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» ILLETT&Johnston

CROYDON, Surrey.
SELLS, CLOCKS, CARILLONS.

St. Peter’'s Collegiate Church,

Wolverhampton,
ftnor (33 cwt.) of the New Ring ot 12

WOLFRCN CHAMBERS, WOLVERHAMPTON,
KB88R8. GILLETT and JOHNSTON, CROYDON, 4th March, 1111.
Q*RtI*m*B,

Th* re-outing of tha peal of ten belli with th* addition of two
a*w onei in th* toner of St. Peter'* Collegiate Church, Wolverhampton,
recently carried oat by you he* proved moit luccenful, aid given
general latiafaction. .

I am authorised by tha Reotor and Warden* to *ay how pl*awl
kh*y are with the remit. In the opinion of thoae well qualiled to
lodge, we have now, undoubtedly, one of the beitpeal* in th* Kingdom.

- Yoon faithfully, F. T. BECK,

MODERN WORK.

FRIDAY, MARCH 9th, 1917.

PpI06 2d.

[_trannmliision» « a new«paperj

THE JOHNSON DINNER.

The Hanry Johnson Commemoration Dinner at Bir-
mingham this year lacked none of its accustomed success
through the fact that for the third consecutive year it was
a war-time function, and that on this occasion a curtailment
of menu—imposed by the Food Controller—was added to
previous restrictions in other direction's. Indeed the
popularity of the event is so well established that it is
quite evident that something more than wars and earth-
guakes are needed to interrupt the annual sequence of
gatherings. The attendance this year was very few below
that of last year, and the proceedings went off with all the
enthusiasm that has marked the occasion in former times.

The first object of the gathering is, of course, to honour
the memory of one of the greatest geniuses and the noblest
characters that ever ornamented the Exercise. The
number of those who enjoyed the acquaintance of Henry
Johnson is growing smaller, but the passage of years does
not diminish the love and respect they have for the memory
of that man of simple, honest life, of gentle nature and of
marvellous gifts. We have to remember that what he
accomplished for ringing was very largely, if not entirely,
the product of his own resourcefulness and unaided work.
He had not, as men have in these times, a foundation to
build upon that was laid by the labour of others; but with
all the strides which have been made since his time, a
great deal that he did still stands out pre-eminently. He
was one of the greatest men of the Exercise—there is no
need to attempt to “ place " him more accurately than that
—and in keeping green his memory the St. Martin’'s
Guild, not only pays a tribute that is due to a great man,
but deserves the thanks of the present generation for
giving us an annual reminder of what we owe to the life's
work of Henry Johnson. But beyond this, the Birmingham
gathering serves another purpose. It draws together, in a
way'that few other functions do, men who have few other
opportunities of meeting from year to year ; and if the
present restrictions upon travelling had some effect this
year upon the number who assembled from a distance,
when we return to normal times, we may look for as great
a “ gathering of the Clans” at Birmingham as ever took
place in the past. The St. Martin’s Guild, like the College
Youths and the Cumberlands — but very few other
societies—is an organisation with long history behind it,
and its members are scattered wherever ringing is known.
But however far a member may be removed from the centre

.of its activities—St. Martin's Church in the Bull Ring—

there is an unbreakable tie which binds them to the Guild,
while those who have been privileged to join the happy
throng at the annual dinner, cannot fail, as every year the
event carries round, to conjure up memories of one of the
most delightful of ail ringing gatherings.
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CHARLES CARR,™

SMETHWICK,
BIRMINGHAM

BELLS

FOR CHURCHES,

SINGLY,

OR IN PBALS.

OPINION OF OUR
MODERN WORK*

CHIMES FOR CLOCKS.

Pbals Adgmbntbd,
Cracked Bells Rbcast.

FRAMES

In Best Seasoned O ak,

Broomfield Vloarage,
Chelmsford

Ditr lire,

I hare great pleasure in stating
that we are perfectly satisfied with
fke manner In which yon have
carried ent the werk entrusted to
fan of rearranging and re-hanging
tke Broomfield Church Bells.

We eonsider that the work re-
flects great credit npon your firm,
and believe that your ny§tem of
liaaglng tke bells reduces the*vibra-
ion of the steel frame supplied by
you to a minimum.

‘bb OEOKCH WABDENH units

Steel or lron.

Chiming Machines

Best Workmanship and
Satisfaction Guarantee.-

FITTINGS

wi h ME in this eapresbhion of or ALL KINDS.
0 lAioa. The BELLBINGKBS aio
a se ananlmons In their praise of ARTISTIC WROUGHT IRO
>* alterations effected by yon. BRACKETS.
Yours truly, MILLBABLS 1*0* B U (U »

CflAB. EDMONDS,
Vlic&r of Broomfield.

Messrs C. CABB, LTD.
Smethwick.

Best bill Bopbs.
BEPAIB8 AND K1HAHGIN
ID ALL BRANCHES
HELLHANQERS sent to Iniprsi

gladly ask us to Inspect, Keport and report on Bells and Tovaft

-mil Tender before deciding your
Seetract, —we may be able to

itilsl yon. SEND FOR CATALOGUE

K8TABLI8SHED 1760.

JOHN NICOLL,

Ohuroh Bell Rope and Clook Hope
Manufacturer,

QOQUEEN'S ROAD, PECKHAM, LONDON, SE.

Two minnteafrom Queen's Road Station, L.B. & S.C. Railway)

Late 1B3 kzZobton’'B Road, Bermondsey.

Makar to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute,

Caatotbory. BdIlnbnrgb, St. Alban's, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough

Melboura* (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick's, Maacbhestfr
and Worcwtar Cathedrals ate. etc.

March gth, 1917

EIGHT BELL PEAL.

CRAYFORD, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION
On Saturday, Match 3, 1917, in Two Hours and Fifty-light Minutes,
At tub Chorch of St. Paolinus,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH OOURT BOB MAJOR, 6040 CHANCES;
Tenor 12J cwt.
.Treble I William Hewett..... 5
Isaac Embry . 2 John H. Chessman ... 6
Edwin Barnett, Junr. ... 3 Edwin Barnett, Senr.... 7 ,
Frederick W. Richardson 4 I William J. Jefferies ...Tem
Composed and Conducted by Edwin Barnett, Senr.

