.m . T e a  can 
be arranged for those who desire it.— J .  H . Cram pion, 
Hon. Dis. Sec.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E SA N  A SS O C IA T IO N . 
— A xbridge Deanery Branch.— A  quarterly meeting will 
be held at W inscombe on Saturday, April 27th. Bells (8 ) 
available from 2.30  p.m. Service 4.30. T ea  and meet- 
ing 5 p.m .— H- Minifie, Flon. Sec., Royston, Uphill, 
Som erset.

TOWER CLOCKS j. b . JOYCE CO. LTD.
W e ig h t  D riv e n  or E le c tr ic , b y  th e  
W O R L D S  O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
E STA B LISH E D  O V E R  3 0 0  Y EA R S  
Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.
We have experts visiting all parts of the British Ieies, and shall be pleased 
to carry out restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock



302 T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . April 26th, igqo.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E S A N  
G U IL D .— Alton and Petersfield District.-—A quarterly 
meeting will be held at L iss on Saturday, April 27th. 
Bells of St. M ary ’s Church (8 ) available from 2.30 . Ser
vice 4.30. T ea in Parish  Hall 5 p.m. Business meeting 
follows. Bells available after meeting until 7 p.m.-— C. 
E . Bassett, Hon. D is. Sec., 3 2 , Charles S t., Petersfield.

A S H T O N -U N D E R -L Y N E  S O C IE T Y .— The annual 
meeting will be held at the Ashton Parish Church on 
Saturday, April 27th. Bells at 3 .30 . M eeting 7 .— T. 
Jackson , President.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  L O N 
DON D IO O E SA N  G U IL D .— The annual meeting will be 
held at Acton on Saturday, April 27th. Bells from 2.30 
p.m. Service at 5 .1 5  p.m. ; preacher, R ev. Percival 
Gough. T ea in Church Hall at 5.45 p.m ., for which there 
will be a, collection. Business meeting to follow. The 
bells at St. Stephen’s, E alin g, 4 to 4 .50  p.m ., and Christ 
Church, Ealing, 7 .3 0  to 9  p .m ., also available. •—  C. T . 
Coles, Hon. Gen. Sec.

S O C I E T Y  O F  S H E R W O O D  Y O U T H S . —  The 
annual meeting will be held at S t. M ary ’s, Nottingham , on 
Saturday, April 2 7th. Tow er open 3 o ’clock. —  I . B . 
Thompson, 5 2 , Lace Street, Dunkirk, Nottingham .

D O N C A S T E R  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y . —  The 
next meeting will be held at B arn b y Don on Saturday, 
April 2 7 th. Bells ready at 3  p.m .— Ernest Cooper, 6 , 
Grosvenor Crescent, A rksey, Doncaster.

A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  'O F  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S  
(Estab lish ed T 6 37).— R in gin g at Southw ark Cathedral on 
Saturday, April 2 7 th. M eeting time 3 .3 0  p.m . B usi
n e ss , meeting at headquarters on Tuesday, M ay 7 th, at 
8  p.m .—A . B . Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksom e, 1 , Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— The annual meet
ing will be held at Lincoln on Saturday, April 2 7 th. R in g 
ing at the Cathedral (1 2 ), S t. G iles’ (8) and St. Peter-at- 
Gotvts (6) from 2 p.m . Service at tlie Cathedral at 4 
p.m. Please note that the tea arrangem ents advertised 
previously have been cancelled. W ill ringers please 
make Their own tea arrangem ents ? The meeting will be 
held iri thtCChapter House at the Cathedral at 6 .4 5 .— F . 
W . Stokes, Hon. Sec ., Blankney, Lincs.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Northern Division. —  A 
meeting will be held at W itham  on Saturday, M ay 4th. 
Bells (8 ) available from 2.30  p.m. Service at 4.30 p.m ., 
followed by tea and business meeting. It is most essen
tial that those requiring tea should notify M r. A . Evers, 
6 , Chipping Hill, W itham , E ssex, not later than W ed
nesday, M ay 1st. T ea  will only be provided for those 
who send in their nam es.— Hilda G. Snowden, Hon. D is. 
Sec. . •

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Bigglesw ade 
D istrict.— A meeting will be held at Maulden on Satur
day, M ay . 4th. Bells (6) available at 3 p.m. Tea at 5 . 
A ll will be welcome. Please come. —  C . J .  Ball, 2 5 , 
Tem psford Road, Sandy.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  The half-yearly 
meeting will be held at W hittle-le-W oods, Chorley, on 
Saturday, M ay 4th. Tow er open at 2 .3 0  p.m. Service 
at 4  p.m . T ea at 5 p.m . to those who send in names to 
M r. F . G. Bradley, N ew  Road Parade, W hittle-le-
W oods, Chorley, by A pril 30 th. N o card, no tea 1__
W . H. Shuker and T . W ilson, Hon. Secs.

L A D I E S ’ G U IL D .— London D istrict.— A  meeting will 
be held at St. G eorge ’s, Southw ark, on Saturday, May 
4th. Bells 3 p.m. Tea at Lyons, London Bridge, 5 p.m ., 
followed b}' business meeting in church vestry. Please 
turn up in full force, as we wish to discuss future activi
ties of the district.— I. R . Housden, Hon. D is. Sec.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A SS O C IA T IO N . 
— Taunton Deanery B ranch.— A quarterly meeting will 
be held at Cruch St. M idiall on Saturday, M ay 4th. Bells 
3 o ’clock. Service 4 .30  p.m . T ea and meeting to 
follow. —  R . W . H ayw ard , 2 4 , Fairw ater Cottages, 
Taunton.

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .—The Guild festival 
will be held at Salisbury  on Saturday, M ay 4th. Annual 
meeting in the Church H ouse at 2.30  p.m . G uild service 
in S t. Thom as' Church at 4 . 1 5  p.m. Preacher, the R ev. 
P. J .  F layes, V icar. T e a in  the Church H ouse at 5 . 1 5  p.m ., 
is. each member. T ow ers available— St. Thom as’ , St. 
M artin ’s (8 bells) ; S t . P au l’s, Britford, Coombe Bissett, 
Wilton, Am esbury (6 bells). R ingers intending to be 
present should sign ify their intention to the Secretary by 
M onday, A pril 29 th, at the latest.— F . L l .  Edw ards, Hon. 
Sec., Kington M agna Rectory, G illingham , Dorset.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Preston Branch.—  
The half-yearly meeting will be held at W hittle-le-W oods, 
near Chorley, on Saturday, M ay 4th. Tow er open for 
ringing at 2 .3 0  p.m . T eas arranged for all who notify 
Mr. T . G. B rad ley, N ew  Road Parade, W hittle-le-W oods, 
not later than W ednesday, M ay 1 st. Everybody welcome, 
but please remember, no card, no tea.— F red  R ig b y , Hon. 
Branch Sec.

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  The annual 
general meeting will be held at Brighton on Saturday, 
M ay 4th. Service at S t. N icholas’ , with address by the 
R ev. N . L . Phillips, M .A ., M .C ., 4 .3 0 . Bells of St.
P eter ’s and S t. N icholas’ available 3 p.m . to 4 .30  p.m.
and 6 p.m. to 8 . 1 5  p.m . Tea, followed by business
meeting, in S t. N icholas’ H all, 5 . 1.5 p.m. Cost of tea
2 s. 6d. ( is . to members), payable at the table, but sup
plied by ticket only on receipt of id . stam p by M ay 1 st. 
H alf rail fare (maximum 2 s. 6d.) allowed to resident 
members.— S. E . Arm strong, Hon. Gen. Sec., 2 1 , Ken- 
mure Avenue, Brighton 6 .

N O R T H  S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  A 
meeting will be held at Leek on Saturday, M ay 4th. Bells 
( 10 ) available from 3 p.m. W ill those requiring tea 
kindly notify M r. E . A . R id gw ay, 1 1 , Shirley Street, 
Leek, Stalls, not later than W ednesday next. Stone 
meeting on June 2 2 nd.— Andrew Thompson, 5 5 , W hite- 
house Road, Cross H eath, Newcastle, Staffs.