Rung with the bells half-muffled as a token of respect to Ptes. H,
Eames and W . Audsley, killed in action in France, both of whom were
members of the Crayford band of ringers. This wasE. Barnett, Senr.'s,
500th peal!, and the iooth he has rung on Crayford bells.

HANDBELL PEAL.

LONDON.
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
On Wednesday, February 28, 1917, in Two Hours and Twenty Minutti,
At 32, Edgeley Road, Clapham, S.W .,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLE8, 50*0 GANIES)

Carter’'s Odd Bob One-Part.

Harry R. Pasmore 1—2 I Herbert Langdon ... 5—6
Challis F. Winney 3—4 | William T. Cockerill 7—8 1
Conducted by Challis F. Winney.

Umpire: Edwin Horrex,

Edwin Horrex was heartily congratulated by the band on reaching

the age of 79 on this day.

John W hbadon

RINGING AFTER DUSK.

NO RELAXATION IN ESSEX.
To the Editor.

Sir,—1 havo read with ploasuro the successful rosult of the efforts of |
tho Vicar of Whitchurch in his application for the relaxation of the
ordor forbidding tho ringing of church bells after dusk in the area of '
the Southern Command. | should bo glad if you would kindly publish
in “ The Ringing World," for the benefit of members of our Associi-
tion, the reply | received on February 8th from the competent Military
Authority for Essex. It is important that this should be known, be
cause very recently, through some misunderstanding, the bolls In on.
church in the Diocese were rung for evousong, and the incumbent verj
narrowly escaped a prosecution.—Yours faithfully,

CHAS. H. HOWARD,

' Master, The Essex Association.
[COPY.1
To Chas. H. Howard, Esq., J.P., Chairman Braintree Urbat

District Council.
lu reply to your letter of the 4th instant. | have to inform you [

that, accoixliug to tho latest information available at this office, there j?

has been 110 amendment of No. 12B of the Defence of the Roald :

Regulations governing the hours duriug which Church bells, oto. ;

may not be rung in the county of Essex (outside the Metropolitai

Police District).

(Signed) I\ C. WINTER, Captaiu.
Staff-Captain, No. 9 District. |
Warley, February 8th, 1917.

Tho General Officer Commandiug-iu-Ohief, of the Southoru Command,
has issued tho following letter to tho Bishops in th* area of his as-
tral, and a copy has boon sent to all tho Chief Constables

" With reference to Regulation IBB, Defence of the Realm Regul*
tkms, | am directed to inftfrro ytm that the General Officer Commanding’

nvrmnroi!!

Chore)

at all place* situated in this command.  Wonli

you kindly have this information passed on to all whom it may concert
in your Diocese? The policc have been notified."

Owing to the relaxation of tho regulations, the practice meeting ol =
the Winchester Guild, at Cranleigh, on Saturday, March 10th, wilfl
begin at 5.30 instead of 3 p.m. The practice arranged for CJandon ot |
tho 24th will not bo held.

WINCHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

At the recent meoting of tho Central Committee of tho WinehesUf
Guild, it was unanimously agreed that the annual festival for this y>."
uhould be suspended, owing to tho war. Last year it was a very umul
meeting, and this year tho prospeots are far less, owing to bands bein;
so depleted.

The ftommitlee hope that those who aro left to " early oil " will &
their utmost- to make the quarterly meetings and Comtnnad practices j*
popular as possible. - 1
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5184 STEDMAN CATERS.
By GEORGE T. CLAYTON.

4 S 6 16 123466789

325416978
261435
651324
654123
532164
234165

Repeat throe time*, substituting u singlo for the bob »t 5 in the lint
part, and repeat the whole.

Additional bobs at 1 in courses 1, 47 and 48

To the best of my knowledge and belief this is the only four-part
peal of Stodman Caters with six working bel]l« known to tho Exercise.
But | am not so sure of this as | should like to be, and if anyone has
another peal | shall feel obliged if he will kindly send me the figures
under cover *o the Editor.

I may mention for the information of thoso that haro not looked
into tho matter, that in composing from four-part tables, only 60 of
tho 360 course ends can be used in any one composition, though differ-
ent seta of 60 may be used in different compositions, either with the
Fame or with different part ends. In  composing from five-
part tables 120 course ends aro available on tho same terms. In
regard to tho only natural course end in each course that require*
special consideration, viz., tho one of the solid blook from sixes 6 to
14, the whole of the 360 courso ends are available in all cases alike,
hut for everyone used two are thereby mido fake. Of course, every-
thin" requires tabulating, and to originate**!. set of tables for one peal
is like, to use an engineering illustration, camming up aa automatic to
make a screw. It may be added that four-part tables do not admit of
grouping by any one bell, and they are, therefore, somewhat incou-
venient to uso.

If preferred, a homing course may bo fitted in lieu of the last two
bobs at 1, and perhaps someone will be able to thereby shorten the
poal. It is largely a matter of taste. Calling bells round, for that is
what it is, can only bo done awkwardly, and | trust that | shall be
permitted to say without giving offence’ to anyone, that | greatly dis-
like to soo highly scientific compositions disfigured by unsightly excres-
cences. For these excrescences the arbitrary rules of the Central Coun-
cil are in no small degree responsible. Of. as | stand corrected by the
Editor, tho unthinking conservatism of ringers. Not, however, that |
regard the three bobs at 1 with unmixed approval. That solution of
tho problem has tho merit of keeping all the courses the natural length;
but tho penultimate course is not to my liking, and if I may venture to
make another suggestion, fie beet solution of all would be t« com-
mence the ringing with rounds and move the bolls into the desired posi-
tions, so to speak, by hand, i.e., by call changes. This oould be done
in four whelo pulls, in. the extreme case of the 6th being required to
be moved into 2nd’s place, and the same after the conclusion of the
peal. Th© poal wo'ild then be perfectly clean.