Q. & F. COPE &  CO ., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T IM A T E S  S U B M IT T E D  FOR N E W  C L O C K S, C H IM E AD D ITIO NS, R EP A IR S
OR R EP A IN TIN G  O F D IA LS.
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O X F O R D ’ D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  Sonning Deanery 
Branch.— Practice at H urst, B erks (bells 8), Saturday, 
May 4th, 5 p.m . A ll welcome. —  W . J .  Paice, Hon. 
Sec.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Rochester D is
trict.— Quarterly meeting w ill be held at Newington on 
Saturday, M ay 4th. Bells available from 3  p.m . 
R i n g e r s ’ service at 4 .3 0 , followed by tea in Schoolroom 
at is . per head. Those requiring tea are asked to advise 
the undersigned not later than M ay 1 st. A  good meet
ing is expected. —  G. H. Spice, 3 5 , W oodstock R oad, 
Sittingbourne.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— R eading Branch. —  
The spring meeting will be held at Tilehurst on Saturday, 
May 4th. Bells (8) available from  3 p.m . T ea, is . per 
head, at 4.45  p.m . in room opposite church. Service 6 
p.m. Please let me know how many for tea by M ay 
1 st.— E . G. Foster, 4 0 1 , London R oad, Reading.

H E R E F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— R oss District. 
— The next quarterly meeting will be held at Bridstow  011 
Saturday, M ay 4th. Bells available 3 p.m . Service
4.30 p.m . T ea 5 p.m . Number for tea by M ay 1 st 
to W . Poston, Bridstow , R o ss, Herefordshire.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Hinckley 
District.— The next meeting will be held at D esford on 
Saturday, M ay 4 th. U sual times. P lease let me know 
how many w ant tea (Blue Bell at 5 p.m.) not later than 
Friday, M ay 3 rd. A ll .welcom e.— W . A . W ood, D is. 
Sec., Fossew ay, Croft, near Leicester.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IS T R IC T S  A S S O C IA 
T IO N .— Northern Branch.— Bi-quarterly meeting for 
practice, Halesowen (d .v .), Saturday, M ay 4th. R ing- 
ing 3 p.m. to dusk. T ea, Central Cafe, 5 .30  p.m ., is . 
per head. Numbers by W ednesday, M ay 1 st, please, 01- 
make own arrangem ents. All ringers welcome and all 
tastes catered for from Rounds to Surprise.— Bernard 
C. Ashford, Sec., 9 , Bow ling Green R oad, Stourbridge.

N O R W IC H  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  W est 
Norfolk Branch.— A meeting will be held at Fakenham  
on Saturday, M ay 4th. Bells (8) available from 2 .3 0 . 
Service 4 . 1 5 . T ea  5 p.m . (don’t forget card).— W m . J .  
Eldred, Branch Sec., 4 , W ellington Streep K in g ’s Lynn, 
Norfolk.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Tonbridge D is
trict.— A meeting will be held at Chiddingstone on M ay 
4th. Tow er open 2 .3 0 . Service 4 .3 0 , followed by tea 
and business meeting. P lease notify me for tea, which 
will be free, by W ednesday, M ay 1 st.— Alec E . R ichard
son, 2 4 , Norton Road, Southborough.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Saturday, 
M ay 4th, practice at St. Clement Danes, Strand, 3 . 1 5  
p.m ., St. Andrew ’s, Holborn, 6 . 15  p .m .; Sunday, M ay 
5th, St. Clement Danes, 10  a .m .— O. L . Ashbrook, A ct
ing Gen. Sec., 1 7 , H arvard Road, Isleworth.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  North Bucks 
Branch.— A ringing meeting will be held at W roughton 
(bells 6) on Saturday, M ay 4th, from 4 p.m . to 8 p.m ., 
when it is hoped that as many members as possible will 
attend. V isitors wall be welcomed.— W alter Sear, Hon. 
Sec., ig , Albert Street, Bletchley.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Luton D is
trict. A  meeting will be held at W oburn on Saturday, 
May^ 4th. Bells (8) available from 3 p.m . Tea will be 
provided for those who notify me by W ednesday, M ay 
1 st. All ringers cordially invited. •—  Edwin A. Belson, 
Dis. Sec., 7 , Queen Street, Leighton Buzzard.