In nearly all touches and peals of Stcdman tho composition is shown
os going off from the row 23145. Now, although there is nothing
worth naming to bo gained by this, there is nothing in the least ob-
jectionable in it, provided that the iast six is rung out to make 23145.
tho final row, for the hunting cycle is not broken in the ringing that
counts; and the first two rows may bo regarded as produced by call
changes precisely aa | am advocating for Caters and Cinques; or. as
the Rev. 0. D. P. Davies very reasonably supposes, by Grandsire.
Whichever way regarded, tho first two rows aro clearly not Stedman.
because Stedman no more admits of the hunting cycle being broken
than does Plain Bob, and if, after starting from 23145, the changes are
mado to cease when rounds come up, a peal of Stedman is not rung.

MEMS. ABOUT OUR MILITARY MEMBERS.

A post card sent from Malta to Mr. A. E. Parsons, Master of the
Worcestershire Association, indicates that Mr. R. Matthews has left
Enlgland for active service overseas. He sends kind regards to all old
pals.

Sergt. E. Attwater, of Cuckfield, Sussex, who joined the 9th Royal
Sussex Regiment early in tlio war and has soen considerable service in
Prance, lias been gazetted Second-Lieutenant in tho Machine Gun Corps,
and is now ot Grantham. Before going to France he specialised on
machine gunnery.

Alan Macdonald is now camped with his company well up in
tho desert, on the edge of tho suck Canal, which, he says acts as a
counecttng link with tlie homoland for them. Ho adds, “ It is a treat
to get the 1 Ringing World ' in such a place, and helps one to wait
patiently for the time when we shall get on tho old rope’'s end again.
Kind regards to all old friends.”

Mr. Fred J. Hardy, late hon. secretary of tho London County As-
sociation, has been wounded in fighting beyond Salonica, and is now in
iiospital at Malta. He joined up at the commencement of the war
and was drafted to tho. 7th Wiltshire Regimont. Aftor twelvemonths’
training he went, to France, and shortly afterward* wa< ordered on to
hawmca, !

RINGING WORLD.

75

RINGER'S GOLDEN WEDDING.

On Friday last, March 2nd, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Brownlee West, of
" Avalon,* Bath Road, Devizes, who were married at St. Mary's
Church, on March 2nd, 1867, celebrated their golden wedding; and «t
n reception, held at their house, a goodly number of friends and neigh-
bours, foremost among whom was the Rev. Canon Gardiner. B.D., R.D.,
Vicar of 8t. James’, Southbroom, and th« Rev. Fredk. Phipps, B.A.,
Vicar of 8t. Peter's, Doviw», assembled to offer their hearty congratula-
tions to Mr. and Mrs. West, who have boon go well known iu Devizes
and neighbourhood for & great many year* past.

For tho last seven roar* Mr. West has boon honorary secretary for
the Devizes branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild, to which he has
rendered yeoman service, and for a still longer period tower master
at St. James' Church, at whicli tower tho ringers (assisted by their
brethren from St. John's) rang merry peals for over an hour during
the evening, Mr. West’s on-in-law (Mr. T. Weoks) and grandson (Master
A. T. Weeks), a lad of 12 years, taking part in the ringing.

It is the usual thing, twice every Sunday, for the grandfather, sonriiv-
law and grandson to stand in with three others in ringing for mornin#
and evening services at Sr. Jnmee’, Southbroom.

THE SONG OF THE BELLS.
BY ALICE L. PRITCHETT, KING'S NORTON.

In an old grey tower, set with gargoyles grim,
With a fine tall spire above cloister dim.

Hang eight good bells, in an octave true.

Full many a peal they thread their way through:
“And | go behind,” says the tenor.

They ring for joy. and they toll for grief;

For tlm opening bud, and. the falling leaf.
They ring for youth, and they toll for age.
From the start of tho book to the closing page:
“ The round of life,” says the tenor!

They hail the mom of the Holy Birth,
Good Will to men and peace on earth:
They welcome the young to Christes fold,
And the infant cries at the touch of cold:
“ He'll weep more yet,” says the tenor!

They usher the Joyous Easter morn:

The Lord is risen, no longer mourn!

They ring when pious hands are laid

On the meek bowed head of youth and maid:
“ God keep them true,” says tho tenor!

They ring for tho golden harvest store,

When tho good earth yields up her fruit once raor$.
They poal for bride ind groom as they kneel.
And vow to be steadfast through wo» or weal:

“ Amen to that,” sayi the tenor!

They toll for the close of tho passing year,

And softly coho “ the end is noar

They'vo a dirgo for the weary laid to re6t
When they come again to the kind earth’s breast:
“ Tho dead sleep sound,”’ says tho tenor!

Tho octave rounded, they start onco more,

For a new year dawns, and life's at the door!

" For us,” cry fresh voices, “ your sweet notes swells”
" For us,” plead fresh dawnings, ” the old story tell!”
“ Year out, year in,” says the tenor.

Thus ever changing, yet over the same,

The bells to tho ages life's storv proclaim;
Mingling their voices in ordered refrain
They weave the tale truly,-and tell it again;
“ AU as wo were,’’ says the tenor.

This striking poem was read by tlio Chairman at the Johnson Com-
memoration Dinner.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

A quarterly meoting of the North Bucks branch was held at Hanslope
ou Saturday last, when about 24 members were present, representing
Stony Stratford. Bletchlev, Olney. Embeston, Fenny Stratford. Old
Wolveston, Bradwell, Stoke Golding, and Newport Pagnell, and Mr.
<. Il. Shepherd, of Swindon. Touches of Grandsire and Stcdman
Doubles, Plain Bob. Kent Treble Bob. Oxford Treblo Bob, and Cam-
bridge Surprise Minor were rung. Service was conducted by the
Vicar (tho Rev. —. Harkness), when a very suitable address was/given.
—A vote of thanks was pawed to him for tho arrangements that hi<d
boen mado. Tea was provided at the “ Watts' Arms,” followed by the
meeting, tho chair being tak-'n by the Rev. Mitcheson. of Newport
Pagnell, in the absence of the chairman (the Rev. J R. Vincent).
Afterwards a very enjoyable evening was spent. Several courses of
Grandsiro Triples on tho handbells wero rung, tlie following taking
part: Il. Sear, W. Soar, Il. Morrb. E. C. Lambert and C. Valsntinr; -
thus bringing a very enjoyable meeting to a clo*e
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TAUNTON RINGER KILLED IN ACTION.

Found_ry We regret to announce tho death of Sergeant W. A. Fowler, aged
Established 31 years, son «f Mr. J. Fowler, verger of St. Mary's Church, and Mrs
A.D. 1670. Fowler, who was Killed in action “ somewhere in France " on Feb.

51li, leaving a wife nnd one child at present, residing al Plymouth.
Sergt. Fowler joined tho Royal
Murines on January 10th, 1905, aud
was sent to Deal for training. The

saint* year he wont to tho Plymouth
Division, boarding His Majosty’s
mship Niobc; also serving on the
’ Queen, Indefatigable, Colossui,

and Highflyer. On tho last-named
. ship he served about two years in

..the East Indies. In 1915 he was
sent to Egypt, and recalled from
Bellfounders & Bellhangers, there fo serve In the Naval Brigade

Sorgt. Fowler was a very Kkeen
campanologist during the period lie
was a member of St. Mary's Guild,

M which he joined in 1902, accomplish-

33 & 34, Whlt@Ch&pG' Road, ing his first peals of 5,MO changes

the same year, boine two peals <f

Grandsire Doubles at Norton Fitz-

warren on November 12th and

LON DON E November 22nd respectively. In

b " 1903 he rang his first peal of Grand-

sire Triples at St. Mary’s, Taunton,

and in the same year he rang two

peals of Doubles at Norton Fit*-

warren. In 1904 ho rang his first peal of Grandsire Triples os con-

ductor at St. James's Church. Ho was highly respected in many towers
of the Bath nwl Wells Diocese, and oilier parts of England.

As u last tribute, the ringers of St. Mary's rang, with the bells half-
muffled, a quarier-peal of Grandsire Triples, consisting of 1.260 changes,
in 52 minutes, tha following members taking part: S. Wyatt 1, A
Wyatt 2. I1l. Greed 3, J. Creed 4, E. Lloyd 5, F. Sadd 6 J. Burge (con-
ductor) 7. R. Stonlako 8.

Sergt. Fowler.

- MR. E. BARNETT. SENR.'S, 500 PEALS.
Rung. Conducted.
, Minor (4 MethodS) ..o 2 1
f Gtandsire Triples 89 42
e . Stedmau Triples 24
Erin Triples
= Uniou Triples .
Darlaston Bob Triples
Oxford Bob Triples
Plain Bob Triples
Court, Bob Triples
Canterbury Pleasure Triples
Bob Major ...
Little Bob Major
Waterloo Reverse Bob Major .. .

Tenor Be” 25J cwt Of the new ring (‘eanterbnry Pleasure Major (including a 10,080) 17 12
! o Kent Treble Bob Major 60 32

! i Oxford Treble Bob Major ... 2 1
of Ten at St. Peter S, B”ghton' Double Norwich Major (including a 13,440). 85 36
“ Real " Double Norwich Major 3 1
Double Oxford Major 5 4
Superlative Surpri&a Major . 23
Cambridge Surprise Major . 16

ESTIMATES SU B M ITTED New Cambridge Surprise Major
Norfolk Surprise Major
New Cumberland Surprise Major
. . B London Surprise Major
For Rehanging, Retuning and Recasting. Bristol Surprise Major
Grandsire Caters
Stedman Caters
Plain Bob Royal ..
Kent Treble Bob Rsyal
Oxford Treble Bob Royal
Musical Handbells In sets. BdI*R.opes, &c. Forward Royal ...
Double Norwich Royal
DuBeld Royal
Cambridg* Surprise Royal .4
Stedman Cinques  ............ .20
Plain Bob Maximus . B
Kent Treble Maximus ... L2

i
PR R R NE N e

At the Handbell Contest held annually in Manchester the
First Prize for the last 16 yean has been awarded to bands Total 500 183
using our bells, and on fourteen of those occasions they have gained

the Second Prize also. Of the above numbor, 114 havo been rung at St. John the Baptist's

Frith, nnd csaoHy 100 at St-. Faulinus*, Crayford.
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HENRY JOHNSON COMMEMORATION
DINNER.

GREAT GATHERING AT BIRMINGHAM.

The 29th annual " Henry Johnson 1 Dinner—tlie third to Vic held
during tho great, war, and wo will hope (lie last, to bo so held—took
placo at Birmingham, on Saturday, February 24th.

This dinner, and tho entertainment that follows, might well be called
the annual festival of the. St. Martin's Guild, for although it is held
primarily for the purpose of keeping green the memory of one of the
greatest masters of tho Art, it. is one of the most enjoyable functions
that takes place in ringing circles, and is looked forward to by numer-
ous ringers from distant parts, many of whom attend regularly year
after year. On this occasion thor« were one or two present who have
attended every one of these dinners since the ono held in 1889 at the
Colonnade Hotel, on which occasion the G.O.M. wa* present in person—
for lhe first and last time.

The clmir was taken by the Rector of Birmingham (Canon J. W.
Willink), lhc idol of thc Birmingham ringers, and a man who has
captured the hearts of Midland Church people as no man has ever
raptured them before.

Tho belfry of thc old church was thronged throughout the after-
noon, and many visitors rang for the first time on twelve bells.