P E A K  D IS T R IC T  .S O C IE T Y ,— jThe first meeting of 
the year will be held at Ashover o n 'Satu rd ay , M ay 4 th. 
Bells available from 3 p.m . T ea  will be provided at a 
nominal cost, but it is essential to inform M r. A . H . 
Bow ler, Eastw ood View , Ashover, near Chesterfield, not 
later than Tuesday, April 30 th. W e shall be glad to See 
all old friends and any new ones who will help to make 
the meeting a success.— H . L . W arburton, Hon. Sec.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Banbury and D is
trict Branch.— A  meeting will be held at Sw alcliffe on 
Saturday, M ay n t h . Bells (6) available from' 2 .3 0 . Ser
vice 4 o ’clock, followed by tea and business meeting. 
W ill those who intend to be present and require tea 
please notify L . J .  M alings, Deddington, O'xon, before 
Tuesday, M ay 7 th?

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— The an
nual meeting will be held at Northampton on W hit Mon
day, M ay 13th . Central Committee meet 2 .45 p.m . in 
St. P eter ’s Parish Room. Service, St. P eter ’s Church,
3.30. Address by R ev. E . V . Fenn. T ea at A ngel Hotel
4 .15 , followed by the business meeting. T ea will be pro
vided only for those who send names to general secretary 
by Monday, M ay 6 th. H onorary and subscribing mem
bers free, others Is . 6d. each. Bells a va ila b le : S t. G iles’ 
( 10 ), St. Edm unds’ (8 ) 1 1  to 1 ,  A ll Sa in ts ’ (8 ) , Holy 
Sepulchre (8 ) 1  to 3, S t. P eter ’s 1  to 3 .3 0 ; after the 
meeting until 7 .30 , St. G iles’ , St. P eter ’s, All Sa in ts ’ , 
Holy Sepulchre and K ingsthorpe (6 ) .— Robt. G, B lack, 
Gen. Hon. Sec., Stam ford Road, Geddington, K ettering.

D E V O N S H IR E  G U IL D . —  The 66th annual general 
meeting will be held in Exeter on W hit-M onday, M ay 
1 3 th. Service at St. S idw ell’s, at 1 2 . 1 5  p ,nV  Preacher, 
the R ev. H . Lanyon-O w en (Rector). D inner at D eller’ s 
Cafe, Bedford Street, at 1 p.m. Admission by ticket 
only. M em bers’ tickets price is . ,  non-members 2s . 6d., 
must be applied for, with remittance, by M ay 7 th. 
Business meeting to follow. Tow ers open for ringing 
from  1 1  a.m. to 1 2  noon and from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m ;, 
are St. S idw ell’ s (10 ), St. T hom as’ (8), S t. D avid ’s (8) 
and H eavitree (8). V isitors are cordially invited. 
Tickets may be obtained from Fredk. C. Sm ale (acting 
hon. sec.), Oakfield, Station Road, Okehainpton,' Devon.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The annual meeting will be 
held at Chelm sford on W hit-M onday, M ay 1 3 th. Ser
vice in the Cathedral at 1 1 . 3 0  a .m ., followed by the 
annual meeting in the Chapter House. Lunch (members 
is . 6d., non-members 2 s. 6d.) will be provided at' the 
Golden Fleece for those who notify me not later than 
W ednesday, M ay 8th. A  good attendance is requested 
as the com mittee’s proposals for revision o f rules will be 
put before the meeting. It is hoped that the usual 
towers will be open for ringing. Full details,.next, week. 
— L .  J .  C lark, Sec., 36 , Lynm outh Avenue, Chelm sford.

B O W D O N  P A R IS H  C H U R C H .— Practices resumed 
Thursdays, 7 .3 0  p.m. V isitors welcome. Sunday rin g
ing 1 0 . 1 5  f °  IO-45 a -m., 6  to 6 .30  p.m.-—D . Vincent, 6 , 
Stanw ay D rive, H ale. T el. A lt. 2 3 3 3 .