The Rector took the chair at six o'clock, and was supported bv Mrs.
Willink, Miss Willink, Alderman J. S. Pritchett (presiding Rin"in"
Master), Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Taylor, Mr. J. J. Kendall (churchwarden
of St. Martin’s), Mr. W. Il. Godden (vice-president), Mr. A. E. Parsons
(Master of the Worcestershire Association). Messrs. Harry Mason, Wm
Cheshiro, H. E. Heeley, Stanley S. Ready. B. Gough. J. W. Tilley’
W. R. Heaton. T. Ediss, and the hon. secretary (Mr. A. PaddonJ>mitli).
Thero were also present thc following officers of the Guild: Mr. J. e]
Groves (deputy Ringing Master), Messrs. John Carter, B.iFaux, W.
Kent, and J. H. Shepherd (vice-presidents), Messrs. C. Dickens and T
Russam (trustees), Messrs. G. F. Swann and J. I,. Wells (auditors), and
Mr. A. Walker (ex-deputy Master).

Apologies were read from the. Rector of Sutton Coldfield, Canon
Barnard. Dr. Malins, and Mr. J. S. Goldsmith. The secretary received
a wire during the evening from Mr. Francis Ed. Dawe. wishing lhe
assembled company a pleasant evening.

THE EVENING'S ENTERTAINMENT.

During the evening, interspersed with thc. speeches, a varied musi-

cal programme was carried through, to the great, and frequently
boistorously expressed, enjoyment of overyono present. First must be
mentioned thc one and only Harry Withers, who as usual was prime

favourite, and who could without the slightest difficulty provido a
whole evening’'s entertainment, himself, and that, too, wilhoul bonne
bis listeners As the Rector said, “ he and his dulcimer were as much
a part of the. dinner aB the roast beef itself. ' His 'first item was a
courso of Cambridge Surprise Major—the first he has tapped in public,

although he has previously tapped London and other “ cramp
interest was well main-

methods. Although it is rather a long course,

tained all through, as was shown by the spontaneous applause the
moment ho ran into rounds. His second item was a touch of Sted-
man Inplcs conducted by Mr. Albert Walker, a clever performance
In SUT,essf'N-v brou" ht Later he burst forth into
tunes and when the official programme was through, Harry “ carried

on to a large group of listeners that, "athered vonnrl liim

“ V 0mC, vears a®° hc is now something in the silversmith
«e is tower- keeper at St, Martin's-and never did bells go better

and oil CI »mcs for

gaS’ «’toam “Ihobbr¥ owns the bes&
gramophone tho writer has ever hea and can play néarly every Kin
ot musical instrument that has ever "been invented.

“ Tl,c Swallows " very sweetly, and Mr. Tom

.ef; was,?s I<Ii"1' flll *s ever at the piano.

The | n n ’
*° Mr- Aibert Walker for introducing the

Mi'.ges " j

fnd “ A* °r,r(n?er<d, t"'° cxcellc* < ,hlols' Mountam Lovers ’
of Twilight* 4 J’ and a;e>T approprlate song called “ Tlie Bells
» S°acl course of Stcdman Caters was rung in hand by
alT' u k"' Kcni" ¥Uler- Ru~m and Neal. 7
breach / n s’ a 0 wnicn, as one of thc
rcmaften!n™” 9 C estfr, D'0* 3a» Guild (Mr H. Holding)

‘'n' ™ ® not to be mISSEd in futnre if it can be h elpe ed.'l
submitted the toast, of ® His Majesty tho King." Ho
wArr Put (W* T tml timo Inficr thc sh»<R>* of the greet

it "In? W% ou,d be °™
Or?grY\éhdo\% (NLff ’Ud rTar‘f( memorT/, and yetag Vtvln!ljb ougt of rWhICﬁ

stron~nLT ™ “s from tlie furnace of sufforing, purified and
shitlW, ,fil TK”e7 t?" m tripies-morning noon and night: pounds.
lii tI?iftC tw “ ' the,P“ T present and the future, and so forth

of triples. They hop< and they

God, they wero workin%, every one of ihorn to the one™rent end fw

' t0 ttle ono "rent end' Iha'
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by that time next year, the war would be finished and over. But all
through that timo of stress and strain there was ono to whom all their
thoughts turned, more than to any other in England—their King, who
was setting them all a splendid example of devotion to duty. Tho
Queen, tho Prince of Wales, and the rest of the Royal Family, wero
also mentioned in connection with tho toast, which was loyally hon-
oured, and tho National Anthem,wa« sung.
PATRIOTIC CLERGY.

Alderman Pritchett then proposed the toast of " Church and State.”
llo said thc quotation which the hon. secretary had appended to the
toast was a very appropriate ono: “ Look that you bind them fast."
The Church in Fngland had been bound fast to the State for something
like seventeen hundred years—ever since the days of St. Augustine,
and he hoped there might be many long centuries tg go before it was
loosed. There was before tho war an agitation for the disestablishnjejit
of tho Welsh Church, based on part}' politics. It was an agitation
that never went to the heart of the British people, but for party rea-
sons it, was supported by many people. 'lliey hoped when the war was
over that it would not raise its head again. It would be all tho better
for England if there were no party politics after the war, as at the
present time, and if that were so the Church would stand on its merits,
and it would have nothing to fear. The nation would appreciate the
services rendered to it by thc Church during the war. as well as to
those who had been in sorrow and suffered loss during this terrible
conflict. Chaplains of tho Church of England had won the Victoria
Cross. They had shown equal bravery with those who had been called
upon to fight, and the nation would not forgot those things. Hc diii
not propose to couple any names with the toast, for it occurred to him
they might regard their Rector as representing the Church, and they
as laymen as representing tho State. He need not say what great
afTcction they had for their chairman, and he hoped that affection would
be tho kind the nation would have for the Church al large after the
war (applause).

The Chairman remarked that Alderman Pritchett had said lie was
not coupling any names with the toast, and no response was, there-
fore, to be made, but perhaps they would like to be told of one fact,
and that was that he (the Rector) bad been ontrusted by the Bishop,
with the task of collating the return of the clergy who had responded
to the national appeal of Mr. Neville Chamberlain. lie had not re-
ceived them all yet, but up to tile present he had about 170 names o'
the clergy who had responded, and there were more to come. More-
over. there were no less than 46 of tho clergy of Birmingham who b»d
enrolled as special constables. He thought they would teel with him
that, was a vory large response, mado by men who had very large
responsibilities at the present time. Some of their clergy liad already
gone as chaplains to the front, which, of courso. greatly increased
task of those remaining behind, and there was ample proof that the
clergy were fully alive to their sense of duty as patriotic Englishmen.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, in the House of Lords, said that two
thousand clergy had been sent out as chaplains, in addition to those
serving before the war broke out. He mentioned this with a feolinc of
nardonablo pride in the profession to which he belonged. They
wanted to do their duty, both to tho souls and bodies of their brethren,
and thev wanted to show everyone that they were true patriots, as
well as true servants of God, (ayjplause).

Mr. Churchwarden Kendall said he thoueht thev ought to know
something besides what the Rector had told them. Canon Willink had
himself bccomc a special constable (loud cheers).

HENRY JOHNSON.

Mr. W. H. God<ien submitted the toast of “ The memory of the late
Henry Johnson.”” This, ho said, was a subject which liadbeen spoken
on for more than 25 years, and as they could imagine, he could not
tell them anything new about either the abilities or the good qualities
and virtues of the late Henry Johnson. But he often thought, and
especially when seeing such a gathering as that, how' much good it
would have done his heairt, could lie have been present at one of them,
and more still had he known of ihe tremendous advance made in their
scionco since his time. Ho (the speaker) recollected on ono occasion,
after reading Jasper Snowdon's works ou Double Norwich and Treble
Bob, that he asked Mr. Johnson if ho thought it would bo possible to
invent a sliding rule by tho aid of which composers could bo pro-
vented from false peals. There were not many in that room who coul 1
recollect Henry Johnson, but if they could, perhaps they could imagine
the smile that would pass over his face. Henry Johnson said nothing,
but the look of benevolence he bestowed on him wa9 something to
wonder at. On®© evening afterwards ho was with Mr. John Carter and
Mr. Bradncy, and Mr. Carter produced a book from his pocket con-
taining a seala It was for producing true peals, and by the aid of that
book Mr. Bradney, who knew no more about Treble Bob composition
than he (the speaker) did. was able there and then to nroduce a peal
of 15,000 Treble Bob Major. He (Mr. Qoddon) also wondored wliat Mr.
Johnson would have thought had Ho been privileged to see. with 8ir
Arthur Heywood. Mr. Carter’'s wonderful ringing machine (which was
in emstence@ On the occasion when the lato President of the

6’é§ﬂ’&| KA |1tc the first' thing itTtorted wu a plain muwol”
man Cin9ucs- with absolute truth, and the machino at the

s« 0 time printed a record of the changcs it rang. That showed them
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how fcience had increased since Henry Johnson » time ftnd hiB pioneer
work. It was, he thought, true that very few pioneers—the mon who
did tho spade work—over lived to seo the fruit of their labours. la
conclusion Mr. Godden said he folt more confident than ever that
tho St Martin's Guild did well to hold those annual commemorations.
It pavo so many ringers tho opportunity of meeting friend* who they
did not othorwiso meet, from year end to year end, and it was also a
verr good thing indeed that, they were enabled to associate those gather-
ings with the memory of tho late Henry Johnson, who wa« himself the
soul of sociability.

The toast was drunk in Eilenco.

Canon Willink having to leave .early, Mr. A. E. Parsons proposes
" The Hoait.h of the Chairman.” Ho said he thought they were al
vory much tike tho young man who fell very deeply in love, when he
looked into the ladv’'s face once, and told her tho more he looked a
her tho more he loved her. He felt suro they at. that annual gathering
were getting almost to love Canon Willink. (A voice: Quite. ) They
would find it very difficult indeed to invite a person to preside at mat
Catherine who could command their respect and admiration as Car.oi
Willink did. Any other man occupying tho chair for four successive
voaxB would, to a certain extent, perhaps, create an atmosphero of
monotony The very reverse was the ease when they had Canon WiLlink.
He came there as one of themselves, and in coming he did not degrade
tho dignity of his high calling. Ho was ever ready to extend hi.
broad-minded sympathies to their feelings, whatever they were. Mr.
Tarsons wont on to relate an experience which he had at Ureat *ar-
mouth where Canon Willink was rector before going to Birmingham.
Ho (Mr Parsons) had looked round the church, and went to sign the
visitors’ book. He asked the old beadle somo very pertinent question,
about Canon Willink, and lie got very fine answers indeed and the
old gentleman, at the end, turned and said, with tears in his eyo«,
“ Great Yarmouth’s loss is Birmingham’s gain " (cheers). AIll mero-
beiy of St. Martin's Guild knew the truth of the old man’s statement,
and he (the speaker) certainly fell ihat when the time came, us they
all hoped it might, when the Rector would be created a bishop, Bir-
mingham peoplo and all members of St. Martin s Giuld would be quite
as ready to reiterate the statement which the old .man made.

The toast was enthusiastically drunk with musical honours.

The Chairman, in responding, said he had been compared to a good
many things in his life, but till that night had he ever been compared
to a blushing damsel. Did he look like one? (laughter). He did not, he
continued, need lo be thanked. That wa» one of the most brotherly
gatherings ho know of in tbe cours« of the twelve months, and ho did
appreciate being allowed the pleasure of bringing his wife and daughter
also (cheers). He was delighted to think that, perhaps, that very fact
of thorn having accompanied him on moro than one occasion had bees
encouragement, to other ladies to come too, and they welcomed that
addition to their ranks. The present was the women’'s opportunity
The war had been bringing them into prominence very much of late,
and the last 24 years had done more for the women's cause than six
years of militant suffrage (loud cheers). They welcomed the ladies in
every department of lifo. and they should welcome them at the ringers’
dinner very heartily (applause). Ho thanked the company very much
indeed for the way they had honoured the toast. Thoso four successive
chairmanships stood out in his memory as ono of the greatest honoun
they could offer him (applause).

(To be continued.)

MILITARY HANDBELL RINGERS.