E A S T  G R IN S T E A D  A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D . —  
The next meeting will be held on M ay 1 8th, not M ay 4th, 
as arranged. Details later. —  C. A . Bass.ptt, Assist.
Sec. ------------ -

A P A R T M E N T S .
L L A N D U D N O , N O R T H  W A L E S .— Superior board- 

residence or bed and b reak fast; 2 minutes sea, tennis 
courts, bowling green and park. •—  M rs. Brown, Avori- 
holm, 2 4 , Queen’s Road. Telephone 6 965 .
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BELL ROPES
M ADE FROM  IT A L IA N  HEMP, OR IT A LIA N  F L A X . 
SOFT AND PLIA B L E  IN  H AN D . ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAG E P A ID  AND ON APPRO V AL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID M AXO N. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridgje Press, L td ., Guild

ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing- Co., Ltd ., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.O.4 .

J O H N  S M IT H  &  S O N S

The Central Council Publications
TO BE OBTAINED P08T FREE.

From the Hon. Librarian.
Mr. W. Ht J .  H 0 0 T 0 N , Homefield, Bilton Grange, near Rugby.

B. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dom inated Methods) ..................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section n .  (Plain B ob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ..........................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section H I. (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections 
COLLECTION OF P L A IN  M AJOR AND CATER M ETHODS

(Out o f Print)
COLLECTION OF TR IPL E S METHODS ...................................  1 O
MODEL RULES FOR A LOCAL COM PANY ........... (Out o f Print)
R E PO R T OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S .P .A .B ............................... 6
OARD OF IN STRUCTIONS IN  TH E CARE AN D USE OF

BELLS ..................................................................................................
ON THE PRESERVATION  OF BELLS ................... (Out o f Print)
M ETHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ...................  2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor ................... ... 2

H IN TS T O  IN STRU CTORS AN D BEGINNERS ................... 2
V A R IA T IO N  AN D TRAN SPO SITIO N  .........................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND M IN OR M ETHODS (New

Edition) .............................................................................. 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISE D  PRICES.

‘ RO PE -SIG H T,’ Is. lO d .; ninth edition ; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ G RA N D SIRE ,’ 2s. lO d .; second ed ition ; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STAN D A R D  METHODS,* ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STED M AN ,’ 2s. 10d.—N O W  R E A D Y . An entirely new book by 

J . Axmiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for  ringing and conducting the method 

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 
‘ TREBLE B O B ,* Is . lO d .; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages. 
4 SU RPRISE M ETH ODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M .A ., F .R .A .S . Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f postal order, from

Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lanes

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S  A N D  T R IP L E S ,  Simply 

E xp lain ed ,’ gth thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. B y  I. R oe and M . Broom e, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

‘ B O B  M IN O R  A N D  M A JO R , Sim ply E xp la in ed ,’ 2 nd 
thousand. F o r Beginners on 6  bells. Sam e price and 
address as above.

‘ C A M B R ID G E  M IN O R  A N D  M A JO R ,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7 jd . each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From  M . Broom e, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

ALFRED B0W ELL,
Church Bell j  ■"'v ry \-\ j  f  /y  f j
Founder -  IP S W IC H

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPEB’
H0TED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON - STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0    T el. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PSITGHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O rder y o u r  Bell R op es n o w , b e fo r e  p ric e s  in c re a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and  sen d  us y o u r  o ld  Bell R op es  

f o r  re p a ir s  w h ils t  n o t  in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M ATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

S u ita b le  fo r  P r e s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G i f t

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND Design) in Solid Silyer

D ia m e t e r  2 l in  2 } in , 3i i n .  3 l i n .  4i n .  4i i n .  S in . 5} in .
Price 18/6  22/6 28/6 3 3 /6  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  6 7 /6  7 8  6

T h e  S in . s iz e  i s  a ls o  m a d e  t o  h o ld  50 c i g a r e t t e s .

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RU SSELL and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G