With so many ringers now in the army it is not surprising that not
only havo towor bell bands been got togethor, but handbell companies
also. Here are somo touchcs rung recently at Ripon, Yorkshire.—On
February 8th, at the premises of Mr. F. Tingle, three 120's of Grand-
siro Doubles, Sergt. W. Ayre 1—2, Lance-Corpl. H. Wa6hbrook (con-
ductor) 3—4, Gr. R. Clifford 5—6. Also 168 Grandsire Triples: R.
Clifford 1—2, Il. Washbrook 3—4, W. Ayre (conductor) 5—6, F. Tingle
7—8.—On February 9th, three 120's Grandsire Doubles: W. Ayro (con-
ductor) 1—2. H. Washbrook 3—1, M. Washbrook 5—6.—On Sunday.
February 11th, at 8, Christian Terrace, a course of Grandsire Caters:
M. Waxhbrook 1-2, R. Clifford 3—4, H. Washbrook 5—6 W. Ayre 7—8,
F. Tingle 9—10. Also 168 Grandsire Triples by the last four, conducted
by F. Tingle.—On Suuday, Fobruary 25th, at tho same place, 1,260
Grandsiro Triples, in 40 mins.: Lanco-Corpl. M. Washbrook 1, F.
Tingle 2, Bergt. W. Ayro (first quarter-peal on handbells) 3—4, Lance-
Corpl. H. Waslibrook 5—6. Gr. R. Clifford (composer and conductor)
7—8. Rung as a farewell to Gr. R. Clifford, who was loavin*
Rlpon on the Kith, for another B.QA. D «ot “somewhere in England.”
In tho afternoon, at tho Cathedral, 504 Btedman Triples: F. Tingle 1,
Or. R. Clifford (Beeston, Notts) 2, B. Metcalfe (Rlpon) 3 Gr. J. Harris
(Leicester) 4. W. Thorpe (Ripon) 9, Lance-Corpl. H. Washbrook (Pendle-
ton) 6. Or. Gibson (R.G.A.), conductor, 7, Lco.-Corpl. M, Washbrook
(Pendleton) 8.

BOREHAM, ESSEX.—On Christmas Day, for Matins, a quartor-
pcal of Kent Treblo Bob Major. L. Allison 1, A. Edwards 2 H Ed-
wards 3,/ A. Church 4, J. Roots 5 W. R. Thrift 6. W. F.'Allen 7
n. W. Kirton (oonduotor) 8.

March gth, 1917,

NOTICES.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS
(Established 1637).— Meetings will be held at the Coffe#
Pot, Warwick Lane, E.C., on March 8th and 22nd, for
handbell practice, and on the 13th and 27th for general
business.— Wi illiam T. Cockerill, Hon. Sec., 32, Edgeley
Road, Clapham, S.W.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.—Nomi-
nations for the election of officers and one representative
for the Central Council, to be elected at the annual meeting,
should reach me by March gth, in accordance with Rules
7 and 13.—W. E. White, Hon. Sec.

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD— The annual
meeting of the above Guild will be held at Dudley on
Saturday, March 10th. Bells available at 3 o'clock. Ser-
vice in church at 4.30, which will be conducted by the
President, the Rev. Dr. Gray Maitland (Vicar); business
meeting afterwards. All outstanding contributions should
be paid at this meeting.— Herbert Sheppard, Hon. Sec.,
113, Himley Road, Dudley.

SHEFFIELD DISTRICT AND OLD EAST
DERBYSHIRE AMALGAMATED SOCIETY.—The
next meeting of this Society will be held at Chesterfield (11
Saturday, March 10th. Bells (10) available from 3 o'clock
until dusk.—Sam Thomas, Hon. Sec. pro tern., 19, Stanhope
Road, Sheffield.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Manchester Branch.
—The next meeting will be held at Whitefield on Satur-
day, March 10th. Bells available from 3.30 till dusk,
meeting to follow.—W. Wolstencroft, Branch Sec., 103,
Victoria Street, Ashton-under-Lyne.

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION (late the St
mames’ Society.—Est. 1824).— The next meeting will be
eld at St. Ann’s, Swains Lane, Highgate, N., on Saturday,
March 10th. Tower open from 3.45 to 7.45 p.m. Business
meeting to follow at the Bull and Last, Highgate Road.
Ringers and friends are welcome.—T. Walker, Hon. Sec.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Western District.—
The annual meeting of the above will be held at Hunslet,
on Saturday, March 10th. Bells (8) available 2.30 to 6.30
p.m.; business meeting to follow in Parish Room adjoining
Church.—P. L. Cooper, Hon. Dist. Sec.

HERTFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. Western
Branch.— The next meeting will be held at Bushey Parish
Church on Saturday, March 10th. Bells at 2—g p.m.
Tea free in the Institute at 5. Meeting to follow. P.C.
will oblige us.—F. Edward, 24, Glencoe Road, Bushey;
F. A. Smith, 67, Upper Paddock Road, Oxley, Watford,
Branch Secs, pro tem.

NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL GUILD.— Ringing
for Evening Service will recommence on Sunday next,
March 11th, at 5.30 p.m. Morning ringing, as usual, at
g.45 p.m. Visitors are always welcome.—C. L. Routledge,
Ringing Master.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIATION.—
Bristol Branch.— The monthly meeting will be held at St,
Luke’s, Bristol, on Saturday, 17th March. Bells at 5 p.m.
Meeting at 6 p.m. with ringing after.—Chas. J. Walton,
Hon. Sec., 4,Jamaica Street, Bristol,

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Canterbury
District.—Spring meeting will be held at Sturry on Satur-
day, March 17th, Bells available for ringing. Servic* at



March 9th, 1917.

5 p.m. Tea and business meeting after at the Swan Inn.
A member will be elected at this meeting to serve on a sub-
committee to consider the question of a memorial to a'l
those who have fallen in the war and who have served in
H.M. forces. Tea, about 1/- each, for those who send
their names to me by Monday, March 12th.—The Rev. C,
W. B. Cobbe, Hon. Dist. Sec., Elmsted Vicarage, Ashford,
Kent.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—South-Western Division.—
A district meeting will be held at St. Saviour's, Waltham-
stow, on Saturday, March 17th. Bells available 3 to 8 p.m.
Short service at 5.30. Tea at 6 p.m., gd. each. Business
meeting to follow.— E. J. Butter, Chadwell Heath.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Bolton Branch.—
The next meeting will be held at Tyldesley Parish Church
on Saturday, March 17th, 1917. Bells ready at 4.30.—
Thomas B. Worsley, Branch Secretary, 19, Parkfield Road,
Bolton.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Rochester Dis-
trict.— Half-yearly meeting will be held at St. Margaret's
Church, Rainham, on Saturday, March 24th. Bells avail-
able from 3 p.m. Half rail fares allowed. Please note
subscriptions are now due. — E. A. G. Allen, Hon. Dist.
Sec., 77, Bill Street Road, Frindsbury, Rochester.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Rochdale Branch—
The next monthly meeting will be held on Saturday,
March 24th, at St. Thomas, Newhey. Bells ready at 2
o'clock until dusk. Meeting 6.30.—T. K. Driver, Sec.,
gg, Hunter Street, Middleton.

PEAL BOOKS.—Price 3s., post free 3/6. Peals writ-
ten in at 3d. per page. Prices for entering peals in Asso-
ciation official peal books upon application.—J. Beams,
West Ewell, Epsom.

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS.

RINGERS and visitors to Matlock will find every com-
fort and convenience at Mrs. H. Paulson’*, Beeci Hou»e.

DEATH OF a MIDDLETON RINGER.
1tie funeral of the lato Mr. Thos. Oldham, of Rectory Street. Middle-
ton, look place on Saturday afternoon at Middleton Cemetery
Tho deceased had for 28 years been a ringer at the Parish Church,
and as a mark of respect a deputation of ringers attended the funeral,
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CHURCH BELLS SINGLY OK
IN RINGS.

Bell Frames in Cast lron, Steel
and Oak.

Bells tuned on the latest im-
proved principles initiated by

the late Canon Simpson.

CfISTIIE GREEN
-~ BRISTOL.-----
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\]AM ES BARWELL f “The World’s Best Bellropes”

LIMITED,
PROVED IN THE RINGING OF THE

WORLD'S RECORD PEAL.

Church jBell Founders

— AND —

THE SAME EXCELLENT QUALITY AS
BBFORE THE WAR, AND PRICES VERY
LITTLE HIGHER.

(Church Bell Mangers, Splicing and Repairs

- JOHN PRITCHARD,
GREAT HAMPTON STREET, N e Swan Street,

Sole Maker. LOUC1HBOROLIGH.

B I R IVI I N G H AI\/I Established over a HUNDRED YEARS.

Towers and Campaniles Inspected and Unique for Presentation.

Estimates Furnished to cover every

An Inkstand in the design of aWell-shaped Bell
Expense.

Musical Handbells, in any size and number,
for Tune or Change-ringing, in Guaranteed
Quality.

The Jasper Snowdon Series.

ROPE-SIGHT. la. 8d.; sixth ed. 150 pages; treats Plain Bob, com-
mencing on three bells.
GRANDSIRE. 2s. 6d,.; second ed.; 264 pages; commencing on five
bells; complete with the Thompson Charts, etc., eto. will make a most appropriate and useful Gift.
STANDARD METHODS 6th Edition Now Ready, 2s. 6d. It can be supplied in the following sizes:—
STEDMAN. 2s. 6d.; 275 pages, by the Rev. C. D. P. Davies, M.A,, . . p.p .. A g. .
«rith an appendix by Sir Arthur Heywood, Bart., etc., etc. Diameter 2*)n- 2fin.  3jin. 3%‘/" 4'?- 43%in.  5in
TREBLE BOB. Part |I. Is. 8d.; second ed.; with appendix; 100 Price ... 106 16/- 21/- 2 6 26 42/- 637-

olo6ely printed pages. Part Il., suited for Conductors only; F
very scarce: 2s. ljd.. 236 pages. Monogram or Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges.

DOUBLE NORWICH C. B. Major. At present out of print. J CO M B E R Goldsmith and
SURPRISE PEALS. Cambridge, Superlative and London; compiling. . y Silversmith,

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from W O K I N G

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancashire. (MAKER OF THE RINGERS BADGE.)
THOMAS DOBLE & SON, cChurch Bell-

ALFRED BOWELL, Hangers, TAUNTON.—Bells Hung on the

most approved principles Old Bells Re cast,
New Bells supplied, Ropes of the best make.

CHURCH B EI-L FOUNDER1 Ellacombe’s Chiming Apparatus fixed, Hand
bells in sets, Chromatic or Diatonic.

THE BADGE OF THE CRAFT

A Beautifully Executed

RINGERS’ PENDANT

In Qold, Silver or Bronze.

This charming mode! in Solid Hall Marked 8ilver

IipsW ieH

JOHN SMITH & SONS

Midland Clock Works,

DERBY O$ Specially Suitable for Gifts.
Telegraphic Address- i - i
*Clogcks’? IDerby." CTc Prices, Gold (9 carat) 21/ , Silver 46

Bronze 2 9 (post free).

& nmakers oF clocks ano ] - COMBER, Goldsmith and Jeweller

Tel. No. 569

Beverley Minster, Selby Abbey, Truro . r.')
Cathedral, Thnrles Cathedral, Trinity College, Cam* TELEPHONE * 171 WOKINQ, O K I K T
bridge, Belfast Assembly ITail, Magdalen C-Jlege,.Oxford,
and many' others to Lord Gnmthorpe's designs. In 1897, ; P
* writing to the Vicar of Minehinhnroplon, Lord'Gnnithorpe said “ Smith Prmt?dfor the Proprlgtors by the Woodbridgk Press, Ltd.,
of ‘will clock you iu the be-4 way and as near nternity as possible.” Guildford, and Published by Messrs. Wm. Dawson & Sons

Lid, Cannon House,Bream's Bnildin|«, Loidtm, B.C.



